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INTRODUCTION.

P������ the sent�ments conta�ned �n the follow�ng pages, are not yet
suff�c�ently fash�onable to procure them general favor; a long hab�t of not
th�nk�ng a th�ng wrong, g�ves �t a superf�c�al appearance of be�ng r�ght, and
ra�ses at f�rst a form�dable outcry �n defense of custom. But the tumult soon
subs�des. T�me makes more converts than reason.

As a long and v�olent abuse of power, �s generally the Means of call�ng
the r�ght of �t �n quest�on (and �n Matters too wh�ch m�ght never have been
thought of, had not the Sufferers been aggravated �nto the �nqu�ry) and as
the K�ng of England hath undertaken �n h�s own R�ght, to support the
Parl�ament �n what he calls The�rs, and as the good people of th�s country
are gr�evously oppressed by the comb�nat�on, they have an undoubted
pr�v�lege to �nqu�re �nto the pretens�ons of both, and equally to reject the
usurpat�on of e�ther.

In the follow�ng sheets, the author hath stud�ously avo�ded every th�ng
wh�ch �s personal among ourselves. Compl�ments as well as censure to
�nd�v�duals make no part thereof. The w�se, and the worthy, need not the
tr�umph of a pamphlet; and those whose sent�ments are �njud�c�ous, or
unfr�endly, w�ll cease of themselves unless too much pa�ns are bestowed
upon the�r convers�on.

The cause of Amer�ca �s �n a great measure the cause of all mank�nd.
Many c�rcumstances hath, and w�ll ar�se, wh�ch are not local, but un�versal,
and through wh�ch the pr�nc�ples of all Lovers of Mank�nd are affected, and
�n the Event of wh�ch, the�r Affect�ons are �nterested. The lay�ng a Country
desolate w�th F�re and Sword, declar�ng War aga�nst the natural r�ghts of all
Mank�nd, and ext�rpat�ng the Defenders thereof from the Face of the Earth,
�s the Concern of every Man to whom Nature hath g�ven the Power of
feel�ng; of wh�ch Class, regardless of Party Censure, �s the

AUTHOR

P.S. The Publ�cat�on of th�s new Ed�t�on hath been delayed, w�th a V�ew
of tak�ng not�ce (had �t been necessary) of any Attempt to refute the



Doctr�ne of Independance: As no Answer hath yet appeared, �t �s now
presumed that none w�ll, the T�me needful for gett�ng such a Performance
ready for the Publ�c be�ng cons�derably past.

Who the Author of th�s Product�on �s, �s wholly unnecessary to the
Publ�c, as the Object for Attent�on �s the Doctr�ne �tself, not the Man. Yet �t
may not be unnecessary to say, That he �s unconnected w�th any Party, and
under no sort of Influence publ�c or pr�vate, but the �nfluence of reason and
pr�nc�ple.

Ph�ladelph�a, February 14, 1776



OF THE ORIGIN AND DESIGN OF GOVERNMENT IN GENERAL,
WITH CONCISE REMARKS ON THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION.

S��� wr�ters have so confounded soc�ety w�th government, as to leave
l�ttle or no d�st�nct�on between them; whereas they are not only d�fferent,
but have d�fferent or�g�ns. Soc�ety �s produced by our wants, and
government by our w�ckedness; the former promotes our happ�ness
pos�t�vely by un�t�ng our affect�ons, the latter negat�vely by restra�n�ng our
v�ces. The one encourages �ntercourse, the other creates d�st�nct�ons. The
f�rst a patron, the last a pun�sher.

Soc�ety �n every state �s a bless�ng, but government even �n �ts best state
�s but a necessary ev�l; �n �ts worst state an �ntolerable one; for when we
suffer, or are exposed to the same m�ser�es by a government, wh�ch we
m�ght expect �n a country w�thout government, our calam�ty �s he�ghtened
by reflect�ng that we furn�sh the means by wh�ch we suffer. Government,
l�ke dress, �s the badge of lost �nnocence; the palaces of k�ngs are bu�lt on
the ru�ns of the bowers of parad�se. For were the �mpulses of consc�ence
clear, un�form, and �rres�st�bly obeyed, man would need no other lawg�ver;
but that not be�ng the case, he f�nds �t necessary to surrender up a part of h�s
property to furn�sh means for the protect�on of the rest; and th�s he �s
�nduced to do by the same prudence wh�ch �n every other case adv�ses h�m
out of two ev�ls to choose the least. Wherefore, secur�ty be�ng the true
des�gn and end of government, �t unanswerably follows that whatever form
thereof appears most l�kely to ensure �t to us, w�th the least expence and
greatest benef�t, �s preferable to all others.

In order to ga�n a clear and just �dea of the des�gn and end of
government, let us suppose a small number of persons settled �n some
sequestered part of the earth, unconnected w�th the rest, they w�ll then
represent the f�rst peopl�ng of any country, or of the world. In th�s state of
natural l�berty, soc�ety w�ll be the�r f�rst thought. A thousand mot�ves w�ll
exc�te them thereto, the strength of one man �s so unequal to h�s wants, and
h�s m�nd so unf�tted for perpetual sol�tude, that he �s soon obl�ged to seek
ass�stance and rel�ef of another, who �n h�s turn requ�res the same. Four or
f�ve un�ted would be able to ra�se a tolerable dwell�ng �n the m�dst of a
w�lderness, but one man m�ght labour out of the common per�od of l�fe



w�thout accompl�sh�ng any th�ng; when he had felled h�s t�mber he could
not remove �t, nor erect �t after �t was removed; hunger �n the mean t�me
would urge h�m from h�s work, and every d�fferent want call h�m a d�fferent
way. D�sease, nay even m�sfortune would be death, for though ne�ther
m�ght be mortal, yet e�ther would d�sable h�m from l�v�ng, and reduce h�m
to a state �n wh�ch he m�ght rather be sa�d to per�sh than to d�e.

Thus necess�ty, l�ke a grav�tat�ng power, would soon form our newly
arr�ved em�grants �nto soc�ety, the rec�procal bless�ngs of wh�ch, would
supersede, and render the obl�gat�ons of law and government unnecessary
wh�le they rema�ned perfectly just to each other; but as noth�ng but heaven
�s �mpregnable to v�ce, �t w�ll unavo�dably happen, that �n proport�on as
they surmount the f�rst d�ff�cult�es of em�grat�on, wh�ch bound them
together �n a common cause, they w�ll beg�n to relax �n the�r duty and
attachment to each other; and th�s rem�ssness, w�ll po�nt out the necess�ty,
of establ�sh�ng some form of government to supply the defect of moral
v�rtue.

Some conven�ent tree w�ll afford them a State-House, under the branches
of wh�ch, the whole colony may assemble to del�berate on publ�c matters. It
�s more than probable that the�r f�rst laws w�ll have the t�tle only of
R����������, and be enforced by no other penalty than publ�c d�sesteem. In
th�s f�rst parl�ament every man, by natural r�ght, w�ll have a seat.

But as the colony �ncreases, the publ�c concerns w�ll �ncrease l�kew�se,
and the d�stance at wh�ch the members may be separated, w�ll render �t too
�nconven�ent for all of them to meet on every occas�on as at f�rst, when the�r
number was small, the�r hab�tat�ons near, and the publ�c concerns few and
tr�fl�ng. Th�s w�ll po�nt out the conven�ence of the�r consent�ng to leave the
leg�slat�ve part to be managed by a select number chosen from the whole
body, who are supposed to have the same concerns at stake wh�ch those
who appo�nted them, and who w�ll act �n the same manner as the whole
body would act were they present. If the colony cont�nue �ncreas�ng, �t w�ll
become necessary to augment the number of the representat�ves, and that
the �nterest of every part of the colony may be attended to, �t w�ll be found
best to d�v�de the whole �nto conven�ent parts, each part send�ng �ts proper
number; and that the elected m�ght never form to themselves an �nterest



separate from the electors, prudence w�ll po�nt out the propr�ety of hav�ng
elect�ons often; because as the elected m�ght by that means return and m�x
aga�n w�th the general body of the electors �n a few months, the�r f�del�ty to
the publ�c w�ll be secured by the prudent reflex�on of not mak�ng a rod for
themselves. And as th�s frequent �nterchange w�ll establ�sh a common
�nterest w�th every part of the commun�ty, they w�ll mutually and naturally
support each other, and on th�s (not on the unmean�ng name of k�ng)
depends the strength of government, and the happ�ness of the governed.

Here then �s the or�g�n and r�se of government; namely, a mode rendered
necessary by the �nab�l�ty of moral v�rtue to govern the world; here too �s
the des�gn and end of government, v�z. freedom and secur�ty. And however
our eyes may be dazzled w�th show, or our ears dece�ved by sound;
however prejud�ce may warp our w�lls, or �nterest darken our
understand�ng, the s�mple vo�ce of nature and of reason w�ll say, �t �s r�ght.

I draw my �dea of the form of government from a pr�nc�ple �n nature,
wh�ch no art can overturn, v�z. that the more s�mple any th�ng �s, the less
l�able �t �s to be d�sordered; and the eas�er repa�red when d�sordered; and
w�th th�s max�m �n v�ew, I offer a few remarks on the so much boasted
const�tut�on of England. That �t was noble for the dark and slav�sh t�mes �n
wh�ch �t was erected, �s granted. When the world was over run w�th tyranny
the least remove therefrom was a glor�ous rescue. But that �t �s �mperfect,
subject to convuls�ons, and �ncapable of produc�ng what �t seems to
prom�se, �s eas�ly demonstrated.

Absolute governments (tho’ the d�sgrace of human nature) have th�s
advantage w�th them, that they are s�mple; �f the people suffer, they know
the head from wh�ch the�r suffer�ng spr�ngs, know l�kew�se the remedy, and
are not bew�ldered by a var�ety of causes and cures. But the const�tut�on of
England �s so exceed�ngly complex, that the nat�on may suffer for years
together w�thout be�ng able to d�scover �n wh�ch part the fault l�es, some
w�ll say �n one and some �n another, and every pol�t�cal phys�c�an w�ll
adv�se a d�fferent med�c�ne.

I know �t �s d�ff�cult to get over local or long stand�ng prejud�ces, yet �f
we w�ll suffer ourselves to exam�ne the component parts of the Engl�sh



const�tut�on, we shall f�nd them to be the base rema�ns of two anc�ent
tyrann�es, compounded w�th some new republ�can mater�als.

F�rst.—The rema�ns of monarch�cal tyranny �n the person of the k�ng.

Secondly.—The rema�ns of ar�stocrat�cal tyranny �n the persons of the
peers.

Th�rdly.—The new republ�can mater�als, �n the persons of the commons,
on whose v�rtue depends the freedom of England.

The two f�rst, by be�ng hered�tary, are �ndependent of the people;
wherefore �n a const�tut�onal sense they contr�bute noth�ng towards the
freedom of the state.

To say that the const�tut�on of England �s a un�on of three powers
rec�procally check�ng each other, �s farc�cal, e�ther the words have no
mean�ng, or they are flat contrad�ct�ons.

To say that the commons �s a check upon the k�ng, presupposes two
th�ngs:

F�rst.—That the k�ng �s not to be trusted w�thout be�ng looked after, or
�n other words, that a th�rst for absolute power �s the natural d�sease of
monarchy.

Secondly.—That the commons, by be�ng appo�nted for that purpose, are
e�ther w�ser or more worthy of conf�dence than the crown.

But as the same const�tut�on wh�ch g�ves the commons a power to check
the k�ng by w�thhold�ng the suppl�es, g�ves afterwards the k�ng a power to
check the commons, by empower�ng h�m to reject the�r other b�lls; �t aga�n
supposes that the k�ng �s w�ser than those whom �t has already supposed to
be w�ser than h�m. A mere absurd�ty!

There �s someth�ng exceed�ngly r�d�culous �n the compos�t�on of
monarchy; �t f�rst excludes a man from the means of �nformat�on, yet
empowers h�m to act �n cases where the h�ghest judgment �s requ�red. The



state of a k�ng shuts h�m from the world, yet the bus�ness of a k�ng requ�res
h�m to know �t thoroughly; wherefore the d�fferent parts, by unnaturally
oppos�ng and destroy�ng each other, prove the whole character to be absurd
and useless.

Some wr�ters have expla�ned the Engl�sh const�tut�on thus; the k�ng, say
they, �s one, the people another; the peers are an house �n behalf of the k�ng;
the commons �n behalf of the people; but th�s hath all the d�st�nct�ons of a
house d�v�ded aga�nst �tself; and though the express�ons be pleasantly
arranged, yet when exam�ned they appear �dle and amb�guous; and �t w�ll
always happen, that the n�cest construct�on that words are capable of, when
appl�ed to the descr�pt�on of some th�ng wh�ch e�ther cannot ex�st, or �s too
�ncomprehens�ble to be w�th�n the compass of descr�pt�on, w�ll be words of
sound only, and though they may amuse the ear, they cannot �nform the
m�nd, for th�s explanat�on �ncludes a prev�ous quest�on, v�z. How came the
k�ng by a power wh�ch the people are afra�d to trust, and always obl�ged to
check? Such a power could not be the g�ft of a w�se people, ne�ther can any
power, wh�ch needs check�ng, be from God; yet the prov�s�on, wh�ch the
const�tut�on makes, supposes such a power to ex�st.

But the prov�s�on �s unequal to the task; the means e�ther cannot or w�ll
not accompl�sh the end, and the whole affa�r �s a felo de se; for as the
greater we�ght w�ll always carry up the less, and as all the wheels of a
mach�ne are put �n mot�on by one, �t only rema�ns to know wh�ch power �n
the const�tut�on has the most we�ght, for that w�ll govern; and though the
others, or a part of them, may clog, or, as the phrase �s, check the rap�d�ty of
�ts mot�on, yet so long as they cannot stop �t, the�r endeavors w�ll be
�neffectual; the f�rst mov�ng power w�ll at last have �ts way, and what �t
wants �n speed �s suppl�ed by t�me.

That the crown �s th�s overbear�ng part �n the Engl�sh const�tut�on needs
not be ment�oned, and that �t der�ves �ts whole consequence merely from
be�ng the g�ver of places and pens�ons �s self-ev�dent, wherefore, though we
have been w�se enough to shut and lock a door aga�nst absolute monarchy,
we at the same t�me have been fool�sh enough to put the crown �n
possess�on of the key.



The prejud�ce of Engl�shmen, �n favour of the�r own government by
k�ng, lords and commons, ar�ses as much or more from nat�onal pr�de than
reason. Ind�v�duals are undoubtedly safer �n England than �n some other
countr�es, but the w�ll of the k�ng �s as much the law of the land �n Br�ta�n
as �n France, w�th th�s d�fference, that �nstead of proceed�ng d�rectly from
h�s mouth, �t �s handed to the people under the more form�dable shape of an
act of parl�ament. For the fate of Charles the f�rst, hath only made k�ngs
more subtle—not more just.

Wherefore, lay�ng as�de all nat�onal pr�de and prejud�ce �n favour of
modes and forms, the pla�n truth �s, that �t �s wholly ow�ng to the
const�tut�on of the people, and not to the const�tut�on of the government that
the crown �s not as oppress�ve �n England as �n Turkey.

An �nqu�ry �nto the const�tut�onal errors �n the Engl�sh form of
government �s at th�s t�me h�ghly necessary, for as we are never �n a proper
cond�t�on of do�ng just�ce to others, wh�le we cont�nue under the �nfluence
of some lead�ng part�al�ty, so ne�ther are we capable of do�ng �t to ourselves
wh�le we rema�n fettered by any obst�nate prejud�ce. And as a man, who �s
attached to a prost�tute, �s unf�tted to choose or judge of a w�fe, so any
prepossess�on �n favour of a rotten const�tut�on of government w�ll d�sable
us from d�scern�ng a good one.



OF MONARCHY AND HEREDITARY SUCCESSION.

M������ be�ng or�g�nally equals �n the order of creat�on, the equal�ty
could only be destroyed by some subsequent c�rcumstance; the d�st�nct�ons
of r�ch, and poor, may �n a great measure be accounted for, and that w�thout
hav�ng recourse to the harsh �ll sound�ng names of oppress�on and avar�ce.
Oppress�on �s often the consequence, but seldom or never the means of
r�ches; and though avar�ce w�ll preserve a man from be�ng necess�tously
poor, �t generally makes h�m too t�morous to be wealthy.

But there �s another and greater d�st�nct�on for wh�ch no truly natural or
rel�g�ous reason can be ass�gned, and that �s, the d�st�nct�on of men �nto
����� and ��������. Male and female are the d�st�nct�ons of nature, good
and bad the d�st�nct�ons of heaven; but how a race of men came �nto the
world so exalted above the rest, and d�st�ngu�shed l�ke some new spec�es, �s
worth enqu�r�ng �nto, and whether they are the means of happ�ness or of
m�sery to mank�nd.

In the early ages of the world, accord�ng to the scr�pture chronology,
there were no k�ngs; the consequence of wh�ch was there were no wars; �t �s
the pr�de of k�ngs wh�ch throw mank�nd �nto confus�on. Holland w�thout a
k�ng hath enjoyed more peace for th�s last century than any of the
monarch�al governments �n Europe. Ant�qu�ty favors the same remark; for
the qu�et and rural l�ves of the f�rst patr�archs hath a happy someth�ng �n
them, wh�ch van�shes away when we come to the h�story of Jew�sh royalty.

Government by k�ngs was f�rst �ntroduced �nto the world by the
Heathens, from whom the ch�ldren of Israel cop�ed the custom. It was the
most prosperous �nvent�on the Dev�l ever set on foot for the promot�on of
�dolatry. The Heathens pa�d d�v�ne honors to the�r deceased k�ngs, and the
chr�st�an world hath �mproved on the plan by do�ng the same to the�r l�v�ng
ones. How �mp�ous �s the t�tle of sacred majesty appl�ed to a worm, who �n
the m�dst of h�s splendor �s crumbl�ng �nto dust!

As the exalt�ng one man so greatly above the rest cannot be just�f�ed on
the equal r�ghts of nature, so ne�ther can �t be defended on the author�ty of
scr�pture; for the w�ll of the Alm�ghty, as declared by G�deon and the



prophet Samuel, expressly d�sapproves of government by k�ngs. All ant�-
monarch�cal parts of scr�pture have been very smoothly glossed over �n
monarch�cal governments, but they undoubtedly mer�t the attent�on of
countr�es wh�ch have the�r governments yet to form. “Render unto Cæsar
the th�ngs wh�ch are Cæsar’s” �s the scr�pture doctr�ne of courts, yet �t �s no
support of monarch�cal government, for the Jews at that t�me were w�thout
a k�ng, and �n a state of vassalage to the Romans.

Near three thousand years passed away from the Mosa�c account of the
creat�on, t�ll the Jews under a nat�onal delus�on requested a k�ng. T�ll then
the�r form of government (except �n extraord�nary cases, where the
Alm�ghty �nterposed) was a k�nd of republ�c adm�n�stred by a judge and the
elders of the tr�bes. K�ngs they had none, and �t was held s�nful to
acknowledge any be�ng under that t�tle but the Lord of Hosts. And when a
man ser�ously reflects on the �dolatrous homage wh�ch �s pa�d to the
persons of K�ngs, he need not wonder, that the Alm�ghty ever jealous of h�s
honor, should d�sapprove of a form of government wh�ch so �mp�ously
�nvades the prerogat�ve of heaven.

Monarchy �s ranked �n scr�pture as one of the s�ns of the Jews, for wh�ch
a curse �n reserve �s denounced aga�nst them. The h�story of that transact�on
�s worth attend�ng to.

The ch�ldren of Israel be�ng oppressed by the M�d�an�tes, G�deon
marched aga�nst them w�th a small army, and v�ctory, thro’ the d�v�ne
�nterpos�t�on, dec�ded �n h�s favour. The Jews elate w�th success, and
attr�but�ng �t to the generalsh�p of G�deon, proposed mak�ng h�m a k�ng,
say�ng, Rule thou over us, thou and thy son and thy son’s son. Here was
temptat�on �n �ts fullest extent; not a k�ngdom only, but an hered�tary one,
but G�deon �n the p�ety of h�s soul repl�ed, I w�ll not rule over you, ne�ther
shall my son rule over you. T�� L��� ����� ���� ���� ���. Words need
not be more expl�c�t; G�deon doth not decl�ne the honor, but den�eth the�r
r�ght to g�ve �t; ne�ther doth he compl�ment them w�th �nvented declarat�ons
of h�s thanks, but �n the pos�t�ve st�le of a prophet charges them w�th
d�saffect�on to the�r proper Sovere�gn, the K�ng of heaven.

About one hundred and th�rty years after th�s, they fell aga�n �nto the
same error. The hanker�ng wh�ch the Jews had for the �dolatrous customs of



the Heathens, �s someth�ng exceed�ngly unaccountable; but so �t was, that
lay�ng hold of the m�sconduct of Samuel’s two sons, who were entrusted
w�th some secular concerns, they came �n an abrupt and clamorous manner
to Samuel, say�ng, Behold thou art old, and thy sons walk not �n thy ways,
now make us a k�ng to judge us l�ke all other nat�ons. And here we cannot
but observe that the�r mot�ves were bad, v�z. that they m�ght be l�ke unto
other nat�ons, �.e. the Heathens, whereas the�r true glory la�d �n be�ng as
much unl�ke them as poss�ble. But the th�ng d�spleased Samuel when they
sa�d, G�ve us a k�ng to judge us; and Samuel prayed unto the Lord, and the
Lord sa�d unto Samuel, Hearken unto the vo�ce of the people �n all that they
say unto thee, for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me,
THAT I SHOULD NOT REIGN OVER THEM. Accord�ng to all the works
wh�ch they have done s�nce the day that I brought them up out of Egypt,
even unto th�s day; wherew�th they have forsaken me and served other
Gods; so do they also unto thee. Now therefore hearken unto the�r vo�ce,
howbe�t, protest solemnly unto them and shew them the manner of the k�ng
that shall re�gn over them, �.e. not of any part�cular k�ng, but the general
manner of the k�ngs of the earth, whom Israel was so eagerly copy�ng after.
And notw�thstand�ng the great d�stance of t�me and d�fference of manners,
the character �s st�ll �n fash�on. And Samuel told all the words of the Lord
unto the people, that asked of h�m a k�ng. And he sa�d, Th�s shall be the
manner of the k�ng that shall re�gn over you; he w�ll take your sons and
appo�nt them for h�mself, for h�s char�ots, and to be h�s horsemen, and some
shall run before h�s char�ots (th�s descr�pt�on agrees w�th the present mode
of �mpress�ng men) and he w�ll appo�nt h�m capta�ns over thousands and
capta�ns over f�ft�es, and w�ll set them to ear h�s ground and to reap h�s
harvest, and to make h�s �nstruments of war, and �nstruments of h�s
char�ots; and he w�ll take your daughters to be confect�onar�es, and to be
cooks and to be bakers (th�s descr�bes the expence and luxury as well as the
oppress�on of k�ngs) and he w�ll take your f�elds and your ol�ve yards, even
the best of them, and g�ve them to h�s servants; and he w�ll take the tenth of
your feed, and of your v�neyards, and g�ve them to h�s off�cers and to h�s
servants (by wh�ch we see that br�bery, corrupt�on and favor�t�sm are the
stand�ng v�ces of k�ngs) and he w�ll take the tenth of your men servants, and
your ma�d servants, and your goodl�est young men and your asses, and put
them to h�s work; and he w�ll take the tenth of your sheep, and ye shall be
h�s servants, and ye shall cry out �n that day because of your k�ng wh�ch ye



shall have chosen, ��� ��� L��� ���� ��� ���� ��� �� ���� ���. Th�s
accounts for the cont�nuat�on of monarchy; ne�ther do the characters of the
few good k�ngs wh�ch have l�ved s�nce, e�ther sanct�fy the t�tle, or blot out
the s�nfulness of the or�g�n; the h�gh encom�um g�ven of Dav�d takes no
not�ce of h�m off�c�ally as a k�ng, but only as a man after God’s own heart.
Nevertheless the People refused to obey the vo�ce of Samuel, and they sa�d,
Nay, but we w�ll have a k�ng over us, that we may be l�ke all the nat�ons,
and that our k�ng may judge us, and go out before us, and f�ght our battles.
Samuel cont�nued to reason w�th them, but to no purpose; he set before
them the�r �ngrat�tude, but all would not ava�l; and see�ng them fully bent
on the�r folly, he cr�ed out, I w�ll call unto the Lord, and he shall send
thunder and ra�n (wh�ch then was a pun�shment, be�ng �n the t�me of wheat
harvest) that ye may perce�ve and see that your w�ckedness �s great wh�ch
ye have done �n the s�ght of the Lord, �� ������ ��� � ����. So Samuel
called unto the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and ra�n that day, and all
the people greatly feared the Lord and Samuel. And all the people sa�d unto
Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto the Lord thy God that we d�e not, for ��
���� ����� ���� ��� ���� ���� ����, �� ��� � ����. These port�ons of
scr�pture are d�rect and pos�t�ve. They adm�t of no equ�vocal construct�on.
That the Alm�ghty hath here entered h�s protest aga�nst monarch�cal
government �s true, or the scr�pture �s false. And a man hath good reason to
bel�eve that there �s as much of k�ng-craft, as pr�est-craft, �n w�thhold�ng the
scr�pture from the publ�c �n Pop�sh countr�es. For monarchy �n every
�nstance �s the Popery of government.

To the ev�l of monarchy we have added that of hered�tary success�on;
and as the f�rst �s a degradat�on and lessen�ng of ourselves, so the second,
cla�med as a matter of r�ght, �s an �nsult and an �mpos�t�on on poster�ty. For
all men be�ng or�g�nally equals, no one by b�rth could have a r�ght to set up
h�s own fam�ly �n perpetual preference to all others for ever, and though
h�mself m�ght deserve some decent degree of honors of h�s cotemporar�es,
yet h�s descendants m�ght be far too unworthy to �nher�t them. One of the
strongest natural proofs of the folly of hered�tary r�ght �n k�ngs, �s, that
nature d�sapproves �t, otherw�se she would not so frequently turn �t �nto
r�d�cule by g�v�ng mank�nd an ass for a l�on.



Secondly, as no man at f�rst could possess any other publ�c honors than
were bestowed upon h�m, so the g�vers of those honors could have no
power to g�ve away the r�ght of poster�ty, and though they m�ght say “We
choose you for our head,” they could not, w�thout man�fest �njust�ce to the�r
ch�ldren, say “that your ch�ldren and your ch�ldren’s ch�ldren shall re�gn
over ours for ever.” Because such an unw�se, unjust, unnatural compact
m�ght (perhaps) �n the next success�on put them under the government of a
rogue or a fool. Most w�se men, �n the�r pr�vate sent�ments, have ever
treated hered�tary r�ght w�th contempt; yet �t �s one of those ev�ls, wh�ch
when once establ�shed �s not eas�ly removed; many subm�t from fear, others
from superst�t�on, and the more powerful part shares w�th the k�ng the
plunder of the rest.

Th�s �s suppos�ng the present race of k�ngs �n the world to have had an
honorable or�g�n; whereas �t �s more than probable, that could we take off
the dark cover�ng of ant�qu�ty, and trace them to the�r f�rst r�se, that we
should f�nd the f�rst of them noth�ng better than the pr�nc�pal ruff�an of
some restless gang, whose savage manners or pre-em�nence �n subt�l�ty
obta�ned h�m the t�tle of ch�ef among plunderers; and who by �ncreas�ng �n
power, and extend�ng h�s depredat�ons, over-awed the qu�et and defenceless
to purchase the�r safety by frequent contr�but�ons. Yet h�s electors could
have no �dea of g�v�ng hered�tary r�ght to h�s descendants, because such a
perpetual exclus�on of themselves was �ncompat�ble w�th the free and
unrestra�ned pr�nc�ples they professed to l�ve by. Wherefore, hered�tary
success�on �n the early ages of monarchy could not take place as a matter of
cla�m, but as someth�ng casual or compl�mental; but as few or no records
were extant �n those days, and trad�t�onal h�story stuffed w�th fables, �t was
very easy, after the lapse of a few generat�ons, to trump up some
superst�t�ous tale, conven�ently t�med, Mahomet l�ke, to cram hered�tary
r�ght down the throats of the vulgar. Perhaps the d�sorders wh�ch threatened,
or seemed to threaten, on the decease of a leader and the cho�ce of a new
one (for elect�ons among ruff�ans could not be very orderly) �nduced many
at f�rst to favor hered�tary pretens�ons; by wh�ch means �t happened, as �t
hath happened s�nce, that what at f�rst was subm�tted to as a conven�ence,
was afterwards cla�med as a r�ght.



England, s�nce the conquest, hath known some few good monarchs, but
groaned beneath a much larger number of bad ones; yet no man �n h�s
senses can say that the�r cla�m under W�ll�am the Conqueror �s a very
honorable one. A French bastard land�ng w�th an armed band�tt�, and
establ�sh�ng h�mself k�ng of England aga�nst the consent of the nat�ves, �s �n
pla�n terms a very paltry rascally or�g�nal.—It certa�nly hath no d�v�n�ty �n
�t. However, �t �s needless to spend much t�me �n expos�ng the folly of
hered�tary r�ght; �f there are any so weak as to bel�eve �t, let them
prom�scuously worsh�p the ass and l�on, and welcome. I shall ne�ther copy
the�r hum�l�ty, nor d�sturb the�r devot�on.

Yet I should be glad to ask how they suppose k�ngs came at f�rst? The
quest�on adm�ts but of three answers, v�z. e�ther by lot, by elect�on, or by
usurpat�on. If the f�rst k�ng was taken by lot, �t establ�shes a precedent for
the next, wh�ch excludes hered�tary success�on. Saul was by lot, yet the
success�on was not hered�tary, ne�ther does �t appear from that transact�on
there was any �ntent�on �t ever should. If the f�rst k�ng of any country was
by elect�on, that l�kew�se establ�shes a precedent for the next; for to say, that
the r�ght of all future generat�ons �s taken away, by the act of the f�rst
electors, �n the�r cho�ce not only of a k�ng, but of a fam�ly of k�ngs for ever,
hath no parrallel �n or out of scr�pture but the doctr�ne of or�g�nal s�n, wh�ch
supposes the free w�ll of all men lost �n Adam; and from such compar�son,
and �t w�ll adm�t of no other, hered�tary success�on can der�ve no glory. For
as �n Adam all s�nned, and as �n the f�rst electors all men obeyed; as �n the
one all mank�nd were subjected to Satan, and �n the other to Sovere�gnty; as
our �nnocence was lost �n the f�rst, and our author�ty �n the last; and as both
d�sable us from reassum�ng some former state and pr�v�lege, �t
unanswerably follows that or�g�nal s�n and hered�tary success�on are
parellels. D�shonorable rank! Inglor�ous connex�on! Yet the most subt�le
soph�st cannot produce a juster s�m�le.

As to usurpat�on, no man w�ll be so hardy as to defend �t; and that
W�ll�am the Conqueror was an usurper �s a fact not to be contrad�cted. The
pla�n truth �s, that the ant�qu�ty of Engl�sh monarchy w�ll not bear look�ng
�nto.



But �t �s not so much the absurd�ty as the ev�l of hered�tary success�on
wh�ch concerns mank�nd. D�d �t ensure a race of good and w�se men �t
would have the seal of d�v�ne author�ty, but as �t opens a door to the fool�sh,
the w�cked, and the �mproper, �t hath �n �t the nature of oppress�on. Men
who look upon themselves born to re�gn, and others to obey, soon grow
�nsolent; selected from the rest of mank�nd the�r m�nds are early po�soned
by �mportance; and the world they act �n d�ffers so mater�ally from the
world at large, that they have but l�ttle opportun�ty of know�ng �ts true
�nterests, and when they succeed to the government are frequently the most
�gnorant and unf�t of any throughout the dom�n�ons.

Another ev�l wh�ch attends hered�tary success�on �s, that the throne �s
subject to be possessed by a m�nor at any age; all wh�ch t�me the regency,
act�ng under the cover of a k�ng, have every opportun�ty and �nducement to
betray the�r trust. The same nat�onal m�sfortune happens, when a k�ng worn
out w�th age and �nf�rm�ty, enters the last stage of human weakness. In both
these cases the publ�c becomes a prey to every m�screant, who can tamper
successfully w�th the foll�es e�ther of age or �nfancy.

The most plaus�ble plea, wh�ch hath ever been offered �n favour of
hered�tary success�on, �s, that �t preserves a nat�on from c�v�l wars; and
were th�s true, �t would be we�ghty; whereas, �t �s the most barefaced fals�ty
ever �mposed upon mank�nd. The whole h�story of England d�sowns the
fact. Th�rty k�ngs and two m�nors have re�gned �n that d�stracted k�ngdom
s�nce the conquest, �n wh�ch t�me there have been (�nclud�ng the
Revolut�on) no less than e�ght c�v�l wars and n�neteen rebell�ons. Wherefore
�nstead of mak�ng for peace, �t makes aga�nst �t, and destroys the very
foundat�on �t seems to stand on.

The contest for monarchy and success�on, between the houses of York
and Lancaster, la�d England �n a scene of blood for many years. Twelve
p�tched battles, bes�des sk�rm�shes and s�eges, were fought between Henry
and Edward. Tw�ce was Henry pr�soner to Edward, who �n h�s turn was
pr�soner to Henry. And so uncerta�n �s the fate of war and the temper of a
nat�on, when noth�ng but personal matters are the ground of a quarrel, that
Henry was taken �n tr�umph from a pr�son to a palace, and Edward obl�ged
to fly from a palace to a fore�gn land; yet, as sudden trans�t�ons of temper



are seldom last�ng, Henry �n h�s turn was dr�ven from the throne, and
Edward recalled to succeed h�m. The parl�ament always follow�ng the
strongest s�de.

Th�s contest began �n the re�gn of Henry the S�xth, and was not ent�rely
ext�ngu�shed t�ll Henry the Seventh, �n whom the fam�l�es were un�ted.
Includ�ng a per�od of 67 years, v�z. from 1422 to 1489.

In short, monarchy and success�on have la�d (not th�s or that k�ngdom
only) but the world �n blood and ashes. ’T�s a form of government wh�ch
the word of God bears test�mony aga�nst, and blood w�ll attend �t.

If we �nqu�re �nto the bus�ness of a k�ng, we shall f�nd that �n some
countr�es they have none; and after saunter�ng away the�r l�ves w�thout
pleasure to themselves or advantage to the nat�on, w�thdraw from the scene,
and leave the�r successors to tread the same �dle round. In absolute
monarch�es the whole we�ght of bus�ness, c�v�l and m�l�tary, l�es on the
k�ng; the ch�ldren of Israel �n the�r request for a k�ng, urged th�s plea “that
he may judge us, and go out before us and f�ght our battles.” But �n
countr�es where he �s ne�ther a judge nor a general, as �n England, a man
would be puzzled to know what �s h�s bus�ness.

The nearer any government approaches to a republ�c the less bus�ness
there �s for a k�ng. It �s somewhat d�ff�cult to f�nd a proper name for the
government of England. S�r W�ll�am Mered�th calls �t a republ�c; but �n �ts
present state �t �s unworthy of the name, because the corrupt �nfluence of
the crown, by hav�ng all the places �n �ts d�sposal, hath so effectually
swallowed up the power, and eaten out the v�rtue of the house of commons
(the republ�can part �n the const�tut�on) that the government of England �s
nearly as monarch�cal as that of France or Spa�n. Men fall out w�th names
w�thout understand�ng them. For �t �s the republ�can and not the
monarch�cal part of the const�tut�on of England wh�ch Engl�shmen glory �n,
v�z. the l�berty of choos�ng a house of commons from out of the�r own body
—and �t �s easy to see that when republ�can v�rtue fa�ls, slavery ensues.
Why �s the const�tut�on of England s�ckly, but because monarchy hath
po�soned the republ�c, the crown hath engrossed the commons?



In England a k�ng hath l�ttle more to do than to make war and g�ve away
places; wh�ch �n pla�n terms, �s to �mpover�sh the nat�on and set �t together
by the ears. A pretty bus�ness �ndeed for a man to be allowed e�ght hundred
thousand sterl�ng a year for, and worsh�pped �nto the barga�n! Of more
worth �s one honest man to soc�ety and �n the s�ght of God, than all the
crowned ruff�ans that ever l�ved.



THOUGHTS ON THE PRESENT STATE OF AMERICAN AFFAIRS.

I� the follow�ng pages I offer noth�ng more than s�mple facts, pla�n
arguments, and common sense; and have no other prel�m�nar�es to settle
w�th the reader, than that he w�ll d�vest h�mself of prejud�ce and
prepossess�on, and suffer h�s reason and h�s feel�ngs to determ�ne for
themselves; that he w�ll put on, or rather that he w�ll not put off, the true
character of a man, and generously enlarge h�s v�ews beyond the present
day.

Volumes have been wr�tten on the subject of the struggle between
England and Amer�ca. Men of all ranks have embarked �n the controversy,
from d�fferent mot�ves, and w�th var�ous des�gns; but all have been
�neffectual, and the per�od of debate �s closed. Arms, as the last resource,
dec�de the contest; the appeal was the cho�ce of the k�ng, and the cont�nent
hath accepted the challenge.

It hath been reported of the late Mr. Pelham (who tho’ an able m�n�ster
was not w�thout h�s faults) that on h�s be�ng attacked �n the house of
commons, on the score, that h�s measures were only of a temporary k�nd,
repl�ed “they w�ll last my t�me.” Should a thought so fatal and unmanly
possess the colon�es �n the present contest, the name of ancestors w�ll be
remembered by future generat�ons w�th detestat�on.

The sun never sh�ned on a cause of greater worth. ’T�s not the affa�r of a
c�ty, a country, a prov�nce, or a k�ngdom, but of a cont�nent—of at least one
e�ghth part of the hab�table globe. ’T�s not the concern of a day, a year, or
an age; poster�ty are v�rtually �nvolved �n the contest, and w�ll be more or
less affected, even to the end of t�me, by the proceed�ngs now. Now �s the
seed t�me of cont�nental un�on, fa�th and honor. The least fracture now w�ll
be l�ke a name engraved w�th the po�nt of a p�n on the tender r�nd of a
young oak; the wound w�ll enlarge w�th the tree, and poster�ty read �t �n full
grown characters.

By referr�ng the matter from argument to arms, a new æra for pol�t�cs �s
struck; a new method of th�nk�ng hath ar�sen. All plans, proposals, &c. pr�or
to the n�neteenth of Apr�l, �.e. to the commencement of host�l�t�es, are l�ke



the almanacks of the last year; wh�ch, though proper then, are superseded
and useless now. Whatever was advanced by the advocates on e�ther s�de of
the quest�on then, term�nated �n one and the same po�nt, v�z. a un�on w�th
Great-Br�ta�n; the only d�fference between the part�es was the method of
effect�ng �t; the one propos�ng force, the other fr�endsh�p; but �t hath so far
happened that the f�rst hath fa�led, and the second hath w�thdrawn her
�nfluence.

As much hath been sa�d of the advantages of reconc�l�at�on, wh�ch, l�ke
an agreeable dream, hath passed away and left us as we were, �t �s but r�ght,
that we should exam�ne the contrary s�de of the argument, and �nqu�re �nto
some of the many mater�al �njur�es wh�ch these colon�es susta�n, and always
w�ll susta�n, by be�ng connected w�th, and dependant on Great-Br�ta�n. To
exam�ne that connex�on and dependance, on the pr�nc�ples of nature and
common sense, to see what we have to trust to, �f separated, and what we
are to expect, �f dependant.

I have heard �t asserted by some, that as Amer�ca hath flour�shed under
her former connex�on w�th Great-Br�ta�n, that the same connex�on �s
necessary towards her future happ�ness, and w�ll always have the same
effect. Noth�ng can be more fallac�ous than th�s k�nd of argument. We may
as well assert that because a ch�ld has thr�ved upon m�lk, that �t �s never to
have meat, or that the f�rst twenty years of our l�ves �s to become a
precedent for the next twenty. But even th�s �s adm�tt�ng more than �s true,
for I answer roundly, that Amer�ca would have flour�shed as much, and
probably much more, had no European power had any th�ng to do w�th her.
The commerce, by wh�ch she hath enr�ched herself are the necessar�es of
l�fe, and w�ll always have a market wh�le eat�ng �s the custom of Europe.

But she has protected us, say some. That she has engrossed us �s true,
and defended the cont�nent at our expence as well as her own �s adm�tted,
and she would have defended Turkey from the same mot�ve, v�z. the sake of
trade and dom�n�on.

Alas, we have been long led away by anc�ent prejud�ces, and made large
sacr�f�ces to superst�t�on. We have boasted the protect�on of Great-Br�ta�n,
w�thout cons�der�ng, that her mot�ve was �nterest not attachment; that she
d�d not protect us from our enem�es on our account, but from her enem�es



on her own account, from those who had no quarrel w�th us on any other
account, and who w�ll always be our enem�es on the same account. Let
Br�ta�n wave her pretens�ons to the cont�nent, or the cont�nent throw off the
dependance, and we should be at peace w�th France and Spa�n were they at
war w�th Br�ta�n. The m�ser�es of Hanover last war ought to warn us aga�nst
connex�ons.

It has lately been asserted �n parl�ament, that the colon�es have no
relat�on to each other but through the parent country, �.e. that Pennsylvan�a
and the Jerseys, and so on for the rest, are s�ster colon�es by the way of
England; th�s �s certa�nly a very round-about way of prov�ng relat�onsh�p,
but �t �s the nearest and only true way of prov�ng enemysh�p, �f I may so call
�t. France and Spa�n never were, nor perhaps ever w�ll be our enem�es as
Amer�cans, but as our be�ng the subjects of Great-Br�ta�n.

But Br�ta�n �s the parent country, say some. Then the more shame upon
her conduct. Even brutes do not devour the�r young, nor savages make war
upon the�r fam�l�es; wherefore the assert�on, �f true, turns to her reproach;
but �t happens not to be true, or only partly so, and the phrase parent or
mother country hath been jesu�t�cally adopted by the k�ng and h�s paras�tes,
w�th a low pap�st�cal des�gn of ga�n�ng an unfa�r b�as on the credulous
weakness of our m�nds. Europe, and not England, �s the parent country of
Amer�ca. Th�s new world hath been the asylum for the persecuted lovers of
c�v�l and rel�g�ous l�berty from every part of Europe. H�ther have they fled,
not from the tender embraces of the mother, but from the cruelty of the
monster; and �t �s so far true of England, that the same tyranny wh�ch drove
the f�rst em�grants from home, pursues the�r descendants st�ll.

In th�s extens�ve quarter of the globe, we forget the narrow l�m�ts of
three hundred and s�xty m�les (the extent of England) and carry our
fr�endsh�p on a larger scale; we cla�m brotherhood w�th every European
chr�st�an, and tr�umph �n the generos�ty of the sent�ment.

It �s pleasant to observe by what regular gradat�ons we surmount the
force of local prejud�ce, as we enlarge our acqua�ntance w�th the world. A
man born �n any town �n England d�v�ded �nto par�shes, w�ll naturally
assoc�ate most w�th h�s fellow par�sh�oners (because the�r �nterests �n many
cases w�ll be common) and d�st�ngu�sh h�m by the name of ne�ghbour; �f he



meet h�m but a few m�les from home, he drops the narrow �dea of a street,
and salutes h�m by the name of townsman; �f he travel out of the county,
and meet h�m �n any other, he forgets the m�nor d�v�s�ons of street and
town, and calls h�m countryman, �.e. county-man; but �f �n the�r fore�gn
excurs�ons they should assoc�ate �n France or any other part of Europe, the�r
local remembrance would be enlarged �nto that of Engl�shmen. And by a
just par�ty of reason�ng, all Europeans meet�ng �n Amer�ca, or any other
quarter of the globe, are countrymen; for England, Holland, Germany, or
Sweden, when compared w�th the whole, stand �n the same places on the
larger scale, wh�ch the d�v�s�ons of street, town, and county do on the
smaller ones; d�st�nct�ons too l�m�ted for cont�nental m�nds. Not one th�rd of
the �nhab�tants, even of th�s prov�nce, are of Engl�sh descent. Wherefore I
reprobate the phrase of parent or mother country appl�ed to England only, as
be�ng false, self�sh, narrow and ungenerous.

But adm�tt�ng, that we were all of Engl�sh descent, what does �t amount
to? Noth�ng. Br�ta�n, be�ng now an open enemy, ext�ngu�shes every other
name and t�tle: And to say that reconc�l�at�on �s our duty, �s truly farc�cal.
The f�rst k�ng of England, of the present l�ne (W�ll�am the Conqueror) was a
Frenchman, and half the Peers of England are descendants from the same
country; therefore, by the same method of reason�ng, England ought to be
governed by France.

Much hath been sa�d of the un�ted strength of Br�ta�n and the colon�es,
that �n conjunct�on they m�ght b�d def�ance to the world. But th�s �s mere
presumpt�on; the fate of war �s uncerta�n, ne�ther do the express�ons mean
any th�ng; for th�s cont�nent would never suffer �tself to be dra�ned of
�nhab�tants, to support the Br�t�sh arms �n e�ther As�a, Afr�ca, or Europe.

Bes�des what have we to do w�th sett�ng the world at def�ance? Our plan
�s commerce, and that, well attended to, w�ll secure us the peace and
fr�endsh�p of all Europe; because, �t �s the �nterest of all Europe to have
Amer�ca a free port. Her trade w�ll always be a protect�on, and her
barrenness of gold and s�lver secure her from �nvaders.

I challenge the warmest advocate for reconc�l�at�on, to shew, a s�ngle
advantage that th�s cont�nent can reap, by be�ng connected w�th Great
Br�ta�n. I repeat the challenge, not a s�ngle advantage �s der�ved. Our corn



w�ll fetch �ts pr�ce �n any market �n Europe, and our �mported goods must
be pa�d for buy them where we w�ll.

But the �njur�es and d�sadvantages we susta�n by that connect�on, are
w�thout number; and our duty to mank�nd at large, as well as to ourselves,
�nstruct us to renounce the all�ance: Because, any subm�ss�on to, or
dependance on Great-Br�ta�n, tends d�rectly to �nvolve th�s cont�nent �n
European wars and quarrels; and sets us at var�ance w�th nat�ons, who
would otherw�se seek our fr�endsh�p, and aga�nst whom, we have ne�ther
anger nor compla�nt. As Europe �s our market for trade, we ought to form
no part�al connect�on w�th any part of �t. It �s the true �nterest of Amer�ca to
steer clear of European content�ons, wh�ch she never can do, wh�le by her
dependence on Br�ta�n, she �s made the make-we�ght �n the scale of Br�t�sh
pol�t�cs.

Europe �s too th�ckly planted w�th k�ngdoms to be long at peace, and
whenever a war breaks out between England and any fore�gn power, the
trade of Amer�ca goes to ru�n, because of her connect�on w�th Br�ta�n. The
next war may not turn out l�ke the last, and should �t not, the advocates for
reconc�l�at�on now w�ll be w�sh�ng for separat�on then, because, neutral�ty
�n that case, would be a safer convoy than a man of war. Every th�ng that �s
r�ght or natural pleads for separat�on. The blood of the sla�n, the weep�ng
vo�ce of nature cr�es, ’T�� ���� �� ����. Even the d�stance at wh�ch the
Alm�ghty hath placed England and Amer�ca, �s a strong and natural proof,
that the author�ty of the one, over the other, was never the des�gn of
Heaven. The t�me l�kew�se at wh�ch the cont�nent was d�scovered, adds
we�ght to the argument, and the manner �n wh�ch �t was peopled encreases
the force of �t. The reformat�on was preceded by the d�scovery of Amer�ca,
as �f the Alm�ghty grac�ously meant to open a sanctuary to the persecuted �n
future years, when home should afford ne�ther fr�endsh�p nor safety.

The author�ty of Great-Br�ta�n over th�s cont�nent, �s a form of
government, wh�ch sooner or later must have an end: And a ser�ous m�nd
can draw no true pleasure by look�ng forward, under the pa�nful and
pos�t�ve conv�ct�on, that what he calls “the present const�tut�on” �s merely
temporary. As parents, we can have no joy, know�ng that th�s government �s
not suff�c�ently last�ng to ensure any th�ng wh�ch we may bequeath to



poster�ty: And by a pla�n method of argument, as we are runn�ng the next
generat�on �nto debt, we ought to do the work of �t, otherw�se we use them
meanly and p�t�fully. In order to d�scover the l�ne of our duty r�ghtly, we
should take our ch�ldren �n our hand, and f�x our stat�on a few years farther
�nto l�fe; that em�nence w�ll present a prospect, wh�ch a few present fears
and prejud�ces conceal from our s�ght.

Though I would carefully avo�d g�v�ng unnecessary offence, yet I am
�ncl�ned to bel�eve, that all those who espouse the doctr�ne of reconc�l�at�on,
may be �ncluded w�th�n the follow�ng descr�pt�ons. Interested men, who are
not to be trusted; weak men, who cannot see; prejud�ced men, who w�ll not
see; and a certa�n set of moderate men, who th�nk better of the European
world than �t deserves; and th�s last class, by an �ll-judged del�berat�on, w�ll
be the cause of more calam�t�es to th�s cont�nent, than all the other three.

It �s the good fortune of many to l�ve d�stant from the scene of sorrow;
the ev�l �s not suff�c�ent brought to the�r doors to make them feel the
precar�ousness w�th wh�ch all Amer�can property �s possessed. But let our
�mag�nat�ons transport us for a few moments to Boston, that seat of
wretchedness w�ll teach us w�sdom, and �nstruct us for ever to renounce a
power �n whom we can have no trust. The �nhab�tants of that unfortunate
c�ty, who but a few months ago were �n ease and affluence, have now, no
other alternat�ve than to stay and starve, or turn out to beg. Endangered by
the f�re of the�r fr�ends �f they cont�nue w�th�n the c�ty, and plundered by the
sold�ery �f they leave �t. In the�r present cond�t�on they are pr�soners w�thout
the hope of redempt�on, and �n a general attack for the�r rel�ef, they would
be exposed to the fury of both arm�es.

Men of pass�ve tempers look somewhat l�ghtly over the offences of
Br�ta�n, and, st�ll hop�ng for the best, are apt to call out, “Come, come, we
shall be fr�ends aga�n, for all th�s.” But exam�ne the pass�ons and feel�ngs
of mank�nd, Br�ng the doctr�ne of reconc�l�at�on to the touchstone of nature,
and then tell me, whether you can hereafter love, honour, and fa�thfully
serve the power that hath carr�ed f�re and sword �nto your land? If you
cannot do all these, then are you only dece�v�ng yourselves, and by your
delay br�ng�ng ru�n upon poster�ty. Your future connect�on w�th Br�ta�n,
whom you can ne�ther love nor honour, w�ll be forced and unnatural, and



be�ng formed only on the plan of present conven�ence, w�ll �n a l�ttle t�me
fall �nto a relapse more wretched than the f�rst. But �f you say, you can st�ll
pass the v�olat�ons over, then I ask, Hath your house been burnt? Hath your
property been destroyed before your face? Are your w�fe and ch�ldren
dest�tute of a bed to l�e on, or bread to l�ve on? Have you lost a parent or a
ch�ld by the�r hands, and yourself the ru�ned and wretched surv�vor? If you
have not, then are you not a judge of those who have. But �f you have, and
st�ll can shake hands w�th the murderers, then are you unworthy of the
name of husband, father, fr�end, or lover, and whatever may be your rank or
t�tle �n l�fe, you have the heart of a coward, and the sp�r�t of a sycophant.

Th�s �s not �nflam�ng or exaggerat�ng matters, but try�ng them by those
feel�ngs and affect�ons wh�ch nature just�f�es, and w�thout wh�ch, we should
be �ncapable of d�scharg�ng the soc�al dut�es of l�fe, or enjoy�ng the
fel�c�t�es of �t. I mean not to exh�b�t horror for the purpose of provok�ng
revenge, but to awaken us from fatal and unmanly slumbers, that we may
pursue determ�nately some f�xed object. It �s not �n the power of Br�ta�n or
of Europe to conquer Amer�ca, �f she do not conquer herself by delay and
t�m�d�ty. The present w�nter �s worth an age �f r�ghtly employed, but �f lost
or neglected, the whole cont�nent w�ll partake of the m�sfortune; and there
�s no pun�shment wh�ch that man w�ll not deserve, be he who, or what, or
where he w�ll, that may be the means of sacr�f�c�ng a season so prec�ous and
useful.

It �s repugnant to reason, to the un�versal order of th�ngs to all examples
from former ages, to suppose, that th�s cont�nent can longer rema�n subject
to any external power. The most sangu�ne �n Br�ta�n does not th�nk so. The
utmost stretch of human w�sdom cannot, at th�s t�me, compass a plan short
of separat�on, wh�ch can prom�se the cont�nent even a year’s secur�ty.
Reconc�l�at�on �s now a fallac�ous dream. Nature hath deserted the
connex�on, and Art cannot supply her place. For, as M�lton w�sely
expresses, “never can true reconc�lement grow where wounds of deadly
hate have p�erced so deep.”

Every qu�et method for peace hath been �neffectual. Our prayers have
been rejected w�th d�sda�n; and only tended to conv�nce us, that noth�ng
flatters van�ty, or conf�rms obst�nacy �n K�ngs more than repeated



pet�t�on�ng—and noth�ng hath contr�buted more than that very measure to
make the K�ngs of Europe absolute: W�tness Denmark and Sweden.
Wherefore, s�nce noth�ng but blows w�ll do, for God’s sake, let us come to a
f�nal separat�on, and not leave the next generat�on to be cutt�ng throats,
under the v�olated unmean�ng names of parent and ch�ld.

To say, they w�ll never attempt �t aga�n �s �dle and v�s�onary, we thought
so at the repeal of the stamp-act, yet a year or two undece�ved us; as well
may we suppose that nat�ons, wh�ch have been once defeated, w�ll never
renew the quarrel.

As to government matters, �t �s not �n the power of Br�ta�n to do th�s
cont�nent just�ce: The bus�ness of �t w�ll soon be too we�ghty, and �ntr�cate,
to be managed w�th any tolerable degree of conven�ence, by a power, so
d�stant from us, and so very �gnorant of us; for �f they cannot conquer us,
they cannot govern us. To be always runn�ng three or four thousand m�les
w�th a tale or a pet�t�on, wa�t�ng four or f�ve months for an answer, wh�ch
when obta�ned requ�res f�ve or s�x more to expla�n �t �n, w�ll �n a few years
be looked upon as folly and ch�ld�shness—There was a t�me when �t was
proper, and there �s a proper t�me for �t to cease.

Small �slands not capable of protect�ng themselves, are the proper
objects for k�ngdoms to take under the�r care; but there �s someth�ng very
absurd, �n suppos�ng a cont�nent to be perpetually governed by an �sland. In
no �nstance hath nature made the satell�te larger than �ts pr�mary planet, and
as England and Amer�ca, w�th respect to each other, reverses the common
order of nature, �t �s ev�dent they belong to d�fferent systems: England to
Europe, Amer�ca to �tself.

I am not �nduced by mot�ves of pr�de, party, or resentment to espouse the
doctr�ne of separat�on and �ndependance; I am clearly, pos�t�vely, and
consc�ent�ously persuaded that �t �s the true �nterest of th�s cont�nent to be
so; that every th�ng short of that �s mere patchwork, that �t can afford no
last�ng fel�c�ty,—that �t �s leav�ng the sword to our ch�ldren, and shr�nk�ng
back at a t�me, when, a l�ttle more, a l�ttle farther, would have rendered th�s
cont�nent the glory of the earth.



As Br�ta�n hath not man�fested the least �ncl�nat�on towards a
comprom�se, we may be assured that no terms can be obta�ned worthy the
acceptance of the cont�nent, or any ways equal to the expence of blood and
treasure we have been already put to.

The object, contended for, ought always to bear some just proport�on to
the expence. The removal of North, or the whole detestable junto, �s a
matter unworthy the m�ll�ons we have expended. A temporary stoppage of
trade, was an �nconven�ence, wh�ch would have suff�c�ently ballanced the
repeal of all the acts compla�ned of, had such repeals been obta�ned; but �f
the whole cont�nent must take up arms, �f every man must be a sold�er, �t �s
scarcely worth our wh�le to f�ght aga�nst a contempt�ble m�n�stry only.
Dearly, dearly, do we pay for the repeal of the acts, �f that �s all we f�ght for;
for �n a just est�mat�on, �t �s as great a folly to pay a Bunker-h�ll pr�ce for
law, as for land. As I have always cons�dered the �ndependancy of th�s
cont�nent, as an event, wh�ch sooner or later must arr�ve, so from the late
rap�d progress of the cont�nent to matur�ty, the event could not be far off.
Wherefore, on the break�ng out of host�l�t�es, �t was not worth the wh�le to
have d�sputed a matter, wh�ch t�me would have f�nally redressed, unless we
meant to be �n earnest; otherw�se, �t �s l�ke wast�ng an estate on a su�t at law,
to regulate the trespasses of a tenant, whose lease �s just exp�r�ng. No man
was a warmer w�sher for reconc�l�at�on than myself, before the fatal
n�neteenth of Apr�l 1775, but the moment the event of that day was made
known, I rejected the hardened, sullen tempered Pharaoh of England for
ever; and d�sda�n the wretch, that w�th the pretended t�tle of ������ �� ���
������ can unfeel�ngly hear of the�r slaughter, and composedly sleep w�th
the�r blood upon h�s soul.

But adm�tt�ng that matters were now made up, what would be the event?
I answer, the ru�n of the cont�nent. And that for several reasons.

F�rst. The powers of govern�ng st�ll rema�n�ng �n the hands of the k�ng,
he w�ll have a negat�ve over the whole leg�slat�on of th�s cont�nent. And as
he hath shewn h�mself such an �nveterate enemy to l�berty, and d�scovered
such a th�rst for arb�trary power; �s he, or �s he not, a proper man to say to
these colon�es, “You shall make no laws but what I please.” And �s there
any �nhab�tant �n Amer�ca so �gnorant, as not to know, that accord�ng to



what �s called the present const�tut�on, that th�s cont�nent can make no laws
but what the k�ng g�ves leave to; and �s there any man so unw�se, as not to
see, that (cons�der�ng what has happened) he w�ll suffer no law to be made
here, but such as su�t h�s purpose. We may be as effectually enslaved by the
want of laws �n Amer�ca, as by subm�tt�ng to laws made for us �n England.
After matters are made up (as �t �s called) can there be any doubt, but the
whole power of the crown w�ll be exerted, to keep th�s cont�nent as low and
humble as poss�ble? Instead of go�ng forward we shall go backward, or be
perpetually quarrell�ng or r�d�culously pet�t�on�ng.—We are already greater
than the k�ng w�shes us to be, and w�ll he not hereafter endeavour to make
us less? To br�ng the matter to one po�nt. Is the power who �s jealous of our
prosper�ty, a proper power to govern us? Whoever says No to th�s quest�on
�s an �ndependant, for �ndependancy means no more, than, whether we shall
make our own laws, or whether the k�ng, the greatest enemy th�s cont�nent
hath, or can have, shall tell us “there shall be no laws but such as I l�ke.”

But the k�ng you w�ll say has a negat�ve �n England; the people there can
make no laws w�thout h�s consent. In po�nt of r�ght and good order, there �s
someth�ng very r�d�culous, that a youth of twenty-one (wh�ch hath often
happened) shall say to several m�ll�ons of people, older and w�ser than
h�mself, I forb�d th�s or that act of yours to be law. But �n th�s place I
decl�ne th�s sort of reply, though I w�ll never cease to expose the absurd�ty
of �t, and only answer, that England be�ng the K�ng’s res�dence, and
Amer�ca not so, makes qu�te another case. The k�ng’s negat�ve here �s ten
t�mes more dangerous and fatal than �t can be �n England, for there he w�ll
scarcely refuse h�s consent to a b�ll for putt�ng England �nto as strong a state
of defence as poss�ble, and �n Amer�ca he would never suffer such a b�ll to
be passed.

Amer�ca �s only a secondary object �n the system of Br�t�sh pol�t�cs,
England consults the good of th�s country, no farther than �t answers her
own purpose. Wherefore, her own �nterest leads her to suppress the growth
of ours �n every case wh�ch doth not promote her advantage, or �n the least
�nterferes w�th �t. A pretty state we should soon be �n under such a second-
hand government, cons�der�ng what has happened! Men do not change from
enem�es to fr�ends by the alterat�on of a name: And �n order to shew that
reconc�l�at�on now �s a dangerous doctr�ne, I aff�rm, that �t would be pol�cy



�n the k�ng at th�s t�me, to repeal the acts for the sake of re�nstat�ng h�mself
�n the government of the prov�nces; �n order, that �� ��� ���������� ��
����� ��� ��������, �� ��� ���� ���, ���� �� ������ �� �� ����� ���
�������� �� ��� ����� ���. Reconc�l�at�on and ru�n are nearly related.

Secondly. That as even the best terms, wh�ch we can expect to obta�n,
can amount to no more than a temporary exped�ent, or a k�nd of
government by guard�ansh�p, wh�ch can last no longer than t�ll the colon�es
come of age, so the general face and state of th�ngs, �n the �nter�m, w�ll be
unsettled and unprom�s�ng. Em�grants of property w�ll not choose to come
to a country whose form of government hangs but by a thread, and who �s
every day totter�ng on the br�nk of commot�on and d�sturbance; and
numbers of the present �nhab�tants would lay hold of the �nterval, to
d�spense of the�r effects, and qu�t the cont�nent.

But the most powerful of all arguments, �s, that noth�ng but
�ndependance, �.e. a cont�nental form of government, can keep the peace of
the cont�nent and preserve �t �nv�olate from c�v�l wars. I dread the event of a
reconc�l�at�on w�th Br�ta�n now, as �t �s more than probable, that �t w�ll be
followed by a revolt somewhere or other, the consequences of wh�ch may
be far more fatal than all the mal�ce of Br�ta�n.

Thousands are already ru�ned by Br�t�sh barbar�ty; (thousands more w�ll
probably suffer the same fate) Those men have other feel�ngs than us who
have noth�ng suffered. All they now possess �s l�berty, what they before
enjoyed �s sacr�f�ced to �ts serv�ce, and hav�ng noth�ng more to lose, they
d�sda�n subm�ss�on. Bes�des, the general temper of the colon�es, towards a
Br�t�sh government, w�ll be l�ke that of a youth, who �s nearly out of h�s
t�me; they w�ll care very l�ttle about her. And a government wh�ch cannot
preserve the peace, �s no government at all, and �n that case we pay our
money for noth�ng; and pray what �s �t that Br�ta�n can do, whose power
w�ll be wholly on paper, should a c�v�l tumult break out the very day after
reconc�l�at�on? I have heard some men say, many of whom I bel�eve spoke
w�thout th�nk�ng, that they dreaded an �ndependance, fear�ng that �t would
produce c�v�l wars. It �s but seldom that our f�rst thoughts are truly correct,
and that �s the case here; for there are ten t�mes more to dread from a
patched up connex�on than from �ndependance. I make the sufferers case



my own, and I protest, that were I dr�ven from house and home, my
property destroyed, and my c�rcumstances ru�ned, that as man, sens�ble of
�njur�es, I could never rel�sh the doctr�ne of reconc�l�at�on, or cons�der
myself bound thereby.

The colon�es have man�fested such a sp�r�t of good order and obed�ence
to cont�nental government, as �s suff�c�ent to make every reasonable person
easy and happy on that head. No man can ass�gn the least pretence for h�s
fears, on any other grounds, than such as are truly ch�ld�sh and r�d�culous,
v�z. that one colony w�ll be str�v�ng for super�or�ty over another.

Where there are no d�st�nct�ons there can be no super�or�ty, perfect
equal�ty affords no temptat�on. The republ�cs of Europe are all (and we may
say always) �n peace. Holland and Sw�sserland are w�thout wars, fore�gn or
domest�c: Monarch�cal governments, �t �s true, are never long at rest; the
crown �tself �s a temptat�on to enterpr�z�ng ruff�ans at home; and that degree
of pr�de and �nsolence ever attendant on regal author�ty, swells �nto a
rupture w�th fore�gn powers, �n �nstances, where a republ�can government,
by be�ng formed on more natural pr�nc�ples, would negoc�ate the m�stake.

If there �s any true cause of fear respect�ng �ndependance, �t �s because
no plan �s yet la�d down. Men do not see the�r way out—Wherefore, as an
open�ng �nto that bus�ness, I offer the follow�ng h�nts; at the same t�me
modestly aff�rm�ng, that I have no other op�n�on of them myself, than that
they may be the means of g�v�ng r�se to someth�ng better. Could the
straggl�ng thoughts of �nd�v�duals be collected, they would frequently form
mater�als for w�se and able men to �mprove �nto useful matter.

Let the assembl�es be annual, w�th a Pres�dent only. The representat�on
more equal. The�r bus�ness wholly domest�c, and subject to the author�ty of
a Cont�nental Congress.

Let each colony be d�v�ded �nto s�x, e�ght, or ten, conven�ent d�str�cts,
each d�str�ct to send a proper number of delegates to Congress, so that each
colony send at least th�rty. The whole number �n Congress w�ll be at least
390. Each Congress to s�t and to choose a pres�dent by the follow�ng
method. When the delegates are met, let a colony be taken from the whole



th�rteen colon�es by lot, after wh�ch, let the whole Congress choose (by
ballot) a pres�dent from out of the delegates of that prov�nce. In the next
Congress, let a colony be taken by lot from twelve only, om�tt�ng that
colony from wh�ch the pres�dent was taken �n the former Congress, and so
proceed�ng on t�ll the whole th�rteen shall have had the�r proper rotat�on.
And �n order that noth�ng may pass �nto a law but what �s sat�sfactor�ly just,
not less than three f�fths of the Congress to be called a major�ty.—He that
w�ll promote d�scord, under a government so equally formed as th�s, would
have jo�ned Luc�fer �n h�s revolt.

But as there �s a pecul�ar del�cacy, from whom, or �n what manner, th�s
bus�ness must f�rst ar�se, and as �t seems most agreeable and cons�stent that
�t should come from some �ntermed�ate body between the governed and the
governors, that �s, between the Congress and the people, let a C����������
C��������� be held, �n the follow�ng manner, and for the follow�ng
purpose.

A comm�ttee of twenty-s�x members of Congress, v�z. two for each
colony. Two members from each House of Assembly, or Prov�nc�al
Convent�on; and f�ve representat�ves of the people at large, to be chosen �n
the cap�tal c�ty or town of each prov�nce, for, and �n behalf of the whole
prov�nce, by as many qual�f�ed voters as shall th�nk proper to attend from
all parts of the prov�nce for that purpose; or, �f more conven�ent, the
representat�ves may be chosen �n two or three of the most populous parts
thereof. In th�s conference, thus assembled, w�ll be un�ted, the two grand
pr�nc�ples of bus�ness, knowledge and power. The members of Congress,
Assembl�es, or Convent�ons, by hav�ng had exper�ence �n nat�onal
concerns, w�ll be able and useful counsellors, and the whole, be�ng
�mpowered by the people, w�ll have a truly legal author�ty.



The conferr�ng members be�ng met, let the�r bus�ness be to frame a
C���������� C������, or Charter of the Un�ted Colon�es; (answer�ng to
what �s called the Magna Charta of England) f�x�ng the number and manner
of choos�ng members of Congress, members of Assembly, w�th the�r date of
s�tt�ng, and draw�ng the l�ne of bus�ness and jur�sd�ct�on between them:
(Always remember�ng, that our strength �s cont�nental, not prov�nc�al:)
Secur�ng freedom and property to all men, and above all th�ngs, the free
exerc�se of rel�g�on, accord�ng to the d�ctates of consc�ence; w�th such other
matter as �s necessary for a charter to conta�n. Immed�ately after wh�ch, the
sa�d Conference to d�ssolve, and the bod�es wh�ch shall be chosen
comformable to the sa�d charter, to be the leg�slators and governors of th�s
cont�nent for the t�me be�ng: Whose peace and happ�ness, may God
preserve, Amen.

Should any body of men be hereafter delegated for th�s or some s�m�lar
purpose, I offer them the follow�ng extracts from that w�se observer on
governments Dragonett�. “The sc�ence” says he “of the pol�t�c�an cons�sts
�n f�x�ng the true po�nt of happ�ness and freedom. Those men would deserve
the grat�tude of ages, who should d�scover a mode of government that
conta�ned the greatest sum of �nd�v�dual happ�ness, w�th the least nat�onal
expense.

Dragonett� on v�rtue and rewards.”

But where says some �s the K�ng of Amer�ca? I’ll tell you Fr�end, he
re�gns above, and doth not make havoc of mank�nd l�ke the Royal Brute of
Br�ta�n. Yet that we may not appear to be defect�ve even �n earthly honors,
let a day be solemnly set apart for procla�m�ng the charter; let �t be brought
forth placed on the d�v�ne law, the word of God; let a crown be placed
thereon, by wh�ch the world may know, that so far as we approve of
monarchy, that �n Amer�ca ��� ��� �� ����. For as �n absolute governments
the K�ng �s law, so �n free countr�es the law ought to be K�ng; and there
ought to be no other. But lest any �ll use should afterwards ar�se, let the
crown at the conclus�on of the ceremony be demol�shed, and scattered
among the people whose r�ght �t �s.



A government of our own �s our natural r�ght: And when a man ser�ously
reflects on the precar�ousness of human affa�rs, he w�ll become conv�nced,
that �t �s �nf�n�tely w�ser and safer, to form a const�tut�on of our own �n a
cool del�berate manner, wh�le we have �t �n our power, than to trust such an
�nterest�ng event to t�me and chance. If we om�t �t now, some Massanello ¹
may hereafter ar�se, who lay�ng hold of popular d�squ�etudes, may collect
together the desperate and the d�scontented, and by assum�ng to themselves
the powers of government, may sweep away the l�bert�es of the cont�nent
l�ke a deluge. Should the government of Amer�ca return aga�n �nto the
hands of Br�ta�n, the totter�ng s�tuat�on of th�ngs, w�ll be a temptat�on for
some desperate adventurer to try h�s fortune; and �n such a case, what rel�ef
can Br�ta�n g�ve? Ere she could hear the news, the fatal bus�ness m�ght be
done; and ourselves suffer�ng l�ke the wretched Br�tons under the
oppress�on of the Conqueror. Ye that oppose �ndependance now, ye know
not what ye do; ye are open�ng a door to eternal tyranny, by keep�ng vacant
the seat of government. There are thousands, and tens of thousands, who
would th�nk �t glor�ous to expel from the cont�nent, that barbarous and
hell�sh power, wh�ch hath st�rred up the Ind�ans and Negroes to destroy us,
the cruelty hath a double gu�lt, �t �s deal�ng brutally by us, and treacherously
by them.

¹ Thomas Anello, otherw�se Massanello, a f�sherman of Naples, who
after sp�r�t�ng up h�s countrymen �n the publ�c market place, aga�nst the
oppress�ons of the Span�ards, to whom the place was then subject,
prompted them to revolt, and �n the space of a day became k�ng.

To talk of fr�endsh�p w�th those �n whom our reason forb�ds us to have
fa�th, and our affect�ons wounded through a thousand pores �nstruct us to
detest, �s madness and folly. Every day wears out the l�ttle rema�ns of
k�ndred between us and them, and can there be any reason to hope, that as
the relat�onsh�p exp�res, the affect�on w�ll �ncrease, or that we shall agree
better, when we have ten t�mes more and greater concerns to quarrel over
than ever?

Ye that tell us of harmony and reconc�l�at�on, can ye restore to us the
t�me that �s past? Can ye g�ve to prost�tut�on �ts former �nnocence? Ne�ther
can ye reconc�le Br�ta�n and Amer�ca. The last cord now �s broken, the
people of England are present�ng addresses aga�nst us. There are �njur�es



wh�ch nature cannot forg�ve; she would cease to be nature �f she d�d. As
well can the lover forg�ve the rav�sher of h�s m�stress, as the cont�nent
forg�ve the murders of Br�ta�n. The Alm�ghty hath �mplanted �n us these
unext�ngu�shable feel�ngs for good and w�se purposes. They are the
guard�ans of h�s �mage �n our hearts. They d�st�ngu�sh us from the herd of
common an�mals. The soc�al compact would d�ssolve, and just�ce be
ext�rpated the earth, or have only a casual ex�stence were we callous to the
touches of affect�on. The robber, and the murderer, would often escape
unpun�shed, d�d not the �njur�es wh�ch our tempers susta�n, provoke us �nto
just�ce.

O ye that love mank�nd! Ye that dare oppose, not only the tyranny, but
the tyrant, stand forth! Every spot of the old world �s overrun w�th
oppress�on. Freedom hath been hunted round the globe. As�a, and Afr�ca,
have long expelled her—Europe regards her l�ke a stranger, and England
hath g�ven her warn�ng to depart. O! rece�ve the fug�t�ve, and prepare �n
t�me an asylum for mank�nd.



OF THE PRESENT ABILITY OF AMERICA,
WITH SOME MISCELLANEOUS REFLEXIONS.

I ���� never met w�th a man, e�ther �n England or Amer�ca, who hath not
confessed h�s op�n�on, that a separat�on between the countr�es, would take
place one t�me or other: And there �s no �nstance, �n wh�ch we have shewn
less judgment, than �n endeavour�ng to descr�be, what we call, the r�peness
or f�tness of the Cont�nent for �ndependance.

As all men allow the measure, and vary only �n the�r op�n�on of the t�me,
let us, �n order to remove m�stakes, take a general survey of th�ngs, and
endeavour, �f poss�ble, to f�nd out the very t�me. But we need not go far, the
�nqu�ry ceases at once, for, the t�me hath found us. The general concurrence,
the glor�ous un�on of all th�ngs prove the fact.

It �s not �n numbers, but �n un�ty, that our great strength l�es; yet our
present numbers are suff�c�ent to repel the force of all the world. The
Cont�nent hath, at th�s t�me, the largest body of armed and d�sc�pl�ned men
of any power under Heaven; and �s just arr�ved at that p�tch of strength, �n
wh�ch no s�ngle colony �s able to support �tself, and the whole, when un�ted,
can accompl�sh the matter, and e�ther more, or, less than th�s, m�ght be fatal
�n �ts effects. Our land force �s already suff�c�ent, and as to naval affa�rs, we
cannot be �nsens�ble, that Br�ta�n would never suffer an Amer�can man of
war to be bu�lt, wh�le the cont�nent rema�ned �n her hands. Wherefore, we
should be no forwarder an hundred years hence �n that branch, than we are
now; but the truth �s, we should be less so, because the t�mber of the
country �s every day d�m�n�sh�ng, and that, wh�ch w�ll rema�n at last, w�ll be
far off and d�ff�cult to procure.

Were the cont�nent crowded w�th �nhab�tants, her suffer�ngs under the
present c�rcumstances would be �ntolerable. The more sea port towns we
had, the more should we have both to defend and to lose. Our present
numbers are so happ�ly proport�oned to our wants, that no man need be �dle.
The d�m�nut�on of trade affords an army, and the necess�t�es of an army
create a new trade.



Debts we have none; and whatever we may contract on th�s account w�ll
serve as a glor�ous memento of our v�rtue. Can we but leave poster�ty w�th a
settled form of government, an �ndependant const�tut�on of �ts own, the
purchase at any pr�ce w�ll be cheap. But to expend m�ll�ons for the sake of
gett�ng a few v�le acts repealed, and rout�ng the present m�n�stry only, �s
unworthy the charge, and �s us�ng poster�ty w�th the utmost cruelty; because
�t �s leav�ng them the great work to do, and a debt upon the�r backs, from
wh�ch they der�ve no advantage. Such a thought �s unworthy a man of
honor, and �s the true character�st�c of a narrow heart and a pedl�ng
pol�t�c�an.

The debt we may contract doth not deserve our regard �f the work be but
accompl�shed. No nat�on ought to be w�thout a debt. A nat�onal debt �s a
nat�onal bond; and when �t bears no �nterest, �s �n no case a gr�evance.
Br�ta�n �s oppressed w�th a debt of upwards of one hundred and forty
m�ll�ons sterl�ng, for wh�ch she pays upwards of four m�ll�ons �nterest. And
as a compensat�on for her debt, she has a large navy; Amer�ca �s w�thout a
debt, and w�thout a navy; yet for the twent�eth part of the Engl�sh nat�onal
debt, could have a navy as large aga�n. The navy of England �s not worth, at
th�s t�me, more than three m�ll�ons and an half sterl�ng.

The f�rst and second ed�t�ons of th�s pamphlet were publ�shed w�thout
the follow�ng calculat�ons, wh�ch are now g�ven as a proof that the above
est�mat�on of the navy �s just. See Ent�c’s naval h�story, �ntro. page 56.

The charge of bu�ld�ng a sh�p of each rate, and furn�sh�ng her w�th masts,
yards, sa�ls and r�gg�ng, together w�th a proport�on of e�ght months
boatswa�n’s and carpenter’s sea-stores, as calculated by Mr. Burchett,
Secretary to the navy.

£
[pounds
sterl�ng]

For a sh�p of 100 guns = 35,553
90 = 29,886
80 = 23,638
70 = 17,785



60 = 14,197
50 = 10,606
40 = 7,558
30 = 5,846
20 = 3,710

And from hence �t �s easy to sum up the value, or cost rather, of the
whole Br�t�sh navy, wh�ch �n the year 1757, when �t was at �ts greatest glory
cons�sted of the follow�ng sh�ps and guns:

Sh�ps. Guns. Cost of one. Cost of all.
Cost �n £ [pounds sterl�ng]

6 100 35,553 213,318
12 90 29,886 358,632
12 80 23,638 283,656
43 70 17,785 764,755
35 60 14,197 496,895
40 50 10,606 424,240
45 40 7,558 340,110
58 20 3,710 215,180

85
Sloops, bombs

and f�resh�ps, one
w�th another, at } 2,000 170,000

------------
Cost 3,266,786
Rema�ns for Guns 233,214

------------
3,500,000

No country on the globe �s so happ�ly s�tuated, or so �nternally capable
of ra�s�ng a fleet as Amer�ca. Tar, t�mber, �ron, and cordage are her natural
produce. We need go abroad for noth�ng. Whereas the Dutch, who make
large prof�ts by h�r�ng out the�r sh�ps of war to the Span�ards and
Portuguese, are obl�ged to �mport most of the mater�als they use. We ought
to v�ew the bu�ld�ng a fleet as an art�cle of commerce, �t be�ng the natural



manufactory of th�s country. It �s the best money we can lay out. A navy
when f�n�shed �s worth more than �t cost. And �s that n�ce po�nt �n nat�onal
pol�cy, �n wh�ch commerce and protect�on are un�ted. Let us bu�ld; �f we
want them not, we can sell; and by that means replace our paper currency
w�th ready gold and s�lver.

In po�nt of mann�ng a fleet, people �n general run �nto great errors; �t �s
not necessary that one fourth part should be sa�lors. The Terr�ble pr�vateer,
Capta�n Death, stood the hottest engagement of any sh�p last war, yet had
not twenty sa�lors on board, though her complement of men was upwards of
two hundred. A few able and soc�al sa�lors w�ll soon �nstruct a suff�c�ent
number of act�ve landmen �n the common work of a sh�p. Wherefore, we
never can be more capable to beg�n on mar�t�me matters than now, wh�le
our t�mber �s stand�ng, our f�sher�es blocked up, and our sa�lors and
sh�pwr�ghts out of employ. Men of war, of seventy and e�ghty guns were
bu�lt forty years ago �n New-England, and why not the same now? Sh�p-
bu�ld�ng �s Amer�ca’s greatest pr�de, and �n wh�ch, she w�ll �n t�me excel the
whole world. The great emp�res of the east are mostly �nland, and
consequently excluded from the poss�b�l�ty of r�vall�ng her. Afr�ca �s �n a
state of barbar�sm; and no power �n Europe, hath e�ther such an extent of
coast, or such an �nternal supply of mater�als. Where nature hath g�ven the
one, she has w�thheld the other; to Amer�ca only hath she been l�beral of
both. The vast emp�re of Russ�a �s almost shut out from the sea; wherefore,
her boundless forests, her tar, �ron, and cordage are only art�cles of
commerce.

In po�nt of safety, ought we to be w�thout a fleet? We are not the l�ttle
people now, wh�ch we were s�xty years ago; at that t�me we m�ght have
trusted our property �n the streets, or f�elds rather; and slept securely
w�thout locks or bolts to our doors or w�ndows. The case now �s altered,
and our methods of defence, ought to �mprove w�th our �ncrease of
property. A common p�rate, twelve months ago, m�ght have come up the
Delaware, and la�d the c�ty of Ph�ladelph�a under �nstant contr�but�on, for
what sum he pleased; and the same m�ght have happened to other places.
Nay, any dar�ng fellow, �n a br�g of fourteen or s�xteen guns, m�ght have
robbed the whole Cont�nent, and carr�ed off half a m�ll�on of money. These



are c�rcumstances wh�ch demand our attent�on, and po�nt out the necess�ty
of naval protect�on.

Some, perhaps, w�ll say, that after we have made �t up w�th Br�ta�n, she
w�ll protect us. Can we be so unw�se as to mean, that she shall keep a navy
�n our harbours for that purpose? Common sense w�ll tell us, that the power
wh�ch hath endeavoured to subdue us, �s of all others, the most �mproper to
defend us. Conquest may be effected under the pretence of fr�endsh�p; and
ourselves, after a long and brave res�stance, be at last cheated �nto slavery.
And �f her sh�ps are not to be adm�tted �nto our harbours, I would ask, how
�s she to protect us? A navy three or four thousand m�les off can be of l�ttle
use, and on sudden emergenc�es, none at all. Wherefore, �f we must
hereafter protect ourselves, why not do �t for ourselves? Why do �t for
another?

The Engl�sh l�st of sh�ps of war, �s long and form�dable, but not a tenth
part of them are at any one t�me f�t for serv�ce, numbers of them not �n
be�ng; yet the�r names are pompously cont�nued �n the l�st, �f only a plank
be left of the sh�p: and not a f�fth part, of such as are f�t for serv�ce, can be
spared on any one stat�on at one t�me. The East and West Ind�es,
Med�terranean, Afr�ca, and other parts over wh�ch Br�ta�n extends her
cla�m, make large demands upon her navy. From a m�xture of prejud�ce and
�nattent�on, we have contracted a false not�on respect�ng the navy of
England, and have talked as �f we should have the whole of �t to encounter
at once, and for that reason, supposed, that we must have one as large;
wh�ch not be�ng �nstantly pract�cable, have been made use of by a set of
d�sgu�sed Tor�es to d�scourage our beg�nn�ng thereon. Noth�ng can be
farther from truth than th�s; for �f Amer�ca had only a twent�eth part of the
naval force of Br�ta�n, she would be by far an over match for her; because,
as we ne�ther have, nor cla�m any fore�gn dom�n�on, our whole force would
be employed on our own coast, where we should, �n the long run, have two
to one the advantage of those who had three or four thousand m�les to sa�l
over, before they could attack us, and the same d�stance to return �n order to
ref�t and recru�t. And although Br�ta�n by her fleet, hath a check over our
trade to Europe, we have as large a one over her trade to the West-Ind�es,
wh�ch, by lay�ng �n the ne�ghbourhood of the Cont�nent, �s ent�rely at �ts
mercy.



Some method m�ght be fallen on to keep up a naval force �n t�me of
peace, �f we should not judge �t necessary to support a constant navy. If
prem�ums were to be g�ven to merchants, to bu�ld and employ �n the�r
serv�ce sh�ps mounted w�th twenty, th�rty, forty or f�fty guns, (the prem�ums
to be �n proport�on to the loss of bulk to the merchants) f�fty or s�xty of
those sh�ps, w�th a few guardsh�ps on constant duty, would keep up a
suff�c�ent navy, and that w�thout burden�ng ourselves w�th the ev�l so loudly
compla�ned of �n England, of suffer�ng the�r fleet, �n t�me of peace to l�e
rott�ng �n the docks. To un�te the s�news of commerce and defense �s sound
pol�cy; for when our strength and our r�ches play �nto each other’s hand, we
need fear no external enemy.

In almost every art�cle of defense we abound. Hemp flour�shes even to
rankness, so that we need not want cordage. Our �ron �s super�or to that of
other countr�es. Our small arms equal to any �n the world. Cannon we can
cast at pleasure. Saltpetre and gunpowder we are every day produc�ng. Our
knowledge �s hourly �mprov�ng. Resolut�on �s our �nherent character, and
courage hath never yet forsaken us. Wherefore, what �s �t that we want?
Why �s �t that we hes�tate? From Br�ta�n we can expect noth�ng but ru�n. If
she �s once adm�tted to the government of Amer�ca aga�n, th�s Cont�nent
w�ll not be worth l�v�ng �n. Jealous�es w�ll be always ar�s�ng; �nsurrect�ons
w�ll be constantly happen�ng; and who w�ll go forth to quell them? Who
w�ll venture h�s l�fe to reduce h�s own countrymen to a fore�gn obed�ence?
The d�fference between Pennsylvan�a and Connect�cut, respect�ng some
unlocated lands, shews the �ns�gn�f�cance of a Br�t�sh government, and fully
proves, that noth�ng but Cont�nental author�ty can regulate Cont�nental
matters.

Another reason why the present t�me �s preferable to all others, �s, that
the fewer our numbers are, the more land there �s yet unoccup�ed, wh�ch
�nstead of be�ng lav�shed by the k�ng on h�s worthless dependants, may be
hereafter appl�ed, not only to the d�scharge of the present debt, but to the
constant support of government. No nat�on under heaven hath such an
advantage as th�s.

The �nfant state of the Colon�es, as �t �s called, so far from be�ng aga�nst,
�s an argument �n favour of �ndependance. We are suff�c�ently numerous,



and were we more so, we m�ght be less un�ted. It �s a matter worthy of
observat�on, that the more a country �s peopled, the smaller the�r arm�es are.
In m�l�tary numbers, the anc�ents far exceeded the moderns: and the reason
�s ev�dent. For trade be�ng the consequence of populat�on, men become too
much absorbed thereby to attend to anyth�ng else. Commerce d�m�n�shes
the sp�r�t, both of patr�ot�sm and m�l�tary defence. And h�story suff�c�ently
�nforms us, that the bravest ach�evements were always accompl�shed �n the
non-age of a nat�on. W�th the �ncrease of commerce, England hath lost �ts
sp�r�t. The c�ty of London, notw�thstand�ng �ts numbers, subm�ts to
cont�nued �nsults w�th the pat�ence of a coward. The more men have to lose,
the less w�ll�ng are they to venture. The r�ch are �n general slaves to fear,
and subm�t to courtly power w�th the trembl�ng dupl�c�ty of a Span�el.

Youth �s the seed t�me of good hab�ts, as well �n nat�ons as �n
�nd�v�duals. It m�ght be d�ff�cult, �f not �mposs�ble, to form the Cont�nent
�nto one government half a century hence. The vast var�ety of �nterests,
occas�oned by an �ncrease of trade and populat�on, would create confus�on.
Colony would be aga�nst colony. Each be�ng able m�ght scorn each other’s
ass�stance: and wh�le the proud and fool�sh glor�ed �n the�r l�ttle
d�st�nct�ons, the w�se would lament, that the un�on had not been formed
before. Wherefore, the present t�me �s the true t�me for establ�sh�ng �t. The
�nt�macy wh�ch �s contracted �n �nfancy, and the fr�endsh�p wh�ch �s formed
�n m�sfortune, are, of all others, the most last�ng and unalterable. Our
present un�on �s marked w�th both these characters: we are young and we
have been d�stressed; but our concord hath w�thstood our troubles, and f�xes
a memorable area for poster�ty to glory �n.

The present t�me, l�kew�se, �s that pecul�ar t�me, wh�ch never happens to
a nat�on but once, v�z. the t�me of form�ng �tself �nto a government. Most
nat�ons have let sl�p the opportun�ty, and by that means have been
compelled to rece�ve laws from the�r conquerors, �nstead of mak�ng laws
for themselves. F�rst, they had a k�ng, and then a form of government;
whereas, the art�cles or charter of government, should be formed f�rst, and
men delegated to execute them afterward: but from the errors of other
nat�ons, let us learn w�sdom, and lay hold of the present opportun�ty—To
beg�n government at the r�ght end.



When W�ll�am the Conqueror subdued England, he gave them law at the
po�nt of the sword; and unt�l we consent, that the seat of government, �n
Amer�ca, be legally and author�tat�vely occup�ed, we shall be �n danger of
hav�ng �t f�lled by some fortunate ruff�an, who may treat us �n the same
manner, and then, where w�ll be our freedom? where our property?

As to rel�g�on, I hold �t to be the �nd�spensable duty of all government, to
protect all consc�ent�ous professors thereof, and I know of no other bus�ness
wh�ch government hath to do therew�th. Let a man throw as�de that
narrowness of soul, that self�shness of pr�nc�ple, wh�ch the n�ggards of all
profess�ons are so unw�ll�ng to part w�th, and he w�ll be at once del�vered of
h�s fears on that head. Susp�c�on �s the compan�on of mean souls, and the
bane of all good soc�ety. For myself, I fully and consc�ent�ously bel�eve,
that �t �s the w�ll of the Alm�ghty, that there should be d�vers�ty of rel�g�ous
op�n�ons among us: It affords a larger f�eld for our Chr�st�an k�ndness. Were
we all of one way of th�nk�ng, our rel�g�ous d�spos�t�ons would want matter
for probat�on; and on th�s l�beral pr�nc�ple, I look on the var�ous
denom�nat�ons among us, to be l�ke ch�ldren of the same fam�ly, d�ffer�ng
only, �n what �s called, the�r Chr�st�an names.

In page forty, I threw out a few thoughts on the propr�ety of a
Cont�nental Charter, (for I only presume to offer h�nts, not plans) and �n th�s
place, I take the l�berty of re-ment�on�ng the subject, by observ�ng, that a
charter �s to be understood as a bond of solemn obl�gat�on, wh�ch the whole
enters �nto, to support the r�ght of every separate part, whether of rel�g�on,
personal freedom, or property. A f�rm barga�n and a r�ght reckon�ng make
long fr�ends.

In a former page I l�kew�se ment�oned the necess�ty of a large and equal
representat�on; and there �s no pol�t�cal matter wh�ch more deserves our
attent�on. A small number of electors, or a small number of representat�ves,
are equally dangerous. But �f the number of the representat�ves be not only
small, but unequal, the danger �s �ncreased. As an �nstance of th�s, I ment�on
the follow�ng; when the Assoc�ators pet�t�on was before the House of
Assembly of Pennsylvan�a; twenty-e�ght members only were present, all the
Bucks county members, be�ng e�ght, voted aga�nst �t, and had seven of the
Chester members done the same, th�s whole prov�nce had been governed by



two count�es only, and th�s danger �t �s always exposed to. The
unwarrantable stretch l�kew�se, wh�ch that house made �n the�r last s�tt�ng,
to ga�n an undue author�ty over the delegates of that prov�nce, ought to
warn the people at large, how they trust power out of the�r own hands. A set
of �nstruct�ons for the Delegates were put together, wh�ch �n po�nt of sense
and bus�ness would have d�shonoured a schoolboy, and after be�ng
approved by a few, a very few w�thout doors, were carr�ed �nto the House,
and there passed �n behalf of the whole colony; whereas, d�d the whole
colony know, w�th what �ll-w�ll that House hath entered on some necessary
publ�c measures, they would not hes�tate a moment to th�nk them unworthy
of such a trust.

Immed�ate necess�ty makes many th�ngs conven�ent, wh�ch �f cont�nued
would grow �nto oppress�ons. Exped�ence and r�ght are d�fferent th�ngs.
When the calam�t�es of Amer�ca requ�red a consultat�on, there was no
method so ready, or at that t�me so proper, as to appo�nt persons from the
several Houses of Assembly for that purpose; and the w�sdom w�th wh�ch
they have proceeded hath preserved th�s cont�nent from ru�n. But as �t �s
more than probable that we shall never be w�thout a C�������, every well
w�sher to good order, must own, that the mode for choos�ng members of
that body, deserves cons�derat�on. And I put �t as a quest�on to those, who
make a study of mank�nd, whether representat�on and elect�on �s not too
great a power for one and the same body of men to possess? When we are
plann�ng for poster�ty, we ought to remember, that v�rtue �s not hered�tary.

It �s from our enem�es that we often ga�n excellent max�ms, and are
frequently surpr�sed �nto reason by the�r m�stakes. Mr. Cornwall (one of the
Lords of the Treasury) treated the pet�t�on of the New-York Assembly w�th
contempt, because that House, he sa�d, cons�sted but of twenty-s�x
members, wh�ch tr�fl�ng number, he argued, could not w�th decency be put
for the whole. We thank h�m for h�s �nvoluntary honesty. ¹

¹ Those who would fully understand of what great consequence a large
and equal representat�on �s to a state, should read Burgh’s pol�t�cal
d�squ�s�t�ons.

T� C�������, however strange �t may appear to some, or however
unw�ll�ng they may be to th�nk so, matters not, but many strong and str�k�ng



reasons may be g�ven, to shew, that noth�ng can settle our affa�rs so
exped�t�ously as an open and determ�ned declarat�on for �ndependance.
Some of wh�ch are,

F�rst.—It �s the custom of nat�ons, when any two are at war, for some
other powers, not engaged �n the quarrel, to step �n as med�ators, and br�ng
about the prel�m�nar�es of a peace: but wh�le Amer�ca calls herself the
Subject of Great-Br�ta�n, no power, however well d�sposed she may be, can
offer her med�at�on. Wherefore, �n our present state we may quarrel on for
ever.

Secondly.—It �s unreasonable to suppose, that France or Spa�n w�ll g�ve
us any k�nd of ass�stance, �f we mean only, to make use of that ass�stance
for the purpose of repa�r�ng the breach, and strengthen�ng the connect�on
between Br�ta�n and Amer�ca; because, those powers would be sufferers by
the consequences.

Th�rdly.—Wh�le we profess ourselves the subjects of Br�ta�n, we must,
�n the eye of fore�gn nat�ons, be cons�dered as rebels. The precedent �s
somewhat dangerous to the�r peace, for men to be �n arms under the name
of subjects; we, on the spot, can solve the paradox: but to un�te res�stance
and subject�on, requ�res an �dea much too ref�ned for common
understand�ng.

Fourthly.—Were a man�festo to be publ�shed, and despatched to fore�gn
courts, sett�ng forth the m�ser�es we have endured, and the peaceable
methods we have �neffectually used for redress; declar�ng, at the same t�me,
that not be�ng able, any longer, to l�ve happ�ly or safely under the cruel
d�spos�t�on of the Br�t�sh court, we had been dr�ven to the necess�ty of
break�ng off all connect�ons w�th her; at the same t�me, assur�ng all such
courts of our peaceable d�spos�t�on towards them, and of our des�re of
enter�ng �nto trade w�th them: Such a memor�al would produce more good
effects to th�s Cont�nent, than �f a sh�p were fre�ghted w�th pet�t�ons to
Br�ta�n.

Under our present denom�nat�on of Br�t�sh subjects, we can ne�ther be
rece�ved nor heard abroad: The custom of all courts �s aga�nst us, and w�ll
be so, unt�l, by an �ndependance, we take rank w�th other nat�ons.



These proceed�ngs may at f�rst appear strange and d�ff�cult; but, l�ke all
other steps wh�ch we have already passed over, w�ll �n a l�ttle t�me become
fam�l�ar and agreeable; and, unt�l an �ndependance �s declared, the
Cont�nent w�ll feel �tself l�ke a man who cont�nues putt�ng off some
unpleasant bus�ness from day to day, yet knows �t must be done, hates to set
about �t, w�shes �t over, and �s cont�nually haunted w�th the thoughts of �ts
necess�ty.



APPENDIX.

S���� the publ�cat�on of the f�rst ed�t�on of th�s pamphlet, or rather, on
the same day on wh�ch �t came out, the K�ng’s Speech made �ts appearance
�n th�s c�ty. Had the sp�r�t of prophecy d�rected the b�rth of th�s product�on,
�t could not have brought �t forth, at a more seasonable juncture, or a more
necessary t�me. The bloody m�ndedness of the one, shew the necess�ty of
pursu�ng the doctr�ne of the other. Men read by way of revenge. And the
Speech, �nstead of terr�fy�ng, prepared a way for the manly pr�nc�ples of
Independance.

Ceremony, and even, s�lence, from whatever mot�ve they may ar�se, have
a hurtful tendency, when they g�ve the least degree of countenance to base
and w�cked performances; wherefore, �f th�s max�m be adm�tted, �t naturally
follows, that the K�ng’s Speech, as be�ng a p�ece of f�n�shed v�lla�ny,
deserved, and st�ll deserves, a general execrat�on both by the Congress and
the people. Yet, as the domest�c tranqu�ll�ty of a nat�on, depends greatly, on
the chast�ty of what may properly be called �������� �������, �t �s often
better, to pass some th�ngs over �n s�lent d�sda�n, than to make use of such
new methods of d�sl�ke, as m�ght �ntroduce the least �nnovat�on, on that
guard�an of our peace and safety. And, perhaps, �t �s ch�efly ow�ng to th�s
prudent del�cacy, that the K�ng’s Speech, hath not, before now, suffered a
publ�c execut�on. The Speech �f �t may be called one, �s noth�ng better than
a w�lful audac�ous l�bel aga�nst the truth, the common good, and the
ex�stence of mank�nd; and �s a formal and pompous method of offer�ng up
human sacr�f�ces to the pr�de of tyrants. But th�s general massacre of
mank�nd, �s one of the pr�v�leges, and the certa�n consequence of K�ngs; for
as nature knows them not, they know not her, and although they are be�ngs
of our own creat�ng, they know not us, and are become the gods of the�r
creators. The Speech hath one good qual�ty, wh�ch �s, that �t �s not
calculated to dece�ve, ne�ther can we, even �f we would, be dece�ved by �t.
Brutal�ty and tyranny appear on the face of �t. It leaves us at no loss: And
every l�ne conv�nces, even �n the moment of read�ng, that He, who hunts the
woods for prey, the naked and untutored Ind�an, �s less a Savage than the
K�ng of Br�ta�n.



S�r John Dalrymple, the putat�ve father of a wh�n�ng jesu�t�cal p�ece,
fallac�ously called, “The Address of the people of E������ to the
�nhab�tants of A������,” hath, perhaps, from a va�n suppos�t�on, that the
people here were to be fr�ghtened at the pomp and descr�pt�on of a k�ng,
g�ven, (though very unw�sely on h�s part) the real character of the present
one: “But” says th�s wr�ter, “�f you are �ncl�ned to pay compl�ments to an
adm�n�strat�on, wh�ch we do not compla�n of,” (mean�ng the Marqu�s of
Rock�ngham’s at the repeal of the Stamp Act) “�t �s very unfa�r �n you to
w�thhold them from that pr�nce, by whose ��� ����� they were perm�tted
to do any th�ng.” Th�s �s tory�sm w�th a w�tness! Here �s �dolatry even
w�thout a mask: And he who can calmly hear, and d�gest such doctr�ne, hath
forfe�ted h�s cla�m to rat�onal�ty—an apostate from the order of manhood;
and ought to be cons�dered—as one, who hath not only g�ven up the proper
d�gn�ty of man, but sunk h�mself beneath the rank of an�mals, and
contempt�bly crawls through the world l�ke a worm.

However, �t matters very l�ttle now, what the k�ng of England e�ther says
or does; he hath w�ckedly broken through every moral and human
obl�gat�on, trampled nature and consc�ence beneath h�s feet; and by a steady
and const�tut�onal sp�r�t of �nsolence and cruelty, procured for h�mself an
un�versal hatred. It �s now the �nterest of Amer�ca to prov�de for herself. She
hath already a large and young fam�ly, whom �t �s more her duty to take care
of, than to be grant�ng away her property, to support a power who �s
become a reproach to the names of men and chr�st�ans—Y�, whose off�ce �t
�s to watch over the morals of a nat�on, of whatsoever sect or denom�nat�on
ye are of, as well as ye, who are more �mmed�ately the guard�ans of the
publ�c l�berty, �f ye w�sh to preserve your nat�ve country uncontam�nated by
European corrupt�on, ye must �n secret w�sh a separat�on—But leav�ng the
moral part to pr�vate reflect�on, I shall ch�efly conf�ne my farther remarks to
the follow�ng heads.

F�rst. That �t �s the �nterest of Amer�ca to be separated from Br�ta�n.

Secondly. Wh�ch �s the eas�est and most pract�cable plan,
�������������� or ������������? w�th some occas�onal remarks.

In support of the f�rst, I could, �f I judged �t proper, produce the op�n�on
of some of the ablest and most exper�enced men on th�s cont�nent; and



whose sent�ments, on that head, are not yet publ�cly known. It �s �n real�ty a
self-ev�dent pos�t�on: For no nat�on �n a state of fore�gn dependance, l�m�ted
�n �ts commerce, and cramped and fettered �n �ts leg�slat�ve powers, can
ever arr�ve at any mater�al em�nence. Amer�ca doth not yet know what
opulence �s; and although the progress wh�ch she hath made stands
unparalleled �n the h�story of other nat�ons, �t �s but ch�ldhood, compared
w�th what she would be capable of arr�v�ng at, had she, as she ought to
have, the leg�slat�ve powers �n her own hands. England �s, at th�s t�me,
proudly covet�ng what would do her no good, were she to accompl�sh �t;
and the Cont�nent hes�tat�ng on a matter, wh�ch w�ll be her f�nal ru�n �f
neglected. It �s the commerce and not the conquest of Amer�ca, by wh�ch
England �s to be benef�ted, and that would �n a great measure cont�nue,
were the countr�es as �ndependant of each other as France and Spa�n;
because �n many art�cles, ne�ther can go to a better market. But �t �s the
�ndependance of th�s country of Br�ta�n or any other, wh�ch �s now the ma�n
and only object worthy of content�on, and wh�ch, l�ke all other truths
d�scovered by necess�ty, w�ll appear clearer and stronger every day.

F�rst. Because �t w�ll come to that one t�me or other.

Secondly. Because, the longer �t �s delayed the harder �t w�ll be to
accompl�sh.

I have frequently amused myself both �n publ�c and pr�vate compan�es,
w�th s�lently remark�ng, the spec�ous errors of those who speak w�thout
reflect�ng. And among the many wh�ch I have heard, the follow�ng seems
the most general, v�z. that had th�s rupture happened forty or f�fty years
hence, �nstead of now, the Cont�nent would have been more able to have
shaken off the dependance. To wh�ch I reply, that our m�l�tary ab�l�ty, at th�s
t�me, ar�ses from the exper�ence ga�ned �n the last war, and wh�ch �n forty or
f�fty years t�me, would have been totally ext�nct. The Cont�nent, would not,
by that t�me, have had a General, or even a m�l�tary off�cer left; and we, or
those who may succeed us, would have been as �gnorant of mart�al matters
as the anc�ent Ind�ans: And th�s s�ngle pos�t�on, closely attended to, w�ll
unanswerably prove, that the present t�me �s preferable to all others. The
argument turns thus—at the conclus�on of the last war, we had exper�ence,
but wanted numbers; and forty or f�fty years hence, we should have



numbers, w�thout exper�ence; wherefore, the proper po�nt of t�me, must be
some part�cular po�nt between the two extremes, �n wh�ch a suff�c�ency of
the former rema�ns, and a proper �ncrease of the latter �s obta�ned: And that
po�nt of t�me �s the present t�me.

The reader w�ll pardon th�s d�gress�on, as �t does not properly come
under the head I f�rst set out w�th, and to wh�ch I aga�n return by the
follow�ng pos�t�on, v�z.

Should affa�rs be patched up w�th Br�ta�n, and she to rema�n the
govern�ng and sovere�gn power of Amer�ca, (wh�ch, as matters are now
c�rcumstanced, �s g�v�ng up the po�nt �nt�rely) we shall depr�ve ourselves of
the very means of s�nk�ng the debt we have, or may contract. The value of
the back lands wh�ch some of the prov�nces are clandest�nely depr�ved of,
by the unjust extent�on of the l�m�ts of Canada, valued only at f�ve pounds
sterl�ng per hundred acres, amount to upwards of twenty-f�ve m�ll�ons,
Pennsylvan�a currency; and the qu�t-rents at one penny sterl�ng per acre, to
two m�ll�ons yearly.

It �s by the sale of those lands that the debt may be sunk, w�thout burthen
to any, and the qu�t-rent reserved thereon, w�ll always lessen, and �n t�me,
w�ll wholly support the yearly expence of government. It matters not how
long the debt �s �n pay�ng, so that the lands when sold be appl�ed to the
d�scharge of �t, and for the execut�on of wh�ch, the Congress for the t�me
be�ng, w�ll be the cont�nental trustees.

I proceed now to the second head, v�z. Wh�ch �s the eas�est and most
pract�cable plan, �������������� or ������������; w�th some occas�onal
remarks.

He who takes nature for h�s gu�de �s not eas�ly beaten out of h�s
argument, and on that ground, I answer generally—That ������������
be�ng a ������ ������ ����, conta�ned w�th�n ourselves; and reconc�l�at�on,
a matter exceed�ngly perplexed and compl�cated, and �n wh�ch, a
treacherous capr�c�ous court �s to �nterfere, g�ves the answer w�thout a
doubt.



The present state of Amer�ca �s truly alarm�ng to every man who �s
capable of reflex�on. W�thout law, w�thout government, w�thout any other
mode of power than what �s founded on, and granted by courtesy. Held
together by an unexampled concurrence of sent�ment, wh�ch, �s nevertheless
subject to change, and wh�ch every secret enemy �s endeavour�ng to
d�ssolve. Our present cond�t�on, �s, Leg�slat�on w�thout law; w�sdom
w�thout a plan; const�tut�on w�thout a name; and, what �s strangely
aston�sh�ng, perfect Independance contend�ng for dependance. The �nstance
�s w�thout a precedent; the case never ex�sted before; and who can tell what
may be the event? The property of no man �s secure �n the present unbraced
system of th�ngs. The m�nd of the mult�tude �s left at random, and see�ng no
f�xed object before them, they pursue such as fancy or op�n�on starts.
Noth�ng �s cr�m�nal; there �s no such th�ng as treason; wherefore, every one
th�nks h�mself at l�berty to act as he pleases. The Tor�es dared not have
assembled offens�vely, had they known that the�r l�ves, by that act, were
forfe�ted to the laws of the state. A l�ne of d�st�nct�on should be drawn,
between, Engl�sh sold�ers taken �n battle, and �nhab�tants of Amer�ca taken
�n arms. The f�rst are pr�soners, but the latter tra�tors. The one forfe�ts h�s
l�berty, the other h�s head.

Notw�thstand�ng our w�sdom, there �s a v�s�ble feebleness �n some of our
proceed�ngs wh�ch g�ves encouragement to d�ssens�ons. The Cont�nental
Belt �s too loosely buckled. And �f someth�ng �s not done �n t�me, �t w�ll be
too late to do any th�ng, and we shall fall �nto a state, �n wh�ch, ne�ther
Reconc�l�at�on nor Independance w�ll be pract�cable. The k�ng and h�s
worthless adherents are got at the�r old game of d�v�d�ng the Cont�nent, and
there are not want�ng among us, Pr�nters, who w�ll be busy �n spread�ng
spec�ous falsehoods. The artful and hypocr�t�cal letter wh�ch appeared a few
months ago �n two of the New-York papers, and l�kew�se �n two others, �s
an ev�dence that there are men who want e�ther judgment or honesty.

It �s easy gett�ng �nto holes and corners and talk�ng of reconc�l�at�on: But
do such men ser�ously cons�der, how d�ff�cult the task �s, and how
dangerous �t may prove, should the Cont�nent d�v�de thereon. Do they take
w�th�n the�r v�ew, all the var�ous orders of men whose s�tuat�on and
c�rcumstances, as well as the�r own, are to be cons�dered there�n. Do they
put themselves �n the place of the sufferer whose all �s already gone, and of



the sold�er, who hath qu�tted all for the defence of h�s country. If the�r �ll
judged moderat�on be su�ted to the�r own pr�vate s�tuat�ons only, regardless
of others, the event w�ll conv�nce them, that “they are reckon�ng w�thout
the�r Host.”

Put us, say some, on the foot�ng we were on �n s�xty-three: To wh�ch I
answer, the request �s not now �n the power of Br�ta�n to comply w�th,
ne�ther w�ll she propose �t; but �f �t were, and even should be granted, I ask,
as a reasonable quest�on, By what means �s such a corrupt and fa�thless
court to be kept to �ts engagements? Another parl�ament, nay, even the
present, may hereafter repeal the obl�gat�on, on the pretence, of �ts be�ng
v�olently obta�ned, or unw�sely granted; and �n that case, Where �s our
redress?—No go�ng to law w�th nat�ons; cannon are the barr�sters of
Crowns; and the sword, not of just�ce, but of war, dec�des the su�t. To be on
the foot�ng of s�xty-three, �t �s not suff�c�ent, that the laws only be put on the
same state, but, that our c�rcumstances, l�kew�se, be put on the same state;
Our burnt and destroyed towns repa�red or bu�lt up, our pr�vate losses made
good, our publ�c debts (contracted for defence) d�scharged; otherw�se, we
shall be m�ll�ons worse than we were at that env�able per�od. Such a
request, had �t been compl�ed w�th a year ago, would have won the heart
and soul of the Cont�nent—but now �t �s too late, “The Rub�con �s passed.”

Bes�des, the tak�ng up arms, merely to enforce the repeal of a pecun�ary
law, seems as unwarrantable by the d�v�ne law, and as repugnant to human
feel�ngs, as the tak�ng up arms to enforce obed�ence thereto. The object, on
e�ther s�de, doth not just�fy the means; for the l�ves of men are too valuable
to be cast away on such tr�fles. It �s the v�olence wh�ch �s done and
threatened to our persons; the destruct�on of our property by an armed
force; the �nvas�on of our country by f�re and sword, wh�ch consc�ent�ously
qual�f�es the use of arms: And the �nstant, �n wh�ch such a mode of defence
became necessary, all subject�on to Br�ta�n ought to have ceased; and the
�ndependancy of Amer�ca, should have been cons�dered, as dat�ng �ts æra
from, and publ�shed by, the f�rst musket that was f�red aga�nst her. Th�s l�ne
�s a l�ne of cons�stency; ne�ther drawn by capr�ce, nor extended by
amb�t�on; but produced by a cha�n of events, of wh�ch the colon�es were not
the authors.



I shall conclude these remarks, w�th the follow�ng t�mely and well
�ntended h�nts. We ought to reflect, that there are three d�fferent ways, by
wh�ch an �ndependancy may hereafter be effected; and that one of those
three, w�ll one day or other, be the fate of Amer�ca, v�z. By the legal vo�ce
of the people �n Congress; by a m�l�tary power; or by a mob: It may not
always happen that our sold�ers are c�t�zens, and the mult�tude a body of
reasonable men; v�rtue, as I have already remarked, �s not hered�tary,
ne�ther �s �t perpetual. Should an �ndependancy be brought about by the f�rst
of those means, we have every opportun�ty and every encouragement before
us, to form the noblest purest const�tut�on on the face of the earth. We have
�t �n our power to beg�n the world over aga�n. A s�tuat�on, s�m�lar to the
present, hath not happened s�nce the days of Noah unt�l now. The b�rthday
of a new world �s at hand, and a race of men, perhaps as numerous as all
Europe conta�ns, are to rece�ve the�r port�on of freedom from the event of a
few months. The Reflex�on �s awful—and �n th�s po�nt of v�ew, How
tr�fl�ng, how r�d�culous, do the l�ttle, paltry cavell�ngs, of a few weak or
�nterested men appear, when we�ghed aga�nst the bus�ness of a world.

Should we neglect the present favorable and �nv�t�ng per�od, and an
Independance be hereafter effected by any other means, we must charge the
consequence to ourselves, or to those rather, whose narrow and prejud�ced
souls, are hab�tually oppos�ng the measure, w�thout e�ther �nqu�r�ng or
reflect�ng. There are reasons to be g�ven �n support of Independance, wh�ch
men should rather pr�vately th�nk of, than be publ�cly told of. We ought not
now to be debat�ng whether we shall be �ndependant or not, but, anx�ous to
accompl�sh �t on a f�rm, secure, and honorable bas�s, and uneasy rather that
�t �s not yet began upon. Every day conv�nces us of �ts necess�ty. Even the
Tor�es (�f such be�ngs yet rema�n among us) should, of all men, be the most
sol�c�tous to promote �t; for, as the appo�ntment of comm�ttees at f�rst,
protected them from popular rage, so, a w�se and well establ�shed form of
government, w�ll be the only certa�n means of cont�nu�ng �t securely to
them. Wherefore, �f they have not v�rtue enough to be W����, they ought to
have prudence enough to w�sh for Independance.

In short, Independance �s the only B��� that can tye and keep us
together. We shall then see our object, and our ears w�ll be legally shut
aga�nst the schemes of an �ntr�gu�ng, as well, as a cruel enemy. We shall



then too, be on a proper foot�ng, to treat w�th Br�ta�n; for there �s reason to
conclude, that the pr�de of that court, w�ll be less hurt by treat�ng w�th the
Amer�can states for terms of peace, than w�th those, whom she
denom�nates, “rebell�ous subjects,” for terms of accommodat�on. It �s our
delay�ng �t that encourages her to hope for conquest, and our backwardness
tends only to prolong the war. As we have, w�thout any good effect
therefrom, w�thheld our trade to obta�n a redress of our gr�evances, let us
now try the alternat�ve, by �ndependantly redress�ng them ourselves, and
then offer�ng to open the trade. The mercant�le and reasonable part �n
England, w�ll be st�ll w�th us; because, peace w�th trade, �s preferable to war
w�thout �t. And �f th�s offer be not accepted, other courts may be appl�ed to.

On these grounds I rest the matter. And as no offer hath yet been made to
refute the doctr�ne conta�ned �n the former ed�t�ons of th�s pamphlet, �t �s a
negat�ve proof, that e�ther the doctr�ne cannot be refuted, or, that the party
�n favour of �t are too numerous to be opposed. W��������, �nstead of
gaz�ng at each other w�th susp�c�ous or doubtful cur�os�ty; let each of us,
hold out to h�s ne�ghbour the hearty hand of fr�endsh�p, and un�te �n
draw�ng a l�ne, wh�ch, l�ke an act of obl�v�on shall bury �n forgetfulness
every former d�ssens�on. Let the names of Wh�g and Tory be ext�nct; and let
none other be heard among us, than those of a good c�t�zen, an open and
resolute fr�end, and a v�rtuous supporter of the ������ of ������� and of
the FREE AND INDEPENDANT STATES OF AMERICA.



To the Representat�ves of the Rel�g�ous Soc�ety of the People called
Quakers, or to so many of them as were concerned �n publ�sh�ng the
late p�ece, ent�tled “T�� A������ T�������� ��� P��������� of the
People called Q������ renewed, w�th Respect to the K��� and
G���������, and touch�ng the C��������� now preva�l�ng �n these
and other parts of A������ addressed to the P����� �� G������.”

The Wr�ter of th�s, �s one of those few, who never d�shonours rel�g�on
e�ther by r�d�cul�ng, or cav�ll�ng at any denom�nat�on whatsoever. To God,
and not to man, are all men accountable on the score of rel�g�on. Wherefore,
th�s ep�stle �s not so properly addressed to you as a rel�g�ous, but as a
pol�t�cal body, dabbl�ng �n matters, wh�ch the professed Qu�etude of your
Pr�nc�ples �nstruct you not to meddle w�th.

As you have, w�thout a proper author�ty for so do�ng, put yourselves �n
the place of the whole body of the Quakers, so, the wr�ter of th�s, �n order to
be on an equal rank w�th yourselves, �s under the necess�ty, of putt�ng
h�mself �n the place of all those, who, approve the very wr�t�ngs and
pr�nc�ples, aga�nst wh�ch your test�mony �s d�rected: And he hath chosen
th�s s�ngular s�tuat�on, �n order, that you m�ght d�scover �n h�m that
presumpt�on of character wh�ch you cannot see �n yourselves. For ne�ther
he nor you can have any cla�m or t�tle to Pol�t�cal Representat�on.

When men have departed from the r�ght way, �t �s no wonder that they
stumble and fall. And �t �s ev�dent from the manner �n wh�ch ye have
managed your test�mony, that pol�t�cs, (as a rel�g�ous body of men) �s not
your proper Walk; for however well adapted �t m�ght appear to you, �t �s,
nevertheless, a jumble of good and bad put unw�sely together, and the
conclus�on drawn therefrom, both unnatural and unjust.

The two f�rst pages, (and the whole doth not make four) we g�ve you
cred�t for, and expect the same c�v�l�ty from you, because the love and
des�re of peace �s not conf�ned to Quaker�sm, �t �s the natural, as well the
rel�g�ous w�sh of all denom�nat�ons of men. And on th�s ground, as men
labour�ng to establ�sh an Independant Const�tut�on of our own, do we
exceed all others �n our hope, end, and a�m. Our plan �s peace for ever. We



are t�red of content�on w�th Br�ta�n, and can see no real end to �t but �n a
f�nal separat�on. We act cons�stently, because for the sake of �ntroduc�ng an
endless and un�nterrupted peace, do we bear the ev�ls and burthens of the
present day. We are endeavor�ng, and w�ll stead�ly cont�nue to endeavour, to
separate and d�ssolve a connex�on wh�ch hath already f�lled our land w�th
blood; and wh�ch, wh�le the name of �t rema�ns, w�ll be the fatal cause of
future m�sch�efs to both countr�es.

We f�ght ne�ther for revenge nor conquest; ne�ther from pr�de nor
pass�on; we are not �nsult�ng the world w�th our fleets and arm�es, nor
ravag�ng the globe for plunder. Beneath the shade of our own v�nes are we
attacked; �n our own houses, and on our own lands, �s the v�olence
comm�tted aga�nst us. We v�ew our enem�es �n the character of
H�ghwaymen and Housebreakers, and hav�ng no defence for ourselves �n
the c�v�l law, are obl�ged to pun�sh them by the m�l�tary one, and apply the
sword, �n the very case, where you have before now, appl�ed the halter—
Perhaps we feel for the ru�ned and �nsulted sufferers �n all and every part of
the cont�nent, w�th a degree of tenderness wh�ch hath not yet made �ts way
�nto some of your bosoms. But be ye sure that ye m�stake not the cause and
ground of your Test�mony. Call not coldness of soul, rel�g�on; nor put the
B�got �n the place of the Chr�st�an.

O ye part�al m�n�sters of your own acknowledged pr�nc�ples. If the
bear�ng arms be s�nful, the f�rst go�ng to war must be more so, by all the
d�fference between w�lful attack and unavo�dable defence. Wherefore, �f ye
really preach from consc�ence, and mean not to make a pol�t�cal hobby-
horse of your rel�g�on, conv�nce the world thereof, by procla�m�ng your
doctr�ne to our enem�es, for they l�kew�se bear ����. G�ve us proof of your
s�ncer�ty by publ�sh�ng �t at St. James’s, to the commanders �n ch�ef at
Boston, to the Adm�rals and Capta�ns who are p�rat�cally ravag�ng our
coasts, and to all the murder�ng m�screants who are act�ng �n author�ty
under ��� whom ye profess to serve. Had ye the honest soul of Barclay ¹ ye
would preach repentance to your k�ng; Ye would tell the Royal Wretch h�s
s�ns, and warn h�m of eternal ru�n. Ye would not spend your part�al
�nvect�ves aga�nst the �njured and the �nsulted only, but, l�ke fa�thful
m�n�sters, would cry aloud and spare none. Say not that ye are persecuted,
ne�ther endeavour to make us the authors of that reproach, wh�ch, ye are



br�ng�ng upon yourselves; for we test�fy unto all men, that we do not
compla�n aga�nst you because ye are Quakers, but because ye pretend to be
and are ��� Quakers.

¹“Thou hast tasted of prosper�ty and advers�ty; thou knowest what �t �s
to be ban�shed thy nat�ve country, to be over-ruled as well as to rule,
and set upon the throne; and be�ng oppressed thou hast reason to
know how hateful the oppressor �s both to God and man: If after all
these warn�ngs and advert�sements, thou dost not turn unto the Lord
w�th all thy heart, but forget h�m who remembered thee �n thy
d�stress, and g�ve up thyself to follow lust and van�ty, surely great
w�ll be thy condemnat�on.—Aga�nst wh�ch snare, as well as the
temptat�on of those who may or do feed thee, and prompt thee to
ev�l, the most excellent and prevalent remedy w�ll be, to apply
thyself to that l�ght of Chr�st wh�ch sh�neth �n thy consc�ence, and
wh�ch ne�ther can, nor w�ll flatter thee, nor suffer thee to be at ease
�n thy s�ns.”

—Barclay’s address to Charles II.

Alas! �t seems by the part�cular tendency of some part of your test�mony,
and other parts of your conduct, as �f, all s�n was reduced to, and
comprehended �n, the act of bear�ng arms, and that by the people only. Ye
appear to us, to have m�staken party for consc�ence; because, the general
tenor of your act�ons wants un�form�ty: And �t �s exceed�ngly d�ff�cult to us
to g�ve cred�t to many of your pretended scruples; because, we see them
made by the same men, who, �n the very �nstant that they are excla�m�ng
aga�nst the mammon of th�s world, are nevertheless, hunt�ng after �t w�th a
step as steady as T�me, and an appet�te as keen as Death.

The quotat�on wh�ch ye have made from Proverbs, �n the th�rd page of
your test�mony, that, “when a man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh even
h�s enem�es to be at peace w�th h�m”; �s very unw�sely chosen on your part;
because, �t amounts to a proof, that the k�ng’s ways (whom ye are des�rous
of support�ng) do not please the Lord, otherw�se, h�s re�gn would be �n
peace.

I now proceed to the latter part of your test�mony, and that, for wh�ch all
the forego�ng seems only an �ntroduct�on, v�z.



“It hath ever been our judgment and pr�nc�ple, s�nce we were called to
profess the l�ght of Chr�st Jesus, man�fested �n our consc�ences unto th�s
day, that the sett�ng up and putt�ng down k�ngs and governments, �s God’s
pecul�ar prerogat�ve; for causes best known to h�mself: And that �t �s not our
bus�ness to have any hand or contr�vance there�n; nor to be busy bod�es
above our stat�on, much less to plot and contr�ve the ru�n, or overturn of any
of them, but to pray for the k�ng, and safety of our nat�on, and good of all
men: That we may l�ve a peaceable and qu�et l�fe, �n all godl�ness and
honesty; under the government wh�ch God �s pleased to set over us.”—If
these are really your pr�nc�ples why do ye not ab�de by them? Why do ye
not leave that, wh�ch ye call God’s Work, to be managed by h�mself? These
very pr�nc�ples �nstruct you to wa�t w�th pat�ence and hum�l�ty, for the event
of all publ�c measures, and to rece�ve that event as the d�v�ne w�ll towards
you. Wherefore, what occas�on �s there for your pol�t�cal test�mony �f you
fully bel�eve what �t conta�ns: And the very publ�sh�ng �t proves, that e�ther,
ye do not bel�eve what ye profess, or have not v�rtue enough to pract�se
what ye bel�eve.

The pr�nc�ples of Quaker�sm have a d�rect tendency to make a man the
qu�et and �noffens�ve subject of any, and every government wh�ch �s set
over h�m. And �f the sett�ng up and putt�ng down of k�ngs and governments
�s God’s pecul�ar prerogat�ve, he most certa�nly w�ll not be robbed thereof
by us; wherefore, the pr�nc�ple �tself leads you to approve of every th�ng,
wh�ch ever happened, or may happen to k�ngs as be�ng h�s work. O�����
C������� thanks you. C������, then, d�ed not by the hands of man; and
should the present Proud Im�tator of h�m, come to the same unt�mely end,
the wr�ters and publ�shers of the Test�mony, are bound, by the doctr�ne �t
conta�ns, to applaud the fact. K�ngs are not taken away by m�racles, ne�ther
are changes �n governments brought about by any other means than such as
are common and human; and such as we are now us�ng. Even the d�spers�on
of the Jews, though foretold by our Sav�our, was effected by arms.
Wherefore, as ye refuse to be the means on one s�de, ye ought not to be
meddlers on the other; but to wa�t the �ssue �n s�lence; and unless ye can
produce d�v�ne author�ty, to prove, that the Alm�ghty who hath created and
placed th�s new world, at the greatest d�stance �t could poss�bly stand, east
and west, from every part of the old, doth, nevertheless, d�sapprove of �ts
be�ng �ndependant of the corrupt and abandoned court of Br�ta�n, unless I



say, ye can shew th�s, how can ye on the ground of your pr�nc�ples, just�fy
the exc�t�ng and st�rr�ng up the people “f�rmly to un�te �n the abhorrence of
all such wr�t�ngs, and measures, as ev�dence a des�re and des�gn to break off
the happy connex�on we have h�therto enjoyed, w�th the k�ngdom of Great-
Br�ta�n, and our just and necessary subord�nat�on to the k�ng, and those who
are lawfully placed �n author�ty under h�m.” What a slap of the face �s here!
the men, who �n the very paragraph before, have qu�etly and pass�vely
res�gned up the order�ng, alter�ng, and d�sposal of k�ngs and governments,
�nto the hands of God, are now, recall�ng the�r pr�nc�ples, and putt�ng �n for
a share of the bus�ness. Is �t poss�ble, that the conclus�on, wh�ch �s here
justly quoted, can any ways follow from the doctr�ne la�d down? The
�ncons�stency �s too glar�ng not to be seen; the absurd�ty too great not to be
laughed at; and such as could only have been made by those, whose
understand�ngs were darkened by the narrow and crabby sp�r�t of a
despa�r�ng pol�t�cal party; for ye are not to be cons�dered as the whole body
of the Quakers but only as a fact�onal and fract�onal part thereof.

Here ends the exam�nat�on of your test�mony; (wh�ch I call upon no man
to abhor, as ye have done, but only to read and judge of fa�rly;) to wh�ch I
subjo�n the follow�ng remark; “That the sett�ng up and putt�ng down of
k�ngs,” most certa�nly mean, the mak�ng h�m a k�ng, who �s yet not so, and
the mak�ng h�m no k�ng who �s already one. And pray what hath th�s to do
�n the present case? We ne�ther mean to set up nor to put down, ne�ther to
make nor to unmake, but to have noth�ng to do w�th them. Wherefore, your
test�mony �n whatever l�ght �t �s v�ewed serves only to d�shonor your
judgement, and for many other reasons had better have been let alone than
publ�shed.

F�rst, Because �t tends to the decrease and reproach of all rel�g�on
whatever, and �s of the utmost danger to soc�ety, to make �t a party �n
pol�t�cal d�sputes.

Secondly, Because �t exh�b�ts a body of men, numbers of whom d�savow
the publ�sh�ng pol�t�cal test�mon�es, as be�ng concerned there�n and
approvers thereof.

Th�rdly, Because �t hath a tendency to undo that cont�nental harmony
and fr�endsh�p wh�ch yourselves by your late l�beral and char�table



donat�ons hath lent a hand to establ�sh; and the preservat�on of wh�ch, �s of
the utmost consequence to us all.

And here w�thout anger or resentment I b�d you farewell. S�ncerely
w�sh�ng, that as men and chr�st�ans, ye may always fully and
un�nterruptedly enjoy every c�v�l and rel�g�ous r�ght; and be, �n your turn,
the means of secur�ng �t to others; but that the example wh�ch ye have
unw�sely set, of m�ngl�ng rel�g�on w�th pol�t�cs, may be d�savowed and
reprobated by every �nhab�tant of A������.

F  I  N  I  S.



On Common Sense

“No wr�ter has exceeded Pa�ne �n ease and fam�l�ar�ty of style, �n
persp�cu�ty of express�on, happ�ness of eluc�dat�on, and �n s�mple
and unassum�ng language.”

Thomas Jefferson

“A pamphlet called ‘Commonsense’ makes a great no�se. One of the
v�lest th�ngs that ever was publ�shed to the world. Full of false
representat�ons, l�es, calumny, and treason, whose pr�nc�ples are to
subvert all K�ngly Governments and erect an Independent
Republ�c.”

N�cholas Cresswell

“I dreaded the effect so popular a pamphlet m�ght have among the
people, and determ�ned to do all �n my Power to counteract the
effect of �t.”

John Adams

“Its effects were sudden and extens�ve upon the Amer�can m�nd. It
was read by publ�c men.”

Dr. Benjam�n Rush

“Have you read the pamphlet Common Sense? I never saw such a
masterful performance.… In short, I own myself conv�nced, by the
arguments, of the necess�ty of separat�on.”

General Charles Lee
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