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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

1787

We the people of the Un�ted States, �n Order to form a more
perfect Un�on, establ�sh Just�ce, �nsure domest�c Tranqu�l�ty, prov�de
for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure



the Bless�ngs of L�berty to ourselves and our Poster�ty, do orda�n and
establ�sh th�s Const�tut�on for the Un�ted States of Amer�ca.



Art�cle I
Sect�on 1. All leg�slat�ve Powers here�n granted shall be vested

�n a Congress of the Un�ted States, wh�ch shall cons�st of a Senate
and House of Representat�ves.

Sect�on 2. The House of Representat�ves shall be composed of
Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several
States, and the electors �n each State shall have the qual�f�cat�ons
requ�s�te for electors of the most numerous branch of the State
leg�slature.

No Person shall be a Representat�ve who shall not have
atta�ned to the Age of twenty f�ve Years, and been seven Years a
c�t�zen of the Un�ted States, and who shall not, when elected, be an
Inhab�tant of that State �n wh�ch he shall be chosen.

Representat�ves and d�rect Taxes shall be apport�oned among
the several States wh�ch may be �ncluded w�th�n th�s Un�on,
accord�ng to the�r respect�ve Numbers, wh�ch shall be determ�ned by
add�ng to the whole number of free Persons, �nclud�ng those bound
to Serv�ce for a Term of Years, and exclud�ng Ind�ans not taxed,
three f�fths of all other Persons. The actual Enumerat�on shall be
made w�th�n three Years after the f�rst Meet�ng of the Congress of the
Un�ted States, and w�th�n every subsequent Term of ten Years, �n
such Manner as they shall by law D�rect. The number of
Representat�ves shall not exceed one for every th�rty Thousand, but
each State shall have at least one Representat�ve; and unt�l such
enumerat�on shall be made, the State of New Hampsh�re shall be
ent�tled to chuse three, Massachusetts e�ght, Rhode Island and
Prov�dence Plantat�ons one, Connect�cut f�ve, New York s�x, New
Jersey four, Pennsylvan�a e�ght, Delaware one, Maryland s�x,



V�rg�n�a ten, North Carol�na f�ve, South Carol�na f�ve, and Georg�a
three.

When vacanc�es happen �n the Representat�on from any State,
the Execut�ve Author�ty thereof shall �ssue Wr�ts of Elect�on to f�ll
such Vacanc�es.

The House of Representat�ves shall chuse the�r Speaker and
other Off�cers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.

Sect�on 3. The Senate of the Un�ted States shall be composed
of two Senators from each State, chosen by the leg�slature thereof,
for s�x Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.

Immed�ately after they shall be assembled �n Consequence of
the f�rst Elect�on, they shall be d�v�ded as equally as may be �nto
three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the f�rst Class shall be
vacated at the exp�rat�on of the second Year, of the second Class at
the exp�rat�on of the fourth Year, and of the th�rd Class at the
exp�rat�on of the s�xth Year, so that one th�rd may be chosen every
second Year; and �f vacanc�es happen by Res�gnat�on, or otherw�se,
dur�ng the recess of the Leg�slature of any State, the Execut�ve
thereof may make temporary Appo�ntments unt�l the next meet�ng of
the Leg�slature, wh�ch shall then f�ll such Vacanc�es.

No person shall be a Senator who shall not have atta�ned to the
Age of th�rty Years, and been n�ne Years a C�t�zen of the Un�ted
States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhab�tant of that
State for wh�ch he shall be chosen.

The V�ce-Pres�dent of the Un�ted States shall be Pres�dent of
the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally d�v�ded.

The Senate shall choose the�r other Off�cers, and also a
Pres�dent pro tempore, �n the Absence of the V�ce-Pres�dent, or
when he shall exerc�se the Off�ce of Pres�dent of the Un�ted States.



The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments.
When s�tt�ng for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Aff�rmat�on.
When the Pres�dent of the Un�ted States �s tr�ed, the Ch�ef Just�ce
shall pres�de: And no Person shall be conv�cted w�thout the
Concurrence of two th�rds of the Members present.

Judgment �n cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than
to removal from Off�ce, and d�squal�f�cat�on to hold and enjoy any
Off�ce of honor, Trust or Prof�t under the Un�ted States: but the Party
conv�cted shall nevertheless be l�able and subject to Ind�ctment,
Tr�al, Judgment and Pun�shment, accord�ng to Law.

Sect�on 4. The T�mes, Places and Manner of hold�ng Elect�ons
for Senators and Representat�ves, shall be prescr�bed �n each State
by the Leg�slature thereof; but the Congress may at any t�me by Law
make or alter such Regulat�ons, except as to the Places of chus�ng
Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once �n every Year, and
such Meet�ng shall be on the f�rst Monday �n December, unless they
shall by law appo�nt a d�fferent Day.

Sect�on 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elect�ons,
Returns and Qual�f�cat�ons of �ts own Members, and a Major�ty of
each shall const�tute a Quorum to do Bus�ness; but a smaller
Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be author�zed to
compel the Attendance of absent Members, �n such Manner, and
under such Penalt�es as each House may prov�de.

Each house may determ�ne the Rules of �ts Proceed�ngs, pun�sh
�ts Members for d�sorderly Behav�or, and, w�th the Concurrence of
two-th�rds, expel a Member.

Each house shall keep a Journal of �ts Proceed�ngs, and from
t�me to t�me publ�sh the same, except�ng such Parts as may �n the�r
Judgment requ�re Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members
of e�ther House on any quest�on shall, at the Des�re of one f�fth of
those Present, be entered on the Journal.



Ne�ther House, dur�ng the Sess�on of Congress, shall, w�thout
the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to
any other Place than that �n wh�ch the two Houses shall be s�tt�ng.

Sect�on 6. The Senators and Representat�ves shall rece�ve a
Compensat�on for the�r Serv�ces, to be ascerta�ned by Law, and pa�d
out of the Treasury of the Un�ted States. They shall �n all Cases,
except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be pr�v�leged from
Arrest dur�ng the�r Attendance at the Sess�on of the�r respect�ve
Houses, and �n go�ng to and return�ng from the same; and for any
Speech or Debate �n e�ther House, they shall not be quest�oned �n
any other Place.

No Senator or Representat�ve shall, dur�ng the T�me for wh�ch
he was elected, be appo�nted to any c�v�l Off�ce under the author�ty
of the Un�ted States, wh�ch shall have been created, or the
Emoluments whereof shall have been �ncreased dur�ng such t�me;
and no Person hold�ng any Off�ce under the Un�ted States, shall be a
Member of e�ther House dur�ng h�s Cont�nuance �n Off�ce.

Sect�on 7. All B�lls for ra�s�ng Revenue shall or�g�nate �n the
House of Representat�ves; but the Senate may propose or concur
w�th Amendments as on other B�lls.

Every B�ll wh�ch shall have passed the House of
Representat�ves and the Senate, shall, before �t become a Law, be
presented to the Pres�dent of the Un�ted States; If he approve he
shall s�gn �t, but �f not he shall return �t, w�th h�s Object�ons to that
House �n wh�ch �t shall have or�g�nated, who shall enter the
Object�ons at large on the�r Journal, and proceed to recons�der �t. If
after such Recons�derat�on two th�rds of that house shall agree to
pass the B�ll, �t shall be sent, together w�th the Object�ons, to the
other House, by wh�ch �t shall l�kew�se be recons�dered, and �f
approved by two th�rds of that House, �t shall become a law. But �n all
such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determ�ned by Yeas
and Nays, and the Names of the Persons vot�ng for and aga�nst the
B�ll shall be entered on the Journal of each House respect�vely. If
any B�ll shall not be returned by the Pres�dent w�th�n ten Days



(Sundays excepted) after �t shall have been presented to h�m, the
Same shall be a Law, �n l�ke Manner as �f he had s�gned �t, unless
the Congress by the�r Adjournment prevent �ts Return, �n wh�ch case
�t shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolut�on, or Vote to wh�ch the Concurrence of
the Senate and House of Representat�ves may be necessary (except
on a quest�on of Adjournment) shall be presented to the Pres�dent of
the Un�ted States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be
approved by h�m, or be�ng d�sapproved by h�m, shall be repassed by
two th�rds of the Senate and House of Representat�ves, accord�ng to
the Rules and L�m�tat�ons prescr�bed �n the Case of a B�ll.

Sect�on 8. The Congress shall have Power to lay and collect
Taxes, Dut�es, Imposts and Exc�ses, to pay the Debts and prov�de for
the common Defence and general Welfare of the Un�ted States; but
all Dut�es, Imposts and Exc�ses shall be un�form throughout the
Un�ted States;

To borrow Money on the cred�t of the Un�ted States;

To regulate Commerce w�th fore�gn Nat�ons, and among the
several States, and w�th the Ind�an Tr�bes;

To establ�sh an un�form Rule of Natural�zat�on, and un�form
Laws on the subject of Bankruptc�es throughout the Un�ted States;

To co�n Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of fore�gn Co�n,
and f�x the Standard of We�ghts and Measures;

To prov�de for the Pun�shment of counterfe�t�ng the Secur�t�es
and current Co�n of the Un�ted States;

To establ�sh Post Off�ces and Post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Sc�ence and useful Arts, by secur�ng
for l�m�ted T�mes to Authors and Inventors the exclus�ve R�ght to the�r
respect�ve Wr�t�ngs and D�scover�es;



To const�tute Tr�bunals �nfer�or to the supreme Court;

To def�ne and pun�sh P�rac�es and Felon�es comm�tted on the
h�gh Seas, and Offenses aga�nst the Law of Nat�ons;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Repr�sal, and make
Rules concern�ng Captures on Land and Water;

To ra�se and support Arm�es, but no Appropr�at�on of Money to
that Use shall be for a longer term than two Years;

To prov�de and ma�nta�n a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government and Regulat�on of the land
and naval Forces;

To prov�de for call�ng forth the M�l�t�a to execute the Laws of the
Un�on, suppress Insurrect�ons and repel Invas�ons;

To prov�de for organ�z�ng, arm�ng, and d�sc�pl�n�ng, the M�l�t�a,
and for govern�ng such Part of them as may be employed �n the
Serv�ce of the Un�ted States, reserv�ng to the States respect�vely, the
Appo�ntment of the Off�cers, and the Author�ty of tra�n�ng the m�l�t�a
accord�ng to the d�sc�pl�ne prescr�bed by Congress;

To exerc�se exclus�ve Leg�slat�on �n all Cases whatsoever, over
such D�str�ct (not exceed�ng ten M�les square) as may, by Cess�on of
part�cular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat
of the Government of the Un�ted States, and to exerc�se l�ke
Author�ty over all Places purchased by the Consent of the
Leg�slature of the State �n wh�ch the Same shall be, for the Erect�on
of Forts, Magaz�nes, Arsenals, Dockyards, and other needful
Bu�ld�ngs;—And

To make all Laws wh�ch shall be necessary and proper for
carry�ng �nto Execut�on the forego�ng Powers, and all other Powers
vested by th�s Const�tut�on �n the Government of the Un�ted States,
or �n any Department or Off�cer thereof.



Sect�on 9. The M�grat�on or Importat�on of such Persons as any
of the States now ex�st�ng shall th�nk proper to adm�t, shall not be
proh�b�ted by the Congress pr�or to the Year one thousand e�ght
hundred and e�ght, but a Tax or Duty may be �mposed on such
Importat�on, not exceed�ng ten dollars for each Person.

The Pr�v�lege of the Wr�t of Habeas Corpus shall not be
suspended, unless when �n Cases of Rebell�on or Invas�on the publ�c
Safety may requ�re �t.

No B�ll of Atta�nder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

No Cap�tat�on, or other d�rect, Tax shall be la�d, unless �n
Proport�on to the Census or Enumerat�on here�n before d�rected to
be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be la�d on Art�cles exported from any State.

No Preference shall be g�ven by any Regulat�on of Commerce
or Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another: nor shall
Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obl�ged to enter, clear, or
pay Dut�es �n another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but �n
Consequence of Appropr�at�ons made by Law; and a regular
Statement and Account of the Rece�pts and Expend�tures of all
publ�c Money shall be publ�shed from t�me to t�me.

No T�tle of Nob�l�ty shall be granted by the Un�ted States; and no
Person hold�ng any Off�ce of Prof�t or Trust under them, shall, w�thout
the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument,
Off�ce, or T�tle, of any k�nd whatever, from any K�ng, Pr�nce, or
fore�gn State.

Sect�on 10. No State shall enter �nto any Treaty, All�ance, or
Confederat�on; grant Letters of Marque and Repr�sal; co�n Money;
em�t B�lls of Cred�t; make any Th�ng but gold and s�lver Co�n a
Tender �n Payment of Debts; pass any B�ll of Atta�nder, ex post facto



Law, or Law �mpa�r�ng the Obl�gat�on of Contracts, or grant any T�tle
of Nob�l�ty.

No State shall, w�thout the Consent of the Congress, lay any
Imposts or Dut�es on Imports or Exports, except what may be
absolutely necessary for execut�ng �t's �nspect�on Laws: and the net
Produce of all Dut�es and Imposts, la�d by any State on Imports or
Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the Un�ted States;
and all such Laws shall be subject to the Rev�s�on and Controul of
the Congress.

No State shall, w�thout the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of
Tonnage, keep Troops, or Sh�ps of War �n t�me of Peace, enter �nto
any Agreement or Compact w�th another State, or w�th a fore�gn
Power, or engage �n War, unless actually �nvaded, or �n such
�mm�nent Danger as w�ll not adm�t of delay.



ARTICLE II
Sect�on 1. The execut�ve Power shall be vested �n a Pres�dent

of the Un�ted States of Amer�ca. He shall hold h�s Off�ce dur�ng the
Term of four Years, and, together w�th the V�ce Pres�dent chosen for
the same Term, be elected, as follows:

Each State shall appo�nt, �n such Manner as the Leg�slature
thereof may d�rect, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number
of Senators and Representat�ves to wh�ch the State may be ent�tled
�n the Congress: but no Senator or Representat�ve, or Person
hold�ng an Off�ce of Trust or Prof�t under the Un�ted States, shall be
appo�nted an Elector.

The Electors shall meet �n the�r respect�ve States, and vote by
Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an
Inhab�tant of the same State w�th themselves. And they shall make a
L�st of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for
each; wh�ch L�st they shall s�gn and cert�fy, and transm�t sealed to
the Seat of the Government of the Un�ted States, d�rected to the
Pres�dent of the Senate. The Pres�dent of the Senate shall, �n the
Presence of the Senate and House of Representat�ves, open all the
Cert�f�cates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person hav�ng
the greatest Number of Votes shall be the Pres�dent, �f such Number
be a Major�ty of the whole Number of Electors appo�nted; and �f there
be more than one who have such Major�ty, and have an equal
Number of votes, then the House of Representat�ves shall
�mmed�ately chuse by Ballot one of them for Pres�dent; and �f no
Person have a Major�ty, then from the f�ve h�ghest on the L�st the
sa�d House shall �n l�ke Manner chuse the Pres�dent. But �n chus�ng
the Pres�dent, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representat�on
from each State hav�ng one Vote; a Quorum for th�s Purpose shall



cons�st of a Member or Members from two th�rds of the States, and a
Major�ty of all the States shall be necessary to a Cho�ce. In every
Case, after the Cho�ce of the Pres�dent, the Person hav�ng the
greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the V�ce Pres�dent.
But �f there should rema�n two or more who have equal Votes, the
Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the V�ce Pres�dent.

The Congress may determ�ne the T�me of chus�ng the Electors,
and the Day on wh�ch they shall g�ve the�r Votes; wh�ch Day shall be
the same throughout the Un�ted States.

No Person except a natural born C�t�zen, or a C�t�zen of the
Un�ted States, at the t�me of the Adopt�on of th�s Const�tut�on, shall
be el�g�ble to the Off�ce of Pres�dent; ne�ther shall any Person be
el�g�ble to that Off�ce who shall not have atta�ned to the Age of th�rty
f�ve Years, and been fourteen Years a Res�dent w�th�n the Un�ted
States.

In Case of the Removal of the Pres�dent from Off�ce, or of h�s
Death, Res�gnat�on, or Inab�l�ty to d�scharge the Powers and Dut�es
of the sa�d Off�ce, the Same shall devolve on the V�ce Pres�dent, and
the Congress may by Law prov�de for the Case of Removal, Death,
Res�gnat�on or Inab�l�ty, both of the Pres�dent and V�ce Pres�dent,
declar�ng what Off�cer shall then act as Pres�dent, and such Off�cer
shall act accord�ngly, unt�l the D�sab�l�ty be removed, or a Pres�dent
shall be elected.

The Pres�dent shall, at stated T�mes, rece�ve for h�s Serv�ces, a
Compensat�on, wh�ch shall ne�ther be encreased nor d�m�n�shed
dur�ng the Per�od for wh�ch he shall have been elected, and he shall
not rece�ve w�th�n that Per�od any other Emolument from the Un�ted
States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execut�on of h�s Off�ce, he shall take the
follow�ng Oath or Aff�rmat�on:—"I do solemnly swear (or aff�rm) that I
w�ll fa�thfully execute the Off�ce of Pres�dent of the Un�ted States,
and w�ll to the best of my Ab�l�ty, preserve, protect and defend the
Const�tut�on of the Un�ted States."



Sect�on 2. The Pres�dent shall be Commander �n Ch�ef of the
Army and Navy of the Un�ted States, and of the M�l�t�a of the several
States, when called �nto the actual Serv�ce of the Un�ted States; he
may requ�re the Op�n�on, �n wr�t�ng, of the pr�nc�pal Off�cer �n each of
the execut�ve Departments, upon any Subject relat�ng to the Dut�es
of the�r respect�ve Off�ces, and he shall have Power to grant
Repr�eves and Pardons for Offenses aga�nst the Un�ted States,
except �n Cases of �mpeachment.

He shall have Power, by and w�th the Adv�ce and Consent of the
Senate, to make Treat�es, prov�ded two th�rds of the Senators
present concur; and he shall nom�nate, and by and w�th the Adv�ce
and Consent of the Senate, shall appo�nt Ambassadors, other publ�c
M�n�sters and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other
Off�cers of the Un�ted States, whose Appo�ntments are not here�n
otherw�se prov�ded for, and wh�ch shall be establ�shed by Law: but
the Congress may by Law vest the Appo�ntment of such �nfer�or
Off�cers, as they th�nk proper, �n the Pres�dent alone, �n the Courts of
Law, or �n the Heads of Departments.

The Pres�dent shall have Power to f�ll up all Vacanc�es that may
happen dur�ng the Recess of the Senate, by grant�ng Comm�ss�ons
wh�ch shall exp�re at the End of the�r next sess�on.

Sect�on 3. He shall from t�me to t�me g�ve to the Congress
Informat�on of the State of the Un�on, and recommend to the�r
Cons�derat�on such Measures as he shall judge necessary and
exped�ent; he may, on extraord�nary Occas�ons, convene both
Houses, or e�ther of them, and �n Case of D�sagreement between
them, w�th Respect to the T�me of Adjournment, he may adjourn
them to such T�me as he shall th�nk proper; he shall rece�ve
Ambassadors and other publ�c M�n�sters; he shall take Care that the
Laws be fa�thfully executed, and shall Comm�ss�on all the Off�cers of
the Un�ted States.

Sect�on 4. The Pres�dent, V�ce Pres�dent and all c�v�l Off�cers of
the Un�ted States, shall be removed from Off�ce on Impeachment for,



and Conv�ct�on of, Treason, Br�bery, or other h�gh Cr�mes and
M�sdemeanors.



ARTICLE III
Sect�on 1. The jud�c�al Power of the Un�ted States, shall be

vested �n one supreme Court, and �n such �nfer�or Courts as the
Congress may from t�me to t�me orda�n and establ�sh. The Judges,
both of the supreme and �nfer�or Courts, shall hold the�r Off�ces
dur�ng good behav�or, and shall, at stated T�mes, rece�ve for the�r
Serv�ces, a Compensat�on, wh�ch shall not be d�m�n�shed dur�ng the�r
Cont�nuance �n Off�ce.

Sect�on 2. The jud�c�al Power shall extend to all Cases, �n Law
and Equ�ty, ar�s�ng under th�s Const�tut�on, the Laws of the Un�ted
States, and Treat�es made, or wh�ch shall be made, under the�r
Author�ty;—to all Cases affect�ng Ambassadors, other publ�c
M�n�sters and Consuls;—to all Cases of adm�ralty and mar�t�me
Jur�sd�ct�on;—to Controvers�es to wh�ch the Un�ted States shall be a
Party;—to Controvers�es between two or more States;—between a
State and C�t�zens of another State;—between C�t�zens of d�fferent
States; —between C�t�zens of the same State cla�m�ng Lands under
Grants of d�fferent States, and between a State, or the C�t�zens
thereof, and fore�gn States, C�t�zens or Subjects.

In all cases affect�ng Ambassadors, other publ�c M�n�sters and
Consuls, and those �n wh�ch a State shall be Party, the supreme
Court shall have or�g�nal Jur�sd�ct�on. In all the other Cases before
ment�oned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jur�sd�ct�on, both
as to Law and Fact, w�th such Except�ons, and under such
Regulat�ons as the Congress shall make.

The Tr�al of all Cr�mes, except �n Cases of Impeachment, shall
be by Jury; and such Tr�al shall be held �n the State where the sa�d
Cr�mes shall have been comm�tted; but when not comm�tted w�th�n



any State, the Tr�al shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress
may by Law have d�rected.

Sect�on 3. Treason aga�nst the Un�ted States, shall cons�st only
�n levy�ng War aga�nst them, or �n adher�ng to the�r Enem�es, g�v�ng
them A�d and Comfort. No Person shall be conv�cted of Treason
unless on the Test�mony of two W�tnesses to the same overt Act, or
on Confess�on �n open Court.

The Congress shall have power to declare the pun�shment of
Treason, but no Atta�nder of Treason shall work Corrupt�on of Blood,
or Forfe�ture except dur�ng the L�fe of the Person atta�nted.



ARTICLE IV
Sect�on 1. Full Fa�th and Cred�t shall be g�ven �n each State to

the publ�c Acts, Records, and jud�c�al Proceed�ngs of every other
State. And the Congress may by general Laws prescr�be the Manner
�n wh�ch such Acts, Records, and Proceed�ngs shall be proved, and
the Effect thereof.

Sect�on 2. The C�t�zens of each State shall be ent�tled to all
Pr�v�leges and Immun�t�es of C�t�zens �n the several States.

A Person charged �n any State w�th Treason, Felony, or other
Cr�me, who shall flee from Just�ce, and be found �n another State,
shall on Demand of the execut�ve Author�ty of the State from wh�ch
he fled, be del�vered up, to be removed to the State hav�ng
Jur�sd�ct�on of the Cr�me.

No person held to Serv�ce or Labor �n one State, under the Laws
thereof, escap�ng �nto another, shall, �n Consequence of any Law or
Regulat�on there�n, be d�scharged from such Serv�ce or Labor, But
shall be del�vered up on Cla�m of the Party to whom such Serv�ce or
Labor may be due.

Sect�on 3. New States may be adm�tted by the Congress �nto
th�s Un�on; but no new States shall be formed or erected w�th�n the
Jur�sd�ct�on of any other State; nor any State be formed by the
Junct�on of two or more States, or Parts of States, w�thout the
Consent of the Leg�slatures of the States concerned as well as of the
Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to d�spose of and make all
needful Rules and Regulat�ons respect�ng the Terr�tory or other



Property belong�ng to the Un�ted States; and noth�ng �n th�s
Const�tut�on shall be so construed as to Prejud�ce any Cla�ms of the
Un�ted States, or of any part�cular State.

Sect�on 4. The Un�ted States shall guarantee to every State �n
th�s Un�on a Republ�can Form of Government, and shall protect each
of them aga�nst Invas�on; and on Appl�cat�on of the Leg�slature, or of
the Execut�ve (when the Leg�slature cannot be convened) aga�nst
domest�c V�olence.



ARTICLE V
The Congress, whenever two th�rds of both Houses shall deem

�t necessary, shall propose Amendments to th�s Const�tut�on, or, on
the Appl�cat�on of the Leg�slatures of two th�rds of the several States,
shall call a Convent�on for propos�ng Amendments, wh�ch, �n e�ther
Case, shall be val�d to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of th�s
Const�tut�on, when rat�f�ed by the Leg�slatures of three fourths of the
several States, or by Convent�ons �n three fourths thereof, as the one
or the other Mode of Rat�f�cat�on may be proposed by the Congress;
Prov�ded that no Amendment wh�ch may be made pr�or to the Year
one thousand e�ght hundred and e�ght shall �n any Manner affect the
f�rst and fourth Clauses �n the n�nth Sect�on of the f�rst Art�cle; and
that no State, w�thout �ts Consent, shall be depr�ved of �t's equal
Suffrage �n the Senate.



ARTICLE VI
All Debts contracted and Engagements entered �nto, before the

Adopt�on of th�s Const�tut�on, shall be as val�d aga�nst the Un�ted
States under th�s Const�tut�on, as under the Confederat�on.

Th�s Const�tut�on, and the Laws of the Un�ted States wh�ch shall
be made �n Pursuance thereof; and all Treat�es made, or wh�ch shall
be made, under the Author�ty of the Un�ted States, shall be the
supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges �n every State shall be
bound thereby, any Th�ng �n the Const�tut�on or Laws of any State to
the Contrary notw�thstand�ng.

The Senators and Representat�ves before ment�oned, and the
Members of the several State Leg�slatures, and all execut�ve and
jud�c�al Off�cers, both of the Un�ted States and of the several States,
shall be bound by Oath or Aff�rmat�on, to support th�s Const�tut�on;
but no rel�g�ous Test shall ever be requ�red as a Qual�f�cat�on to any
Off�ce or publ�c Trust under the Un�ted States.



ARTICLE VII
The Rat�f�cat�on of the Convent�ons of n�ne States, shall be

suff�c�ent for the Establ�shment of th�s Const�tut�on between the
States so rat�fy�ng the Same.

Done �n Convent�on by the Unan�mous Consent of the States
present the Seventeenth Day of September �n the Year of our Lord
one thousand seven hundred and e�ghty seven and of the
Independence of the Un�ted States of Amer�ca the Twelfth. In
W�tness whereof We have hereunto subscr�bed our Names,

Go. WASHINGTON—
Pres�d. and deputy from V�rg�n�a

New Hampsh�re

John Langdon
N�cholas G�lman

Massachusetts

Nathan�el Gorham
Rufus K�ng

Connect�cut

Wm. Saml. Johnson
Roger Sherman



New York

Alexander Ham�lton

New Jersey

W�l: L�v�ngston
Dav�d Brearley
Wm. Paterson
Jona: Dayton

Pennsylvan�a

B Frankl�n
Thomas M�ffl�n
Robt Morr�s
Geo. Clymer
Thos F�tzS�mons
Jared Ingersoll
James W�lson
Gouv Morr�s

Delaware

Geo: Read
Gunn�ng Bedford jun
John D�ck�nson
R�chard Bassett
Jaco: Broom

Maryland

James Mchenry
Dan of St Thos. Jen�fer
Danl Carroll



V�rg�n�a

John Bla�r—
James Mad�son Jr.

North Carol�na

Wm. Blount
R�ch'd Dobbs Spa�ght
Hu W�ll�amson

South Carol�na

J. Rutledge
Charles Cotesworth P�nckney
Charles P�nckney
P�erce Butler

Georg�a

W�ll�am Few
Abr Baldw�n

Attest:
W�ll�am Jackson, Secretary
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