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PREFACE.ToC

The object of th�s book �s to help the study of Soc�al�sm by the
�nduct�ve method. It �s, f�rst and ch�efly, a collect�on of facts; and the
attempts at �nterpretat�on and general�zat�on wh�ch are �nterspersed,
are secondary and not �ntent�onally dogmat�c.

It �s certa�nly h�gh t�me that Soc�al�sts should beg�n to take lessons
from exper�ence; and for th�s purpose, that they should chasten the�r
conf�dence �n flatter�ng theor�es, and turn the�r attent�on to actual
events.

Th�s country has been from the beg�nn�ng, and espec�ally for the
last forty years, a laboratory �n wh�ch Soc�al�sms of all k�nds have
been exper�ment�ng. It may safely be assumed that Prov�dence has
pres�ded over the operat�ons, and has taken care to make them
�nstruct�ve. The d�sasters of Owen�sm and Four�er�sm have not been
�n va�n; the successes of the Shakers and Rapp�tes have not been
set before us for noth�ng. We may hope to learn someth�ng from
every exper�ment.

The author, hav�ng had unusual advantages for observ�ng the
Soc�al�st�c movements, and espec�al good fortune �n obta�n�ng
collect�ons of observat�ons made by others, has deemed �t h�s duty
to devote a year to the preparat�on of th�s h�story.

As no other systemat�c account of Amer�can Soc�al�sms ex�sts, the
facts here collected, as�de from any �nterpretat�on of them, may be
valuable to the student of h�story, and enterta�n�ng to the general
reader.

The present �ssue may be cons�dered a proof-sheet, as carefully
corrected as �t can be by �nd�v�dual, v�g�lance. It �s hoped that �t w�ll
call out from experts �n Soc�al�sm and others, correct�ons and
add�t�ons that w�ll �mprove �t for future ed�t�ons.



Wall�ngford, Conn., December, 1869.
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AMERICAN SOCIALISMS.

CHAPTER I.

INTRODUCTORY.ToC

Many years ago, when a branch of the One�da Commun�ty l�ved at
W�llow Place �n Brooklyn, near New York, a sombre p�lgr�m called
there one day, ask�ng for rest and conversat�on. H�s bus�ness proved
to be the collect�ng of memo�rs of soc�al�st�c exper�ments. We treated
h�m hosp�tably, and gave h�m the �nformat�on he sought about our
Commun�ty. He repeated h�s v�s�t several t�mes �n the course of
some follow�ng years, and f�nally seemed to take a very fr�endly
�nterest �n our exper�ment. Thus we became acqua�nted w�th h�m,



and also �n a measure w�th the work he had undertaken, wh�ch was
noth�ng less than a h�story of all the Assoc�at�ons and Commun�t�es
that have l�ved and d�ed �n th�s country, w�th�n the last th�rty or forty
years.

Th�s man's name was A.J. Macdonald. We remember that he was
a person of small stature, w�th black ha�r and sharp eyes. He had a
benevolent a�r, but seemed a l�ttle sad. We �mag�ned that the sad
scenes he had encountered wh�le look�ng after the stor�es of so
many short-l�ved Commun�t�es, had g�ven h�m a t�nge of melancholy.
He was �ndeed the "Old Mortal�ty" of Soc�al�sm, wander�ng from
grave to grave, pat�ently dec�pher�ng the ep�taphs of defunct
"Phalanxes." We learned from h�m that he was a Scotchman by
b�rth, and a pr�nter by trade; that he was an adm�rer and d�sc�ple of
Owen, and came from the "old country" some ten years before,
partly to see and follow the fortunes of h�s master's exper�ments �n
Soc�al�sm: but f�nd�ng Owen�sm �n ru�ns and Four�er�sm go�ng to ru�n,
he took upon h�mself the task of mak�ng a book, that should g�ve
future generat�ons the benef�t of the lessons taught by these
attempts and fa�lures.

H�s own attempt was a fa�lure. He gathered a huge mass of
mater�als, wrote h�s preface, and then d�ed �n New York of the
cholera. Our record of h�s last v�s�t �s dated February, 1854.

Ten years later our attent�on was turned to the project of wr�t�ng a
h�story of Amer�can Soc�al�sms. Such a book seemed to be a want of
the t�mes. We remembered Macdonald, and w�shed that by some
chance we could obta�n h�s collect�ons. But we had lost all traces of
them, and the hope of recover�ng them from the chaos of the great
c�ty where he d�ed, seemed ch�mer�cal. Nevertheless some of our
assoc�ates, then �n bus�ness on Broadway, commenced �nqu�r�ng at
the pr�nt�ng off�ces, and soon found acqua�ntances of Macdonald,
who d�rected them to the res�dence of h�s brother-�n-law �n the c�ty.
There, to our joyful surpr�se, we found the collect�ons we were �n
search of, ly�ng useless except as mementos, and a gentleman �n
charge of them who was w�ll�ng we should take them and use them
as we pleased.



On exam�n�ng our treasure, we found �t to be a p�le of manuscr�pts,
of letter-paper s�ze and three �nches th�ck, w�th pr�nted scraps from
newspapers and pamphlets �nterspersed. All was �n the loosest state
of d�sorder; but we strung the leaves together, paged them, and
made an �ndex of the�r contents. The book thus extempor�zed has
been our compan�on, as the reader w�ll see, �n the ensu�ng h�story.
The number of �ts pages �s seven hundred and forty-seven. The
�ndex has the names of s�xty-n�ne Assoc�at�ve exper�ments,
beg�nn�ng w�th Brook Farm and end�ng w�th the Shakers. The
memo�rs are of var�ous lengths, from a mere ment�on to a narrat�ve
of nearly a hundred pages. Among them are not�ces of lead�ng
Soc�al�sts, such as Owen, Four�er, Frances Wr�ght, &c. The
collect�on was �n no f�t cond�t�on for publ�cat�on; but �t marked out a
path for us, and gave us a mass of mater�al that has been very
serv�ceable, and probably could not elsewhere be found.

The breadth and thoroughness of Macdonald's �ntent�on w�ll be
seen �n the follow�ng c�rcular wh�ch, �n the prosecut�on of h�s
enterpr�se, he sent to many lead�ng Soc�al�sts.

PRINTED LETTER OF INQUIRY.

"New York, March, 1851.
"I have been for some t�me engaged �n collect�ng the necessary

mater�als for a book, to be ent�tled 'The Commun�t�es of the Un�ted
States,' �n wh�ch I propose g�v�ng a br�ef account of all the soc�al and
co-operat�ve exper�ments that have been made �n th�s country—the�r
or�g�n, pr�nc�ples, and progress; and, part�cularly, the causes of the�r
success or fa�lure.

"I have reason to bel�eve, from long exper�ence among soc�al
reformers, that such a work �s needed, and w�ll be both useful and
�nterest�ng. It w�ll serve as a gu�de to all future exper�ments, show�ng
what has already been done; l�ke a l�ght-house, po�nt�ng to the rocks
on wh�ch so many have been wrecked, or to the haven �n wh�ch the



few have found rest. It w�ll g�ve facts and stat�st�cs to be depended
upon, gathered from the most authent�c sources, and form�ng a
collect�on of �nterest�ng narrat�ves. It w�ll show the errors of
enthus�asts, and the tr�umphs of the cool-th�nk�ng; the
d�sappo�ntments of the sangu�ne, and the dear-bought exper�ence of
many soc�al adventurers. It w�ll g�ve mank�nd an �dea of the labor of
body and m�nd that has been expended to real�ze a better state of
soc�ety; to subst�tute a soc�al and co-operat�ve state for a compet�t�ve
one; a system of harmony, for one of d�scord.

"To �nsure the truthfulness of the work, I propose to gather most of
my �nformat�on from �nd�v�duals who have actually been engaged �n
the exper�ments of wh�ch I treat. W�th th�s object �n v�ew, I take the
l�berty to address you, ask�ng your a�d �n carry�ng out my plan. I
request you to g�ve me an account of the exper�ment �n wh�ch you
were engaged at ——. For �nstance, I requ�re such �nformat�on as
the follow�ng quest�ons would call forth, v�z:

"1. Who or�g�nated �t, or how was �t or�g�nated?
"2. What were �ts pr�nc�ples and objects?
"3. What were �ts means �n land and money?
"4. Was all the property put �nto common stock?
"5. What was the number of persons �n the Assoc�at�on?
"6. What were the�r trades, occupat�ons and amount of sk�ll?
"7. The�r educat�on, natural �ntell�gence and moral�ty?
"8. What rel�g�ous bel�ef, and �f any, how preached and pract�sed?
"9. How were members adm�tted? was there any standard by

wh�ch to judge them, or any property qual�f�cat�on necessary?
"10. Was there a wr�tten or pr�nted const�tut�on or laws? �f so can

you send me a copy?
"11. Were pledges, f�nes, oaths, or any coerc�ve means used?
"12. When and where d�d the Assoc�at�on commence �ts

exper�ment? Please descr�be the local�ty; what dwell�ngs and other



conven�ences were upon �t; how many persons �t could
accommodate; how many persons l�ved on the spot; how much land
was cult�vated; whether there were plenty of prov�s�ons; &c., &c.

"13. How was the land obta�ned? Was �t free or mortgaged? Who
owned �t?

"14. Were the new c�rcumstances of the assoc�ates super�or or
�nfer�or to the c�rcumstances they enjoyed prev�ous to the�r
assoc�at�ng?

"15. D�d they obta�n a�d from w�thout?
"16. What part�cular person or persons took the lead?
"17. Who managed the rece�pts and expend�tures, and were they

honestly managed?
"18. D�d the assoc�ates agree or d�sagree, and �n what?
"19. How long d�d they keep together?
"20. When and why d�d they break up? State the causes, d�rect

and �nd�rect.
"21. If successful, what were the causes of success?
"Any other �nformat�on relat�ng to the exper�ment, that you may

cons�der useful and �nterest�ng, w�ll be acceptable. By such
�nformat�on you w�ll confer a great favor, and mater�ally ass�st me �n
what I cons�der a good undertak�ng.

"The work I contemplate w�ll form a neat 12mo. volume, of from
200 to 280 pages, such as Lyell's 'Tour �n the Un�ted States,' or
Gorr�e's 'Churches and Sects of the Un�ted States.' It w�ll be
publ�shed �n New York and London at the lowest poss�ble pr�ce, say,
w�th�n one dollar; and �t �s my �ntent�on, �f poss�ble, to �llustrate the
work w�th v�ews of Commun�t�es now �n progress, or of local�t�es
rendered �nterest�ng by hav�ng once been the battle grounds of the
new system aga�nst the old.

"Please make known the above, and favor me w�th the names and
addresses of persons who would be w�ll�ng to ass�st me w�th such
�nformat�on as I requ�re.



"Trust�ng that I shall rece�ve the same k�nd a�d from you that I have
already rece�ved from so many of my fr�ends,

"I rema�n, very respectfully, yours,
"A.J. M��������."

Among the manuscr�pts �n Macdonald's collect�on are many that
were ev�dently wr�tten �n response to th�s c�rcular. Many others were
wr�tten by h�mself as journals or reports of h�s own v�s�ts to var�ous
Assoc�at�ons. We have reason to bel�eve that he spent most of h�s
t�me from h�s arr�val �n th�s country �n 1842 t�ll h�s death �n 1854, �n
p�lgr�mages to every Commun�ty, and even to every grave of a
Commun�ty, that he could hear of, far and near.

He had done h�s work when he d�ed. H�s collect�on �s nearly
exhaust�ve �n the extent of �ts survey. Very few Assoc�at�ons of any
note are overlooked. And he ev�dently cons�dered �t ready for the
press; for most of h�s memo�rs are endorsed w�th the word
"Complete," and w�th some method�cal d�rect�ons to the pr�nter. He
had even prov�ded the �llustrat�ons prom�sed �n h�s c�rcular. Among
h�s manuscr�pts are the follow�ng p�ctures:

A penc�l sketch and also a small wood engrav�ng of the bu�ld�ngs
of the North Amer�can Phalanx;

A wood engrav�ng of the f�rst mans�on house of the One�da
Commun�ty;

A penc�l sketch of the v�llage of Modern T�mes;
A v�ew �n water-colors of the doma�n and cab�n of the Clermont

Phalanx;
A penc�l sketch of the Zoar settlement;
Four wood engrav�ngs of Shaker scenes; two of them represent�ng

dances; one, a kneel�ng scene; and one, a "Mounta�n meet�ng;" also
a penc�l sketch of Shaker dwell�ngs at Watervl�et;

A portra�t of Robert Owen �n wood;
A very pretty v�ew of New Harmony �n Ind�a �nk;



A wood-cut of one of Owen's �mag�nary palaces;
Two portra�ts of Frances Wr�ght �n wood; one represent�ng her as

she was �n her pr�me of beauty, and the other, as she was �n old age;
A f�ne steel engrav�ng of Four�er.
In the follow�ng preface, wh�ch was found among Macdonald's

manuscr�pts, and wh�ch �s dated a few months before h�s death, we
have a last and sure s�gnal that he cons�dered h�s collect�on f�n�shed:

PREFACE TO THE BOOK THAT WAS NEVER PUBLISHED.

"I performed the task of collect�ng the mater�als wh�ch form th�s
volume, because I thought I was do�ng good. At one t�me, sangu�ne
�n ant�c�pat�ng br�ll�ant results from Commun�sm, I �mag�ned mank�nd
better than they are, and that they would speed�ly pract�se those
pr�nc�ples wh�ch I cons�dered so true. But the exper�ence of years �s
now upon me; I have m�ngled w�th 'the world,' seen stern real�ty, and
now am anx�ous to do as much as �n me l�es, to make known to the
many thousands who look for a 'better state' than th�s on earth as
well as �n heaven, the amount (as �t were at a glance) of the labors
wh�ch have been and are now be�ng performed �n th�s country to
real�ze that 'better state'. It may help to waken dreamers, to gu�de
lost wanderers, to conv�nce skept�cs, to re-assure the hopeful; �t may
serve the uses of Statesmen and Ph�losophers, and �nterest the
general reader; but �t �s most des�rable that �t should �ncrease the
char�ty of all those who may please to exam�ne �t, when they see that
�t was for Human�ty, �n nearly all �nstances, that these th�ngs were
done.

"Of necess�ty the work �s �mperfect, because of the d�ff�culty �n
obta�n�ng �nformat�on on such subjects; but the attempt, whatever
may be �ts result, should not be put off, s�nce there �s reason to
bel�eve that �f not now collected, many part�culars of the var�ous
movements would be forever lost.



"It rema�ns for a future h�stor�an to cont�nue the labor wh�ch I have
thus superf�c�ally commenced; for the day has not yet arr�ved when �t
can be sa�d that Commun�sm or Assoc�at�on has ceased to ex�st;
and �t �s poss�ble yet, �n the progress of th�ngs, that man w�ll
endeavor to cure h�s soc�al d�seases by some such means; and a
future h�story may conta�n the results of more �mportant exper�ments
than have ever yet been attempted.

"I here return my thanks to the fearless, conf�d�ng, and
d�s�nterested fr�ends, who so freely shared w�th me what l�ttle they
possessed, to ass�st �n the complet�on of th�s work. I name them not,
but rejo�ce �n the�r ass�stance.

A.J. M��������.
"New York C�ty, 1854."

The tone of th�s preface �nd�cates that Macdonald was
d�scouraged. The effect of h�s book, �f he had l�ved to publ�sh �t,
would have been to aggravate the re-act�on aga�nst Soc�al�sm wh�ch
followed the collapse of Four�er�sm. We hope to make a better use of
h�s mater�als.

It should not be �mag�ned that we are about to ed�t h�s work. A
large part of h�s collect�ons we shall om�t, as �rrelevant to our
purpose. That part wh�ch we use w�ll often be reconstructed and
generally condensed. Much of our mater�al w�ll be obta�ned from
other sources. The plan and theory of th�s h�story are our own, and
w�dely d�fferent from any that Macdonald would have been w�ll�ng to
�ndorse. W�th these qual�f�cat�ons, we st�ll acknowledge a large debt
of grat�tude to h�m and to the Prov�dence that gave us h�s collect�ons.



CHAPTER II.

BIRDS-EYE VIEW OF THE EXPERIMENTS.ToC

A general survey of the Soc�al�st�c f�eld w�ll be useful, before
enter�ng on the memo�rs of part�cular Assoc�at�ons; and for th�s
purpose we w�ll now spread before us the ent�re Index of
Macdonald's collect�ons, add�ng to �t a schedule of the number of
pages wh�ch he gave to the several Assoc�at�ons, and the dates of
the�r beg�nn�ng and end�ng, so far as we have been able to f�nd
them. Many of the trans�tory Assoc�at�ons, �t w�ll be seen, "made no
s�gn" when they d�ed. The cont�nuous Commun�t�es, such as the
Shakers, of course have no term�nal date.

INDEX OF MACDONALD'S COLLECTION.

Assoc�at�ons, &c. No. of
Pages. Dates.

Alphadelph�a Phalanx 7 1843-
6.

Aux�l�ary Branch of the
Assoc�at�on of All
Classes of All Nat�ons

3 1836.

Blue Spr�ng
Commun�ty 1 1826-

7.
Braz�l�an Exper�ment 1 1841.

Brook Farm 20 1842-
7.

Brooke's Exper�ment 5 1844.
Brotherhood of the
Un�on 1 1850-

1.
Bureau Co. Phalanx 1 1843.
C�nc�nnat� Brotherhood 5 1845-



8.
Clarkson Industr�al
Assoc�at�on 11 1844.

Clermont Phalanx 13 1844-
7.

Colony of Bethel 11 1852.
Columb�an Phalanx 1 1845.
Commonwealth
Soc�ety 1 1819.

Commun�a Work�ng
Men's League 1 1850.

Convent�on at Boston
of the Fr�ends of
Assoc�at�on

2 1843.

Convent�on �n New
York for organ�z�ng an
Industr�al Congress

1 1845.

Co-operat�ng Soc�ety of
Alleghany Co. 1 1825.

Coxsack�e Commun�ty 2 1826-
7.

Dav�s' Harmon�al
Brotherhood 2 1851.

Dunkers 4 1724.
Ebenezer Commun�ty 5 1843.
Em�grat�on Soc�ety, 2d
Sect�on 4 1843.

Forrestv�lle Commun�ty 1 1825.
Four�er, L�fe of 3  
Frankl�n Commun�ty 1 1826.
Garden Grove 1 1848.
Goose Pond
Commun�ty 1 1843.

Grand Pra�r�e 2 1847.



Commun�ty
Grand Pra�r�e
Harmon�al Inst�tute 8 1853.

Guatemala Exper�ment 1 1843.
Haverstraw Commun�ty 3 1826.
Hopedale Commun�ty 13 1842.
Hunt's Exper�ment of
Equal�ty 12 1843-

7.
Icar�a 82 1849
Integral Phalanx 5 1845.
Jefferson County
Industr�al Assoc�at�on 3 1843.

Kendal Commun�ty 4 1826.
Lagrange Phalanx 2 1843.
Leraysv�lle Phalanx 5 1844.
Maclur�a 7 1826.
Marlboro Assoc�at�on 10 1841.
McKean County
Assoc�at�on 1 1843.

Modern T�mes 3 1851.
Moorhouse Un�on 6 1843.
Morav�ans, or Un�ted
Brethren 9 1745.

Murray, Orson S. 3  

Nashoba 14 1825-
8.

New Lanark 10 1799.

New Harmony 60 1825-
7.

North Amer�can
Phalanx 38 1843-

55.
Northampton
Assoc�at�on 7 1842.



Oh�o Phalanx 11 1844-
5.

One�da Commun�ty 27 1847.
One-ment�an
Commun�ty 6 1843.

Ontar�o Phalanx 1 1844.
Owen, Robert 25  
Pra�r�e Home
Commun�ty 23 1844.

Rar�tan Bay Un�on 5 1853.
Sangamon Phalanx 1 1845.
Shakers 93 1776.
Skaneateles
Commun�ty 18 1843-

6.
Soc�al Reform Un�ty 23 1842.
Sodus Bay Phalanx 3 1844.
Sp�r�tual Commun�ty at
Mounta�n Cove 3 1853.

Spr�ng Farm
Assoc�at�on 3 1846-

9.
St. Lou�s Reform
Assoc�at�on 1 1851.

Sylvan�a Assoc�at�on 25 1843-
5.

Trumbull Phalanx 13 1844-
7.

Un�ted Germans 2 1827.
Venezuelan
Exper�ment 25 1844-

6.
Warren, Jos�ah, T�me
Store &c. 11 1842.

Washtenaw Phalanx 1 1843.
W�scons�n Phalanx 21 1844-



50.
Wr�ght, Frances 9  
W�lk�nson, Jem�ma,
and her Commun�ty 5 1780.

Yellow Spr�ngs
Commun�ty 1 1825.

Zoar 8 1819.

On general survey of the matter conta�ned �n th�s �ndex, we may
beg�n to sort �t �n the follow�ng manner:

F�rst we w�ll lay as�de the ant�que rel�g�ous Assoc�at�ons, such as
the Dunkers, Morav�ans, Zoar�tes, &c. We count at least seven of
these, wh�ch do not properly belong to the modern soc�al�st�c
movement, or even to Amer�can l�fe. Hav�ng the�r or�g�n �n the old
world, and most of them �n the last century, and rema�n�ng w�thout
change, they ex�st only on the outsk�rts of general soc�ety.

Next we put out of account the fore�gn Assoc�at�ons, such as the
Braz�l�an and Venezuelan exper�ments. W�th these may be classed
those of the Icar�ans and some others, wh�ch, though w�th�n the
Un�ted States, are, or were, really colon�es of fore�gners. We see s�x
of th�s sort �n the �ndex.

Th�rdly, we d�sm�ss two or three Sp�r�tual�st�c attempts that are
named �n the l�st; f�rst, because they never atta�ned to the d�gn�ty of
Assoc�at�ons; and secondly, because they belonged to a later
movement than that wh�ch Macdonald undertook to record. The
soc�al exper�ments of the Sp�r�tual�sts should be treated by
themselves, as the sequelæ of the Four�er exc�tement of
Macdonald's t�me.

The Assoc�at�ons that are left after these exclus�ons, naturally fall
�nto two groups, v�z.; those of the O��� ��������, and those of the
F������ ��������.

Robert Owen came to th�s country and commenced h�s
exper�ments �n Commun�sm �n 1824. Th�s was the beg�nn�ng of a



nat�onal exc�tement, wh�ch had a course somewhat l�ke that of a
rel�g�ous rev�val or a pol�t�cal campa�gn. Th�s movement seems to
have culm�nated �n 1826; and, grouped around or near that year, we
f�nd �n Macdonald's l�st, the names of eleven Commun�t�es. These
were not all str�ctly Owen�te Commun�t�es, but probably all owed the�r
b�rth to the general exc�tement that followed Owen's labors, and may
therefore, properly be class�f�ed as belong�ng to the Owen
movement.

Four�er�sm was �ntroduced �nto th�s country by Albert Br�sbane and
Horace Greeley �n 1842, and then commenced another great
nat�onal movement s�m�lar to that of Owen�sm, but far more un�versal
and enthus�ast�c. We cons�der the year 1843 the focal per�od of th�s
soc�al rev�val; and around that year or follow�ng �t w�th�n the fort�es,
we f�nd the ma�n group of Macdonald's Assoc�at�ons. Th�rty-four of
the l�st may clearly be referred to th�s epoch. Many, and perhaps
most of them, never undertook to carry �nto pract�ce Four�er's
theor�es �n full; and some of them would d�scla�m all aff�l�at�on w�th
Four�er�sm; but they all or�g�nated �n a common exc�tement, and that
exc�tement took �ts r�se from the publ�cat�ons of Br�sbane and
Greeley.

Conf�n�ng ourselves, for the present, to these two groups of
Assoc�at�ons, belong�ng respect�vely to the Owen movement of 1826
and the Four�er movement of 1843, we w�ll now g�ve a br�ef stat�st�cal
account of each Assoc�at�on; �.e., all we can f�nd �n Macdonald's
collect�on, on the follow�ng po�nts: 1, Local�ty; 2, Number of
members; 3, Amount of land; 4, Amount of debt; 5, Durat�on. We
g�ve the amount of land �nstead of any other measurement of cap�tal,
because all and more than all the cap�tal of the Assoc�at�ons was
generally �nvested �n land, and because �t �s d�ff�cult to d�st�ngu�sh, �n
most cases, between the cash cap�tal that was actually pa�d �n, and
that wh�ch was only subscr�bed or talked about.

As to the rel�ab�l�ty of these stat�st�cs, we can only say that we
have pat�ently p�cked them out, one by one, l�ke scattered bones,
from Macdonald's heap. Though they may be faulty �n some deta�ls,
we are conf�dent that the general �dea they g�ve of the attempts and
exper�ences of Amer�can Soc�al�sts, w�ll not be far from the truth.



Exper�ments of the Owen Epoch.
Blue Spr�ng Commun�ty; Ind�ana; no part�culars, except that �t

lasted "but a short t�me."
Co-operat�ve Soc�ety; Pennsylvan�a; no part�culars.
Coxsack�e Commun�ty; New York; cap�tal "small;" "very much �n

debt;" durat�on between 1 and 2 years.
Forrestv�lle Commun�ty; Ind�ana; "over 60 members;" 325 acres of

land; durat�on more than a year.
Frankl�n Commun�ty; New York; no part�culars.
Haverstraw Commun�ty; New York; about 80 members; 120 acres;

debt $12,000; durat�on 5 months.
Kendal Commun�ty; Oh�o; 200 members; 200 acres; durat�on

about 2 years.
Maclur�a; Ind�ana; 1200 acres; durat�on about 2 years.
New Harmony; Ind�ana; 900 members; 30,000 acres, worth

$150,000; durat�on nearly 3 years.
Nashoba; Tennessee; 15 members; 2,000 acres; durat�on about 3

years.
Yellow Spr�ng Commun�ty; Oh�o; 75 to 100 fam�l�es; durat�on 3

months.

Exper�ments of the Four�er Epoch.
Alphadelph�a Phalanx; M�ch�gan; 400 or 500 members; 2814

acres; durat�on 2 years and 9 months.
Brook Farm; Massachusetts; 115 members; 200 acres; durat�on 5

years.
Brooke's exper�ment; Oh�o; few members; no further part�culars.
Bureau Co. Phalanx; Ill�no�s; small; no part�culars.



Clarkson Industr�al Assoc�at�on; New York; 420 members; 2000
acres; durat�on from 6 to 9 months.

Clermont Phalanx; Oh�o; 120 members; 900 acres; debt $19,000;
durat�on 2 years or more.

Columb�an Phalanx; Oh�o; no part�culars.
Garden Grove; Iowa; no part�culars.
Goose Pond Commun�ty; Pennsylvan�a; 60 members; durat�on a

few months.
Grand Pra�r�e Commun�ty; Oh�o; no part�culars.
Hopedale; Massachusetts; 200 members; 500 acres; durat�on not

stated, but commonly reported to be 17 or 18 years.
Integral Phalanx; Ill�no�s; 30 fam�l�es; 508 acres; durat�on 17

months.
Jefferson Co. Industr�al Assoc�at�on; New York; 400 members;

1200 acres of land; durat�on a few months.
Lagrange Phalanx; Ind�ana; 1000 acres; no further part�culars.
Leraysv�lle Phalanx; Pennsylvan�a; 40 members; 300 acres;

durat�on 8 months.
Marlboro Assoc�at�on; Oh�o; 24 members; had "a load of debt;"

durat�on nearly 4 years.
McKean Co. Assoc�at�on; Pennsylvan�a; 30,000 acres; no further

part�culars.
Moorhouse Un�on; New York; 120 acres; durat�on "a few months."
North Amer�can Phalanx; New Jersey; 112 members; 673 acres;

debt $17,000; durat�on 12 years.
Northampton Assoc�at�on; Massachusetts; 130 members; 500

acres of land; debt $40,000; durat�on 4 years.
Oh�o Phalanx; 100 members; 2,200 acres; deeply �n debt; durat�on

10 months.



One-ment�an (mean�ng probably one-m�nd) Commun�ty;
Pennsylvan�a; 800 acres; durat�on one year.

Ontar�o Phalanx; New York; br�ef durat�on.
Pra�r�e Home Commun�ty; Oh�o; 500 acres; debt broke �t up;

durat�on one year.
Rar�tan Bay Un�on; New Jersey; few members; 268 acres.
Sangamon Phalanx; Ill�no�s; no part�culars.
Skaneateles Commun�ty; New York; 150 members; 354 acres;

debt $10,000; durat�on 2-1/2 years.
Soc�al Reform Un�ty; Pennsylvan�a; 20 members; 2,000 acres;

debt $2,400; durat�on about 10 months.
Sodus Bay Phalanx; New York; 300 members; 1,400 acres;

durat�on a "short t�me."
Spr�ng Farm Assoc�at�on; W�scons�n; 10 fam�l�es; durat�on 3 years.
Sylvan�a Assoc�at�on; Pennsylvan�a; 145 members; 2394 acres;

debt $7,900; durat�on nearly 2 years.
Trumbull Phalanx; Oh�o; 1500 acres; durat�on 2-1/2 years.
Washtenaw Phalanx; M�ch�gan; no part�culars.
W�scons�n Phalanx; 32 fam�l�es; 1,800 acres; durat�on 6 years.

Recap�tulat�on and Comments.
1. Local�t�es. The Owen group were d�str�buted among the States

as follows: �n Ind�ana, 4; �n New York, 3; �n Oh�o, 2; �n Pennsylvan�a,
1; �n Tennessee, 1.

The Four�er group were located as follows: �n Oh�o, 8; �n New
York, 6; �n Pennsylvan�a, 6; �n Massachusetts, 3; �n Ill�no�s, 3; �n New
Jersey, 2; �n M�ch�gan, 2; �n W�scons�n, 2; �n Ind�ana, 1; �n Iowa, 1.

Ind�ana had the greatest number �n the f�rst group, and the least �n
the second.



New England was not represented �n the Owen group; and only by
three Assoc�at�ons �n the Four�er group; and those three were all �n
Massachusetts.

The southern states were represented by only one Assoc�at�on—
that of Nashoba, �n the Owen group—and that was l�ttle more than
an eleemosynary attempt of Frances Wr�ght to c�v�l�ze the negroes.

The two groups comb�ned were d�str�buted as follows: �n Oh�o, 10;
�n New York, 9; �n Pennsylvan�a, 7; �n Ind�ana, 5; �n Massachusetts,
3; �n Ill�no�s, 3; �n New Jersey, 2; �n M�ch�gan, 2; �n W�scons�n, 2; �n
Tennessee, 1; �n Iowa, 1.

2. Number of members. The f�gures �n our ep�tome (reckon�ng f�ve
persons to a fam�ly when fam�l�es are ment�oned), g�ve an aggregate
of 4,801 members: but these belong to only twenty-f�ve Assoc�at�ons.
The numbers of the rema�n�ng twenty are not def�n�tely reported. The
average of those reported �s about 192 to an Assoc�at�on. Extend�ng
th�s average to the rest, we have a total of 8,641.

The numbers belong�ng to s�ngle Assoc�at�ons vary from 15 to
900; but �n a major�ty of cases they were between 100 and 200.

3. The amount of land reported �s enormous. Averag�ng �t as we
d�d �n the case of the number of members, we make a grand total of
136,586 acres, or about 3,000 acres to each Assoc�at�on! Th�s �s too
much for any probable average. We w�ll leave out as except�onal, the
60,000 acres reported as belong�ng to New Harmony and the
McKean Co. Assoc�at�on. Then averag�ng as before, we have a
grand total of 44,624 acres, or about 1,000 acres to each
Assoc�at�on.

Judg�ng by our own exper�ence we �ncl�ne to th�nk that th�s
fondness for land, wh�ch has been the hab�t of Soc�al�sts, had much
to do w�th the�r fa�lures. Farm�ng �s about the hardest and longest of
all roads to fortune: and �t �s the k�nd of labor �n wh�ch there �s the
most uncerta�nty as to modes and theor�es, and of course the largest
chance for d�sputes and d�scords �n such complex bod�es as
Assoc�at�ons. Moreover the lust for land leads off �nto the w�lderness,
"out west," or �nto by-places, far away from ra�lroads and markets;



whereas Soc�al�sm, �f �t �s really ahead of c�v�l�zat�on, ought to keep
near the centers of bus�ness, and at the front of the general march of
�mprovement. We should have adv�sed the Phalanxes to l�m�t the�r
land-�nvestments to a m�n�mum, and put the�r strength as soon as
poss�ble �nto some form of manufacture. Almost any k�nd of a factory
would be better than a farm for a Commun�ty nursery. We f�nd hardly
a vest�ge of th�s pol�cy �n Macdonald's collect�ons. The saw-m�ll �s the
only form of mechan�sm that f�gures much �n h�s reports. It �s really
lud�crous to see how un�formly an old saw-m�ll turns up �n connect�on
w�th each Assoc�at�on, and how zealously the brethren made much
of �t; but that �s about all they attempted �n the l�ne of manufactur�ng.
Land, land, land, was ev�dently regarded by them as the mother of
all ga�n and comfort. Cons�der�ng how much they must have run �n
debt for land, and how l�ttle prof�t they got from �t, we may say of
them almost l�terally, that they were "wrecked by runn�ng aground."

4. Amount of debt. Macdonald's reports on th�s po�nt are few and
�ndef�n�te. The sums owed are stated for only seven of the
Assoc�at�ons. They vary from $1,000 to $40,000. F�ve other
Assoc�at�ons are reported as "very much �n debt," "deeply �n debt,"
&c. The exact �ndebtedness of these and of the rema�n�ng th�rty-
three, �s probably beyond the reach of h�story. But we have reason to
th�nk that nearly all of them bought, to beg�n w�th, a great deal more
land than they pa�d for. Th�s was the fash�on of the soc�al�st�c schools
and of the t�mes.

5. The durat�on of fourteen Assoc�at�ons �s not reported; twelve
lasted less than 1 year; two 1 year; four between 1 and 2 years;
three 2 years; four between 2 and 3 years; one between 3 and 4
years; one 4 years; one 5 years; one 6 years; one 12 years, and one
(�t �s sa�d) 17 years. All d�ed young, and most of them before they
were two years old.



CHAPTER III.

THEORY OF NATIONAL EXPERIENCE.ToC

Now that our phenomena are fa�rly before us, a l�ttle speculat�on
may be appropr�ate. One wants to know what pos�t�on these
exper�ments, wh�ch started so ga�ly and fa�led so soon, occupy �n the
h�story of th�s country and of the world; what relat�on they have to
Chr�st�an�ty; what the�r mean�ng �s �n the great scheme of
Prov�dence. Students of Soc�al�sm and h�story must have some
theory about the�r place and s�gn�f�cance �n the great whole of th�ngs.
We have stud�ed them somewhat �n the c�rcumspect�ve way, and w�ll
devote a few pages to our theory about them. It w�ll at least correct
any �mpress�on that we �ntend to treat them d�srespectfully.

And f�rst we keep �n m�nd a clear and w�de d�st�nct�on between the
Assoc�at�ons and the movements from wh�ch they sprung. The word
movement �s very conven�ent, though very �ndef�n�te. We use �t to
des�gnate the w�de-spread exc�tements and d�scuss�ons about
Soc�al�sm wh�ch led to the exper�ments we have ep�tom�zed. In our
last chapter we �nc�dentally compared the soc�al�st�c movements of
the Owen and Four�er epochs to rel�g�ous rev�vals. We m�ght now
complete the �dea, by compar�ng the Assoc�at�ons that �ssued from
those movements, to churches that were organ�zed �n consequence
of the rev�vals. A vast sp�r�tual and �ntellectual exc�tement �s one
th�ng; and the �nst�tut�ons that r�se out of �t are another. We must not
judge the exc�tement by the �nst�tut�ons.

We get but a very �mperfect �dea of the Owen and Four�er
movements from the short-l�ved exper�ments whose rema�ns are
before us �n Macdonald's collect�ons. In the f�rst place Macdonald,
fa�thful as he was, d�d not d�scover all the exper�ments that were
made dur�ng those movements. We remember some that are not
named �n h�s manuscr�pts. And �n the next place the numbers



engaged �n the pract�cal attempts were very small, �n compar�son
w�th the masses that entered �nto the enthus�asm of the general
movements and abandoned themselves to the �dea of an �mpend�ng
soc�al revolut�on. The e�ght thousand and s�x hundred that we found
by averag�ng Macdonald's l�st, m�ght probably be doubled to
represent the census of the obscure unknown attempts, and then
mult�pl�ed by ten to cover the outs�de mult�tudes that were converted
to Soc�al�sm �n the course of the Owen and Four�er rev�vals.

Owen �n 1824 st�rred the very l�fe of the nat�on w�th h�s appeals to
K�ngs and Congresses, and h�s vast exper�ments at New Harmony.
Th�nk of h�s fam�ly of n�ne hundred members on a farm of th�rty
thousand acres! A magn�f�cent beg�nn�ng, that thr�lled the world! The
general movement was proport�onate to th�s beg�nn�ng; and though
th�s great Commun�ty and all the l�ttle ones that followed �t fa�led and
d�sappeared �n a few years, the movement d�d not cease. Owen and
h�s followers—espec�ally h�s son Robert Dale Owen and Frances
Wr�ght—cont�nued to ag�tate the country w�th newspapers, publ�c
lectures, and "Fanny Wr�ght soc�et�es," t�ll the�r �deas actually got
foot-hold and �nfluence �n the great Democrat�c party. The spec�al
enthus�asm for pract�cal attempts at Assoc�at�on culm�nated �n 1826,
and afterwards subs�ded; but the exc�tement about Owen's �deas,
wh�ch was really the Owen movement, reached �ts he�ght after 1830;
and the embers of �t are �n the heart of the nat�on to th�s day.

On the other hand, Four�er (by proxy) started another nat�onal
exc�tement �n 1842. W�th young Br�sbane for �ts cosmopol�tan
apostle, and a nat�onal newspaper, such as the New York Tr�bune
was, for �ts organ, th�s movement, l�ke Owen's, could not be
otherw�se than nat�onal �n �ts d�mens�ons. We shall have occas�on
hereafter to show how vast and deep �t was, and how poorly �t �s
represented by the Phalanxes that f�gure �n Macdonald's memo�rs.
Meanwh�le let the reader cons�der that several of the men who were
leaders �n th�s exc�tement, were also leaders then and afterwards �n
the old Wh�g party; and he w�ll have reason to conclude that
Soc�al�sm, �n �ts duplex form of Owen�sm and Four�er�sm, has
touched and mod�f�ed both of the party-sect�ons and all departments
of the nat�onal l�fe.



We must not th�nk of the two great soc�al�st�c rev�vals as altogether
heterogeneous and separate. The�r part�zans ma�nta�ned theoret�cal
oppos�t�on to each other; but after all the ma�n �dea of both was the
enlargement of home—the extens�on of fam�ly un�on beyond the l�ttle
man-and-w�fe c�rcle to large corporat�ons. In th�s �dea the two
movements were one; and th�s was the charm�ng �dea that caught
the attent�on and st�rred the enthus�asm of the Amer�can people.
Owen�sm prepared the way for Four�er�sm. The same men, or at
least the same sort of men that took part �n the Owen movement,
were afterward carr�ed away by the Four�er enthus�asm. The two
movements may, therefore, be regarded as one; and �n that v�ew, the
per�od of the great Amer�can soc�al�st�c rev�val extends from 1824,
through the f�nal and overwhelm�ng exc�tement of 1843, to the
collapse of Four�er�sm after 1846.

As a man who has passed through a ser�es of pass�onal
exc�tements, �s never the same be�ng afterward, so we �ns�st that
these soc�al�st�c paroxysms have changed the heart of the nat�on;
and that a yearn�ng toward soc�al reconstruct�on has become a part
of the cont�nuous, permanent, �nner exper�ence of the Amer�can
people. The Commun�t�es and Phalanxes d�ed almost as soon as
they were born, and are now almost forgotten. But the sp�r�t of
Soc�al�sm rema�ns �n the l�fe of the nat�on. It was d�scouraged and
cast down by the fa�lures of 1828 and 1846, and thus �t learned
salutary caut�on and self-control. But �t l�ves st�ll, as a hope watch�ng
for the morn�ng, �n thousands and perhaps m�ll�ons who never took
part �n any of the exper�ments, and who are ne�ther Owen�tes nor
Four�er�tes, but s�mply Soc�al�sts w�thout theory—bel�evers �n the
poss�b�l�ty of a sc�ent�f�c and heavenly reconstruct�on of soc�ety.

Thus our theory harmon�zes Owen�sm w�th Four�er�sm, and
regards them both as work�ng toward the same end �n Amer�can
h�story. Now we w�ll go a step further and attempt the reconc�l�ng of
st�ll greater repugnances.

S�nce the war of 1812-15, the l�ne of soc�al�st�c exc�tements l�es
parallel w�th the l�ne of rel�g�ous Rev�vals. Each had �ts two great
leaders, and �ts two epochs of enthus�asm. Nettleton and F�nney
were to Rev�vals, what Owen and Four�er were to Soc�al�sm.



Nettleton prepared the way for F�nney, though he was opposed to
h�m, as Owen prepared the way for Four�er. The enthus�asm �n both
movements had the same progress�on. Nettleton's ag�tat�on, l�ke
Owen's, was moderate and somewhat local. F�nney, l�ke Four�er,
swept the nat�on as w�th a tempest. The Rev�val per�ods were a l�ttle
�n advance of those of Soc�al�sm. Nettleton commenced h�s labors �n
1817, wh�le Owen entered the f�eld �n 1824. F�nney was at the he�ght
of h�s power �n 1831-3, wh�le Four�er was carry�ng all before h�m �n
1842-3. Thus the movements were to a certa�n extent alternate.
Opposed as they were to each other theolog�cally—one be�ng a
movement of B�ble men, and the other of �nf�dels and l�berals—they
could not be expected to hold publ�c attent�on s�multaneously. But
look�ng at the whole per�od from the end of the war �n 1815 to the
end of Four�er�sm after 1846, and allow�ng Rev�vals a l�ttle
precedence over Soc�al�sm, we f�nd the two l�nes of exc�tement
parallel, and the�r phenomena wonderfully s�m�lar.

As we have shown that the soc�al�st�c movement was nat�onal, so,
�f �t were necessary, we m�ght here show that the Rev�val movement
was nat�onal. There was a t�me between 1831 and 1834 when the
Amer�can people came as near to a surrender of all to the K�ngdom
of Heaven, as they came �n 1843 to a soc�al�st�c revolut�on. The
M�llenn�um seemed as near �n 1831, as Four�er's Age of Harmony
seemed �n 1843. And the f�nal effect of Rev�vals was a hope
watch�ng for the morn�ng, wh�ch rema�ns �n the l�fe of the nat�on, s�de
by s�de, nay �dent�cal w�th, the great hope of Soc�al�sm.

And these movements—Rev�val�sm and Soc�al�sm—opposed to
each other as they may seem, and as they have been �n the creeds
of the�r part�zans, are closely related �n the�r essent�al nature and
objects, and man�festly belong together �n the scheme of
Prov�dence, as they do �n the h�story of th�s nat�on. They are to each
other as �nner to outer—as soul to body—as l�fe to �ts surround�ngs.
The Rev�val�sts had for the�r great �dea the regenerat�on of the soul.
The great �dea of the Soc�al�sts was the regenerat�on of soc�ety,
wh�ch �s the soul's env�ronment. These �deas belong together, and
are the complements of each other. Ne�ther can be successfully



embod�ed by men whose m�nds are not w�de enough to accept them
both.

In fact these two �deas, wh�ch �n modern t�mes are so w�de apart,
were present together �n or�g�nal Chr�st�an�ty. When the Sp�r�t of truth
pr�cked three thousand men to the heart and converted them on the
day of Pentecost, �ts next effect was to resolve them �nto one fam�ly
and �ntroduce Commun�sm of property. Thus the greatest of all
Rev�vals was also the great �naugurat�on of Soc�al�sm.

Undoubtedly the Soc�al�sts w�ll th�nk we make too much of the
Rev�val movement; and the Rev�val�sts w�ll th�nk we make too much
of the Soc�al�st�c movement; and the pol�t�c�ans w�ll th�nk we make
too much of both, �n ass�gn�ng them �mportant places �n Amer�can
h�story. But we hold that a man's deepest exper�ences are those of
rel�g�on and love; and these are just the exper�ences �n respect to
wh�ch he �s most apt to be ashamed, and most �ncl�ned to be s�lent.
So the nat�on says but l�ttle, and tr�es to th�nk that �t th�nks but l�ttle,
about �ts Rev�vals and �ts Soc�al�sms; but they are nevertheless the
deepest and most �nterest�ng passages of �ts h�story, and worth more
study as determ�nat�ves of character and dest�ny, than all �ts pol�t�cs
and d�plomac�es, �ts money matters and �ts wars.

Doubtless the Rev�val�sts and Soc�al�sts desp�se each other, and
perhaps both w�ll desp�se us for �mag�n�ng that they can be
reconc�led. But we w�ll say what we bel�eve; and that �s, that they
have both fa�led �n the�r attempts to br�ng heaven on earth, because
they desp�sed each other, and would not put the�r two great �deas
together. The Rev�val�sts fa�led for want of regenerat�on of soc�ety,
and the Soc�al�sts fa�led for want of regenerat�on of the heart.

On the one hand the Rev�val�sts needed da�ly meet�ngs and
cont�nuous cr�t�c�sm to save and perfect the�r converts; and these
th�ngs they could not have w�thout a thorough reconstruct�on of
domest�c l�fe. They tr�ed the exped�ent of "protracted meet�ngs,"
wh�ch was really a half-way attack on the fash�on of the world; but
soc�ety was too strong for them, and the�r half-measures broke
down, as all half-measures must. What they needed was to convert
the�r churches �nto un�tary fam�l�es, and put them �nto un�tary homes,



where da�ly meet�ngs and cont�nuous cr�t�c�sm are poss�ble;—and
behold, th�s �s Soc�al�sm!

On the other hand the Soc�al�sts, as often as they came together
�n actual attempts to real�ze the�r �deals, found that they were too
self�sh for close organ�zat�on. The moan of Macdonald was, that after
see�ng the stern real�ty of the exper�ments, he lost hope, and was
obl�ged to confess that he had "�mag�ned mank�nd better than they
are." Th�s was the f�nal confess�on of the leaders �n the Assoc�at�ve
exper�ments generally, from Owen to the last of the Four�er�tes; and
th�s confess�on means, that Soc�al�sm needed for �ts complement,
regenerat�on of the heart;—and behold, th�s �s Rev�val�sm!

These d�scords and fa�lures of the past surely have not been �n
va�n. Perhaps Prov�dence has carr�ed forward �ts regenerat�ve
des�gns �n two l�nes thus far, for the sake of the advantage of a
"d�v�s�on of labor." Wh�le the B�ble men have worked for the
regenerat�on of the soul, the �nf�dels and l�berals have been busy on
the problem of the reconstruct�on of soc�ety. Work�ng apart and �n
enm�ty, perhaps they have accompl�shed more for f�nal harmony
than they could have done together. Even the�r fa�lures when r�ghtly
�nterpreted, may turn to good account. They have both helped to
plant �n the heart of the nat�on an unfa�l�ng hope of the "good t�me
com�ng." The�r l�nes of labor, though we have called them parallel,
must really be convergent; and we may hope that the next phase of
nat�onal h�story w�ll be that of Rev�val�sm and Soc�al�sm harmon�zed,
and work�ng together for the K�ngdom of Heaven.

To complete our h�stor�cal theory, we must ment�on �n conclus�on,
one po�nt of contrast between the Soc�al�sms and the Rev�vals.

The Soc�al�sms were �mported from Europe; wh�le the Rev�vals
were Amer�can product�ons.

Owen was an Engl�shman, and Four�er was a Frenchman; but
Nettleton and F�nney were both Amer�cans—both nat�ves of
Connect�cut.

In the compar�son we conf�ne ourselves to the per�od s�nce the
war of 1812, because the h�story of the general soc�al�st�c



exc�tements �n th�s country �s l�m�ted to that per�od. But the Rev�vals
have an anter�or h�story, extend�ng back �nto the earl�est t�mes of
New England. The great Amer�can system of Rev�vals, of wh�ch the
Nettleton and F�nney exc�tements were the cont�nuat�on, was born �n
the f�rst half of the last century, �n central Massachusetts. Jonathan
Edwards, whose l�fe extended from 1703 to 1758, was the father of
�t. So that not only s�nce the war of 1812, but before the Revolut�on
of 1776, we f�nd Rev�val�sm, as a system, str�ctly an Amer�can
product�on.

We call the Owen and Four�er movements, Amer�can Soc�al�sms,
because they were nat�onal �n the�r d�mens�ons, and Amer�can l�fe
ch�efly was the subject of them. But look�ng at what may be called
the male element �n the product�on of them, they were really
European movements, propagated �n th�s country. Nevertheless, �f
we take the v�ew that Soc�al�sm and Rev�val�sm are a un�t �n the
des�gn of Prov�dence, one look�ng to the regenerat�on of externals
and the other to the regenerat�on of �nternals, we may st�ll call the
ent�re movement Amer�can, as hav�ng Rev�val�sm, wh�ch �s
Amer�can, for �ts �nner l�fe, though Soc�al�sm, the outer element, was
�mported from England and France.

CHAPTER IV.

NEW HARMONY.ToC

Amer�can Soc�al�sms, as we have def�ned them and grouped the�r
exper�ments, may be called non-rel�g�ous Soc�al�sms. Several



rel�g�ous Commun�t�es flour�shed �n th�s country before Owen's
attempts, and have cont�nued to flour�sh here s�nce the collapse of
Four�er�sm. But they were or�g�nally colon�es of fore�gners, and never
were d�rectly connected w�th movements that could be called
nat�onal. Owen was the f�rst Soc�al�st that st�rred the enthus�asm of
the whole Amer�can people; and he was the f�rst, so far as we know,
who tr�ed the exper�ment of a non-rel�g�ous Commun�ty. And the
whole ser�es of exper�ments belong�ng to the two great groups of the
Owen and Four�er epochs, followed �n h�s footsteps. The exclus�on of
theology was the�r d�st�nct�on and the�r boast.

Our programme, l�m�ted as �t �s by �ts t�tle to these nat�onal
Soc�al�sms, does not str�ctly �nclude the rel�g�ous Commun�t�es. Yet
those Commun�t�es have played �nd�rectly a very �mportant part �n
the drama of Amer�can Soc�al�sms, and w�ll requ�re cons�derable
�nc�dental attent�on as we proceed.

In attempt�ng to make out from Macdonald's collect�on an outl�ne
of Owen's great exper�ment at New Harmony (wh�ch was the
prototype of all the Owen and Four�er exper�ments), we f�nd
ourselves at the outset qu�te unexpectedly deal�ng w�th a str�k�ng
example of the relat�on between the rel�g�ous and non-rel�g�ous
Commun�t�es.

Owen d�d not bu�ld the v�llage of New Harmony, nor create the
�mprovements wh�ch prepared h�s 30,000 acres for h�s fam�ly of n�ne
hundred. He bought them outr�ght from a prev�ous rel�g�ous
Commun�ty; and �t �s doubtful whether he would have ever gathered
h�s n�ne hundred and made h�s exper�ment, �f he had not found a
place prepared for h�m by a sect of Chr�st�an Commun�sts.

Macdonald was an adm�rer, we m�ght almost say a worsh�per, of
Owen. He gloats over New Harmony as the very Mecca of h�s
devot�on. There he spent h�s f�rst e�ghteen months �n th�s country.
The f�nest p�cture �n h�s collect�on �s an elaborate Ind�a-�nk draw�ng of
the v�llage. But he scarcely ment�ons the Rapp�tes who bu�lt �t. No
separate account of them, such as he g�ves of the Shakers and
Morav�ans, can be found �n h�s manuscr�pts. Th�s �s an
unaccountable neglect; for the�r pre-occupat�on of New Harmony and



the�r transact�ons w�th Owen, must have thrust them upon h�s not�ce;
and the�r h�story �s �ntr�ns�cally as �nterest�ng, to say the least, as that
of any of the rel�g�ous Commun�t�es.

A glance at the h�story of the Rapp�tes �s �n many ways
�nd�spensable, as an �ntroduct�on to an account of Owen's New
Harmony. We must therefore address ourselves to the task wh�ch
Macdonald neglected.

THE HARMONISTS.
In the f�rst years of the present century, old Würtemburg, a

prov�nce always famous for �ts rel�g�ous enthus�asms, was
ferment�ng w�th exc�tement about the M�llenn�um; and many of �ts
enthus�asts were expect�ng the speedy personal advent of Chr�st.
Among these George Rapp became a prom�nent preacher, and led
forth a cons�derable sect �nto doctr�nes and ways that brought upon
h�m and them severe persecut�ons. In 1803 he came to Amer�ca to
f�nd a refuge for h�s flock. After due explorat�on he purchased 5000
acres of land �n Butler Co., Pennsylvan�a, and commenced a
settlement wh�ch he called Harmony. In the summer of 1804 two
sh�p-loads of h�s d�sc�ples w�th the�r fam�l�es—s�x hundred �n all—
came over the ocean and jo�ned h�m. In 1805 the Soc�ety was
formally organ�zed as a Chr�st�an Commun�ty, on the model of the
Pentecostal church. For a t�me the�r fare was poor and the�r work
was hard. An ev�l eye from the�r ne�ghbors was upon them. But they
l�ved down calumny and susp�c�on by well-do�ng, and soon made the
w�lderness blossom around them l�ke the rose. In 1807 they adopted
the pr�nc�ple of cel�bacy; but �n other respects they were far from
be�ng ascet�cs. Mus�c, pa�nt�ng, sculpture, and other l�beral arts
flour�shed among them. The�r museums and gardens were the
wonder and del�ght of the reg�on around them. In 1814, des�r�ng
warmer land and a better locat�on for bus�ness, they sold all �n
Pennsylvan�a and removed to Ind�ana. On the banks of the Wabash
they bu�lt a new v�llage and aga�n called �t Harmony. Here they
prospered more than ever, and the�r number �ncreased to nearly a
thousand. In 1824 they aga�n became d�scontented w�th the�r



locat�on, on account of bad ne�ghbors and malar�a. Aga�n they sold
all, and returned to Pennsylvan�a; but not to the�r old home. They
bu�lt the�r th�rd and f�nal v�llage �n Beaver Co, near P�ttsburgh, and
called �t Economy. There they are to th�s day. They own ra�lroads and
o�l wells and are reported to be m�ll�ona�res of the unknown grade. In
all the�r m�grat�ons from the old world to the new, from Pennsylvan�a
to Ind�ana, and from Ind�ana back to Pennsylvan�a; �n all the�r per�ls
by persecut�ons, by false brethren, by pest�lence, by poverty and
wealth, the�r rel�g�on held them together, and the�r un�on gave them
the strength that conquers prosper�ty. A notable example of what a
hundred fam�l�es can do when they have the w�sdom of harmony,
and f�ght the battle of l�fe �n a sol�d phalanx! A nobler "s�x hundred"
than the famous dragoons of Balaklava!



Such were the people who gave Robert Owen h�s f�rst lessons �n
Commun�sm, and sold h�m the�r home �n Ind�ana. Ten of the�r best
years they spent �n bu�ld�ng a v�llage on the Wabash, not for
themselves (as �t turned out), but for a theater of the great �nf�del
exper�ment. Rev. Aaron W�ll�ams, D.D., the h�stor�an to whom we are
�ndebted for the facts of the above sketch, thus descr�bes the
negot�at�ons and the transfer:

"The Harmon�sts, when they began to th�nk of return�ng to
Pennsylvan�a, employed a certa�n R�chard Flower, an Engl�shman,
and a prom�nent member of an Engl�sh settlement �n the�r v�c�n�ty, to
negot�ate for a sale of the�r real estate, offer�ng h�m f�ve thousand
dollars to f�nd a purchaser. Flower went to England for th�s purpose,
and hear�ng of Robert Owen's Commun�ty at New Lanark, he sought
h�m out and succeeded �n sell�ng to h�m the town of Harmony, w�th
all �ts houses, m�lls, factor�es and th�rty thousand acres of land, for
one hundred and f�fty thousand dollars. Th�s was an �mmense
sacr�f�ce; but they were determ�ned to leave the country, and they
subm�tted to the loss. Hav�ng �n the meant�me made a purchase of
the�r present lands �n Pennsylvan�a, on the Oh�o r�ver, they bu�lt a
steamboat and removed �n detachments to the�r new and f�nal place
of settlement."

Thus Owen, the f�rst exper�menter �n non-rel�g�ous Assoc�at�on,
had substant�ally the ready-made mater�al cond�t�ons wh�ch Four�er
and h�s followers cons�dered �nd�spensable to success.

We proceed now to g�ve a sketch of the Owen exper�ment ch�efly
�n Macdonald's words. When our own language occurs �t �s generally
a condensat�on of h�s.

OWEN'S NEW HARMONY.
"Robert Owen came to the Un�ted States �n December 1824, to

complete the purchase of the settlement at Harmony. Mr. Rapp had
sent an agent to England to d�spose of the property, and Mr. Owen
fell �n w�th h�m there. In the spr�ng of 1825 Mr. Owen closed the
barga�n. The property cons�sted of about 30,000 acres of land;



nearly 3,000 acres under cult�vat�on by the soc�ety; 19 detached
farms; 600 acres of �mproved land occup�ed by tenants; some f�ne
orchards; e�ghteen acres of full-bear�ng v�nes; and the v�llage, wh�ch
was a regularly la�d out town, w�th streets runn�ng at r�ght angles to
each other, and a publ�c square, around wh�ch were large br�ck
ed�f�ces, bu�lt by the Rapp�tes for churches, schools, and other publ�c
purposes."

We can form some �dea of the s�ze of the v�llage from the fact
wh�ch we learn from Mr. W�ll�ams, that the Rapp�tes, wh�le at
Harmony, numbered one thousand souls. It does not appear from
Macdonald's account that Owen and h�s Commun�ty made any
�mportant add�t�ons to the v�llage.

"On the departure of the Rapp�tes, persons favorable to Mr.
Owen's v�ews came flock�ng to New Harmony (as �t was thenceforth
called) from all parts of the country. T�d�ngs of the new soc�al
exper�ment spread far and w�de; and, although �t has been den�ed,
yet �t �s undoubtedly true, that Mr. Owen �n h�s publ�c lectures �nv�ted
the '�ndustr�ous and well d�sposed of all nat�ons' to em�grate to New
Harmony. The consequence was, that �n the short space of s�x
weeks from the commencement of the exper�ment, a populat�on of
e�ght hundred persons was drawn together, and �n October 1825, the
number had �ncreased to n�ne hundred."

As to the character of th�s populat�on, Macdonald �ns�sts that �t was
"as good as �t could be under the c�rcumstances," and he g�ves the
names of "many �ntell�gent and benevolent �nd�v�duals who were at
var�ous t�mes res�dents at New Harmony." But he adm�ts that there
were some "black sheep" �n the flock. "It �s certa�n," he says, "that
there was a proport�on of needy and �dle persons, who crowded �n to
ava�l themselves of Mr. Owen's l�beral offer; and that they d�d the�r
share of work more �n the l�ne of destruct�on than construct�on."

Const�tut�on No. 1.
On the 27th of Apr�l 1825, Mr. Owen �nst�tuted a sort of prov�s�onal

government. In an address to the people �n New Harmony Hall, he



�nformed them, "that he had bought that property, and had come
there to �ntroduce the pract�ce of the new v�ews; but he showed them
the �mposs�b�l�ty that persons educated as they were, should change
at once from an �rrat�onal to a rat�onal system of soc�ety, and the
necess�ty for a 'half-way house,' �n wh�ch to be prepared for the new
system." Whereupon he tendered them a Const�tut�on, of wh�ch we
f�nd no def�n�te account, except that �t was not fully Commun�st�c,
and was to hold the people �n probat�onary tra�n�ng three years,
under the t�tle of the Prel�m�nary Soc�ety of New Harmony. "After
these proceed�ngs Mr. Owen left New Harmony for Europe, and the
Soc�ety was managed by the Prel�m�nary Comm�ttee.(!)" We may
�mag�ne, each one for h�mself, what the n�ne hundred d�d wh�le Mr.
Owen was away. Macdonald comp�led from the New Harmony
Gazette a very rap�d but ev�dently defect�ve account of the state of
th�ngs �n th�s �mportant �nterval. He says noth�ng about the work on
the 30,000 acres, but speaks of var�ous m�nor bus�nesses as "do�ng
well." The only manufactures that appear to have "exceeded
consumpt�on" were those of soap and glue. A respectable
apothecary "d�spensed med�c�nes w�thout charge," and "the store
suppl�ed the �nhab�tants w�th all necessar�es"—probably at Mr.
Owen's expense. Educat�on was cons�dered "publ�c property," and
one hundred and th�rty ch�ldren were schooled, boarded and clothed
from the publ�c funds—probably at Mr. Owen's expense.
Amusements flour�shed. The Soc�ety had a band of mus�c; Tuesday
even�ngs were appropr�ated to balls; Fr�day even�ngs to concerts—
both �n the old Rapp�te church. There was no prov�s�on for rel�g�ous
worsh�p. F�ve m�l�tary compan�es, "cons�st�ng of �nfantry, art�llery,
r�flemen, veterans and fus�leers," d�d duty from t�me to t�me on the
publ�c square.

Const�tut�on No. 2.
"Mr. Owen returned to New Harmony on the 12th of January,

1826, and soon after the members of the Prel�m�nary Soc�ety held a
convent�on, and adopted a const�tut�on of a Commun�ty, ent�tled The
New Harmony Commun�ty of Equal�ty. Thus �n less than a year,
�nstead of three years as Mr. Owen had proposed, the 'half-way



house' came to an end, and actual Commun�sm commenced. A few
of the members, who, on account of a d�fference of op�n�ons, d�d not
s�gn the new const�tut�on, formed a second Commun�ty on the New
Harmony estate about two m�les from the town, �n fr�endly
connect�on w�th the f�rst."

The new government �nst�tuted by Mr. Owen, was to be �n the
hands of an Execut�ve Counc�l, subject at all t�mes to the d�rect�on of
the Commun�ty; and s�x gentlemen were appo�nted to th�s funct�on.
But Macdonald says: "D�ff�cult�es ensued �n organ�z�ng the new
Commun�ty. It appears that the plan of government by execut�ve
counc�l would not work, and that the members were unan�mous �n
call�ng upon Mr. Owen to take the sole management, judg�ng from
h�s exper�ence that he was the only man who could do so. Th�s call
Mr. Owen accepted, and we learn that soon after general sat�sfact�on
and �nd�v�dual contentment took the place of suspense and
uncerta�nty."

Th�s was �n fact the �naugurat�on of

Const�tut�on No. 3.
"In March the Gazette says that under the �ndefat�gable attent�on

of Mr. Owen, order had been �ntroduced �nto every department of
bus�ness, and the farm presented a scene of act�ve and steady
�ndustry. The Soc�ety was rap�dly becom�ng a Commun�ty of Equal�ty.
The streets no longer exh�b�ted groups of �dle talkers, but each one
was bus�ly engaged �n the occupat�on he had chosen. The publ�c
meet�ngs, �nstead of be�ng the arenas for contend�ng orators, were
changed �nto meet�ngs of bus�ness, where consultat�ons were held
and measures adopted for the comfort of all the members of the
Commun�ty.

"In Apr�l there was a d�sturbance �n the v�llage on account of
negot�at�ons that were go�ng on for secur�ng the estate as pr�vate
property. Some persons attempted to d�v�de the town �nto several
soc�et�es. Mr. Owen would not agree to th�s, and as he had the
power, he made a select�on, and by solemn exam�nat�on const�tuted



a nucleus of twenty-f�ve men, wh�ch nucleus was to adm�t members,
Mr. Owen reserv�ng the power to veto every one adm�tted. There
were to be three grades of members, v�z., cond�t�onal members,
probat�onary members, and persons on tr�al. (?) The Commun�ty was
to be under the d�rect�on of Mr. Owen, unt�l two-th�rds of the
members should th�nk f�t to govern themselves, prov�ded the t�me
was not less than twelve months."

Th�s may be called,

Const�tut�on No. 4.
In May a th�rd Commun�ty had been formed; and the populat�on

was d�v�ded between No. 1, wh�ch was Mr. Owen's Commun�ty, No.
2, wh�ch was called Maclur�a, and No. 3, wh�ch was called Fe�ba
Peven—a name des�gnat�ng �n some myster�ous way the lat�tude
and long�tude of New Harmony.

"May 27. The �mm�grat�on cont�nued so stead�ly, that �t became
necessary for the Commun�ty to �nform the fr�ends of the new v�ews
that the accommodat�ons were �nadequate, and call upon them by
advert�sement not to come unt�l further not�ce."

Const�tut�on No. 5.
"May 30. In consequence of a var�ety of troubles and

d�sagreements, ch�efly relat�ng to the d�sposal of the property, a
great meet�ng of the whole populat�on was held, and �t was dec�ded
to form four separate soc�et�es, each s�gn�ng �ts own contract for
such part of the property as �t should purchase, and each manag�ng
�ts own affa�rs; but to trade w�th each other by paper money."

Mr. Owen was now beg�nn�ng to make sharp barga�ns w�th the
�ndependent Commun�t�es. Macdonald says, "He had lost money,
and no doubt he tr�ed to rega�n some of �t, and used such means as
he thought would prevent further loss."

On the 4th of July Mr. Owen del�vered h�s celebrated Declarat�on
of Mental Independence, from wh�ch we g�ve the follow�ng spec�men:



"I now declare to you and to the world, that Man, up to th�s hour,
has been �n all parts of the earth a slave to a Tr�n�ty of the most
monstrous ev�ls that could be comb�ned to �nfl�ct mental and phys�cal
ev�l upon h�s whole race. I refer to Pr�vate or Ind�v�dual Property,
Absurd and Irrat�onal systems of Rel�g�on, and Marr�age founded on
Ind�v�dual Property, comb�ned w�th some of these Irrat�onal systems
of Rel�g�on."

"August 20. After Mr. Owen had g�ven h�s usual address, �t was
unan�mously agreed by the meet�ng that the ent�re populat�on of New
Harmony should meet three t�mes a week �n the Hall, for the purpose
of be�ng educated together. Th�s pract�ce was cont�nued about s�x
weeks, when Mr. Owen became s�ck and �t was d�scont�nued."

Const�tut�on No. 6.
"August 25. The people held a meet�ng at wh�ch they abol�shed all

off�cers then ex�st�ng, and appo�nted three men as d�ctators."

Const�tut�on No. 7.
"Sept. 17. A large meet�ng of all the Soc�et�es and the whole

populat�on of the town took place at the Hall, for the purpose of
cons�der�ng a plan for the 'amel�orat�on of the Soc�ety, to �mprove the
cond�t�on of the people, and make them more contented.' A message
was rece�ved from Mr. Owen propos�ng to form a Commun�ty w�th as
many as would jo�n h�m, and put �n all the�r property, save what m�ght
be thought necessary to reserve to help the�r fr�ends; the
government to cons�st of Robert Owen and four others of h�s cho�ce,
to be appo�nted by h�m every year; and not to be altered for f�ve
years. Th�s movement of course null�f�ed all prev�ous organ�zat�ons.
D�sagreements and jealous�es ensued, and, as was the case on a
former change be�ng made, many persons left New Harmony.

"Nov. 1. The Gazette says: 'E�ghteen months exper�ence has
proved to us, that the requ�s�te qual�f�cat�ons for a permanent
member of the Commun�ty of Common Property are, 1, Honesty of
purpose; 2, Temperance; 3, Industry; 4, Carefulness; 5, Cleanl�ness;



6, Des�re for knowledge; 7, A conv�ct�on of the fact that the character
of man �s formed for, and not by, h�mself.'

"Nov. 8. Many persons leav�ng. The Gazette shows how
�mposs�ble �t �s for a Commun�ty of common property to ex�st, unless
the members compr�s�ng �t have acqu�red the genu�ne Commun�ty
character.

"Nov. 11. Mr. Owen rev�ewed the last s�x months' progress of the
Commun�ty �n a favorable l�ght.

"In December the use of ardent sp�r�ts was abol�shed.
"Jan. 1827. Although there was an appearance of �ncreased order

and happ�ness, yet matters were draw�ng to a close. Owen was
sell�ng property to �nd�v�duals; the greater part of the town was now
resolved �nto �nd�v�dual lots; a grocery was establ�shed oppos�te the
tavern; pa�nted s�gn-boards began to be stuck up on the bu�ld�ngs,
po�nt�ng out places of manufacture and trade; a sort of wax-f�gure-
and-puppet-show was opened at one end of the board�ng-house;
and every th�ng was gett�ng �nto the old style."

It �s useless to follow th�s wreck further. Everybody sees �t must go
down, and why �t must go down. It �s l�ke a great sh�p, wallow�ng
helpless �n the trough of a tempestuous sea, w�th n�ne hundred
passengers, and no capta�n or organ�zed crew! We sk�p to
Macdonald's p�cture of the end.

"June 18, 1827. The Gazette advert�sed that Mr. Owen would
meet the �nhab�tants of New Harmony and the ne�ghborhood on the
follow�ng Sunday, to b�d them farewell. I f�nd no account of th�s
meet�ng, nor �ndeed of any further movements of Mr. Owen �n the
Gazette. After h�s departure the major�ty of the populat�on also
removed and scattered about the country. Those who rema�ned
returned to �nd�v�dual�sm, and settled as farmers and mechan�cs �n
the ord�nary way. One port�on of the estate was owned by Mr. Owen,
and the other by Mr. Maclure. They sold, rented, or gave away the
houses and lands, and the�r he�rs and ass�gns have cont�nued to do
so to the present day."



F�fteen years after the catastrophe Macdonald was at New
Harmony, among the rema�ns of the old Commun�ty populat�on, and
he says: "I was caut�oned not to speak of Soc�al�sm, as the subject
was unpopular. The adv�ce was good; Soc�al�sm was unpopular, and
w�th good reason. The people had been wear�ed and d�sappo�nted
by �t; had been f�lled full w�th theor�es, unt�l they were nauseated, and
had made such m�serable attempts at pract�ce, that they seemed
ashamed of what they had been do�ng. An enthus�ast�c soc�al�st
would soon be cooled down at New Harmony."

The strength of the react�on aga�nst Commun�sm caused by
Owen's fa�lure, may be seen to th�s day �n the sect devoted to
"Ind�v�dual Sovere�gnty." Jos�ah Warren, the leader of that sect, was
a member of Owen's Commun�ty, and a w�tness of �ts confus�ons and
downfall; from wh�ch he swung off �nto the extreme of ant�-
Commun�sm. The v�llage of "Modern T�mes," where all forms of
soc�al organ�zat�on were scouted as unsc�ent�f�c, was the electr�c
negat�ve of New Harmony.

Macdonald thus moral�zes over h�s master's fa�lure:
"Mr. Owen sa�d he wanted honesty of purpose, and he got

d�shonesty. He wanted temperance, and �nstead, he was cont�nually
troubled w�th the �ntemperate. He wanted �ndustry, and he found
�dleness. He wanted cleanl�ness, and found d�rt. He wanted
carefulness, and found waste. He wanted to f�nd des�re for
knowledge, but he found apathy. He wanted the pr�nc�ples of the
format�on of character understood, and he found them
m�sunderstood. He wanted these good qual�t�es comb�ned �n one
and all the �nd�v�duals of the Commun�ty, but he could not f�nd them;
ne�ther could he f�nd those who were self-sacr�f�c�ng and endur�ng
enough, to prepare and educate the�r ch�ldren to possess these
qual�t�es. Thus �t was proved that h�s pr�nc�ples were e�ther ent�rely
erroneous, or much �n advance of the age �n wh�ch he promulgated
them. He seems to have forgotten, that �f one and all the thousand
persons assembled there, had possessed the qual�t�es wh�ch he
w�shed them to possess, there would have been no necess�ty for h�s
va�n exert�ons to form a Commun�ty; because there would of
necess�ty be brotherly love, char�ty, �ndustry and plenty. We want no



more than these; and �f th�s �s the mater�al to form Commun�t�es of,
and we can not f�nd �t, we can not form Commun�t�es; and �f we can
not f�nd parents who are ready and w�ll�ng to educate the�r ch�ldren,
to g�ve them these qual�t�es for a Commun�ty l�fe, then what hope �s
there of Commun�sm �n the future?"

Almost the only redeem�ng feature �n or near th�s whole scene of
confus�on—wh�ch m�ght well be called New D�scord �nstead of New
Harmony—was the s�lent retreat of the Rapp�te thousand, wh�ch was
so orderly that �t almost escaped ment�on. Remember�ng the�r
obscure ach�evements and the�r pers�stent success, we can st�ll be
sure that the �dea of Owen and h�s thousand was not a delus�on, but
an �nsp�rat�on, that only needed w�ser hearts, to become a happy
real�ty.

CHAPTER V.

INQUEST ON NEW HARMONY.ToC

The only laudable object any one can have �n rehears�ng and
study�ng the h�stor�es of the soc�al�st�c fa�lures, �s that of learn�ng
from them pract�cal lessons for gu�dance �n present and future
exper�ments. W�th th�s �n v�ew, the great exper�ment at New
Harmony �s well worth fa�thful cons�derat�on. It was, as we have sa�d,
the f�rst and most notable of the ent�re ser�es of non-rel�g�ous
Commun�t�es. It had for �ts antecedent the vast reputat�on that Owen
had ga�ned by h�s success at New Lanark. He came to th�s country
w�th the prest�ge of a reformer who had the conf�dence and



patronage of Lords, Dukes and Sovere�gns �n the old world. H�s
lectures were rece�ved w�th attent�on by large assembl�es �n our
pr�nc�pal c�t�es. At Wash�ngton he was accommodated by the
Speaker and Pres�dent w�th the Hall of Representat�ves, �n wh�ch he
del�vered several lectures before the Pres�dent, the Pres�dent elect,
all the judges of the Supreme Court, and a great number of
members of Congress. He afterwards presented to the Government
an expens�ve and elaborate model, w�th �nter�or and work�ng
draw�ngs, elevat�ons, &c., of one of the magn�f�cent communal
ed�f�ces wh�ch he had projected. He had a large pr�vate fortune, and
drew �nto h�s schemes other cap�tal�sts, so that h�s exper�ment had
the advantage of unl�m�ted wealth. That wealth, as we have seen,
placed at h�s command unl�m�ted land and a ready-made v�llage.
These attract�ons brought h�m men �n unl�m�ted numbers.

How stupendous the revolut�on was that he contemplated as the
result of h�s great gather�ng, �s best seen �n the famous words wh�ch
he uttered �n the publ�c hall at New Harmony on the 4th of July,
1826. We have already quoted from th�s speech a paragraph
(underscored and double-scored by Macdonald) about the awful
Tr�n�ty of man's oppressors—"Pr�vate property, Irrat�onal Rel�g�on,
and Marr�age." In the same ve�n he went on to say:

"For nearly forty years have I been employed, heart and soul, day
by day, almost w�thout ceas�ng, �n prepar�ng the means and
arrang�ng the c�rcumstances, to enable me to g�ve the death-blow to
the tyranny wh�ch, for unnumbered ages, has held the human m�nd
spellbound �n cha�ns of such myster�ous forms that no mortal has
dared approach to set the suffer�ng pr�soner free! Nor has the
fullness of t�me for the accompl�shment of th�s great event, been
completed unt�l w�th�n th�s hour! Such has been the extraord�nary
course of events, that the Declarat�on of Pol�t�cal Independence �n
1776, has produced �ts counterpart, the Declarat�on of Mental
Independence �n 1826; the latter just half a century from the
former. * * *

"In furtherance of our great object we are prepar�ng the means to
br�ng up our ch�ldren w�th �ndustr�ous and useful hab�ts, w�th nat�onal
and of course rat�onal �deas and v�ews, w�th s�ncer�ty �n all the�r



proceed�ngs; and to g�ve them k�nd and affect�onate feel�ngs for each
other, and char�ty, �n the most extens�ve sense of the term, for all
the�r fellow creatures.

"By do�ng th�s, un�t�ng our separate �nterests �nto one, by do�ng
away w�th d�v�ded money transact�ons, by exchang�ng w�th each
other our art�cles of produce on the bas�s of labor for equal labor, by
look�ng forward to apply our surplus wealth to ass�st others to atta�n
s�m�lar advantages, and by the abandonment of the use of sp�r�tous
l�quors, we shall �n a pecul�ar manner promote the object of every
w�se government and all really enl�ghtened men.

"And here we now are, as near perhaps as we can be �n the
center of the Un�ted States, even, as �t were, l�ke the l�ttle gra�n of
mustard seed! But w�th these Great Truths before us, w�th the
pract�ce of the soc�al system, as soon as �t shall be well understood
among us, our pr�nc�ples w�ll, I trust, spread from Commun�ty to
Commun�ty, from State to State, from Cont�nent to Cont�nent, unt�l
th�s system and these truths shall overshadow the whole earth,
shedd�ng fragrance and abundance, �ntell�gence and happ�ness,
upon all the sons of men!"

Such were the antecedents and prom�ses of the New Harmony
exper�ment. The Professor appeared on the stage w�th a splend�d
reputat�on for prev�ous thaumaturgy, w�th all the cruc�bles and
chem�cals around h�m that money could buy, w�th an aud�ence
before h�m that was gap�ng to see the last wonder of sc�ence: but on
apply�ng the flame that was to set all ablaze w�th happ�ness and
glory, behold! the mater�al prepared would not burn, but only
sputtered and smoked; and the curta�n had to come down upon a
scene of confus�on and d�sappo�ntment!

What was the d�ff�culty? Where was the m�stake? These are the
quest�ons that ought to be stud�ed t�ll they are fully answered; for
scores and hundreds of just such exper�ments have been tr�ed s�nce,
w�th the same d�sastrous results; and scores and hundreds w�ll be
tr�ed hereafter, t�ll we go back and hold a fa�thful �nquest, and f�nd a
sure verd�ct, on th�s or�g�nal fa�lure.



Let us hear, then, what has been, or can be sa�d, by all sorts of
judges, on the causes of Owen's fa�lure, and learn what we can.

Macdonald has an �mportant chapter on th�s subject, from wh�ch
we extract the follow�ng:

"There �s no doubt �n my m�nd, that the absence of Robert Owen
�n the f�rst year of the Commun�ty was one of the great causes of �ts
fa�lure; for he was naturally looked up to as the head, and h�s
�nfluence m�ght have kept people together, at least so as to effect
someth�ng s�m�lar to what had been effected at New Lanark. But w�th
a people free as these were from a set rel�g�ous creed, and
cons�st�ng, as they d�d, of all nat�ons and op�n�ons, �t �s doubtful �f
even Mr. Owen, had he cont�nued there all the t�me, could have kept
them permanently together. No compar�son can be made between
that populat�on and the Shakers, Rapp�tes, or Zoar�tes, who are each
of one rel�g�ous fa�th, and, save the Shakers, of one nat�on.

"Mr. Samson, of C�nc�nnat�, was at New Harmony from the
beg�nn�ng to the end of the Commun�ty; he went there on the boat
that took the last of the Rapp�tes away. He says the cause of fa�lure
was a rogue, named Taylor, who �ns�nuated h�mself �nto Mr. Owen's
favor, and afterward sw�ndled and dece�ved h�m �n a var�ety of ways,
among other th�ngs establ�sh�ng a d�st�llery, contrary to Mr. Owen's
w�shes and pr�nc�ples, and �njur�ous to the Commun�ty.

"Owen always held the property. He thought �t would be ten or
twelve years before the Commun�ty would f�ll up; but no sooner had
the Rapp�tes left, than the place was taken possess�on of by
strangers from all parts, wh�le Owen was absent �n England and the
place under the management of a comm�ttee. When Owen returned
and found how th�ngs were go�ng, he deemed �t necessary to m�ke a
change, and not�ces were publ�shed �n all parts, tell�ng people not to
come there, as there were no accommodat�ons for them; yet st�ll
they came, t�ll at last Owen was compelled to have all the log-cab�ns
that harbored them pulled down.

"Taylor and Fauntleroy were Owen's assoc�ates. When Owen
found out Taylor's rascal�ty he resolved to abandon the partnersh�p
w�th h�m, wh�ch Taylor would only agree to upon Owen's g�v�ng h�m a



large tract of land, upon wh�ch he proposed to form a Commun�ty of
h�s own. The agreement was that he should have the land and all
upon �t. So on the n�ght prev�ous to the execut�on of the barga�n, he
had a large quant�ty of cattle and farm �mplements put upon the land,
and he thereby came �nto possess�on of them! Instead of form�ng a
Commun�ty, he bu�lt a d�st�llery, and also set up a tan-yard �n
oppos�t�on to Mr. Owen!"

In the Free Enqu�rer of June 10th, 1829, there �s an art�cle by
Robert Dale Owen on New Lanark and New Harmony, �n wh�ch, after
compar�ng the two places and show�ng the d�fference between them,
he makes the follow�ng remark relat�ve to the exper�ment at New
Harmony: "There was not d�s�nterested �ndustry, there was not
mutual conf�dence, there was not pract�cal exper�ence, there was not
un�son of act�on, because there was not unan�m�ty of counsel: and
these were the po�nts of d�fference and d�ssens�on—the rocks on
wh�ch the soc�al bark struck and was wrecked."

A letter �n the New Harmony Gazette, of January 31, 1827,
compla�ns of the "slow progress of educat�on �n the Commun�ty—the
heavy labor, and no recompense but cold water and �nfer�or
prov�s�ons."

Paul Brown, who wrote a book ent�tled "Twelve months at New
Harmony," among h�s many compla�nts says, "There was no such
th�ng as real general common stock brought �nto be�ng �n th�s place."
He attr�butes all the troubles, to the anx�ety about "exclus�ve
property," pr�nc�pally on the part of Owen and h�s assoc�ates.
Speak�ng of one of the secondary Soc�et�es, he says there were
"class d�st�nct�ons" �n �t; and Maclur�a or the School Soc�ety he
condemns as be�ng most ar�stocrat�cal, "�ts few projectors be�ng
extremely wealthy."

In the New Moral World of October 12, 1839, there �s an art�cle on
New Harmony, �n wh�ch �t �s asserted that Mr. Owen was �nduced to
purchase that place on the understand�ng that the Rapp�te
populat�on then res�d�ng there would rema�n, unt�l he had gradually
�ntroduced other persons to acqu�re from them the systemat�c and
orderly hab�ts, as well as pract�cal knowledge, wh�ch they had ga�ned



by many years of pract�ce. But by the removal of Rapp and h�s
followers, Mr. Owen was left w�th all the property on h�s hands, and
he was thus compelled to get persons to come there to prevent
th�ngs from go�ng to ru�n.

Mr. Jos�ah Warren, �n h�s "Pract�cal Deta�ls of Equ�table
Commerce," says: "Let us bear �n m�nd that dur�ng the great
exper�ments �n New Harmony �n 1825 and 1826, every th�ng went
del�ghtfully on, except pecun�ary affa�rs! We should, no doubt, have
succeeded but for property cons�derat�ons. But then the exper�ments
never would have been commenced but for property cons�derat�ons.
It was to ann�h�late soc�al antagon�sm by a system of common
property, that we undertook the exper�ments at all."

Mr. Sargant, the Engl�sh b�ographer of Owen, �nt�mates several
t�mes that rel�g�on was the f�rst subject of d�scord at New Harmony.
H�s own op�n�on of the cause of the catastrophe, he g�ves �n the
follow�ng words:

"What were the causes of these fa�lures? People w�ll g�ve d�fferent
answers, accord�ng to the general sent�ments they enterta�n. For
myself I should say, that such exper�ments must fa�l, because �t �s
�mposs�ble to mould to Commun�sm the characters of men and
women, formed by the present doctr�nes and pract�ces of the world
to �ntense �nd�v�dual�sm. I should �ndeed go further by stat�ng my
conv�ct�ons, that even w�th persons brought up from ch�ldhood to act
�n common and l�ve �n common, �t would be �mposs�ble to carry out a
Commun�st�c system, unless �n a place utterly removed from contact
w�th the world, or w�th the help of some powerful rel�g�ous conv�ct�on.
Mere benevolence, mere sent�ments of un�versal ph�lanthropy, are
far too weak to b�nd the self-seek�ng affect�ons of men."

John Pratt, a Pos�t�v�st, �n a commun�cat�on to The One�da
C�rcular, contr�butes the follow�ng ph�losoph�cal observat�ons:

"Owen was a Scotch metaphys�c�an of the old school. As such, he
was a most excellent fault-f�nder and d�sorgan�zer. He could perce�ve
and dep�ct the ex�st�ng d�scord, but knew not better than h�s
contemporar�es Shelley and Godw�n, where to f�nd the New
Harmony. L�ke most men of the last generat�on he looked upon



soc�ety as a manufactured product, and not as an organ�sm endued
w�th �mper�shable v�tal�ty and growth. L�ke them he attr�buted all the
ev�ls �t endured to pr�ests and pol�t�c�ans, whose �mmed�ate
ann�h�lat�on would be followed by �mmed�ate, everlast�ng and
un�versal happ�ness. It would be aston�sh�ng �f an exper�ment
�n�t�ated by such a class of th�nkers should succeed under the most
favorable ausp�ces. One word as to mere externals. Owen was a
skept�c by tra�n�ng, and a caut�ous man of bus�ness by nature and
nat�onal�ty. He was professedly an ent�re convert to h�s own
pr�nc�ples; yet set an example of d�strust by hold�ng on to h�s th�rty
thousand acres h�mself. Th�s would do when deal�ng w�th starv�ng
Scotch peasantry, glad of the pr�v�lege of moderately remunerated
labor, good food and cloth�ng. Had he been a benevolent Southern
planter he would have succeeded adm�rably w�th negro slaves, who
would have been only too happy to accept any 'Pr�nc�ples.' He had to
do w�th people who had �nd�v�dual hopes and asp�rat�ons. The
�nternal aff�n�t�es of Owen's Commune were too weak to res�st the
attract�ons of the outer world. Had he brought h�s New Lanark
d�sc�ples to New Harmony, the result would not have been d�fferent.
Removed from the mechan�cal pressure of despa�r and want, h�s
weakly cohered elements would qu�ckly have crumbled away."

Our chapter on New Harmony was subm�tted, soon after �t was
wr�tten, to an even�ng gather�ng of the One�da Commun�ty, for the
purpose of el�c�t�ng d�scuss�ons that m�ght throw l�ght on the fa�lure;
and we take the l�berty here to report some of the observat�ons made
on that occas�on. They have the advantage of com�ng from persons
who have had long exper�ence �n Commun�ty l�fe.

E.H. Ham�lton sa�d—"My adm�rat�on �s exc�ted, to see a man who
was prosper�ng �n bus�ness as Mr. Owen was, turn as�de from the
general dr�ft of the world, toward soc�al �mprovement. I have the
�mpress�on that he was s�ncere. He r�sked h�s money on h�s theor�es
to a certa�n extent. H�s attempt was a noble man�festat�on of
human�ty, so far as �t goes. But he requ�red other people to be what
he was not h�mself. He compla�ns of h�s followers, that they were not
teachable. I do not th�nk he was a teachable man. He got a gl�mpse
of the truth, and of the poss�b�l�t�es of Commun�sm; but he adopted



certa�n �deas as to the way �n wh�ch these results are to be obta�ned,
and �t seems to me, �n regard to those �deas, he was not doc�le. It
must be man�fest to all cand�d m�nds, that all the �mprovement and
c�v�l�zat�on of the present t�me, go along w�th the development of
Chr�st�an�ty; and I am led to wonder why a man w�th the d�scernment
and honesty of Mr. Owen, was not more �mpress�ble to the truth �n
th�s d�rect�on. It seems to me he was as unrecept�ve to the truths of
Chr�st�an�ty, as the people he got together at New Harmony were to
h�s pr�nc�ples. H�s favor�te dogma was that a man's character �s
formed for h�m, and not by h�mself. I suppose we m�ght adm�t, �n a
certa�n sense, that a man's character �s formed for h�m by the grace
of God, or by ev�l sp�r�ts. But the not�on that man �s wholly the
creature of external c�rcumstances, �rrespect�ve of these �nfluences,
seems fool�sh and p�g-headed."

H.J. Seymour.—"I should not object to Owen's doctr�ne of
c�rcumstances, �f he would adm�t that the one great c�rcumstance of
a man's l�fe �s the poss�b�l�ty of f�nd�ng out and do�ng the w�ll of God,
and gett�ng �nto v�tal connect�on w�th h�m."

S.R. Leonard.—"The people Mr. Owen had to deal w�th �n
Scotland were of the serv�le class, employees �n h�s cotton-factor�es,
and were eas�ly managed, compared w�th those he collected here �n
the Un�ted States. When he went to Ind�ana, and undertook to
manage a fam�ly of a thousand democrats, he began to real�ze that
he d�d not understand human nature, or the pr�nc�ples of
Assoc�at�on."

T.R. Noyes.—"The novelty of Owen's �deas and h�s reject�on of all
rel�g�on, prevented h�m from draw�ng �nto h�s scheme the best class
�n th�s country. Probably for every honest man who went to New
Harmony, there were several paras�tes ready to prey on h�m and h�s
enterpr�se, because he offered them an easy l�fe w�thout rel�g�on.
Even �f he m�ght have got on w�th s�mple-m�nded men and women
l�ke h�s Lanark operat�ves, �t was out of the quest�on w�th these
greedy adventurers."

G.W. Ham�lton.—"At the west I met some persons who cla�med to
be d�sc�ples of Owen. From what I saw of them, I should judge �t



would be very d�ff�cult to form a Commun�ty of such mater�al. They
were very strong �n the doctr�ne that every man has a r�ght to h�s
own op�n�on; and decla�med loudly aga�nst the effect of rel�g�on upon
people. They sa�d the common �deas of God and duty operated a
great deal worse upon the characters of men, than southern slavery.
There �s enough �n such not�ons of �ndependence, to break up any
attempt at Commun�sm."

F.W. Sm�th.—"I understand that Owen d�d not educate and appo�nt
men as leaders and fathers, to take care of the soc�ety wh�le he was
cross�ng the ocean back and forth. He undertook to manage h�s own
affa�rs, and at the same t�me to run th�s Commun�ty. Our exper�ence
has shown that �t �s necessary to have a father �n a great fam�ly for
da�ly and almost hourly adv�ce. I should th�nk �t would be doubly
necessary �n such a Commun�ty as Owen collected, to have the
w�sest man always at h�s post."

C.A. Burt.—"There are only two ways of govern�ng such an
�nst�tut�on as a Commun�ty; �t must be done e�ther by law or by
grace. Owen got a company together and abol�shed law, but d�d not
establ�sh grace; and so, necessar�ly fa�led."

L. Bolles.—"The popular �dea �s that Owen and h�s class of
reformers had an �deal that was very beaut�ful and very perfect; that
they had too much fa�th for the�r t�me—too much fa�th �n human�ty;
that they were several hundred years �n advance of the�r age; and
that the world was not good enough to understand them and the�r
beaut�ful �deas. That �s the superf�c�al v�ew of these men. I th�nk the
truth �s, they were not up to the t�mes; that mank�nd, �n po�nt of real
fa�th, were ahead of them. The�r v�ew that the ev�l �n human nature �s
ow�ng to outward surround�ngs, �s an �mpeachment of the prov�dence
of God. It �s the worst k�nd of unbel�ef. But they have taught us one
great lesson; and that �s, that good c�rcumstances do not make good
men. I bel�eve the c�rcumstances of mank�nd are as good as
Prov�dence can make them, cons�stently w�th the�r own state of
development and the well-be�ng of the�r souls. Instead of seek�ng to
sweep away ex�st�ng governments and forms of outward th�ngs, we
should thank God that he has g�ven men �nst�tut�ons as good as they



can bear. We know that he w�ll g�ve them better, as fast as they
�mprove beyond those they have."

J.B. Herr�ck.—"Although the apparent effect of the fa�lure of
Owen's movement was to produce d�scouragement, st�ll below all
that d�scouragement there �s, �n the whole nat�on, generated �n part
by that movement, a hope watch�ng for the morn�ng. We have to
thank Owen for so much, or rather to thank God, for us�ng Owen to
st�mulate the publ�c m�nd and br�ng �t to that state �n wh�ch �t �s able
to rece�ve and keep th�s hope for the future."

C.W. Underwood.—"Owen's exper�ment helped to demonstrate
that there �s no such th�ng as organ�zat�on or un�ty w�thout Chr�st and
rel�g�on. But on the other hand we can see that Owen d�d much
good. The churches were compelled to adopt many of h�s �deas. He
certa�nly was the father of the �nfant-school system; and �t �s my
�mpress�on that he started the reform-schools, houses of refuge, etc.
He gave �mpulse, at any rate, to the present reformatory
movements."

It �s not�ceable, as a coïnc�dence w�th our observat�ons on the lust
for land �n a preced�ng chapter, that Owen succeeded adm�rably �n a
factory, and fa�led m�serably on a farm. Whether h�s 30,000 acres
had anyth�ng to do w�th h�s actual fa�lure or not, they would probably
have been the ru�n of h�s Commun�ty, �f �t had not fa�led from other
causes.

We have reason to bel�eve from many h�nts, that wh�sky had
cons�derable agency �n the demoral�zat�on and destruct�on of New
Harmony. The affa�r of Taylor's d�st�llery �s one s�gn�f�cant fact. Here
�s another from Macdonald:

"I was one day at the tan-yard, where Squ�re B. and some others
were stand�ng, talk�ng around the stove. Dur�ng the conversat�on
Squ�re B. asked us �f he had ever told us how he had served 'old
Owen' �n Commun�ty t�mes. He then �nformed us that he came from



Ill�no�s to New Harmony, and that a man �n Ill�no�s was ow�ng h�m,
and asked h�m to take a barrel of wh�sky for the debt. He could not
well get the money; so took the wh�sky. When �t came to New
Harmony he d�d not know where to put �t, but f�nally h�d �t �n h�s
cellar. Not long after Mr. Owen found that the people st�ll got wh�sky
from some quarter, he could not tell where, though he d�d h�s best to
f�nd out. At last he suspected Squ�re B., and came r�ght �nto h�s shop
and accused h�m of �t; on wh�ch Squ�re B. had to own that �t was he
who reta�led the wh�sky. 'It was taken for a debt,' sa�d he, 'and what
else was I to do to get r�d of �t?' Mr. Owen turned round, and �n h�s
s�mple manner sa�d, 'Ah, I see you do not understand the pr�nc�ples.'
Th�s story was f�n�shed w�th a hearty laugh at 'old Owen.' I could not
laugh, but felt that such men as Squ�re B. really d�d not understand
the pr�nc�ples; and no wonder there are fa�lures, when such men as
he thrust themselves �n, and frustrate benevolent des�gns."

It was too early for a Commun�ty, when th�s country was a "nat�on
of drunkards," as �t was �n 1825.

Owen's method of gett�ng together the mater�al of h�s Commun�ty,
seems to us the most obv�ous external cause of h�s fa�lure. It was
l�ke advert�s�ng for a w�fe; and we never heard of any body's gett�ng
a good w�fe by advert�s�ng. A publ�c �nv�tat�on to "the �ndustr�ous and
well-d�sposed of all nat�ons," to come on and take possess�on of
30,000 acres of land and a ready-made v�llage, leav�ng each one to
judge as to h�s own �ndustry and d�spos�t�on, would �nsure a prompt
gather�ng—and also a speedy scatter�ng.

Th�s method, or someth�ng l�ke �t, has been tr�ed �n most of the
non-rel�g�ous exper�ments. The jo�nt-stock pr�nc�ple, wh�ch many of
them adopted, necessar�ly �nv�tes all who choose to buy stock. That
pr�nc�ple may form organ�zat�ons that are able to carry on the
bus�nesses of banks and ra�lroads after a fash�on; because such
bus�nesses requ�re but l�ttle character, except zeal and ab�l�ty for
money-mak�ng. But a true Commun�ty, or even a sem�-Commun�ty,
l�ke the Four�er Phalanxes, requ�res far h�gher qual�f�cat�ons �n �ts
members and managers.



The soc�al�st�c theor�zers all assume that Assoc�at�on �s a step �n
advance of c�v�l�zat�on. If that �s true, we must assume also that the
most advanced class of c�v�l�zat�on �s that wh�ch must take the step;
and a d�scr�m�nat�on of some sort w�ll be requ�red, to get that class
�nto the work, and shut off the barbar�ans who would h�nder �t.

Judg�ng from all our exper�ence and observat�on, we should say
that the two most essent�al requ�s�tes for the format�on of successful
Commun�t�es, are rel�g�ous pr�nc�ple and prev�ous acqua�ntance of
the members. Both of these were lack�ng �n Owen's exper�ment. The
advert�s�ng method of gather�ng necessar�ly �gnores both.

Owen, �n h�s old age, became a Sp�r�tual�st, and �n the l�ght of h�s
new exper�ence confessed what seems to us the pr�nc�pal cause of
h�s fa�lure. Sargant, h�s b�ographer, referr�ng to chapter and verse �n
h�s wr�t�ngs says:

"He confessed that unt�l he rece�ved the revelat�ons of
Sp�r�tual�sm, he had been qu�te unaware of the necess�ty of good
sp�r�tual cond�t�ons for form�ng the character of men. The phys�cal,
the �ntellectual, the moral, and the pract�cal cond�t�ons, he had
understood, and had known how to prov�de for; but the sp�r�tual he
had overlooked. Yet th�s, as he now saw, was the most �mportant of
all �n the future development of mank�nd."

In the same new l�ght, Owen recogn�zed the pr�nc�pal cause of all
real success. Sargant cont�nues:

"Owen says, that �n look�ng back on h�s past l�fe, he can trace the
f�nger of God d�rect�ng h�s steps, preserv�ng h�s l�fe under �mm�nent
dangers, and �mpell�ng h�m onward on many occas�ons. It was under
the �mmed�ate gu�dance of the Sp�r�t of God, that dur�ng the
�nexper�ence of h�s youth, he accompl�shed much good for the world.
The preservat�on of h�s l�fe from the pecul�ar dangers of ch�ldhood,
was ow�ng to the mon�t�ons of th�s good Sp�r�t. To th�s super�or
�nv�s�ble a�d he owed h�s appo�ntment, at the age of seven years, to
be usher �n a school, before the mon�tor�al system of teach�ng was
thought of. To th�s he must ascr�be h�s m�grat�on from an
�naccess�ble Welsh county to London, and then to Stamford, and h�s
ab�l�ty to ma�nta�n h�mself w�thout ass�stance from h�s fr�ends. So he



goes on recount�ng all the events of h�s l�fe, great and small, and
attr�but�ng them to the ������� ���������� �� G��."

CHAPTER VI.

YELLOW SPRINGS COMMUNITY.ToC

The fame of New Harmony has of course overshadowed and
obscured all other exper�ments that resulted from Owen's labors �n
th�s country. It �s perhaps scarcely known at th�s day that a
Commun�ty almost as br�ll�ant as Brook Farm, was started by h�s
personal efforts at C�nc�nnat�, even before he commenced
operat�ons at New Harmony. The follow�ng sketch, cl�pped by
Macdonald from some old newspaper (the name and date of wh�ch
are m�ss�ng), �s not only pleasant read�ng, but bears �nternal marks
of pa�nstak�ng and truthfulness. It �s a model memo�r of the l�fe and
death of a non-rel�g�ous Commun�ty; and would serve for many
others, by chang�ng a few names, as m�n�sters do when they re-
preach old funeral sermons. The moral at the close, �nferr�ng the
�mpract�cab�l�ty of Commun�sm, may probably be accepted as sound,
�f restr�cted to non-rel�g�ous exper�ments. The general career of
Owen �s sketched correctly and �n rather a masterly manner: and the
�nterest�ng fact �s brought to l�ght, that the beg�nn�ng of the Owen
movement �n th�s country was s�gnal�zed by a conjunct�on w�th
Swedenborg�an�sm. The s�gn�f�cance of th�s fact w�ll appear more
fully, when we come to the h�story of the marr�age between
Four�er�sm and Swedenborg�an�sm, wh�ch afterwards took place at
Brook Farm.



MEMOIR.
"The narrat�ve here presented," says the unknown wr�ter, "was

prepared at the request of a m�n�ster who had looked �n va�n for any
account of the Commun�t�es establ�shed by Robert Owen �n th�s
country. It �s s�mply what �t pretends to be, rem�n�scences by one
who, wh�le a youth, res�ded w�th h�s parents as a member of the
Commun�ty at Yellow Spr�ngs. For some years together s�nce h�s
manhood, he has been assoc�ated w�th several of the lead�ng men of
that exper�ment, and has through them been �nformed �n relat�on to
both �ts outer and �nner h�story. The art�cle may conta�n some errors,
as of dates and other matters un�mportant to a just v�ew of the
Commun�ty; but the soc�al p�cture w�ll be correct. W�th the hope that
�t may convey a useful lesson, �t �s subm�tted to the reader.

"Robert Owen, the projector of the Commun�t�es at Yellow Spr�ngs,
Oh�o, and New Harmony, Ind�ana, was the owner of extens�ve
manufactor�es at New Lanark, Scotland. He was a man of
cons�derable learn�ng, much observat�on, and full of the love of h�s
fellow men; though a d�sbel�ever �n Chr�st�an�ty. H�s skept�cal v�ews
concern�ng the B�ble were fully announced �n the celebrated debate
at C�nc�nnat� between h�mself and Dr. Alexander Campbell. But
whatever may have been h�s fa�th, he proved h�s ph�lanthropy by a
long l�fe of benef�cent works. At h�s manufactor�es �n Scotland he
establ�shed a system based on commun�ty of labor, wh�ch was
crowned w�th the happ�est effects. But �t should be remembered that
Owen h�mself was the owner of the works and controlled all th�ngs
by a s�ngle m�nd. The system, therefore, was only a benef�cent
scheme of government by a manufacturer, for the good of h�mself
and h�s operat�ves.

"Full of zeal for the �mprovement of soc�ety, Owen conce�ved that
he had d�scovered the cause of most of �ts ev�ls �n the laws of meum
et tuum; and that a state of soc�ety where there �s noth�ng m�ne or
th�ne, would be a parad�se begun. He brooded upon the �dea of a
Commun�ty of property, and connected �t w�th schemes for the
�mprovement of soc�ety, unt�l he was ready to sacr�f�ce h�s own



property and devote h�s heart and h�s l�fe to h�s fellow men upon th�s
bas�s. Too d�screet to �naugurate the new system among the poorer
classes of h�s own country, whom he found perverted by prejud�ce
and warped by the art�f�c�al forms of soc�ety there, he resolved to
proceed to the Un�ted States, and among the comparat�vely
unperverted people, l�beral �nst�tut�ons and cheap lands of the West,
to establ�sh Commun�t�es, founded upon common property, soc�al
equal�ty, and the equal value of every man's labor.

"About the year 1824 Owen arr�ved �n C�nc�nnat�. He brought w�th
h�m a h�story of h�s labors at New Lanark; w�th glow�ng and not
unjust accounts of the benef�cent effects of h�s efforts there. He
exh�b�ted plans for h�s proposed Commun�t�es here; w�th model
farms, gardens, v�neyards, play-grounds, orchards, and all the
�nternal and external appl�ances of the soc�al parad�se. At C�nc�nnat�
he soon found many congen�al sp�r�ts, among the f�rst of whom was
Dan�el Roe, m�n�ster of the "New Jerusalem Church," a soc�ety of the
followers of Swedenborg. Th�s soc�ety was composed of a very
super�or class of people. They were �ntell�gent, l�beral, generous,
cult�vated men and women—many of them wealthy and h�ghly
educated. They were apparently the best poss�ble mater�al to
organ�ze and susta�n a Commun�ty, such as Owen proposed. Mr.
Roe and many of h�s congregat�on became fasc�nated w�th Owen
and h�s Commun�sm; and together w�th others �n the c�ty and
elsewhere, soon organ�zed a Commun�ty and furn�shed the means
for purchas�ng an appropr�ate s�te for �ts locat�on. In the meant�me
Owen proceeded to Harmony, and, w�th others, purchased that
place, w�th all �ts bu�ld�ngs, v�neyards, and lands, from Rapp, who
em�grated to Pennsylvan�a and establ�shed h�s people at Economy. It
w�ll only be added of Owen, that after hav�ng seen the New
Harmon�ans fa�rly establ�shed, he returned to Scotland.

"After careful consultat�on and select�on, �t was dec�ded by the
C�nc�nnat� Commun�ty to purchase a doma�n at Yellow Spr�ngs,
about seventy-f�ve m�les north of the c�ty, [now the s�te of Ant�och
College] as the most el�g�ble place for the�r purpose. It was really one
of the most del�ghtful reg�ons �n the whole West, and well worthy the
res�dence of a people who had resolved to make many sacr�f�ces for



what they honestly bel�eved to be a great soc�al and moral
reformat�on.

"The Commun�ty, as f�nally organ�zed cons�sted of seventy-f�ve or
one hundred fam�l�es; and �ncluded profess�onal men, teachers,
merchants, mechan�cs, farmers, and a few common laborers. Its
economy was nearly as follows:

"The property was held �n trust forever, �n behalf of the members
of the Commun�ty, by the or�g�nal purchasers, and the�r chosen
successors, to be des�gnated from t�me to t�me by the vo�ce of the
Commun�ty. All add�t�onal property thereafter to be acqu�red, by
labor, purchase, or otherw�se, was to be added to the common stock,
for the benef�t of each and all. Schools were to be establ�shed, to
teach all th�ngs useful (except rel�g�on). Op�n�on upon all subjects
was free; and the present good of the whole Commun�ty was the
standard of morals. The Sabbath was a day of rest and recreat�on, to
be �mproved by walks, r�des, plays, and pleas�ng exerc�ses; and by
publ�c lectures. Danc�ng was �nst�tuted as a most valuable means of
phys�cal and soc�al culture; and the ten-p�n alley and other sources
of amusement were open to all.

"But although Chr�st�an�ty was wholly �gnored �n the system, there
was no free-love�sm or other looseness of morals allowed. In short,
th�s Commun�ty began �ts career under the most favorable ausp�ces;
and �f any men and women �n the world could have succeeded,
these should have done so. How they d�d succeed, and how they d�d
not, w�ll now be shown.

"For the f�rst few weeks, all entered �nto the new system w�th a w�ll.
Serv�ce was the order of the day. Men who seldom or never before
labored w�th the�r hands, devoted themselves to agr�culture and the
mechan�c arts, w�th a zeal wh�ch was at least commendable, though
not always accord�ng to knowledge. M�n�sters of the gospel gu�ded
the plough; called the sw�ne to the�r corn, �nstead of s�nners to
repentance; and let pat�ence have her perfect work over an unruly
yoke of oxen. Merchants exchanged the yard-st�ck for the rake or
p�tch-fork. All appeared to labor cheerfully for the common weal.
Among the women there was even more apparent self-sacr�f�ce.



Lad�es who had seldom seen the �ns�de of the�r own k�tchens, went
�nto that of the common eat�ng-house (formerly a hotel), and made
themselves useful among pots and kettles: and ref�ned young lad�es,
who had all the�r l�ves been wa�ted upon, took the�r turns �n wa�t�ng
upon others at the table. And several t�mes a week all part�es who
chose m�ngled �n the soc�al dance, �n the great d�n�ng-hall."

But notw�thstand�ng the apparent heart�ness and cord�al�ty of th�s
ausp�c�ous open�ng, �t was �n the soc�al atmosphere of the
Commun�ty that the f�rst cloud arose. Self-love was a sp�r�t wh�ch
would not be exorc�sed. It wh�spered to the lowly ma�dens, whose
former pos�t�on �n soc�ety had cult�vated the sp�r�t of meekness
—"You are as good as the formerly r�ch and fortunate; �ns�st upon
your equal�ty." It rem�nded the favor�tes of former soc�ety of the�r lost
super�or�ty; and �n sp�te of all rules, t�nctured the�r words and act�ons
w�th the love of self. S�m�lar thoughts and feel�ngs soon arose among
the men; and though not so soon exh�b�ted, they were none the less
deep and strong. It �s unnecessary to descend to deta�ls: suff�ce �t to
say, that at the end of three months—three months!—the lead�ng
m�nds �n the Commun�ty were compelled to acknowledge to each
other that the soc�al l�fe of the Commun�ty could not be bounded by a
s�ngle c�rcle. They therefore acqu�esced, but reluctantly, �n �ts
d�v�s�on �nto many l�ttle c�rcles. St�ll they hoped and many of them no
doubt bel�eved, that though soc�al equal�ty was a fa�lure, commun�ty
of property was not. But whether the law of m�ne and th�ne �s natural
or �nc�dental �n human character, �t soon began to develop �ts sway.
The �ndustr�ous, the sk�llful and the strong, saw the products of the�r
labor enjoyed by the �ndolent, the unsk�lled, and the �mprov�dent; and
self-love rose aga�nst benevolence. A band of mus�c�ans �ns�sted
that the�r brassy harmony was as necessary to the common
happ�ness as bread and meat; and decl�ned to enter the harvest f�eld
or the work-shop. A lecturer upon natural sc�ence �ns�sted upon
talk�ng only, wh�le others worked. Mechan�cs, whose day's labor
brought two dollars �nto the common stock, �ns�sted that they should,
�n just�ce, work only half as long as the agr�cultur�st, whose day's
work brought but one.



"For a wh�le, of course, these jealous�es were only felt; but they
soon began to be spoken also. It was useless to rem�nd all part�es
that the common labor of all m�n�stered to the prosper�ty of the
Commun�ty. Ind�v�dual happ�ness was the law of nature, and �t could
not be obl�terated; and before a s�ngle year had passed, th�s law had
scattered the members of that soc�ety, wh�ch had come together so
earnestly and under such favorable c�rcumstances, back �nto the
self�sh world from wh�ch they came.

"The wr�ter of th�s sketch has s�nce heard the h�story of that
eventful year rev�ewed w�th honesty and earnestness by the best
men and most �ntell�gent part�es of that unfortunate soc�al
exper�ment. They adm�tted the favorable c�rcumstances wh�ch
surrounded �ts commencement; the �ntell�gence, devot�on, and
earnestness wh�ch were brought to the cause by �ts projectors; and
�ts f�nal, total fa�lure. And they rested ever after �n the bel�ef that man,
though d�sposed to ph�lanthropy, �s essent�ally self�sh; and that a
commun�ty of soc�al equal�ty and common property �s �mposs�ble."

CHAPTER VII.

NASHOBA.ToC

Macdonald erects a magn�loquent monument over the rema�ns of
Nashoba, the exper�ment of Frances Wr�ght. Th�s woman, l�ttle
known to the present generat�on, was really the sp�r�tual helpmate
and better-half of the Owens, �n the soc�al�st�c rev�val of 1826. Our
�mpress�on �s, not only that she was the lead�ng woman �n the



commun�st�c movement of that per�od, but that she had a very
�mportant agency �n start�ng two other movements, that have had far
greater success, and are at th�s moment strong �n publ�c favor: v�z.,
Ant�-Slavery and Woman's R�ghts. If just�ce were done, we are
conf�dent her name would f�gure h�gh w�th those of Lundy, Garr�son,
and John Brown on the one hand, and w�th those of Abby Kelly, Lucy
Stone and Anna D�ck�nson on the other. She was �ndeed the p�oneer
of the "strong-m�nded women." We copy the most �mportant parts of
Macdonald's memo�r of Nashoba:

"Th�s exper�ment was made �n Shelby Co., Tennessee, by the
celebrated Frances Wr�ght. The objects were, to form a Commun�ty
�n wh�ch the negro slave should be educated and upra�sed to a level
w�th the wh�tes, and thus prepared for freedom; and to set an
example, wh�ch, �f carr�ed out, would eventually abol�sh slavery �n the
Southern States; also to make a home for good and great men and
women of all countr�es, who m�ght there sympath�ze w�th each other
�n the�r love and labor for human�ty. She �nv�ted congen�al m�nds
from every quarter of the globe to un�te w�th her �n the search for
truth and the pursu�t of rat�onal happ�ness. Herself a nat�ve of
Scotland, she became �mbued w�th these ph�lanthrop�c v�ews
through a knowledge of the suffer�ngs of a great port�on of mank�nd
�n many countr�es, and of the cond�t�on of the negro �n the Un�ted
States �n part�cular.

"She traveled extens�vely �n the Southern States, and expla�ned
her v�ews to many of the planters. It was dur�ng these travels that
she v�s�ted the German settlement of Rapp�tes at Harmony, on the
Wabash r�ver, and after exam�n�ng the wonderful �ndustry of that
Commun�ty, she was struck w�th the appropr�ateness of the�r system
of coöperat�on to the carry�ng out of her asp�rat�ons. She also v�s�ted
some of the Shaker establ�shments then ex�st�ng �n the Un�ted
States, but she thought unfavorably of them. She renewed her v�s�ts
of the Rapp�tes, and was present on the occas�on of the�r removal
from Harmony to Economy on the Oh�o, where she cont�nued her
acqua�ntance w�th them, rece�v�ng valuable knowledge from the�r
exper�ence, and, as �t were, w�tness�ng a new v�llage, w�th �ts f�elds,
orchards, gardens, v�neyards, flour�ng-m�lls and manufactor�es, r�se



out of the earth, beneath the hands of some e�ght hundred tra�ned
laborers."

Here �s another �nd�cat�on of the �mportant part the Rapp�tes
played �n the early h�story of Owen�sm. As they cleared the 30,000
acres and bu�lt the v�llage wh�ch was the theatre of Owen's great
exper�ment, so �t �s ev�dent from the above account and from other
h�nts, that the�r Commun�st�c �deas and manner of l�v�ng were
systemat�cally stud�ed by the Owen school, before and after the
purchase of New Harmony. Indeed �t �s more than �nt�mated �n a
passage from the New Moral World quoted �n our 5th chapter, that
Owen depended on the�r ass�stance �n commenc�ng h�s Commun�ty,
and attr�buted h�s fa�lure to the�r premature removal. On the whole
we may conclude that Owen learned all he really knew about
pract�cal Commun�sm, and more than he was able to �m�tate, from
the Rapp�tes. They learned Commun�sm from the New Testament
and the day of Pentecost.

"In the autumn of 1825 [when New Harmony was under full sa�l �n
the absence of Mr. Owen], Frances Wr�ght purchased 2,000 acres of
good and pleasant woodland, ly�ng on both s�des of the Wolf r�ver �n
west Tennessee, about th�rteen m�les above Memph�s. She then
purchased several negro fam�l�es, compr�s�ng f�fteen able hands, and
commenced her pract�cal exper�ment."

Her plan �n br�ef was, to take slaves �n large numbers from t�me to
t�me (e�ther by purchase, or by �nduc�ng benevolent planters to
donate the�r negroes to the �nst�tut�on), and to prepare them for
l�berty by educat�on, g�v�ng them half of what they produced, and
mak�ng them pay the�r way and purchase the�r emanc�pat�on, �f
necessary, by the�r labor. The work�ng of the negroes and the
general management of the Commun�ty was to be �n the hands of
the ph�lanthrop�c and wealthy wh�tes assoc�ated w�th the lady-
founder. The theory was benevolent; but pract�cally the �nst�tut�on
must have been a two-story commonwealth, somewhat l�ke the old
Grec�an States wh�ch founded l�berty on Helot�sm. Or we m�ght
def�ne �t as a Brook Farm plus a negro bas�s. The trouble at Brook
Farm, accord�ng to Hawthorne, was, that the amateurs who took part



�n that 'p�c-n�c,' d�d not l�ke to serve as 'chamberma�ds to the cows.'
Th�s d�ff�culty was prov�ded aga�nst at Nashoba.

"We are �nformed that Frances Wr�ght found �n her new occupat�on
�ntense and ever-�ncreas�ng �nterest. But ere long she was se�zed by
severe and reïterated s�ckness, wh�ch compelled her to make a
voyage to Europe for the recovery of her health. 'Dur�ng her
absence,' says her b�ographer, 'an �ntr�gu�ng �nd�v�dual had
d�sorgan�zed every th�ng on the estate, and effected the removal of
persons of conf�dence. All her ser�ous d�ff�cult�es proceeded from her
wh�te ass�stants, and not from the blacks.'"

In December of the follow�ng year, she made over the Nashoba
estate to a board of trustees, by a deed commenc�ng thus:

"I, Frances Wr�ght, do g�ve the lands after spec�f�ed, to General
Lafayette, W�ll�am Maclure, Robert Owen, Cadwallader Colden,
R�chardson Wh�tby, Robert Jenn�ngs, Robert Dale Owen, George
Flower, Cam�lla Wr�ght, and James R�chardson, to be held by them
and the�r assoc�ates and the�r successors �n perpetual trust for the
benef�t of the negro race."

By another deed she gave the slaves of Nashoba to the before-
ment�oned trustees: and by st�ll another she gave them all her
personal property.

In her appeal to the publ�c �n connect�on w�th th�s transfer, she
expla�ns at length her v�ews of reform, and her reasons for choos�ng
the above-named trustees �nstead of the Emanc�pat�on or
Colon�zat�on Soc�et�es; and �n respect to educat�on says: 'No
d�fference w�ll be made �n the schools between the wh�te ch�ldren
and the ch�ldren of color, whether �n educat�on or any other
advantage.' After further explanat�on of her plans she goes on to
say:

"'It w�ll be seen that th�s establ�shment �s founded on the pr�nc�ple
of commun�ty property and labor: preserv�ng every advantage to
those des�rous, not of accumulat�ng money but of enjoy�ng l�fe and
render�ng serv�ces to the�r fellow-creatures; these fellow-creatures,
that �s, the blacks here adm�tted, requ�t�ng these serv�ces by serv�ces



equal or greater, by f�ll�ng occupat�ons wh�ch the�r hab�ts render
easy, and wh�ch, to the�r gu�des and ass�stants, m�ght be d�ff�cult or
unpleas�ng.' [Here �s the 'negro bas�s.']

"'No l�fe of �dleness, however, �s proposed to the wh�tes. Those
who cannot work must g�ve an equ�valent �n property. Garden�ng or
other cult�vat�on of the so�l, useful trades pract�ced �n the soc�ety or
taught �n the school, the teach�ng of every branch of knowledge,
tend�ng the ch�ldren, and nurs�ng the s�ck, w�ll present a cho�ce of
employment suff�c�ently extens�ve.'"

In the course of another year trouble had come and
D�sorgan�zat�on had begun.

"In March, 1828, the trustees publ�shed a commun�cat�on �n the
Nashoba Gazette, expla�n�ng the d�ff�cult�es they had to contend
w�th, and the causes why the exper�ence of two years had mod�f�ed
the or�g�nal plan of Frances Wr�ght. They show the �mposs�b�l�ty of a
co-operat�ve Commun�ty succeed�ng w�thout the members
compos�ng �t are super�or be�ngs; 'for,' say they, '�f there be
�ntroduced �nto such a soc�ety thoughts of ev�l and unk�ndness,
feel�ngs of �ntolerance and words of d�ssens�on, �t can not prosper.
That wh�ch produces �n the world only common-place jealous�es and
every-day squabbles, �s suff�c�ent to destroy a Commun�ty.'

"The soc�ety has adm�tted some members to labor, and others as
boarders from whom no labor was requ�red; and �n th�s they confess
the�r error, and now propose to adm�t those only who possess the
funds for the�r support.

"The trustees go on to say that 'they des�re to express d�st�nctly
that they have deferred, for the present, the attempt to have a
soc�ety of co-operat�ve labor; and they cla�m for the assoc�at�on only
the t�tle of a Prel�m�nary Soc�al Commun�ty.'

"After descr�b�ng the moral qual�f�cat�ons of members, who may be
adm�tted w�thout regard to color, they propose that each one shall
yearly throw $100 �nto the common fund for board alone, to be pa�d
quarterly �n advance. Each one was also to bu�ld for h�mself or
herself a small br�ck house, w�th p�azza, accord�ng to a regular plan,



and upon a spot of ground selected for the purpose, near the center
or the lands of Nashoba."

Th�s commun�cat�on �s s�gned by Frances Wr�ght, R�chardson
Wh�tby, Cam�lla Wr�ght Wh�tby, and Robert Dale Owen, as res�dent
trustee, and �s dated Feb. 1, 1828.

"It �s probable that success d�d not further attend the exper�ment,
for Franc�s Wr�ght abandoned �t soon after, and �n June follow�ng
removed to New Harmony, where, �n conjunct�on w�th W�ll�am Owen,
she assumed for a short t�me the management of the New Harmony
Gazette, wh�ch then had �ts name altered to the New Harmony and
Nashoba Gazette or Free Enqu�rer.

"Her b�ographer says that she abandoned, though not w�thout a
struggle, the peaceful shades of Nashoba, leav�ng the property �n the
charge of an �nd�v�dual, who was to hold the negroes ready for
removal to Hayt� the year follow�ng. In rel�nqu�sh�ng her exper�ment
�n favor of the race, she held herself equally pledged to the colored
fam�l�es under her charge, to the southern state �n wh�ch she had
been a res�dent c�t�zen, and to the Amer�can commun�ty at large, to
remove her dependents to a country free to the�r color. Th�s she
executed a year after."

Th�s Commun�st�c exper�ment and fa�lure was nearly s�multaneous
w�th that of New Harmony, and was the �mmed�ate antecedent of
Frances Wr�ght's famous lectur�ng-tour. In December 1828 she was
ra�s�ng wh�rlw�nds of exc�tement by her eloquence �n Balt�more,
Ph�ladelph�a and New York; and soon after the New Harmony
Gazette, under the t�tle of The Free Enqu�rer, was removed to the
latter c�ty, where �t was ably ed�ted several years by Frances Wr�ght
and Robert Dale Owen.



CHAPTER VIII.

SEVEN EPITAPHS.ToC

We have passed the most notable monuments of the Owen
epoch, and come now to obscurer graves. Doubtless many of the
l�ttle Commun�t�es that followed New Harmony, and �n a small way
repeated �ts fortunes, were bur�ed w�thout memor�al. We have on
Macdonald's l�st the names of only seven more, and the�r ep�taphs
are for the most part very br�ef. We may as well group them all �n
one chapter, and copy what Macdonald says about them, w�thout
comment.

EPITAPH NO. I. CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY, 1825.
"Located at P�ttsburg, Pennsylvan�a. Founded on the pr�nc�ples of

Robert Owen. Benjam�n Bakewell, Pres�dent; John Snyder,
Treasurer; Magnus M. Murray, Secretary."

EPITAPH NO. II. FRANKLIN COMMUNITY, 1826.
"Located somewhere �n New York. Had a pr�nted Const�tut�on; also

a 'preparatory school.' No further part�culars."

EPITAPH NO. III. BLUE SPRINGS COMMUNITY. 1826-7.
"A gather�ng under the above t�tle, ex�sted for a short t�me near

Bloom�ngton, Ind. It was sa�d [by somebody] to be 'harmon�ous and
prosperous' as late as Jan. 1, 1827; but as I f�nd no trace of �t �n my
researches, �t �s fa�r to conclude that �t �s numbered w�th the dead,
l�ke others of �ts day."

EPITAPH NO. IV. FORRESTVILLE COMMUNITY. (INDIANA.)



"Th�s Soc�ety was formed on the 16th day of December, 1825, of
four fam�l�es cons�st�ng of th�rty-one persons. March 26, 1826, the
const�tut�on was pr�nted. Dur�ng the year the�r number �ncreased to
over s�xty. The bus�ness was transacted by three trustees, to be
elected annually, together w�th a secretary and treasurer. The
pr�nc�ples were purely republ�can. They had no establ�shed rel�g�on,
the const�tut�on only requ�r�ng that all cand�dates should be of good
moral character, sober and �ndustr�ous. They declared that 'a bapt�st,
a method�st, a un�versal�st, a quaker, a calv�n�st, a de�st, or any other
�st, prov�ded he or she �s a genu�ne good moral�st, are equally
pr�v�leged and equally esteemed.' They occup�ed 325 acres of land,
two saw-m�lls, one gr�st-m�ll, a card�ng mach�ne, and a tannery, and
carr�ed on wagon-mak�ng, shoe-mak�ng, blacksm�th�ng, cooper�ng,
agr�culture, &c."

EPITAPH NO. V. HAVERSTRAW COMMUNITY.
"Th�s Soc�ety was formed �n the year 1826 by a Mr. Fay (an

attorney), Jacob Peterson and George Houston of New York, and
Robert L. G�nengs of Ph�ladelph�a. It �s probable that �t or�g�nated �n
consequence of the lectures wh�ch were at that t�me del�vered by
Robert Owen �n th�s country.

"The pr�nc�ples and objects of the Soc�ety, as far as I can learn,
were to better the cond�t�on of themselves and the�r fellowmen,
wh�ch they conce�ved could be done by l�v�ng �n Commun�ty, hav�ng
all th�ngs �n common, g�v�ng equal r�ghts to each, and abol�sh�ng the
terms 'm�ne and th�ne.'

"They �ncreased the�r numbers to e�ghty persons, �nclud�ng women
and ch�ldren, and purchased an estate at Haverstraw, two m�les back
from the Hudson r�ver, on the west s�de, about th�rty m�les above
Mew York. There were 120 acres of wood land, two mans�on houses,
twelve or fourteen out-bu�ld�ngs, one saw-m�ll, and a roll�ng and
spl�tt�ng-m�ll: and the estate had a noble stream of water runn�ng
through �t. The property was owned by a Major Suffrens of
Haverstraw, who demanded $18,000 for �t. On th�s sum $6,000 were
pa�d, and bond and mortgage were g�ven for the rema�nder. To ra�se



the $6,000 and to defray other expenses, Jacob Peterson advanced
$7,000; another �nd�v�dual $300; and others subscr�bed sums as low
as $10. Money, land, and every th�ng else were held as common
stock for the equal benef�t of all the members.

"Among the members, were persons of var�ous trades and
occupat�ons, such as carpenters, cab�net-makers, ta�lors, shoe-
makers and farmers. It was the general op�n�on that the soc�ety, as a
whole, possessed a large amount of �ntell�gence; and both men and
women were of good moral character. I was acqua�nted w�th two or
three persons who were engaged �n th�s enterpr�se, and must say I
never saw more just and honorable old men than they were when I
knew them.

"It appears that they formed a church among themselves, wh�ch
they denom�nated the Church of Reason; and on Sundays they
attended meet�ngs, where lectures were del�vered to them on
Morals, Ph�losophy, Agr�culture and var�ous sc�ent�f�c subjects. They
had no rel�g�ous ceremon�es or art�cles of fa�th.

"They adm�tted members by ballot. The deta�ls of the�r rules and
regulat�ons were never pr�nted. I have reason to bel�eve that they
had an abundance of laws and by-laws; and that they d�sagreed
upon these, as well as upon other matters.

"Wh�le the Commun�ty lasted, they were well suppl�ed w�th the
necessar�es of l�fe, and generally speak�ng the�r c�rcumstances were
by no means �nfer�or to those they had left.

"The spl�tt�ng and roll�ng m�ll was not used, but farm�ng and
mechan�cal operat�ons were carr�ed on; and �t �s supposed (as �n
many other �nstances) that �f the off�cers of the soc�ety had acted
r�ght, the exper�ment would have succeeded; but by some means the
affa�rs soon became d�sorderly, and though so much money had
or�g�nally been ra�sed, and ass�stance was rece�ved from w�thout, yet
the exper�ment came to an end after a struggle of only f�ve months.

"An �nformant asserts that d�shonesty of the managers and want of
good measures were the causes of fa�lure, and expresses h�mself
thus: 'We wanted men and women of sk�llful �ndustry, sober and



honest, w�th a knowledge of themselves, and a d�spos�t�on to
command and be commanded, and not men and women whose sole
occupat�on �s parade and talk.'

"In th�s exper�ment, l�ke many others, several �nd�v�duals suffered
pecun�ary loss. Those who had but a home, left �t for Commun�ty,
and of course were thrown back �n the�r progress. Those who had
money and �nvested there, lost �t. Jacob Peterson, of New York, who
advanced $7,000, never got more than $300 of �t back, and even
that was lost to h�m through the d�shonesty of those w�th whom he
d�d bus�ness."



EPITAPH NO. VI. COXSACKIE COMMUNITY.
"Th�s exper�ment also was commenced �n 1826, and members

from the Haverstraw exper�ment jo�ned �t on the break�ng up of the�r
Soc�ety.

"The pr�nc�pal actors �n th�s attempt, were Samuel Underh�ll, John
Norberry, Nathan�el Underh�ll, Wm. G. Macy, Jethro Macy and Jacob
Peterson. The objects were the same as at Haverstraw, but �n try�ng
to carry them out they met w�th no better success. It appears that the
cap�tal was small, and the estate, wh�ch was located seven m�les
back from Coxsack�e on the Hudson r�ver, was very much �n debt.
From the l�ttle �nformat�on I am enabled to gather concern�ng th�s
attempt, I judge that they made many laws, that the�r laws were bad,
and that they had many persons engaged �n talk�ng and law-mak�ng,
who d�d not work at any useful employment. The consequences
were, that after struggl�ng on for a l�ttle more than a year, th�s
exper�ment came to an end. One of my �nformants thus expresses
h�mself about th�s fa�lure: 'There were few good men to steer th�ngs
r�ght. We wanted men and women who would be w�ll�ng to l�ve �n
s�mple hab�tat�ons, and on pla�n and s�mple d�et; who would be
contented w�th pla�n and s�mple cloth�ng, and who would band
together for each others' good. W�th such we m�ght have succeeded;
but such attempts can not succeed w�thout such people.'

"In th�s l�ttle confl�ct there were many sacr�f�ces; but those who
surv�ved and were st�ll �mbued w�th the pr�nc�ples, em�grated to Oh�o,
to f�ght aga�n w�th the old system of th�ngs."

EPITAPH NO. VII. KENDAL COMMUNITY.
"Th�s was an attempt to carry out the v�ews of Mr. Owen. It was

located near Canton, Stark County, Oh�o. The purchase of the
property was made �n June 1826, by a body of freeholders, whose
farms were mortgaged for the f�rst payment, and who, on account of
the d�ff�culty of real�z�ng cash for the�r estates, were under some



embarrassment �n the�r operat�ons, though the property was a great
barga�n."

Of th�s enterpr�se �n �ts early stage the Western Cour�er (Dec.,
1826,) thus speaks:

"The Kendal Commun�ty �s rap�dly on the �ncrease; a number of
dwell�ngs have been erected �n add�t�on to those prev�ously bu�lt; yet
the �ncrease of fam�l�es has been such that there �s much
�nconven�ence exper�enced for want of house-room. The members
are now employed �n erect�ng a bu�ld�ng 170 by 33 feet, wh�ch �s
�ntended to be temporar�ly occup�ed as pr�vate dwell�ngs, but
ult�mately as work-shops. Th�s and other �mprovements for the
conven�ence of the place, w�ll soon be completed.

"Kendal �s pleasantly and advantageously s�tuated for health. We
are �nformed that there �s not a s�ck person on the prem�ses.
Mechan�cs of var�ous profess�ons have jo�ned the Commun�ty, and
are now occup�ed �n prosecut�ng the var�ous branches of �ndustry.
They have a woolen factory �n wh�ch many hands are employed.
Everyth�ng appears to be go�ng on prosperously and harmon�ously.
There �s observed a bustl�ng emulat�on among the members. They
labor hard, and are probably not exempt from the cares and
perplex�t�es �nc�dent to all worldly undertak�ngs; and what soc�ety or
system can cla�m �mmun�ty from them? The quest�on �s, whether
they may not be m�t�gated. Trouble we bel�eve to be a d�v�s�ble
quant�ty; �t may be softened by sympathy and �ntercourse, as
pleasure may be �ncreased by un�on and compan�onsh�p. These
advantages have already been exper�enced at the Kendal
Commun�ty, and �ts members are even now �n possess�on of that
wh�ch the poet hath declared to be the sum total of human
happ�ness, v�z., Health, Peace and Competence."

"Several fam�l�es from the Coxsack�e Commun�ty," says
Macdonald, "had jo�ned Kendal when the above was wr�tten, and the
rema�nder were to follow as soon as they were prepared. The
Kendal Commun�ty then numbered about one bundled and f�fty
members �nclud�ng ch�ldren. They were engaged �n manufactur�ng
woolen goods on a small scale, had a few hops, and d�d



cons�derable bus�ness on the farm. They speak of the�r 'cho�ce
sp�r�ts;' and ant�c�pate ass�stance to carry out the�r plans, and prove
the success of the soc�al system beyond all contrad�ct�on, by the
d�sposal of property and settlement of affa�rs at Coxsack�e. In the�r
enthus�asm they assert, 'that una�ded, and w�th only the�r own
resources and exper�ence, and above all, w�th the�r l�ttle band of
�nv�nc�ble sp�r�ts, who are t�red of the old system and are determ�ned
to conquer or d�e, they must succeed.' I conclude they d�d not
conquer but d�ed, for I can learn noth�ng further concern�ng them."

A recent letter from Mr. John Harmon, of Ravenna, Oh�o, who was
a member of the Kendal Commun�ty, g�ves a more def�n�te account
of �ts fa�lure, as follows:

"Our Commun�ty progressed harmon�ously and prosperously, so
long as the members had the�r health and a hope of pay�ng for the�r
doma�n. But a summer-fever attacked us, and seven heads of
fam�l�es d�ed, among whom were several of our most valued and
useful members. At the same t�me the r�ch propr�etors of whom we
purchased our land urged us to pay; and we could not sell a part of �t
and g�ve a good t�tle, because we were not �ncorporated. So we
were compelled to g�ve up and d�sperse, los�ng what we had pa�d,
wh�ch was about $7,000. But we formed fr�endsh�ps that were
endur�ng, and the fa�lure never for a moment weakened my fa�th �n
the value of Commun�sm."

We group the three last Commun�t�es together, because they were
ev�dently closely related by members pass�ng from one to another,
as the earl�er ones success�vely fa�led. Th�s hab�t of m�grat�ng from
one Commun�ty to another �s an �nterest�ng character�st�c of the
veterans of Soc�al�sm, wh�ch we shall meet w�th frequently hereafter.



CHAPTER IX.

OWEN'S GENERAL CAREER.ToC

Conf�n�ng ourselves str�ctly to memo�rs of Assoc�at�ons, we m�ght
leave Owen now and go on to the exper�ments of the Four�er school.
But th�s would hardly be do�ng just�ce to the father of Amer�can
Soc�al�sms. We have exh�b�ted h�s great fa�lure; and we must stop
long enough to acknowledge h�s great success, and say br�efly what
we th�nk of h�s whole l�fe and �nfluence. Indeed such a rev�ew �s
necessary to a just est�mate of the Owen movement �n th�s country.

We accept what he h�mself sa�d about h�s early ach�evements, that
he was under the gu�dance of the Sp�r�t of God, and was carr�ed
along by a wonderful ser�es of spec�al prov�dences �n h�s f�rst labors
for the good of the work�ng classes. The or�g�nal�ty, w�sdom and
success of h�s do�ngs at New Lanark were man�festly supernatural.
H�s factory v�llage was �ndeed a l�ght to the world, that gave the
nat�ons a great lesson �n pract�cal benef�cence; and sh�nes st�ll am�d
the darkness of money-mak�ng self�shness and �ndustr�al m�sery.
The s�ngle fact that he cont�nued the wages of h�s operat�ves when
the embargo stopped h�s bus�ness, actually pay�ng out $35,000 �n
four months, to men who had noth�ng to do but to o�l h�s mach�nery
and keep �t clean, stamps h�m as a gen�us of an order h�gher than
Napoleon. By th�s bold maneuver of benevolence he won the
conf�dence of h�s men, so that he could manage them afterwards as
he pleased; and then he went on to reform and educate them, t�ll
they became a wonder to the world and a crown of glory to h�mself.
So far we have no doubt that he walked w�th �nsp�rat�on and spec�al
prov�dence.



On the other hand, �t �s also man�fest, that h�s �nsp�rat�on and
success, so far at least as pract�cal attempts were concerned,
deserted h�m afterwards, and that much of the latter part of h�s l�fe
was spent �n d�sastrous attempts to establ�sh Commun�sm, w�thout
the necessary sp�r�tual cond�t�ons. H�s whole career may be l�kened
to that of the f�rst Napoleon, whose "star" �nsured v�ctory t�ll he
reached a certa�n cr�s�s; after wh�ch he lost every battle, and sunk
�nto f�nal and overwhelm�ng defeat.

In both cases there was a turn�ng-po�nt wh�ch can be marked.
Napoleon's star deserted h�m when he put away Joseph�ne. Owen
ev�dently lost h�s hold on pract�cal success when he declared war
aga�nst rel�g�on. In h�s labors at New Lanark he was not an act�ve
�nf�del. The B�ble was �n h�s schools. Rel�g�on was at least tolerated
and respected. He there marr�ed the daughter of Mr. Dale, a
preacher of the Independents, who was h�s best fr�end and
counsellor through the early years of h�s success. But when h�s work
at New Lanark became famous, and he rose to compan�onsh�p w�th
dukes and k�ngs, he outgrew the modesty and pract�cal w�sdom of
h�s early l�fe, and undertook the task of Un�versal Reform. Then �t
was that he fell �nto the m�stake of confound�ng the pr�nc�ples of the
B�ble w�th the character and pretens�ons of h�s eccles�ast�cal
opposers, and so came �nto the false pos�t�on of open host�l�ty to
rel�g�on. Chr�st was �n a s�m�lar temptat�on when he found the
Scr�bes and Phar�sees arrayed aga�nst h�m, w�th the Old Testament
for the�r vantage ground; but he had w�sdom enough to keep h�s
foothold on that vantage ground, and dr�ve them off. H�s programme
was, "Th�nk not that I am come to destroy the law and the prophets. I
am not come to destroy, but to fulf�ll." Whereas Owen, at the turn�ng-
po�nt of h�s career, abandoned the B�ble w�th all �ts magaz�nes of
power to h�s enem�es, and went off �nto a hopeless warfare w�th
Chr�st�an�ty and w�th all God's past adm�n�strat�ons. From that t�me
fortune deserted h�m. The splend�d success of New Lanark was
followed by the terr�ble defeat at New Harmony. The declarat�on of
war aga�nst all rel�g�on was between them. Such �s our �nterpretat�on
of h�s l�fe; and someth�ng l�ke th�s must have been h�s own
�nterpretat�on, when he confessed �n the l�ght of h�s later exper�ence,



that by overlook�ng sp�r�tual cond�t�ons, he had m�ssed the most
�mportant of all the elements of human �mprovement.

And yet we must not push our parallel too far. Owen, unl�ke
Napoleon, never knew when he was beaten, and fought on th�rty
years after h�s Waterloo. It would be a great m�stake to �mag�ne that
the fa�lure of New Harmony and of the attempts that followed �t, was
the end of Owen's ach�evements and �nfluence, even �n th�s country.
Prov�dence does not so waste �ts preparat�ons and �nsp�rat�ons. Let
us see what was left, and what Owen d�d, after the d�sasters of
1826-7.

In the f�rst place the fa�lure of h�s Commun�ty at New Harmony was
not the fa�lure of the v�llage wh�ch he bought of the Rapp�tes. That
was bu�lt of substant�al br�ck and stone. The houses and a port�on of
the populat�on wh�ch he gathered there, rema�ned and have
cont�nued to be a flour�sh�ng and rather pecul�ar v�llage t�ll the
present t�me. Several Commun�t�es that came over from England �n
after-years made New Harmony the�r rendezvous, e�ther on the�r
arr�val or when they broke up. So Macdonald, w�th the enthus�asm of
a true Soc�al�st, on land�ng �n th�s country �n 1842 f�rst sought out
New Harmony. There he found Jos�ah Warren, the apostle of
Ind�v�dual�sm, returned from h�s wander�ngs and fa�lures, to set up a
"T�me Store" �n the old seat of Soc�al�sm. We remember also, that
Dr. J.R. Buchanan, the anthropolog�st, was at New Harmony �n 1842,
when he aston�shed the world w�th h�s novel exper�ments �n
Mesmer�sm, wh�ch Robert Dale Owen reported �n a famous letter to
the Even�ng Post, and wh�ch gave �mpetus and respectab�l�ty to the
beg�nn�ngs of modern Sp�r�tual�sm. These facts and many others
�nd�cate that New Harmony cont�nued to be a center and refuge of
Soc�al�sts and �nnovators long after the fa�lure of the Commun�ty.
Notw�thstand�ng the unpopular�ty of Commun�sm wh�ch Macdonald
says he found there, �t �s probably a sem�-soc�al�st v�llage to th�s day,
represent�ng more or less the sp�r�t of Robert Owen.

In the next place, w�th all h�s fa�lures, Owen was successful �n
produc�ng a f�ne fam�ly; and though he h�mself returned to England
after the d�saster at New Harmony, he bequeathed all h�s ch�ldren to
th�s country. Macdonald, wr�t�ng �n 1842, says: "Mr. Owen's fam�ly all



res�de �n New Harmony. There are four sons and one daughter; v�z.,
W�ll�am Owen, who �s a merchant and bank d�rector; Robert Dale
Owen, a lawyer and pol�t�c�an, who attends to the affa�rs of the Owen
Estate; Dav�d Dale Owen, a pract�cal geolog�st; R�chard Owen, a
pract�cal farmer; and Mrs. Fauntleroy. The four brothers, w�th the
w�ves and fam�l�es of three of them, l�ve together �n one large
mans�on."

Mr. Owen �n h�s publ�shed journal says that "h�s eldest son Robert
Dale Owen, after wr�t�ng much that was excellent, was tw�ce elected
member of Congress, and carr�ed the b�ll for establ�sh�ng the
Sm�thson�an Inst�tute �n Wash�ngton; that h�s second son, Dav�d Dale
Owen, was professor of chem�stry, m�neralogy and geology, and had
been employed by success�ve Amer�can governments as the�r
accred�ted geolog�st; that h�s th�rd son, Major R�chard Owen, was a
professor �n a Kentucky M�l�tary College; and that h�s only daughter
l�v�ng �n 1851, was the w�dow of a d�st�ngu�shed Amer�can off�cer."

Robert Dale Owen undoubtedly has been and �s, the sp�r�tual as
well as natural successor of Robert Owen. W�ser and more
moderate than h�s father, he has r�sen out of the wreck of New
Harmony to h�gh stat�ons and great �nfluence �n th�s country. He was
or�g�nally assoc�ated w�th Frances Wr�ght �n her exper�ment at
Nashoba, her lectur�ng career, and her ed�tor�al labors �n New York.
At that t�me he partook of the ant�-rel�g�ous zeal of h�s father.
Oppos�t�on to rev�vals was the spec�alty of h�s paper, the Free
Enqu�rer. In those days, also, he publ�shed h�s "Moral Phys�ology," a
l�ttle book teach�ng �n pla�n terms a method of controll�ng propagat�on
—not "Male Cont�nence." Th�s bold �ssue, attr�buted by h�s enem�es
to l�cent�ous procl�v�t�es, was really part of the soc�al�st�c movement
of the t�me; and �nd�cated the dr�ft of Owen�sm toward sexual
freedom and the abol�t�on of marr�age.

Robert Dale Owen or�g�nated and carr�ed the law �n Ind�ana g�v�ng
to marr�ed women a r�ght to property separate from the�r husbands;
and the famous fac�l�t�es of d�vorce �n that State are attr�buted to h�s
�nfluence.



He, l�ke h�s father, turned toward Sp�r�tual�sm, notw�thstand�ng h�s
non-rel�g�ous antecedents. H�s report of Dr. Buchanan's exper�ments,
and h�s books and magaz�ne-art�cles demonstrat�ng the real�ty of a
world of sp�r�ts, have been the most respectable and �nfluent�al
aux�l�ar�es to the modern system of necromancy. There �s an a�r of
respect for rel�g�on �n many of h�s publ�cat�ons, and even a happy
freedom of B�ble quotat�on, wh�ch �s not found �n h�s father's wr�t�ngs.
Perhaps the var�at�on �s due to the blood of h�s mother, who was the
daughter of a B�ble man and a preacher.

So much Mr. Owen left beh�nd. Let us now follow h�m �n h�s after
career. He bade farewell to New Harmony and returned to England
�n June 1828. Acknowledg�ng no real defeat or loss of conf�dence �n
h�s pr�nc�ples, he went r�ght on �n the labors of h�s m�ss�on, as
Apostle of Commun�sm for the world, hold�ng h�mself ready for the
most d�stant serv�ce at a moment's warn�ng. H�s pol�cy was sl�ghtly
changed, look�ng more toward mov�ng the nat�ons, and less toward
local exper�ments. In Apr�l 1828, he was aga�n �n th�s country, settl�ng
h�s affa�rs at New Harmony, and preach�ng h�s gospel among the
people. Dur�ng th�s v�s�t the challenge to debate passed between h�m
and Rev. Alexander Campbell, and an arrangement was made for a
theolog�cal duel. He returned to England �n the summer, and �n
November of the same year (1828) sa�led aga�n for Amer�ca on a
scheme of obta�n�ng from the Mex�can government a vast terr�tory �n
Texas on wh�ch to develop Commun�sm. After f�n�sh�ng the
negot�at�ons �n Mex�co (wh�ch negot�at�ons were never executed), he
came to the Un�ted States, and �n Apr�l 1829 met Alexander
Campbell at C�nc�nnat� �n a debate wh�ch was then famous, though
now forgotten. From C�nc�nnat� he proceeded to Wash�ngton, where
he establ�shed �nt�mate relat�ons w�th Mart�n Van Buren, then
Secretary of State, and had an �mportant �nterv�ew w�th Andrew
Jackson, the Pres�dent, labor�ng w�th these d�gn�tar�es on behalf of
nat�onal fr�endsh�p and h�s new soc�al system. In the summer of
1829 he returned to England, and for some years after was engaged
�n labors for the convers�on of the Engl�sh government, and �n some
local attempts to establ�sh "Equ�table Commerce," "Labor Exchange"
and part�al Commun�sm, all of wh�ch fa�led. Here Mr. Sargant, h�s
Engl�sh b�ographer, g�ves up the pursu�t of h�m, and slurs over the



rest of h�s l�fe as though �t were passed �n obscur�ty and dotage. Not
so Macdonald. We learn from h�m that after Mr. Owen had exceeded
the allotment of three-score years and ten, he tw�ce crossed the
ocean to th�s country. Let us follow the fa�thful record of the d�sc�ple.
We condense from Macdonald:

In September 1844, Mr. Owen arr�ved �n New York and
�mmed�ately publ�shed �n the Herald (Sept. 21) an address to the
people of the Un�ted States procla�m�ng h�s m�ss�on "to effect �n
peace the greatest revolut�on ever yet made �n human soc�ety."
Four�er�sm was at that t�me �n the ascendant. Mr. Owen called at the
off�ce of the Phalanx, the organ of Br�sbane, and was rece�ved w�th
d�st�nct�on. In October he v�s�ted h�s fam�ly at New Harmony. On h�s
way he stopped at the Oh�o Phalanx. In December he went to
Wash�ngton w�th Robert Dale Owen, who was then member of
Congress. The party �n power was less fr�endly than that of 1829,
and refused h�m the use of the Nat�onal Halls. He lectured, or
advert�sed to lecture, �n Concert Hall, Pennsylvan�a Avenue. "In
March 1845," says Macdonald, "I had the pleasure of hear�ng h�m
lecture at the M�nerva rooms �n New York, after wh�ch he lectured �n
Lowell and other places." In May he v�s�ted Brook Farm. In June he
publ�shed a man�festo, appo�nt�ng a World's Convent�on, to be held
�n New York �n October; and soon after sa�led for England. Stopp�ng
there scarcely long enough to turn round, he was �n th�s country
aga�n �n season to g�ve a course of lectures preparatory to the
October Convent�on. After that Convent�on (wh�ch Macdonald
confesses was a tr�fl�ng affa�r) he cont�nued h�s labors �n var�ous
places. On the 26th of October Macdonald met h�m on the street �n
Albany, and spent some t�me w�th h�m at h�s lodg�ngs �n much
pleasant goss�p about New Lanark. In November he called at
Hopedale. Ad�n Ballou, �n a publ�shed report of the v�s�t, dashed off a
sketch of h�m and h�s projects, wh�ch �s so good a l�keness that we
copy �t here:

"Robert Owen �s a remarkable character, �n years nearly seventy-
f�ve: �n knowledge and exper�ence super-abundant; �n benevolence
of heart transcendental; �n honesty w�thout d�sgu�se; �n ph�lanthropy
unl�m�ted; �n rel�g�on a skept�c; �n theology a Panthe�st: �n



metaphys�cs a necessar�an c�rcumstant�al�st; �n morals a un�versal
exclus�on�st; �n general conduct a ph�losoph�c non-res�stant; �n
soc�al�sm a Commun�st; �n hope a terrestr�al elys�an�st; �n pract�cal
bus�ness a method�st; �n deportment an unequ�vocal gentleman. * *

"Mr. Owen has vast schemes to develop, and vast hopes of
speedy success �n establ�sh�ng a great model of the new soc�al
state; wh�ch w�ll qu�te �nstantaneously, as he th�nks, br�ng the human
race �nto a terrestr�al Parad�se. He �ns�sts on obta�n�ng a m�ll�on of
dollars to be expended �n lands, bu�ld�ngs, mach�nery, conven�ences
and beaut�f�cat�ons, for h�s model Commun�ty; all to be f�n�shed and
�n perfect order, before he �ntroduces to the�r new home the well-
selected populat�on who are to �nhab�t �t. He flatters h�mself he shall
be able, by some means, to �nduce cap�tal�sts, or perhaps Congress,
to furn�sh the cap�tal for th�s object. We were obl�ged to shake an
�ncredulous head and tell h�m frankly how groundless, �n our
judgment, all such splend�d ant�c�pat�ons must prove. He took �t �n
good part, and declared h�s conf�dence unshaken, and h�s hopes
und�scourageable by any man's unbel�ef."

The w�nter of 1845—6 Mr. Owen appears to have spent �n the
west, probably at New Harmony. In June 1846, he was aga�n �n
Albany, and th�s t�me for an �mportant purpose. The Convent�on
appo�nted to frame a new Const�tut�on for the State of New York was
then �n sess�on. He obta�ned the use of the Assembly Chamber and
an aud�ence of the delegates; and gave them two lectures on
"Human R�ghts and Progress," and w�thal on the�r own dut�es.
Macdonald was present, and speaks enthus�ast�cally of h�s energy
and d�gn�ty. After rem�nd�ng the Convent�on of the �mportance of the
work they were about, he went on to say that "all rel�g�ous systems,
Const�tut�ons, Governments and Laws are and have been founded �n
error, and that error �s the false suppos�t�on that man forms h�s own
character. They were about to form another Const�tut�on based upon
that error, and ere long more Const�tut�ons would have to be made
and altered, and so on, unt�l the truth that the character of man �s
formed for h�m shall be recogn�zed, and the system of soc�ety based
upon that pr�nc�ple become nat�onal and un�versal." "After the
lecture," says Macdonald, "I lunched w�th Mr. Owen at the house of



Mr. Ames. We had conversat�on on New Harmony, London, &c. Mr.
Ames hav�ng expressed a des�re for a photograph of Mr. Owen, I
accompan�ed them to a gallery at the Exchange where I parted w�th
h�m—perhaps forever! He returned soon after to England where he
rema�ns t�ll the present t�me." [1854.]

S�x t�mes after he was f�fty years old, and tw�ce after he was
seventy, he crossed the Atlant�c and back �n the serv�ce of
Commun�sm! Let us not say that all th�s wonderful act�v�ty was
useless. Let us not call th�s man a dr�veller and a monoman�ac. Let
us rather acknowledge that he was rece�v�ng and d�str�but�ng an
�nsp�rat�on unknown even to h�mself, that had a sure a�m, and that �s
at th�s moment conquer�ng the world. H�s halluc�nat�on was not �n h�s
expectat�ons, but �n h�s �deas of methods and t�mes.

Owen had not much theory. H�s ma�n �dea was Commun�sm, and
that he got from the Rapp�tes. H�s pers�stent assert�on that man's
character �s formed for h�m by h�s c�rcumstances, was h�s nearest
approach to or�g�nal doctr�ne; and th�s he v�rtually abandoned when
he came to apprec�ate sp�r�tual cond�t�ons. The rest of h�s teach�ng �s
summed up �n the old �njunct�on, "Be good," wh�ch �s the burden of
all preach�ng.

But theory was not h�s funct�on. Nor yet even pract�ce. H�s
bus�ness was to seed the world, and espec�ally th�s country, w�th an
unquenchable des�re and hope for Commun�sm; and th�s he d�d
effectually.

We call h�m the Father of Amer�can Soc�al�sms, because he took
possess�on of th�s country f�rst. Four�er�sm was a secondary �nfus�on.
H�s Engl�sh pract�cal�ty was more �n un�son w�th the Yankee sp�r�t,
than the theor�z�ng of the French school. He h�mself cla�med the
Four�er�tes as work�ng on h�s job, grad�ng the track by the�r half-way
schemes of jo�nt-stock and guarantee�sm for h�s Rat�onal
Commun�sm. And �n th�s he was not far wrong. Commun�sm or
noth�ng, �s l�kely to be the f�nal demand of the Amer�can people.

The most consp�cuous tra�t �n all Owen's labors and journey�ngs �s
h�s �ndom�table perseverance. And th�s tra�t he transm�tted to a large
breed of Amer�can Soc�al�sts. Read aga�n the letter of John Harmon



at the close of our last chapter. He �s now an old man, but h�s fa�th �n
Commun�sm rema�ns unshaken; �t �s fa�lure-proof. See how the
veterans of Haverstraw, when the�r Commun�ty fell �n p�eces, moved
to Coxsack�e, and when the Coxsack�e Commun�ty broke up,
m�grated to Oh�o and jo�ned the Kendal Commun�ty; and perhaps
when the Kendal Commun�ty fa�led, they jo�ned another, and
another; and probably never gave up the hope of a Commun�ty-
home. We have met w�th many such wanderers—men and women
who were spo�led for the world by once tast�ng or at least �mag�n�ng
the sweets of Commun�sm, and would not be turned back by any
number of fa�lures. Alcander Longley �s a f�ne spec�men of th�s class.
He has tr�ed every k�nd of Assoc�at�on, from Co-operat�on to
Commun�sm, �nclud�ng Four�er�sm and the nameless comb�nat�ons
of Sp�r�tual�sm; and �s now hard at work �n the farthest corner of
M�ssour� on h�s s�xth exper�ment, as enthus�ast�c as ever! J.J. Franks
�s a st�ll f�ner spec�men. He began w�th Owen�sm. When that fa�led
he enl�sted w�th the Four�er�tes. Dur�ng the�r campa�gn he bought
f�ve-thousand acres of land �n the mounta�ns of V�rg�n�a for a
prospect�ve Assoc�at�on, the Const�tut�on of wh�ch he prepared and
pr�nted, though the Assoc�at�on �tself never came �nto be�ng. When
Four�er�sm fa�led he devoted h�mself to Protect�ve Un�ons. For twenty
years past he has been a fa�thful d�sc�ple and patron of the One�da
Commun�ty. In such examples we trace the �mage and sp�r�t of
Robert Owen.

CHAPTER X.

CONNECTING LINKS.ToC



In the trans�t�on from Owen�sm to Four�er�sm and later soc�al�st
movements, we f�nd that Jos�ah Warren fulf�lls the funct�on of a
modulat�ng chord. As we have already sa�d, after see�ng the wreck of
Commun�sm at New Harmony, he went clear over to the extreme
doctr�ne of "Ind�v�dual Sovere�gnty," and cont�nued work�ng on that
theme through the per�od of Four�er�sm, t�ll he founded the famous
v�llage of Modern T�mes on Long Island, and there became the
master-sp�r�t of a school, wh�ch has developed at least three famous
movements, that are �n some sense al�ve yet, long after the
Commun�t�es and Phalanxes have gone to the�r graves.

Impr�m�s, Dr. Thomas L. N�chols was a fellow of the royal soc�ety
of Ind�v�dual Sovere�gns, and an hab�tue of Modern T�mes, when he
publ�shed h�s "Esoter�c Anthropology" �n 1853, and �ssued h�s pr�nted
catalogue of names for the rec�procal use of aff�n�ty-hunters all over
the country; whereby he �naugurated the system of "Free Love" or
Ind�v�dual Sovere�gnty �n sexual �ntercourse, that preva�led among
the Sp�r�tual�sts. He afterwards fell �nto a react�on oppos�te to
Warren's, and swung clear back �nto Roman Cathol�c�sm. But
"though dead, he yet speaketh."

Secondly, Stephen Pearl Andrews was publ�sh�ng-partner of
Jos�ah Warren �n the propagand�sm of Ind�v�dual Sovere�gnty; and
bu�lt or undertook to bu�ld a notable ed�f�ce at Modern T�mes, when
that v�llage was �n �ts glory. He subsequently d�st�ngu�shed h�mself by
�nst�tut�ng, �n connect�on w�th N�chols and others, a ser�es of
"Soc�ables" for the Ind�v�dual Sovere�gns �n New York c�ty, wh�ch
were broken up by the conservat�ves. He �s also understood to have
or�g�nated a great sp�r�tual or �ntellectual h�erarchy, called the
"Pantarchy," and a system of Un�versology, wh�ch �s not yet
publ�shed, but has long been on the eve of organ�z�ng sc�ence and
revolut�on�z�ng the world. On the whole he may be regarded as the
Amer�can r�val of Comte, as A.J. Dav�s �s of Swedenborg.

Lastly, Henry Edger, the actual h�erarch of Pos�t�v�sm, one of the
ten apostles de propaganda f�de appo�nted by Comte, was called to
h�s great work from Warren's school at Modern T�mes. He �s st�ll a



res�dent of that v�llage, and has attempted w�th�n a year or two to
form a Pos�t�v�st Commun�ty there, but w�thout success.

The genealogy from Owen to these modern movements may be
traced thus:

Owen begat New Harmony; New Harmony (by react�on) begat
Ind�v�dual Sovere�gnty; Ind�v�dual Sovere�gnty begat Modern T�mes;
Modern T�mes was the mother of Free Love, the Grand Pantarchy,
and the Amer�can branch of French Pos�t�v�sm. Jos�ah Warren was
the personal l�nk next to Owen, and deserves spec�al not�ce.
Macdonald g�ves the follow�ng account of h�m:

JOSIAH WARREN.
"Th�s gentleman was one of the members of Mr. Owen's

Commun�ty at New Harmony �n 1826, and from the exper�ence
ga�ned there, he became conv�nced that there was an �mportant
error �n Mr. Owen's pr�nc�ples, and that error was comb�nat�on. It was
then that he developed the doctr�ne of Ind�v�dual Sovere�gnty, and
dev�sed the plan of Equ�table Commerce, wh�ch he labored on
�ncessantly for many years. He commun�cated h�s v�ews on Labor
Exchange to Mr. Owen, who endeavored to pract�ce them �n London
upon a large scale, but fa�led, as Mr. Warren asserts, through not
carry�ng out the pr�nc�ple of Ind�v�dual�ty. A s�m�lar attempt was made
�n Ph�ladelph�a, but also fa�led for the same cause.

"After the fa�lure of the New Harmony Commun�ty, Mr. Warren
went to C�nc�nnat�, and there opened a T�me Store, wh�ch cont�nued
�n operat�on long enough, as he says, to demonstrate the truth of h�s
pr�nc�ples. After th�s, �n assoc�at�on w�th others, he commenced an
exper�ment �n Tuscarawas Co., Oh�o; but �n consequence of
s�ckness �t was abandoned. H�s next exper�ment was at Mount
Vernon, Ind�ana, wh�ch was unsuccessful. After that he opened a
T�me Store �n New Harmony, wh�ch he was carry�ng on when I
became acqua�nted w�th h�m �n 1842.

"The follow�ng must suff�ce as a descr�pt�on of



THE NEW HARMONY TIME STORE.
"A port�on of a room was d�v�ded off by a latt�ce-work, �n wh�ch

were many racks and shelves conta�n�ng a var�ety of small art�cles.
In the center of th�s latt�ce an open�ng was left, through wh�ch the
store-keeper could hand goods and take pay. On the wall at the back
of the store-keeper and fac�ng the customer, hung a clock, and
underneath �t a d�al. In other parts of the room were var�ous art�cles,
such as molasses, corn, buckets, dry-goods, etc. There was a board
hang�ng on the wall consp�cuous enough for all persons to see, on
wh�ch were placed the b�lls that had been pa�d to wholesale
merchants for all the art�cles �n the store; also the orders of
�nd�v�duals for var�ous th�ngs.

"I entered the store one day, and walk�ng up to the w�cket,
requested the store-keeper to serve me w�th some glue. I was
�mmed�ately asked �f I had a 'Labor note,' and on my say�ng no, I was
told that I must get some one's note. My object �n go�ng there was to
�nqu�re �f Mr. Warren would exchange labor w�th me; but th�s abrupt
recept�on scared me, and I hast�ly departed. However, upon my
becom�ng further acqua�nted w�th Mr. Warren, we exchanged labor
notes, and I traded a l�ttle at the T�me Store �n the follow�ng manner:

"I made or procured a wr�tten labor note, prom�s�ng so many hours
labor at so much per hour. Mr. Warren had s�m�lar labor notes. I went
to the T�me Store w�th my note and my cash, and �nformed the
keeper that I wanted, for �nstance, a few yards of Kentucky jean. As
soon as he commenced conversat�on or bus�ness w�th me, he set
the d�al wh�ch was under the clock, and marked the t�me. He then
attended to me, g�v�ng me what I wanted, and �n return tak�ng from
me as much cash as he pa�d for the art�cle to the wholesale
merchant; and as much t�me out of my labor note as he spent for
me, accord�ng to the d�al, �n the sale of the art�cle. I bel�eve f�ve per
cent. was added to the cash cost, to pay rent and cover �nc�dental
expenses. The change for the labor notes was �n small t�ckets
represent�ng t�me by the f�ve, ten, or f�fteen m�nutes; so that �f I
presented a note represent�ng an hour's labor, and he had been
occup�ed only ten m�nutes �n serv�ng me, he would have to g�ve me
forty m�nutes �n change. I have seen Mr. Warren w�th a large bundle



of these notes, represent�ng var�ous k�nds and quant�t�es of labor,
from mechan�cs and others �n New Harmony and �ts v�c�n�ty. Each
�nd�v�dual who gave a note, aff�xed h�s or her own pr�ce per hour for
labor. Women charged as h�gh, or nearly as h�gh, as men; and
somet�mes unsk�llful hands overrated the�r serv�ces. I knew an
�nstance where an �nd�v�dual �ssued too many of h�s notes, and they
became deprec�ated �n value. I was �nformed that these notes were
refused at the T�me Store. It was supposed that publ�c op�n�on would
regulate these th�ngs, and I have no doubt that �n t�me �t would. In
th�s exper�ment Mr. Warren sa�d he had demonstrated as much as
he �ntended. But I heard h�m compla�n of the d�ff�cult�es he had to
contend w�th, and espec�ally of the want of common honesty.

"The T�me Store ex�sted about two years and a half, and was then
d�scont�nued. In 1844 Mr. Warren went to C�nc�nnat� and lectured
upon h�s pr�nc�ples. On the break�ng up of the Clermont Phalanx and
the C�nc�nnat� Brotherhood, Mr. Warren went to the spot where both
fa�lures had taken place, and there found four fam�l�es who were
d�sposed to try 'Equ�table Commerce.' W�th these and a few other
fr�ends he started a v�llage wh�ch he called Utop�a, where he
publ�shed the Peaceful Revolut�on�st for a t�me.

"H�s next and last movement was at Modern T�mes, on Long
Island, a few m�les from New York, wh�ther he came �n 1851."

From a copy of the Peaceful Revolut�on�st, publ�shed by Warren at
Utop�a �n 1845, we take the f�rst of the two follow�ng extracts. The
second, relat�ng to Modern T�mes, �s from a newspaper art�cle
pasted �nto Macdonald's collect�on, w�thout date, but probably
pr�nted �n 1853. These w�ll g�ve a suff�c�ent �dea of the react�on from
New Harmony, wh�ch, on several �mportant l�nes of �nfluence,
connects Owen w�th the present t�me.

A PEEP INTO UTOPIA.
From an ed�tor�al by J. Warren.

"Throughout the whole of our operat�ons at th�s v�llage, everyth�ng
has been conducted so nearly on the Ind�v�dual bas�s, that not one



meet�ng for leg�slat�on has taken place. No organ�zat�on, no
delegated power, no const�tut�ons, no laws or bye-laws, rules or
regulat�ons, but such as each �nd�v�dual makes for h�mself and h�s
own bus�ness; no off�cers, no pr�ests nor prophets have been
resorted to; noth�ng of th�s k�nd has been �n demand. We have had a
few meet�ngs, but they were for fr�endly conversat�on, for mus�c,
danc�ng or some other soc�al and pleasant past�me. Not even a
s�ngle lecture upon the pr�nc�ples upon wh�ch we were act�ng, has
been g�ven on the prem�ses! It was not necessary; for, as a lady
remarked, 'the subject once stated and understood, there �s noth�ng
left to talk about; all �s act�on after that.'

"I do not mean to be understood that all are of one m�nd. On the
contrary, �n a progress�ve state there �s no demand for conform�ty.
We bu�ld on Ind�v�dual�ty; any d�fference between us conf�rms our
pos�t�on. D�fferences, therefore, l�ke the adm�ss�ble d�scords �n
mus�c, are a valuable part of our harmony! It �s only when the r�ghts
of persons or property are actually �nvaded that coll�s�ons ar�se.
These r�ghts be�ng clearly def�ned and sanct�oned by publ�c op�n�on,
and temptat�ons to encroachments be�ng w�thdrawn, we may then
cons�der our great problem pract�cally solved. W�th regard to mere
d�fference of op�n�on �n taste, conven�ence, economy, equal�ty, or
even r�ght and wrong, good and bad, san�ty and �nsan�ty—all must
be left to the supreme dec�s�on of each Ind�v�dual, whenever he can
take on h�mself the cost of h�s dec�s�ons; wh�ch he cannot do wh�le
h�s �nterests or movements are un�ted or comb�ned w�th others. It �s
�n comb�nat�on or close connect�on only, that comprom�se and
conform�ty are requ�red. Peace, harmony, ease, secur�ty, happ�ness,
w�ll be found only �n Ind�v�dual�ty."

A PEEP INTO MODERN TIMES.
Conversat�on between a Res�dent and a Reporter.

"We are not Four�er�tes. We do not bel�eve �n Assoc�at�on.
Assoc�at�on w�ll have to answer for very many of the ev�ls w�th wh�ch
mank�nd are now affl�cted. We are not Commun�sts; we are not
Mormons; we are not Non-Res�stants. If a man steals my property or



�njures me, I w�ll take good care to make myself square w�th h�m. We
are Protestants, we are L�berals. We bel�eve �n the SOVEREIGNTY OF
THE INDIVIDUAL. We protest aga�nst all laws wh�ch �nterfere w�th
INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS—hence we are Protestants. We bel�eve �n perfect
l�berty of w�ll and act�on—hence we are L�berals. We have no
compacts w�th each other, save the compact of �nd�v�dual happ�ness;
and we hold that every man and every woman has a perfect and
�nal�enable r�ght to do and perform, all and s�ngular, just exactly as
he or she may choose, now and hereafter. But, gentlemen, th�s
l�berty to act must only be exerc�sed at the ent�re cost of the
�nd�v�duals so act�ng. They have no r�ght to tax the commun�ty for the
consequences of the�r deeds."

"Then you go back to nearly the f�rst pr�nc�ples of government, and
acknowledge the necess�ty of some controll�ng power other than
�nd�v�dual w�ll?"

"Not much—not much. In the present depraved state of soc�ety
generally, we—few �n numbers—are forced by c�rcumstances �nto
courses of act�on not prec�sely compat�ble w�th our pr�nc�ples or w�th
the �ntent of our organ�zat�on, thus: we are a new colony; we can not
produce all wh�ch we consume, and many of our members are
forced to go out �nto the world to earn what people call money, so
that we may purchase our grocer�es, &c. We are mostly mechan�cs
—eastern men. There �s not yet a suff�c�ent home demand for our
labor to g�ve constant employment to all. When we �ncrease �n
numer�cal strength, our t�nsm�ths and shoemakers and hatters and
art�sans of that grade w�ll not only f�nd work at home, but w�ll
manufacture goods for sale. That w�ll br�ng us money. We shall
establ�sh a Labor Exchange, so that �f my ne�ghbor, the blacksm�th,
wants my ass�stance, and I �n turn des�re h�s serv�ces, there w�ll be a
scale to f�x the terms of the exchange."

"But th�s would d�sturb Ind�v�dual Sovere�gnty."
"I don't see �t. No one w�ll be forced to barter h�s labor for

another's. If part�es don't l�ke the terms, they can make the�r own.
There are three acres of corn across the way—�t �s good corn—a
good crop—�t �s m�ne. You see that man now at work �n the f�eld



cutt�ng and stack�ng �t. H�s work as a farmer �s not so valuable as
m�ne as a mason. We exchange, and �t �s a mutual benef�t. Corn �s
just as good a measure of value as co�n. You should read the
pamphlet we are gett�ng out. It w�ll come cheap. Andrews has
publ�shed an excellent work on th�s subject of Ind�v�dual
Sovere�gnty."

"Have you any schools?"
"Schools? Ah! we only have a sort of pr�mary affa�r for small

ch�ldren. It �s supported by �nd�v�dual subscr�pt�on. Each parent pays
h�s proport�on."

"How about women?"
"Well, �n regard to the lad�es, we let them do about as they please,

and they generally please to do about r�ght. Yes, they l�ke the �dea of
Ind�v�dual Sovere�gnty. We g�ve them plenty of amusement; we have
soc�al part�es, mus�c, danc�ng, and other sports. They are not all
Bloomers: they wear such dresses as su�t the �nd�v�dual taste,
prov�ded they can get them!"

"And the breeches somet�mes, I suppose?"
"Certa�nly they can wear the breeches �f they choose."
"Do you hold to marr�age?"
"Oh, marr�age! Well, folks ask no quest�ons �n regard to that

among us. We, or at least some of us, do not bel�eve �n l�fe-
partnersh�ps, when the part�es can not l�ve happ�ly. Every person
here �s supposed to know h�s or her own �nterests best. We don't
�nterfere; there �s no eaves-dropp�ng, or pry�ng beh�nd the curta�n.
Those are good members of soc�ety, who are �ndustr�ous and m�nd
the�r own bus�ness. The �nd�v�dual �s sovere�gn and �ndependent,
and all laws tend�ng to restr�ct the l�berty he or she should enjoy, are
founded �n error, and should not be regarded."



CHAPTER XI.

CHANNING'S BROOK FARM.ToC

We are now on the conf�nes of the Four�er movement. The t�me-
focus changes from 1826 to 1843. As the per�od of our h�story thus
approaches the present t�me, our resources become more ample
and authent�c. Henceforward we shall not conf�ne ourselves so
closely to Macdonald's mater�als as we have done. The pr�nted
l�terature of Four�er�sm �s more abundant than that of Owen�sm; and
wh�le we shall st�ll follow the catalogue of Assoc�at�ons wh�ch we
gave from Macdonald �n our th�rd chapter, and shall appropr�ate all
that �s �nterest�ng �n h�s memo�rs, we shall also ava�l ourselves freely
of var�ous publ�cat�ons of the Four�er�sts themselves. A full set of
the�r lead�ng per�od�cals, (probably the only one �n ex�stence) was
thrust upon us by the freak of a half-crazed l�terary gentleman, nearly
at the very t�me when we had the good fortune to f�nd Macdonald's
collect�ons. We shall hereafter refer most frequently to the f�les of
The D�al, The Present, The Phalanx, The Harb�nger, and The
Tr�bune.

In order to understand the Four�er movement, we must look at the
preparat�ons for �t. Th�s we have already been do�ng, �n study�ng
Owen�sm. But there were other preparat�ons. Owen�sm was the
soc�al�st�c prelude. We must now attend to what may be called the
rel�g�ous preparat�ons.

Owen�sm was l�m�ted and local, ch�efly because �t was thoroughly
non-rel�g�ous and even ant�-rel�g�ous. In order that Four�er�sm m�ght
sweep the nat�on, �t was necessary that �t should ally �tself to some
form of popular rel�g�on, and espec�ally that �t should penetrate the
strongholds of rel�g�ous New England.



To prepare for th�s comb�nat�on, a d�fferent�at�on �n the New
England church was go�ng on s�multaneously w�th the career of
Owen�sm. After the war of 1815, the d�v�s�on of Congregat�onal�sm
�nto Orthodoxy and Un�tar�an�sm, commenced. Exclud�ng from our
m�nds the doctr�nal and eccles�ast�cal quarrels that attended th�s
d�v�s�on, �t �s easy to see that Prov�dence, wh�ch �s always on both
s�des of every f�ght, a�med at d�v�s�on of labor �n th�s movement. One
party was set to defend rel�g�on; the other l�berty. One stood by the
old fa�th, l�ke the Jew; the other went off �nto free-th�nk�ng and the
f�ne arts, l�ke the Greek. One worked on regenerat�on of the heart;
the other on culture of the external l�fe. In short, one had for �ts
funct�on the carry�ng through of the Rev�val system; the other the
development of Soc�al�sm.

The royal men of these two "houses of Israel" were Dr. Beecher
and Dr. Chann�ng; and both left royal fam�l�es, d�rect or collateral.
The Beechers are lead�ng the Orthodox to th�s day; and the
Chann�ngs, the Un�tar�ans. We all know what Dr. Beecher and h�s
ch�ldren have done for rev�vals. He was the p�votal man between
Nettleton and F�nney �n the last generat�on, and h�s ch�ldren are the
standard-bearers of rev�val rel�g�on �n the present. What the
Chann�ngs have done for Soc�al�sm �s not so well known, and th�s �s
what we must now br�ng to v�ew.

F�rst and ch�ef of all the exper�ments of the Four�er epoch was
B���� F���. And yet Brook Farm �n �ts or�g�nal concept�on, was not
a Four�er format�on at all, but an Amer�can seedl�ng. It was the ch�ld
of New England Un�tar�an�sm. Dr. Chann�ng h�mself was the
suggester of �t. So says Ralph Waldo Emerson. As th�s �s an
�nterest�ng po�nt of h�story, we have culled from a newspaper report
of Mr. Emerson's lecture on Brook Farm, the follow�ng summary,
from wh�ch �t appears that Dr. Chann�ng was the p�votal man
between old-fash�oned Un�tar�an�sm and Transcendental�sm, and the
father of The D�al and of Brook Farm:

EMERSON'S REMINISCENCES OF BROOK FARM.



"In the year 1840 Dr. Chann�ng took counsel w�th Mr. George
R�pley on the po�nt �f �t were poss�ble to br�ng cult�vated, thoughtful
people together, and make a soc�ety that deserved the name. He
early talked w�th Dr. John Coll�ns Warren on the same th�ng, who
adm�tted the w�sdom of the purpose, and undertook to make the
exper�ment. Dr. Chann�ng repa�red to h�s house w�th these thoughts;
he found a well chosen assembly of gentlemen; mutual greet�ngs
and �ntroduct�ons and chatt�ngs all around, and he was �n the way of
�ntroduc�ng the general purpose of the conversat�on, when a s�de-
door opened, the whole company streamed �n to an oyster supper
w�th good w�nes, and so ended that attempt �n Boston. Chann�ng
opened h�s m�nd then to R�pley, and �nv�ted a large party of lad�es
and gentlemen. I had the honor to be present. No �mportant
consequences of the attempt followed. Margaret Fuller, R�pley,
Bronson and Hedge, and many others, gradually came together, but
only �n the way of students. But I th�nk there preva�led at that t�me a
general bel�ef �n the c�ty that th�s was some concert of doctr�na�res to
establ�sh certa�n op�n�ons, or to �naugurate some movement �n
l�terature, ph�losophy, or rel�g�on, but of wh�ch these consp�rators
were qu�te �nnocent. It was no concert, but only two or three men
and women, who read alone w�th some v�vac�ty. Perhaps all of them
were surpr�sed at the rumor that they were a school or sect, but
more espec�ally at the name of 'Transcendental�sm.' Nobody knows
who f�rst appl�ed the name. These persons became �n the common
chance of soc�ety acqua�nted w�th each other, and the result was a
strong fr�endsh�p, exclus�ve �n proport�on to �ts heat. * * *

"From that t�me, meet�ngs were held w�th conversat�on—w�th very
l�ttle form—from house to house. Yet the �ntell�gent character and
var�ed ab�l�ty of the company gave �t some notor�ety, and perhaps
awakened some cur�os�ty as to �ts a�ms and results. But noth�ng
more ser�ous came of �t for a long t�me. A modest quarterly journal
called The D�al, under the ed�torsh�p of Margaret Fuller, enjoyed �ts
obscur�ty for four years, when �t ended. Its papers were the
contr�but�ons and work of fr�endsh�p among a narrow c�rcle of wr�ters.
Perhaps �ts wr�ters were also �ts ch�ef readers. But �t had some noble
papers; perhaps the best of Margaret Fuller's. It had some numbers



h�ghly �mportant, because they conta�ned papers by Theodore
Parker. * *

"I sa�d the only result of the conversat�ons wh�ch Dr. Chann�ng had
was to �n�t�ate the l�ttle quarterly called The D�al; but they had a
further consequence �n the creat�on of the soc�ety called the "Brook
Farm" �n 1841. Many of these persons who had compared the�r
notes around �n the l�brar�es of each other upon speculat�ve matters,
became �mpat�ent of speculat�on, and w�shed to put �t �nto pract�ce.
Mr. George R�pley, w�th some of h�s assoc�ates, establ�shed a
soc�ety, of wh�ch the pr�nc�ple was, that the members should be
stockholders, and that wh�le some depos�ted money others should
be allowed to g�ve the�r labor �n d�fferent k�nds as an equ�valent for
money. It conta�ned very many �nterest�ng and agreeable persons.
Mr. Curt�s of New York, and h�s brother of Engl�sh Oxford, were
members of the fam�ly; from the f�rst also was Theodore Parker; Mr.
Morton of Plymouth—engaged �n the f�sher�es—eccentr�c; he bu�lt a
house upon the farm, and he and h�s fam�ly cont�nued �n �t t�ll the
end; Margaret Fuller, w�th her joyous conversat�ons and sympath�es.
Many persons gave character and attract�veness to the place. The
farm cons�sted of 200 acres, and occup�ed some spot near Reedv�lle
camp of later years. In and around �t, whether as members,
boarders, or v�s�tors, were remarkable persons for character, �ntellect
and accompl�shments. * * * The Rev. Wm. H. Chann�ng, now of
London, student of Soc�al�sm �n France and England, was a frequent
sojourner here, and �n perfect sympathy w�th the exper�ment. * * *

"Brook Farm ex�sted s�x or seven years, when the soc�ety broke up
and the farm was sold, and all part�es came out w�th a loss; some
had spent on �t the accumulat�ons of years. At the moment all
regarded �t as a fa�lure; but I do not th�nk that all so regard �t now, but
probably as an �mportant chapter �n the�r exper�ence, wh�ch has
been of l�fe-long value. What knowledge has �t not afforded them!
What personal power wh�ch the stud�es of character have g�ven:
what accumulated culture many members owe to �t; what mutual
pleasure they took of each other! A close un�on l�ke that �n a sh�p's
cab�n, of persons �n var�ous cond�t�ons; clergymen, young colleg�ans,



merchants, mechan�cs, farmers' sons and daughters, w�th men of
rare opportun�t�es and culture."

Mr. Emerson's lecture �s doubtless rel�able on the ma�n po�nt for
wh�ch we quote from �t—the Un�tar�an and Chann�ng-ar�an or�g�n of
Brook Farm—but certa�nly superf�c�al �n �ts v�ew of the substant�al
character and f�nal purpose of that Commun�ty. Brook Farm, though
Amer�can and Un�tar�an �n �ts or�g�n, became afterward the ch�ef
representat�ve and propagat�ve organ of Four�er�sm, as we shall
ult�mately show. The very blossom of the exper�ment, by wh�ch �t
seeded the nat�on and perpetuated �ts spec�es, was �ts per�od�cal,
The Harb�nger, and th�s belonged ent�rely to the Four�er�st�c per�od of
�ts career. Emerson d�lates on The D�al, but does not allude to The
Harb�nger. In thus �gnor�ng the publ�c funct�on by wh�ch Brook Farm
was s�gnally related to the great soc�al�st�c rev�val of 1843, and to the
whole of Amer�can Soc�al�sm, Emerson m�sses what we conce�ve to
be the ma�n s�gn�f�cance of the exper�ment, and �ndeed of
Un�tar�an�sm �tself.

And here we may say, �n pass�ng, that th�s br�ll�ant Commun�ty has
a r�ght to compla�n that �ts story should have to be told by al�ens.
Emerson, who was not a member of �t, nor �n sympathy w�th the
soc�al�st�c movement to wh�ch �t abandoned �tself, has volunteered a
lecture of rem�n�scences; and Hawthorne, who jo�ned �t only to j�lt �t,
has g�ven the world a poet�co-sneer�ng romance about �t; and that �s
all the f�rst-hand �nformat�on we have, except what can be gleaned
from obsolete per�od�cals. George W�ll�am Curt�s, though he was a
member, coolly excla�ms �n Harper's Magaz�ne:

"Strangely enough, Hawthorne �s l�kely to be the ch�ef future
author�ty upon 'the romant�c ep�sode' of Brook Farm. Those who had
�t at heart more than he, whose fa�th and energy were all devoted to
�ts development, and many of whom have every ab�l�ty to make a
permanent record, have never done so, and �t �s already so much a
th�ng of the past, that �t w�ll probably never be done."

In the name of h�story we ask, Why has not George W�ll�am Curt�s
h�mself made the permanent record? Why has not George R�pley
taken the story out of the mouths of the sneerers? Brook Farm m�ght



tell �ts own story through h�m, for he was Brook Farm. It was George
R�pley who took �nto h�s heart the �nsp�rat�on of Dr. Chann�ng, and
went to work l�ke a hero to make a fact of �t; wh�le Emerson stood by
sm�l�ng �ncredul�ty. It was R�pley who put on h�s frock and carted
manure, and set Hawthorne shovel�ng, and d�d h�s best for years to
keep work go�ng, that the Commun�ty m�ght pay as well as play. It
was no "p�cn�c" or "romant�c ep�sode" or chance meet�ng "�n a sh�p's
cab�n" to h�m. H�s whole soul was bent on mak�ng a home of �t. If a
man's f�rst-born, �n whom h�s heart �s bound up, d�es at s�x years old,
that does not turn the whole affa�r �nto a joke. There were others of
the same sp�r�t, but R�pley was the center of them.

Brook Farm came very near be�ng a rel�g�ous Commun�ty. It
�nher�ted the sp�r�t of Dr. Chann�ng and of Transcendental�sm. The
�nsp�rat�on �n the m�dst of wh�ch �t was born, was �ntensely l�terary,
but also rel�g�ous. The Brook Farmers refer to �t as the "rev�val," the
"newness," the "rena�ssance." There was ev�dently an afflatus on the
men, and they wrote and acted as they were moved. The D�al was
the or�g�nal organ of th�s afflatus, and conta�ns many art�cles that are
ed�fy�ng to Chr�st�ans of good d�gest�on. It was publ�shed quarterly,
and the four volumes of �t (s�xteen numbers) extended from July
1840 to Apr�l 1844.

The f�rst not�ce we f�nd of Brook Farm �s �n connect�on w�th an
art�cle �n the second volume of The D�al (Oct. 1841), ent�tled, "A
Gl�mpse of Chr�st's Idea of Soc�ety." The wr�ter of th�s most devout
essay was M�ss El�zabeth P. Peabody, then and s�nce a
d�st�ngu�shed l�terary lady. She was ev�dently �n full sympathy w�th
the "newness" out of wh�ch Brook Farm �ssued. Margaret Fuller, one
of the const�tuents of Brook Farm, was ed�tress of The D�al, and thus
sanct�oned the essay. Its reference to Brook Farm �s avowed �n a
note at the end, and �n a subsequent art�cle. The follow�ng extracts
g�ve us

THE ORIGINAL IDEAL OF BROOK FARM.
[From The D�al, Oct. 1841.]



"Wh�le we acknowledge the natural growth, the good des�gn, and
the noble effects of the apostol�c church, and w�sh we had �t, �n place
of our own more formal ones, we should not do so small just�ce to
the d�v�ne soul of Jesus of Nazareth, as to adm�t that �t was a ma�n
purpose of h�s to found �t, or that when �t was founded �t real�zed h�s
�dea of human soc�ety. Indeed we probably do �njust�ce to the
apostles themselves, �n suppos�ng that they cons�dered the�r
churches anyth�ng more than �n�t�atory. The�r language �mpl�es that
they looked forward to a t�me when the uttermost parts of the earth
should be �nher�ted by the�r beloved master; and beyond th�s, when
even the name, wh�ch �s st�ll above every name, should be lost �n the
glory of the Father, who �s to be all �n all.

"Some persons, �ndeed, refer all th�s sort of language to another
world; but th�s �s gratu�tously done. Both Jesus and the apostles
speak of l�fe as the same �n both worlds. For themselves �nd�v�dually
they could not but speak pr�nc�pally of another world; but they �mply
no more than that death �s an acc�dent, wh�ch would not prevent, but
hasten the enjoyment of that d�v�ne l�fe, wh�ch they were labor�ng to
make poss�ble to all men, �n t�me as well as �n etern�ty. * * *

"The K�ngdom of Heaven, as �t lay �n the clear sp�r�t of Jesus of
Nazareth, �s r�s�ng aga�n upon v�s�on. Nay, th�s K�ngdom beg�ns to be
seen not only �n rel�g�ous ecstasy, �n moral v�s�on, but �n the l�ght of
common sense, and the human understand�ng. Soc�al sc�ence
beg�ns to ver�fy the prophecy of poetry. The t�me has come when
men ask themselves what Jesus meant when he sa�d, 'Inasmuch as
ye have not done �t unto the least of these l�ttle ones, ye have not
done �t unto me.'

"No sooner �s �t surm�sed that the K�ngdom of Heaven and the
Chr�st�an Church are the same th�ng, and that th�s th�ng �s not an
assoc�at�on outs�de of soc�ety, but a reörgan�zat�on of soc�ety �tself,
on those very pr�nc�ples of love to God and love to man, wh�ch Jesus
Chr�st real�zed �n h�s own da�ly l�fe, than we perce�ve the day of
judgment for soc�ety �s come, and all the words of Chr�st are so
many trumpets of doom. For before the judgment-seat of h�s
say�ngs, how do our governments, our trades, our et�quettes, even
our benevolent �nst�tut�ons and churches look? What church �n



Chr�stendom, that numbers among �ts members a pauper or a negro,
may stand the thunder of that one word, 'Inasmuch as ye have not
done �t to the least of these l�ttle ones, ye have not done �t unto me?'
And yet the church of Chr�st, the K�ngdom of Heaven, has not come
upon earth, accord�ng to our da�ly prayer, unless not only every
church, but every trade, every form of soc�al �ntercourse, every
�nst�tut�on pol�t�cal or other, can ab�de th�s test. * * *

"One would th�nk from the tone of conservat�ves, that Jesus
accepted the soc�ety around h�m, as an adequate framework for
�nd�v�dual development �nto beauty and l�fe, �nstead of call�ng h�s
d�sc�ples 'out of the world.' We ma�nta�n, on the other hand, that
Chr�st des�red to reörgan�ze soc�ety, and went to a depth of pr�nc�ple
and a magn�f�cence of plan for th�s end, wh�ch has never been
apprec�ated, except here and there, by an �nd�v�dual, st�ll less been
carr�ed out. * * *

"There are men and women, who have dared to say to one
another, Why not have our da�ly l�fe organ�zed on Chr�st's own �dea?
Why not beg�n to move the mounta�n of custom and convent�on?
Perhaps Jesus's method of thought and l�fe �s the Sav�or—�s
Chr�st�an�ty! For each man to th�nk and l�ve on th�s method �s
perhaps the Second Com�ng of Chr�st. To do unto the l�ttle ones as
we would do unto h�m, would be perhaps the re�gn of the Sa�nts—the
K�ngdom of Heaven. We have h�therto heard of Chr�st by the hear�ng
of the ear; now let us see h�m, let us be h�m, and see what w�ll come
of that. Let us commun�cate w�th each other and l�ve. * * *

"There have been some plans and exper�ments of Commun�ty
attempted �n th�s country, wh�ch, l�ke those elsewhere, are �nterest�ng
ch�efly as �nd�cat�ng paths �n wh�ch we should not go. Some have
fa�led because the�r ph�losophy of human nature was �nadequate,
and the�r establ�shments d�d not regard man as he �s, w�th all the
elements of dev�l and angel w�th�n h�s actual const�tut�on. Br�sbane
has made a plan worthy of study �n some of �ts features, but err�ng �n
the same manner. He does not go down �nto a suff�c�ent sp�r�tual
depth, to lay foundat�ons wh�ch may support h�s superstructure. Our
�mag�nat�on before we reflect, no less than our reason after



reflect�on, rebels aga�nst th�s attempt to c�rcumvent moral freedom,
and �mpr�son �t �n h�s Phalanx. * *

"The church of Chr�st's Idea, world-embrac�ng, can be founded on
noth�ng short of fa�th �n the un�versal man, as he comes out of the
hands of the Creator, w�th no law over h�s l�berty, but the Eternal
Ideas that l�e at the foundat�on of h�s Be�ng. Are you a man? Th�s �s
the only quest�on that �s to be asked of a member of human soc�ety.
And the enounced laws of that soc�ety should be an elast�c med�um
of these Ideas; prov�d�ng for the�r everlast�ng unfold�ng �nto new
forms of �nfluence, so that the man of t�me should be the growth of
etern�ty, consc�ously and man�festly.

"To form such a soc�ety as th�s �s a great problem, whose perfect
solut�on w�ll take all the ages of t�me; but let the Sp�r�t of God move
freely over the great deep of soc�al ex�stence, and a creat�ve l�ght w�ll
come at h�s word; and after that long even�ng �n wh�ch we are l�v�ng,
the morn�ng of the f�rst day shall dawn on a Chr�st�an soc�ety. * * *

"N.B. A Postscr�pt to th�s Essay, g�v�ng an account of a spec�f�c
attempt to real�ze �ts pr�nc�ples, w�ll appear �n the next number."

Thus, accord�ng to th�s wr�ter, Brook Farm, �n �ts �ncept�on, was an
effort to establ�sh the k�ngdom of God on earth; that k�ngdom �n
wh�ch "the w�ll of God shall be done as �t �s done �n heaven;" a h�gher
state than that of the apostol�c church; worthy even to be called the
Second Com�ng of Chr�st, and the beg�nn�ng of the day of judgment!
A h�gh rel�g�ous a�m, surely! and much l�ke that proposed by the
Shakers and other successful Commun�t�es, that have the reputat�on
of be�ng fanat�cal.

The reader w�ll not�ce that M�ss Peabody, on behalf of Brook Farm,
d�scla�ms Four�er�sm, wh�ch was then just beg�nn�ng to be heard of
through Br�sbane's Soc�al Dest�ny of Man, f�rst publ�shed �n 1840.

In the next number of The D�al M�ss Peabody fulf�lls her prom�se of
�nformat�on about Brook Farm, �n an art�cle ent�tled, "Plan of the
West Roxbury Commun�ty." Some extracts w�ll g�ve an �dea of the
f�rst totter�ng steps of the �nfant enterpr�se:



THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION OF BROOK FARM.
[From The D�al, Jan. 1842.]

"In the last number of The D�al, were some remarks, under the
perhaps amb�t�ous t�tle of, 'A Gl�mpse of Chr�st's Idea of Soc�ety;' �n a
note to wh�ch �t was �nt�mated, that �n th�s number would be g�ven an
account of an attempt to real�ze �n some degree th�s great Ideal, by a
l�ttle company �n the m�dst of us, as yet w�thout name or v�s�ble
ex�stence. The attempt �s made on a very small scale. A few
�nd�v�duals, who, unknown to each other, under d�fferent d�sc�pl�nes
of l�fe, react�ng from d�fferent soc�al ev�ls, but a�m�ng at the same
object,—of be�ng wholly true to the�r natures as men and women—
have been made acqua�nted w�th one another, and have determ�ned
to become the Faculty of the Embryo Un�vers�ty.

"In order to l�ve a rel�g�ous and moral l�fe worthy the name, they
feel �t �s necessary to come out �n some degree from the world, and
to form themselves �nto a commun�ty of property, so far as to exclude
compet�t�on and the ord�nary rules of trade; wh�le they reserve
suff�c�ent pr�vate property, or the means of obta�n�ng �t, for all
purposes of �ndependence, and �solat�on at w�ll. They have bought a
farm, �n order to make agr�culture the bas�s of the�r l�fe, �t be�ng the
most d�rect and s�mple �n relat�on to nature. A true l�fe, although �t
a�ms beyond the h�ghest star, �s redolent of the healthy earth. The
perfume of clover l�ngers about �t. The low�ng of cattle �s the natural
bass to the melody of human vo�ces. [Here we have the old farm�ng
hobby of the soc�al�sts.] * * *

"The plan of the Commun�ty, as an economy, �s �n br�ef th�s: for all
who have property to take stock, and rece�ve a f�xed �nterest
thereon: then to keep house or board �n commons, as they shall
severally des�re, at the cost of prov�s�ons purchased at wholesale, or
ra�sed on the farm; and for all to labor �n commun�ty, and be pa�d at a
certa�n rate an hour, choos�ng the�r own number of hours, and the�r
own k�nd of work. W�th the results of th�s labor and the�r �nterest, they
are to pay the�r board, and also purchase whatever else they requ�re
at cost, at the warehouses of the Commun�ty, wh�ch are to be f�lled



by the Commun�ty as such. To perfect th�s economy, �n the course of
t�me they must have all trades and all modes of bus�ness carr�ed on
among themselves, from the lowest mechan�cal trade, wh�ch
contr�butes to the health and comfort of l�fe, to the f�nest art, wh�ch
adorns �t w�th food or drapery for the m�nd.

"All labor, whether bod�ly or �ntellectual, �s to be pa�d at the same
rate of wages; on the pr�nc�ple that as the labor becomes merely
bod�ly, �t �s a greater sacr�f�ce to the �nd�v�dual laborer to g�ve h�s t�me
to �t; because t�me �s des�rable for the cult�vat�on of the �ntellectual, �n
exact proport�on to �gnorance. Bes�des, �ntellectual labor �nvolves �n
�tself h�gher pleasures, and �s more �ts own reward, than bod�ly
labor. * * *

"After becom�ng members of th�s Commun�ty, none w�ll be
engaged merely �n bod�ly labor. The hours of labor for the
Assoc�at�on w�ll be l�m�ted by a general law, and can be curta�led at
the w�ll of the �nd�v�dual st�ll more; and means w�ll be g�ven to all for
�ntellectual �mprovement and for soc�al �ntercourse, calculated to
ref�ne and expand. The hours redeemed from labor by commun�ty,
w�ll not be re-appl�ed to the acqu�s�t�on of wealth, but to the
product�on of �ntellectual goods. Th�s Commun�ty a�ms to be r�ch, not
�n the metall�c representat�ve of wealth, but �n the wealth �tself, wh�ch
money should represent; namely, LEISURE TO LIVE IN ALL THE
FACULTIES OF THE SOUL. As a Commun�ty, �t w�ll traff�c w�th the world
at large, �n the products of agr�cultural labor; and �t w�ll sell educat�on
to as many young persons as can be domest�cated �n the fam�l�es,
and enter �nto the common l�fe w�th the�r own ch�ldren. In the end �t
hopes to be enabled to prov�de, not only all the necessar�es, but all
the elegances des�rable for bod�ly and for sp�r�tual health: books,
apparatus, collect�ons for sc�ence, works of art, means of beaut�ful
amusement. These th�ngs are to be common to all; and thus that
object, wh�ch alone g�lds and ref�nes the pass�on for �nd�v�dual
accumulat�on, w�ll no longer ex�st for des�re, and whenever the
sord�d pass�on appears, �t w�ll be seen �n �ts naked self�shness. In �ts
ult�mate success, the Commun�ty w�ll real�ze all the ends wh�ch
self�shness seeks, but �nvolved �n sp�r�tual bless�ngs, wh�ch only
greatness of soul can asp�re after.



"And the requ�s�t�ons on the �nd�v�duals, �t �s bel�eved, w�ll make
th�s the order forever. The sp�r�tual good w�ll always be the cond�t�on
of the temporal. Every one must labor for the Commun�ty �n a
reasonable degree, or not taste �ts benef�ts. * * * Whoever �s w�ll�ng
to rece�ve from h�s fellow men that for wh�ch he g�ves no equ�valent,
w�ll stay away from �ts prec�ncts forever. But whoever shall surrender
h�mself to �ts pr�nc�ples, shall f�nd that �ts yoke �s easy and �ts burden
l�ght. Everyth�ng can be sa�d of �t, �n a degree, wh�ch Chr�st sa�d of
h�s k�ngdom, and therefore �t �s bel�eved that �n some measure �t
does embody h�s �dea. For �ts gate of entrance �s stra�t and narrow. It
�s l�terally a pearl h�dden �n a f�eld. Those only who are w�ll�ng to lose
the�r l�fe for �ts sake shall f�nd �t. Its vo�ce �s that wh�ch sent the young
man sorrow�ng away: 'Go sell all thy goods and g�ve to the poor, and
then come and follow me.' 'Seek f�rst the k�ngdom of Heaven and �ts
r�ghteousness, and all other th�ngs shall be added to you.' * * *

"There may be some persons at a d�stance, who w�ll ask, To what
degree has th�s Commun�ty gone �nto operat�on? We can not answer
th�s w�th prec�s�on, but we have a r�ght to say that �t has purchased
the farm wh�ch some of �ts members cult�vated for a year w�th
success, by way of try�ng the�r love and sk�ll for agr�cultural labor;
that �n the only house they are as yet r�ch enough to own, �s
collected a large fam�ly, �nclud�ng several board�ng scholars, and that
all work and study together. They seem to be glad to know of all who
des�re to jo�n them �n the sp�r�t, that at any moment, when they are
able to enlarge the�r hab�tat�ons, they may call together those that
belong to them."

Thus far �t �s ev�dent that Brook Farm was not a Four�er format�on.
Whether the beg�nn�ngs of the exc�tement about Four�er�sm may not
have secretly affected Dr. Chann�ng and the Transcendental�sts, we
can not say. Br�sbane's f�rst publ�cat�on and Dr. Chann�ng's f�rst
suggest�on of a Commun�ty (accord�ng to Emerson) took place �n the
same year—1840. But Brook Farm, as reported by M�ss Peabody,
up to January 1842 had noth�ng to do w�th Four�er�sm, but was an
or�g�nal Yankee attempt to embody Chr�st�an�ty as understood by
Un�tar�ans and Transcendental�sts; hav�ng a const�tut�on (wr�tten or



unwr�tten) �nvented perhaps by R�pley, or suggested by the collect�ve
w�sdom of the assoc�ates. W�thout any great sc�ent�f�c theory, �t
started as other Yankee exper�ments have done, w�th the purpose of
feel�ng �ts way toward co-operat�on, by the l�ght of exper�ence and
common sense; beg�nn�ng caut�ously, as was proper, w�th the
general plan of jo�nt-stock; but call�ng �tself a Commun�ty, and
ev�dently bew�tched w�th the �dea wh�ch �s the essent�al charm of all
Soc�al�sms, that �t �s poss�ble to comb�ne many fam�l�es �nto one
great home. Moreover thus far there was no "advert�s�ng for a w�fe,"
no gather�ng by publ�c proclamat�on. The two cond�t�ons of success
wh�ch we named as pr�mary �n a prev�ous chapter, v�z., rel�g�ous
pr�nc�ple and prev�ous acqua�ntance, were apparently secured. The
nucleus was small �n number, and well kn�t together by mutual
acqua�ntance and sp�r�tual sympathy. In all th�s, Brook Farm was the
oppos�te of New Harmony.

If we take Rev. W�ll�am H. Chann�ng, nephew and successor of Dr.
Chann�ng, as the exponent of Brook Farm—wh�ch we may safely do,
s�nce Emerson says he was "a frequent sojourner there, and �n
perfect sympathy w�th the exper�ment"—we have ev�dence that the
Commun�ty had not fallen �nto the ranks of Four�er�sm at a
cons�derably later per�od. On the 15th of September 1843, Mr.
Chann�ng commenced publ�sh�ng �n New York a monthly Magaz�ne
called The Present, the ma�n object of wh�ch was nearly the same as
that of The D�al, v�z., the d�scuss�on of rel�g�ous Soc�al�sm, as
understood at Brook Farm and among the Transcendental�sts; and �n
h�s th�rd number (Nov. 15) he used language concern�ng Four�er,
wh�ch The Phalanx, Br�sbane's organ (then also just commenc�ng),
cr�t�c�sed as d�srespectful and pa�nfully offens�ve.

From th�s �nd�cat�on, sl�ght as �t �s, we may safely conclude that the
amalgamat�on of Brook Farm and Four�er�sm had not taken place up
to November 1843, wh�ch was more than two years after M�ss
Peabody's announcement of the b�rth of the Commun�ty. So far
Brook Farm was Amer�can and rel�g�ous, and stood related to the
Four�er rev�val only as a preparat�on. So far �t was Chann�ng's Brook
Farm. Its story after �t became Four�er's Brook Farm w�ll be reserved
for the end of our h�story of Four�er�sm.



CHAPTER XII.

HOPEDALE.ToC

Th�s Commun�ty was another ant�c�pat�on of Four�er�sm, put forth
by Massachusetts. It was s�m�lar �n many respects to Brook Farm,
and �n �ts or�g�n nearly contemporaneous. It was �ntensely rel�g�ous �n
�ts �deal. As Brook Farm was the blossom of Un�tar�an�sm, so
Hopedale was the blossom of Un�versal�sm. Rev. Ad�n Ballou, the
founder, was a relat�ve of the Rev. Hosea Ballou, and thus a sc�on of
the royal fam�ly of the Un�versal�sts. M�lford, the s�te of the
Commun�ty, was the scene of Dr. Wh�ttemore's f�rst m�n�ster�al
labors.

Hopedale held on �ts way through the Four�er rev�val, sol�tary and
�ndependent, and consequently never atta�ned so much publ�c
d�st�nct�on as Brook Farm and other Assoc�at�ons that aff�l�ated
themselves to Four�er�sm; but cons�dered by �tself as a Yankee
attempt to solve the soc�al�st�c problem, �t deserves more attent�on
than any of them. Our judgment of �t, after some study, may be
summed up thus: As �t came nearest to be�ng a rel�g�ous commun�ty,
so �t commenced earl�er, lasted longer, and was really more sc�ent�f�c
and sens�ble than any of the other exper�ments of the Four�er epoch.

Brook Farm was talked about �n 1840, but we f�nd no ev�dence of
�ts organ�zat�on t�ll the fall of 1841. Whereas Mr. Ballou's Commun�ty
dates �ts f�rst compact from January 1841; though �t d�d not
commence operat�ons at Hopedale t�ll Apr�l 1842.



The North Amer�can Phalanx �s reputed to have outl�ved all the
other Assoc�at�ons of the Four�er epoch; but we f�nd, on close
exam�nat�on of dates, that Hopedale not only was born before �t, but
l�ved after �t. The North Amer�can commenced �n 1843, and
d�ssolved �n 1855. Hopedale commenced �n 1841, and lasted
certa�nly t�ll 1856 or 1857. Ballou publ�shed an elaborate expos�t�on
of �t �n the w�nter of 1854-5, and at that t�me Hopedale was at �ts
h�ghest po�nt of success and prom�se. We can not f�nd the exact date
of �ts d�ssolut�on, but �t �s reported to have atta�ned �ts seventeenth
year, wh�ch would carry �t to 1858. Indeed �t �s sa�d there �s a shell of
an organ�zat�on there now, wh�ch has cont�nued from the
Commun�ty, hav�ng a Pres�dent, Secretary, &c., and hold�ng
occas�onal meet�ngs; but �ts pr�nc�pal funct�on at present �s the care
of the v�llage cemetery.

As to the theory and const�tut�onal mer�ts of the Hopedale
Commun�ty, the reader shall judge for h�mself. Here �s an expos�t�on
publ�shed �n tract form by Mr. Ballou �n 1851, outl�n�ng the scheme
wh�ch was fully elaborated �n h�s subsequent book:

"The Hopedale Commun�ty, or�g�nally called Fraternal Commun�ty,
No. 1, was formed at Mendon, Massachusetts, January 28, 1841, by
about th�rty �nd�v�duals from d�fferent parts of the State. In the course
of that year they purchased what was called the 'Jones Farm,' al�as
'The Dale,' �n M�lford. Th�s estate they named H�������—jo�n�ng the
word 'Hope' to �ts anc�ent des�gnat�on, as s�gn�f�cant of the great
th�ngs they hoped for from a very humble and unprop�t�ous
beg�nn�ng. About the f�rst of Apr�l 1842, a part of the members took
possess�on of the�r farm and commenced operat�ons under as many
d�sadvantages as can well be �mag�ned. The�r present doma�n
(December 1, 1851), �nclud�ng all the lands purchased at d�fferent
t�mes, conta�ns about 500 acres. The�r v�llage cons�sts of about th�rty
new dwell�ng-houses, three mechan�c shops, w�th water-power,
carpenter�ng and other mach�nery, a small chapel, used also for the
purposes of educat�on, and the old dom�c�le, w�th the barns and out-
bu�ld�ngs much �mproved. There are now at Hopedale some th�rty-s�x



fam�l�es, bes�des s�ngle persons, youth and ch�ldren, mak�ng �n all a
populat�on of about 175 souls.

"It �s often asked, What are the pecul�ar�t�es, and what the
advantages of the Hopedale Commun�ty? Its lead�ng pecul�ar�t�es are
the follow�ng:

"1. It �s a church of Chr�st (so far as any human organ�zat�on of
professed Chr�st�ans, w�th�n a part�cular local�ty, have the r�ght to
cla�m that t�tle), based on a s�mple declarat�on of fa�th �n the rel�g�on
of Jesus Chr�st, as he taught and exempl�f�ed �t, accord�ng to the
scr�ptures of the New Testament, and of acknowledged subject�on to
all the moral obl�gat�ons of that rel�g�on. No person can be a member,
who does not cord�ally assent to th�s comprehens�ve declarat�on.
Hav�ng g�ven suff�c�ent ev�dence of truthfulness �n mak�ng such a
profess�on, each �nd�v�dual �s left to judge for h�m or herself, w�th
ent�re freedom, what abstract doctr�nes are taught, and also what
external rel�g�ous r�tes are enjo�ned �n the rel�g�on of Chr�st. No
prec�se theolog�cal dogmas, ord�nances or ceremon�es are
prescr�bed or proh�b�ted. In such matters all the members are free,
w�th mutual love and tolerat�on, to follow the�r own h�ghest
conv�ct�ons of truth and rel�g�ous duty, answerable only to the great
Head of the true Church Un�versal. But �n pract�cal Chr�st�an�ty th�s
church �s prec�se and str�ct. There �ts essent�als are spec�f�c. It �ns�sts
on supreme love to God and man—that love wh�ch 'worketh no �ll' to
fr�end or foe. It enjo�ns total abst�nence from all God-contemn�ng
words and deeds; all unchast�ty; all �ntox�cat�ng beverages; all oath-
tak�ng; all slave-hold�ng and pro-slavery comprom�ses; all war and
preparat�ons for war; all cap�tal and other v�nd�ct�ve pun�shments; all
�nsurrect�onary, sed�t�ous, mobocrat�c and personal v�olence aga�nst
any government, soc�ety, fam�ly or �nd�v�dual; all voluntary
part�c�pat�on �n any ant�-Chr�st�an government, under prom�se of
unqual�f�ed support—whether by do�ng m�l�tary serv�ce, commenc�ng
act�ons at law, hold�ng off�ce, vot�ng, pet�t�on�ng for penal laws, a�d�ng
a legal posse by �njur�ous force, or ask�ng publ�c �nterference for
protect�on wh�ch can be g�ven only by such force; all res�stance of
ev�l w�th ev�l; �n f�ne, from all th�ngs known to be s�nful aga�nst God or
human nature. Th�s �s �ts acknowledged obl�gatory r�ghteousness. It



does not expect �mmed�ate and exact perfect�on of �ts members, but
holds up th�s pract�cal Chr�st�an standard, that all may do the�r
utmost to reach �t, and at least be made sens�ble of the�r
shortcom�ngs. Such are the pecul�ar�t�es of the Hopedale Commun�ty
as a church.

"2. It �s a C�v�l State, a m�n�ature Chr�st�an Republ�c, ex�st�ng
w�th�n, peaceably subject to, and tolerated by the governments of
Massachusetts and the Un�ted States, but otherw�se a
commonwealth complete w�th�n �tself. Those governments tax and
control �ts property, accord�ng to the�r own laws, return�ng less to �t
than they exact from �t. It makes them no cr�m�nals to pun�sh, no
d�sorders to repress, no paupers to support, no burdens to bear. It
asks of them no corporate powers, no m�l�tary or penal protect�on. It
has �ts own Const�tut�on, laws, regulat�ons and mun�c�pal pol�ce; �ts
own Leg�slat�ve, Jud�c�ary and Execut�ve author�t�es; �ts own
educat�onal system of operat�ons; �ts own methods of a�d and rel�ef;
�ts own moral and rel�g�ous safeguards; �ts own f�re �nsurance and
sav�ngs �nst�tut�ons; �ts own �nternal arrangements for the hold�ng of
property, the management of �ndustry, and the ra�s�ng of revenue; �n
fact, all the elements and organ�c const�tuents of a Chr�st�an
Republ�c, on a m�n�ature scale. There �s no Red Republ�can�sm �n �t,
because �t eschews blood; yet �t �s the seedl�ng of the true
Democrat�c and Soc�al Republ�c, where�n ne�ther caste, color, sex
nor age stands proscr�bed, but every human be�ng shares justly �n
'L�berty, Equal�ty and Fratern�ty.' Such �s The Hopedale Commun�ty
as a C�v�l State.

"3. It �s a un�versal rel�g�ous, moral, ph�lanthrop�c, and soc�al
reform Assoc�at�on. It �s a M�ss�onary Soc�ety, for the promulgat�on of
New Testament Chr�st�an�ty, the reformat�on of the nom�nal church,
and the convers�on of the world. It �s a moral suas�on Temperance
Soc�ety on the teetotal bas�s. It �s a moral power Ant�-Slavery
Soc�ety, rad�cal and w�thout comprom�se. It �s a Peace Soc�ety on the
only �mpregnable foundat�on of Chr�st�an non-res�stance. It �s a
sound theoret�cal and pract�cal Woman's R�ghts Assoc�at�on. It �s a
Char�table Soc�ety for the rel�ef of suffer�ng human�ty, to the extent of
�ts humble ab�l�ty. It �s an Educat�onal Soc�ety, prepar�ng to act an



�mportant part �n the tra�n�ng of the young. It �s a soc�al�st�c
Commun�ty, successfully actual�z�ng, as well as promulgat�ng,
pract�cal Chr�st�an Soc�al�sm—the only k�nd of Soc�al�sm l�kely to
establ�sh a true soc�al state on earth. The members of th�s
Commun�ty are not under the necess�ty of �mport�ng from abroad any
of these valuable reforms, or of keep�ng up a d�st�nct organ�zat�on for
each of them, or of transport�ng themselves to other places �n search
of sympath�zers. The�r own Newcastle can furn�sh coal for home-
consumpt�on, and some to supply the wants of �ts ne�ghbors. Such �s
the Hopedale Commun�ty as a Un�versal Reform Assoc�at�on on
Chr�st�an pr�nc�ples.

"What are �ts Advantages?
"1. It affords a theoret�cal and pract�cal �llustrat�on of the way

whereby all human be�ngs, w�ll�ng to adopt �t, may become
�nd�v�dually and soc�ally happy. It clearly sets forth the pr�nc�ples to
be rece�ved, the r�ghteousness to be exempl�f�ed, and the soc�al
arrangements to be entered �nto, �n order to th�s happ�ness. It �s �n
�tself a cap�tal school for self-correct�on and �mprovement. No where
else on earth �s there a more expl�c�t, understandable, pract�cable
system of ways and means for those who really des�re to enter �nto
usefulness, peace and rat�onal enjoyment. Th�s w�ll one day be seen
and acknowledged by mult�tudes who now know noth�ng of �t, or
know�ng, desp�se �t, or conced�ng �ts excellence, are unw�ll�ng to bow
to �ts wholesome requ�s�t�ons. 'Yet the w�ll�ng and the obed�ent shall
eat the good of the land.'

"2. It guarantees to all �ts members and dependents employment,
at least adequate to a comfortable subs�stence; rel�ef �n want,
s�ckness or d�stress; decent opportun�t�es for rel�g�ous, moral and
�ntellectual culture; an orderly, well regulated ne�ghborhood; fraternal
counsel, fellowsh�p and protect�on under all c�rcumstances; and a
su�table sphere of �nd�v�dual enterpr�se and respons�b�l�ty, �n wh�ch
each one may, by due self-exert�on, elevate h�mself to the h�ghest
po�nt of h�s capab�l�t�es.

"3. It solves the problem wh�ch has so long puzzled Soc�al�sts, the
harmon�zat�on of just �nd�v�dual freedom w�th soc�al co-operat�on.



Here ex�sts a system of arrangements, s�mple and effect�ve, under
wh�ch all cap�tal, �ndustry, trade, talent, sk�ll and pecul�ar g�fts may
freely operate and co-operate, w�th no restr�ct�ons other than those
wh�ch Chr�st�an moral�ty every where r�ghtfully �mposes, constantly to
the advantage of each and all. All may thr�ve together as �nd�v�duals
and as a Commun�ty, w�thout degrad�ng or �mpover�sh�ng any. Th�s
excellent system of arrangements �n �ts present completeness �s the
result of var�ous and w�sely �mproved exper�ences.

"4. It affords a peaceful and congen�al home for all consc�ent�ous
persons, of whatsoever rel�g�ous sect, class or descr�pt�on
heretofore, who now embrace pract�cal Chr�st�an�ty, substant�ally as
th�s Commun�ty holds �t, and can no longer fellowsh�p the popular
rel�g�on�sts and pol�t�c�ans. Such need sympathy, co-operat�on and
fraternal assoc�at�on, w�thout undue �nterference �n relat�on to non-
essent�al pecul�ar�t�es. Here they may f�nd what they need. Here they
may g�ve and rece�ve strength by rat�onal, l�beral Chr�st�an un�on.

"5. It affords a most des�rable opportun�ty for those who mean to
be pract�cal Chr�st�ans �n the use of property, talent, sk�ll or
product�ve �ndustry, to �nvest them. Here those goods and g�fts may
all be so employed as to benef�t the�r possessors to the full extent of
just�ce, wh�le at the same t�me they afford a�d to the less favored,
help bu�ld up a soc�al state free from the ev�ls of �rrel�g�on, �gnorance,
poverty and v�ce, promote the regenerat�on of the race, and thus
resolve themselves �nto treasure la�d up where ne�ther moth, nor
rust, nor th�eves can reach them. Here property �s preëm�nently safe,
useful and benef�cent. It �s Chr�st�an�zed. So, �n a good degree, are
talent, sk�ll, and product�ve �ndustry.

"6. It affords small scope, place or encouragement for the
unpr�nc�pled, corrupt, supremely self�sh, proud, amb�t�ous, m�serly,
sord�d, quarrelsome, brutal, v�olent, lawless, f�ckle, h�gh-fly�ng,
loafer�sh, �dle, v�c�ous, env�ous and m�sch�ef-mak�ng. It �s no
parad�se for such; unless they voluntar�ly make �t f�rst a moral
pen�tent�ary. Such w�ll hasten to more congen�al local�t�es; thus
mak�ng room for the upr�ght, useful and peaceable.



"7. It affords a beg�nn�ng, a spec�men and a presage of a new and
glor�ous soc�al Chr�stendom—a grand confederat�on of s�m�lar
Commun�t�es—a world ult�mately regenerated and Eden�zed. All th�s
shall be �n the forthcom�ng future.

"The Hopedale Commun�ty was born �n obscur�ty, cradled �n
poverty, tra�ned �n advers�ty, and has grown to a prom�s�ng
ch�ldhood, under the D�v�ne guard�ansh�p, �n sp�te of numberless
detr�ments. The bold pred�ct�ons of many who desp�sed �ts puny
�nfancy have proved false. The fears of t�m�d and compass�onate
fr�ends that �t would certa�nly fa�l have been put to rest. Even the
repeated desert�on of professed fr�ends, d�sheartened by �ts
�mperfect�ons, or al�enated by too heavy tr�als of the�r pat�ence, has
scarcely retarded �ts progress. God w�lled otherw�se. It has st�ll many
defects to outgrow, much �mpur�ty to put away, and a great deal of
�mprovement to make—moral, �ntellectual and phys�cal. But �t w�ll
preva�l and tr�umph. The Most H�gh w�ll be glor�f�ed �n mak�ng �t the
parent of a numerous progeny of pract�cal Chr�st�an Commun�t�es.
Wr�te, sa�th the Sp�r�t, and let th�s pred�ct�on be reg�stered aga�nst the
t�me to come, for �t shall be fulf�lled."

In the large work subsequently publ�shed, Mr. Ballou goes over the
whole ground of Soc�al�sm �n a systemat�c and masterly manner. If
the people of th�s country were not so bew�tched w�th �mportat�ons
from England and France, that they can not look at home
product�ons �n th�s l�ne, h�s scheme would command as much
attent�on as Four�er's, and a great deal more than Owen's. The fact
of pract�cal fa�lure �s noth�ng aga�nst h�m �n the compar�son, as �t �s
common to all of them.

For a spec�men, take the follow�ng: Mr. Ballou f�nds all man's
wants, r�ghts and dut�es �n seven spheres, v�z.: 1, Ind�v�dual�ty; 2,
Connub�al�ty; 3, Consangu�n�ty; 4, Congen�al�ty; 5, Federal�ty; 6,
Human�ty; 7, Un�versal�ty. These correspond very nearly to the ser�es
of spheres tabulated by Comt�sts. On the bas�s of th�s ph�losophy of
human nature, Mr. Ballou proposes, not a mere monotony of
Phalanxes or Commun�t�es, all al�ke, but an ascend�ng ser�es of four
d�st�nct k�nds of Commun�t�es, v�z.: 1, The Paroch�al Commun�ty,



wh�ch �s nearly the same as a common par�sh church; 2, The Rural
Commun�ty, wh�ch �s a soc�al body occupy�ng a d�st�nct terr�tor�al
doma�n, but not otherw�se consol�dated; 3, The Jo�nt-stock
Commun�ty, consol�dat�ng cap�tal and labor, and pay�ng d�v�dends
and wages; of wh�ch Hopedale �tself was a spec�men; and 4, The
Common-stock Commun�ty, hold�ng property �n common and pay�ng
no d�v�dends or wages; wh�ch �s Commun�sm proper. Mr. Ballou
prov�des elaborate Const�tut�onal forms for all of these soc�al states,
and shows the�r harmon�ous relat�on to each other. Then he bu�lds
them up �nto larger comb�nat�ons, v�z.: 1, Communal Mun�c�pal�t�es,
cons�st�ng of two or more Commun�t�es, mak�ng a town or c�ty; 2,
Communal States; 3, Communal Nat�ons; and lastly, "the grand
Fratern�ty of Nat�ons, represented by Senators �n the Supreme
Un�tary Counc�l." Moreover he embro�ders on all th�s an ascend�ng
ser�es of categor�es for �nd�v�dual character. C�t�zens of the great
Republ�c are expected to arrange themselves �n seven C�rcles, v�z.:
1, The Adopt�ve C�rcle, cons�st�ng of members whose connect�ons
w�th the world preclude the�r jo�n�ng any �ntegral Commun�ty; 2, The
Un�t�ve C�rcle, cons�st�ng of those who jo�n �n bu�ld�ng up Rural and
Jo�nt-stock Commun�t�es; 3, The Precept�ve C�rcle, cons�st�ng of
persons devoted to teach�ng �n any of �ts branches; 4, The
Commun�st�c C�rcle, cons�st�ng of members of common stock
Commun�t�es; 5, The Expans�ve C�rcle, cons�st�ng of persons
devoted to extend�ng the Republ�c, by found�ng new Commun�t�es; 6,
The Char�t�ve C�rcle, cons�st�ng of work�ng ph�lanthrop�sts; and 7,
The Parent�ve C�rcle, cons�st�ng of the most worthy and rel�able
counselors—the fathers and mothers �n Israel.

Th�s �s only a skeleton. In the book all �s worked �nto harmon�ous
beauty. All �s founded on rel�g�on; all �s deduced from the B�ble. We
confess that �f �t were our doom to attempt Commun�ty-bu�ld�ng by
paper programme, we should choose Ad�n Ballou's scheme �n
preference to any th�ng we have ever been able to f�nd �n the
lucubrat�ons of Four�er or Owen.

To g�ve an �dea of the h�gh rel�g�ous tone of Mr. Ballou and h�s
Commun�ty, we quote the follow�ng passage from h�s preface:



"Let each class of d�ssent�ng soc�al�sts stand aloof from our
Republ�c and exper�ment to the�r heart's content on the�r own w�ser
systems. It �s the�r r�ght to do so un�njured, at the�r own cost. It �s
des�rable that they should do so, �n order that �t may be
demonstrated as soon as poss�ble wh�ch the true soc�al system �s.
When the rad�cally defect�ve have fa�led, there w�ll be a harmon�ous
concentrat�on of all the true and good around the Pract�cal Chr�st�an
Standard. Meant�me the author conf�des th�s Cause calmly to the
gu�dance, guard�ansh�p and bened�ct�on of God, even that Heavenly
Father who once man�fested h�s d�v�ne excellency �n Jesus Chr�st,
and who ever man�fests h�mself through the Chr�st-Sp�r�t to all
upr�ght souls. He s�ncerely bel�eves the movement to have been
or�g�nated and thus far superv�sed by that Holy Sp�r�t. He �s conf�dent
that well-appo�nted m�n�ster�ng angels have watched over �t, and w�ll
never cease to do so. Th�s strong conf�dence has susta�ned h�m from
the beg�nn�ng, under all temporary d�scouragements, and now
an�mates h�m w�th unwaver�ng hopes for the future. The Hopedale
Commun�ty, the f�rst const�tuent body of the new soc�al order,
commenced the settlement of �ts Doma�n �n the spr�ng of 1842, very
small �n numbers and pecun�ary resources. Its d�sadvantages were
so mult�form and obv�ous, that most Assoc�at�on�sts of that per�od
regarded �t as l�ttle better than a desperate undertak�ng, al�ke
contracted �n �ts soc�al platform, �ts funds, and other fundamental
requ�s�tes of success. Yet �t has l�ved and flour�shed, wh�le �ts
supposed super�ors have nearly all per�shed. Such was the w�ll of
God; such h�s prom�se to �ts founders; such the�r trust �n h�m; such
the real�zat�on of the�r hopes; and such the recompense of the�r
persever�ng to�ls. And such �s the ben�gnant Prov�dence wh�ch w�ll
bear the Pract�cal Chr�st�an Republ�c onward through all �ts struggles
to the actual�zat�on of �ts subl�me dest�ny. Its c�t�zens 'seek f�rst the
k�ngdom of God and h�s r�ghteousness.' Therefore w�ll all th�ngs
needful be added unto them. Let the future demonstrate whether
such a fa�th and such expectat�ons are the dreams of a shallow
v�s�onary, or the d�v�nely �nsp�red, well-grounded assurances of a
r�ghtly balanced rel�g�ous m�nd."



Let �t not be thought that Ballou was a mere theor�zer. Unl�ke
Owen and Four�er, he worked as well as wrote. Or�g�nally a
clergyman and a gentleman, he gave up h�s salary, and served �n the
ranks as a common laborer for h�s cause. In conversat�on w�th one
who reported to us, he sa�d, that often-t�mes �n the early days of
Hopedale he would be so t�red at h�s work �n the d�tch or on the m�ll-
dam, that he would go to a ne�ghbor�ng haystack, and l�e down on
the sunny s�de of �t, w�sh�ng that he m�ght go to sleep and never
wake aga�n! Then he would recuperate and go back to h�s work.
Nearly all the recreat�on he had �n those days, was to go out
occas�onally �nto the ne�ghborhood and preach a funeral sermon!

And th�s, by the way, �s a f�t occas�on to say that �n our op�n�on
there ought to be a proh�b�tory duty on the �mportat�on of soc�al�st�c
theor�es, that have not been worked out, as well as wr�tten out, by
the �nventors themselves. It �s certa�nly cruel to set vast numbers of
s�mple people agog w�th Utop�an projects that w�ll cost them the�r all,
wh�le the �nventors and promulgators do noth�ng but wr�te and talk.
What k�nd of a theory of chem�stry can a man wr�te w�thout a
laboratory? What �f Napoleon had wr�tten out a programme for the
battle of Austerl�tz, and then left one of h�s a�ds-de-camp to
super�ntend the actual f�ght�ng?

It w�ll be not�ced that Mr. Ballou, �n h�s expos�t�ons, carr�es h�s
assurance that h�s system �s all r�ght, and h�s conf�dence of success,
to the verge of presumpt�on. In th�s he appears to have partaken of a
sp�r�t that �s common to all the soc�al�st �nventors. Four�er, w�thout a
laboratory or an exper�ment, was as dogmat�c and �nfall�ble as
though he were an oracle of God; and Owen, after a hundred
defeats, never doubted the perfect�on of h�s scheme, and never fa�rly
confessed a fa�lure. But �n the end Ballou r�ses above these
theor�zers, even �n th�s matter. Our �nformant says he manfully owns
that Hopedale was a total fa�lure.

As to the causes of the catastrophe, h�s account �s the old story of
general deprav�ty. The t�mber he got together was not su�table for
bu�ld�ng a Commun�ty. The men and women that jo�ned h�m were
very enthus�ast�c, and commenced w�th great zeal; the�r devot�on to
the cause seemed to be s�ncere; but they d�d not know themselves.



The follow�ng deta�ls, g�ven by Mr. Ballou, of the actual
proceed�ngs wh�ch brought Hopedale to �ts end, are very �nstruct�ve
�n regard to the operat�on of the jo�nt-stock pr�nc�ple.

Mr. Ballou was the f�rst Pres�dent of the Commun�ty; but was
ult�mately superseded by E.D. Draper. Th�s gentleman came to
Hopedale w�th great enthus�asm for the cause. He was not wealthy,
but was a sharp, enterpr�s�ng bus�ness man; and very soon became
the manag�ng sp�r�t of the whole concern. He had a brother
assoc�ated w�th h�m �n bus�ness, who had no sympathy w�th the
Commun�ty enterpr�se. W�th th�s brother Mr. Draper became deeply
engaged �n outs�de operat�ons, wh�ch were very lucrat�ve. They
ga�ned �n wealth by these operat�ons, wh�le the �ns�de �nterests were
gradually fall�ng �nto neglect and bad management. The result was
that the Commun�ty sunk cap�tal from year to year. Meanwh�le
Draper bought up three-fourths of the jo�nt-stock, and so had the
legal control �n h�s own hands. At length he became d�ssat�sf�ed w�th
the way matters were tend�ng, and went to Mr. Ballou and told h�m
that "th�s th�ng must not go any further." Mr. Ballou asked h�m �f that
meant that the Commun�ty must come to an end. He repl�ed, "Yes."
"There was no other way," sa�d Mr. Ballou, "but to subm�t to �t." He
then sa�d to Mr. Draper that he had one cond�t�on to put to h�m; that
was, that he should assume the respons�b�l�ty of pay�ng the debts.
Mr. Draper consented; the debts were pa�d; and thus term�nated the
Hopedale exper�ment.

CHAPTER XIII.

THE RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES.ToC



We have sa�d that Brook Farm came very near be�ng a rel�g�ous
Commun�ty; and that Hopedale came st�ll nearer. In th�s respect
these two stand alone among the exper�ments of the Four�er epoch.
Here therefore �s the place to br�ng to v�ew �n some br�ef way for
purposes of compar�son, the ser�es of str�ctly rel�g�ous Commun�t�es
that we have referred to heretofore as colon�es of fore�gners. The
follow�ng account of them f�rst publ�shed �n the Soc�al Record, has
the author�ty and freshness of test�mony by an eye-w�tness. Of
course �t must not be taken as a v�ew of the exot�c Commun�t�es at
the present t�me, but only at �ts date.

JACOBI'S SYNOPSIS.
"Dur�ng the last e�ght years I have v�s�ted all the Commun�t�es �n

th�s country, except the Icar�an and One�da soc�et�es, stay�ng at each
from s�x months to two years, to get thoroughly acqua�nted w�th the�r
pract�cal work�ngs. I w�ll ment�on each soc�ety accord�ng to �ts age:

"1. Conrad Be�zel, a German, founded the colony of Ephrata, e�ght
m�les from Lancaster, Pennsylvan�a, �n 1713. There were at t�mes
some thousands of members. The B�ble was the�r gu�de; they had all
th�ngs �n common; l�ved str�ctly a l�fe of cel�bacy; �ncreased �n
numbers, and became very r�ch. Conrad was at the head of the
whole; he was the sun from wh�ch all others rece�ved the rays of l�fe
and an�mat�on. He l�ved to a very old age, but �t was w�th h�m as w�th
all other men; h�s sun was not stand�ng �n the zen�th all the t�me, but
went down �n the afternoon. H�s rays had not power enough to warm
up thousands of members, as �n younger days: he as the head
became old and l�feless, and the members began to leave. He
appo�nted a very am�able man as h�s successor, but he could not
stop the em�grat�on. The property �s now �n the hands of trustees
who belong to the world, and g�ves an �ncome of about $1200 a year.
Perhaps there are now twelve or f�fteen members. Some of the
grand old bu�ld�ngs are yet stand�ng. Th�s was the f�rst Commun�ty �n
Amer�ca.



"2. Ann Lee, an Engl�sh woman, came to th�s country �n 1774, and
founded the Shaker soc�et�es. I have v�s�ted four, and l�ved �n two. In
po�nt of order, neatness, regular�ty and economy, they are far �n
advance of all the other soc�et�es. They are from nearly all the
c�v�l�zed nat�ons of the globe, and th�s �s one reason for the�r great
temporal success. Other Commun�t�es do not prosper as well,
because they are composed too much of one nat�on. In Ann Lee's
t�me, and even some t�me after her departure, they had many
sp�r�tual g�fts, as never a body of people after Chr�st's t�me has had;
and they were of such a nature as Chr�st sa�d should be among h�s
true followers; but they have now lost them, so far as they are
essent�al and benef�c�al. The m�n�stry �s the head. Too much
attent�on �s g�ven to outward rules, that set up the m�n�sters and
elders as patterns, and keep all m�nds on the same plane. Wh�le
l�m�ted by these rules there w�ll be no progress, and the�r noble
�nst�tut�ons w�ll become dead letters.

"3. George Rapp, a German, founded a soc�ety �n the f�rst quarter
of th�s century. After several removals they settled at Economy, �n
Beaver County, Pennsylvan�a, e�ghteen m�les from P�ttsburg. They
are all Germans; l�ve str�ctly a l�fe of cel�bacy; take the B�ble as the�r
gu�de, as Rapp understood �t. They numbered about e�ghteen
hundred �n the�r best t�mes, but are now reduced to about three
hundred, and most of them are far advanced �n years. They are very
r�ch and �ndustr�ous. Rapp was the�r leader and head, and kept the
soc�ety �n prosperous mot�on so long as he was able to exerc�se h�s
�nfluence; but as he advanced �n years and h�s mental strength and
act�v�ty d�m�n�shed, the members fell off. He �s dead; and h�s
successor, Mr. Baker, �s advanced �n years. They are next to the
Shakers �n po�nt of neatness and temporal prosper�ty; but unl�ke
them �n be�ng str�ct B�ble-bel�evers, and otherw�se d�ffer�ng �n the�r
rel�g�ous v�ews.

"4. Joseph B�meler, a German, �n 1816 founded the colony of
Zoar, �n Tuscorora County, Oh�o, twelve m�les from New
Ph�ladelph�a, w�th about e�ght hundred of h�s German fr�ends. They
are B�ble bel�evers �n somewhat l�beral style. B�meler was the ma�n
eng�ne; he had to do all the th�nk�ng, preach�ng and pull�ng the rest



along. Wh�le he had strength all went on seem�ngly very well; but as
h�s strength began to fa�l the whole concern went on slowly. I arr�ved
the week after h�s death. The members looked l�ke a flock of sheep
who had lost the�r shepherd. B�meler appo�nted a well-mean�ng man
for h�s successor, but as he was not B�meler, he could not put h�s
eng�ne before the tra�n. Every member pushed forward or pulled
back just as he thought proper; and the�r th�nk�ng was a poor affa�r,
as they were not used to �t. They l�ve marr�ed or not, just as they
choose; are well off, a good moral people, and number about f�ve
hundred.

"5. Samuel Snowberger, an Amer�can, founded a soc�ety �n 1820
at Snowh�ll, Pennsylvan�a, twenty m�les from Harr�sburg. He took
Ephrata as h�s pattern �n every respect. The Snowbergers bel�eve �n
the B�ble as expla�ned �n Be�zel's wr�t�ngs. They are well off, and
number about th�rty. [Th�s soc�ety should be cons�dered an offshoot
of No. 1.]

"6. Chr�st�an Metz, a German, w�th h�s followers, founded a soc�ety
e�ght m�les from Buffalo, New York, �n 1846. They called themselves
the �nsp�red people, and the�r colony Ebenezer. They bel�eve �n the
B�ble, as �t �s expla�ned through the�r med�ums. Metz and one of the
s�sters have been med�ums more than th�rty years, through whom
one sp�r�t speaks and wr�tes. Th�s sp�r�t gu�des the soc�ety �n sp�r�tual
and temporal matters, and they have never been d�sappo�nted �n h�s
counsels for the�r welfare. They have been led by th�s sp�r�t for more
than a century �n Germany. They perm�t marr�age, when, after
appl�cat�on has been made, the sp�r�t consents to �t; but the part�es
have to go through some publ�c mort�f�cat�on. In 1851 they had some
thousands of members. They have now removed to Iowa, where
they have 30,000 acres of land. Th�s �s the largest and r�chest
Commun�ty �n the Un�ted States. One member brought �n $100,000,
others $60,000, $40,000, $20,000, etc. They are an �ntell�gent and
very k�nd people, and l�ve �n l�ttle comfortable cottages, not hav�ng
un�tary houses as the other soc�et�es. They are not anx�ous to get
members, and none are rece�ved except by the consent of the
controll�ng sp�r�t. They have a pr�nt�ng-press for the�r own use, but do
not publ�sh any books.



"7. Er�ck Janson, a Swede, and h�s fr�ends started a colony at
B�shop H�ll, Ill�no�s, �n 1846, and now number about e�ght hundred.
They are B�ble-bel�evers accord�ng to the�r explanat�ons. They
bel�eve that a l�fe of cel�bacy �s more adapted to develop the �nner
man, but marr�age �s not forb�dden. The�r m�nds are not closed
aga�nst l�beral progress, when they are conv�nced of the truth and
usefulness of �t. They began �n very poor c�rcumstances, but are now
well off, and not anx�ous to get members; do not publ�sh any books
about the�r colony. Janson d�ed e�ght years ago. They have no head;
but the people select the�r preachers and trustees, who super�ntend
the d�fferent branches of bus�ness. They are kept �n off�ce as long as
the major�ty th�nk proper. I am l�v�ng there now.

"August 26 1858.A. J�����."

The connect�on between rel�g�on of some k�nd and success �n
these Commun�t�es, has come to be generally recogn�zed, even
among the old fr�ends of non-rel�g�ous Assoc�at�on. Thus Horace
Greeley, �n h�s "Recollect�ons of a Busy L�fe," says:

"That there have been—nay, are—dec�ded successes �n pract�cal
Soc�al�sm, �s unden�able; but they all have that Commun�st�c bas�s
wh�ch seems to me �rrat�onal and calculated to prove fatal. * * *

"I can eas�ly account for the fa�lure of Commun�sm at New
Harmony, and �n several other exper�ments; I can not so eas�ly
account for �ts successes. Yet the fact stares us �n the face that,
wh�le hundreds of banks and factor�es, and thousands of mercant�le
concerns, managed by shrewd, strong men, have gone �nto
bankruptcy and per�shed, Shaker Commun�t�es, establ�shed more
than s�xty years ago, upon a bas�s of l�ttle property and less worldly
w�sdom, are l�v�ng and prosperous to-day. And the�r exper�ence has
been �m�tated by the German Commun�t�es at Economy, Zoar, the
Soc�ety of Ebenezer, &c., &c. Theory, however plaus�ble, must
respect the facts. * * *

"Rel�g�on often makes pract�cable that wh�ch were else �mposs�ble,
and d�v�ne love tr�umphs where human sc�ence �s baffled. Thus I
�nterpret the past successes and fa�lures of Soc�al�sm.



"W�th a f�rm and deep rel�g�ous bas�s, any Soc�al�st�c scheme may
succeed, though v�c�ous �n organ�zat�on and at war w�th human
nature, as I deem Shaker Commun�sm and the antagon�st or 'Free
Love' Commun�ty of Perfect�on�sts at One�da. W�thout a bas�s of
rel�g�ous sympathy and rel�g�ous asp�rat�on, �t w�ll always be d�ff�cult,
though I judge not �mposs�ble."

Also Charles A. Dana, �n old t�mes a Four�er�st and w�thal a Brook
Farmer, now ch�ef of The New York Sun, says �n an ed�tor�al on the
Brocton Assoc�at�on (May 1 1869):

"Commun�t�es based upon pecul�ar rel�g�ous v�ews, have generally
succeeded. The Shakers and the One�da Commun�ty are
consp�cuous �llustrat�ons of th�s fact; wh�le the fa�lure of the var�ous
attempts made by the d�sc�ples of Four�er, Owen, and others, who
have not had the support of rel�g�ous fanat�c�sm, proves that w�thout
th�s great force the most br�ll�ant soc�al theor�es are of l�ttle ava�l."

It used to be sa�d �n the days of Slavery, that rel�g�ous negroes
were worth more �n the market than the non-rel�g�ous. Thus rel�g�on,
cons�dered as a work�ng force �n human nature, has long had a
recogn�zed commerc�al value. The log�c of events seems now to be
g�v�ng �t a def�n�te soc�al�st�c value. Amer�can exper�ence certa�nly
tends to the conclus�on that rel�g�ous men can hold together longer
and accompl�sh more �n close Assoc�at�on, than men w�thout rel�g�on.

But w�th th�s theory how shall we account for the fa�lure of Brook
Farm and Hopedale? They certa�nly had, as we have seen, much of
the "fanat�c�sm" of the Shakers and other successful Commun�t�es—
at least �n the�r expressed �deals. Ev�dently some pecul�ar spec�es of
rel�g�on, or some other cond�t�on than rel�g�on, �s necessary to �nsure
success. To d�scover the truth �n th�s matter, let us take the best
example of success we can f�nd, and see what other pr�nc�ple
bes�des rel�g�on �s most prom�nent �n �t.

The Shakers ev�dently stand h�ghest on the l�st of successful
Commun�t�es. Rel�g�on �s the�r f�rst pr�nc�ple; what �s the�r second?
Clearly the exclus�on of marr�age, or �n other words, the subject�on of
the sexual relat�on to the Commun�st�c pr�nc�ple. Here we have our
clue; let us follow �t. Can any example of success be found where



th�s second cond�t�on �s not present? We need not look for prec�sely
the Shaker treatment of the sexual relat�on �n other examples. Our
quest�on �s s�mply th�s: Has any attempt at close Assoc�at�on ever
succeeded, wh�ch took marr�age �nto �t substant�ally as �t ex�sts �n
ord�nary soc�ety? Rev�ew�ng Jacob�'s l�st, wh�ch �ncludes all the
Commun�t�es commonly reported to be successful, we f�nd the
follow�ng facts:

1. The Commun�sts of Ephrata l�ve str�ctly a l�fe of cel�bacy.
2. The Rapp�tes l�ve str�ctly a l�fe of cel�bacy; though W�ll�ams says

they d�d not adopt th�s pr�nc�ple t�ll 1807, wh�ch was four years after
the�r settlement �n Pennsylvan�a.

3. The Zoar�tes marry or not as they choose, accord�ng to Jacob�;
but Macdonald, who also v�s�ted them, says: "At the�r f�rst
organ�zat�on marr�age was str�ctly forb�dden, not from any rel�g�ous
scruples as to �ts propr�ety, but as an �nd�spensable matter of
economy. They were too poor to rear ch�ldren, and for years the�r
l�ttle town presented the anomaly of a v�llage w�thout a s�ngle ch�ld to
be seen or heard w�th�n �ts l�m�ts. Though th�s regulat�on has been for
years removed, as no longer necessary, the�r settlement st�ll reta�ns
much of �ts old character �n th�s respect."

4. The Snowbergers, tak�ng Ephrata as the�r pattern, adhere
str�ctly to cel�bacy.

5. The Ebenezers, accord�ng to Jacob�, perm�t marr�age, when
the�r gu�d�ng sp�r�t consents to �t; but the part�es have to go through
some publ�c mort�f�cat�on. Another account of the Ebenezers says:
"They marry and are g�ven �n marr�age; but what w�ll be regarded as
most extraord�nary, they are pract�cally Malthus�ans when the
economy of the�r organ�zat�on demands �t. We have been told that
when they contemplated em�grat�on to th�s country, �n v�ew of the�r
then cond�t�on and what they must encounter �n f�x�ng a new home,
they concluded there should be no �ncrease of the�r populat�on by
b�rths for a g�ven number of years; and the regulat�on was str�ctly
adhered to."



6. The Janson�sts bel�eve that a l�fe of cel�bacy �s more adapted to
develop the l�fe of the �nner man; but marr�age �s not forb�dden.

Thus �n all these Soc�et�es Commun�sm ev�dently �s stronger than
marr�age fam�l�sm. The control over the sexual relat�on var�es �n
str�ngency. The Shakers and perhaps the Ephrat�sts exclude
fam�l�sm w�th rel�g�ous horror; the Rapp�tes g�ve �t no place, but the�r
repugnance �s less consp�cuous; the Zoar�tes have no consc�ence
aga�nst �t, but exclude �t from mot�ves of economy; the Ebenezers
excluded �t only �n the early stages of the�r growth, but long enough
to show that they held �t �n subject�on to Commun�sm. The
Janson�sts favor cel�bacy; but do not proh�b�t marr�age. The
decreas�ng rat�o of control corresponds very nearly to the ser�es of
dates at wh�ch these Commun�t�es commenced. The Ephrat�sts
settled �n th�s country �n 1713; the Shakers �n 1774; the Rapp�tes �n
1804; the Zoar�tes �n 1816; the Ebenezers �n 1846; and the
Janson�sts �n 1846. Thus there seems to be a tendency to departure
from the str�ngent ant�-fam�l�sm of the Shakers, as one type of
Commun�sm after another �s sent here from the Old World. Whether
there �s a complete correspondence of the fortunes of these several
Commun�t�es to the strength of the�r ant�-fam�l�sm, �s an �nterest�ng
quest�on wh�ch we are not prepared to answer. Only �t �s man�fest
that the Shakers, who d�scard the rad�x of old soc�ety w�th the
greatest vehemence, and are most jealous for Commun�sm as the
pr�me un�t of organ�zat�on, have prospered most, and are mak�ng the
longest and strongest mark on the h�story of Soc�al�sm. And �n
general �t seems probable from the fact of success attend�ng these
forms of Commun�sm to the exclus�on of all others, that there �s
some rat�onal connect�on between the�r control of the sexual relat�on
and the�r prosper�ty.

The only case that we have heard of as bear�ng aga�nst the
hypothes�s of such a connect�on, �s that of the French colony of
Icar�ans. We have seen the�r example appealed to as proof that
Commun�sm may ex�st w�thout rel�g�on, and w�th marr�age. Our
accounts, however, of th�s Soc�ety �n �ts present state are very
meager. The or�g�nal Icar�an Commun�ty, founded by Cabet at
Nauvoo, not only tolerated but requ�red marr�age; and as �t soon



came to an end, �ts fate helps the ant�-marr�age theory. The present
Soc�ety of Icar�ans �s only a fragment of that Commun�ty—about s�xty
persons out of three hundred and s�xty-f�ve. Whether �t reta�ned �ts
or�g�nal const�tut�on after separat�ng from �ts founder, and how far �t
can fa�rly cla�m to be a success, we know not. All our other facts
would lead us to expect that �t w�ll e�ther subord�nate the sexual
relat�on to the Commun�st�c, or that �t w�ll not long keep �ts
Commun�sm.

Of course we shall not be understood as propound�ng the theory
that the negat�ve or Shaker method of d�spos�ng of marr�age and the
sexual relat�on, �s the only one that can subord�nate fam�l�sm to
Commun�sm. The One�da Commun�sts cla�m that the�r control over
amat�veness and ph�loprogen�t�veness, the two elements of fam�l�sm,
�s carr�ed much farther than that of the Shakers; �nasmuch as they
make those pass�ons serve Commun�sm, �nstead of oppos�ng �t, as
they do under suppress�on. They d�ssolve the old dual un�t of soc�ety,
but take the const�tuent elements of �t all back �nto Commun�sm. The
only reason why we do not name the One�da Commun�ty among the
examples of the connect�on between ant�-marr�age and success, �s
that we do not cons�der �t old enough to be pronounced successful.

Let us now go back to Brook Farm and Hopedale, and see how
they stood �n relat�on to marr�age.

We f�nd noth�ng that �nd�cates any attempt on the part of Brook
Farm to meddle w�th the marr�age relat�on. In the days of �ts or�g�nal
s�mpl�c�ty, �t seems not to have thought of such a th�ng. It f�nally
became a Four�er Phalanx, and of course came �nto more or less
sympathy w�th the expectat�ons of rad�cal soc�al changes wh�ch
Four�er encouraged. But �t was always the pol�cy of the Harb�nger,
the Tr�bune, and all the organs of Four�er�sm, to �nd�gnantly protest
the�r �nnocence of any present d�sloyalty to marr�age. And yet we f�nd
�n the D�al (January 1844), an art�cle about Brook Farm by Charles
Lane, wh�ch shows �n the follow�ng s�gn�f�cant passage, that there
was ser�ous th�nk�ng among the Transcendental�sts, as to the
poss�b�l�ty of a clash between old fam�l�sm and the larger style of l�fe
�n the Phalanx:



"The great problem of soc�al�sm now �s, whether the ex�stence of
the mar�tal fam�ly �s compat�ble w�th that of the un�versal fam�ly,
wh�ch the term 'Commun�ty' s�gn�f�es. The maternal �nst�nct, as
h�therto educated, has declared �tself so strongly �n favor of the
separate f�res�de, that Assoc�at�on, wh�ch appears so beaut�ful to the
young and unattached soul, has yet accompl�shed l�ttle progress �n
the affect�ons of that �mportant sect�on of the human race—the
mothers. W�th fathers, the feel�ng �n favor of the separate fam�ly �s
certa�nly less strong; but there �s an undef�nable t�e, a sort of
magnet�c rapport, an �nv�s�ble, �nseverable, umb�l�cal cord between
the mother and ch�ld, wh�ch �n most cases c�rcumscr�bes her des�res
and amb�t�on to her own �mmed�ate fam�ly. All the accepted adages
and w�se saws of soc�ety, all the precepts of moral�ty, all the
sanct�ons of theology, have for ages been employed to conf�rm th�s
feel�ng. Th�s �s the ch�ef corner-stone of present soc�ety; and to th�s
maternal �nst�nct have, t�ll very lately, our most heartfelt appeals
been made for the progress of the human race, by means of a
deeper and more v�tal educat�on. Pestalozz� and h�s most
enl�ghtened d�sc�ples are d�st�ngu�shed by th�s sent�ment. And are we
all at once to abandon, to deny, to destroy th�s supposed stronghold
of v�rtue? Is �t quest�oned whether the fam�ly arrangement of
mank�nd �s to be preserved? Is �t d�scovered that the sanctuary, t�ll
now deemed the hol�est on earth, �s to be �nvaded by �ntermeddl�ng
skept�c�sm, and �ts altars sacr�leg�ously destroyed by the rude hand
of �nnovat�ng progress? Here 'soc�al sc�ence' must be brought to
�ssue. The quest�on of Assoc�at�on and of marr�age are one. If, as we
have been popularly led to bel�eve, the �nd�v�dual or separate fam�ly
�s �n the true order of Prov�dence, then the assoc�at�ve l�fe �s a false
effort. If the assoc�at�ve l�fe �s true, then �s the separate fam�ly a false
arrangement. By the maternal feel�ng �t appears to be dec�ded, that
the co-ex�stence of both �s �ncompat�ble, �s �mposs�ble. So also say
some rel�g�ous sects. Soc�al sc�ence ventures to assert the�r
harmony. Th�s �s the grand problem now rema�n�ng to be solved, for
at least the enl�ghten�ng, �f not for the v�tal elevat�on of human�ty.
That the affect�ons can be d�v�ded, or bent w�th equal ardor on two
objects, so opposed as un�versal and �nd�v�dual love, may at least be
rat�onally doubted. H�story has not yet exh�b�ted such phenomena �n



an assoc�ate body, and scarcely perhaps �n any �nd�v�dual. The
monaster�es and convents, wh�ch have ex�sted �n all ages, have
been ma�nta�ned solely by the ann�h�lat�on of that pecul�ar affect�on
on wh�ch the separate fam�ly �s based. The Shaker fam�l�es, �n wh�ch
the two sexes are not ent�rely d�ssoc�ated, can yet only ma�nta�n the�r
un�on by forb�dd�ng and prevent�ng the growth of personal affect�on
other than that of a sp�r�tual character. And th�s �n fact �s not personal
�n the sense of �nd�v�dual, but ever a man�festat�on of un�versal
affect�on. Sp�te of the speculat�ons of hopeful bachelors and æsthet�c
sp�nsters, there �s somewhat �n the marr�age bond wh�ch �s found to
counteract the un�versal nature of the affect�ons, to a degree tend�ng
at least to make the cons�derate pause, before they assert that, by
any soc�al arrangements whatever, the two can be blended �nto one
harmony. The general cond�t�on of marr�ed persons at th�s t�me �s
some ev�dence of the ex�stence of such a doubt �n the�r m�nds. Were
they as conv�nced as the unmarr�ed of the beauty and truth of
assoc�ate l�fe, the demonstrat�on would be now presented. But m�ght
�t not be enforced that the two fam�ly �deas really neutral�ze each
other? Is �t not qu�te certa�n that the human heart can not be set �n
two places? that man can not worsh�p at two altars? It �s only the
determ�nat�on to do what parents cons�der the best for themselves
and the�r fam�l�es, wh�ch renders the o'er populous world such a
w�lderness of self-hood as �t �s. Destroy th�s feel�ng, they say, and
you proh�b�t every mot�ve to exert�on. Much truth �s there �n th�s
aff�rmat�on. For to them, no other mot�ve rema�ns, nor �ndeed to any
one else, save that of the un�versal good, wh�ch does not perm�t the
bu�ld�ng up of supposed self-good, and therefore forecloses all
poss�b�l�ty of an �nd�v�dual fam�ly.

"These observat�ons, of course, equally apply to all the assoc�at�ve
attempts, now attract�ng so much publ�c attent�on; and perhaps most
espec�ally to such as have more of Four�er's des�gns than are
observable at Brook Farm. The sl�ght allus�on �n all the wr�ters of the
'Phalanster�an' class, to the subject of marr�age, �s rather
remarkable. They are acute and eloquent �n deplor�ng Woman's
oppressed and degraded pos�t�on �n past and present t�mes, but are
almost s�lent as to the future."



So much for Brook Farm. Hopedale was thoroughly conservat�ve
�n relat�on to marr�age. The follow�ng �s an extract from �ts
Const�tut�on:



"A������ ����. Sec. 1. Marr�age, be�ng one of the most �mportant
and sacred of human relat�onsh�ps, ought to be guarded aga�nst
capr�ce and abuse by the h�ghest w�sdom wh�ch �s ava�lable.
Therefore w�th�n the membersh�p of th�s republ�c and the
dependenc�es thereof, marr�age �s spec�ally commended to the care
of the Precept�ve and Parent�ve c�rcles. They are hereby des�gnated
as the conf�dent�al counselors of all members and dependents who
may des�re the�r med�at�on �n cases of matr�mon�al negot�at�on,
contract or controversy; and shall be held preëm�nently respons�ble
for the prudent and fa�thful d�scharge of the�r dut�es. But no person
dec�dedly averse to the�r �nterpos�t�on shall be cons�dered under
�mperat�ve obl�gat�on to sol�c�t or accept �t. And �t shall be cons�dered
the perpetual duty of the Precept�ve and Parent�ve C�rcles to
enl�ghten the publ�c m�nd relat�ve to the requ�s�tes of true matr�mony,
and to elevate the marr�age �nst�tut�on w�th�n th�s Republ�c to the
h�ghest poss�ble plane of pur�ty and happ�ness.

"Sec. 2. Marr�age shall always be solemn�zed �n the presence of
two or more w�tnesses, by the d�st�nct acknowledgment of the part�es
before some member of the Precept�ve, or of the Parent�ve C�rcle,
selected to pres�de on the occas�on. And �t shall be the �mperat�ve
duty of the member so pres�d�ng, to see that every such marr�age be
recorded w�th�n ten days thereafter, �n the Reg�stry of the Commun�ty
to wh�ch one or both of them shall at the t�me belong.

"Sec. 3. D�vorce from the bonds of matr�mony shall never be
allowable w�th�n the membersh�p of th�s Republ�c, except for adultery
conclus�vely proved aga�nst the accused party. But separat�ons for
other suff�c�ent reasons may be sanct�oned, w�th the d�st�nct
understand�ng that ne�ther party shall be at l�berty to marry aga�n
dur�ng the natural l�fet�me of the other."

On th�s text Mr. Ballou comments �n h�s book to the extent of th�rty
pages, and occup�es as many more w�th the severest cr�t�c�sms of
"Noyes�sm" and other forms of sexual �nnovat�on.

The facts we have found stand thus: All the successful
Commun�t�es, bes�des be�ng rel�g�ous, exerc�se control, more or less



str�ngent, over the sexual relat�on; and th�s pr�nc�ple �s most
prom�nent �n those that are most successful. But Brook Farm and
Hopedale d�d not attempt any such control.

We �ncl�ne therefore to the conclus�on that the Massachusetts
Soc�al�sms were weak, not altogether for want of rel�g�on, but
because they were too conservat�ve �n regard to marr�age, and thus
could not d�gest and ass�m�late the�r mater�al. Or �n more general
terms, the conclus�on toward wh�ch our facts and reflect�ons po�nt �s,
f�rst, that rel�g�on, not as a mere doctr�ne, but as an afflatus hav�ng �n
�tself a tendency to make many �nto one, �s the f�rst essent�al of
successful Commun�sm; and, secondly, that the afflatus must be
strong enough to decompose the old fam�ly un�t and make
Commun�sm the home-center.

We w�ll conclude w�th some observat�ons that seem necessary to
complete our v�ew of the rel�g�ous Commun�t�es.

When we speak of these soc�et�es as successful, th�s must not be
understood �n any absolute sense. The�r success �s ev�dently a th�ng
of degrees. All of them appear to have been very successful at some
per�od of the�r career �n mak�ng money; wh�ch fact �nd�cates pla�nly
enough, that the theor�es of Owen and Four�er about "compound
econom�es" and "comb�ned �ndustry," are not moonsh�ne, but
pract�cal ver�t�es. We may cons�der �t proved by abundant
exper�ment, that �t �s easy for harmon�ous Assoc�at�ons to get a
l�v�ng, and to grow r�ch. But �n other respects these rel�g�ous
Commun�t�es have had var�ous fortunes. The oldest of them, Be�zel's
Colony of Ephrata, �n �ts early days numbered �ts thousands; but �n
1858 �t had dw�ndled down to twelve or f�fteen members. So the
Rapp�tes �n the�r best t�me numbered from e�ght hundred to a
thousand; but are now reduced to two or three hundred old people.
Th�s can hardly be called success, even �f the money holds out. On
the other hand, the Shakers appear to have kept the�r numbers
good, as well as �ncreased �n wealth, for nearly a century; though
Jacob� represents them as now at a stand-st�ll. The rest of the
Commun�t�es �n h�s l�st, dat�ng from 1816 to 1846, are perhaps not
old enough to be pronounced permanently successful. Whether they
are dw�ndl�ng, l�ke the Be�zel�tes and Rapp�tes, or at a stand-st�ll, l�ke



the Shakers, or �n a per�od of v�gor and growth, Jacob� does not say;
and we have no means of ascerta�n�ng. It �s proper, however, to call
them all successful �n a relat�ve sense; that �s, as compared w�th the
non-rel�g�ous exper�ments. They have held together and made
money for long per�ods; wh�ch �s a success that the Owen and
Four�er Commun�t�es have not atta�ned.

If requ�red here to def�ne absolute success, we should say that at
the lowest �t �ncludes not merely self-support, but also self-
perpetuat�on. And th�s atta�nment �s nearly precluded by the ascet�c
method of treat�ng the sexual relat�on. The adopt�on of fore�gn
ch�ldren can not be a rel�able subst�tute for home-propagat�on. The
h�ghest �deal of a successful Commun�ty requ�res that �t should be a
complete nursery of human be�ngs, do�ng for them all that the old
fam�ly home has done, and a great deal more. Sc�ent�f�c propagat�on
and un�versal culture should be �ts ends, and money-mak�ng only �ts
means.

The causes of the comparat�ve success wh�ch the ascet�c
Commun�t�es have atta�ned, we have found �n the�r rel�g�ous
pr�nc�ples and the�r freedom from marr�age. Jacob� seems d�sposed
to g�ve spec�al prom�nence to leadersh�p, as a cause of success. He
ev�dently attr�butes the decl�ne of the Be�zel�tes, the Rapp�tes and
the Zoar�tes, to the old age and death of the�r founders. But
someth�ng more than sk�llful leadersh�p �s necessary to account for
the success of the Shakers. They had the�r greatest expans�on after
the death of Ann Lee. Jacob� recogn�zes, �n h�s account of the
Ebenezers, another central�z�ng and controll�ng �nfluence,
coöperat�ng w�th leadersh�p, wh�ch has probably had more to do w�th
the success of all the rel�g�ous Commun�t�es than leadersh�p or
anyth�ng else; v�z., �nsp�rat�on. He says of the Ebenezers:

"They call themselves the �nsp�red people. They bel�eve �n the
B�ble, as �t �s expla�ned through the�r med�ums. Metz, the founder,
and one of the s�sters, have been med�ums more than th�rty years,
through whom one sp�r�t speaks and wr�tes. Th�s sp�r�t gu�des the
soc�ety �n sp�r�tual and temporal matters, and they have never been
d�sappo�nted �n h�s counsels for the�r welfare. They have been led by



th�s sp�r�t for more than a century �n Germany. No members are
rece�ved except by the consent of th�s controll�ng sp�r�t."

Someth�ng l�ke th�s must be true of all the Commun�t�es �n Jacob�'s
l�st. Th�s �s what we mean by afflatus. Indeed, th�s �s what we mean
by rel�g�on, when we connect the success of Commun�t�es w�th the�r
rel�g�on. Mere doctr�nes and forms w�thout afflatus are not rel�g�on,
and have no more power to organ�ze successful Commun�t�es, than
the theor�es of Owen and Four�er.

Personal leadersh�p has undoubtedly played a great part �n
connect�on w�th afflatus, �n gather�ng and gu�d�ng the rel�g�ous
Commun�t�es. Afflatus requ�res personal med�ums; and probably
success depends on the due adjustment of the proport�on between
afflatus and med�um. As afflatus �s the permanent element, and
personal leadersh�p the trans�tory, �t �s l�kely that �n the cases of the
dw�ndl�ng Commun�t�es, leadersh�p has been too strong and afflatus
too weak. A very great man, as med�um of a feeble afflatus, may
bel�ttle a Commun�ty wh�le he holds �t together, and �nsure �ts
dw�ndl�ng away after h�s death. On the other hand, we see �n the
case of the Shakers, a strong afflatus, w�th an ord�nary �ll�terate
woman for �ts f�rst med�um; and the result �s success cont�nu�ng and
�ncreas�ng after her death.

It �s probably true, nevertheless, that an afflatus wh�ch �s strong
enough to make a strong man �ts med�um and keep h�m under, w�ll
atta�n the greatest success; or �n other words, that the greater the
med�um the better, other th�ngs be�ng equal.

In all cases of afflatus cont�nu�ng after the death of the f�rst
med�um, there seems to be an alternat�on of exper�ence between
afflatus and personal leadersh�p, somewhat l�ke that of the Pr�m�t�ve
Chr�st�an Church. In that case, there was f�rst an afflatus
concentrated on a strong leader; then after the death of the leader, a
d�str�buted afflatus for a cons�derable per�od follow�ng the day of
Pentecost; and f�nally another concentrat�on of the afflatus on a
strong leader �n the person of Paul, who was the f�nal organ�zer.

Compare w�th th�s the exper�ence of the Shakers. The afflatus
(�ssu�ng from a comb�nat�on of the Quaker pr�nc�pal�ty w�th the



"French Prophets") had Ann Lee for �ts f�rst med�um, and worked �n
the concentrated form dur�ng her l�fe. After her death, there was a
short �nterregnum of d�str�buted �nsp�rat�on. F�nally the afflatus
concentrated on another leader; and th�s t�me �t was a man, Elder
Meacham, who proved to be the f�nal organ�zer. Each step of th�s
progress �s seen �n the follow�ng br�ef h�story of Shaker�sm, from the
Amer�can Cyclopæd�a:

"The �dea of a commun�ty of property, and of Shaker fam�l�es or
un�tary households, was f�rst broached by Mother Ann, who formed
her l�ttle fam�ly �nto a model after wh�ch the general organ�zat�ons of
the Shaker order, as they now ex�st, have been arranged. She d�ed
�n 1784. In 1787 Joseph Meacham, formerly a Bapt�st preacher, but
who had been one of Mother Ann's f�rst converts at Watervl�et,
collected her adherents �n a settlement at New Lebanon, and
�ntroduced both pr�nc�ples, together probably w�th some others not to
be found �n the revelat�ons of the�r foundress. W�th�n f�ve years,
under the eff�c�ent adm�n�strat�on of Meacham, eleven Shaker
settlements were founded, v�z.: at New Lebanon, New York, wh�ch
has always been regarded as the parent Soc�ety; at Watervl�et, New
York; at Hancock, Tyr�ngham, Harvard, and Sh�rley, Massachusetts;
at Enf�eld, Connect�cut (Meacham's nat�ve town); at Canterbury and
Enf�eld, New Hampsh�re; and at Alfred and New Gloucester, Ma�ne."

Go�ng beyond the Commun�t�es for examples (as the pr�nc�ples of
growth are the same �n all sp�r�tual organ�zat�ons), we may �n l�ke
manner compare the development of Mormon�sm w�th that of
Chr�st�an�ty. Joseph Sm�th was the f�rst med�um. After h�s death
came a per�od of d�str�buted �nsp�rat�on. F�nally the afflatus
concentrated on Br�gham Young as �ts second med�um, and he has
organ�zed Mormon�sm.

For a st�ll greater example, look at the Bonaparte dynasty. It can
not be doubted that there �s a pers�stent afflatus connected w�th that
power. It was concentrated on the f�rst Napoleon. After h�s deposal
and death there was a long �nterregnum; but the afflatus was only
d�str�buted, not ext�ngu�shed. At length �t concentrated aga�n on the
present Napoleon; and he proves to be great �n d�plomacy and
organ�zat�on, as the f�rst Napoleon was �n war.



We have sa�d that the general conclus�on toward wh�ch our facts
and reflect�ons po�nt, �s, f�rst, that rel�g�on, not as a mere doctr�ne,
but as an afflatus, �s the f�rst essent�al to successful Commun�sm;
and secondly, that the afflatus must be strong enough to make
Commun�sm the home-center. We may now add (�f the law we have
just enunc�ated �s rel�able), that the afflatus must also be strong
enough to preva�l over personal leadersh�p �n �ts med�ums, and be
able, when one leader d�es, to f�nd and use another.

We must note however that th�s law of apparent transfer does not
necessar�ly �mply real change of leadersh�p. In the case of
Chr�st�an�ty, �ts adherents assume that the f�rst leader was not
d�splaced, but only transferred from the v�s�ble to the �nv�s�ble
sphere, and thus cont�nued to be the adm�n�strat�ve med�um of the
or�g�nal afflatus. And someth�ng l�ke th�s, we understand, �s cla�med
by the Shakers �n regard to Ann Lee.

CHAPTER XIV.

THE NORTHAMPTON ASSOCIATION.ToC

Th�s Commun�ty, though �ts s�te was �n a reg�on where Jonathan
Edwards and Rev�val�sm re�gned a hundred years before, could
hardly be called rel�g�ous. It seems to have represented a class
somet�mes called "Noth�ngar�ans." But l�ke Brook Farm and
Hopedale, �t was an �ndependent Yankee attempt to regenerate
soc�ety, and a forerunner of Four�er�sm.



Massachusetts, the center of New England, the mother of school
systems and factory systems, of Faneu�l Hall revolut�ons and Ant�-
Slavery revolut�ons, of L�beral�sm, L�terature, and Soc�al Sc�ence,
appears to have ant�c�pated the advent of Four�er�sm, and to have
prepared herself for or aga�nst the rush of French �deas, by throw�ng
out three exper�ments of her own on her three avenues of approach:
—Un�tar�an�sm, Un�versal�sm, and Noth�ngar�an�sm.

The follow�ng neat account of the Northampton Commun�ty, �s
cop�ed from a fem�n�ne manuscr�pt �n Macdonald's collect�on, on
wh�ch he wrote �n penc�l:

"By Mrs. Judson, for me, through G.W. Benson, W�ll�amsburg,
February 14 1853."

MEMOIR.
"The Northampton Assoc�at�on of Educat�on and Industry had �ts

or�g�n �n the asp�rat�on of a few �nd�v�duals for a better and purer
state of soc�ety—for freedom from the trammels of sect and b�gotry,
and an opportun�ty of carry�ng out the�r pr�nc�ples, soc�ally,
rel�g�ously, and otherw�se, w�thout restra�nt from the preva�l�ng
pract�ces of the world around.

"The projectors of th�s enterpr�se were Messrs. Dav�d Mack,
Samuel L. H�ll, George W. Benson and W�ll�am Adam. These, w�th
several others who were �nduced to un�te w�th them, �n all ten
persons, held the�r f�rst meet�ng Apr�l 8 1842, organ�zed the
Assoc�at�on, and adopted a preamble, const�tut�on and by-laws.

"Th�s l�ttle band formed the nucleus, around wh�ch a large number
soon clustered, all th�nk�ng, �ntell�gent persons; all, or nearly all,
see�ng and feel�ng the �mperfect�ons of ex�st�ng soc�ety, and seek�ng
a purer, more free and elevated pos�t�on as regards rel�g�on, pol�t�cs,
bus�ness, &c. It would not be true to say that all the members of the
Commun�ty were �mbued w�th the true sp�r�t of reform; but the
lead�ng m�nds were s�ncere reformers, earnest, truthful souls,
s�ncerely des�r�ng to advance the cause of truth and l�berty. Some
were young persons, attracted th�ther by fr�ends, or com�ng there to



seek employment on the same terms as members, and afterwards
apply�ng for full membersh�p.

"The Assoc�at�on was located about two and a half m�les from the
v�llage and center of bus�ness of Northampton. The estate cons�sted
of f�ve hundred acres of land, a good water-pr�v�lege, a s�lk factory
four stor�es �n he�ght, s�x dwell�ng-houses, a saw-m�ll and other
property, all valued at about $31,000. Th�s estate was formerly
owned by the Northampton S�lk Company; afterwards by J. Conant &
Co., who sold �t to the persons who or�g�nated the Assoc�at�on. The
amount of stock pa�d �n was $20,000. Th�s left a debt of $11,000
upon the Commun�ty, wh�ch, �n the enthus�asm of the new
enterpr�se, they expected soon to pay by add�t�ons to the�r cap�tal
stock, and by the prof�ts of labor. But by the w�thdrawal of members
hold�ng stock, and also by some further purchases of property, th�s
debt was afterwards �ncreased to nearly four t�mes �ts or�g�nal
amount, and no progress was made toward �ts l�qu�dat�on dur�ng the
cont�nuance of the Assoc�at�on.

"Labor was remunerated equally; both sexes and all occupat�ons
rece�v�ng the same compensat�on.

"It could not be expected that so many persons, bound by no
pledges or 'Art�cles of Fa�th,' should agree �n all th�ngs. They were
never asked when apply�ng for membersh�p, 'Do you bel�eve so and
so?' On the contrary, a good l�fe and worthy mot�ves were the only
tests by wh�ch they were judged. Of course �t was necessary, before
they could be adm�tted, to dec�de the quest�on, 'Can they be useful
to the Assoc�at�on?'

"The accommodat�ons for fam�l�es were extremely l�m�ted, and
many t�mes ser�ous �nconven�ence was exper�enced, �n
consequence of small and few apartments. For the most part �t was
cheerfully susta�ned; at least, so long as there was any hope of
success—that �s, of pay�ng the debts, and obta�n�ng a l�vel�hood.
Most of the members had been accustomed to good, spac�ous
houses, and every fac�l�ty for comfortable l�v�ng.

"To obv�ate the d�ff�culty of procur�ng su�table tenements for
separate fam�l�es, a commun�ty fam�ly was �nst�tuted, occupy�ng a



part of the s�lk-factory. Two stor�es of th�s bu�ld�ng were appropr�ated
to the use of such as chose to l�ve at a common table and part�c�pate
�n the labor of the fam�ly. Th�s also formed the home of young
persons who were unconnected w�th fam�l�es.

"There was always plenty of food, and no one suffered for the
necessar�es or comforts of l�fe. All were sat�sf�ed w�th s�mpl�c�ty, both
�n d�et and dress.

"At the f�rst annual meet�ng, held January 18 1843, some
�mportant changes were made �n the management of the affa�rs of
the Assoc�at�on, and a new 'Preamble and Art�cles of Assoc�at�on,'
tend�ng toward consol�dat�on and commun�sm, were adopted for the
year. Th�s step was the occas�on of d�ssat�sfact�on to some of the
stockholders—to one �n part�cular, and probably led to h�s
w�thdrawal, before the exp�rat�on of the year.

"Prev�ous to th�s t�me some of the early members had become
d�ssat�sf�ed w�th l�fe �n a Commun�ty, and had w�thdrawn from all
connect�on w�th �t. They were persons who had been pleased w�th
the avowed objects and pr�nc�ples of the Assoc�at�on, and w�th the
persons compos�ng �t, and also looked upon �t as a prof�table
�nvestment of money. Of course �n th�s they were d�sappo�nted, and
they had no pr�nc�ples wh�ch would �nduce them to make sacr�f�ces
for the cause.

"A department of educat�on was organ�zed, �n wh�ch �t was
des�gned to un�te study w�th labor, on the ground that no educat�on �s
complete wh�ch does not comb�ne phys�cal w�th mental
development. Mr. Adam was the f�rst d�rector of that department, and
was an able and eff�c�ent teacher. He was succeeded by Mr. Mack
and h�s w�fe, who were persons of much exper�ence �n teach�ng, and
of super�or atta�nments. A board�ng-school was opened under the�r
ausp�ces, and several pup�ls were rece�ved from abroad, who
pursued the same course as those belong�ng to the Assoc�at�on.

"In the course of the th�rd year a subscr�pt�on was opened, for the
purpose of rel�ev�ng the necess�t�es of the Assoc�at�on; and people
�nterested �n the object of Soc�al Reform were sol�c�ted to �nvest
money �n th�s enterpr�se, no subscr�pt�on to be b�nd�ng unless the



sum of $25,000 was ra�sed. Th�s sum never was subscr�bed, and of
course no ass�stance was obta�ned �n that way.

"Many troubles were constantly grow�ng out of the pecun�ary
d�ff�cult�es �n wh�ch the Commun�ty was �nvolved. Many sacr�f�ces
were demanded, and much hard labor was requ�red, and those
whose hearts were not �n the work w�thdrew.

"As m�ght be �nferred from what has been sa�d, there was no
rel�g�ous creed, and no part�cular form of rel�g�ous worsh�p enjo�ned.
A meet�ng was susta�ned on the f�rst day of the week most of the
t�me wh�le the Assoc�at�on ex�sted, �n wh�ch var�ous subjects were
d�scussed, and all had the r�ght and an opportun�ty of express�ng
the�r op�n�ons or personal feel�ngs. Of course a great var�ety of v�ews
and sent�ments were �ntroduced. As the rel�g�ous sent�ment �s strong
�n most m�nds, th�s �ntroduct�on of every phase of rel�g�ous bel�ef was
very exc�t�ng, produc�ng �n some d�ssat�sfact�on; �n others, the
shak�ng of all the�r preconce�ved v�ews; and probably result�ng �n
greater l�beral�ty and more char�table feel�ngs �n all.

"The carry�ng out of d�fferent rel�g�ous v�ews was, perhaps, the
occas�on of more d�sagreement than any other subject: the more
l�beral party advocat�ng the propr�ety and ut�l�ty of amusements, such
as card-play�ng, danc�ng, and the l�ke; wh�le others, ow�ng perhaps
to early educat�on, wh�ch had taught them to look upon such th�ngs
as s�nful, now thought them detr�mental and wholly �mproper,
espec�ally �n the �mpover�shed state of the Commun�ty. Th�s
d�sagreement operated to general d�sadvantage; as �n consequence
of �t several worthy people and valuable members w�thdrew.

"There was also a d�fference of op�n�on many t�mes w�th regard to
the management of bus�ness, wh�ch was pr�nc�pally �n the hands of
the trustees, v�z., the Pres�dent, Secretary, and Treasurer, and �t �s
bel�eved was honestly conducted.

"The whole number of persons ever res�dent there, as nearly as
can be ascerta�ned, was two hundred and twenty; wh�le probably the
number of actual members at any one t�me d�d not exceed one
hundred and th�rty.



"W�th regard to the d�ssolut�on of th�s organ�zat�on, wh�ch took
place November 1 1846, I can only quote from the off�c�al records.
'There be�ng no bus�ness before the meet�ng, there was a general
conversat�on among the members about the bus�ness prospects of
the Assoc�at�on, and many were of the op�n�on that �t was best to
d�ssolve; as we were deeply �n debt, and there was no prospect of
any more stock be�ng taken up, wh�ch was the only th�ng that could
rel�eve us, as our earn�ngs were not large, and those members who
had left us, whose stock was due, were call�ng for �t. Some spoke of
the want of that harmony and brotherly feel�ng wh�ch were
�nd�spensable to the success of such an enterpr�se. Others spoke of
the unw�ll�ngness to make sacr�f�ces on the part of some of the
members; also, of the lack of �ndustry and the r�ght appropr�at�on of
t�me.' At a subsequent meet�ng the Execut�ve Counc�l stated that '�n
v�ew of all the c�rcumstances of the Assoc�at�on, they had dec�ded
upon a d�ssolut�on of the several departments as at present
organ�zed, and should proceed to close the affa�rs of the Assoc�at�on
as soon as pract�cable.' So the Assoc�at�on ceased to ex�st.

"The sp�r�t wh�ch prompted �t can never d�e; and though, �n the
carry�ng out of the pr�nc�ples wh�ch led to �ts organ�zat�on, a fa�lure
has been exper�enced, yet the sp�r�t of good-w�ll and benevolence,
that all-embrac�ng char�ty, wh�ch led them to rece�ve among them
some unworthy and unprof�table members, st�ll l�ves and �s
develop�ng �tself �n other s�tuat�ons and by other means.

"It �s �mposs�ble to g�ve a complete h�story of th�s Commun�ty—�ts
changes—�ts tr�als—�ts fa�lure, and �n some respects, perhaps, �ts
success. Much happ�ness was exper�enced there—much of tr�al and
d�sc�pl�ne. No doubt �t had �ts �nfluence on the surround�ng world,
lead�ng them to greater l�beral�ty and Chr�st�an forbearance. It was a
great �nnovat�on on the establ�shed order of th�ngs �n the whole
reg�on, and was at f�rst looked upon w�th horror and d�strust. These
prejud�ces �n a great measure subs�ded, and gave way to a feel�ng of
comparat�ve respect. W�th other s�m�lar undertak�ngs that have been
abandoned, �t has done �ts work; and may �t be found that �ts
�nfluence has been for good and not for ev�l."



CHAPTER XV.

THE SKANEATELES COMMUNITY.ToC

A wonderful year was 1843. Father M�ller's prophet�c calculat�ons
had created a vast expectat�on that �t would be the year of the f�nal
conflagrat�on. H�s conf�dent followers had the�r ascens�on-robes
ready; and outs�de mult�tudes saw the approach of that year w�th an
uneasy �mpress�on that the advent of Chr�st, or someth�ng equally
awful, was about to make an end of the world.

And �ndeed tremendous events d�d come �n 1843. If Father M�ller
and h�s followers had been d�scern�ng and humble enough to have
accepted a sp�r�tual fulf�llment of the�r prophec�es, they m�ght have
escaped the mort�f�cat�on of a total m�stake as to the t�me. The
events that came were these:

The Ant�-slavery movement, wh�ch for twelve years had been
gather�ng �nto �tself all m�nor reforms and f�r�ng the northern heart for
revolut�on, came to �ts cl�max �n the summer of 1843, �n a rush of one
hundred Nat�onal Convent�ons! At the same t�me Br�sbane had every
th�ng ready for h�s great soc�al�st�c movement, and �n the autumn of
1843 the flood of Four�er�sm broke upon the country. Ant�-slavery
was destruct�ve; Four�er�sm professed to be construct�ve. Both were
rampant aga�nst ex�st�ng c�v�l�zat�on. Perhaps �t w�ll be found that �n
the junct�on and tr�umphant sweep of these forces, the old world, �n
an �mportant sense, d�d come to an end.



In 1843 Massachusetts, the great mother of not�ons, threw out �n
the face of �mpend�ng Four�er�sm her fourth and last soc�al�st�c
exper�ment. There was a man�a abroad, that made common
Yankees as conf�dent of the�r ab�l�ty to ach�eve new soc�al mach�nery
and save the world, as though they were Owens or Four�ers. The
Un�tar�ans at Brook Farm, the Un�versal�sts at Hopedale, and the
Noth�ngar�ans at Northampton, had tr�ed the�r hands at Commun�ty-
bu�ld�ng �n 1841—2, and were �n the full glory of success. It was t�me
for Ant�-slavery, the last and most v�gorous of Massachusetts
nursl�ngs, to enter the soc�al�st�c f�eld. Th�s t�me, as �f to make sure of
out-flank�ng the French �nvas�on, the post for the exper�ment was
taken at Skaneateles (a town forty m�les west of the present s�te of
the One�da Commun�ty), thus extend�ng the Massachusetts l�ne from
Boston to Central New York.

John A. Coll�ns, the founder of the Skaneateles Commun�ty, was a
Boston man, and had been a work�ng Abol�t�on�st up to the summer
of 1843. He was �n fact the General Agent of the Massachusetts
Ant�-slavery Soc�ety, and �n that capac�ty had super�ntended the one
hundred Nat�onal Convent�ons ordered by the Soc�ety for that year.
Dur�ng the latter part of th�s serv�ce he had turned h�s own attent�on
and that of the Convent�ons he managed, so much toward h�s pr�vate
schemes of Assoc�at�on, that he had not the face to cla�m h�s salary
as Ant�-slavery agent. H�s way was to get up a rous�ng Ant�-slavery
Convent�on, and conclude �t by call�ng a soc�al�st�c Convent�on, to be
held on the spot �mmed�ately after �t. At the close of the campa�gn he
res�gned, and the Ant�-slavery Board gave h�m the follow�ng
cert�f�cate of character:

"Voted, That the Board, �n accept�ng the res�gnat�on of John A.
Coll�ns, tender h�m the�r s�ncerest thanks, and take th�s occas�on to
bear the most cord�al test�mony to the zeal and d�s�nterestedness
w�th wh�ch, at a great cr�s�s, he threw h�mself a w�ll�ng offer�ng on the
altar of the Ant�-slavery cause, as well as to the energy and rare
ab�l�ty w�th wh�ch for four years he has d�scharged the dut�es of the�r
General Agent; and �n part�ng, offer h�m the�r best w�shes for h�s
future happ�ness and success."



In October Mr. Coll�ns bought at Skaneateles a farm of three
hundred and f�fty acres for $15,000, pay�ng $5,000 down, and g�v�ng
back a mortgage for the rema�nder. There was a good stone farm-
house w�th barns and other bu�ld�ngs on the place. Mr. Coll�ns gave a
general �nv�tat�on to jo�n. One hundred and f�fty responded to the call,
and on the f�rst of January 1844 the Commun�ty was under way, and
the f�rst number of �ts organ, The Commun�t�st, was g�ven to the
world.

The only document we f�nd d�sclos�ng the fundamental pr�nc�ples
of th�s Commun�ty �s the follow�ng—wh�ch however was not
vent�lated �n the Commun�t�st, but found �ts way to the publ�c through
the Skaneateles Columb�an, a ne�ghbor�ng paper. We copy verbat�m:

Art�cles of Bel�ef and D�sbel�ef, and Creed prepared and read by
John A. Coll�ns, November 19, 1843.

"B������ F������: By your consent and adv�ce, I am called upon
to make cho�ce of those among you to a�d me �n establ�sh�ng �n th�s
place, a Commun�ty of property and �nterest, by wh�ch we may be
brought �nto love relat�ons, through wh�ch, plenty and �ntell�gence
may be ult�mately secured to all the �nhab�tants of th�s globe. To
accompl�sh th�s great work there are but very few, �n consequence of
the�r or�g�nal organ�zat�on, structure of m�nd, educat�on, hab�ts and
preconce�ved op�n�ons, who are at the present t�me adapted to work
out th�s great problem of human redempt�on. All who come together
for th�s purpose, should be un�ted �n thought and feel�ng on certa�n
fundamental pr�nc�ples; for w�thout th�s, a Commun�ty of property
would be but a farce. Therefore �t may be sa�d w�th great propr�ety
that the success of the exper�ment w�ll depend upon the w�sdom
exh�b�ted �n the cho�ce of the mater�als as agents for �ts
accompl�shment.

"W�thout go�ng �nto the deta�l of the pr�nc�ples upon wh�ch th�s
Commun�ty �s to be establ�shed, I w�ll state br�efly a few of the
fundamental pr�nc�ples wh�ch I regard as essent�al to be assented to
by every appl�cant for adm�ss�on:



"1. R�������.—A d�sbel�ef �n any spec�al revelat�on of God to man,
touch�ng h�s w�ll, and thereby b�nd�ng upon man as author�ty �n any
arb�trary sense; that all forms of worsh�p should cease; that all
rel�g�ons of every age and nat�on, have the�r or�g�n �n the same great
falsehood, v�z., God's spec�al Prov�dences; that wh�le we adm�re the
precepts attr�buted to Jesus of Nazareth, we do not regard them as
b�nd�ng because uttered by h�m, but because they are true �n
themselves, and best adapted to promote the happ�ness of the race:
therefore we regard the Sabbath as other days; the organ�zed
church as adapted to produce str�fe and content�on rather than love
and peace; the clergy as an �mpos�t�on; the b�ble as no author�ty;
m�racles as unph�losph�cal; and salvat�on from s�n, or from
pun�shment �n a future world, through a cruc�f�ed God, as a remnant
of heathen�sm.

"2. G����������.—A d�sbel�ef �n the r�ghtful ex�stence of all
governments based upon phys�cal force; that they are organ�zed
bands of band�ts, whose author�ty �s to be d�sregarded: therefore we
w�ll not vote under such governments, or pet�t�on to them, but
demand them to d�sband; do no m�l�tary duty; pay no personal or
property taxes; s�t upon no jur�es; and never appeal to the law for a
redress of gr�evances, but use all peaceful and moral means to
secure the�r complete destruct�on.

"3. That there �s to be no �nd�v�dual property, but all goods shall be
held �n common; that the �dea of m�ne and th�ne, as regards the
earth and �ts products, as now understood �n the exclus�ve sense, �s
to be d�sregarded and set as�de; therefore, when we un�te, we w�ll
throw �nto the common treasury all the property wh�ch �s regarded as
belong�ng to us, and forever after y�eld up our �nd�v�dual cla�m and
ownersh�p �n �t; that no compensat�on shall be demanded for our
labor, �f we should ever leave.

"4. M�������.—[Orthodox as usual on th�s head.] That we regard
marr�age as a true relat�on, grow�ng out of the nature of th�ngs—
repud�at�ng l�cent�ousness, concub�nage, adultery, b�gamy and
polygamy; that marr�age �s des�gned for the happ�ness of the part�es
and to promote love and v�rtue; that when such part�es have outl�ved
the�r affect�ons and can not longer contr�bute to each other's



happ�ness, the sooner the separat�on takes place the better; and
such separat�on shall not be a barr�er to the part�es �n aga�n un�t�ng
w�th any one, when they shall cons�der the�r happ�ness can be
promoted thereby; that parents are �n duty bound to educate the�r
ch�ldren �n hab�ts of v�rtue and love and �ndustry; and that they are
bound to un�te w�th the Commun�ty.

"5. E�������� �� C�������.—That the Commun�ty owes to the
ch�ldren a duty to secure them a v�rtuous educat�on, and watch over
them w�th parental care.

"6. D��������.—That a vegetable and fru�t d�et �s essent�al to the
health of the body, and pur�ty of the m�nd, and the happ�ness of
soc�ety; therefore, the k�ll�ng and eat�ng of an�mals �s essent�ally
wrong, and should be renounced as soon as poss�ble, together w�th
the use of all narcot�cs and st�mulants.

"7. That all appl�cants shall, at the d�scret�on of the Commun�ty, be
put upon probat�on of three or s�x months.

"8. Any person who shall force h�mself or herself upon the
Commun�ty, who has rece�ved no �nv�tat�on from the Commun�ty, or
who does not assent to the v�ews above enumerated, shall not be
treated or cons�dered as a member of the Commun�ty; no work shall
be ass�gned to h�m or her �f sol�c�ted, wh�le at the same t�me, he or
she shall be regarded w�th the same k�ndness as all or any other
strangers—shall be furn�shed w�th food and cloth�ng; that �f at any
t�me any one shall d�ssent from any or all of the pr�nc�ples above, he
ought at once, �n just�ce to h�mself, to the Commun�ty, and to the
world, to leave the Assoc�at�on. To these v�ews we hereby aff�x our
respect�ve s�gnatures.

"Assented to by all, except Q.A. Johnson, of Syracuse; J.
Joseph�ne Johnson, do.; W�ll�am Kennedy, do.; Solomon Johnson, of
Mart�nsburgh; and W�ll�am C. Besson, of Lynn, Massachusetts."

Th�s was too strong, and had to be repud�ated the next spr�ng by
the follow�ng ed�tor�al �n the Commun�t�st:



"C�����.—Our fr�ends abroad requ�re us to say a few words
under th�s head.

"We repud�ate all creeds, sects, and part�es, �n whatever shape or
form they may present themselves. Our pr�nc�ples are as broad as
the un�verse, and as l�beral as the elements that surround us. They
forb�d the adopt�on and ma�ntenance of any creed, const�tut�on, rules
of fa�th, declarat�ons of bel�ef and d�sbel�ef, touch�ng any or all
subjects; leav�ng each �nd�v�dual free to th�nk, bel�eve and d�sbel�eve,
as he or she may be moved by knowledge, hab�t, or spontaneous
�mpulses. Bel�ef and d�sbel�ef are founded upon some k�nd of
ev�dence, wh�ch may be sat�sfactory to the �nd�v�dual to-day, but
wh�ch other or better ev�dence may change to-morrow. We est�mate
the man by h�s acts rather than by h�s pecul�ar bel�ef. We say to all,
Bel�eve what you may, but act as well as you can.

"These pr�nc�ples do not deny to any one the r�ght to draw out h�s
pecul�ar v�ews—h�s bel�ef and d�sbel�ef—on paper, and present them
for the cons�derat�on and adopt�on of others. Nor do we deny the fact
that such a th�ng has been done even w�th us. But we are happy to
�nform all our fr�ends and the world at large, that such a document
was not fully assented to and was never adopted by the Commun�ty;
and that the authors were among the f�rst to d�scover the error and
retrace the step. The document, w�th all proceed�ngs under �t, or
relat�ng thereto, has long s�nce been abol�shed and repud�ated by
unan�mous consent; and we now feel ourselves to be much w�ser
and better than when we commenced."

It w�ll be not�ced that there was a party �n the Commun�ty, headed
by Q.A. Johnson, who saw the error of the creed before Coll�ns d�d,
and refused to s�gn �t. Th�s Johnson and h�s party made much
trouble for Coll�ns; and the whole plot of the Commun�ty-drama turns
on the struggle between these two men, as the reader w�ll see �n the
sequel.

Macdonald says, "A calam�tous error was made �n the deed�ng of
the property. It appears that Mr. Coll�ns, who purchased the property,
and whose exper�ment �t really was, perm�tted the name of another



man [Q.A.J.] to be �nserted �n the deed, as a trustee, �n connect�on
w�th h�s own. He d�d th�s to avo�d even the susp�c�on of self�shness.
But h�s conf�dence was m�splaced; as the �nd�v�dual alluded to
subsequently acted both self�shly and d�shonestly. Mr. Coll�ns and
h�s fr�ends had to contend w�th the oppos�t�on of th�s person and one
or two others dur�ng a great port�on of the t�me."

Mr. F�nch, an Owen�te, wr�t�ng to the New Moral World, August 16,
1845, says:

Mr. Coll�ns held to no-government or non-res�stance pr�nc�ples:
and wh�le he cla�med for the Commun�ty the r�ght to rece�ve and
reject members, he refused to appeal to the government to a�d h�m
�n expell�ng �mposters, �ntruders and unruly members; wh�ch v�rtually
amounted to throw�ng the doors w�de open for the recept�on of all
k�nds of worthless characters. In consequence of h�s efforts to
reduce that pr�nc�ple to pract�ce, the Commun�ty soon swarmed w�th
an �ndolent, unpr�nc�pled and self�sh class of 'reformers,' as they
termed themselves; one of whom, a lawyer [Q.A.J.], got half the
estate �nto h�s own hands, and well-n�gh ru�ned the concern. Mr.
Coll�ns, from h�s exper�ence, at length became conv�nced of h�s
errors as to these new-fangled Yankee not�ons, and has now
abandoned them, recovered the property, got r�d of the worthless
and d�ssat�sf�ed members, restored the soc�ety to peace and
harmony, and they are now employed �n form�ng a new Const�tut�on
for the soc�ety, �n agreement w�th the knowledge they have all ga�ned
by the last two years' exper�ence.

"Ow�ng to the d�ssens�ons that arose from the�r defect�ve
organ�zat�on at the f�rst, a cons�derable number of the res�dents have
e�ther been d�sm�ssed, or have w�thdrawn from the place. The
populat�on, therefore, at present numbers only eleven adult male
members, e�ght female, and seven ch�ldren. The whole number of
members, male and female, labor most �ndustr�ously from s�x t�ll s�x;
and hav�ng large orders for the�r saw-m�ll and turn�ng shop, they
work them n�ght and day, w�th two sets of men, work�ng each twelve
hours—the saw-m�ll and turn�ng shop be�ng the�r pr�nc�pal sources of
revenue."



The Commun�t�st, September 18, 1845, about two years after the
commencement of the Commun�ty, and e�ght months before �ts end,
g�ves the follow�ng p�cture of �ts exper�ences and prospects, from the
l�vely pen of Mr. Coll�ns:

"Most happy are we to �nform our readers and the fr�ends of
Commun�ty �n general, that our prospects of success are now
cheer�ng. The dark clouds wh�ch so long hung over our movement,
and at t�mes threatened not only to destroy �ts peace, but �ts
ex�stence, have at last d�sappeared. We now have a clear sky, and
the gen�al rays of a br�ll�ant sun once more are rad�at�ng upon us.
Our past exper�ence, though gr�evous, w�ll be of great serv�ce to us
�n our future progress, and w�ll no doubt ult�mately work out the fru�ts
of un�ty, �ndustry, abundance, �ntell�gence and progress. It has taught
us how far we may, �n safety to our enterpr�se, advance; that some
�mportant steps may be taken, of the pract�cab�l�ty of wh�ch we had
doubts; and others, �n the success of wh�ch we had but l�ttle fa�th,
have proved both safe and exped�ent. Our prev�ous conv�ct�ons have
been conf�rmed, that all �s not gold that gl�tters; that not all who are
most clamorous for reform are competent to become successful
agents for �ts accompl�shment; that there �s float�ng upon the surface
of soc�ety, a body of restless, d�sappo�nted, jealous, �ndolent sp�r�ts,
d�sgusted w�th our present soc�al system, not because �t encha�ns
the masses to poverty, �gnorance, v�ce and endless serv�tude; but
because they could not render �t subserv�ent to the�r pr�vate ends.
Exper�ence has conv�nced us that th�s class stands ready to mount
every new movement that prom�ses ease, abundance, and �nd�v�dual
freedom; and that when such an enterpr�se refuses to �nterpret
l�cense for freedom, and �ns�sts that members shall make the�r
strength, sk�ll and talent subserv�ent to the movement, then the cry of
tyranny and oppress�on �s ra�sed aga�nst those who advocate such
�ndustry and self-den�al; then the enterpr�se must become a scape-
goat, to bear the f�ckleness, �ndolence, self�shness and envy of th�s
class. But the above �s not the only class of m�nds that our cause
convened. From the great, noble, and d�s�nterested pr�nc�ples wh�ch
�t embraces, from the h�gh hopes wh�ch �t �nsp�res for progress,
reform and, �n a word, for human redempt�on, �t has called many true



reformers, genu�ne ph�lanthrop�sts, men and women of strong hands,
brave hearts and v�gorous m�nds.

"Our enterpr�se, the most rad�cal and reformatory �n �ts profess�on,
gathers these two extremes of character, from mot�ves d�ametr�cally
oppos�te. When these are brought together, �t �s reasonable to
expect that, l�ke an ac�d and alkal�, they w�ll effervesce, or, l�ke the
two oppos�te poles of a battery, w�ll repel each other. For the last
year �t has been the pr�nc�pal object of the Commun�ty to r�d �tself of
�ts cumbersome mater�al, know�ng that �ts very ex�stence h�nged
upon th�s po�nt. In th�s �t has been successful. Much of th�s mater�al
was h�red to go at an expense l�ttle �f any short of three thousand
dollars. People w�ll marvel at th�s. But the Commun�ty, �n �ts world-
w�de ph�lanthropy, cast to the w�nds �ts power to expel unruly and
turbulent members, wh�ch gave our quondam would-be-called
'Reformers,' an opportun�ty to reduce to pract�ce, the�r real pr�nc�ples.
In th�s w�nnow�ng process �t would be somewhat remarkable �f much
good wheat had not been carr�ed off w�th the chaff.

"Commun�t�es and Assoc�at�ons, �n the�r commencement too
heav�ly charged w�th an �mpract�cable, �nexper�enced, self-suff�c�ent,
gaseous class of m�nd, have generally exploded before they were
consc�ous of the combust�ble mater�al they embraced, or had
acqu�red strength or exper�ence suff�c�ent to guard themselves
aga�nst those elements wh�ch threaten the�r destruct�on. W�th a small
crew well accl�mated, we have doubled the cape, and are now upon
a smooth sea, head�ng for the port of Commun�sm.

"The problem of soc�al reform must be solved by �ts own members;
by those possessed of l�v�ng fa�th, �ndom�table perseverance,
unfl�nch�ng devot�on and undy�ng energy. The v�c�ous, the s�ck, the
�nf�rm, the �ndolent, can not at present be serv�ceable to our cause.
Commun�ty should ne�ther be regarded �n the l�ght of a poor-house
nor hosp�tal. Our object �s not so much to g�ve a home to the poor, as
to demonstrate to them the�r own power and resources, and thereby
ult�mately to destroy poverty. We make money no cond�t�on of
membersh�p; but poverty alone �s not a suff�c�ent qual�f�cat�on to
secure adm�ss�on. Stab�l�ty of character, �ndustr�ous hab�ts, phys�cal
energy, moral strength, mental force, and benevolent feel�ngs, are



character�st�cs �nd�spensable to a valuable Commun�st. A
Commun�ty of such members has an �nexhaust�ble m�ne of wealth,
though not �n possess�on of one dollar. Do not understand by th�s
that we reject e�ther men or money, s�mply because they happen to
be un�ted. The more wealth a good member br�ngs, the better. It �s,
however, the smallest of all qual�f�cat�ons, �n and of �tself. There
should be at f�rst as few non-producers as poss�ble. S�ngle men and
women and small fam�l�es are best adapted to our cond�t�on and
c�rcumstances. In the commencement, the less ch�ldren the better. It
would be des�rable to have none but the ch�ldren born on the
doma�n. Then they would grow up w�th an und�v�ded Commun�ty
feel�ng. Through the agency of such �s our cause to be successfully
carr�ed forward. A man w�th a large fam�ly of non-produc�ng ch�ldren,
must possess extraord�nary powers, to just�fy h�s adm�ss�on."

Macdonald thus concludes the tale: "After the exper�ment had
progressed between two and three years, Mr. Coll�ns became
conv�nced that he and h�s fellow members could not carry out �n
pract�ce the Commun�ty �dea. He resolved to abandon the attempt;
and call�ng the members together, expla�ned to them h�s feel�ngs on
the subject. He res�gned the deed of the property �nto the�r hands,
and soon after departed from Skaneateles, l�ke one who had lost h�s
nearest and dearest fr�end. Most of the members left soon after, and
the Commun�ty qu�etly d�ssolved.

"Th�s exper�ment d�d not fa�l through pecun�ary embarrassment.
The property was worth tw�ce as much when the Commun�ty
d�ssolved, as �t was at f�rst; and was much more than suff�c�ent to
pay all debts. So �t may be truly sa�d, that th�s exper�ment was g�ven
up through a conv�ct�on �n the m�nd of the or�g�nator, that the theory
of the Commun�ty could not be carr�ed out �n pract�ce—that the
attempt was premature, and the necessary cond�t�ons d�d not yet
ex�st. The Commun�ty ended �n May 1846."

Mr. Coll�ns subsequently acknowledged �n the publ�c pr�nts h�s
abandonment of the schemes of ph�lanthropy and soc�al
�mprovement �n wh�ch he had been consp�cuous; and returned, as a
soc�al�st�c paper expressed �t, "to the decenc�es and respectab�l�t�es
of orthodox Wh�ggery."



For s�de-l�ghts to th�s general sketch wh�ch we have collected from
Macdonald, F�nch and Coll�ns, we have consulted the f�les of the
Phalanx and the Harb�nger. The follow�ng �s all we f�nd:

The Phalanx, September 7, 1844, ment�ons that the Commun�t�st
has reached �ts seventh number—has been enlarged and �mproved
—has changed �ts terms from grat�s to $1.00 per year �n advance—
congratulates the Commun�ty on th�s �mprovement, but cr�t�c�ses �ts
fundamental pr�nc�ple of Commun�sm.

The Harb�nger, September 14, 1845, quotes a Rochester paper as
say�ng that "the Skaneateles concern has been s�fted aga�n and
aga�n of �ts chaff or wheat, we hardly know wh�ch, unt�l, from a very
w�ld republ�c, �t appears verg�ng toward a sober monarchy; �.e.,
toward the unres�sted sway of a s�ngle m�nd." On th�s the Harb�nger
remarks:

"The Skaneateles Commun�ty, so far from be�ng a Four�er
�nst�tut�on, has been �n open and b�tter host�l�ty w�th that system; no
man has taken stronger ground aga�nst the Four�er movement than
�ts founder, Mr. John Coll�ns; and although of late �t has somewhat
softened �n �ts oppos�t�on to the v�ews of Four�er, �t �s no more �n
un�son w�th them than �t �s w�th the doctr�nes of the Presbyter�an
Church, or the 'domest�c arrangements' of South Carol�na. We
understand that Mr. Coll�ns has essent�ally mod�f�ed h�s �deas �n
regard to a true soc�al order, s�nce he commenced at Skaneateles;
that he f�nds many pr�nc�ples to wh�ch he was attached �n theory,
untenable �n pract�ce; and that learn�ng w�sdom by exper�ence, he �s
now a�m�ng at results wh�ch are more pract�cable �n the�r nature, than
those wh�ch he had deeply at heart �n the commencement. But w�th
the most fr�endly feel�ngs toward Mr. Coll�ns and the Skaneateles
Commun�ty, we declare that �t has no connect�on w�th Assoc�at�on on
the plan of Four�er; �t �s str�ctly speak�ng a Commun�ty of property—a
system wh�ch we reject as the grave of l�berty; though �ncomparably
super�or to the system of v�olence and fraud wh�ch �s upheld �n the
ex�st�ng order of soc�ety."

In the Harb�nger of September 27, 1845, Mr. R�pley wr�tes �n
fr�endly terms of the br�ghten�ng prospects of the Skaneateles



Commun�ty; objects to �ts Commun�st�c pr�nc�ples and �ts host�l�ty to
rel�g�on; w�th these except�ons th�nks well of �t and w�shes �t success.

In the Harb�nger of November 20, 1847, a year and more after the
decease of the Commun�ty, an enthus�ast�c Assoc�at�on�st says that
several defunct Phalanxes—the Skaneateles among the rest—"are
not dead, but only asleep; and w�ll wake up by and by to new and
super�or l�fe!"

Several members of the One�da Commun�ty had more or less
personal knowledge of the Skaneateles exper�ment. At our request
they have wr�tten what they remember; wh�ch we present �n
conclus�on, as the nearest we can get to an "�ns�de v�ew."

RECOLLECTIONS OF H.J. SEYMOUR.
"My acqua�ntance w�th the Skaneateles Commun�ty was l�m�ted to

what I gathered under the follow�ng c�rcumstances: John A. Coll�ns
lectured on Assoc�at�on �n Westmoreland, near where I l�ved, �n
1843. H�s eloquence had some effect on my father and h�s fam�ly,
and on me among the rest. In the fall, when the Commun�ty started,
my father sent my brother, then e�ghteen years old, w�th a wagon
and yoke of oxen, to the Commun�ty. He rema�ned there t�ll nearly
the m�ddle of w�nter, when he returned home, ostens�bly by �nv�tat�on
of my mother, who had become alarmed by the reports and
ev�dences of the �nf�del�ty of Coll�ns and h�s assoc�ates; but I am
�ncl�ned to th�nk my brother was ready to leave, hav�ng sat�sf�ed h�s
asp�rat�ons for that k�nd of Commun�sm. The next summer I made a
call of a few hours at the Commun�ty �n company w�th my mother;
but most of my �nformat�on about �t �s der�ved from my brother.

"He spoke of Coll�ns as full of f�ery zeal, and a k�nd of fussy
off�c�ousness �n bus�ness, but lack�ng �n good judgment. To f�gure
abroad as a lecturer was thought to be h�s appropr�ate sphere. The
other most prom�nent leader was Q.A. Johnson of Syracuse. I have
heard h�m represented as a long-headed, tonguey lawyer. The
quest�on to be settled soon after my brother's arr�val, was, on wh�ch
of the falls the saw-m�ll and mach�ne-shop should be bu�lt. Coll�ns



sa�d �t should be on one; Johnson sa�d �t should be on the other; and
the d�spute waxed warm between them. I judge, from what my
brother told me, that the confl�ct between these two men and the�r
part�sans raged through nearly the whole l�fe of the Commun�ty, and
was f�nally ended only by the w�thdrawal of Johnson, �n cons�derat�on
of a pretty round sum of money.

"My brother d�d not make a pract�ce of attend�ng the�r even�ng
meet�ngs, for the reason that he was one of the hard workers and
could not afford �t; as there was an amount of d�sput�ng go�ng on that
was very wear�some to the flesh.

"The quest�on of d�et was one about wh�ch the Commun�ty was
greatly exerc�sed. And there seems to have been an �nner c�rcle,
among whom the d�etet�c furor worked w�th spec�al v�olence. For the
purpose of l�v�ng what they cons�dered a str�ctly natural l�fe, they
betook themselves to an exclus�ve d�et of bo�led wheat, and bu�lt
themselves a shanty �n the woods; hop�ng to secure long l�fe and
happ�ness by thus gett�ng nearer to nature."

RECOLLECTIONS OF E.L. HATCH.
"I v�s�ted the Skaneateles Commun�ty tw�ce, partly on bus�ness,

and partly by request of a ne�ghbor who was about to jo�n, and
w�shed me to jo�n w�th h�m. I was rece�ved pleasantly and treated
well. The f�rst t�me, they gave me a cup of tea and bread and butter
for supper. I told them I w�shed to fare as the rest d�d. They sa�d �t
was usual for them to g�ve v�s�tors what they were accustomed to;
but they were look�ng forward to some reform �n th�s respect. In the
morn�ng I not�ced that some poured m�lk on the�r plates, la�d a sl�ce
of bread �n �t, and cut �t �nto mouthfuls before eat�ng. Some used
molasses �nstead of m�lk. There was not much of the home-feel�ng
there. Every one seemed to be sett�ng an example, and try�ng to
br�ng all the others to �t. The second t�me I was there I d�scovered
there were two part�es. One man remarked to another on see�ng
meat on the table, that he 'guessed they had been to some grave-
yard.' The other sa�d he 'd�d not eat dead creatures.' After supper I
was stand�ng near some men �n the s�tt�ng-room, when one sa�d to



another, 'How h�gh �s your God?' The answer was, 'About as h�gh as
my head.' The f�rst, putt�ng h�s hand up to h�s breast, sa�d, 'M�ne �s
so h�gh.' I concluded they were �nf�dels."

RECOLLECTIONS OF L. VANVELZER.
"I attended a Convent�on of Assoc�at�on�sts held near the

Skaneateles Commun�ty �n 1845, and became very much �nterested
�n the pr�nc�ples set forth by John A. Coll�ns and h�s fr�ends. There
was much exc�tement at that t�me all through the country �n regard to
Assoc�at�on. Qu�te a number came from Boston and jo�ned the
Skaneateles Commun�ty. Johnson and Coll�ns seemed to be the two
lead�ng sp�r�ts, Coll�ns was a strong advocate of �nf�del pr�nc�ples,
and was very �ntolerant to all rel�g�ous sects; wh�le Johnson
advocated rel�g�ous pr�nc�ples and general tolerat�on. In becom�ng
acqua�nted w�th these two men, I was naturally drawn toward
Johnson; th�s created jealousy between them. Mrs. Vanvelzer and
myself talked a great deal about sell�ng out and go�ng there; but
before we had made any pract�cal move, I began to see that there
was not any un�ty among them, but on the contrary a great deal of
b�cker�ng and back-b�t�ng. I became d�sgusted w�th the whole affa�r.
But my w�fe d�d not see th�ngs as I d�d at that t�me. She was
determ�ned to go, and d�d go. At the exp�rat�on of three or four weeks
I went to see her, and found she was becom�ng d�ssat�sf�ed. In
consequence of her jo�n�ng them, there had been a regular quarrel
between the two part�es, and �t resulted �n a rupture. They had a
meet�ng that lasted nearly all n�ght; Johnson and h�s party stand�ng
up for Mrs. Vanvelzer, and Coll�ns and h�s party aga�nst her. Some
went so far as to threaten Johnson's l�fe. Th�s state of th�ngs went on
unt�l they broke up, wh�ch was only a short t�me after Mrs. Vanvelzer
left."

RECOLLECTIONS OF MRS. S. VANVELZER.
"In the w�nter of 1845 Mr. Coll�ns and others assoc�ated w�th h�m

lectured �n Baldw�nsv�lle, where I then res�ded. My husband was



�nterested �n the�r teach�ngs, and �nv�ted them to our house, where I
had more or less conversat�on w�th them. They set forth the�r
scheme �n glow�ng colors, and professed that the do�ngs of the day
of Pentecost were the�r foundat�on; and w�thal they flattered me
cons�derably, tell�ng me I was just the woman to go to the
Commun�ty and help carry out the�r pr�nc�ples and bu�ld up a home
for human�ty.

"Well, I went; but I was d�sappo�nted. Noth�ng was as represented;
but back-b�t�ng, ev�l-th�nk�ng, and quarrel�ng were the order of the
day. They set two tables �n the same d�n�ng-room; one prov�ded w�th
ord�nary food, though rather spar�ngly; the other w�th bo�led wheat,
r�ce and Graham mush, w�thout salt or season�ng of any k�nd. They
kept butter, sugar and m�lk under lock and key, and �n fact almost
every th�ng else. They had amusements, such as danc�ng, card-
play�ng, checkers, etc. There were some 'aff�n�ty' affa�rs among
them, wh�ch caused cons�derable goss�p�ng. I rema�ned there three
weeks, and came away d�sgusted; but f�rm �n the bel�ef that Chr�st�an
Commun�sm would be carr�ed out somet�me."

Allen and Orv�s, the lectur�ng m�ss�onar�es of Four�er�sm sent out
by Brook Farm �n 1847, passed through Central New York �n the
course of the�r tour, and �n the�r reports of the�r exper�ences to the
Harb�nger, thus bewa�led the d�sastrous effects of Coll�ns's
exper�ment:

"In Syracuse our meet�ngs were almost a fa�lure. Coll�ns's
Skaneateles 'Hunt of Harmony,' or f�ght to conquer a peace, h�s
�nf�del�ty, h�s d�sastrous fa�lure after mak�ng such an outcry �n behalf
of a better order of soc�ety, and the �gnorance of the people, who
have not �ntell�gence enough to d�scr�m�nate between a true
Construct�ve Reform, and the No-God, No-Government, No-
Marr�age, No-Money, No-Meat, No-Salt, No-Pepper system of
Commun�ty, but th�nk that Coll�ns was a 'Fury�te' just l�ke ourselves,



has closed the ears of the people �n th�s ne�ghborhood aga�nst our
words."

CHAPTER XVI.

SOCIAL ARCHITECTS.ToC

Thus far we have been d�spos�ng of the preludes of Four�er�sm.
Before commenc�ng the memo�rs of the regular P�������� (wh�ch �s
the proper name of the Four�er Assoc�at�ons), we w�ll devote a
chapter or two to general v�ews of Four�er�sm, as compared w�th
other forms of Soc�al�sm, and as �t was pract�cally developed �n th�s
country.

Parke Godw�n was one of the earl�est and ablest of the Amer�can
expos�tors of Four�er�sm; second only, perhaps, to Albert Br�sbane.
In h�s "Popular V�ew of the Doctr�nes of Charles Four�er" (an octavo
pamphlet of 120 pages publ�shed �n 1844), he has a chapter on
"Soc�al Arch�tects," �n wh�ch he proposes the follow�ng class�f�cat�on:



"These dar�ng and or�g�nal sp�r�ts arrange themselves �n three
classes; the merely Theoret�cal; the s�mply Pract�cal; and the
Theoret�co-Pract�cal comb�ned. In other words, the Soc�al Arch�tects
whom we propose to cons�der, may be descr�bed as those who
�deally plan the new structure of soc�ety; those who set �mmed�ately
to work to make a new structure, w�thout any very large and
comprehens�ve plan; and those who have both dev�sed a plan and
attempted �ts actual execut�on.

"I. The Theoret�cal class �s one wh�ch �s most numerous, but
whose cla�ms are the least worthy of attent�on. [Under th�s head, Mr.
Godw�n ment�ons Plato, S�r Thomas More and Harr�ngton, and
d�scusses the�r �mag�nat�ve projects—the Republ�c, Utop�a and
Oceana.]

"II. The Pract�cal Arch�tects of Soc�ety, or the Commun�t�es
�nst�tuted to exempl�fy a more perfect state of soc�al l�fe. [The
Essenes, Morav�ans, Shakers and Rapp�tes are ment�oned under
th�s head.]

"III. The Theoret�co-Pract�cal Arch�tects of Soc�ety, or those who
have comb�ned the enunc�at�on of general pr�nc�ples of soc�al
organ�zat�on w�th actual exper�ments, of whom the best
representat�ves are St. S�mon, Robert Owen and Charles Four�er.
Th�s class w�ll extend the bas�s of our �nqu�r�es, and demand a more
elaborate cons�derat�on."

Th�s class�f�cat�on, �f �t had not gone beyond the popular pamphlet
�n wh�ch �t was started, m�ght have been left w�thout cr�t�c�sm. But �t �s
substant�ally reproduced �n the New Amer�can Cyclopæd�a under the
head of "Soc�al�sm," and thus has become a standard doctr�ne. We
w�ll therefore po�nt out what we conce�ve to be �ts errors, and
�nd�cate a truer class�f�cat�on.

In the f�rst place, from the account of St. S�mon and Four�er wh�ch
Mr. Godw�n h�mself g�ves �mmed�ately after the last of h�s three
head�ngs, �t �s clear that they d�d not belong to the theoret�co-
pract�cal class. St. S�mon undertook to perfect h�mself �n all



knowledge, and for th�s purpose exper�mented �n many th�ngs, good
and bad; but �t does not appear that he ever tr�ed h�s hand at
Commun�sm or Assoc�at�on of any k�nd. He publ�shed a book called
"New Chr�st�an�ty," of wh�ch Godw�n says:

"It was an attempt to show, what had been often before attempted,
that the sp�r�t and pract�ce of rel�g�on were not at one; that there was
a w�de chasm separat�ng the revelat�on from the commentary, the
text from the gloss, the Master from the D�sc�ples. Noth�ng could
have been more forc�ble than �ts attacks on the ex�st�ng church, �n
wh�ch the Pope and Luther rece�ved an equal share of the blows. He
conv�cted both part�es of errors w�thout number, and heres�es the
most monstrous. But he d�d not carry the same v�gor �nto the
development of the pos�t�ve port�ons of h�s thought. He ceased to be
log�cal, that he m�ght be sent�mental. Yet the truth wh�ch he �ns�sted
on was a great one—perhaps the greatest, v�z., that the fundamental
pr�nc�ple �n the const�tut�on of soc�ety, should be Love. Chr�st teaches
all men, he says, that they are brothers; that human�ty �s one; that
the true l�fe of the �nd�v�dual �s �n the bosom of h�s race; and that the
h�ghest law of h�s be�ng �s the law of progress."

On the bas�s of th�s sent�mental�sm, St. S�mon appealed most
eloquently to all classes to un�te—to march as one man—to �nscr�be
on the�r banners, "Parad�se on earth �s before us!" but Godw�n says:

"Alas! the magnan�mous sp�r�t wh�ch could utter these thr�ll�ng
words was not dest�ned to see the�r real�zat�on. The long process of
starvat�on f�nally brought St. S�mon to h�s end; but �n the suffer�ngs of
death, as �n the agony of l�fe, h�s m�nd reta�ned �ts calmness and
sympathy, and he per�shed w�th these words of subl�me conf�dence
and hope on h�s l�ps: 'The future �s ours!'

"The few devoted fr�ends who stood round that deathbed, took up
the words, and began the work of propagat�on. The doctr�ne rap�dly
spread; �t rece�ved a more prec�se and comprehens�ve development
under the expos�t�ons of Bazard and Enfantan; and a few years saw
a new fam�ly, wh�ch was also a new church, gathered at
Men�lmontant. On �ts banner was �nscr�bed, 'To each, accord�ng to
h�s capac�ty, and to each capac�ty accord�ng to �ts work.' Its



government took the form of a rel�g�ous h�erarchy, and �ts ma�n
pol�t�cal pr�nc�ple was the abol�t�on of �nher�tance.

"It was ev�dent that a soc�ety so const�tuted could not long be held
together. Made up of enthus�asts, w�thout def�n�te pr�nc�ples of
organ�zat�on, trust�ng to feel�ng and not to sc�ence, �ts members soon
began to quarrel, and the latter days of �ts ex�stence were sta�ned by
d�sgust�ng l�cense. St. S�mon was one of the noblest sp�r�ts, but an
unf�t leader of any enterpr�se. He saw all th�ngs, says a fr�endly cr�t�c,
through h�s heart. In th�s was h�s weakness; he wanted head; he
wanted prec�se not�ons; he va�nly hoped to reconstruct soc�ety by a
sent�ment; he la�d the foundat�ons of h�s house on sand."

What �s there �n all th�s that ent�tles St. S�mon to a place among
the theoret�co-pract�cals? How does �t appear that he "comb�ned the
enunc�at�on of general pr�nc�ples of soc�al organ�zat�on w�th actual
exper�ments?" H�s followers tr�ed to do someth�ng; but St. S�mon
h�mself, accord�ng to th�s account, d�d absolutely noth�ng but wr�te
and talk; and far from be�ng a theoret�co-pract�cal, was not even
theoret�cal, but only sent�mental!

Four�er was theoret�cal enough. But we look �n va�n through Mr.
Godw�n's account of h�m for any s�gns of the pract�cal. He med�tated
much and wrote many books, and that �s all. He was a student and a
recluse to the end of h�s career. Instead of engag�ng �n any pract�cal
attempt to real�ze h�s soc�al theor�es, he quarreled w�th the only
exper�ment that was made by h�s d�sc�ples dur�ng h�s l�fe. Godw�n
says:

"A jo�nt-stock company was formed �n 1832, to real�ze the new
theory of Assoc�at�on; and one gentleman, M. Baudet Dulary,
member of parl�ament for the county of Se�ne and O�se, bought an
estate, wh�ch cost h�m f�ve hundred thousand francs (one hundred
thousand dollars), for the express purpose of putt�ng the theory �nto
pract�ce. Operat�ons were actually commenced; but for want of
suff�c�ent cap�tal to erect bu�ld�ngs and stock the farm, the whole
operat�on was paralyzed; and notw�thstand�ng the natural cause of
cessat�on, the s�mple fact of stopp�ng short after hav�ng commenced



operat�ons, made a very unfavorable �mpress�on upon the publ�c
m�nd. Success �s the only cr�ter�on w�th the �ndolent and �nd�fferent,
who do not take the trouble to reason on c�rcumstances and
acc�dental d�ff�cult�es.

"Four�er was very much vexed at the prec�p�tat�on of h�s part�sans,
who were too �mpat�ent to wa�t unt�l suff�c�ent means had been
obta�ned. They argued that the fact of hav�ng commenced operat�ons
would attract the attent�on of cap�tal�sts, and �nsure the necessary
funds. He begged them to beware of prec�p�tat�on; told them how he
had been dece�ved h�mself �n hav�ng to wa�t more than twenty years
for a s�mple hear�ng, wh�ch, from the �mportance of h�s d�scovery, he
had fully expected to obta�n �mmed�ately. All h�s entreat�es were �n
va�n. They told h�m he had not obta�ned a hear�ng sooner because
he was not accustomed to the dupl�c�ty of the world; and conf�dent �n
the�r own judgment, commenced w�thout hes�tat�on, and were taught,
at the expense of the�r own �mprudence, to apprec�ate more correctly
the slugg�sh �nd�fference of an �gnorant publ�c."

Not only d�d Four�er thus wholly absta�n from pract�cal exper�ments
h�mself and d�scourage those of others dur�ng h�s l�fet�me, but he
condemned �n advance all the exper�ments that have s�nce been
made �n h�s name. He set the cond�t�ons of a leg�t�mate exper�ment
so h�gh, that �t has been thus far �mposs�ble to make a fa�r tr�al of
Four�er�sm, and probably always w�ll be. How Mr. Godw�n could
�mag�ne h�m to be one of the theoret�co-pract�cals, we do not
understand. H�s system seems to us to have been as thoroughly
separate from exper�ment, as �t was poss�ble for h�m to make �t; and
�n that sense, as far removed from the modern standards of sc�ence,
as the east �s from the west. It can be defended only as a theory that
came by �nsp�rat�on or �ntu�t�on, and therefore needs no exper�ment.
Cons�dered s�mply as the result of human lucubrat�ons, �t belongs
w�th the a pr�or� theor�es of the anc�ent world, of wh�ch Youmans
says: "The old ph�losophers, d�sda�n�ng nature, ret�red �nto the �deal
world of pure med�tat�on, and hold�ng that the m�nd �s the measure of
the un�verse, they bel�eved they could reason out all truths from the
depths of the soul."



Owen, Mr. Godw�n's th�rd example, was really a theoret�co-
pract�cal man; �.e. he attempted to carry h�s theor�es �nto pract�ce—
w�th what success we have seen. Instead of class�ng St. S�mon and
Four�er w�th h�m, we should name Ballou and Cabet as h�s proper
compeers.

Another error of Mr. Godw�n �s, �n represent�ng Plato as merely
theoret�cal; mean�ng that the Republ�c, l�ke the Utop�a and Oceana,
was "sketched as an exerc�se of the �mag�nat�on or reason, rather
than as a plan for actual exper�ment." It �s recorded of Plato �n the
Amer�can Cyclopæd�a, that "he made a journey to Syracuse �n the
va�n hope of real�z�ng, through the new-crowned younger D�onys�us,
h�s �deal Republ�c." Thus, though he never made an actual
exper�ment, he w�shed and �ntended to do so; wh�ch �s qu�te as much
as St. S�mon and Four�er ever d�d.

Mr. Godw�n seems also to underrate the Pract�cal Arch�tects: �.e.
those that we have called the successful Commun�t�es. It �s hardly
fa�r to represent them as merely pract�cal. The Shakers certa�nly
have a theory wh�ch �s pr�nted �n a book; and there �s no reason to
doubt that such th�nkers as Rapp, and B�meler of the Zoar�tes, and
the German nobleman that led the Ebenezers, had soc�al�st�c �deas
wh�ch they e�ther worked by or worked out �n the�r pract�cal
operat�ons, and wh�ch would compare favorably at least w�th the
sent�mental�sms of the f�rst French school. If St. S�mon and Owen
and Four�er are to be called the theoret�co-pract�cals, such workers
as Ann Lee, Elder Meacham, Rapp, and B�meler ought at least to be
called the pract�co-theoret�cals.

Indeed these Pract�cal Arch�tects, who have actually g�ven the
world examples of successful Commun�sm, have certa�nly
contr�buted more to the great soc�al�st�c movement of modern t�mes,
than they have cred�t for �n Godw�n's class�f�cat�on, or �n publ�c
op�n�on. We called attent�on, �n the course of our sketch of the Owen
movement, to the fact that Owen and h�s d�sc�ples stud�ed the soc�al
economy of the Rapp�tes, and were not only �ndebted to them for the
v�llage �n wh�ch they made the�r great exper�ment, but leaned on
them for pract�cal �deas and hopes of success. These facts came to
us at the f�rst w�thout our seek�ng them. But s�nce then we have



watched occas�onally, �n our read�ngs of the soc�al�st�c journals and
books, for �nd�cat�ons that the Four�er�st movement was affected �n
the same way by the s�lent successful examples; and we have been
surpr�sed to see how constantly the Shakers, Ebenezers &c., are
referred to as �llustrat�ons of the poss�b�l�t�es and benef�ts of close
Assoc�at�on. We w�ll g�ve a few examples of what we have found.

The D�al, wh�ch was the nurse of Brook Farm and of the
beg�nn�ngs of Four�er�sm �n th�s country, has two art�cles devoted to
the Shakers. One of them ent�tled "A Day w�th the Shakers," �s an
elaborate and very favorable exh�b�t�on of the�r doctr�nes and manner
of l�fe. It concludes w�th the follow�ng observat�on:

"The world as yet but sl�ght�ngly apprec�ates the domest�c and
humane v�rtues of th�s recluse people; and we feel that �n a record of
attempts for the actual�zat�on of a better l�fe, the�r des�gns and
econom�es should not be om�tted, espec�ally as, dur�ng the�r f�rst half
century, they have had remarkable success."

The other art�cle, ent�tled the "M�llenn�al Church," �s a flatter�ng
rev�ew of a Shaker book. In �t occurs the follow�ng paragraph:

"It �s �nterest�ng to observe, that wh�le Four�er �n France was
speculat�ng on the atta�nment of many advantages by un�on, these
people have, at home, actually atta�ned them. Four�er has the mer�t
of beaut�ful words and theor�es; and the�r �mportat�on from a fore�gn
land �s made a subject for exultat�on by a large and excellent port�on
of our publ�c; but the Shakers have the super�or mer�t of excellent
act�ons and pract�ces; unapprec�ated, perhaps, because they are not
exot�c. 'Attract�ve Industry and Moral Harmony,' on wh�ch Four�er
dwells so prom�s�ngly, have long character�zed the Shakers, whose
plans have always �n v�ew the pass�ng of each �nd�v�dual �nto h�s or
her r�ght pos�t�on, and of prov�d�ng su�table, pleasant, and prof�table
employment for every one."

M�ss Peabody, �n the art�cle ent�tled "Chr�st's Idea of Soc�ety," from
wh�ch we quoted �n a former chapter, thus refers to the pract�cal
Commun�t�es:



"The temporary success of the Hernhutters, the Morav�ans, the
Shakers, and even the Rapp�tes, has cleared away d�ff�cult�es and
solved problems of soc�al sc�ence. It has been made pla�n that the
mater�al goods of l�fe, 'the l�fe that now �s,' are not to be sacr�f�ced (as
by the anchor�te) �n do�ng fuller just�ce to the soc�al pr�nc�ple. It has
been proved, that w�th the same degree of labor, there �s no way to
compare w�th that of work�ng �n a Commun�ty, banded by some
suff�c�ent Idea to an�mate the w�ll of the laborers. A greater quant�ty
of wealth �s procured w�th fewer hours of to�l, and w�thout any
degradat�on of the laborer. All these Commun�t�es have
demonstrated what the pract�cal Dr. Frankl�n sa�d, that �f every one
worked bod�ly three hours da�ly, there would be no necess�ty of any
one's work�ng more than three hours."

A wr�ter �n The Tr�bune (1845) at the end of a glow�ng account of
the Ebenezers, says:

"The labor they have accompl�shed and the �mprovements they
have made are surpr�s�ng; �t speaks well for the super�or eff�c�ency of
comb�ned effort over �solated and �nd�v�dual effort. A gentleman who
accompan�ed me, and who has seen the whole western part of th�s
State settled, observed that they had made more �mprovements �n
two years, than were made �n our most flour�sh�ng v�llages when f�rst
settled, �n f�ve or s�x."

In The Harb�nger (1845) Mr. Br�sbane g�ves an account of h�s v�s�t
to the same settlement, and concludes as follows:

"It �s amaz�ng to see the work wh�ch these people have
accompl�shed �n two years; they have cleared large f�elds, and
brought them under cult�vat�on; they have bu�lt, I should judge, forty
comfortable houses, handsomely f�n�shed and pa�nted wh�te; many
are qu�te large. They have the frame-work for qu�te an add�t�onal
number prepared; they are putt�ng up a large woolen manufactory,
wh�ch �s partly f�n�shed; they have s�x or e�ght large barns f�lled w�th
the�r crops, and others erect�ng, and some m�nor branches of
manufactures. I was amazed at the work accompl�shed �n less than
two years. It test�f�es powerfully �n favor of comb�ned effort."



But enough for spec�mens. Such references to the works of the
Pract�cal Arch�tects are scattered everywhere �n soc�al�st�c l�terature.
The conclus�on toward wh�ch they lead �s, that the successful
rel�g�ous Commun�t�es, s�lent and unconsp�cuous as they are, have
been, after all, the spec�e-bas�s of the ent�re soc�al�st�c movement of
modern t�mes. A gl�mmer�ng of th�s �dea seems to have been �n Mr.
Godw�n's m�nd, when he wrote the follow�ng:

"If, �n sp�te of the�r �gnorance, the�r m�stakes, the�r �mperfect�ons,
and the�r despot�sms, the worst of these soc�et�es, wh�ch have
adopted, w�th more or less favor, un�tary pr�nc�ples, have succeeded
�n accumulat�ng �mmeasurable wealth, what m�ght have been done
by a Commun�ty hav�ng a r�ght pr�nc�ple of organ�zat�on and
composed of �ntellectual and upr�ght men? Accord�ngly the d�scovery
of such a pr�nc�ple has become an object of earnest �nvest�gat�on on
the part of some of the most acute and d�s�nterested men the world
ever saw. Th�s �nqu�ry has g�ven r�se to our th�rd d�v�s�on, called
theoret�co-pract�cal arch�tects of soc�ety."

The great facts of modern Soc�al�sm are these: From 1776—the
era of our nat�onal Revolut�on—the Shakers have been establ�shed
�n th�s country; f�rst at two places �n New York; then at four places �n
Massachusetts; at two �n New Hampsh�re; two �n Ma�ne; one �n
Connect�cut; and f�nally at two �n Kentucky, and two �n Oh�o. In all
these places prosperous rel�g�ous Commun�sm has been modestly
and yet loudly preach�ng to the nat�on and the world. New England
and New York and the great West have had actual Phalanxes before
the�r eyes for nearly a century. And �n all th�s t�me what has been
acted on our Amer�can stage, has had England, France and
Germany for �ts aud�ence. The example of the Shakers has
demonstrated, not merely that successful Commun�sm �s
subject�vely poss�ble, but that th�s nat�on �s free enough to let �t grow.
Who can doubt that th�s demonstrat�on was known and watched �n
Germany from the beg�nn�ng; and that �t helped the success�ve
exper�ments and em�grat�ons of the Rapp�tes, the Zoar�tes and the
Ebenezers? These exper�ments, we have seen, were echoes of



Shaker�sm, grow�ng fa�nter and fa�nter, as the t�me-d�stance
�ncreased. Then the Shaker movement w�th �ts echoes was sound�ng
also �n England, when Robert Owen undertook to convert the world
to Commun�sm; and �t �s ev�dent enough that he was really a far-off
follower of the Rapp�tes. France also had heard of Shaker�sm, before
St. S�mon or Four�er began to med�tate and wr�te Soc�al�sm. These
men were nearly contemporaneous w�th Owen, and all three
ev�dently obeyed a common �mpulse. That �mpulse was the sequel
and certa�nly �n part the effect of Shaker�sm. Thus �t �s no more than
bare just�ce to say, that we are �ndebted to the Shakers more than to
any or all other Soc�al Arch�tects of modern t�mes. The�r success has
been the sol�d cap�tal that has upheld all the paper theor�es, and
counteracted the fa�lures, of the French and Engl�sh schools. It �s
very doubtful whether Owen�sm or Four�er�sm would have ever
ex�sted, or �f they had, whether they would have ever moved the
pract�cal Amer�can nat�on, �f the facts of Shaker�sm had not ex�sted
before them, and gone along w�th them.

But to do complete just�ce we must go a step further. Wh�le we say
that the Rapp�tes, the Zoar�tes, the Ebenezers, the Owen�tes, and
even the Four�er�tes are all echoes of the Shakers, we must also
acknowledge that the Shakers are the far-off echoes of the
P�������� C�������� C�����.

CHAPTER XVII.

FUNDAMENTALS OF SOCIALISM.ToC



The ma�n �dea on wh�ch Owen and Four�er worked was the same.
Both proposed to reconstruct soc�ety by gather�ng large numbers
�nto un�tary dwell�ngs. Owen had as clear sense of the compound
econom�es of Assoc�at�on as Four�er had, and d�scoursed as
eloquently, �f not as sc�ent�f�cally, on the beaut�es and bless�ngs of
comb�ned �ndustry. Both elaborated plans for vast bu�ld�ngs, wh�ch
they proposed to subst�tute for ord�nary fam�ly dwell�ngs. Owen's
communal ed�f�ce was to be a great hollow square, somewhat l�ke a
c�ty block. Four�er's phalanstery, on the other hand, was to be a
central palace w�th two w�ngs. In l�ke manner the�r plans of
reconstruct�ng soc�ety d�ffered �n deta�ls, but the ma�n �dea of
comb�nat�on �n large households was the same.

What they undertook to do may be �llustrated by the h�story of bee-
keep�ng. The usual way �n th�s bus�ness �s to prov�de h�ves that w�ll
hold only a few quarts of bees each, and so compel new generat�ons
to swarm and f�nd new homes. But �t has always been a problem
among �ngen�ous ap�ar�ans, how to construct compound h�ves, that
w�ll prevent the necess�ty of swarm�ng, and e�ther allow a s�ngle
swarm to �ncrease �ndef�n�tely, or �nduce many swarms to l�ve
together �n cont�guous apartments. We remember there was an
�nvent�on of th�s k�nd that had qu�te a run about the t�me of the
Four�er exc�tement. It was not very successful; and yet the �dea
seems not altogether ch�mer�cal; for �t �s known that w�ld bees, �n
certa�n s�tuat�ons, as �n large hollow trees and �n cav�t�es among
rocks, do actually accumulate the�r numbers and honey from
generat�on to generat�on. Owen and Four�er, l�ke the ap�ar�an
�nventors (who are proverb�ally unpract�cal), undertook to construct,
each �n h�s own way, great compound h�ves for human be�ngs; and
they had the example of the Shakers (who may be cons�dered the
w�ld bees �n the �llustrat�on) to countenance the�r schemes.

The d�fference of the�r methods was th�s: Owen's plan was based
on Commun�sm; Four�er's plan was based on the Jo�nt-stock
pr�nc�ple. Both of these modes of comb�nat�on ex�st abundantly �n
common soc�ety. Every fam�ly �s a l�ttle example of Commun�sm; and
every work�ng partnersh�p �s an example of Jo�nt-stock�sm.
Commun�sm creates homes; Jo�nt-stock�sm manages bus�ness.



Perhaps nat�onal �d�osyncrac�es had someth�ng to do w�th the cho�ce
of pr�nc�ples �n these two cases. Home �s an Engl�sh word for an
Engl�sh �dea. It �s sa�d there �s no equ�valent word �n the French
language. Owen, the Engl�shman, chose the home pr�nc�ple. Four�er,
the Frenchman, chose the bus�ness pr�nc�ple.

These two pr�nc�ples, as they ex�st �n the world, are not
antagon�st�c, but rec�procal. Home �s the center from wh�ch men go
forth to bus�ness; and bus�ness �s the f�eld from wh�ch they go home
w�th the spo�l. Home �s the charm and st�mulus of bus�ness; and
bus�ness prov�des mater�al for the comfort and beauty of home. Th�s
�s the present pract�cal relat�on between Commun�sm and Jo�nt-
stock�sm every-where. And these two pr�nc�ples, thus work�ng
together, have had a wonderful expans�on �n modern t�mes. Every
body knows what progress has been made �n Jo�nt-stock�sm, from
the old-fash�oned s�mple partnersh�p, to the thousands of
corporat�ons, small and great, that now do the work of the world. But
Commun�sm has had s�m�lar progress, from the l�ttle fam�ly c�rcle, to
the thousands of benevolent �nst�tut�ons that are now str�v�ng to
make a home of the world. Every hosp�tal and free school and publ�c
l�brary that �s comfort�ng and c�v�l�z�ng mank�nd, �s an extens�on of
the free, lov�ng element, that �s the charm of home. And �t �s
becom�ng more and more the fash�on for men to spend the best part
of the�r l�ves �n accumulat�ng m�ll�ons by Jo�nt-stock�sm, and at last
lay the�r treasures at the feet of Commun�sm, by endow�ng great
publ�c �nst�tut�ons of mercy or educat�on.

As these two pr�nc�ples are thus expand�ng s�de by s�de, the
quest�on ar�ses, Wh�ch on the whole �s preva�l�ng and dest�ned to
preva�l? and that means, wh�ch �s pr�mary �n the order of truth, and
wh�ch �s secondary? The two great soc�al�st�c �nventors seem to
have taken oppos�te s�des on th�s quest�on. Owen bel�eved that the
grand advance wh�ch the world �s about to make, w�ll be �nto
Commun�sm. Four�er as conf�dently bel�eved that c�v�l�zat�on w�ll
r�pen �nto un�versal Jo�nt-stock�sm. In all cases of rec�procal dual�sm,
there �s man�festly a tendency to mutual absorpt�on, coalescence
and un�ty. Where shall we end? �n Owen�sm or Four�er�sm? Or w�ll a
comb�nat�on of both keep �ts place �n the world hereafter, as �t has



done h�therto? and �f so wh�ch w�ll be pr�mary and wh�ch secondary,
and how w�ll they be harmon�zed? We do not propose to answer
these quest�ons, but only to help the study of them, as we proceed
w�th our h�story.

A few facts, however, may be ment�oned �n pass�ng, wh�ch lead
toward some solut�on of them. One �s, that the changes wh�ch are
go�ng on �n the laws of marr�age, are �n the d�rect�on of Jo�nt-
stock�sm. The �ncrease of woman's �ndependence and separate
property, �s man�festly �ntroduc�ng Four�er�sm �nto the fam�ly c�rcle,
wh�ch �s the oldest sanctuary of Commun�sm. But over aga�nst th�s �s
the fact, that all the successful attempts at Soc�al�sm go �n the other
d�rect�on, toward Commun�sm. Prov�dence has presented
Shaker�sm, wh�ch �s Commun�sm �n the concrete, and Owen�sm,
wh�ch �s Commun�sm �n theory, to the attent�on of th�s country at
advance of Four�er�sm; and there are many s�gns that the th�rd great
soc�al�st�c movement, wh�ch many bel�eve to be �mpend�ng, w�ll be a
return�ng wave of Commun�sm. All these facts together m�ght be
�nterpreted as �nd�cat�ng that Jo�nt-Stock�sm �s devour�ng the
�nst�tut�ons of the past, wh�le Commun�sm �s se�z�ng the �nst�tut�ons
of the future.

It must not be forgotten that, �n represent�ng Owen as the
exponent of Commun�sm, and Four�er as the exponent of Jo�nt-
stock�sm, we refer to the�r theoret�cal pr�nc�ples, and not at all to the
exper�ments that have been made �n the�r name. Those exper�ments
were �nvar�ably comprom�ses, and nearly all al�ke. We doubt whether
there was ever an Owen Commun�ty that attempted uncond�t�onal
Commun�sm, even of worldly goods. Certa�nly Owen h�mself never
got beyond prov�s�onal exper�ments, �n wh�ch he held on to h�s land.
And on the other hand, we doubt whether there was ever a Four�er
Assoc�at�on that came any where near carry�ng out Jo�nt-stock�sm,
�nto all the m�nut�æ of account-keep�ng wh�ch pure Four�er�sm
requ�res. When we leave theor�es and attempt actual comb�nat�ons,
�t �s a matter of course that we should commun�ze as far as we dare;
that �s, as far as we can trust each other; and beyond that manage
th�ngs as well as we can by some k�nd of Jo�nt-stock�sm.



Exper�ments therefore always fall �nto a comb�nat�on of Owen�sm
and Four�er�sm.

If we could f�nd out the metaphys�cal bases of the two pr�nc�ples
represented respect�vely by Owen and Four�er, perhaps we should
see that these pract�cal comb�nat�ons of them are, after all,
sc�ent�f�cally leg�t�mate. Let us search a l�ttle �n th�s d�rect�on.

Our v�ew �s, that un�ty of l�fe �s the bas�s of Commun�sm; and
d�st�nct�on of persons �s the bas�s of Jo�nt-stock�sm. Property belongs
to l�fe, and so far as you and I have consc�ously one l�fe, we must
hold our goods �n common; but so far as d�st�nct personal�t�es
preva�l, we must have separate propert�es. Th�s statement of course
ra�ses the old quest�on of the Tr�n�tar�an controversy, v�z., whether
two or more persons can have absolutely the same l�fe—wh�ch we
w�ll not now stop to d�scuss. All we need to say �s that, accord�ng to
our theory, �f there �s no such th�ng as un�ty of l�fe between a plural�ty
of persons, then there �s no bas�s for Commun�sm.

But the Commun�sm wh�ch we f�nd �n fam�l�es �s certa�nly based on
the assumpt�on, r�ght or wrong, that there �s actual un�ty of l�fe
between husband and w�fe, and between parents and ch�ldren. The
common law of England and of most other countr�es recogn�zes only
a un�t �n the male and female head of every fam�ly. The B�ble
declares man and w�fe to be "one flesh." Sexual �ntercourse �s
generally supposed to be a symbol of more complete un�ty �n the
�nter�or l�fe; and ch�ldren are supposed to be branches of the one l�fe
of the�r parents. Th�s theory �s ev�dently the bas�s of fam�ly
Commun�sm.

So also the bas�s of B�ble Commun�sm �s the theory that �n Chr�st,
bel�evers become sp�r�tually one; and the law, "Thou shalt love thy
ne�ghbor as thyself," �s founded on the assumpt�on that "thy
ne�ghbor" �s, or should be, a part of "thyself."

In th�s v�ew we can reduce Commun�sm and Jo�nt-stock�sm to one
pr�nc�ple. The object of both �s to secure property to l�fe. Commun�sm
looks after the r�ghts of the un�tary l�fe—call �t afflatus �f you please—
wh�ch organ�zes fam�l�es and sp�r�tual corporat�ons. Jo�nt-stock�sm
attends to the r�ghts of �nd�v�duals. Both these forms of l�fe have



r�ghts; and as all true r�ghts can certa�nly be harmon�zed,
Commun�sm and Jo�nt-stock�sm should f�nd a way to work together.
But the quest�on returns after all, Wh�ch �s pr�mary and wh�ch �s
secondary? and so we are �n the old quarrel aga�n. Our op�n�on,
however, �s, that the long quarrel between afflatus and personal�ty
w�ll be dec�ded �n favor of afflatus, and that personal�ty w�ll pass �nto
the secondary pos�t�on �n the ages to come.

Pract�cally, Commun�sm �s a th�ng of degrees. W�th a small
amount of v�tal un�ty, Commun�sm �s poss�ble only �n the l�m�ted
sphere of fam�l�sm. W�th more un�ty, publ�c �nst�tut�ons of harmony
and benevolence make the�r appearance. W�th another degree of
un�ty, Commun�sm of external property becomes poss�ble, as among
the Shakers. W�th st�ll h�gher degrees, Commun�sm may be
�ntroduced �nto the sexual and propagat�ve relat�ons. And �n all these
cases the correlat�ve pr�nc�ple of Jo�nt-stock�sm necessar�ly takes
charge of all property that Commun�sm leaves outs�de.

Other d�fferences of theory, bes�des th�s fundamental contrast of
Commun�sm and Jo�nt-stock�sm, have been �ns�sted upon by the
respect�ve part�zans of Owen and Four�er; but they are less
�mportant, and we shall leave them to be exh�b�ted �nc�dentally �n our
memo�rs of the Phalanxes.

CHAPTER XVIII.

LITERATURE OF FOURIERISM.ToC



The expos�t�on of Four�er�sm �n th�s country commenced w�th the
publ�cat�on of the "Soc�al Dest�ny of Man," by Albert Br�sbane, �n
1840. It �s very probable that the exc�tement propagated by th�s
book, turned the thoughts of Dr. Chann�ng and the
Transcendental�sts toward Assoc�at�on, and led to the
Massachusetts exper�ments wh�ch we have reported. Other
�nfluences prepared the way. Rel�g�ous L�beral�sm and Ant�-slavery
were revolut�on�z�ng the world of thought, and pred�spos�ng all l�vely
m�nds to the boldest �nnovat�ons. But �t �s ev�dent that the pos�t�ve
scheme of reconstruct�ng soc�ety came from France through
Br�sbane. Brook Farm, Hopedale, the Northampton Commun�ty and
the Skaneateles Commun�ty struck out, each on an �ndependent
theory of soc�al arch�tecture; but they all obeyed a common �mpulse;
and that �mpulse, so far as �t came by l�terature, �s traceable to
Br�sbane's �mportat�on and translat�on of the wr�t�ngs of Charles
Four�er.

The second notable movement, preparatory to the great Four�er
rev�val of 1843, was the open�ng of the New York Tr�bune to the
teach�ngs of Br�sbane and the Soc�al�sts. That paper was �n �ts f�rst
volume, but already popular and ascend�ng towards �ts zen�th of
r�valry w�th the Herald, when one morn�ng �n the spr�ng of 1842, �t
appeared w�th the follow�ng capt�on at the top of one of �ts columns:

"ASSOCIATION; OR, PRINCIPLES OF A TRUE ORGANIZATION
OF SOCIETY.

"Th�s column has been purchased by the Advocates of
Assoc�at�on, �n order to lay the�r pr�nc�ples before the publ�c. Its
ed�torsh�p �s ent�rely d�st�nct from that of the Tr�bune."

By th�s contr�vance, wh�ch m�ght be called a paper w�th�n a paper,
Br�sbane became the �ndependent ed�tor of a small da�ly, w�th all the
Tr�bune's subscr�bers for h�s readers; and yet that journal could not
be held respons�ble for h�s �nculcat�ons. It was known, however, that
Horace Greeley, the ed�tor-�n-ch�ef, was much �n sympathy w�th
Four�er�sm; so that Br�sbane had the help of h�s popular�ty; though
the stock-company of the Tr�bune was not �mpl�cated. Whether the



Tr�bune l�fted Four�er�sm or Four�er�sm l�fted the Tr�bune, may be a
matter of doubt; but we are �ncl�ned to th�nk the paper had the best of
the barga�n; as �t grew stead�ly afterward to �ts present d�mens�ons,
and all the more merr�ly for the Herald's long pers�stence �n call�ng �t
"our Four�er�te cotemporary;" wh�le Four�er�sm, after a year or two of
glory, waned and d�sappeared.

Br�sbane ed�ted h�s column w�th ab�l�ty for more than a year. Our
f�le (wh�ch �s defect�ve), extends from March 28, 1842, to May 28,
1843. At f�rst the soc�al�st�c art�cles appeared tw�ce a week; after
August 1842, three t�mes a week; and dur�ng the latter part of the
ser�es, every day.

Th�s was Br�sbane's great opportun�ty, and he �mproved �t. All the
popular�t�es of Four�er�sm—"Attract�ve Industry," "Compound
Econom�es," "Democracy of Assoc�at�on," "Equ�l�br�um of the
Pass�ons"—were set before the Tr�bune's vast publ�c from day to
day, w�th the art and zest of a young lawyer plead�ng before a court
already �n h�s favor. Interspersed w�th these top�cs were not�ces of
soc�al�st�c meet�ngs, reports of Four�er fest�vals, toasts and speeches
at celebrat�ons of Four�er's b�rthday, and all the usual st�mulants of a
grow�ng popular cause. The r�ch were ent�ced; the poor were
encouraged; the labor�ng classes were aroused; object�ons were
answered; prejud�ces were ann�h�lated; scoff�ng papers were
s�lenced; the rel�g�ous foundat�ons of Four�er�sm were tr�umphantly
exh�b�ted. To show how glor�ously th�ngs were go�ng, �t would be
announced on one day that "Mr. Bennett has prom�sed us the
�nsert�on of an art�cle �n th�s day's Herald, �n v�nd�cat�on of our
doctr�nes;" on the next, that "The Democrat�c and Boston Quarterly
Rev�ews, are publ�sh�ng a ser�es of art�cles on the system from the
pen of A. Br�sbane;" on the next, that "we have obta�ned a large Hall,
seventy-seven feet deep by twenty-f�ve feet w�de, �n Broadway, for
the purpose of hold�ng meet�ngs and del�ver�ng lectures."

Perhaps the reader would l�ke to see a spec�men of Br�sbane's
expos�t�ons. The follow�ng �s the substance of one of h�s art�cles �n
the Tr�bune, dated March, 1842; subject—"Means of mak�ng a
Pract�cal Tr�al:"



"Before answer�ng the quest�on, How can Assoc�at�on be real�zed?
we w�ll remark that we do not propose any sudden transformat�on of
the present system of soc�ety, but only a regular and gradual
subst�tut�on of a new order by local changes or replacement. One
Assoc�at�on must be started, and others w�ll follow, w�thout
overthrow�ng any true �nst�tut�ons �n state or church, such as
un�versal suffrage or rel�g�ous worsh�p.

"If a few r�ch could be �nterested �n the subject, a stock company
could be formed among them w�th a cap�tal of four or f�ve hundred
thousand dollars, wh�ch would be suff�c�ent. The�r money would be
safe: for the lands, ed�f�ces, flocks, &c., of the Assoc�at�on, would be
mortgaged to secure �t. The sum wh�ch �s requ�red to bu�ld a small
ra�lroad, a steamsh�p, to start an �nsurance company or a bank,
would establ�sh an Assoc�at�on. Could not such a sum be ra�sed?

"A pract�cal tr�al of Assoc�at�on m�ght be made by appropr�at�on
from a State Leg�slature. M�ll�ons are now spent �n construct�ng
canals and ra�lroads that scarcely pay for repa�rs. Would �t endanger
the const�tut�on, �njure the cause of democracy, or shock the
consc�ences of pol�t�c�ans, �f a Leg�slature were to advance for an
Assoc�at�on, half a m�ll�on of dollars secured by mortgage on �ts
lands and personal estate? We fear very much that �t m�ght, and
therefore not much �s to be hoped from that source.

"The truth of Assoc�at�on and attract�ve �ndustry could also be
proved by ch�ldren. A l�ttle Assoc�at�on or an �ndustr�al or agr�cultural
�nst�tut�on m�ght be establ�shed w�th four hundred ch�ldren from the
ages of f�ve to f�fteen. Var�ous l�ghter branches of agr�culture and the
mechan�cal arts, w�th l�ttle tools and �mplements adapted to d�fferent
ages, wh�ch are the del�ght of ch�ldren, could be prosecuted. These
useful occupat�ons could, �f organ�zed accord�ng to a system wh�ch
we shall later expla�n, be rendered more pleas�ng and attract�ve than
are the�r plays at present. Such an Assoc�at�on would prove the
poss�b�l�ty of attract�ve �ndustry, and that ch�ldren could support
themselves by the�r own labor, and obta�n at the same t�me a
super�or �ndustr�al and sc�ent�f�c educat�on. The Sm�thson�an bequest
m�ght be appl�ed to such a purpose, as could have been G�rard's
noble donat�on, wh�ch has been so shamefully m�smanaged.



"The most easy plan, perhaps, for start�ng an Assoc�at�on would
be to �nduce four hundred persons to un�te, and take each $1,000
worth of stock, wh�ch would form a cap�tal of $400,000. W�th th�s
sum, an Assoc�at�on could be establ�shed, wh�ch could be made to
guarantee to every person a comfortable room �n �t and board for l�fe,
as �nterest upon the �nvestment of $1,000; so that whatever reverses
m�ght happen to those form�ng the Assoc�at�on, they would always
be certa�n of hav�ng two great essent�als of ex�stence—a dwell�ng to
cover them, and a table at wh�ch to s�t. Let us expla�n how th�s could
be effected.

"The stockholders would rece�ve one-quarter of the total product
or prof�ts of the Assoc�at�on; or �f they preferred, they would rece�ve a
f�xed �nterest of e�ght per cent. At the t�me of a general d�v�s�on of
prof�ts at the end of the year, the stockholders would f�rst rece�ve
the�r �nterest, and the balance would be pa�d over to those who
performed the labor. A sl�ght dev�at�on would �n th�s respect take
place from the general law of Assoc�at�on, wh�ch �s to g�ve one-
quarter of the prof�ts to cap�tal, whatever they may be; but add�t�onal
�nducements of secur�ty should be held out to those who organ�ze
the f�rst Assoc�at�on.

"The �nvestment of $1,000 would y�eld $80 annual �nterest. W�th
th�s sum the Assoc�at�on must guarantee a person a dwell�ng and
l�v�ng; and th�s could be done. The ed�f�ce could be bu�lt for
$150,000, the �nterest upon wh�ch, at 10 per cent., would be
$15,000. D�v�de th�s sum by 400, wh�ch �s the number of persons,
and we have $37.50 per annum, for each person as rent. Some of
the apartments would cons�st of several rooms, and rent for $100,
others for $90, others for $80, and so on �n a descend�ng rat�o, so
that about one-half of the rooms could be rented at $20 per annum.
A person w�sh�ng to l�ve at the cheapest rates would have, after
pay�ng h�s rent, $60 left. As the Assoc�at�on would ra�se all �ts fru�t,
gra�n, vegetables, cattle, &c., and as �t would econom�ze �mmensely
�n fuel, number of cooks, and every th�ng else, �t could furn�sh the
cheapest pr�ced board at $60 per annum, the second at $100, and
the th�rd at $150. Thus a person who �nvested $1,000 would be
certa�n of a comfortable room and board for h�s �nterest, �f he l�ved



econom�cally, and would have whatever he m�ght produce by h�s
labor �n add�t�on. He would l�ve, bes�des, �n an elegant ed�f�ce
surrounded by beaut�ful f�elds and gardens.

"If one-half of the persons tak�ng stock d�d not w�sh to enter the
Assoc�at�on at f�rst, but to cont�nue the�r bus�ness �n the world,
reserv�ng the chance of so do�ng later, they could do so.
Exper�enced and �ntell�gent agr�cultur�sts and mechan�cs would be
found to take the�r places; the bu�ld�ngs would be gradually enlarged,
and those who rema�ned out could enter later as they w�shed. They
would rece�ve, however, �n the mean t�me the�r �nterest �n cash upon
the�r cap�tal. A fam�ly w�th two or three ch�ldren could enter upon
tak�ng from $2,000 to $2,500 worth of stock.

"We have not space to enter �nto full deta�ls, but we can say that
the advantages and econom�es of comb�nat�on and Assoc�at�on are
so �mmense, that �f four hundred persons would un�te, w�th a cap�tal
of $1,000 each, they could establ�sh an Assoc�at�on �n wh�ch they
could produce, by means of econom�cal mach�nery and other
fac�l�t�es, four t�mes as much by the�r labor as people do at present,
and l�ve far cheaper and better than they now can; or wh�ch, �n age
or �n case of m�sfortune, would always secure them a comfortable
home.

"There are mult�tudes of persons who could eas�ly w�thdraw
$1,000 from the�r bus�ness and �nvest �t �n an establ�shment of th�s
k�nd, and secure themselves aga�nst any reverses wh�ch may later
overtake them. In our soc�et�es, w�th the�r constantly recurr�ng
revuls�ons and ru�n, would they not be w�se �n so do�ng?"

W�th th�s spec�men, we trust the �mag�nat�on of the reader w�ll be
able to make out an adequate p�cture of Br�sbane's long work �n the
Tr�bune. That work �mmed�ately preceded the rush of Young Amer�ca
�nto the Four�er exper�ments. He was beat�ng the drum from March
1842 t�ll May 1843; and �n the summer of '43, Phalanxes by the
dozen were on the march for the new world of wealth and harmony.

On the f�fth of October 1843, Br�sbane entered upon h�s th�rd
advance-movement by establ�sh�ng �n New York C�ty, an



�ndependent paper called T�� P������, devoted to the doctr�nes of
Four�er, and ed�ted by h�mself and Osborne Macdan�el. It professed
to be a monthly, but was publ�shed �rregularly the latter part of �ts
t�me. The volume we have cons�sts of twenty-three numbers, the f�rst
of wh�ch �s dated October 5, 1843, and the last May 28, 1845. In the
f�rst number Br�sbane g�ves the follow�ng condensed statement of
pract�cal exper�ments then ex�st�ng or contemplated, wh�ch may be
cons�dered the results of h�s prev�ous labors, and espec�ally of h�s
fourteen months reve�lle �n the Tr�bune:

"In Massachusetts, already there are three small Assoc�at�ons,
v�z., the Roxbury Commun�ty near Boston, founded by the Rev.
George R�pley; the Hopedale Commun�ty, founded by the Rev. Ad�n
Ballou; and the Northampton Commun�ty, founded by Prof. Adam
and others. These Assoc�at�ons, or Commun�t�es, as they are called,
d�ffer �n many respects from the system of Four�er, but they accept
some of h�s fundamental pract�cal pr�nc�ples, such as jo�nt-stock
property �n real and movable estate, un�ty of �nterests, and un�ted
domest�c arrangements, �nstead of l�v�ng �n separate houses w�th
separate �nterests. None of them have commun�ty of property. They
have been founded w�th�n the last three years, and two of them at
least, under the �nsp�rat�on of Four�er's doctr�ne.

"In the state of New York, there are two establ�shed on a larger
scale than those �n Massachusetts: the Jefferson County Industr�al
Assoc�at�on, at Watertown, founded by A.M. Watson, Esq.; and
another �n Herk�mer and Ham�lton Count�es (on the l�ne), called the
Moorhouse Un�on, and founded by Mr. Moorhouse. A larger
Assoc�at�on, to be called the Ontar�o Phalanx, �s now organ�z�ng at
Rochester, Monroe County.

"In Pennsylvan�a there are several: the pr�nc�pal one �s the Sylvan
�n P�ke County, wh�ch has been formed by warm fr�ends of the cause
from the c�t�es of New York and Albany; Thomas W. Wh�tley,
Pres�dent, and Horace Greeley, Treasurer. In the same county there
�s another small Assoc�at�on, called the Soc�al Un�ty, formed
pr�nc�pally of mechan�cs from New York and Brooklyn. There �s a
large Assoc�at�on of Germans �n McKean County, Pennsylvan�a,



commenced by the Rev. George G�nal of Ph�ladelph�a. They own a
very extens�ve tract of land, over 30,000 acres we are �nformed, and
are progress�ng prosperously: the shares, wh�ch were or�g�nally
$100, have been sold and are now held at $200 or more. At
P�ttsburg steps are tak�ng to establ�sh another.

"A small Assoc�at�on has been commenced �n Bureau County,
Ill�no�s, and preparat�ons are mak�ng to establ�sh another �n
Lagrange County, Ind�ana, wh�ch w�ll probably be done th�s fall, upon
qu�te an extens�ve scale, as many of the most �nfluent�al and worthy
�nhab�tants of that sect�on are deeply �nterested �n the cause.

"In M�ch�gan the doctr�ne has spread qu�te w�dely. An excellent
l�ttle, paper called The Future, devoted exclus�vely to the cause,
publ�shed monthly, has been establ�shed at Ann Arbor, where an
Assoc�at�on �s projected to be called the Washtenaw Phalanx.

"In New Jersey an Assoc�at�on, projected upon a larger scale than
any yet started, has just been commenced �n Monmouth County: �t �s
to be called the North Amer�can Phalanx, and has been undertaken
by a company of enterpr�s�ng gentlemen of the c�ty of Albany.

"Qu�te a large number of pract�cal tr�als are talked of �n var�ous
sect�ons of the Un�ted States, and �t �s probable that �n the course of
the next year, numbers w�ll spr�ng �nto ex�stence. These tr�als are
upon so small a scale, and are commenced w�th such l�m�ted means,
that they exh�b�t but a few of the features of the system. They are,
however, very �mportant commencements, and are small beg�nn�ngs
of a reform �n some of the most �mportant arrangements of the
present soc�al order; part�cularly �ts system of �solated households or
separate fam�l�es, �ts confl�cts of �nterest, and �ts uncomb�ned and
�ncoherent system of labor."

The most �mportant result of Br�sbane's e�ghteen month's labor �n
the Phalanx was the convers�on of Brook Farm to Four�er�sm.
W�ll�am H. Chann�ng's magaz�ne, the Present, wh�ch commenced
nearly at the same t�me w�th the Phalanx, closed �ts career at the
end of seven months, and �ts subscr�pt�on l�st was transferred to
Br�sbane. In the course of a year after th�s, Brook Farm confessed



Four�er�sm, changed �ts const�tut�on, assumed the t�tle of the Brook
Farm Phalanx, and on the 14th of June 1845 commenced publ�sh�ng
the Harb�nger, as the successor of the Phalanx and the he�r of �ts
subscr�pt�on l�st. So that Br�sbane's fourth advance was the transfer
of the l�terary respons�b�l�t�es of h�s cause to Brook Farm. Th�s was a
great move. A more br�ll�ant attorney could not have been found. The
concentrated gen�us of Un�tar�an�sm and Transcendental�sm was at
Brook Farm. It was the school that tra�ned most of the wr�ters who
have created the newspaper and magaz�ne l�terature of the present
t�me. The�r work on the Harb�nger was the�r f�rst dr�ll. Four�er�sm was
the�r f�rst case �n court. The Harb�nger was publ�shed weekly, and
extended to seven and a half sem�-annual volumes, f�ve of wh�ch
were ed�ted and pr�nted at Brook Farm, and the last two and a half at
New York, but by Brook Farm men. Its �ssues at Brook Farm extend
from June 14, 1845 to October 30, 1847; and at New York from
November 6, 1847 to February 10, 1849. The Phalanx and
Harb�nger together cover a per�od of more than f�ve years.

Other per�od�cals of a more prov�nc�al character, and of course a
great var�ety of books and pamphlets, were among the �ssues of the
Four�er movement; but the ma�n vertebræ of �ts l�terature were the
publ�cat�ons of wh�ch we have g�ven account—Br�sbane's Soc�al
Dest�ny of Man, h�s da�ly column �n the Tr�bune, the monthly
Phalanx, and the weekly Harb�nger.

CHAPTER XIX.

THE PERSONNEL OF FOURIERISM.ToC



Albert Br�sbane of course was the central man of the br�ll�ant group
that �mported and popular�zed Four�er�sm. But the reader w�ll be
�nterested to see a full tableau of the persons who were prom�nent �n
th�s movement. We w�ll br�ng them to v�ew by present�ng, f�rst, a l�st
of the contr�butors to the Phalanx and Harb�nger, and secondly, a
condensed report of one of the Nat�onal Convent�ons of the
Four�er�sts.

The �ndexes of the Phalanx and Harb�nger (e�ght volumes �n all),
have at the�r heads the names of the pr�nc�pal contr�butors; and the�r
�n�t�als, �n connect�on w�th the art�cles �n the �ndexes, enable us to
g�ve the number of art�cles wr�tten by each contr�butor. Thus the
reader w�ll see at a glance, not only the lead�ng men of the
movement, but prox�mately the proport�on of �nfluence, or at least of
l�terature, that each contr�buted. Several of the names on th�s l�st are
now of world-w�de fame, and many of them have atta�ned em�nence
as h�stor�ans, essay�sts, poets, journal�sts or art�sts. A few of them
have reached the van �n pol�t�cs, and ga�ned publ�c stat�on.

WRITERS FOR THE PHALANX AND HARBINGER.



Names. No. of
art�cles.

John Allen, 2
Stephen Pearl
Andrews, 1

Albert Br�sbane, 56
Geo. H.
Calvert, 1

Wm. E.
Chann�ng, 1

Wm. F.
Chann�ng, 1

Wm. H.
Chann�ng, 39

Ot�s Clapp, 1
J. Freeman
Clarke, 1

Joseph J.
Cooke, 10

Chr�stopher P.
Cranch, 9

George W.
Curt�s, 10

Charles A.
Dana, 248

Hugh Doherty, 11
A.J.H.
Duganne, 3

John S. Dw�ght, 324
George G.
Foster, 7

Edward G�les, 3
Parke Godw�n, 152



E.P. Grant, 4
Horace
Greeley, 2

Freder�c H.
Hedge, 1

T.W. H�gg�nson, 10
E. Ives, Jr., 3
Henry James, 32
Wm. H.
K�mball, 1

Marx E.
Lazarus, 52

James Russell
Lowell, 2

Osborne
Macdan�el, 47

Wm. H. Müller, 2
C. Ne�dhardt, 1
D.S. Ol�phant, 1
John Orv�s, 23
Jean M.
Pal�sse, 16

E.W. Parkman, 1
Mary Spencer
Pease, 1

J.H. Pulte, 1
George R�pley, 315
Samuel D.
Robb�ns, 1

Lew�s W.
Ryckman, 5

J.A. Saxton, 1
James Sellers, 3



Franc�s G.
Shaw,

131

M�ss E.A. Starr, 5
W.W. Story, 14
Edmund
Tweedy, 7

John G.
Wh�tt�er, 1

J.J. Garth
W�lk�nson, 12

Most of these wr�ters were �n the pr�me of youth, and Soc�al�sm
was the�r f�rst love. It would be �nterest�ng to trace the�r several
careers �n after t�me, when acqua�ntance w�th "stern real�ty" put
another face on the�r early dream, and turned them as�de to other
pursu�ts. Certa�n �t �s, that the soc�al�st�c rev�val, barren as �t was �n
d�rect fru�t, fert�l�zed �n many ways the gen�us of these men, and
through them the �ntellect of the nat�on.

NATIONAL CONVENTION.
Report from The Phalanx condensed.

Pursuant to a call publ�shed �n the Phalanx and other papers, a
Convent�on of Assoc�at�on�sts assembled on Thursday morn�ng, the
4th of Apr�l, 1844, at Cl�nton Hall, �n the c�ty of New York.

The follow�ng gentlemen were appo�nted off�cers of the
Convent�on:

Pres�dent, George R�pley.

V�ce Pres�dents,
A.B. Smoln�kar,    Parke Godw�n,   

Horace Greeley,
Charles A. Dana,    A. Br�sbane,   

Alonzo M. Watson.



Secretar�es,
Osborne Macdan�el,      D.S. Ol�phant.

Comm�ttee on the Roll and F�nance.
John Allen,   James P. Decker,   Nathan

Comstock, Jr.

Bus�ness Comm�ttee.
L.W. Ryckman,    John Allen,    Osborne

Macdan�el,
George R�pley,    Horace Greeley,   

Albert Br�sbane,
Parke Godw�n,    James Kay,    Charles

A. Dana,
W.H. Chann�ng,    A.M. Watson,   

Solyman Brown.

Before proceed�ng to bus�ness, the secretary read letters
addressed to the Convent�on by a number of soc�et�es and
�nd�v�duals �n d�fferent parts of the Un�ted States. The style of these
letters may be seen �n a few br�ef extracts. E.P. Grant wrote:

"The day �s speed�ly com�ng when just�ce w�ll be done to Four�er
and h�s doctr�nes; when monuments w�ll r�se from ten thousand h�lls,
surmounted by h�s statue �n colossal proport�ons, gaz�ng upon a
happy people, whose God w�ll be truly the Lord, because they w�ll
l�ve �n spontaneous obed�ence to h�s eternal laws."

John Wh�te and others wrote:
"We behold �n the sc�ence of assoc�ated �ndustry, a new soc�al

ed�f�ce, of matchless and �ndescr�bable beauty, and true arch�tectural
symmetry! Surely, �t must be no other than that 'house not made w�th
hands, eternal �n the heavens;' for �ts foundat�on �s just�ce, and the
superstructure, pra�se; �n every department of wh�ch dwell peace and
sm�l�ng plenty, and whose walls are every where �nscr�bed w�th
man�fold representat�ons of that h�ghest D�v�ne attr�bute—love."



H.H. Van Amr�nge wrote:
"Certa�nly all creat�on �s a reflex of the m�nd of the De�ty, and we

cannot hes�tate to bel�eve that all the works of D�v�ne w�sdom are
connected, as Four�er teaches, by laws of groups and ser�es of
groups. To d�scover these, as observers of nature d�scover and
comb�ne the harmon�es of astronomy, geology, botany and
chem�stry, should be our a�m; and th�s noble and heavenly
employment, wh�le �t ban�shes want and m�sery from our present l�fe
—destroy�ng the sp�r�tual death and hell wh�ch now re�gn—w�ll, under
the Prov�dence of the most H�gh, open to us adm�ss�on �nto the
K�ngdom of the Mess�ah, that the w�ll of our Father may be done on
earth as �t �s done �n heaven."

And so on. After the read�ng of the letters, Wm. H. Chann�ng, on
behalf of the bus�ness comm�ttee, �ntroduced a ser�es of resolut�ons,
prefac�ng them w�th a speech �n the follow�ng ve�n:

"It �s but g�v�ng vo�ce to what �s work�ng �n the hearts of those now
present, and of thousands whose sympath�es are at th�s moment
w�th us over our whole land, to say th�s �s a rel�g�ous meet�ng. Our
end �s to do God's w�ll, not our own; to obey the command of
Prov�dence, not to follow the lead�ngs of human fanc�es. We stand
to-day, as we bel�eve, am�d the dawn of a new era of human�ty; and
as from a P�sgah look down upon a prom�sed land."

The resolut�ons (occupy�ng nearly two pages of the Phalanx)
commence w�th a long preamble of four Whereases about the
des�gns of God �n regard to un�versal un�ty, the call of Chr�stendom
and espec�ally of the Un�ted States to forward these des�gns, the
dreadful state of the world, &c., &c. The th�rd resolut�on proposes
Assoc�at�on on Four�er's pr�nc�ples of Jo�nt-stock�sm, Guarantee�sm,
Comb�ned Industry, Ser�es and Groups, &c., as the panacea of
human woes. The fourth resolut�on protests aga�nst "rash and
fragmentary attempts," and adv�ses Assoc�at�on�sts not to undertake
pract�cal operat�ons t�ll they have secured the r�ght sort of men and
women and plenty of cap�tal. The f�fth resolut�on recommends that
Assoc�at�on�sts concentrate the�r efforts on exper�ments already
commenced, �n preference to undertak�ng new enterpr�ses. The s�xth



resolut�on betrays a l�ttle d�strust of Four�er, and an �ncl�nat�on to
keep a certa�n �ndependence of h�m—a symptom that the Brook
Farm and Un�tar�an element preva�led �n the bus�ness comm�ttee.
They say:

"We do not rece�ve all the parts of h�s theor�es wh�ch �n the
publ�cat�ons of the Four�er school are denom�nated 'conjectural,'
because Four�er g�ves them as speculat�ons, because we do not �n
all respects understand h�s mean�ng, and because there are parts
wh�ch �nd�v�dually we reject; and we hold ourselves not only free, but
�n duty bound, to seek and obey truth wherever revealed, �n the word
of God, the reason of human�ty, and the order of nature. For these
reasons we do not call ourselves Four�er�sts; but des�re to be always
publ�cly des�gnated as the Assoc�at�on�sts of the Un�ted States of
Amer�ca."

It must be borne �n m�nd, �n order to understand th�s caveat, that
the courtsh�p between the Massachusetts Soc�al�sts and the
Br�sbane propagand�sts, though very warm, had not yet proceeded
to coalescence. Brook Farm was not yet a "Phalanx," The Harb�nger
was yet �n futuro. And Four�er's lat�tud�nar�an speculat�ons about
marr�age and sexual matters, made a d�ff�culty for men of Pur�tan
blood, that was not yet d�sposed of. In fact th�s d�ff�culty always made
a jar �n the fam�ly of Amer�can Four�er�sts, and probably helped on
the�r d�sasters and hastened the�r d�ssolut�on.

The seventh resolut�on proposes that measures be taken for
form�ng a Nat�onal Confederat�on of Assoc�at�ons. The e�ghth
resolut�on expresses a w�sh for concert of act�on w�th the
Assoc�at�on�sts of Europe, and says:

"For th�s end we hereby appo�nt Albert Br�sbane, representat�ve
from th�s body, to confer w�th them as to the best modes of mutual
coöperat�on. And we assure our brethren �n Europe that the
d�s�nterestedness, ab�l�ty and perseverance w�th wh�ch our
representat�ve has devoted h�mself to the promulgat�on of the
doctr�ne of Assoc�at�on �n the Un�ted States, ent�tle h�m to the�r most
cord�al conf�dence. Through h�m we extend to them, w�th joy and



trust, the r�ght hand of fellowsh�p; and may heaven soon bless all
nat�ons w�th a compact of perpetual peace."

The n�nth and last resolut�on appo�nts the follow�ng gentlemen as
an execut�ve comm�ttee to ed�t the Phalanx, and to do many other
th�ngs for carry�ng �nto effect the objects of the Convent�on:

Horace Greeley,     Parke Godw�n,    
James P. Decker,

Freder�ck Gra�n,     Albert Br�sbane,    
Wm. H Chann�ng,

Edward G�les,     Chas. J. Hempel,    
Osborne Macdan�el,

Rufus Dawes,     D.S. Ol�phant,     P�erre
Maroncell�,

of the C�ty of New York.

Solyman Brown, Leraysv�lle Phalanx, Bradford County,
Pennsylvan�a.

George R�pley, Brook Farm Assoc�at�on, West Roxbury,
Massachusetts.

Alonzo M. Watson, Jefferson County Industr�al Assoc�at�on,
New York.

E.P. Grant, Oh�o Phalanx, Belmont County, Oh�o.
John Wh�te, C�nc�nnat� Phalanx, C�nc�nnat�, Oh�o.
Nathan Starks, North Amer�can Phalanx, Monmouth

County, New Jersey.

On the second even�ng of the Convent�on, Parke Godw�n, on
behalf of the bus�ness comm�ttee, reported a long address to the
people of the Un�ted States. It �s a powerful presentat�on of all the
common-places of Four�er�sm: the defects of present soc�ety;
organ�zat�on of the townsh�ps �nto jo�nt-stock compan�es; central
un�tary mans�ons and workshops; d�v�s�on of labor accord�ng to the



law of groups and ser�es; d�str�but�on of prof�t �n the proport�on of
f�ve-twelfths to labor, four-twelfths to cap�tal, and three-twelfths to
talent, &c. We quote the eloquent and p�ous conclus�on, as a
spec�men of the whole:

"An �mportant branch of the d�v�ne m�ss�on of our Sav�or Jesus
Chr�st, was to establ�sh the K�ngdom of Heaven upon earth. He
announced �ncessantly the pract�cal re�gn of D�v�ne w�sdom and love
among all men: and �t was a ch�ef a�m of all h�s struggles and
teach�ngs to prepare the m�nds of men for th�s glor�ous
consummat�on. He procla�med the un�versal brotherhood of
mank�nd; he �ns�sted upon un�versal just�ce, and he pred�cted the
tr�umphs of un�versal un�ty. 'Thou shall love,' he sa�d,'the Lord thy
God w�th all thy m�nd and all thy heart, and all thy soul, and thy
ne�ghbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.' Aga�n: 'If ye love not one another, how can ye be
my d�sc�ples?' 'I have loved you, that you also may love one another.'
'Ye are all one, as I and my father are one.' Aga�n: he taught us to
ask �n da�ly prayer of our Heavenly Father, 'Thy K�ngdom come, thy
w�ll be done on earth as �t �s �n heaven.' Aye, �t must be done,
actually executed �n all the deta�ls of l�fe! And aga�n, �n the same
sp�r�t h�s d�sc�ple sa�d, 'L�ttle ch�ldren, love one another.' 'If you love
not man, whom you have seen, how can you love God whom you
have not seen?' And �n regard to the form wh�ch th�s love should
take, the apostle Paul says, 'As the body �s one, so also �s Chr�st.
For by one sp�r�t we are all bapt�zed �nto one body, whether we be
Jews or Gent�les,' &c. 'That there should be no sch�sm (d�sun�ty) �n
the body, but that the members should have the same care one for
another; and �f one member suffer, all the members suffer w�th �t; or
one member be honored, all the members rejo�ce w�th �t.' 'Ye are
members one of another.'

"These D�v�ne truths must be translated �nto actual l�fe. Our
relat�ons to each other as men, our bus�ness relat�ons among others,
must all be �nst�tuted accord�ng to th�s law of h�ghest w�sdom and
love. In Assoc�at�on alone can we f�nd the fulf�llment of th�s duty; and
therefore we aga�n �ns�st that Assoc�at�on �s the duty of every branch



of the un�versal church. Let �ts v�ews of po�nts of doctr�nes be what
they may; let �t hold to any creed as to the nature of man, or the
attr�butes of God, or the off�ces of Chr�st; we say that �t can not fully
and pract�cally embody the sp�r�t of Chr�st�an�ty out of an organ�zat�on
l�ke that wh�ch we have descr�bed. It may exh�b�t, w�th more or less
f�del�ty, some tenet of a creed, or even some phase of v�rtue; but �t
can possess only a type and shadow of that un�versal un�ty wh�ch �s
the dest�ny of the church. But let the church adopt true assoc�at�ve
organ�zat�on, and the bless�ngs so long prom�sed �t w�ll be fulf�lled.
Four�er, among the last words that he wrote, descr�b�ng the tr�umph
of un�versal Assoc�at�on, excla�ms, 'These are the days of mercy
prom�sed �n the words of the Redeemer, Blessed are they wh�ch do
hunger and th�rst after r�ghteousness, for they shall be f�lled.' It �s
ver�ly �n harmony, �n Assoc�at�ve un�ty, that God w�ll man�fest to us
the �mmens�ty of h�s prov�dence, and that the Sav�or w�ll come
accord�ng to h�s word, �n 'all the glory of h�s Father:' �t �s the K�ngdom
of Heaven that comes to us �n th�s terrestr�al world; �t �s the re�gn of
Chr�st; he has conquered ev�l. Chr�stus regnat, v�nc�t, �mperat. Then
w�ll the Cross have accompl�shed �ts two-fold dest�ny, that of
consolat�on dur�ng the re�gn of s�n, and that of un�versal banner,
when human reason shall have accompl�shed the task �mposed
upon �t by the Creator. 'Seek ye f�rst the K�ngdom of God and h�s
r�ghteousness'—the harmony of the pass�ons �n assoc�at�ve un�ty.
Then w�ll the banner of the Cross d�splay w�th glory �ts dev�ce, the
augury of v�ctory, In Hoc S�gno V�nces; for then �t w�ll have
conquered ev�l, conquered the gates of hell, conquered false
ph�losophy and nat�onal �nd�gence and spur�ous c�v�l�zat�on; et portæ
�nfer� non prevalebunt.

"To the free and Chr�st�an people of the Un�ted States, then, we
commend the pr�nc�ple of Assoc�at�on; we ask that �t be fa�rly s�fted;
we do not shr�nk from the most thorough �nvest�gat�on. The pecul�ar
h�story of th�s nat�on conv�nces us that �t has been prepared by
Prov�dence for the work�ng out of glor�ous �ssues. Its pos�t�on, �ts
people, �ts free �nst�tut�ons, all prepare �t for the man�festat�on of a
true soc�al order. Its wealth of terr�tory, �ts d�stance from the pol�t�cal
�nfluences of older and corrupter nat�ons, and above all the general
�ntell�gence of �ts people, al�ke contr�bute to f�t �t for that noble un�on



of freemen wh�ch we call Assoc�at�on. That pecul�ar const�tut�on of
government, wh�ch, for the f�rst t�me �n the world's career, was
establ�shed by our Fathers; that s�gnal fact of our nat�onal motto, E
Plur�bus Unum, many �nd�v�duals un�ted �n one whole; that beaut�ful
arrangement for comb�n�ng the most perfect �ndependence of the
separate members w�th complete harmony and strength �n the
federal heart—�s a rude outl�ne and type of the more sc�ent�f�c and
more beaut�ful arrangement wh�ch we would �ntroduce �nto all the
relat�ons of man to man. We would g�ve our theory of state r�ghts an
appl�cat�on to �nd�v�dual r�ghts. We would b�nd trade to trade,
ne�ghborhood to ne�ghborhood, man to man, by the t�es of �nterest
and affect�on wh�ch b�nd our larger aggregat�ons called States; only
we would make the t�es hol�er and more �nd�ssoluble. There �s
noth�ng �mposs�ble �n th�s; there �s noth�ng unpract�cal! We, who are
represented �n th�s Convent�on have pledged our sleepless energ�es
to �ts accompl�shment. It may cost t�me, �t may cost trouble, �t may
expose us to m�sconcept�on and even to abuse; but �t must be done.
We know that we stand on sure and pos�t�ve grounds; we know that
a better t�me must come; we know that the hope and heart of
human�ty �s w�th us—that just�ce, truth and goodness are w�th us; we
feel that God �s w�th us, and we do not fear the anger of man. The
future �s ours—the future �s ours. Our pract�cal plans may seem
�ns�gn�f�cant, but our moral a�m �s the grandest that ever elevated
human thought. We want the love and w�sdom of the H�ghest to
make the�r da�ly abode w�th us; we w�sh to see all mank�nd happy
and good; we des�re to emanc�pate the human body and the human
soul; we long for un�ty between man and man �n true soc�ety,
between man and nature by the cult�vat�on of the earth, and between
man and God, �n un�versal joy and rel�g�on."

After th�s address, Mr. R�pley of Brook Farm made a speech, and
Mr. Solyman Brown of the Leraysv�lle Phalanx rec�ted "a very
beaut�ful pastoral, ent�tled, A V�s�on of the Future." Here occurred a
l�ttle ep�sode that brought our old fr�ends of the Owen�te w�ng of
Soc�al�sm on the scene; not, however, altogether harmon�cally. The
report says:



"A delegat�on of Engl�sh Soc�al�sts, from a soc�ety �n th�s c�ty,
presented �tself. The gentlemen compos�ng the delegat�on,
demanded seats as members of the Convent�on. The call of the
Convent�on was read, and they were asked �f they could un�te w�th
the Convent�on accord�ng to the terms of the call, as 'fr�ends of
Assoc�at�on based on the pr�nc�ples of Charles Four�er.' Th�s they
sa�d they could not do, as they d�ffered w�th the part�sans of Four�er
�n fundamental pr�nc�ples, and part�cularly �n regard to rel�g�on and
property. They held to commun�ty of property, and d�d not accept our
v�ews of a Prov�dent�al and D�v�ne soc�al order. They were �nformed
that the objects of the Convent�on were of a spec�al and bus�ness
character, and that a controversy and d�scuss�on of pr�nc�ples could
not be entered �nto. The�r cla�m to s�t as members of the Convent�on
was therefore den�ed: but they were allowed freely to express the�r
op�n�ons, and treated w�th the utmost courtesy, w�thout reply."

Many "adm�rable addresses" cont�nued to be del�vered; among
wh�ch one of Mr. Chann�ng's �s ment�oned, and one of Charles A.
Dana's �s reported �n full. He spoke as the representat�ve of Brook
Farm. We cull a few broken paragraphs:

"As a member of the oldest Assoc�at�on �n the Un�ted States, I
deem �t my duty to make some remarks on the pract�cal results of
the system. We have an Assoc�at�on at Brook Farm, of wh�ch I now
speak from my own exper�ence. We have there abol�shed domest�c
serv�tude. Th�s �nst�tut�on of domest�c serv�tude was one of the f�rst
cons�derat�ons; �t gave one of the f�rst �mpulses to the movement at
Brook Farm. It seemed that a cont�nuance �n the relat�ons wh�ch �t
establ�shed, could not poss�bly be subm�tted to. It was a deadly s�n—
a th�ng to be escaped from. Accord�ngly �t was escaped from, and we
have now for three years l�ved at Brook Farm and have carr�ed on all
the bus�ness of l�fe w�thout �t. At Brook Farm they are all servants of
each other; no man �s master. We do freely, from the love of �t, w�th
joy and thankfulness, those dut�es wh�ch are usually d�scharged by
domest�cs. The man who performs one of these dut�es—he who d�gs
a d�tch or executes any other repuls�ve work, �s not at the foot of the
soc�al scale; he �s at the head of �t. Aga�n we have �n Assoc�at�on
establ�shed a natural system of educat�on; a system of educat�on



wh�ch does just�ce to every one; where the ch�ldren of the poor
rece�ve the �ntegral development of all the�r facult�es, as far as the
means of Assoc�at�on �n �ts present cond�t�on w�ll perm�t. Here we
cla�m to have made an advance upon c�v�l�zed soc�ety.

"Aga�n, we are able already, not only to ass�gn to manual labor �ts
just rank and d�gn�ty �n the scale of human occupat�ons, but to �nsure
to �t �ts just reward. And here also, I th�nk, we may humbly cla�m that
we have made some advance upon c�v�l�zed soc�ety. In the best
soc�ety that has ever been �n th�s world, w�th very small except�ons,
labor has never had �ts just reward. Every where the ga�n �s to the
pocket of the employer. He makes the money. The laborer to�ls for
h�m and �s h�s servant. The �nterest of the laborer �s not consulted �n
the arrangements of �ndustry; but the whole tendency of �ndustry �s
perpetually to d�sgrace the laborer, to gr�nd h�m down and reduce h�s
wages, and to render dece�t and fraud almost necessary for h�m.
And all for the benef�t of whom? For the benef�t of our excellent
monopol�sts, our excellent compan�es, our excellent employers. The
stream all runs �nto the�r pockets, and not one l�ttle r�ll �s suffered to
run �nto the pockets of those who do the work. Now �n Assoc�at�on
already we have changed all th�s; we have establ�shed a true relat�on
between labor and the people, whereby the labor �s done, not
ent�rely for the benef�t of the cap�tal�st, as �t �s �n c�v�l�zed soc�ety, but
for the mutual benef�t of the laborer and the cap�tal�st. We are able to
d�str�bute the results and advantages wh�ch accrue from labor �n a
jo�nt rat�o.

"These, then, very br�efly and �mperfectly stated, are the pract�cal,
actual results already atta�ned. In the f�rst place we have abol�shed
domest�c serv�tude; �n the second place, we have secured thorough
educat�on for all; and �n the th�rd place, we have establ�shed just�ce
to the laborer, and ennobled �ndustry. * * * Two or three years ago we
began our movement at Brook Farm, and propounded these few
s�mple propos�t�ons, wh�ch I say are here proven. All declared �t to be
a scheme of fanat�c�sm. There was un�versal skept�c�sm. No one
bel�eved �t poss�ble that men could l�ve together �n such relat�ons.
Soc�ety, �t was sa�d, had always l�ved �n a state of compet�t�on and
str�fe between man and man; and when told that �t was poss�ble to



l�ve otherw�se, no one rece�ved the propos�t�on except w�th scorn and
r�d�cule. But �n the exper�ence of two or three years, we ma�nta�n that
we have by actual facts, by pract�cal demonstrat�on, proven th�s, v�z.:
that harmon�ous relat�ons, relat�ons of love and not of self�shness
and mutual confl�ct, relat�ons of truth and not of falsehood, relat�ons
of just�ce and not of �njust�ce, are poss�ble between man and man."

At noon on Saturday the last resolut�on was adopted, and the
Convent�on was about to adjourn, when Mr. Chann�ng rose and
addressed the assembly, as follows:

"Mr. Pres�dent and brother Assoc�at�on�sts: We began our meet�ng
w�th call�ng to m�nd, as �n the presence of God, our solemn pr�v�leges
and respons�b�l�t�es. We can not part w�thout �nvok�ng for ourselves,
each other, our fr�ends everywhere, and our race, a bless�ng. It th�s
cause �n wh�ch we are engaged, �s one of mere human dev�ce, the
emanat�on of folly and self, may �t utterly fa�l; �t w�ll then utterly fa�l.
But �f, as we bel�eve, �t �s of God, and, mak�ng allowance for human
l�m�tat�ons, �s �n harmony w�th the D�v�ne w�ll, may �t go on, as thus �t
must, conquer�ng and to conquer. Those of us who are act�ve �n th�s
movement have met, and w�ll meet w�th susp�c�on and abuse. It �s
well! well that cr�t�cal eyes should probe the schemes of Assoc�at�on
to the core, and �f they are ev�l, lay bare the�r h�dden po�son; well that
�n th�s f�ery ordeal the sap of our personal van�t�es and weaknesses
should be consumed. We need be anx�ous but on one account; and
that �s lest we be unworthy of th�s subl�me reform. Who are we, that
we should have the honor of g�v�ng our l�ves to th�s grandest of all
poss�ble human endeavors, the establ�shment of un�versal un�ty, of
the re�gn of heaven on earth? Truly 'out of the mouths of babes and
suckl�ngs has the Lord orda�ned strength.' K�ngs and holy men have
des�red to see the th�ngs we see, and have not been able. Let our
des�re be, that our �mperfect�ons, our unfa�thfulness, do not h�nder
the progress of love and truth and joy."

The Convent�on then un�ted �n prayer, and parted w�th the
bened�ct�on, "Glory to God �n the h�ghest, and on earth, peace, good
w�ll toward men."



But th�s was not the end. That last day of the Convent�on was also
the ann�versary of Four�er's b�rthday, and �n the even�ng the
members held a fest�val at the Apollo Saloon. "The repast was pla�n
and s�mple, but the �ntellectual feast and the soc�al commun�on were
del�ghtful." The regular toasts, announced and probably prepared by
Mr. Chann�ng, were to the memory of Four�er, and to each of the
twelve pass�ons wh�ch, accord�ng to Four�er, const�tute the act�ve
forces of human nature. "Soul-st�rr�ng speeches" followed each
toast. Mr. Dana responded to the toast for fr�endsh�p, and at the
close of h�s speech Mr. Macdan�el proposed that the toast be
repeated w�th clasped hands. "Th�s propos�t�on was �nstantly
accepted, and w�th a burst of enthus�asm every man rose, and
lock�ng hands all round the table, the toast was repeated by the
whole company, produc�ng an electr�c thr�ll of emot�on through every
nerve."

Mr. Godw�n compared the present prospects of Assoc�at�on to the
tokens of approach�ng land wh�ch cheered the droop�ng sp�r�ts of the
crew of Columbus. The fr�ends from Brook Farm were the b�rds, and
those from other places the flowers that floated on the waves.

Mr. R�pley sa�d, "Our fr�end has compared us to b�rds. Well, �t �s
true we have a good deal of s�ng�ng, though not a great deal to eat;
and we have very small nests. (Laughter.) Our most appropr�ate
emblem �s the not very beaut�ful or magn�f�cent, but the very useful
and respectable barn-yard fowl! for we all have to scratch for a l�v�ng!

"Mr. Br�sbane pronounced an enthus�ast�c and hearty tr�bute of h�s
grat�tude, esteem and respect for Horace Greeley, for the manly,
�ndependent, and generous support he had g�ven to the cause from
�ts �nfancy to the present day; and closed by say�ng—

"He (Mr. Greeley), has done for us what we never could have
done. He has created the cause on th�s cont�nent. He has done the
work of a century. Well then, I w�ll g�ve [as a toast], 'One Cont�nent
and One Man!'"

Mr. Greeley returned h�s grateful thanks for what he sa�d was the
extravagant eulog�um of h�s part�al fr�end, and cont�nued:



"When I took up th�s cause, I knew that I went �n the teeth of many
of my patrons, �n the teeth of prejud�ces of the great mass, �n the
teeth of rel�g�ous prejud�ces; for I confess I had a great many more
clergymen on my l�st before, than I have now, as I am sorry to say,
for had they kept on, I th�nk I could have done them a l�ttle good.
(Laughter.) But �n the face of all th�s, �n the face of constant adv�ces,
'Don't have any th�ng to do w�th that Mr. Br�sbane,' I went on. 'Oh!'
sa�d many of my fr�ends, 'cons�der your pos�t�on—cons�der your
�nfluence.' 'Well,' sa�d I, 'I shall endeavor to do so, but I must try to do
some good �n the meant�me, or else what �s the use of the �nfluence.'
(Cheers.) And thus I have gone on, pursu�ng a manly and at the
same t�me a c�rcumspect course, tread�ng wantonly on no man's
prejud�ce, tell�ng on the contrary, un�versal man, I w�ll defer to your
prejud�ces, as far as I can cons�stently w�th duty; but when duty
leads me, you must excuse my stepp�ng on your corn, �f �t be �n the
way." (Cheers.)

And so they went on w�th toasts and speeches and letters from
d�st�ngu�shed outs�ders—one, by the way, from Archb�shop Hughes,
courteously decl�n�ng an �nv�tat�on to attend—t�ll the twelve o'clock
bell warned them of the advent of holy t�me, and so they separated.

A notable th�ng �n th�s great demonstrat�on was the �ntense
rel�g�ous element that pervaded �t. The Convent�on was opened and
closed w�th prayers and Chr�st�an doxolog�es. The letters and
addresses abounded �n quotat�ons from scr�pture, always labor�ng to
�dent�fy Four�er�sm w�th Chr�st�an�ty. Even the joll�t�es of the fest�val at
the Apollo Saloon could not commence t�ll a bless�ng had been
asked.

These man�festat�ons of rel�g�ous feel�ng were ma�nly due to the
presence of the Massachusetts men, and espec�ally to the zeal of
W�ll�am H. Chann�ng. He never forgot h�s rel�g�on �n h�s enthus�asm
for Soc�al�sm.

It would be easy to r�d�cule the fervor and assurance of the actors
�n th�s enthus�ast�c drama, by compar�ng the�r hopes and pred�ct�ons
w�th the results. But for our part we hold that the hopes and
pred�ct�ons were true, and the results were l�ars. M�stakes were



made as to the t�me and manner of the bless�ngs foreseen, as they
have been made many t�mes before and s�nce: but the �nsp�rat�on
d�d not l�e.

We have had a long success�on of such enthus�asms �n th�s
country. F�rst of all and mother of all, was the ser�es of Rev�vals
under Edwards, Nettleton and F�nney, �n every paroxysm of wh�ch
the M�llenn�um seemed to be at the door. Then came Perfect�on�sm,
rapturously aff�rm�ng that the M�llenn�um had already begun. Then
came M�ller�sm, reproduc�ng all the exc�tements and hopes that
ag�tated the Pr�m�t�ve Church just before the Second Advent. Very
nearly co�nc�dent w�th the cr�s�s of th�s last enthus�asm �n 1843, came
th�s Four�er rev�val, w�th the same conf�dent pred�ct�ons of the
com�ng of Chr�st's k�ngdom, and the same m�stakes as to t�me and
manner. S�nce then Sp�r�tual�sm has gone through the same
exper�ence of br�ll�ant prophec�es and pract�cal fa�lures. We hold that
all these enthus�asms are man�festat�ons, �n var�ed phase, of one
great afflatus, that takes �ts t�me for fulf�llment more le�surely than
su�ts the ardor of �ts med�ums, but �nsp�res them w�th heart-
prophec�es of the good t�me com�ng, that are true and sure.

HORACE GREELEY'S POSITION.
The reader w�ll observe that �n the f�nal passage of compl�ments

between Messrs. Br�sbane and Greeley at the Apollo fest�val, there
�s a clear answer to the quest�on, Who was next �n rank after
Br�sbane �n the propagat�on of Four�er�sm �n th�s country? As there �s
much confus�on �n the publ�c memory on th�s �mportant po�nt �n the
personnel of Four�er�sm, we w�ll here make a note of the pr�nc�pal
facts �n the Four�er�st�c h�story of the Tr�bune:

A prom�nent New England journal �n an elaborate ob�tuary on the
late Henry J. Raymond, after ment�on�ng that he was an eff�c�ent
ass�stant of Mr. Greeley on the Tr�bune, from the commencement of
that paper �n 1841 t�ll he w�thdrew and took serv�ce on the Cour�er
and Enqu�rer, went on to say:



"It was at the t�me of Mr. Raymond's w�thdrawal from �t, that the
Tr�bune, wh�ch was speed�ly jo�ned by George R�pley and Charles A.
Dana, fresh from Brook Farm, had �ts Four�er�st�c phase."

The m�stakes �n th�s paragraph are remarkable, and ought not to
be allowed any chance of gett�ng �nto h�story.

In the f�rst place R�pley and Dana d�d not thus �mmed�ately
succeed Raymond on the Tr�bune. The Amer�can Cyclopæd�a says
that Raymond left the Tr�bune and jo�ned Webb on the Cour�er and
Enqu�rer �n 1843. But R�pley and Dana reta�ned the�r connect�on w�th
Brook Farm t�ll October 30, 1847, and cont�nued to ed�t the
Harb�nger �n New York t�ll February 10, 1849, as we know by the f�les
of that paper �n our possess�on. They could not have jo�ned the
Tr�bune before the f�rst of these dates, and probably d�d not t�ll after
the last; so that there was an �nterval of from three to s�x years
between Raymond's leav�ng and the�r jo�n�ng the Tr�bune.

But the most �mportant error of the above quoted paragraph �s �ts
�mpl�cat�on that the "Four�er�st�c phase" of the Tr�bune was after
Raymond left �t, and was ow�ng to the advent of R�pley and Dana
"fresh from Brook Farm." The truth �s, that the Tr�bune had become
the organ of Mr. Br�sbane, the �mporter of Four�er�sm, �n March 1842,
less than a year from �ts commencement (wh�ch was on Apr�l 10,
1841); and of course had �ts "Four�er�st�c phase" wh�le Raymond was
employed on �t, and �n fact before R�pley and Dana had been
converted to Four�er�sm. Brook Farm, be �t ever remembered, was
or�g�nally an �ndependent Yankee exper�ment, started �n 1841 by the
suggest�on of Dr. Chann�ng, and d�d not accept Four�er�sm t�ll the
w�nter of 1843-4. Dur�ng the ent�re per�od of Br�sbane's
promulgat�ons �n the Tr�bune, wh�ch lasted more than a year, and
wh�ch man�festly caused the great Four�er exc�tement of 1843, Brook
Farm had noth�ng to do w�th Four�er�sm, except as �t was be�ng
carr�ed away w�th the rest of the world, by Br�sbane and the Tr�bune.
Thus �t �s certa�n that R�pley and Dana d�d not br�ng Four�er�sm �nto
the Tr�bune, but on the contrary rece�ved Four�er�sm from the
Tr�bune, dur�ng the very per�od when Raymond was ass�st�ng
Greeley. When they jo�ned the Tr�bune �n 1847-9, Four�er�sm was �n
the last stages of defeat, and the most that they or Greeley or any



body else d�d for �t after that, was to help �ts retreat �nto decent
obl�v�on.

The ob�tuary wr�ter probably fell �nto these m�stakes by �mag�n�ng
that the controversy between Greeley and Raymond, wh�ch occurred
�n 1846, wh�le Raymond was employed on the Cour�er and Enqu�rer,
was the pr�nc�pal "Four�er�st�c phase" of the Tr�bune. But th�s was
really an after-affa�r, �n wh�ch Greeley fought on the defens�ve as the
rear-guard of Four�er�sm �n �ts fa�l�ng fortunes; and even th�s
controversy took place before Brook Farm broke up; so that R�pley
and Dana had noth�ng to do w�th �t.

The cred�t or respons�b�l�ty for the or�g�nal promulgat�on of
Four�er�sm through the Tr�bune, of course does not belong to Mr.
Raymond; though he was at the t�me (1842) Mr. Greeley's ass�stant.
But ne�ther must �t be put upon Messrs. R�pley and Dana. It belongs
exclus�vely to Horace Greeley. He clearly was Br�sbane's other and
better half �n the propagat�on of Four�er�sm. For pract�cal devot�on,
we judge that he deserves even the f�rst place on the roll of honor.
We doubt whether Br�sbane h�mself ever pledged h�s property to
Assoc�at�on, as Greeley d�d �n the follow�ng address, publ�shed �n the
Harb�nger, October 25, 1845:

"As one Assoc�at�on�st who has g�ven h�s efforts and means freely
to the cause, I feel that I have a r�ght to speak frankly. I know that the
great number of our bel�evers are far from wealthy; yet I know that
there �s wealth enough �n our ranks, �f �t were but devoted to �t, to
g�ve an �nstant and res�stless �nfluence to the cause. A few thousand
dollars subscr�bed to the stock of each ex�st�ng Assoc�at�on would �n
most cases ext�ngu�sh the mortgages on �ts property, prov�de �t w�th
mach�nery and mater�als, and render �ts �ndustry �mmed�ately
product�ve and prof�table. Then manufactur�ng �nvent�on and sk�ll
would fearlessly take up the�r abode w�th our �nfant colon�es; labor
and thr�ft would flow th�ther, and a new and br�ghter era would dawn
upon them. Fellow Assoc�at�on�sts! I shall do whatever I can for the
promot�on of our common cause; to �t whatever I have or may
hereafter acqu�re of pecun�ary ab�l�ty �s devoted: may I not hope for a
l�ke devot�on from you?



"H.G."

CHAPTER XX.

THE SYLVANIA ASSOCIATION.ToC

Th�s was the f�rst of the P��������. The North Amer�can was the
last. These two had the d�st�nct�on of metropol�tan or�g�n; both be�ng
colon�es sent forth by the soc�al�st�c schools of New York and Albany.
The North Amer�can appears to have been Mr. Br�sbane's protege, �f
he had any. Mr. Greeley seems to have attached h�mself to the
Sylvan�a. H�s name �s on �ts l�st of off�cers, and he g�ves an account
of �t �n h�s "Recollect�ons," as one of the two Phalanxes that �ssued
from New York C�ty. In the follow�ng sketch we g�ve the rose-color
f�rst, and the shady s�de afterward. Indeed th�s w�ll be our general
method of mak�ng up the memo�rs of the Phalanxes.

The f�rst number of Br�sbane's paper, the Phalanx, (October 5,
1843) g�ves the follow�ng account of the Sylvan�a:

"Th�s Assoc�at�on has been formed by warm fr�ends of the cause
from the c�t�es of New York and Albany. Thomas W. Wh�tley �s
Pres�dent, and Horace Greeley, Treasurer. Operat�ons were
commenced �n May last, and have already proved �ncontestably the
great advantages of Assoc�at�on; hav�ng thus far more than fulf�lled
the most sangu�ne hopes of success of those engaged �n the
enterpr�se. Temporary bu�ld�ngs have been erected, and the



foundat�on la�d of a large ed�f�ce; a great deal of land has been
cleared, and a saw- and gr�st-m�ll on the prem�ses when purchased,
have been put �n excellent repa�r; several branches of �ndustry, shoe-
mak�ng part�cularly, have been establ�shed, and the whole concern �s
now �n full operat�on. Upwards of one hundred and f�fty persons,
men, women and ch�ldren, are on the doma�n, all contented and
happy, and much grat�f�ed w�th the�r new mode of l�fe, wh�ch �s new
to most of the members as a country res�dence, as well as an
assoc�ated household; for nearly all the mechan�cs formerly res�ded
�n c�t�es, New York and Albany pr�nc�pally. In future numbers we w�ll
g�ve more deta�led accounts of th�s enterpr�s�ng l�ttle Assoc�at�on.
The follow�ng �s a descr�pt�on of �ts locat�on and so�l:

"The Sylvan�a doma�n cons�sts of 2,300 acres of arable land,
s�tuated �n the townsh�p of Lackawaxen, County of P�ke, State of
Pennsylvan�a. It l�es on the Delaware r�ver, at the mouth of the
Lackawaxen creek, fourteen m�les from M�lford, about e�ghty-f�ve
m�les �n a stra�ght l�ne west by north of New York C�ty (by stage route
n�nety-four, and by New York and Er�e Ra�lroad to M�ddletown, one
hundred and ten m�les; seventy-four of wh�ch are now traversed by
ra�lroad). The ra�lroad w�ll certa�nly be carr�ed to Port Jerv�s, on the
Delaware, only f�fteen m�les below the doma�n; certa�nly �f the
Leg�slature of the State w�ll perm�t. The Delaware and Hudson Canal
now passes up the Delaware d�rectly across from the doma�n,
afford�ng an unbroken water commun�cat�on w�th New York C�ty; and
the turnp�ke from M�lford, Pennsylvan�a, to Owego, New York,
bounds on the south the lands of the Assoc�at�on, and crosses the
Delaware by a br�dge about one m�le from the dwell�ngs. The doma�n
may be sa�d, not very prec�sely, to be bounded by the Delaware on
the north, the Lackawaxen on the west, the Shoholy on the east, and
the turnp�ke on the south.

"The so�l of the doma�n �s a deep loam, well calculated for t�llage
and graz�ng. About one hundred acres had been cleared before the
Assoc�at�on took possess�on of �t; the rema�nder �s th�nly covered
w�th the pr�m�t�ve forest; the larger trees hav�ng been cut off of a
good part of �t for t�mber. Much of �t can be cleared at a cost of s�x
dollars per acre. Abundance of t�mber rema�ns on �t for all purposes



of the Assoc�at�on. The land l�es �n gentle slop�ng r�dges, w�th valleys
between, and w�de, level tables at the top. The general �ncl�nat�on �s
to the east and south. There are very few acres wh�ch can not be
plowed after clear�ng.

"Appl�cat�on for membersh�p, to be made (by letter, post pa�d), to
Thomas W. Wh�tley, Esq., Pres�dent, or to Horace Greeley, Esq.,
New York."

The Execut�ve off�cers �ssued a pamphlet soon after the
commencement of operat�ons, from wh�ch we extract the follow�ng:

"Th�s Assoc�at�on was formed early �n 1843, by a few c�t�zens of
New York, ma�nly mechan�cs, who, deeply �mpressed w�th the
present defect�ve, v�ce-engender�ng and ru�nous system of soc�ety,
w�th the wasteful compl�cat�on of �ts �solated households, �ts
destruct�ve compet�t�on and anarchy �n �ndustry, �ts constra�nt of
m�ll�ons to �dleness and consequent dependence or fam�ne for want
of employment, and �ts fa�lure to secure educat�on and development
to the ch�ldren grow�ng up all around and among us �n �gnorance and
v�ce, were �mpelled to �mmed�ate and energet�c act�on �n res�stance
to these man�fold and m�ghty ev�ls. Hav�ng earnestly stud�ed the
system of �ndustr�al organ�zat�on and soc�al reform propounded by
Charles Four�er, and been led to recogn�ze �n �t a benef�cent,
expens�ve and pract�cal plan for the mel�orat�on of the cond�t�on of
man and h�s moral and �ntellectual elevat�on, they most heart�ly
adopted that system as the bas�s and gu�de of the�r operat�ons.
Hold�ng meet�ngs from t�me to t�me, and through the press �nform�ng
the publ�c of the�r enterpr�se and �ts objects, the�r numbers stead�ly
�ncreased; the�r organ�zat�on was perfected; explorat�ons w�th a v�ew
to the select�on of a doma�n were d�rected and made; and �n the last
week of Apr�l a locat�on was f�nally determ�ned on and �ts purchase
effected. Dur�ng the f�rst week �n May, a p�oneer d�v�s�on of some
forty persons entered upon the possess�on and �mprovement of the
land. The�r number has s�nce been �ncreased to nearly s�xty, of
whom over forty are men, generally young or �n the pr�me of l�fe, and
all recogn�z�ng labor as the true and noble dest�ny on earth. The



Sylvan�a Assoc�at�on �s the f�rst attempt �n North Amer�ca to real�ze �n
pract�ce the vast econom�es, �ntellectual advantages and such
enjoyments result�ng from Four�er's system.

"Any person may become a stockholder by subscr�b�ng for not less
than one share ($25); but the counc�l, hav�ng as yet �ts head-quarters
�n New York, �s necessar�ly entrusted w�th power to determ�ne at
what t�me and �n what order subscr�bers and the�r fam�l�es can be
adm�tted to res�dent membersh�p on the doma�n. Those who are
judged best calculated to fac�l�tate the progress of the enterpr�se
must be preferred; those w�th large fam�l�es unable to labor must
awa�t the construct�on of bu�ld�ngs for the�r proper accommodat�on;
wh�le such as shall, on cr�t�cal �nqu�ry, be found of unf�t moral
character or debas�ng hab�ts, can not be adm�tted at all. Th�s,
however, w�ll now�se �nterfere w�th the�r ownersh�p �n the doma�n;
they w�ll be promptly pa�d the d�v�dends on the�r stock, whenever
declared, the same as res�dent members.

"The enterpr�se here undertaken, however humble �n �ts or�g�n,
commends �tself to the respect of the skept�cal and the generous
coöperat�on of the ph�lanthrop�c. Its consequences, should success
(as we can not doubt �t w�ll) crown our exert�ons, must be far-
reach�ng, benef�cent, unbounded. It a�ms at no aggrand�zement of
�nd�v�duals, no upbu�ld�ng or overthrow of sect or party, but at the
found�ng of a new, more trustful, more ben�gnant relat�onsh�p
between cap�tal and labor, remov�ng d�scord, jealousy and hatred,
and replac�ng them by concord, conf�dence and mutual advantage.
The end a�med at �s the emanc�pat�on of the mass; of the depressed
to�l�ng m�ll�ons, the slaves of necess�ty and wretchedness, of hunger
and constra�ned �dleness, of �gnorance, drunkenness and v�ce; and
the�r elevat�on to �ndependence, moral and �ntellectual development;
�n short, to a true and hopeful manhood. Th�s enterpr�se now appeals
to the lovers of the human race for a�d; not for pra�ses, votes or alms,
but for coöperat�on �n render�ng �ts tr�umph s�gnal and speedy. It asks
of the opulent and the generous, subscr�pt�ons to �ts stock, �n order
that �ts lands may be promptly cleared and �mproved, �ts bu�ld�ngs
erected, &c.; as they must be far more slowly, �f the res�dent
members must devote the�r energ�es at once and henceforth to the



prov�d�ng, under the most unfavorable c�rcumstances, of the ent�re
means of the�r own subs�stence. Subscr�pt�ons are sol�c�ted, at the
off�ce of the Assoc�at�on, 25 P�ne street, th�rd story.

"T���. W. W������, Pres�dent; J.D. P������, V�ce Pres�dent;
H����� G������, Treasurer; J.T.S. S����, Secretary."

After th�s d�scourse, the pamphlet presents a const�tut�on, by-laws,
b�ll of r�ghts, &c., wh�ch are not essent�ally d�fferent from scores of
jo�nt-stock documents wh�ch we f�nd, not only �n the records of the
Four�er epoch, but scattered all along back through the t�mes of
Owen�sm. The truth �s, the paper const�tut�ons of nearly all the
Amer�can exper�ments, show that the exper�menters fell to work, only
under the �mpulse, not under the �nstruct�ons, of the European
masters. Yankee t�nker�ng �s v�s�ble �n all of them. They all are shy,
on the one hand, of Owen's flat Commun�sm (as �ndeed Owen
h�mself was,) and on the other, of Four�er's �mpract�cable account-
keep�ng and venturesome theor�es of "pass�onal equ�l�br�um." The
result �s, that they are all very much al�ke, and may all be classed
together as attempts to solve the problem, How to construct a home
on the jo�nt-stock pr�nc�ple; wh�ch �s much l�ke the problem, How to
eat your cake and keep �t too.

For the shady s�de, Macdonald g�ves us a D�alogue wh�ch, he
says, was wr�tten by a gentleman who was a member of the Sylvan�a
Assoc�at�on from beg�nn�ng to end. It �s not very art�st�c, but shrewd
and �nterest�ng. We pr�nt �t w�thout �mportant alterat�on. The cur�ous
reader w�ll f�nd enterta�nment �n compar�ng �ts descr�pt�ons of the
Sylvan�a doma�n w�th those g�ven �n the off�c�al documents above. In
th�s case as �n many others, v�ews taken before and after tr�al, are as
d�fferent as summer and w�nter landscapes.

TALK ABOUT THE SYLVANIA ASSOCIATION.
B.—Good morn�ng, Mr. A. I perce�ve you are busy among your

papers. I hope we do not d�sturb you?
A.—Not �n the least, s�r. I am much pleased to meet you.



B.—I w�sh to �ntroduce to you my fr�end Mr. C. He �s anx�ous to
learn someth�ng concern�ng the exper�ment �n wh�ch you were
engaged �n P�ke County, Pennsylvan�a, and I presumed that you
would be w�ll�ng to furn�sh h�m w�th the des�red �nformat�on.

A.—I suppose, Mr. C., l�ke many others, you are doubtful about the
correctness of the reports you have heard concern�ng these
Assoc�at�ons.

C.—Yes, s�r: but I am endeavor�ng to d�scover the truth, and
part�cularly �n relat�on to the causes wh�ch produce so many fa�lures.
I f�nd thus far �n my �nvest�gat�ons, that the d�ff�cult�es wh�ch all
Assoc�at�ons have to contend w�th, are very s�m�lar �n the�r character.
Pray, s�r, how and where d�d the Sylvan�a Assoc�at�on or�g�nate?

A.—It or�g�nated partly �n New York C�ty and partly �n Albany, �n the
w�nter of 1842-3. We f�rst held meet�ngs �n Albany, and ag�tated the
subject of Soc�al�sm t�ll we formed an Assoc�at�on. Our or�g�nal object
was to read and expla�n the doctr�nes of Charles Four�er, the French
Soc�al�st; to have lectures del�vered, and arouse publ�c attent�on to
the cons�derat�on of those soc�al quest�ons wh�ch appeared to us, �n
our new-born zeal, to have an �mportant bear�ng upon the present,
and more espec�ally upon the future welfare of the human fam�ly. In
th�s we partly succeeded, and had arr�ved at the po�nt where �t
appeared necessary for us to th�nk of pract�cally carry�ng out those
splend�d v�ews wh�ch we had h�therto been dream�ng and talk�ng
about. Hear�ng of a s�m�lar movement go�ng on �n New York C�ty, we
commun�cated w�th them and ascerta�ned that they thought prec�sely
as we d�d concern�ng �mmed�ate and pract�cal operat�ons. After
several commun�cat�ons the two bod�es un�ted, w�th a determ�nat�on
to vent the�r enthus�asm upon the land. Our New York fr�ends
appo�nted a comm�ttee of three persons to select a des�rable
locat�on, and report at the next meet�ng of the Soc�ety.

C.—What were the qual�f�cat�ons of the men who were appo�nted
to select the locat�on? I th�nk th�s very �mportant.

A.—One was a landscape pa�nter, another an �ndustr�ous cooper,
and the th�rd was a homœopath�c doctor!



C.—And not a farmer among them! Well, th�s must have been a
great m�stake. At what season d�d they go to exam�ne the country?

A.—I th�nk �t was �n March; I am sure �t was before the snow was
off the ground.

C.—How unhappy are the work�ng classes �n hav�ng so l�ttle
pat�ence. Every th�ng they attempt seems to fa�l because they w�ll
not wa�t the r�ght t�me. Had you any cap�tal�sts among you?

A.—No; they were pr�nc�pally work�ng people, brought up to a c�ty
l�fe.

C.—But you encouraged cap�tal�sts to jo�n your soc�ety?
A.—Our const�tut�on prov�ded for them as well as laborers. We

w�shed to comb�ne cap�tal and labor, accord�ng to the theory la�d
down by Charles Four�er.

C.—Was h�s theory the soc�ety's pract�ce?
A.—No; there was �nf�n�te d�fference between h�s theory and our

pract�ce. Th�s �s generally the case �n such movements, and
�nvar�ably produces d�sappo�ntment and unhapp�ness.

C.—Does th�s not result from �gnorance of the pr�nc�ples, or a want
of fa�th �n them?

A.—To some extent �t does. If human be�ngs were pass�ve bod�es,
and we could place them just where we pleased, we m�ght so
arrange them that the�r act�ons would be harmon�ous. But they are
not so. We are act�ve be�ngs; and the Sylvan�ans were not only very
act�ve, but were collected from a var�ety of s�tuat�ons least l�kely to
produce harmon�ous be�ngs. If we knew mathemat�cally the laws
wh�ch regulate the act�ons of human be�ngs, �t �s poss�ble we m�ght
place all men �n true relat�on to each other.

C.—Work�ng people seem to know no pat�ence other than that of
endur�ng the everlast�ng to�l to wh�ch they are brought up. But about
the comm�ttee wh�ch you say cons�sted of an art�st, mechan�c and a
doctor; what report d�d they make concern�ng the land?



A.—They reported favorably of a sect�on of land �n P�ke County,
Pennsylvan�a, cons�st�ng of about 2,394 acres, partly wooded w�th
yellow p�ne and small oak trees, w�th a so�l of yellow loam w�thout
l�me. It was well watered, had an undulat�ng surface, and was sa�d to
be elevated f�fteen hundred feet above the Hudson r�ver. To reach �t
from New York and Albany, we had to take our th�ngs f�rst to Rondout
on the Hudson, and thence by canal to Lackawanna; then f�ve m�les
up h�ll on a bad stony road. [In the descr�pt�on on p. 234 the canal �s
sa�d to be "d�rectly across from the doma�n."] There was plenty of
stone for bu�ld�ng purposes ly�ng all over the land. The so�l be�ng
covered w�th snow, the comm�ttee d�d not see �t, but from the small
s�ze of the trees, they probably judged �t would be eas�ly cleared,
wh�ch would be a great advantage to c�ty-choppers. N�ne thousand
dollars was the pr�ce demanded for th�s place, and the soc�ety
concluded to take �t.

C.—What �mprovements were upon �t, and what were the
cond�t�ons of sale?

A.—There were about th�rty acres planted w�th rye, wh�ch gra�n, I
understood, had been success�vely planted upon �t for s�x years
w�thout any manure. Th�s was taken as a proof of the strength of the
so�l; but when we reaped, we were compelled to rake for ten yards
on each s�de of the spot where we �ntended to make the bundle,
before we had suff�c�ent to t�e together. There were three old houses
on the place; a good barn and cow-shed; a gr�st-m�ll w�thout
mach�nery, w�th a good stream for water-power; an old saw-m�ll, w�th
a very �nd�fferent water-wheel. These, together w�th several
skeletons of what had once been horses, const�tuted the stock and
�mprovements. We were to pay $1,000 down �n cash; the owner was
to put �n $1,000 as stock, and the balance was to be pa�d by annual
�nstalments.

C.—How much stock d�d the members take?
A.—To state the exact amount would be somewhat d�ff�cult; for

some who subscr�bed l�berally at f�rst, w�thdrew the�r subscr�pt�ons,
wh�le others �ncreased them. On exam�n�ng my papers, I reckon that
�n Albany there were about $4,500 subscr�bed �n money and useful



art�cles for mechan�cal and other purposes. In New York I should
est�mate that about $6,000 were subscr�bed �n l�ke proport�ons.

C.—When d�d the members proceed to the doma�n, and how d�d
they progress there?

A.—They left New York and Albany for the doma�n about the
beg�nn�ng of May; and I f�nd from a table I kept of the number of
persons, w�th the�r ages, sex and occupat�ons, that �n the follow�ng
August there were on the place twenty-e�ght marr�ed men, twenty-
seven marr�ed women, twenty-four s�ngle young men, s�x s�ngle
young women, and f�fty-one ch�ldren; mak�ng a total of one hundred
and th�rty-s�x �nd�v�duals. These had to be closely packed �n three
very �nd�fferent two-story frame houses. The upper story of the gr�st-
m�ll was devoted to as many as could sleep there. These
arrangements very soon brought trouble. Ch�ldren w�th every var�ety
of temper and hab�ts, were brought �n close contact, w�thout any
prev�ous tra�n�ng to prepare them for �t. Parents, each w�th h�s or her
pecul�ar character and mode of educat�ng ch�ldren, long used to very
d�fferent accommodat�ons, were brought here and l�terally compelled
to l�ve l�ke a herd of an�mals. Some thought the�r ch�ldren would be
taken and cared for by the soc�ety, as �ts own fam�ly; wh�le others
cla�med and pract�ced the r�ght to procure for the�r ch�ldren all the
l�ttle �ndulgences they had been used to. Thus jealous�es and �ll-
feel�ngs were created, and �n place of that self-sacr�f�ce and zealous
support of the const�tut�on and off�cers, to wh�ch they were all
pledged (I have no doubt by some �n �gnorance), there was a total
d�sregard of all d�sc�pl�ne, and a determ�nat�on �n each to have the
b�ggest share of all th�ngs go�ng, except hard labor, wh�ch was very
unpopular w�th a certa�n class. As�de from the above, had we been
carefully selected from fam�l�es �n each c�ty, and had we been found
capable of g�v�ng up our �nd�v�dual preferences to accompl�sh the
glor�ous object we had �n v�ew, what had we to exper�ment upon? In
my op�n�on, a barren w�lderness; not g�v�ng the sl�ghtest prospect
that �t would ever generously y�eld a return for the great sacr�f�ces we
were mak�ng upon �t. The land was cold and ster�le, apparently
�ncapable of support�ng the stunted p�nes wh�ch looked l�ke a vast
collect�on of barbers' poles upon �ts surface. I w�ll g�ve you one or



two �llustrat�ons of the qual�ty of the so�l: We cut and cleared four and
a half acres of what we thought m�ght be product�ve so�l; and after
hav�ng plowed and cross-plowed �t, we sowed �t w�th buckwheat.
When the crop was drawn �nto the barn and threshed, �t y�elded
eleven and a-half bushels. Aga�n, we to�led hard, clear�ng the brush
and p�ck�ng up the stones from seventeen acres of new land: we
plowed �t three d�fferent ways, and then sowed and harrowed �t w�th
great care. When the product was reaped and threshed, �t d�d not
y�eld more than the quant�ty of seed planted. Such exper�ences as
these made me look upon the whole operat�on as a su�c�dal affa�r,
blast�ng forever the hopes and asp�rat�ons of the few noble sp�r�ts
who tr�ed so hard to establ�sh �n pract�ce, the v�s�on they had seen
for years.

C.—How long d�d the Assoc�at�on rema�n on the place?
A.—About a year and a half, and then �t was abandoned as rap�dly

as �t was settled.
C.—They made �mprovements wh�le there. What were they, and

who got them when the soc�ety left?
A.—We cleared over one hundred acres and fenced �t �n; bu�lt a

large frame-house forty feet by forty, three stor�es h�gh; also a two-
story carpenter's-shop, and a new wagon-house. We repa�red the
dam and saw-m�ll, and made other �mprovements wh�ch I can not
now part�cular�ze. These �mprovements went to the or�g�nal owner,
who had already rece�ved two thousand dollars on the purchase; and
(as he expressed �t) he generously agreed to take the land back,
w�th the �mprovements, and release the trustees from all further
obl�gat�ons!

C.—It appears to me that your soc�ety, l�ke many others, lacked a
suff�c�ent amount of �ntell�gence, or they never would have sent such
a comm�ttee to select a doma�n; and after the doma�n was selected,
sent so many persons to l�ve upon �t so soon. Your means were
totally �nadequate to carry out the undertak�ng, and you had by far
too many ch�ldren upon the doma�n. There should have been no
ch�ldren sent there, unt�l ample means had been secured for the�r



care and educat�on under the super�ntendence of competent
persons.

A.—It �s d�ff�cult to get any but marr�ed men and women to endure
the hardsh�ps consequent on such an exper�ment. S�ngle young
men, unless under some m�l�tary control, have not the perseverance
of marr�ed men.

C.—But the ch�ldren! What have you to say of them?
A.—I am not capable of debat�ng that quest�on just now; but I am

sat�sf�ed that a very d�fferent course from the one we tr�ed must be
pursued. Better land and more cap�tal must be obta�ned, and a
greater degree of �ntell�gence and subord�nat�on must pervade the
people, before a Commun�ty can be successful.

Macdonald moral�zes as usual on the fa�lure. The follow�ng �s the
substance of h�s funeral sermon:



"There were too many ch�ldren on the place, the�r number be�ng
f�fty-one to e�ghty-f�ve adults. Some persons went there very poor, �n
fact w�thout anyth�ng, and came away �n a better cond�t�on; wh�le
others took all they could w�th them, and came back poor. Young
men, �t �s stated, wasted the good th�ngs at the commencement of
the exper�ment; and bes�des v�ctuals, dry-goods suppl�ed by the
Assoc�at�on were unequally obta�ned. Idle and greedy people f�nd
the�r way �nto such attempts, and soon show forth the�r character by
burden�ng others w�th too much labor, and, �n t�mes of scarc�ty,
supply�ng themselves w�th more than the�r allowance of var�ous
art�cles, �nstead of tak�ng less.

"Where such a fa�lure as th�s occurs, many persons are apt to
throw the blame upon part�cular �nd�v�duals as well as on the
pr�nc�ples; but �n th�s case, I bel�eve, nearly all connected w�th �t
agree that the �nfer�or land and locat�on was the fundamental cause
of �ll success.

"It was a loss to nearly all engaged �n �t. Those who subscr�bed
and d�d not go, lost the�r shares; and those who subscr�bed and d�d
go, lost the�r valuable t�me as well as the�r shares. The sufferers
were �n error, and were led �nto the exper�ment by others, who were
l�kew�se �n error. Work�ng men left the�r s�tuat�ons, some good and
some bad, and, �n the�r enthus�asm, expected, not only to �mprove
the�r own cond�t�on, but the cond�t�on of mank�nd. They fought the
f�ght and were defeated. Some were so badly wounded that �t took
them many years to recover; wh�le others, more fortunate, speed�ly
rega�ned the�r former pos�t�ons, and now thr�ve well �n the world
aga�n. The cap�tal expended on th�s exper�ment was est�mated at
$14,000."

The exact date at wh�ch the Sylvan�a d�ssolved �s not g�ven �n
Macdonald's papers, but the Phalanx of August 10, 1844, �nd�cates
�n the follow�ng paragraph, that �t was dy�ng at that t�me:

"We are requested to state that the Sylvan�a Assoc�at�on, hav�ng
become sat�sf�ed of �ts �nab�l�ty to contend successfully aga�nst an



ungrateful so�l and ungen�al cl�mate, wh�ch unfortunately
character�ze the doma�n on wh�ch �t settled, has determ�ned on a
d�ssolut�on. Other reasons also �nfluence th�s step, but these, and
the fact that the doma�n �s located �n a th�nly �nhab�ted reg�on, cut off
almost ent�rely from a market for �ts surplus product�ons, are the
prom�nent reasons. A gr�evous m�stake was made by those engaged
�n th�s enterpr�se, �n the select�on of a doma�n; but as a report on the
matter �s forthcom�ng, we shall say no more at present."

It �s ev�dent enough that th�s was not Four�er�sm. Indeed, Mr. A.,
the respondent �n the D�alogue, frankly adm�ts, for h�mself and
doubtless for h�s assoc�ates, that the�r do�ngs had �n them no
semblance of Four�er�sm. But then the same may be sa�d, w�thout
much mod�f�cat�on, of all the exper�ments of the Four�er epoch.
Four�er h�mself would have utterly d�sowned every one of them. We
have seen that he vehemently protested aga�nst an exper�ment �n
France, wh�ch had a cash bas�s of one hundred thousand dollars,
and the advantage of h�s own poss�ble presence and adm�n�strat�on.
Much more would he have refused respons�b�l�ty for the whole brood
of unsc�ent�f�c and starvel�ng "p�cn�cs," that followed Br�sbane's
exc�tat�ons.

Here then ar�ses a d�st�nct�on between Four�er�sm as a theory
propounded by Four�er, and Four�er�sm as a pract�cal movement
adm�n�stered �n th�s country by Br�sbane and Greeley. The
const�tut�on of a country �s one th�ng; the government �s another.
Four�er furn�shed const�tut�onal pr�nc�ples; Br�sbane was the work�ng
Pres�dent of the adm�n�strat�on. We must not judge Four�er's theory
by Br�sbane's execut�on. We can not conclude or safely �mag�ne,
from the actual events under Br�sbane's adm�n�strat�on, what would
have been the course of th�ngs, �f Four�er h�mself had been
Pres�dent of the Amer�can movement. It m�ght have been worse; or �t
m�ght have been better. It certa�nly would not have been the same;
for Br�sbane was a very d�fferent man from Four�er. For one th�ng,
Four�er was pract�cally a caut�ous man; wh�le Br�sbane was a young
enthus�ast. Aga�n, Four�er was a poor man and a worker; wh�le
Br�sbane was a cap�tal�st. Our �mpress�on also �s, that Four�er was



more rel�g�ous than Br�sbane. From these d�fferences we m�ght
conjecture, that Four�er would not have succeeded so well as
Br�sbane d�d, �n gett�ng up a vast and sw�ft exc�tement; but would
have conducted h�s operat�ons to a safer end. At all events, �t �s
unfa�r to judge the French theory by the Amer�can movement under
Br�sbane. The value of Four�er's �deas �s not determ�ned, nor the
hope of good from them foreclosed, merely by the d�sasters of these
local exper�ments.

And, to deal fa�rly all round, �t must further be sa�d, that �t �s not
r�ght to judge Br�sbane by such exper�ments as that of the Sylvan�a
Assoc�at�on. Let �t be remembered that, w�th all h�s enthus�asm, he
gave warn�ng from t�me to t�me �n h�s publ�cat�ons of the def�c�enc�es
and poss�ble fa�lures of these hybr�d ventures; and was caut�ous
enough to keep h�mself and h�s money out of them. We have not
found h�s name �n connect�on w�th any of the exper�ments, except
the North Amer�can Phalanx; and he appears never to have been a
member even of that; but only was recommended for �ts pres�dency
by the Four�er Assoc�at�on of New York, wh�ch was a sort of mother
to �t.

What then shall we say of the rank-and-f�le that formed
themselves �nto Phalanxes and marched �nto the w�lderness to the
mus�c of Four�er�sm? Mult�tudes of them, l�ke the poor Sylvan�ans,
lost the�r all �n the battle. To them �t was no mere matter of theory or
pleasant propagand�sm, but a m�serable "Bull Run." And surely there
was a great m�stake somewhere. Who was respons�ble for the
enormous m�scalculat�on of t�mes, and forces, and capab�l�t�es of
human nature, that �s man�fest �n the un�versal d�saster of the
exper�ments? Shall we clear the generals, and leave the poor
sold�ers to be called volunteer fools, w�thout the comfort even of
be�ng �n good company?

After look�ng the whole case over aga�n, we propose the follow�ng
d�str�but�on of cr�t�c�sm:

1. Four�er, though not respons�ble for Br�sbane's adm�n�strat�on,
was respons�ble for tantal�z�ng the world w�th a magn�f�cent theory,
w�thout prov�d�ng the means of translat�ng �t �nto pract�ce. Chr�st and



Paul d�d no such th�ng. They kept the�r theory �n the back-ground,
and la�d out the�r strength ma�nly on execut�on. The m�stake of all
"our �ncomparable masters" of the French school, seems to have
been �n �mag�n�ng that a supreme gen�us �s requ�red for develop�ng a
theory, but the exper�ment�ng and execut�on may be left to second-
rate men. One would th�nk that the example of the�r f�rst Napoleon
m�ght have taught them, that the place of the supreme gen�us �s at
the head of the army of execut�on and �n the front of the battle w�th
facts.

2. Br�sbane, though not altogether respons�ble for the �nadequate
attempts of the poor Sylvan�ans and the rest of the rabble
volunteers, must be blamed for spend�ng all h�s energy �n drumm�ng
and recru�t�ng; wh�le, to �nsure success, he should have g�ven at
least half h�s t�me to dr�ll�ng the sold�ers and lead�ng them �n actual
battle. One example of Four�er�sm, carr�ed through to splend�d
real�zat�on, would have done �nf�n�tely more for the cause �n the long
run, than all h�s translat�ons and publ�cat�ons. As Four�er's fault was
devot�on to theory, Br�sbane's fault was devot�on to propagand�sm.

3. The rank-and-f�le, as they were str�ctly volunteers, should have
taken better care of themselves, and not been so ready to follow and
even rush ahead of leaders, who were thus man�festly devot�ng
themselves to theor�z�ng and propagand�sm w�thout exper�ence.

It may be a consolat�on to all concerned—off�cers, pr�vates, and
far-off spectators of the great "Bull Run" of Four�er�sm—that the
cause of Soc�al�sm has outl�ved that battle, and has learned from �t,
not despa�r, but w�sdom. We have found by �t at least what can not
be done. As Owen�sm, w�th all �ts d�sasters, prepared the way for
Four�er�sm, so we may hope that Four�er�sm, w�th all �ts d�sasters,
has prepared the way for a th�rd and perhaps f�nal soc�al�st�c
movement. Every lesson of the past w�ll enter �nto the tr�umph of the
future.



CHAPTER XXI.

OTHER PENNSYLVANIA EXPERIMENTS.ToC

Our memo�rs of the Phalanxes and other contemporary
Assoc�at�ons, may as well be arranged accord�ng to the States �n
wh�ch they were located. We have already d�sposed of the Sylvan�a,
wh�ch was the most �nterest�ng of the exper�ments �n Pennsylvan�a
dur�ng the Four�er epoch. Our accounts of the rema�n�ng half-dozen
are not long. The whole of them may be d�spatched at a s�tt�ng.

THE PEACE UNION SETTLEMENT.
Th�s was a Commun�ty founded by Andreas Bernardus Smoln�kar,

whose name we saw among the V�ce Pres�dents of the Nat�onal
Convent�on. Macdonald says noth�ng of �t; but the Phalanx of Apr�l
1844, has the follow�ng paragraph:

"Th�s colony of Germans �s s�tuated �n L�mestown townsh�p,
Warren County, Pennsylvan�a; �t �s founded upon somewhat pecul�ar
v�ews and assoc�at�ve pr�nc�ples, by Andreas Bernardus Smoln�kar,
who was Professor of B�bl�cal Study and Cr�t�c�sm �n Austr�a, and
perce�v�ng by the s�gns of the t�mes compared w�th prophec�es of the
B�ble, that the t�me was at hand for the foundat�on of the un�versal
peace wh�ch was prom�sed to all nat�ons, and feel�ng called to
undertake a m�ss�on to a�d �n carry�ng out the great work thus
d�sclosed to h�m, he came to Amer�ca. In the years 1838 and 1842,
he publ�shed at Ph�ladelph�a f�ve volumes �n explanat�on of h�s v�ews;
and gather�ng around h�m a body of h�s countrymen, dur�ng the last
summer he commenced w�th them the Peace Un�on Settlement, on a
tract of fert�le w�ld land of 10,000 acres, wh�ch had been purchased."



That �s all we f�nd. Smoln�kar begun, but, we suppose, was not
able to f�n�sh. In 1845 he was wander�ng about the country,
profess�ng to be the "Ambassador extraord�nary of Chr�st, and
Apostle of h�s peace." He called on us at Putney; but we heard
noth�ng of h�s Commun�ty.

THE MCKEAN COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
The Phalanx, �n �ts f�rst number (October 1843), announced th�s

exper�ment among many others, �n the follow�ng terms:
"There �s a large Assoc�at�on of Germans �n McKean County,

Pennsylvan�a, commenced by the Rev. George G�nal of
Ph�ladelph�a. They own a very extens�ve tract of land, over th�rty
thousand acres we are �nformed, and are progress�ng prosperously.
The shares, wh�ch were or�g�nally $100, have been sold and are now
held at $200 or more."

Th�s �s the f�rst and the last we hear of the Rev. George G�nal and
h�s th�rty thousand acres.

THE ONE-MENTIAN COMMUNITY.
The name of th�s Commun�ty, Macdonald says, was der�ved from

Scr�pture; probably from the express�on of Paul, "Be of one m�nd."
The New Moral World cla�med �t as an Owen�te Assoc�at�on, "w�th a
const�tut�on sl�ghtly altered from Owen's outl�ne of rat�onal soc�ety,
�.e., made a l�ttle more theolog�cal." It or�g�nated at Paterson, New
Jersey, but the sect of One-Ment�an�sts appears to have had
branches �n Newark, New York, Brooklyn, Ph�ladelph�a and other
c�t�es. The prom�nent men were Dr. Humbert and Messrs. Horner,
Scott, and Hudson.

The Regenerator of February 12, 1844, publ�shed a long ep�stle
from John Hooper, a member of the One-Ment�an Commun�ty, g�v�ng
an account �n rather st�lted style, of �ts or�g�n, state and prospects.
We quote the most �mportant paragraphs:



"In the beg�nn�ng of last year a few humble but s�ncere persons
resolved to ra�se the standard of human l�berty, and though l�m�ted
�ndeed �n the�r means, yet such as they could sacr�f�ce they
contr�buted for that purpose; bel�ev�ng that the tree be�ng once
planted, other generous sp�r�ts, f�lled w�th the same sympathy,
enl�ghtened by the same knowledge, and k�ndled by the same
resolve, would, from t�me to t�me step forward, un�te �n the same holy
cause, and nurture th�s tree, unt�l �ts redeem�ng unct�on shall shed a
k�ndred halo through the length and breadth of the land. Hav�ng
made th�s resolve, they looked not beh�nd them, but freely
contr�buted of the�r hard-earned means, and purchased e�ght
hundred acres of fert�le wood-land, �n Monroe County, Pennsylvan�a.
The�r zeal perhaps overpac�ng the�r judgment, they located upon
the�r doma�n several fam�l�es before organ�z�ng suff�c�ent means for
the�r support, wh�ch necessar�ly produced much pr�vat�on and
d�sappo�ntment, and wh�ch placed men and women, good and true,
�n a pos�t�on to wh�ch human nature never ought to be exposed. But
the�r undy�ng fa�th �n the truth and grandeur of soc�al Commun�ty,
strengthened them �n the�r endeavor to overcome the�r d�sasters,
and they have passed the f�ery ordeal chastened and pur�f�ed. Do I
censure the�r want of fores�ght? Do I regret th�s tr�al? Oh, no! It but
the more forc�bly conf�rms me �n my persuas�on of the pract�cab�l�ty
of our system. It but the more clearly shows how persons un�ted �n a
good and just cause, can and w�ll surmount unequaled pr�vat�ons,
w�ther�ng d�sappo�ntments, and un�mag�ned d�ff�cult�es, �f the�r
�mpulse be as pure as the�r object �s sacred and magn�f�cent. It
shows, too, most clearly, how the humblest �n soc�ety can work out
the�r redempt�on, when true to one another. And moreover, �t �s a
secur�ty that bless�ngs so dearly purchased, w�ll be guarded by as
jud�c�ous watchfulness and jealous care, as the labor was severe
and try�ng �n produc�ng them.

"But the land has been bought, and better st�ll, �t �s pa�d for; and
the Soc�ety stands at th�s moment free from debt. We have no
�nterest nor rent to pay, no mortgage to dread; but we are free and
un�ncumbered. The land �s good, as can be test�f�ed by several
persons �n the c�ty of New York, who well know �t, and who are w�ll�ng
to bear w�tness of th�s fact to any who may or have quest�oned �t.



About s�xteen acres of th�s land are cleared and cult�vated. We have
�mplements, some stock, and some mach�nery. But what �s better
than all, we have honest hearts, clear heads, and hardy l�mbs, wh�ch
have passed the severest tests, battl�ng w�th the huge forest,
struggl�ng w�th the h�therto ster�le glebe, foster�ng the generous
seed, that they may bu�ld suffer�ng human�ty a home. Who after th�s
can be so cold as not to b�d them good speed? Who so ungenerous
as to speak to the�r d�sparagement? Who so n�ggardly as to w�thhold
from them the�r m�te? Hav�ng a f�ne water-power on the�r doma�n,
they are yearn�ng for the creat�on of a m�ll, wh�ch, at a small cost,
can and w�ll be soon accompl�shed," etc.

Macdonald reports the progress and f�nale of th�s exper�ment, w�th
some wholesome cr�t�c�sms, as follows:

"The comm�ttee appo�nted to select a doma�n, chose the locat�on
when the ground was covered w�th snow. The land was w�ld and well
t�mbered, but the reg�on �s sa�d to be cold. Some of the so�l �s good,
but generally �t �s very rocky and barren. The soc�ety pa�d f�ve
hundred dollars for some s�x or seven hundred acres, Cheap
enough, one would say; but �t turned out to be dear enough.

"Enthus�asm drove between th�rty and forty persons out to the
spot, and they commenced work under very unfavorable
c�rcumstances. The accommodat�ons were very �nfer�or, there be�ng
at f�rst only one log cab�n on the place; and what was worse, there
was an �nsuff�c�ency of food, both for men and an�mals. The
members cleared forty acres of land and made other �mprovements;
and for the number of persons collected, and the length of t�me spent
on the place, the work performed �s sa�d to have been �mmense.

"As the land was pa�d for and ass�stance was be�ng rendered by
the var�ous branches of the soc�ety, there were great ant�c�pat�ons of
success. But �t appears that an �nd�v�dual from Ph�ladelph�a v�s�ted
the place, const�tuted h�mself a comm�ttee of �nspect�on, and
reported unfavorably to the Ph�ladelph�a branch; wh�ch quenched the
Ph�ladelph�a ardor �n the cause. A comm�ttee was sent on from the



New York branch, and they l�kew�se reported unfavorably of the
doma�n. Th�s speed�ly caused the d�ssolut�on of the Commun�ty.

"The part�es located on the doma�n reluctantly abandoned �t, and
returned aga�n to the c�t�es. I am �nformed that one of the members
st�ll l�ves on the place, and probably holds �t as h�s own. Who has got
the deeds, �t seems d�ff�cult to determ�ne.

"Th�s fa�lure, l�ke many others, �s ascr�bed to �gnorance.
D�sagreements of course took place; and one between Mr. Hudson
and the New York branch, caused that gentleman to leave the One-
Ment�an, and start another Commun�ty a few m�les d�stant. Th�s
probably broke up the One-Ment�an. It lasted scarcely a year."

THE SOCIAL REFORM UNITY.
"Th�s Assoc�at�on," says Macdonald, "or�g�nated �n Brooklyn, Long

Island, among some mechan�cs and others, who were st�mulated to
make a pract�cal attempt at soc�al reform, through the labors of
Albert Br�sbane and Horace Greeley. Bus�ness was dull and the
t�mes were hard; so that work�ng-men were mostly unemployed, and
many of them were glad to try any apparently reasonable plan for
better�ng the�r cond�t�on."

Mr. C.H. L�ttle and Mr. Mackenz�e were the lead�ng men �n th�s
exper�ment. They framed and pr�nted a very elaborate const�tut�on;
but as Macdonald says they never made any use of �t, we om�t �t.
One or two cur�os�t�es �n �t, however, deserve to be rescued from
obl�v�on.

The 14th art�cle prov�des that "The treasury of the Un�ty shall
cons�st of a su�table metall�c safe, secured by seven d�fferent locks,
the keys of wh�ch shall be depos�ted �n the keep�ng and care of the
follow�ng off�cers, to w�t: one w�th the pres�dent of the Un�ty, one w�th
the pres�dent of the Adv�sory Counc�l, one w�th the secretary general,
one w�th the accountant general, one w�th the agent general, one
w�th the arb�ter general, and one w�th the reporter general. The
mon�es �n sa�d treasury to be drawn out only by author�ty of an order



from the Execut�ve Counc�l, s�gned by all the members of the same
�n sess�on at the t�me of the draw�ng of such order, and counter-
s�gned by the pres�dent of the Un�ty. All such mon�es thus drawn
shall be comm�tted to the care and d�sposal of the Execut�ve
Counc�l."

The 62d Art�cle says, "The quest�on or subject of the d�ssolut�on of
th�s Un�ty shall never be enterta�ned, adm�tted or d�scussed �n any of
the meet�ngs of the same."

"Land was offered to the soc�ety by a Mr. Wood, �n P�ke County,
Pennsylvan�a, at $1.25 per acre, and the cheapness of �t appears to
have been the ch�ef �nducement to accept�ng �t. They agreed to take
two thousand acres at the above rate, but only pa�d down $100. The
rema�nder was to be pa�d �n �nstallments w�th�n a certa�n per�od.

"A p�oneer band was formed of about twenty persons, who went
on to the property: the�r only cap�tal be�ng the�r subscr�pt�ons of $50
each. The journey th�ther was d�ff�cult, ow�ng to the bad roads and
the ruggedness of the country.

"The doma�n was well-t�mbered land near the foot of a mounta�n
range, and was th�ckly covered w�th stones and boulders. A half acre
had been cleared for a garden by a prev�ous settler. A small house
w�th about four rooms, a saw-m�ll, a yoke of oxen, some p�gs,
poultry, etc., were on the place; but the accommodat�ons and
prov�s�ons were altogether �nsuff�c�ent, and the c�rcumstances very
unpleasant for so many persons, and espec�ally at such a season of
the year; for �t was about the m�ddle of November when they went on
the ground.

"At the commencement of the�r labors they made no use of the�r
const�tut�on and laws to regulate the�r conduct, �ntend�ng to use them
when they had made some progress on the�r doma�n, and had
prepared �t for a greater number of persons. All worked as they
could, and w�th an enthus�asm worthy of a great cause, and all
shared �n common whatever there was to share. They commenced
clear�ng land, bu�ld�ng br�dges over the 'runs,' gather�ng up the
boulders, and �mprov�ng the hab�tat�on. But go�ng on to an
uncult�vated place l�ke that, w�thout ample means to obta�n the



prov�s�ons they requ�red, and at such a season, seems to me to have
been a very �mprudent step; and so the sequel proved.

"None of the lead�ng men were agr�cultur�sts; and although �t may
be qu�te true that the so�l under the boulders was excellent, yet a
band of poor mechan�cs, w�thout cap�tal, must have been sadly
deluded, �f they supposed that they could support themselves and
prepare a home for others on such a spot as that; unless, �ndeed,
mank�nd can l�ve on wood and stone.

"They depended upon external support from the Brooklyn Soc�ety,
and expected �t to cont�nue unt�l they were f�rmly establ�shed on the
doma�n. In th�s they were totally d�sappo�nted; the prom�sed a�d
never came; and �ndeed the subscr�pt�ons ceased ent�rely on the
departure of the p�oneers to the place of exper�ment.

"They cont�nued struggl�ng manfully w�th the rocks, wood, cl�mate
and other oppos�ng c�rcumstances, for about ten months; and
agreed pretty well t�ll near the close, when the leg�slat�ng and chaf�ng
�ncreased, as the means decreased.

"Occas�onally a new member would arr�ve, and a l�ttle fore�gn
ass�stance would be obta�ned. But th�s d�d not amount to much; and
f�nally �t was thought best to abandon the enterpr�se. Want of cap�tal
was the only cause ass�gned by the Commun�ty for �ts fa�lure; but
there was ev�dently also want of w�sdom and general preparat�on."

GOOSE-POND COMMUNITY.
It was ment�oned at the close of the account of the One-Ment�an

Commun�ty, that a Mr. Hudson seceded and started another
Assoc�at�on. That Assoc�at�on took the doma�n left by the Soc�al
Reform Un�ty. The local�ty was called "Goose Pond," and hence the
name of th�s Commun�ty. About s�xty persons were engaged �n �t.
After an ex�stence of a few months �t fa�led.

THE LERAYSVILLE PHALANX.



Several not�ces of th�s Assoc�at�on occur �n The Phalanx, from
wh�ch we quote as follows:

[From the Phalanx, February 5, 1844.]
"An Industr�al Assoc�at�on, wh�ch prom�ses to real�ze �mmed�ately

the advantages of un�ted �nterests, and ult�mately all the �mmense
econom�es and bless�ngs of a true, brotherly soc�al order, �s now �n
progress of organ�zat�on near the v�llage of Leraysv�lle, town of P�ke,
county of Bradford, �n the State of Pennsylvan�a.

"Nearly f�fty thousand dollars have been subscr�bed to �ts stock,
and a const�tut�on nearly �dent�cal w�th that of the North Amer�can
Phalanx, has rece�ved the s�gnatures of a number of heads of
fam�l�es and others, who are prepar�ng to commence operat�ons
early �n the spr�ng. Thus the books are fa�rly open for subscr�pt�on to
the cap�tal stock, only a few thousand dollars more of cash cap�tal
be�ng needed for the f�rst year's expend�tures.

"About f�fteen hundred acres of land have already been secured
for the doma�n, cons�st�ng of adjacent farms �n a good state of
cult�vat�on, well fenced and watered, and as product�ve as any tract
of equal d�mens�ons �n �ts v�c�n�ty.

"As Dr. Lemuel C. Beld�ng, the act�ve projector of th�s enterpr�se,
and several other gentlemen who have un�ted the�r farms to form the
doma�n, are members of the New Jerusalem church, �t may be fa�rly
presumed that the Leraysv�lle Phalanx w�ll be owned mostly by
members of that rel�g�ous connect�on; although other persons
des�rous of l�v�ng �n char�ty w�th the�r ne�ghbors, w�ll by no means be
excluded, but on the contrary be freely adm�tted to the common
pr�v�leges of membersh�p.

"We are very much pleased w�th th�s l�ttle Phalanx, wh�ch �s just
start�ng �nto ex�stence. Rev. Dr. Beld�ng, the clergyman at the head
of �t, �s a man of sound judgment, great pract�cal energy, and clear
v�ews—not merely a theolog�an, talk�ng only of abstract fa�th and
future salvat�on. He knows that 'work �s worsh�p;' that order,
economy and just�ce must ex�st on earth �n the pract�cal affa�rs of
men, as they do wherever God's laws are carr�ed out; and that �f



men would pray �n deed, as they do �n word, those pr�nc�ples would
soon be real�zed �n th�s world.

"He enjoys the conf�dence of the people around h�m, and un�tes
w�th them pract�cally �n the enterpr�se, sett�ng an example by putt�ng
�n h�s own land and other property, and do�ng h�s share of the
LABOR."

[From the Phalanx March 1, 1844.]
"We learn that th�s Assoc�at�on �s proceed�ng w�th �ts organ�zat�on

under favorable ausp�ces. The most �nterest�ng pract�cal step that
has been taken �s, throw�ng down the d�v�s�on fences of the farms
wh�ch have been un�ted to form the doma�n. How s�gn�f�cant a fact �s
th�s! The barr�cades of self�shness and �solat�on are overthrown!

"Bur�ed deep �n the mounta�ns of Pennsylvan�a, �n a secluded, and
as �s sa�d, beaut�ful valley, some honest farmers are l�v�ng on the�r
separate farms. In general they are thr�fty; but they feel sens�bly
many ev�ls and d�sadvantages to wh�ch they are subjected. The
doctr�nes of Assoc�at�on reach them, and as �ntell�gent, s�ncere
m�nded men, they come together and d�scuss the�r mer�ts. They are
sat�sf�ed of the�r truth, and that they can l�ve together as brethren
w�th un�ted �nterests, far better than they can separated, under the
old system of d�v�ded and confl�ct�ng �nterests. They resolve to carry
out the�r conv�ct�ons, and to form an Assoc�at�on. Now how �s th�s to
be done? S�mply by un�t�ng the�r farms, and form�ng of them one
doma�n. They do not sacr�f�ce any �nterest �n the�r property; the
tenure of �t only �s changed. Instead of own�ng the acres themselves,
they own the shares of stock wh�ch represent the acres, and the
�nd�v�dual and collect�ve �nterests are at once un�ted. They are now
jo�nt-partners �n a noble doma�n, and the �nterest of each �s the
�nterest of all, and the �nterest of all the �nterest of each. From un�ty
of �nterests at once spr�ngs un�ty of feel�ng and un�ty of des�gn; and
the f�rst s�gn �s a destruct�ve one; they throw down the old land-
marks of d�v�s�on. The next w�ll be construct�ve; they w�ll bu�ld them a
large and comfortable ed�f�ce �n wh�ch they can res�de �n true soc�al
relat�ons.



"Now what do we gather from th�s? Pla�nly that the soc�al
transformat�on from �solat�on to Assoc�at�on, �s a s�mple and easy
th�ng, a peaceful and a pract�cal th�ng, wh�ch ne�ther v�olates any
r�ght nor d�sturbs any order.

"We understand that as soon as the spr�ng opens, the Leraysv�lle
Phalanx �s to be jo�ned by a number of enterpr�s�ng men and sk�llful
mechan�cs from th�s c�ty and other places."

[From the Phalanx, Apr�l 1, 1844.]
"The cash resources of the Phalanx, �n add�t�on to �ts local trade,

w�ll cons�st of sales of cattle, horses, boots, shoes, saddles and
harness, woolen goods, hats, books of �ts own manufacture, paper,
umbrellas, stock�ngs, gloves, cloth�ng, cab�net-wares, p�ano fortes,
t�n-ware, nursery-trees, carr�ages, bedsteads, cha�rs, o�l-pa�nt�ngs
and other product�ons of sk�ll and art, together w�th the rece�pts from
pup�ls �n the schools and boarders from abroad, res�d�ng on the
doma�n.

"It need not be concealed that the �ntent�on of the founders of the
Leraysv�lle Assoc�at�on, �s to keep up, �f poss�ble, a preva�l�ng New
Church �nfluence �n the Phalanx, �n order that �ts schools may be
conducted cons�stently w�th the v�ews of that rel�g�ous connect�on."

S������ B����, General Agent.
13 Park Place, New York.

[From the Phalanx, September 7, 1844.]
"We have rece�ved a paper conta�n�ng an orat�on del�vered on the

Fourth of July, by Dr. Solyman Brown, late of th�s c�ty, at the
Leraysv�lle Phalanx, wh�ch �nst�tut�on he has jo�ned."

So far the Phalanx carr�es us pleasantly; but here �t leaves us.
Macdonald tells the unpleasant part of the story thus:



"There were about forty men, women and ch�ldren �n the
Assoc�at�on. Among them were seven farmers, two or three
carpenters, one cab�net maker, two or three shoemakers, one
cooper, one lawyer, and several doctors of phys�c and d�v�n�ty,
together w�th some young men who made themselves generally
useful. The major�ty of the members were Swedenborg�ans, and Dr.
Beld�ng was the�r preacher.

"The land (about three hundred acres) and other property
belonged to Dr. Beld�ng, h�s sons, h�s brother, and other relat�ves. It
was held as stock, at a valuat�on made by the owners.

"In add�t�on to the fam�l�es who were thus related, and who owned
the property, �nd�v�duals from d�stant places were �nduced to go
there; but for these outs�ders the accommodat�ons were not very
good. Each of the seven persons own�ng the land had comfortable
homesteads on wh�ch they l�ved, the est�mated value of wh�ch gave
them controll�ng power and �nfluence. But the assoc�ates from a
d�stance (some even from the State of Ma�ne) were compelled to
board w�th Dr. Beld�ng and others, unt�l the assoc�at�ve bu�ld�ngs
could be constructed—wh�ch �n fact was never done. No doubt these
�nv�d�ous arrangements produced d�sagreements, wh�ch led to a
speedy d�ssolut�on. The outs�ders very soon became d�scontented
w�th the management, conce�v�ng that those who held the most
stock, �.e., the or�g�nal owners of the so�l, after rece�v�ng a�d from
w�thout, endeavored so to rule as to turn all to the�r own advantage.

"The c�rcumstances of the property owners were �mproved by what
was done on the place; but the assoc�ates from a d�stance, whose
money and labor were expended �n cult�vat�ng the land and �n
rear�ng new bu�ld�ngs, were not so fortunate. The�r money speed�ly
van�shed, and the�r labor was not remunerated. The land and the
bu�ld�ngs rema�ned, and the owners enjoyed the �mprovements. The
whole affa�r came to an end �n about e�ght months."

We hope the reader w�ll not fa�l to not�ce how powerfully the land-
man�a raged among these Assoc�at�ons. Let us recap�tulate. The



Pennsylvan�a Assoc�at�ons, �nclud�ng the Sylvan�a, are cred�ted w�th
real estate as follows:

 Acres.
The Sylvan�a
Assoc�at�on
had

2,394

The Peace
Un�on
Settlement
had

10,000

The McKean
Co.
Assoc�at�on
had

30,000

The Soc�al
Reform Un�ty
had

2,000

The Goose-
Pond
Commun�ty
had

2,000

The
Leraysv�lle
Phalanx had

1,500

The One-
Ment�an
Commun�ty
had

800

Total for the
seven
Assoc�at�ons

48,694

It �s to be observed that Northern Pennsylvan�a, where all these
Assoc�at�ons were located, �s a parad�se of cheap lands. Three great
cha�ns of mounta�ns and not less than e�ght h�gh r�dges run through
the State, and spread themselves abroad �n th�s w�ld reg�on. Any one



who has passed over the Er�e ra�lroad can judge of the s�tuat�on. It �s
ev�dent from the descr�pt�on of the so�l of the above doma�ns, as well
as from the pr�ces pa�d for them, that they were, almost w�thout
except�on, mounta�n deserts, cold, rocky and remote from the world
of bus�ness. The Sylvan�a doma�n �n P�ke County, was elevated
1,500 feet above the Hudson r�ver. Its so�l was "yellow loam," that
would barely support stunted p�nes and scrub-oaks; pr�ce, four
dollars per acre. Smoln�kar's Peace Un�on Settlement was on the
r�dges of Warren County, a very w�ld reg�on. The Rev. George G�nal's
30,000 acres were among the mounta�ns of McKean County, wh�ch
adjo�ns Warren, and �s st�ll w�lder. The Soc�al Reform Un�ty was
located �n P�ke County, near the s�te of the Sylvan�a. Its doma�n was
th�ckly covered w�th stones and boulders; pr�ce, one dollar and a
quarter per acre. The Goose Pond Commun�ty succeeded to th�s
doma�n of the Soc�al Reform Un�ty, w�th �ts stones and boulders. The
Leraysv�lle Assoc�at�on appears to have occup�ed some respectable
land; but the Phalanx speaks of �t as "deep bur�ed �n the mounta�ns
of Pennsylvan�a." The One-Ment�an Commun�ty, l�ke the Sylvan�a,
selected �ts doma�n wh�le covered w�th snow; the so�l �s descr�bed as
w�ld, cold, rocky and barren; pr�ce, f�ve hundred dollars for seven or
e�ght hundred acres, or about s�xty-f�ve cents per acre.

Such were the doma�ns on wh�ch the Four�er enthus�asm vented
�tself. An �llus�on, l�ke the m�rages of the desert, seems to have
preva�led among the Soc�al�sts, cheat�ng the hungry mechan�cs of
the c�t�es w�th the fancy, that, �f they could comb�ne and obta�n vast
tracts of land, no matter where or how poor, the�r fortunes were
made. Whereas �t �s well known to the w�se that the more of
worthless land a man has the poorer he �s, �f he pays taxes on �t, or
pays any attent�on to �t; and that agr�culture anyhow �s a long and
very uncerta�n road to wealth.

We can not but th�nk that Four�er �s ma�nly respons�ble for th�s
m�rage. He �s always talk�ng �n grand style about vast doma�ns—
three m�les square, we bel�eve, was h�s standard—and h�s
�llustrat�ons of attract�ve �ndustry are generally del�c�ous p�ctures of
fru�t-ra�s�ng and romant�c agr�culture. He had no scruple �n ass�gn�ng
a ser�es of twelve groups of amateur laborers to ra�s�ng twelve



var�et�es of the Bergamot pear! And h�s staunch d�sc�ples are always
full of these charm�ng �mpract�cable rural�t�es.

CHAPTER XXII.

THE VOLCANIC DISTRICT.ToC

Western New York was the reg�on that responded most v�gorously
to the gospel of Four�er�sm, procla�med by Br�sbane, Greeley,
Godw�n and the Brook Farmers.

Tak�ng Rochester for a center, and a l�ne of f�fty m�les for rad�us,
we str�ke a c�rcle that �ncludes the b�rth-places of nearly all the
wonderful exc�tements of the last forty years. At Palmyra, �n Wayne
County, twenty-f�ve m�les east of Rochester, Joseph Sm�th �n 1823
was v�s�ted by the Angel Moron�, and �nstructed about the golden
plates from wh�ch the book of Mormon was cop�ed; and there he
began the gather�ng wh�ch grew to be a nat�on and settled Utah.
Batav�a, about th�rty m�les west of Rochester, was the scene of
Morgan's abduct�on �n 1820; wh�ch event started the great Ant�-
Mason�c exc�tement, that spread through the country and changed
the pol�t�cs of the nat�on. At Acad�a, �n Wayne County, adjo�n�ng
Palmyra, the Fox fam�ly f�rst heard the myster�ous no�ses wh�ch were
afterward known as the "Rochester rapp�ngs," and were the
beg�nn�ng of the m�racles of modern Sp�r�tual�sm. The Rochester
reg�on has also been famous for �ts Rev�vals, and borders on what
Hepworth D�xon has celebrated as the "Burnt D�str�ct."



In th�s same remarkable reg�on around Rochester, occurred the
greatest Four�er exc�tement �n Amer�ca. T.C. Leland, wr�t�ng from that
c�ty �n Apr�l 1844, thus descr�bed the enthus�asm: "I attended the
soc�al�st�c Convent�on at Batav�a. The turn-out was aston�sh�ng.
Nearly every town �n Genesee County was well represented. Many
came from f�ve to twelve m�les on foot. Indeed all western New York
�s �n a deep, a shak�ng ag�tat�on on th�s subject. N�ne Assoc�at�ons
are now contemplated w�th�n f�fty m�les of th�s c�ty. From the
aston�sh�ng rush of appl�cat�ons for membersh�p �n these
Assoc�at�ons, I have no hes�tat�on �n say�ng that twenty thousand
persons, west of the long�tude of Rochester �n th�s State, �s a low
est�mate of those who are now ready and w�ll�ng, nay anx�ous, to
take the�r place �n assoc�at�ve un�ty."

Mr. Br�sbane traveled and lectured �n th�s exc�ted reg�on a few
months before Mr. Leland wrote the above. The follow�ng �s h�s
report to the Phalanx:

"It w�ll no doubt be grat�fy�ng to those who take an �nterest �n the
great �dea of a Soc�al Reform, to learn that �t �s spread�ng very
generally through the State of New York. I have v�s�ted lately the
central and western parts of the State, and have been surpr�sed to
see that the pr�nc�ples of a reform, based upon Assoc�at�on and un�ty
of �nterests, have found the�r way �nto almost every part of the
country, and the farmers are beg�nn�ng to see the truth and
greatness of a system of d�gn�f�ed and attract�ve �ndustry, and the
advantages of Assoc�at�on, such as �ts economy, �ts super�or means
of educat�on, and the guaranty �t offers aga�nst the �nd�rect and
legal�zed spol�at�on by those �ntermed�ate classes who now l�ve upon
the�r labor.

"The conv�ct�on that Assoc�at�on w�ll real�ze Chr�st�an�ty pract�cally
upon earth, wh�ch never can be done �n the present system of
soc�ety, w�th �ts �njust�ce, frauds, d�strust, and the confl�ct and
oppos�t�on of all �nterests, �s tak�ng hold of many m�nds and attract�ng
them strongly to �t. There �s a very earnest des�re on the part of a
great number of s�ncere m�nds to see that dupl�c�ty wh�ch now ex�sts
between theory and pract�ce �n the rel�g�ous world, done away w�th;



and where th�s des�re �s accompan�ed w�th �ntell�gence, Assoc�at�on
�s pla�nly seen to be the means. It �s beg�nn�ng to be perce�ved that a
great soc�al reformat�on must take place, and a new soc�al order be
establ�shed, before Chr�st�an�ty can descend upon earth w�th �ts love,
�ts peace, �ts brotherhood and char�ty. The noble doctr�ne
propounded by Four�er, �s ga�n�ng valuable d�sc�ples among th�s
class of persons.

"I lectured at Ut�ca, Syracuse, Seneca Falls, and Rochester, and
although the weather was very unfavorable, the aud�ences were
large. At Rochester I attended a convent�on of the fr�ends of
Assoc�at�on, �nterested �n the establ�shment of the Ontar�o Phalanx.
Men of �ntell�gence, energy and strong conv�ct�ons, are at the head
of th�s enterpr�se, and �t w�ll probably soon be carr�ed �nto operat�on.
A very heavy subscr�pt�on to the stock can be obta�ned �n Rochester
and the v�c�n�ty, �n product�ve farms and c�ty real estate, for the
purpose of organ�z�ng th�s Assoc�at�on; but, ow�ng to the scarc�ty of
money, �t �s d�ff�cult to obta�n the cash cap�tal requ�s�te to commence
operat�ons. From the perseverance and determ�nat�on of the men at
the head of the undertak�ng, �t �s presumed, however, that th�s
d�ff�culty w�ll be overcome. Those persons �n the western part of the
State of New York, who w�sh to enter an Assoc�at�on, can not be too
strongly recommended to un�te w�th the Ontar�o Phalanx.

"It �s very adv�sable that the fr�ends of the cause should not start
small Assoc�at�ons. If they are commenced w�th �nadequate means,
and w�thout men who know how to organ�ze them, they may result �n
fa�lures, wh�ch w�ll cast reproach upon the pr�nc�ples. The Amer�can
people are so �mpelled to real�ze �n pract�ce any �dea wh�ch str�kes
them as true and advantageous, that �t w�ll of course be useless to
preach moderat�on �n organ�z�ng Assoc�at�ons; st�ll I would urgently
recommend to �nd�v�duals, for the�r own �nterest, to avo�d small and
fragmental undertak�ngs, and un�te w�th the largest one �n the�r
sect�on of the country.

"Four gentlemen from Rochester and �ts v�c�n�ty w�ll be engaged
th�s w�nter �n propagat�ng the pr�nc�ples of Assoc�at�on by lectures
etc., �n western New York. At Rochester they have commenced the
publ�cat�on of tracts upon Assoc�at�on, wh�ch we trust w�ll be



extens�vely c�rculated. That c�ty �s becom�ng an �mportant center of
propagat�on, and w�ll, we bel�eve, exerc�se a very great �nfluence, as
�t �s s�tuated �n a flour�sh�ng reg�on of country, �nhab�ted by a very
�ntell�gent populat�on.

"It must be deeply grat�fy�ng to the fr�ends of Assoc�at�on to see
the unexampled rap�d�ty w�th wh�ch our pr�nc�ples are spread�ng
throughout th�s vast country. Would �t not seem that th�s very general
response to, and acceptance of, an ent�rely new and rad�cally
reform�ng doctr�ne by �ntell�gent and pract�cal men, prove that there
�s someth�ng �n �t harmon�z�ng perfectly w�th the �deas of truth,
just�ce, economy and order, and those h�gher sent�ments �mplanted
�n the soul of man, wh�ch, although so smothered at present, are
awakened when the correspondences �n doctr�ne or pract�ce are
presented to them clearly and understand�ngly?

"The name of Four�er �s now heard from the Atlant�c to the
M�ss�ss�pp�; from the remotest parts of W�scons�n and Lou�s�ana
respons�ve echoes reach us, herald�ng the spread of the great
pr�nc�ples of un�versal Assoc�at�on; and th�s �mportant work has been
accompl�shed �n a few years, and ma�nly w�th�n two years, s�nce
Horace Greeley, Esq., the ed�tor of the Tr�bune, w�th unprecedented
courage and l�beral�ty, opened the columns of h�s w�dely-c�rculated
journal to a fa�r expos�t�on of th�s subject. What w�ll the next ten
years br�ng forth?"

Mr. John Gre�g of Rochester, a part�c�pator �n th�s soc�al�st�c
exc�tement and �n the exper�ments that went w�th �t, contr�buted the
follow�ng sketch of �ts beg�nn�ngs to Macdonald's collect�on of
manuscr�pts:

"We �n western New York rece�ved an account of the v�ews and
d�scover�es of (the to-be-�llustr�ous) Four�er, through the wr�t�ngs of
Br�sbane, Greeley, Godw�n and the earnest lectures of T.C. Leland.
Those �deas fell upon w�ll�ng ears and hearts then (1843), and
thousands flocked from all quarters to hear, bel�eve, and part�c�pate
�n the f�rst movement.



"Th�s exc�tement gathered �tself �nto a settled purpose at a
convent�on held �n Rochester �n August 1843, wh�ch was attended by
several hundred delegates from the c�ty and ne�ghbor�ng towns and
v�llages. A great deal of d�scuss�on ensued as a matter of course,
and some l�ttle amount of bus�ness was done. The nucleus of a
soc�ety was formed, and comm�ttees for several purposes were
appo�nted to s�t �n permanence, and call together future convent�ons
for further d�scuss�ons.

"I was one of the V�ce Pres�dents of that convent�on, and took a
dec�ded �nterest �n the whole movement. As there ex�sted from the
very beg�nn�ng of the d�scuss�ons some d�vers�ty of op�n�on on
several po�nts of doctr�ne and exped�ency, there arose at least four
d�fferent Assoc�at�ons out of the const�tuents of sa�d convent�on.
Those who were most determ�ned to follow as near the letter of
Four�er as poss�ble, were led off ch�efly by Dr. Theller (of 'Canad�an
Patr�ot' notor�ety), Thomas Pond (a Quaker), Samuel Porter of Holly,
and several others of less note, �nclud�ng the wr�ter hereof. They
located at Clarkson, �n Monroe County. The other branches
establ�shed themselves at Sodus Bay �n Wayne County, at Hopewell
near Cananda�gua �n Ontar�o County, at North Bloomf�eld �n Ontar�o
County, and at M�xv�lle �n Alleghany County."

The Assoc�at�ons that thus rad�ated from Rochester, hold a place
of pecul�ar �nterest �n the h�story of the Four�er movement, from the
fact that they made the f�rst, and, we bel�eve, the only pract�cal
attempt, to organ�ze a Confederat�on of Assoc�at�ons. The Nat�onal
Convent�on, as we have seen, recommended general Confederat�on;
and �ts execut�ve comm�ttee afterward, through Parke Godw�n, made
suggest�ons �n the Phalanx tend�ng �n the same d�rect�on. The
movement, however, came to noth�ng, and at the subsequent
Nat�onal Convent�on �n October, was formally abandoned. But the
Rochester group of Assoc�at�ons, attracted together by the�r common
or�g�n, actually formed a league, called the "Amer�can Industr�al
Un�on," and a Counc�l of the�r delegates held a sess�on of two days
at the doma�n of the North Bloomf�eld Assoc�at�on, commenc�ng on
the 15th of May, 1844. The Phalanx has an �nterest�ng report of the



do�ngs of th�s Confederate Counc�l, from wh�ch we g�ve below a
l�beral extract, show�ng how heart�ly these western New Yorkers
abandoned themselves to the sp�r�t of genu�ne Four�er�sm:

FROM THE REPORT OF THE SESSION OF THE INDUSTRIAL
UNION.

"Resolved, That �t be recommended to the several �nst�tut�ons
compos�ng th�s Confederacy to adopt, as far as poss�ble, the
pract�ce of mutual exchanges between each other; and that they
should �mmed�ately take such measures as w�ll enable them to
become the commerc�al agents of the produc�ng classes �n the
sect�ons of the country where the Assoc�at�ons are respect�vely
located.

Class�f�cat�on of Industry.
"Resolved, That �n the op�n�on of the counc�l, the f�rst step towards

organ�zat�on should be an arrangement of the d�fferent branches of
agr�cultural, mechan�cal and domest�c work, �n the classes of
necess�ty, usefulness and attract�veness. The exact category �n
wh�ch an occupat�on shall be placed, w�ll be �nfluenced more or less
by local c�rcumstances, and �s, at best, somewhat conjectural. It w�ll
be �nd�cated, however, w�th certa�nty, by observat�on and exper�ence.
In the meant�me, the counc�l take the l�berty to express an op�n�on,
that to the

Class of Necess�ty.
belong, among others, the follow�ng, v�z.: d�tch�ng, masonry, work

�n woolen and cotton factor�es, quarry�ng stone, br�ckmak�ng, burn�ng
l�me and coal, gett�ng out manure, bak�ng, wash�ng, �ron�ng, cook�ng,
tann�ng and curr�er bus�ness, n�ght-saw�ng and other n�ght work,
blacksm�th�ng, care of ch�ldren and the s�ck, care of da�ry, flour�ng,
haul�ng se�ne, cast�ng, chopp�ng wood, and cutt�ng t�mber.

Class of Usefulness.
"All mechan�cal trades not ment�oned �n the class of necess�ty;

agr�culture, school-teach�ng, book-keep�ng, t�me of d�rectors wh�le �n
sess�on, other off�cers act�ng �n an off�c�al capac�ty, eng�neer�ng,



survey�ng and mapp�ng, store-keep�ng, garden�ng, rear�ng s�lk-
worms, care of stock, hort�culture, teach�ng mus�c, housekeepers
(not cooks), team�ng.

Class of Attract�veness.
"Cult�vat�on of flowers, cult�vat�on of fru�t, portra�t-and landscape-

pa�nt�ng, v�ne-dress�ng, poultry-keep�ng, care of bees, embell�sh�ng
publ�c grounds.

Groups and Ser�es.
"The Counc�l recommend to the d�fferent Assoc�at�ons the

follow�ng plan for the organ�zat�on of groups and ser�es, v�z.:
"1. Ascerta�n, for example, the whole number of members who w�ll

attach themselves to, or at any t�me take part �n, the agr�cultural l�ne.
From th�s number, organ�ze as many groups as the bus�ness of the
l�ne w�ll adm�t.

"2. We recommend the numbers 30, 24, 18, as the max�mum rank
of the classes of necess�ty, usefulness and attract�veness.

"The ser�es should then be numbered �n the order �n wh�ch they
are formed, and the groups �n the same manner, beg�nn�ng 1, 2, 3,
&c., for each ser�es.

"Mechan�cal ser�es can be organ�zed, embrac�ng all the d�fferent
trades employed by the Assoc�at�on, �n the same manner; and �f the
groups can not be f�lled up at once w�th adults, we would
recommend to the �nst�tut�ons to f�ll them suff�c�ently for the purpose
of organ�zat�on, w�th apprent�ces.

"Each group should have a foreman, whose bus�ness �t should be
to keep correct accounts of t�me, super�ntend and d�rect the
performance of work, and ma�nta�n an overs�ght of work�ng-dresses,
etc.

"There should be one �nd�v�dual elected as super�ntendent of the
ser�es, whose bus�ness �t should be to confer w�th the farm�ng
comm�ttee of the board, and �nform the d�fferent foremen of groups,
of the work to be done, and �nspect the same afterwards.



"The counc�l �s thoroughly sat�sf�ed that all the labor of an
Assoc�at�on should be performed by groups and ser�es, and although
the comb�ned order can not be fully establ�shed at once, the
adopt�on of th�s arrangement w�ll avo�d �ncoherence, and be
calculated to �mpress on each member a sense of h�s personal
respons�b�l�ty.

T�me and Rank.
"The t�me, rank and occupat�on should be noted da�ly, and oftener,

�f a change of employment �s made. The sum of the products of the
da�ly t�me of each �nd�v�dual, as mult�pl�ed by h�s da�ly rank, should
be carr�ed to the t�me-ledger, weekly or monthly, to h�s or her cred�t.
Each of the several amounts, whether performed �n the classes of
necess�ty, usefulness, or attract�veness, w�ll thus be made to bear an
equal proport�on to the value of the serv�ces rendered.

A.M. W�����, Pres�dent.
E.A. S�������, Secretary."

The reader may be cur�ous to see how these �nstruct�ons were
carr�ed out �n actual account-keep�ng. Fortunately the Phalanx
furn�shes a spec�men of what, we suppose, may be called,
unm�t�gated Four�er�sm.

"The follow�ng tables," says a subsequent report, "exh�b�t the
mode of keep�ng the account of a group at the Clarkson doma�n. The
total number of hours that each �nd�v�dual has been employed dur�ng
the week, �s mult�pl�ed by the degree �n the scale of rank, wh�ch
g�ves an equat�on of rank and t�me of the whole group. At Clarkson,
for every thousand of the quot�ent, each member �s allowed to draw
on h�s account for necessar�es, to the value of seventy-f�ve cents:

SERIES OF TAILORESSES—GROUP NO. I.
Max�mum Rank 25.



1844
Rank  Mo. Tue. We. Thu. Fr�. Sat. Total

hours
Hours

&
rank.

20 M.
Weed, 6 10 3 — — 5 24 480

25 J.
Peabody, 10 10 10 12 10 10 62 1550

20 S. Clark, 10 10 10 10 8 — 48 960
25 E. Clark, 2 10 10 S�ck — — 22 550
18 H. Lee, 6 4 10 6 4 4 34 612

15 J.
Folsom, 3 3 2 6 5 3 22 330

12 El�za
Mann, 4 4 2 2 6 4 22 264

The above �s a true account of the t�me and rank of the whole
group, work�ng under my d�rect�on for the past week.

J���� P������. Foreman.
Entered on the books of the Assoc�at�on, by

W�. S�����, Clerk.
Clarkson Doma�n, July 6, 1844.

SERIES OF WORKERS IN WOOD—GROUP NO II.
Max�mum Rank 30.

1844
Rank  Mo. Tue. We. Thu. Fr�. Sat. Total

hours
Hours

&
rank.

24 Chas.
Odell, 10 9 10 10 8 9 56 1344

30 John
Allen, 10 10 2 6 10 8 46 1380

20 Jas. S�ck — — — — 3 3 120



Sm�th,

30 Wm.
Allen, 10 12 10 10 10 10 62 1860

30 Jas.
Gr�ff�th, 10 10 10 10 10 10 60 1800

The above �s a true account of the t�me and rank of the whole
group, work�ng under my d�rect�on for the past week.

J���� G�������, Foreman.
Entered on the books of the Assoc�at�on, by

W�. S�����, Clerk.
Clarkson Doma�n, July 6, 1844."
For the sake of keep�ng �n v�ew the var�ous rel�g�ous �nfluences

that entered �nto the Four�er movement, �t �s worth not�ng here that
Edw�n A. St�llman, the Secretary of the Un�on, was one of the early
Perfect�on�sts; �nt�mately assoc�ated w�th the wr�ter of th�s h�story at
New Haven �n 1835. We judge from the frequent occurrence of h�s
off�c�al reports �n the Phalanx and Harb�nger, that he was the work�ng
center of the soc�al�st rev�val at Rochester, and of the �nc�p�ent
confederacy of Assoc�at�ons that �ssued therefrom. In l�ke manner
James Boyle, another New Haven Perfect�on�st, was a very busy
wr�ter and lecturer among the Soc�al�sts of New England �n the
exc�tements 1842-3, and was a member of the Northampton
Commun�ty.

CHAPTER XXIII.



THE CLARKSON PHALANX.ToC

Th�s Assoc�at�on appears to have been the f�rst and most
�mportant of the Confederated Phalanxes. Mr. John Gre�g (before
referred to) �s �ts h�stor�an, whose account we here present w�th few
alterat�ons:

"Our Assoc�at�on commenced at Clarkson on the shore of Lake
Ontar�o, �n the county of Monroe, about th�rty m�les from Rochester,
�n February 1844. We adopted a const�tut�on and bye-laws, but I am
sorry to say that I have not a copy of them. The reason why no
cop�es have been preserved �s, that after a year's exper�ence �n the
assoc�at�ve l�fe, we all became so w�se (or smart, as the phrase �s),
that we thought we could make much better const�tut�ons, and
ceased to value the old ones.

"We had no property qual�f�cat�ons. All male and female members
over e�ghteen years of age were voters upon all �mportant matters,
except�ng the �nvestment and outlay of cap�tal. No rel�g�ous or
pol�t�cal tests were requ�red. The ch�ef pr�nc�ple upon wh�ch we
endeavored to found our Assoc�at�on, was to establ�sh just�ce and
judgment �n our l�ttle earth at Clarkson doma�n, and as much further
as poss�ble.

"Our means were ample; but, as �t proved, unava�lable. The
beg�nn�ng and end�ng of our troubles was th�s—and let all readers
cons�der �t—we were w�thout the pale and protect�on of law, for want
of �ncorporat�on. Consequently we could do no bus�ness, could not
buy or sell land or other property, could not sue or be sued, could
ne�ther make ourselves respons�ble, nor compel others to become
so; and as a major�ty of us were never able to adopt the dreamy
abstract�ons of non-res�stance and no-law, we were unable to l�ve
and prosper �n that k�ngdom of smoke 'above the world.'

"The members, �n d�fferent proport�ons, had placed �n the hands of
trustees, after the manner of rel�g�ous soc�et�es �n th�s State, n�nety-
f�ve thousand dollars worth of cho�ce landed property, to be sold,



turned �nto cash, and �nvested �n Clarkson doma�n. We purchased of
a Mr. R�chmond Church and others, over two thousand acres of f�rst-
rate land, all on trust, except�ng twenty acres bought for cash. The
r�se �n value of our large purchase s�nce our d�spers�on, has
exceeded f�fty thousand dollars. We probably took on to the doma�n
some ten thousand dollars worth of goods and chattels.

"Our property was not cons�dered common stock; we only
recogn�zed a common cause. Our agreement gave cap�tal to labor
for less than half of the world's present �nterest, and gave to labor �ts
full reward, accord�ng to mer�t, that �s, sk�ll, strength, and t�me;
establ�sh�ng 'Do as you would be done by' f�rst; and attend�ng to the
quest�ons of brotherhood afterward, such as home for l�fe, respect,
comfort, and all needful or des�rable th�ngs to the old, the �nfant, the
d�sabled, etc. Th�s was the extent of our Commun�sm. Our company
stock was d�v�ded �nto twenty-f�ve dollar shares. About one-th�rd of
the members owned none at all at f�rst, although the�r r�ghts were
cons�dered equal; and that po�nt, be �t sa�d to the glory of the
doma�n, was never mooted and scarcely ment�oned.

"We commenced our new l�fe at Clarkson �n March, Apr�l and May,
1844; bu�ld�ng our temporary, and enlarg�ng our establ�shed, houses,
and beg�nn�ng to marshal our forces of to�l. In Apr�l we 'numbered
Israel,' and found we were four hundred and twenty souls, as happy
and joyous a fam�ly as ever thronged to an Independence d�nner. If,
�n our f�scal affa�rs we were not Commun�sts, �n our moral and soc�al
feel�ngs we were a house not d�v�ded aga�nst �tself.

"In relat�on to educat�on, natural �ntell�gence, and moral�ty, I
cand�dly th�nk we were a l�ttle above the average of common c�t�zens
at large �n the State, and no more. Trades and occupat�ons were
mult�form. Our doctor and m�n�ster were academ�cal scholars merely.
We had one r�pe merchant (a great rogue, too), some f�rst-rate
mechan�cs of all the substant�al trades, and a noble lot of common
farmers.

"As for rel�g�on, we had seventy-four pray�ng Chr�st�ans, �nclud�ng
all the sects �n Amer�ca, except�ng M�ller�tes and Mormons. We had
one Cathol�c fam�ly (Dr. Theller's), one Presbyter�an clergyman, and



one Un�versal�st. One of our f�rst trustees was a Quaker. We had one
Athe�st, several De�sts, and �n short a general assortment; but of
Noth�ngar�ans, none; for be�ng free for the f�rst t�me �n our l�ves, we
spoke out, one and all, and found that every body d�d bel�eve
someth�ng. All the gospels were preached �n harmony and good
fellowsh�p. We early got up a comm�ttee on preach�ng the gospel,
plac�ng one of each known denom�nat�on upon sa�d comm�ttee,
�nclud�ng a De�st, who be�ng a l�beral soul, and no b�got �n h�s
�nf�del�ty, was chosen cha�rman on the gospel; and allow h�m
modestly to say, he d�d acqu�t h�mself to the ent�re sat�sfact�on of h�s
more fortunate brethren �n the fa�th. One word about our Athe�st—
our poor unfortunate Athe�st; he was beloved by every soul on the
doma�n, and was an �nt�mate fr�end of our orthodox m�n�ster. We had
no d�ff�cult�es on the score of rel�g�on, and had we rema�ned, we
should have been nearer to love to God and love to man, than we
are now, scattered as we are, broadcast over the cont�nent. For
membersh�p, we requ�red a decent character—no more. No oaths
nor f�nes were requ�red. Honorable pledges were g�ven and
generally kept.

"Our doma�n was located at the mouth of Sandy Creek, on Lake
Ontar�o. It was a sl�ghtly roll�ng pla�n, and the best so�l �n the world.
On account of so much water (Lake, Bay and Creek), �t was rather
unhealthy, but would �mprove �n t�me by cult�vat�on. We had one
good flour-m�ll, two saw-m�lls, one mach�ne-shop, some good farm
bu�ld�ngs and barns, and about half a m�le �n length of temporary
rows of board bu�ld�ngs; a dry goods store for a port�on of the t�me,
and over 400 acres of land, under fa�r cult�vat�on. At one per�od of
our career, we had about four hundred sheep, forty cows, twenty-f�ve
span of horses, twelve yoke of oxen, sw�ne, gu�nea fowls, barn fowls,
geese, ducks, bees, etc., etc., �n great abundance. We cult�vated
several acres of vegetable garden, reaped one hundred acres of
wheat, and had corn, potatoes, peas, etc., to a large amount—I
should th�nk seventy-f�ve acres. We had abundance of pasture, and
must have cut two hundred tons of hay. Of w�ld berr�es there must
have been gathered hundreds of bushels.



"Our regularly elected off�cers managed the rece�pts and
expend�tures; and they were, I bel�eve, honestly managed up to a
certa�n t�me.

"The four hundred and twenty members kept together unt�l the
autumn of the f�rst year, and then were forced to break up and d�v�de
property, hav�ng but l�ttle to susta�n themselves, because our cap�tal
was wrongfully t�ed up, �n the hands of trustees: th�s course hav�ng
been pursued by adv�ce of certa�n great lawyers, who, when our
legal troubles commenced, appeared �n the courts aga�nst us. No
purchasers could be found to buy the lands �n the hands of the
trustees; so we had come to a dead lock, and were obl�ged to break
up or down, as the fact may be est�mated. The assoc�ates d�d not
d�sagree at all save �n one th�ng, and that was, as to these bad
property arrangements, wh�ch compelled them to break up. They
sta�d or went by lots cast. Two hundred persons sta�d on the doma�n
some four months longer, and then, the hope of a legal foundat�on
hav�ng ent�rely d�ed out, the whole matter was necessar�ly thrown
�nto the court of Chancery, and the lawyers, as usual, took the ava�ls
of the hard earn�ngs of the d�sappo�nted members.

"The regularly organ�zed Assoc�at�on kept together nearly one
year. A remnant of the band rema�ned after the court of chancery
had adjudged a transfer of the estate back �nto the hands of the
or�g�nal owners. That remnant tr�ed every l�ttle scheme and new
contr�vance that �mag�nat�on could dev�se (except Four�er�sm), to
st�ck together �n a jo�nt-stock capac�ty for a year longer or so, and
then broke and ran all over the world, procla�m�ng Four�er�sm a
fa�lure. The Heavens may fall, and Four�er's �ndustr�al sc�ence may
fa�l; but �t must be tr�ed f�rst; t�ll then �t can not fa�l.

"In short the reason why the attempt at Clarkson fa�led, and the
only reason, was, that the founders m�ssed the entrance door, v�z., a
legal foundat�on; by wh�ch they would have made fr�ends w�th the old
world, and begun the new �n a construct�ve way, obta�n�ng the r�ght
men and plenty of the 'mammon of unr�ghteousness.' They should
have got �ncorporated under a general law l�ke our manufactur�ng
law, and obta�ned a su�table doma�n of at least 5760 acres of land or
three m�les square, and should have bu�lt and furn�shed a suff�c�ent



port�on of a phalanstery to accommodate at least 400 persons, at the
outset of organ�zat�on. I boldly pronounce all part�al attempts, short
of such a beg�nn�ng, a waste, and worse than a waste, of t�me and
bra�n, blood and muscle, soul and body.

J��� G����."

A wr�ter �n the Phalanx (July 1844), v�ew�ng th�ngs from a
standpo�nt a l�ttle further off than Mr. Gre�g's, gave the follow�ng more
probable account of the Clarkson fa�lure:

"The or�g�nal founders of th�s Assoc�at�on, no doubt actuated by
good mot�ves, but lack�ng d�scret�on, held out such a br�ll�ant
prospect of comfort and pleasure �n the very �nfancy of the
movement, that hundreds, w�thout any correct apprec�at�on of the
d�ff�cult�es to be undergone by a p�oneer band, rushed upon the
ground, expect�ng at once to real�ze the heaven they so ardently
des�red, and wh�ch the eloquent words of the lecturers had
warranted them to hope for. Thus, �gnorant of Assoc�at�on,
possessed, for the most part, of l�ttle cap�tal, w�thout adequate
shelter from the �nclemency of the weather, or even a suff�c�ent store
of the most common art�cles of food, w�thout plan, and I had almost
sa�d, w�thout purpose, save to fly from the �lls they had already
exper�enced �n c�v�l�zat�on, they assembled together such elements
of d�scord as naturally �n a short t�me led to the�r d�ssolut�on."

One feature of Mr. Gre�g's enterta�n�ng sketch deserves not�ce �n
pass�ng, v�z., h�s cheerful boast of the mult�pl�c�ty of rel�g�ons �n the
Clarkson Assoc�at�on, and the wonderful harmony that preva�led
among them. The mean�ng of the boast undoubtedly �s, that rel�g�ous
bel�ef was so completely a secondary and �ns�gn�f�cant matter, that �t
d�d not prevent peaceful fam�ly relat�ons, even between the athe�sts
and the orthodox. Th�s k�nd of harmony �s often spoken of �n the
accounts of other Assoc�at�ons, and seems to have been a general
character�st�c, or at least a des�deratum, of the Owen and Four�er
schools. It �s th�s harmon�ous �nd�fference, wh�ch we refer to when
we speak of the Assoc�at�ons of those schools as non-rel�g�ous.



The pr�mary Massachusetts Commun�t�es, however, were hardly
so free from rel�g�ous l�m�tat�ons, though they �ssued from the sects
commonly called l�beral. The Brook Farmers, we have seen, covered
the Nat�onal Convent�on all over w�th the mantle of p�ety, �ns�st�ng
that they were at work as devout Chr�st�ans, and that Four�er�sm, as
they held �t, was Chr�st�an�ty. And Hopedale was even more zealous
for Chr�st�an�ty than Brook Farm. Coll�ns's Commun�ty at
Skaneateles, on the other hand, went clear over to exclus�ve ant�-
rel�g�on; and actually barred out by �ts or�g�nal creed, all k�nds of
Chr�st�ans, tolerat�ng nobody but sound Athe�sts and De�sts.

The Northampton Assoc�at�on, wh�ch we have termed
Noth�ngar�an, seems to have �nvented the happy med�um of the
Clarkson platform, and �n that respect may be regarded as the
prototype of the whole class of Four�er Assoc�at�ons. The m�xture of
rel�g�ons, however, at Northampton, was not so harmon�ous as at
Clarkson. The h�stor�an of the Northampton Commun�ty says: "The
carry�ng out of d�fferent rel�g�ous v�ews was perhaps the occas�on of
more d�sagreement than any other subject; and th�s d�sagreement,
operated to general d�sadvantage, as �n consequence of �t several
valuable members w�thdrew." We shall meet w�th s�m�lar
d�sagreements and d�sasters �n the Sodus Bay Phalanx and other
Assoc�at�ons, to be reported hereafter. So that �t does not seem
altogether safe to huddle a great var�ety of contrad�ctory rel�g�ons
together �n close Assoc�at�on, notw�thstand�ng the apparent results �n
the Clarkson case. And �t occurs, as a natural suggest�on, that
poss�bly the Clarkson Assoc�at�on d�d not last long enough to fa�rly
test the results of a general m�xture of rel�g�ons.

CHAPTER XXIV.



THE SODUS BAY PHALANX.ToC

Th�s Assoc�at�on or�g�nated about the same t�me as the Clarkson
Assoc�at�on (February 1844), and �n the same place (Rochester).
The follow�ng descr�pt�on of �ts doma�n �s from the Herald of
Freedom:

"We have at th�s place about 1,400 acres of cho�ce land, three
hundred of wh�ch are under �mprovement. It borders on Sodus Bay,
the best harbor on Lake Ontar�o, and for beauty of scenery, �s not
surpassed by any tract �n the State. We have on the doma�n two
streams of water, wh�ch can both be used for propell�ng mach�nery.
We number at present about three hundred men, women and
ch�ldren. The bu�ld�ngs on the place were nearly enough to
accommodate the whole, the place hav�ng formerly been occup�ed
by the Shakers, who had erected good bu�ld�ngs for the�r own
accommodat�on."

The ed�tor of the Phalanx v�s�ted th�s Assoc�at�on �n the autumn of
1844, and wrote of �t as follows:

"The advantages of the locat�on seemed to us very rare, and �t
was w�th great pa�n that we d�scovered that the �nternal cond�t�on, of
the Phalanx was not encourag�ng. We d�d not f�nd that un�ty of
purpose, w�thout wh�ch a small and �mperfectly prov�ded Assoc�at�on
can not be held together unt�l �t has atta�ned the necessary
perfect�on �n �ts mechan�sm. At the commencement, as �t appeared
to us, there was not suff�c�ent caut�on �n the adm�ss�on of members.
A large number of persons were rece�ved w�thout proper
qual�f�cat�on, e�ther �n character or �ndustr�al ab�l�t�es. S�ckness
unfortunately soon arose �n the new Phalanx, and �ncreased the
confus�on wh�ch resulted from a want of un�ty of feel�ng and
systemat�c organ�zat�on. Rel�g�ous d�fferences, pressed �n an
�ntolerant manner on both s�des, had at the t�me of our v�s�t produced
ent�re uncerta�nty as to future operat�ons, and carr�ed d�sorder to �ts
he�ght. We left the doma�n w�th the conv�ct�on, wh�ch reflect�on has
strengthened, that w�thout an ent�re reörgan�zat�on under more



eff�c�ent leaders, the Assoc�at�on must fall ent�rely to p�eces; a fact
wh�ch �s greatly to be deplored on account of the cause �n general,
as well as on account of the excellence of the locat�on, and the real
worth of several �nd�v�duals who have passed unshaken through
such try�ng c�rcumstances. We have, however, �n the case of th�s
Phalanx, a str�k�ng example of the folly of undertak�ng pract�cal
Assoc�at�on w�thout suff�c�ent means, and w�thout men of proper
character. No other advantages can compensate for the want of
these."

Nearly a year later (September 1845), a member of the Sodus Bay
Phalanx wrote to the Harb�nger �n the follow�ng dub�ous ve�n:

"We have only about twelve or f�fteen adult males, and we bel�eve
we may safely say (from the amount of labor performed the present
season), not many unprof�table ones. We have learned w�sdom from
the many d�ff�cult�es and pr�vat�ons of last year, and there �s now
ev�dently a settled and determ�ned w�ll to succeed �n our enterpr�se.
There �s, however, a debt wh�ch �s very d�scourag�ng; $7,000
pr�nc�pal (bes�des $2,450 �nterest), wh�ch w�ll come due next spr�ng,
and an ab�l�ty on our part of pay�ng no more than the �nterest."

About the beg�nn�ng of 1846 John A. Coll�ns of the Skaneateles
Commun�ty, v�s�ted Sodus Bay, and sent to h�s paper, the
Commun�t�st, the follow�ng mournful report:

"Exper�ence has taught them that but l�ttle conf�dence can be
placed on calculat�ons wh�ch are pred�cated upon a newly-organ�zed,
or more properly d�sorgan�zed, body of heterogeneous mater�als,
dur�ng the f�rst and second years of �ts ex�stence. There �s not the
least doubt, but that an energet�c and eff�c�ent �nd�v�dual, w�th
suff�c�ent cap�tal to erect w�th the least poss�ble delay the saw-m�ll,
lath, sh�ngle, broom-handle, tub and pa�l, fork and hoe-handle, last,
and general turn�ng mach�nery, and employ as many f�rst-class
workmen as the bus�ness would requ�re, could �n three years, pay
both pr�nc�pal and �nterest, and have the ent�re farm and several
thousand dollars bes�des. But an Assoc�at�on composed of
�nexper�enced, restless, �ndolent, feeble and self�sh �nd�v�duals,



would per�sh beneath the pressure of �nterest, ere they could
construct the�r m�lls, get the�r mach�nery �n operat�on, and become
organ�zed and systemat�zed, so that all th�ngs could be carr�ed
forward w�th that system and perfect�on wh�ch character�ze �solat�on
and the older establ�shed Commun�t�es.

"But had not cap�tal stepped forth to crush th�s movement, other
elements equally po�sonous and deadly were �ntroduced, wh�ch
would have sealed �ts ru�n. A great port�on of �ts members were
brought together, not by a strong feel�ng or sympathy for the poor,
noble ph�lanthropy, or self-deny�ng enthus�asm, but by the most
narrow self�shness. Add to th�s, that bane of all that �s meek, pure,
noble and peaceful, rel�g�ous b�gotry was carr�ed �n and �ncorporated
�nto the const�tut�on of the Phalanx. Soon the body was d�v�ded �nto
the rel�g�ous and l�beral port�ons, both of wh�ch carr�ed the�r v�ews,
we th�nk, to extremes.

"We were present at a bus�ness meet�ng, �n the early part of the
fall of 1844. Each party, �t seemed, felt bound to oppose the w�shes,
plans and movements of the other. We adv�sed the more l�beral
port�on of the soc�ety qu�etly to w�thdraw, and allow the other party to
succeed �f �t poss�bly could. But they d�d not feel at l�berty to do so;
and soon after the rel�g�ous body left, tak�ng w�th them what of the�r
property they could f�nd, leav�ng those who rema�ned (the l�beral
port�on of the soc�ety), comparat�vely dest�tute. They felt determ�ned
to succeed, and nobly have they combated, to the present t�me, the
host�le elements wh�ch have warred aga�nst them w�th terr�ble force.
Un�ted �n sympathy and feel�ng, they re-organ�zed last spr�ng; but the
�nterest was too much for them to meet, and now there �s no
prospect of the�r rema�n�ng as an Assoc�at�on longer than the
approach�ng Apr�l. Could those now upon the doma�n purchase three
or four hundred acres of the land, we have not the least doubt but
that they would succeed, and ult�mately come �nto possess�on of the
valuable wood-land adjo�n�ng. But th�s �s �mposs�ble. In the even�ng
all the adults convened together, and at the�r earnest request, we
spoke for the space of an hour or more upon the s�gns of the t�mes,
the ev�dences of soc�al progress, and the var�ous m�nor d�ff�cult�es
that the p�oneers �n th�s movement must necessar�ly have to



exper�ence; prov�ng to the sat�sfact�on of most of them, we th�nk, that
Four�er's plan of d�str�but�ng wealth, was both arb�trary and
superf�c�al; that �t was a useless effort to un�te two oppos�te and
host�le elements, wh�ch have no more aff�n�ty for each other than
water and o�l, or f�re and gunpowder; that �nasmuch as �nd�v�dual and
separate �nterests are the cause or occas�on of nearly all the cr�me,
poverty, and suffer�ng �n c�v�l�zed soc�ety, �t follows that the cause
and occas�on must be removed, ere the effects w�ll d�sappear. St�ll
the d�fference between Commun�sts and Assoc�at�on�sts �s not so
great, that they should be opposed and al�enated. It should be our
object to see the po�nts of agreement, rather than seek for po�nts of
d�sagreement. In the former we have been too act�ve and earnest.
Assoc�at�on �s a great school for Commun�sm. It w�ll develop the
false, and po�nt out the good.

"As we left th�s �nterest�ng spot the follow�ng morn�ng, �t was
pa�nful to th�nk that those men and women, who for nearly two years
had struggled aga�nst great odds, w�th the�r ph�lanthrop�c, manly and
hero�c sp�r�t, w�th all the�r enthus�asm, zeal and conf�dence �n the
beauty and pract�cab�l�ty of the pr�nc�ples of soc�al co-operat�on, must
soon be d�spersed and thrown back aga�n, to act upon the self�sh
and beggarly pr�nc�ples of str�fe and compet�t�on."

Macdonald ends the story �n h�s usual sombre style as follows:

"Th�s exper�ment was a total fa�lure. I have been unable to gather
many part�culars concern�ng �ts last days, and those I have obta�ned
are of a very unfavorable character.

"The ch�ef cause of fa�lure was rel�g�ous d�fference. Persons of
var�ous rel�g�ous creeds could not agree. There were some among
them who thought �t no s�n to labor on the Sabbath, and others who
looked upon �t as an outrage, wh�ch the Phalanx should take act�on
to prevent. A comm�ttee was appo�nted to settle such d�fferences,
but �n th�s they fa�led. S�ckness was another of the�r troubles. They
were severely affl�cted w�th typho�d erys�pelas, and at one t�me forty-
n�ne of the�r members were upon the s�ck l�st.



"After labor�ng a year or two under these d�ff�cult�es, there was a
hasty and d�sorderly retreat. It �s sa�d that each �nd�v�dual helped
h�mself to the movable property, and that some decamped �n the
n�ght, leav�ng the rema�ns of the Phalanx to be d�sposed of �n any
way wh�ch the last men m�ght choose. The fact that mank�nd do not
l�ke to have the�r faults and fa�l�ngs made publ�c, w�ll probably
account for the d�ff�culty �n obta�n�ng part�culars of such exper�ments
as the Sodus Bay Phalanx."

Allen and Orv�s, the lectur�ng m�ss�onar�es of Brook Farm, �n that
same letter from wh�ch we quoted some t�me s�nce a maled�ctory
paragraph on the memory of the Skaneateles Commun�ty, ment�on
also the bad odor of the defunct confederated Phalanxes of Western
New York, �n the follow�ng d�srespectful terms. The�r letter �s dated at
Rochester, September 1847:

"The prospect for meet�ngs �n th�s c�ty �s less favorable than that of
any place where we have prev�ously v�s�ted. It �s the nest where�n
was hatched that anomalous brood of b�rds, called the 'Sodus Bay
Phalanx,' 'The Clarkson Phalanx,' the 'Bloomf�eld Phalanx,' and the
'Ontar�o Un�on.' The very name of Assoc�at�on �s od�ous w�th the
publ�c, and the unfortunate people who went �nto these movements
�n such mad haste, have been r�d�culed t�ll endurance �s no longer
poss�ble, and they have slunk away from the s�ght and knowledge of
the�r ne�ghbors."

The exper�ence of the Sodus Bay Phalanx �n regard to rel�g�on,
suggests reflect�ons. Let us �mprove the opportun�ty to study some of
the pract�cal relat�ons of rel�g�on to Assoc�at�on.

The object and end of Assoc�at�on �n all �ts forms, as we have
frequently sa�d, �s to gather men, women and ch�ldren �nto larger and
more permanent HOMES than those establ�shed by marr�age. The
advantages of partnersh�p, �ncorporat�on and coöperat�on have
become so man�fest �n modern affa�rs, that an unspeakable long�ng
has ar�sen �n the very heart of c�v�l�zat�on for the extens�on of those
advantages to the dearest of all human �nterests—fam�ly affa�rs—the
bus�ness of home. The charm that drew the western New Yorkers



together �n such rush�ng mult�tudes, was s�mply the prospect of
home on the large scale, wh�ch �ndeed �s heaven.

Now �f we cons�der the laws wh�ch govern the format�on of homes
on the small scale, we shall be l�kely to get some w�sdom �n regard
to the�r format�on on the large scale.

And �n the f�rst place, �t �s ev�dent that homes formed by the
conjunct�on of pa�rs �n the usual way, are not all harmon�ous—
perhaps we m�ght say, are not generally harmon�ous. Fam�l�es
quarrel and break up, as well as Assoc�at�ons; and �f husbands and
w�ves were as free to separate as the members of Assoc�at�on are,
poss�bly marr�age would not make much better show than Soc�al�sm
has made. Human nature, as we have seen �t �n the Commun�t�es
and Phalanxes—d�scordant, centr�fugal—�s the same �n marr�age.
Now, as exper�ence has developed someth�ng l�ke a code of rules
that govern prudent people �n ventur�ng on marr�age, our true way �s
to study that code, and apply �t as far as poss�ble to the vastly
greater venture of Assoc�at�on.

Four�er's dream that two or three thousand d�scordant centr�fugal
�nd�v�duals �n one great home, would fall, by natural grav�tat�on, �nto
a balance of pass�ons, and real�ze a harmony unatta�nable on the
small scale of fam�l�sm, has not been conf�rmed by exper�ence, and
seems to us the w�ldest oppos�te of truth. We should expect, a pr�or�,
that w�th d�scordant mater�als, the greater the format�on, the worse
would be the hell: and th�s �s just what has been proved by all the
exper�ments. Let us go back, then, and study the rules of harmony �n
the format�on of common fam�l�es.

Probably there �s not one among those rules so fam�l�ar and so
un�versally approved by the prudent, as that wh�ch adv�ses men and
women not to marry w�thout agreement �n rel�g�on Th�s rule has
noth�ng to do w�th b�gotry. It does not look at the supposed truth or
falsehood of d�fferent rel�g�ous creeds. It s�mply says: Let the
Cathol�c marry the Cathol�c; the Orthodox, the Orthodox; the De�st,
the De�st; the Noth�ngar�an, the Noth�ngar�an; but don't match these
d�scords together, �f you w�sh for fam�ly peace. Now th�s �s the
precept wh�ch the Four�er Assoc�at�ons, as we see, del�berately



v�olated; and yet they expected peace, and compla�ned dreadfully
because they d�d not get �t! There �s latent quarrel enough �n the
rel�g�ous oppos�t�on of a s�ngle pa�r, to spo�l a fam�ly; and yet these
Soc�al�sts ventured on hundred-fold compl�cat�ons of such
oppos�t�ons, w�th a hero�sm that would be subl�me, �f �t were not
desperately unw�se.

It �s useless to say that rel�g�on �s an affa�r of the �nner man and
need not d�sturb external relat�ons. It d�d d�sturb the external
relat�ons of the Soc�al�sts at Sodus Bay, and could not do otherw�se.
They quarreled about the Sabbath. It d�d d�sturb the external
relat�ons of the Northampton Soc�al�sts. They quarreled about
amusements. Rel�g�on always extends from the �nner man to such
external th�ngs.

It �s useless to say, as Coll�ns ev�dently w�shed to �ns�nuate, that
the b�goted sort of rel�g�on�sts, those of the orthodox order, were
alone to blame. In the f�rst place th�s �s not true. All the w�tnesses
say, Coll�ns among the rest, that both part�es pushed and hooked.
And �n the next place, �f �t were true, �t would only show the
�mportance of exclud�ng the orthodox from Assoc�at�ons, and the
value of the rule that forb�ds marry�ng rel�g�ous d�scords.

Even Coll�ns, w�th all h�s l�beral�ty, had or�g�nally too much good
sense to attempt Assoc�at�on �n the prom�scuous way of the
Four�er�sts. H�s f�rst �dea was to make h�s Commun�ty a sort of close-
commun�on church of �nf�del�ty; and, as �t turned out, th�s was h�s
br�ghtest �dea; for �n abandon�ng �t he succumbed to h�s more
rel�g�ous r�val, Johnson, and adm�tted quarrel�ng and weakness that
ru�ned the enterpr�se. H�s adv�ce also to the l�beral party at Sodus
Bay to w�thdraw, shows that h�s judgment was opposed to the
heterogeneous m�xtures that were popular among the Four�er�sts.

On the whole �t seems to us that �t should be cons�dered settled by
reason and exper�ence, that the rule we have found govern�ng the
prudent�al theory of marr�age on the small scale, should be
transferred to the theory of Assoc�at�on, wh�ch �s really marr�age on
the large scale. Better not marry at all, than marry a rel�g�ous quarrel.
Better have no rel�g�on, than have a dozen d�fferent rel�g�ons, as they



had at Clarkson. If you mean to found a Commun�ty for peace and
permanence, f�rst of all f�nd assoc�ates that agree w�th you �n
rel�g�on, or at least �n no-rel�g�on, and �f poss�ble bar out all others.
Remember that all the successful Commun�t�es are harmon�ous, and
the bas�s of the�r harmony �s un�ty �n rel�g�on. If you th�nk you can f�nd
a way to secure harmony �n no-rel�g�on, try �t. But don't be so fool�sh
as to enter on the tremendous respons�b�l�t�es of Commun�ty-
bu�ld�ng, w�th a compl�cat�on of rel�g�ous quarrels lurk�ng �n your
mater�al.

CHAPTER XXV.

OTHER NEW YORK EXPERIMENTS.ToC

The next on the l�st of the Confederated Assoc�at�ons of western
New York, was

THE BLOOMFIELD ASSOCIATION.
We have but meager accounts of th�s exper�ment. Macdonald

does not ment�on �t. The Phalanx of June 15, 1844, says that �t
commenced operat�ons on the 15th of March �n that year, on a
doma�n of about f�ve hundred acres, mostly �mproved land, s�tuated
one m�le east of Honeoye Falls, �n the Count�es of Monroe,
L�v�ngston and Ontar�o; that �t was �n debt for �ts land about $11,000,
and had $35,000 of �ts subscr�pt�ons actually pa�d �n; that �t had one
hundred and forty-e�ght res�dent members, and a large number more



expect�ng to jo�n, as soon as employment could be found for them.
Two or three allus�ons to th�s Assoc�at�on occur afterward �n the
Phalanx, congratulat�ng �t on �ts prospects, and ment�on�ng good
reports of �ts progress. F�nally �n the Harb�nger, volume 1, page 247,
we f�nd a letter from E.D. W�ght and E.A. St�llman, dated August 20,
1845, defend�ng the Assoc�at�on aga�nst newspaper charges, and
assert�ng �ts cont�nued prosper�ty; but g�v�ng us the follow�ng peep
�nto a compl�cat�on of troubles, that probably brought �t to �ts end
shortly afterwards:

"We are not fully sat�sf�ed w�th the tenor by wh�ch our real estate,
under the ex�st�ng laws, �s obl�ged to be held. Conveyances,
pursuant to legal adv�ce, were made or�g�nally by the owners of each
part�cular parcel, to the comm�ttee of f�nance, �n trust for the
stockholders and members; and a power was executed by the
stockholders to the comm�ttee, by wh�ch, under certa�n regulat�ons,
they were to have author�ty to sell and convey the same. The
absurd�ty of the Statute of Trusts never hav�ng been l�cked �nto
shape by jud�c�al dec�s�ons, a close and unava�l�ng search has s�nce
been �nst�tuted for the fug�t�ve legal t�tle.

"Some counselors, learned �n the law, f�nd �t �n the comm�ttee of
f�nance, as representat�ves of the Assoc�at�on; others have
d�scovered that �t �s vested �n them as �nd�v�duals; others st�ll, of
equal em�nence, and equally �ntent on arr�v�ng at a true solut�on, f�nd
perhaps that �t �s �n the comm�ttee and stockholders jo�ntly; wh�le
there are those who profess to f�nd �t �n ne�ther of these part�es, but
�n the persons of whom the property was purchased, and to whom
has been pa�d �ts full valuat�on!

"In order to educe order out of th�s confus�on of op�n�ons, and to
enable us to acqu�re, �f poss�ble, a less object�onable t�tle, �t has
been proposed to pet�t�on the Chancellor for a sale, as a t�tle from
the court would be free from doubt."

If th�s may be cons�dered the end (as �t probably was), �t shows
that the Bloomf�eld Assoc�at�on d�ed, as the Clarkson d�d, �n a quarrel
about �ts t�tles, and �n the hands of the lawyers.



THE ONTARIO UNION.
"Th�s Assoc�at�on" says the Phalanx of June 1844, "commenced

operat�ons about two weeks s�nce, �n Hopewell, Ontar�o County, f�ve
m�les from Cananda�gua. They have purchased the m�lls and farm
formerly owned by Judge Bates, cons�st�ng of one hundred and f�fty
acres of land, a flour�ng m�ll w�th f�ve run of burr stones, and saw-
m�ll, at $16,000. They have secured by subscr�pt�on, about one
hundred and th�rty acres of land �n the �mmed�ate v�c�n�ty, wh�ch they
are now work�ng. To meet the�r l�ab�l�t�es for the or�g�nal purchase, I
am �nformed they have already a subscr�pt�on wh�ch they bel�eve can
be rel�ed on, amount�ng to over $40,000. They have now upon the
doma�n about seventy-f�ve members. Th�s �nst�tut�on has been able
already to commence such branches of �ndustry as w�ll produce an
�mmed�ate return, and as a consequence, w�ll avo�d the necess�ty of
l�v�ng upon the�r cap�tal. There �s danger that the�r enthus�asm w�ll
get the better of the�r judgment �n adm�tt�ng members too fast."

The ed�tor of the Phalanx v�s�ted th�s Assoc�at�on among others, �n
the fall of 1844, and gave the follow�ng cheerful account of �t:

"The whole number of res�dent members �s one hundred and f�fty;
f�fty of whom are men, and upward of s�xty ch�ldren. We were greatly
pleased w�th the earnest sp�r�t wh�ch seemed to pervade th�s l�ttle
Commun�ty. We thought we perce�ved among them a really rel�g�ous
devot�on to the great cause �n wh�ch they have embarked. Th�s gave
an unspeakable charm to the�r rude, temporary dwell�ngs, and lent a
grace to the�r pla�n manners, far above any superf�c�al elegance. We
have no doubt that they w�ll succeed �n establ�sh�ng a state of soc�ety
h�gher even than they themselves ant�c�pate. Of the�r pecun�ary
success the�r present cond�t�on g�ves good assurance. We should
th�nk that, w�th ord�nary prudence, �t was ent�rely certa�n."

We f�nd noth�ng after th�s �n the Phalanx about th�s Assoc�at�on.
Macdonald merely ment�ons a few such �tems as the date, place,



etc., and concludes w�th the follow�ng terse ep�taph: "It effected but
l�ttle, and was of br�ef durat�on. No further part�culars."

THE MIXVILLE ASSOCIATION
was one of the group that rad�ated from Rochester, accord�ng to

Mr. Gre�g; but we can f�nd no account of �t anywhere, except that �t
had not commenced operat�ons at the t�me of the sess�on of the
Confederated Counc�l; though a delegate from �t was a member of
that Counc�l. How long �t l�ved, or whether �t l�ved at all, does not
appear.

THE JEFFERSON COUNTY PHALANX.
Th�s Assoc�at�on, though not properly a member of the group that

rad�ated from Rochester, and somewhat remote from western New
York, was named among the confederated Assoc�at�ons, and sent a
delegate to the Bloomf�eld Counc�l. Three not�ces of �t occur �n the
Phalanx, wh�ch we here present.

[From the Phalanx October 5, 1843.]
"Th�s Assoc�at�on has been commenced through the efforts,

pr�nc�pally, of A.M. Watson, Esq., the Pres�dent, who for some years
past has been engaged �n advocat�ng and d�ssem�nat�ng the
pr�nc�ples of Assoc�at�on �n Watertown and that sect�on of the State.
There are over three hundred persons now on the doma�n, wh�ch
cons�sts of twelve or f�fteen hundred acres of super�or land, f�nely
watered, and s�tuated w�th�n two or three m�les of Watertown. It �s
composed of several farms, put �n by farmers, who have taken stock
for the�r lands, and jo�ned the Assoc�at�on. Very l�ttle cash cap�tal has
been pa�d �n; the enterpr�se was undertaken w�th the subscr�pt�on of
property, real estate, prov�s�ons, tools, �mplements, &c., brought �n
by the members, who were pr�nc�pally farmers and mechan�cs �n the
ne�ghborhood; and the result �s an �nterest�ng proof of what can be
done by un�on and comb�ned effort among the produc�ng classes.
D�fferent branches of manufactures have been establ�shed, contracts



for bu�ld�ng �n Watertown have been taken, and an organ�zat�on of
labor �nto groups or squads, w�th the�r foremen or leaders, has been
made to some extent. The agr�cultural department �s prosecuted w�th
v�gor, and when last heard from, the Assoc�at�on was flour�sh�ng. We
hope from th�s Assoc�at�on that perseverance and constancy—for �t
of course has many d�ff�cult�es to contend w�th—wh�ch w�ll �nsure
success, and g�ve another proof of the truth of the great pr�nc�ples of
comb�ned effort and un�ted �nterests."

[From the Phalanx, November 4, 1843.]
"The follow�ng statement from the Black R�ver Journal of October

6th, exh�b�ts the affa�rs of the Jefferson County Assoc�at�on �n a
grat�fy�ng l�ght, and shows that so far �t has been extremely
prosperous and successful. The fact alone of a prof�t hav�ng been
made, whether much or l�ttle, affords a strong proof of the
advantages of assoc�ated effort, for we apprehend that e�ther
farmers or mechan�cs work�ng separately, would generally f�nd �t
d�ff�cult to show a balance �n the�r favor upon the settlement of the�r
accounts. But a net prof�t of nearly th�rteen thousand dollars, or
twenty-f�ve per cent. upon the cap�tal �nvested, for the f�rst s�x
months that a small Assoc�at�on has been �n operat�on, under
c�rcumstances by no means the most favorable, �s str�k�ng and
�ncontestable ev�dence of real prosper�ty. Before a great wh�le we
shall have many such cases to record."

ABSTRACT OF SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT.
The f�rst Sem�-Annual Report of the property, expend�tures and

proceeds of labor of the Jefferson County Industr�al Assoc�at�on, was
subm�tted to a meet�ng of the stockholders on Monday the 2d �nst.

S�nce the
organ�zat�on of the
Assoc�at�on �n Apr�l
last, the real and
personal property

$54,832.10  



acqu�red by
purchase and
subscr�pt�on, has
reached the
amount of
Th�s �s subject to
reduct�on by the
amount of
subscr�bed
property appl�ed to
the purchase of
real estate 5,458.28  

Total property
on hand  $49,373.82

The aggregate
product of the
several
departments of
bus�ness, to Sept.
23d $20,301.67  
Expense of same,
�nclud�ng all
purchases of
goods and suppl�es 7,331.95  

Net proceeds  $12,969.72
Of th�s has been
expended �n
�mprovement of
bu�ld�ngs, mak�ng a
br�ck-yard, and
prepar�ng summer
fallows 1,365.00  

Balance on
hand  $11,604.72



Th�s balance cons�sts of agr�cultural products �n store, br�ck
manufactured and now on hand, proceeds of jobb�ng contracts,
earn�ngs of mechan�cs' shops, etc.

Publ�shed by order of the Pres�dent and Board of D�rectors.



Report of A.M. Watson to the Confederate Counc�l, May 15, 1844.
"The Jefferson County Assoc�at�on has made �ts f�rst annual

statement, by wh�ch �t appears that cap�tal �n that �nst�tut�on w�ll
rece�ve a fract�on over s�x per cent. �nterest. Ow�ng to �nattent�on to
the pr�nc�ples of Assoc�at�on, and a defect�ve and �ncomplete
organ�zat�on of �ndustry �nto groups and ser�es, as well as to the fact
that �n the commencement much t�me �s lost, labor �n th�s �nst�tut�on
fa�ls to obta�n �ts fa�r remunerat�on. Another c�rcumstance wh�ch has
operated to the d�sadvantage of labor, �s, that no allowance has been
made �n �ts favor, �n the annual settlement, for work�ng dresses.
These facts are conclus�ve, to my m�nd, that the d�sadvantages of
�mproper or �nadequate organ�zat�on �n all �nst�tut�ons, w�ll be even
more �njur�ous to labor than to cap�tal.

"Th�s �nst�tut�on commenced operat�ons w�thout the �nvestment of
much, �f any, cash cap�tal, and they now are somewhat embarrassed
for want of such means. A subscr�pt�on to the�r stock of two thousand
dollars �n cash, or a loan of that amount for a reasonable t�me, for
wh�ch good secur�ty could be g�ven, would, �n my op�n�on, place
them �n a s�tuat�on to carry on a very prof�table bus�ness the ensu�ng
year. If th�s obstacle can be surmounted, I know of no �nst�tut�on of
better prom�se than th�s. Th�s would seem to be but a small matter;
but when the fact �s cons�dered that they are located �n the m�dst of a
commun�ty wh�ch sympath�zes but l�ttle �n the movement, wh�le many
exert themselves to �ncrease the embarrassment by decry�ng the�r
respons�b�l�ty, �t w�ll read�ly be seen that the�r s�tuat�on �s unenv�able.
The�r respons�b�l�ty, when compared w�th that of most bus�ness
concerns �n the country, �s more real than that of a major�ty of
bus�ness men who are cons�dered perfectly solvent. Cons�der�ng the
d�ff�cult�es and embarrassments through wh�ch they have already
struggled, I have strong conf�dence �n the�r ult�mate success. The
whole number of members w�ll not vary much at th�s t�me, from one
hundred and f�fty. They have reduced, by sale, the�r lands to about
e�ght hundred acres, and I refer you to the annual report for further
�nformat�on as to the�r l�ab�l�t�es."



We perce�ve �n the depressed tone of th�s report, as well as �n the
reduct�on of numbers and land wh�ch �t exh�b�ts, that decl�ne had
begun and fa�lure was �mpend�ng. Noth�ng more �s sa�d �n the
Phalanx about th�s Assoc�at�on, except that �t sent a delegate to a
soc�al�st�c convent�on that met �n New York C�ty on the 7th of
October, 1844. We have to fall back, as usual, on Macdonald, for the
summ�ng-up and f�nal moral. He says:

"After a few months, d�sagreements among the members became
general. The�r means were totally �nadequate; they were too �gnorant
of the pr�nc�ples of Assoc�at�on; were too much crowded together,
and had too many �dlers among them. There was bad management
on the part of the off�cers, and some were suspected of d�shonesty.
As t�mes grew better, many of those who jo�ned on account of hard
t�mes, got employment and left; and many more thought they could
do better �n the world aga�n, and d�d the same th�ng. The only a�d
they could get �n the�r d�ff�cult�es, was from stock subscr�pt�ons, and
that was not much. Men who �nvested actual property susta�ned
heavy losses. One farmer who �nvolved h�s farm, lost nearly all he
possessed. After ex�st�ng about twelve months the land was sold to
pay the debts, and the Assoc�at�on d�sbanded."

THE MOORHOUSE UNION
�s ment�oned �n the f�rst number of the Phalanx, October 1843, as

one among the many Assoc�at�ons just start�ng at that t�me.
Macdonald g�ves the follow�ng account of �t:

"Th�s exper�ment or�g�nated �n the offer of a grant of land by A.K.
Moorhouse, of Moorhousev�lle, Ham�lton County, New York, who
owned 60,000 acres of land �n the count�es of Ham�lton, Herk�mer
and Saratoga. As most of th�s land was s�tuated �n what �s called the
'w�lderness of New York,' he could f�nd few persons who were w�ll�ng
to purchase and settle the �nhosp�table w�ld. Under these
c�rcumstances he offered to the Soc�al�sts as much of 10,000 acres



as they m�ght clear �n three years, hop�ng that an Assoc�at�on would
bu�ld up a v�llage and form a nucleus around wh�ch �nd�v�duals and
Assoc�at�ons m�ght settle and purchase h�s lands.

"The offer was accepted by an Assoc�at�on formed �n New York
C�ty, and several cap�tal�sts prom�sed to take stock �n the enterpr�se;
but none was ever pa�d for. In May 1843, Mr. Moorhouse arr�ved at
P�seco from New York, w�th a company of p�oneers, who were soon
followed by others, and the work commenced. The local�ty chosen at
Lake P�seco was s�tuated about f�ve m�les from Lake Pleasant, the
county seat, a v�llage of e�ght or n�ne houses and a court-house. On
the arr�val of the party �t was found that Mr. Moorhouse had made
some �mprovements, wh�ch he was w�ll�ng to exchange for $2,000 of
stock �n the Assoc�at�on. Th�s was agreed to. He also engaged to
furn�sh prov�s�ons, tools etc., and take h�s pay �n stock. The land on
wh�ch the Assoc�at�on commenced �ts labors was a g�ft from Mr.
Moorhouse; but the �mprovements wh�ch cons�sted of 120 acres of
cleared land w�th a few bu�ld�ngs, was accepted as stock at the
above valuat�on.

"The money, property and labor were put �nto common stock.
Labor was rated at f�fty cents per day, no matter of what k�nd. A store
was kept on the prem�ses, �n wh�ch art�cles were sold at pr�me cost,
w�th an allowance for transportat�on, &c. By the const�tut�on the
members were ent�tled to scr�p represent�ng the excess of wages
over the amount of goods rece�ved from the store; or, �n other words,
laborers became stockholders �n proport�on to that excess. No
d�v�dends were to be declared for the f�rst f�ve years.

"The persons thus congregated to carry out the pr�nc�ples of
Assoc�at�on [number not stated], belonged to a var�ety of
occupat�ons; but �t appears that but few of them were adapted to the
wants of the Commun�ty. Some of the members were �ntell�gent and
moral people; but the major�ty were very �nfer�or. No property
qual�f�cat�ons were necessary to adm�ss�on. It appears that members
were obta�ned by an agent, who took �nd�scr�m�nately all he could
get. The most common rel�g�ous bel�ef among them was Method�st;
but a large proport�on of them d�d not profess any rel�g�on, and some
were what �s commonly called �nf�dels.



"Though the persons congregated here had left but humble homes
and poor c�rcumstances generally, yet the c�rcumstances now
surround�ng them were worse than those they had left, and as a
natural consequence there was a deter�orat�on of character. Not
hav�ng formed any organ�zat�on �n the c�ty, as �s customary �n such
exper�ments, they rece�ved no a�d from w�thout; and the want of th�s
a�d does not appear to have �nsured success, as some enthus�ast�c
Soc�al�sts have �mag�ned that �t would; but on the contrary a most
s�gnal fa�lure ensued.

"The lead�ng persons were Mr. Moorhouse and a relat�ve of h�s
named Brown. The former furn�shed every th�ng and turned �t �n as
stock. The latter kept the store and the accounts. The members do
not appear to have been acqua�nted w�th the mode �n wh�ch e�ther
the store or books were kept.

"At the commencement, when they were suff�c�ently suppl�ed from
the store, they agreed tolerably well; but dur�ng the latter per�od of
the exper�ment, when Mr. Moorhouse began to be slack �n buy�ng
th�ngs for the members, there was a good deal of d�sagreement. The
store was nearly always empty, and when anyth�ng was brought �nto
�t, there was a general scramble to see who should get the most.
Th�s, as a matter of course, produced much jealousy and quarrel�ng.
All k�nds of susp�c�ons were afloat, and �t was generally reported that
the execut�ve, �nclud�ng the store-keeper, fared better than the rest.

"Some work was done, and some �mprovements were made upon
the land. Rye and potatoes were planted, and probably consumed.
The exper�ment ex�sted a few months, and then by degrees d�ed
away."

The follow�ng from a person who took part �n the exper�ment, w�ll
g�ve the reader a nearer v�ew of the causes of the fa�lure:

"The populat�on congregated at P�seco was composed of all
nat�ons, characters and cond�t�ons; a motley group of �ll-assorted
mater�als, as �nexper�enced as �t was heterogeneous. We had some
spec�mens of the raw mater�al of human nature, and some of New



York manufacture spo�led �n the mak�ng. There were ph�losophers
and ph�lanthrop�sts, bankrupt merchants and broken-down grocery-
keepers; off�cers who had ret�red from the Texan army on half-pay;
and some who had ret�red from s�tuat�ons �n the New York ten-p�n
alleys. There were all k�nds of �deas, not�ons, theor�es, and wh�ms;
all k�nds of rel�g�ons; and some persons w�thout any. There was no
unan�m�ty of purpose, or congen�al�ty of d�spos�t�on; but there was
plenty of d�scuss�on, and an abundance of var�ety, wh�ch �s called the
sp�ce of l�fe. Th�s sp�ce however const�tuted the greater part of the
fare, as we somet�mes had scarcely anyth�ng else to eat.

"At f�rst we were pretty well off for prov�s�ons; but soon the
suppl�es began to be reduced; and �n November the l�st of luxur�es
and necessar�es commenced w�th rye and ended w�th potatoes, w�th
noth�ng between! As the suppl�es were cut off, the number of
members decreased. They were starved out. But of course the
starv�ng process was slower �n those cases where the �nd�v�duals
had not the means of transportat�on back to the wh�te settlements.
When I left the 'prom�sed land' �n March 1844, there were only s�x
fam�l�es rema�n�ng. I had determ�ned to see �t out; but the state of
th�ngs was so bad, and the prospects d�tto, that I could stand �t no
longer. I thought the whole would soon fall �nto the hands of Mr.
Moorhouse, and I could not afford to spend any more t�me �n a cause
so hopeless. I had g�ven n�ne months' t�me, was half starved, got no
pay, had worn out my clothes, and had my best coat borrowed
w�thout leave, by a man who went to New York some t�me before.
Th�s I thought m�ght suff�ce for one exper�ment. I left the place less
sangu�ne than when I went there that Assoc�at�ons could succeed
w�thout cap�tal and w�thout a good select�on of members. Yet my
bel�ef was as f�rm as ever �n the com�ng abol�t�on of confl�ct�ng
�nterests, and the f�nal harmon�ous reconstruct�on of soc�ety."

Here ends the h�story of the Four�er Assoc�at�ons �n the State of
New York. The Oh�o exper�ments come next.



CHAPTER XXVI.

THE MARLBORO ASSOCIATION.ToC

As �n New England, so �n Oh�o, the general soc�al�st�c exc�tement
of 1841 and afterwards, gave r�se to several exper�ments that had
noth�ng to do w�th Four�er's pecul�ar ph�losophy. We beg�n w�th one
of these �nd�genous product�ons.

Mrs. Esther Ann Lukens, a member of the Marlboro Commun�ty,
answered Macdonald's �nqu�r�es about �ts h�story. We copy the
greater part of her story:

Mrs. Lukens's Narrat�ve.
"The Marlboro Commun�ty seems, as I th�nk of �t, to have had �ts

ex�stence so ent�rely �n dreams of human advancement and the
generous w�sh to promote �t, and also �n �gnorance of all but the
better part of human nature, that �t �s hard to speak of �t as a bona
f�de port�on of our plodd�ng work-a-day world.

"It was or�g�nated by a few generous and ardent sp�r�ts, who were
d�sgusted w�th the oppress�ve and antagon�st�c cond�t�ons of ord�nary
labor and commerce. The only remedy they saw, was a return to the
apostol�c manner of l�v�ng—that of 'hav�ng all th�ngs common.'

"The Assoc�at�on was f�rst talked of and �ts pr�nc�ples generally
d�scussed �n Cl�nton County, some years before anyth�ng was done.
Many �n all parts of Oh�o part�c�pated �n th�s d�scuss�on, and warmly
urged the scheme; but only a few were found who were hopeful and
courageous enough to dare the f�nal exper�ment.



"The gather�ng commenced �n 1841 on the farm of Mr. E. Brooke,
and cons�sted at f�rst of h�s fam�ly and a few other persons.
Gradually the number �ncreased, and another farm was added by the
free g�ft of Dr. A. Brooke, or rather by h�s res�gn�ng all r�ght and t�tle
to �t as an �nd�v�dual, and del�ver�ng �t over to the jo�nt ownersh�p of
the great fam�ly.

"As may be supposed, the major�ty of those who gathered around
th�s nucleus, were w�thout property, and very slenderly g�fted w�th the
talent of acqu�r�ng �t, but thoroughly honest, ph�lanthrop�c, warmly
soc�al, and w�ll�ng to perform what appeared to them the r�ght
amount of labor belong�ng to freemen �n a r�ght state of soc�ety. They
forgot �n a few �nstances, that th�s r�ght state d�d not ex�st, but was
only dreamed about, and had yet to be real�zed by more than
common labor w�th the hands.

"The Commun�ty had but l�ttle property of any value but land, and
that was �n an uncult�vated, half-w�ld state. There were a few
hundred dollars �n hand; I can not say how many; but certa�nly not
half the amount requ�red for purchases that seemed �mmed�ately
necessary. There was a good house and barn on each farm, each
house capable of accommodat�ng comfortably three fam�l�es,
bes�des three small tenant houses of logs, capable of
accommodat�ng one fam�ly each. There were also on the prem�ses
four or f�ve horses and a few cattle and sheep.

"It became necessary, as the numbers �ncreased, to purchase the
farm �nterven�ng between the one f�rst owned by E. Brooke, and the
one g�ven by Dr. A. Brooke, both for conven�ence �n pass�ng and
repass�ng, and for the reason that more land was needed to g�ve
employment to all. The owner asked an exorb�tant pr�ce, know�ng our
necess�t�es; but �t was pa�d, or rather prom�sed, and so a load of debt
was contracted.

"The members generally were em�nently moral and �ntellectual. As
to rel�g�ous bel�ef, they were what people called, and perhaps justly,
Free-th�nkers. In our conferences for purposes of �mprovement and
domest�c counsel, wh�ch were held on Sundays, rel�g�on, as a
d�st�nct obl�gat�on, was never ment�oned.



"Prov�s�ons were eas�ly procured. One of the farms had a large
orchard, and our l�v�ng was conf�ned to the pla�nest vegetable d�et;
so that much t�me was left for soc�al and mental �mprovement. All w�ll
jo�n w�th me �n say�ng that love and good fellowsh�p re�gned
paramount; so that all enjoyed good care dur�ng s�ckness, and k�ndly
sympathy at all t�mes.

"About a year and a-half after �ts foundat�on, the Commun�ty
susta�ned a great loss by the death of one of �ts most eff�c�ent and
ardent supporters, Joseph Lukens. It was after th�s per�od that a
const�tut�on or form of Assoc�at�on was framed, and many persons
were adm�tted who had d�fferent v�ews of property and the bas�s of
r�ghts, from what were generally held at the beg�nn�ng.

"The ex�stence of the Commun�ty, from f�rst to last, was nearly four
years. If I should say there was perfect unan�m�ty of feel�ng to the
last, �t would not be true. Yet there were no quarrels, and all
d�scuss�ons among us were temperate and k�nd. As to our break�ng
up, there was no cause for �t clear to my m�nd, except the
compl�cated state of the bus�ness concerns, the amount of debt
contracted, and the feel�ng that each one would work w�th more
energy, for a t�me at least, �f thrown upon h�s own resources, w�th
plenty of elbow-room and noth�ng to d�stract h�s attent�on."

Mr. Thomas Moore, also a member of th�s Commun�ty, gave h�s
op�n�on of the cause of �ts decease �n a separate paper, as follows:

Mr. Moore's Post Mortem.
"The fa�lure of th�s exper�ment may be traced to the fact that the

m�nds of �ts or�g�nators were not homogeneous. They all agreed that
�n a properly organ�zed Commun�ty, there should be no buy�ng and
sell�ng between the members, but that each should share the
common products accord�ng to h�s necess�ty. But wh�le Dr. A. Brooke
held that th�s pr�nc�ple should govern our conduct �n our �nterchange
w�th the whole world, the others bel�eved �t r�ght for any number of
�nd�v�duals to separate themselves from the surround�ng world, and
from themselves �nto a d�st�nct Commun�ty; and wh�le they had every



th�ng free among themselves, cont�nue to traff�c �n the common way
w�th those outs�de. And aga�n, wh�le many bel�eved they were
prepared to enter �nto a Commun�ty of th�s k�nd, Mr. Edward Brooke
had h�s doubts, fear�ng that the t�me had not yet arr�ved when any
cons�derable number of �nd�v�duals could l�ve together on these
pr�nc�ples; that though some m�ght be prompted to enter �nto such
relat�ons through pr�nc�ples of human�ty and pure benevolence,
others would come �n from mot�ves altogether self�sh; and that
d�scord would be the result. Dr. A. Brooke, not be�ng w�ll�ng to be
conf�ned �n any Commun�ty that d�d not embrace the whole world,
stepped out at the start, but left the Commun�ty �n possess�on of h�s
property dur�ng h�s l�fe; bel�ev�ng that to be as long as he had any
r�ght to d�spose of �t. But Edward Brooke y�elded to the v�ews of
others, and went on w�th the Commun�ty.

"For some t�me the members who came �n from abroad added
noth�ng of consequence to the common stock. Some man�fested by
the�r conduct that the�r objects were self�sh, and be�ng d�sappo�nted,
left aga�n. Others, who perhaps entered from purer mot�ves, also
became d�ssat�sf�ed for var�ous reasons and left; and so the
Commun�ty fluctuated for some t�me. At length three fam�l�es were
adm�tted as members, who had property �nvested �n farms, and who
were to sell the farms and devote the proceeds to the common
stock. Two of these, after hav�ng tr�ed commun�ty l�fe a year,
concluded to leave before they had sold the�r farms; and the th�rd,
not be�ng able to sell, there was a lack of cap�tal to prof�tably employ
the members; and the consequence was, there was not qu�te
enough produced to support the Commun�ty. D�scover�ng th�s to be
the case, several of the persons who or�g�nally owned the property
became d�ssat�sf�ed; and although accord�ng to the pr�nc�ples of the
Commun�ty they had no greater �nterest �n that property than any
other members, yet �t was no less a fact that they had donated �t
nearly all (except�ng Dr. A. Brooke's lease), and that now they would
l�ke to have �t back. Th�s placed the true Soc�al�sts �n del�cate
c�rcumstances. Be�ng w�thout pecun�ary means of the�r own, they
could not exerc�se the power that had voluntar�ly been placed �n the�r
hands, to control these d�ssat�sf�ed ones, so as to cause them,
aga�nst the�r w�ll, to leave the�r property �n the hands of the



Commun�ty. The property was freely y�elded up, though w�th the
utmost regret. My op�n�on therefore �s that the exper�ment fa�led at
the t�me �t d�d, through lack of fa�th �n those who had the funds, and
lack of funds �n those who had the fa�th."

Dr. A. Brooke, who devoted h�s land to the Marlboro Commun�ty,
but stepped out h�mself, because he would not be conf�ned to
anyth�ng less than Commun�sm w�th the world, afterwards tr�ed a
l�ttle exper�ment of h�s own, wh�ch fa�led and left no h�story.
Macdonald v�s�ted h�m �n 1844, and reports some cur�ous th�ngs
about h�m, wh�ch may g�ve the reader an �dea of what was probably
the most rad�cal type of Commun�sm that was developed �n the
Soc�al�st�c rev�val of 1841-3.

"Dr. Brooke" says Macdonald, "was a tall, th�n man, w�th gray ha�r,
and beard qu�te unshaven. H�s face rem�nded me of the anc�ent
Ph�losophers. H�s only cloth�ng was a sh�rt and pantaloons; noth�ng
else on e�ther body, head, or feet. He �nv�ted us �nto h�s comfortable
parlor, wh�ch was neatly furn�shed and had a good supply of books
and papers. Our breakfast cons�sted of cold baked apples, cold corn
bread, and I th�nk potatoes.

"We quest�oned h�m much concern�ng h�s strange not�ons, and �n
the course of conversat�on I remarked, that such men as Robert
Owen, Charles Four�er, Jos�ah Warren and others, had each a
certa�n number of fundamental pr�nc�ples, upon wh�ch to base the�r
theor�es, and I w�shed to understand def�n�tely what fundamental
pr�nc�ples he had, and how many of them. He repl�ed that he had
only one pr�nc�ple, and that was to do what he cons�dered r�ght. He
sa�d he attended the s�ck whenever he was called upon, for wh�ch he
made no charge. When he wanted anyth�ng wh�ch he knew one of
h�s ne�ghbors could supply, he sent to that ne�ghbor for �t. He
shewed me a br�ck out-bu�ld�ng at the back of h�s cottage, wh�ch he
sa�d had been put up for h�m by masons �n the v�c�n�ty. He made �t
known that he wanted such work done, and no less than f�ve men
came to do �t for h�m."

Macdonald adds the follow�ng story:



"I remember when �n C�nc�nnat�, one Sunday afternoon at a
Four�er meet�ng I heard Mr. Benjam�n Urner read a letter from Dr. A.
Brooke to some hardware merchants �n C�nc�nnat� (the Brothers
Donaldson �n Ma�n street, I bel�eve), tell�ng them that h�s necess�t�es
requ�red a var�ety of agr�cultural tools, such as a plow, harrow, axes,
etc., and request�ng that they m�ght be sent on to h�m. He stated that
he had g�ven up the use of money, that he gave h�s profess�onal
serv�ces free of cost to those whose necess�t�es demanded them,
and for any th�ng h�s necess�t�es requ�red he appl�ed to those whom
he thought able to g�ve. Mr. Urner stated that th�s strange �nd�v�dual
had been the post-master of the place where he now l�ved, but that
he had g�ven up the off�ce so that he m�ght not have to use money.
He also �nformed us that the hardware merchants very k�ndly sent on
the art�cles to Dr. Brooke free of cost; wh�ch announcement gave
great sat�sfact�on to the meet�ng."

CHAPTER XXVII.

PRAIRIE HOME COMMUNITY.ToC

Th�s Assoc�at�on (another �nd�genous product�on) w�th several l�ke
attempts, or�g�nated w�th Mr. John O. Wattles, Valent�ne N�cholson
and others, who, after attend�ng a soc�al�st�c convent�on �n New York
�n 1843, lectured on Assoc�at�on at var�ous places on the�r way back
to the West. Orson S. Murray, the ed�tor of the Regenerator, was
also �nterested �n th�s Commun�ty, and was on h�s way w�th h�s
pr�nt�ng establ�shment to jo�n �t and publ�sh h�s paper under �ts



ausp�ces, when he was wrecked on Lake Er�e, and lost nearly every
th�ng but h�s l�fe.

Pra�r�e Home �s a beaut�ful locat�on near West L�berty �n Logan
County, Oh�o. The doma�n cons�sted of over f�ve hundred acres; half
of wh�ch on the h�lls was well-t�mbered, and the rema�nder was �n
f�ne r�ch f�elds stretch�ng across the pra�r�e.

The members numbered about one hundred and th�rty, nearly all
of whom were born and bred �n the West. Of fore�gners there were
only two Engl�shmen and one German. Most of the members were
agr�cultur�sts. Many of them had been H�cks�te Quakers. A few were
from other sects, and some from no sect at all. There were but few
ch�ldren.

A few months before the d�ssolut�on of th�s Commun�ty Macdonald
v�s�ted �t, and sta�d several days. H�s goss�p�ng report of what he saw
and heard g�ves as good an �ns�de v�ew of the trans�tory spec�es of
Assoc�at�ons as any we f�nd �n h�s collect�ons. We quote the most of
�t:

Macdonald's v�s�t at Pra�r�e Home.
"On arr�v�ng at West L�berty I �nqu�red eagerly for the Commun�ty;

but when very coldly and doubtfully told that �t was somewhere down
the Urbana road, and see�ng that folks �n the town d�d not seem to
know or care much where �t was, my ardor sens�bly abated, and I
began to doubt whether �t was much of an affa�r after all; but I
pushed on, anx�ous at once to see the place.

"On reach�ng the spot where I was told I should f�nd the
Commun�ty, I turned off from the ma�n road up a lane, and soon met
a gaunt-look�ng �nd�v�dual, rough but very pol�te, hav�ng the look of a
Quaker, wh�ch I afterwards found he was. He spoke k�ndly to me,
and d�rected me where to go. There was a two-story frame house at
the entrance of the lane, wh�ch belonged to the Commun�ty; also a
log cab�n at the other corner of the lane. After walk�ng a short
d�stance I arr�ved at another two-story frame house, oppos�te to
wh�ch was a large flour-m�ll on a l�ttle stream, and an old saw-m�ll,
look�ng very rough. At the door of the dwell�ng-house there was a



group of women and g�rls, p�ck�ng wool; and as �t was just noon,
many men came �n from var�ous parts of the farm to take the�r
d�nner. At the back of the house there was a long shed, w�th a rough
table down the center, and planks for seats on each s�de, on wh�ch
th�rty or forty people sat. I was k�ndly rece�ved by them, and �nv�ted
to d�nner; and a good d�nner �t was, cons�st�ng of coarse brown
bread p�led up �n broken lumps, d�shes of large potatoes unpeeled,
some potato-soup, and a supply of melons for a second course.

"I sat bes�de a Dr. Hard, who not�ced that I took a l�ttle salt w�th my
potatoes, and remarked to me that �f I absta�ned from �t, I would have
my taste much more perfect. There was but l�ttle salt on the table,
and I saw no person touch �t. There was no an�mal food of any k�nd
except m�lk, wh�ch one or two of them used. They all appeared to eat
heart�ly. The women wa�ted upon the table, but the var�ety of d�shes
be�ng small, each person so attended to h�mself that wa�t�ng was
rendered almost unnecessary. All d�splayed a rude pol�teness.

"After d�nner I fell �n w�th a cab�net-maker, a young man from Bond
street, London, and had qu�te a chat w�th h�m; also an elderly man
from England, John Wood by name, who was acqua�nted w�th the
soc�al�st�c movement �n that country. I then went to see the man work
the saw-m�ll, and was much pleased w�th h�s apparent �nterest and
�ndustry.

"Not f�nd�ng the acqua�ntance I was �n search of at th�s place, and
hear�ng that he was at another Commun�ty or branch of Pra�r�e
Home, about n�ne m�les d�stant �n a northerly d�rect�on (wh�ch they
called the Upper Doma�n or H�ghland Home or Zanesf�eld), I
determ�ned to see h�m that n�ght, and after obta�n�ng necessary
�nformat�on I started on my journey.

"The walk was long, and �t was dark before I reached the
Commun�ty farm. At length the fr�endly bow-wow of a dog told of the
hab�table dwell�ng, and soon I was �n the comfortable and pretty
look�ng farm house at H�ghland Home. Th�s Commun�ty cons�sted of
only ten or twelve persons. Here I found my fr�end, and after a
wholesome Graham�te supper of corn-bread, apple-p�e and m�lk, I
had a long conversat�on w�th h�m and others on Commun�ty matters.



I put many quest�ons to them, all of wh�ch were answered
sat�sfactor�ly. Here �s a spec�men of our d�alogue:

"Do you make laws? No. Does the major�ty govern the m�nor�ty?
No. Have you any delegated power? No. Any k�nd of government?
No. Do you express op�n�ons and pr�nc�ples as a body? No. Have
you any form of soc�ety or test for adm�ss�on of members? No. Do
you ass�st runaway slaves? Yes. Must you be Graham�tes? No. Do
you object to rel�g�on�sts? No. What are the terms of adm�ss�on? The
land �s free to all; let those who want, come and use �t. Any part�cular
trades? No. Can persons take the�r earn�ngs away w�th them when
they leave? Yes.

"The�r lead�ng pr�nc�ple, they repeatedly told me, was to endeavor
to pract�ce the golden rule, 'Do as you would be done by.'

"The next morn�ng I took a walk round the farm. It was a n�ce
place, and appeared to have been well kept formerly, but now there
was some d�sorder. The workmen appeared to be w�thout clear �deas
of the dut�es they were to perform. It seemed as �f they had not made
up the�r m�nds what they could do, or what they �ntended to do.
Some of them were feeble-look�ng men, and �n conversat�on w�th
them I ascerta�ned that several, both here and at Pra�r�e Home, had
adopted the present mode of Graham�te l�v�ng to �mprove the�r
health.

"Phrenology seemed to be pretty generally understood, and I was
surpr�sed to hear rude-look�ng men, almost ragged, plough�ng,
fence-mak�ng, and �n l�ke employments, converse so freely upon
Phrenology, Phys�ology, Magnet�sm, Hydropathy, &c. The
Phrenolog�cal Journal was taken by several of them.

"I v�s�ted a ne�ghbor�ng farm, sa�d to belong to the Commun�ty, the
res�dence, I bel�eve, of Horton Brown, w�th whom I had an �nterest�ng
conversat�on on rel�g�on and Commun�ty matters. He sa�d they took
the golden rule as the�r gu�de, 'Do unto others as ye would have
others do unto you.' I rem�nded h�m that even the golden rule was
subject to �nd�v�dual �nterpretat�on, and m�ght be m�s�nterpreted.



"Saturday, August 25, 1844.—I not�ced several persons here were
s�ck w�th var�ous compla�nts, and those who were not s�ck labored
very le�surely. Dur�ng the day four men arr�ved from Ind�ana to see
the place and 'jo�n the Commun�ty;' but there were no
accommodat�ons for them. They reported qu�te a st�r �n Ind�ana �n
regard to the Commun�ty.

"In the afternoon my fr�end was ready to return to C�nc�nnat�,
wh�ther he was go�ng to try and �nduce h�s fam�ly to come to
Zanesf�eld. We walked to Pra�r�e Home that even�ng. At n�ght we
were d�rected to sleep at the two-story frame house at the entrance
of the lane. At that place there seemed to be much confus�on; too
many people and too many �dlers among them. The young women
were most �ndustr�ous, attend�ng to the supper table and the
prov�s�ons �n a very steady, bus�ness-l�ke manner; but the young
men were mostly loung�ng about do�ng noth�ng. At bed-t�me there
were too many persons for each to be accommodated w�th a bed; so
the females all went up sta�rs and slept as they could; and the males
slept below, all spread out �n rows upon the floor. Th�s was
unpleasant, and as the sequel proved, could not long be endured.

"Pra�r�e Home, Sunday, August 26.—In the morn�ng, there was a
soc�al meet�ng of all the members. The weather was too wet and
cold for them to meet on the h�lls, as was �ntended; so they
adjourned to the flour-m�ll, and seated themselves as best they
could, on cha�rs and planks, men and women all together. Such a
meet�ng as th�s was qu�te a novel s�ght for me. There was no
cha�rman, no secretary and no const�tut�on or by-laws to preserve
order. Yet I never saw a more orderly meet�ng. The d�scuss�ons
seemed ch�efly relat�ng to agr�cultural matters. One man rose and
stated that there was certa�n plow�ng to be done on the follow�ng
day, and �f �t was thought best by the brothers and s�sters, he would
do �t. Another rose and sa�d he would volunteer to do the plow�ng �f
the f�rst one pleased, and he m�ght do someth�ng else. There
appeared to be some compet�t�on �n respect to what each should do,
and yet a strong non-res�stant pr�nc�ple was man�fest, wh�ch seemed
to smooth over any d�ff�culty. There was some talk about money and
the lease of the property, and several persons spoke, both male and



female, apparently just as the sp�r�t moved them. At the close of the
meet�ng some s�ng�ng was attempted, but �t was very poor �ndeed.
The folks scattered to the houses for d�nner, and as usual took a
pretty good supply of the potatoes, potato-soup, brown bread, apples
and apple butter, together w�th large quant�t�es of melons of var�ous
k�nds.

"Ow�ng to the cold weather the people were all huddled together
�ns�de the houses. The rooms were too small, and many of the
young men were compelled to sleep �n the m�ll. Altogether there
were too many persons brought together for the scanty
accommodat�ons of the place.

"Monday, August 27.—The w�nd blew hard, and threw down a
large stack of hay. It was �nterest�ng to see the rap�d�ty w�th wh�ch a
group of volunteers put �t �n order aga�n. The party seemed to act
w�th perfect un�on.

"Several persons arr�ved to jo�n the Commun�ty; among the rest a
farmer and h�s fam�ly �n a large wagon, w�th a lot of household stuff.

"I watched several men at work �n d�fferent places, and to one
party I could not help express�ng myself thus: 'If you fa�l, I w�ll g�ve �t
up; for never d�d I see men work so well or so brotherly w�th each
other.' But all were not thus �ndustr�ous; for I saw some who merely
crawled about (probably s�ck), just look�ng on l�ke myself, at any
th�ng wh�ch fell �n the�r way. There was ev�dent d�sorder, show�ng a
trans�t�on state toward e�ther harmony or anarchy. I am sorry to say,
�t too soon proved to be the latter.

"After d�nner some one suggested hav�ng a meet�ng to talk about
a plow. W�th some l�ttle exert�on they managed to get ten or twelve
men together. Then they sat down and reasoned w�th each other at
great length. But �t was very uneconom�cal, I thought, to br�ng so
many persons together from the�r work, to talk so much about so
small a matter. A plow had to be repa�red; some one must and d�d
volunteer to go to the town w�th �t; he wanted money to pay for �t;
there was no money; he must take a bag of corn or wheat, and trade
that off to pay for the repa�rs; a wagon had to be got out; two horses



put to �t, and a journey of some m�les made, and nearly a day of t�me
expended about such a tr�fl�ng job.

"I went to see the saw-m�ll at work; found one or two men engaged
at �t. They were work�ng for customers, and got a certa�n port�on of
the lumber for what they sawed. I then went �nto an old log cab�n and
found my acqua�ntance, the cab�net-maker. On my �nqu�r�ng how he
l�ked Commun�ty, he told me the follow�ng story: He came from
London to f�nd fr�ends �n Ind�ana, and brought w�th h�m a f�ne chest
of tools. On h�s arr�val, he found h�s fr�ends about to start for
Commun�ty; so he came w�th them. He brought h�s tools w�th h�m,
but left them at Zanesf�eld, and came down here. The folks at
Zanesf�eld, want�ng a plane, a saw and ch�sels, and know�ng that h�s
box was there, hav�ng no key, actually broke open the box, and
under the �nfluence of the common-property �dea, helped themselves
to the tools, and spo�led them by us�ng them on rough work. He had
got h�s chest away from there. He sa�d he had no object�on to the�r
us�ng the tools, �f they knew how and d�d not spo�l them. I saw one or
two large ch�sels w�th p�eces ch�pped out of them and planes n�cked
by na�ls, all �nnocently and �gnorantly done by the brothers, who
scarcely saw any wrong �n �t.

"It was �nterest�ng to see the groups of unshaven men. There were
men between forty and f�fty years of age, who had shaved all the�r
l�ves before, but now they let the�r beards grow, and looked
feroc�ous. The young men looked well, and some of them rather
handsome, w�th the�r soft beards and ha�r uncut; but the elderly ones
d�d certa�nly look ugly. There was a German of a th�n, gaunt f�gure,
about f�fty years of age, w�th a large, stubby, gray beard, and an �ll-
tempered countenance.

"John Wood, the Engl�shman, a pretty good spec�men, blunt,
open-hearted and �ndependent, had got three p�gs �n a pen, wh�ch
he fed and took care of. They were the only an�mals on the place,
except the horses. But exerc�s�ng h�s r�ghts, he sa�d, 'If the rest of
them d�d not want meat, he d�d—for he l�ked a b�t o'meat.'

"I was �nformed that all the an�mals on the place, when the
Commun�ty took possess�on of the doma�n, were allowed to go



where they pleased; or those who wanted them were free to take
them.

"Before the meet�ng on Sunday, groups of men stood round the
house talk�ng; some two or three of them, �nclud�ng John Wood and
the Dutchman (as he was called) were clean�ng themselves up a b�t;
and John had blackened and pol�shed h�s boots; after wh�ch he
carefully put the black�ng and brushes away. Out came the
Dutchman and looked round for the same utens�ls. Not see�ng them,
he asked the Engl�shman for the 'prushes.' So John br�ngs them out
and hands them to h�m. Whereupon the Dutchman marches to the
front of the porch, and �n wrathful style, w�th the brushes upl�fted �n
h�s hand, he addresses the assembled crowd: 'He-ar! lookee he-ar!
Do you call d�s Commun�ty? Is d�s common property? See he-ar! I
ask h�m for de prushes to placken m�ne poots, and he g�ve me de
prushes, and not g�ve me de plack�ng!' Th�s was sa�d w�th great
exc�tement. 'He never saw such commun�ty as dat; he could not
understand; he tought every t�ng was to be common to all!' But John
Wood good-humoredly expla�ned that he had bought a box of
black�ng for h�mself, and �f he gave �t to every one who wanted to
black boots, he would very soon be w�thout any; so he shut �t up for
h�s own use, and those who wanted black�ng must buy �t for
themselves.

"I not�ced there was some carelessness w�th the farm tools. There
was a small shed �n wh�ch all the scythes, hoes, axes, &c., were
supposed to be depos�ted when not �n use. But they were not always
returned there. It appeared that these tools were used
�nd�scr�m�nately by any one and every one, so that one day a man
would have one ax or scythe, and the next day another. Th�s was
ev�dently not agreeable �n pract�ce; for every work�ng-man well
knows that he forms attachments for certa�n tools, as much as he
does for fr�ends, and h�s hand and heart get used to them, as �t were,
so that he can use them better than he can strange ones.

"W�th these few not�ces of fa�l�ngs, I must say I never saw a better-
hearted or more �ndustr�ous set of fellows. They appeared to struggle
hard to effect someth�ng, yet �t seemed ev�dent that someth�ng was
lack�ng among them to make th�ngs work well. It m�ght have been



organ�zed laws, or government of some k�nd; �t m�ght have been a
def�n�te bond of un�on, or a prom�nent leader. It �s certa�n there was
some power or �nfluence needed, to d�rect the force mustered there,
and make �t work econom�cally and harmon�ously.

"People kept com�ng and go�ng, and were ready to do someth�ng;
but there was nobody to tell them what to do, and they d�d not know
what to do themselves. They had to eat, dr�nk and sleep; and they
expected to obta�n the means of do�ng so; but they seemed not to
reflect who was go�ng to supply these means, or where they were to
come from. Some seemed greedy and reckless, eat�ng all the t�me,
cutt�ng melons out of the garden and from among the corn, eat�ng
them and throw�ng the peels and seeds about the foot-paths and
door-ways.

"There was an abundance of f�ne corn on the doma�n, abundance
of melons of all k�nds, and, I bel�eve, plenty of apples at the upper
Commun�ty. Much prov�s�on had been brought and sent there by
farmers who had entered �nto the sp�r�t of the cause. For �nstance
there were some wagon-loads of potatoes and apples sent, as well
as quant�t�es of unbolted wheat meal, of wh�ch the bread was made.

"On my ask�ng about the �dlers, the reply was, 'Oh! they w�ll not
stop here long; �t �s uncongen�al to lazy people to be among
�ndustr�ous ones; and for the�r l�v�ng, �t don't cost much more than
f�fty cents per week, and they can surely earn that.'

"At the Sunday meet�ng before ment�oned, the enthus�asm of
some was great. One man sa�d he left h�s home �n Ind�ana; he had a
house there, wh�ch he thought at f�rst to reserve �n case of acc�dent;
but he f�nally concluded that �f he had any th�ng to fall back upon, he
could not g�ve h�s heart and soul to the cause as he wanted to; so he
gave up every th�ng he possessed, and put �t �nto Commun�ty.
Others d�d the same, wh�le some had reserved property to fall back
upon. Some sa�d they had lands wh�ch they would put �nto the
Commun�ty, �f they could get r�d of them; but the t�mes were so hard
that there was much scarc�ty of money, and the lands would not sell.

"From all I saw I judged that the Commun�ty was too loosely put
together, and that they had not ent�re conf�dence �n each other; and I



left them w�th forebod�ngs.
"The exper�ment lasted scarcely a year. On the 25th of October,

about two months after my v�s�t, they had a meet�ng to talk over the�r
affa�rs. More than three thousand dollars had been pa�d on the
property; but the land owner was pressed w�th a mortgage, and so
pressed them. One man sold h�s farm and got part of the requ�red
sum ready to pay. Others who owned farms could not sell them; and
the consequence was, that accord�ng to agreement they were
obl�ged to g�ve up the papers; so they surrendered the doma�n and
all upon �t, �nto the hands of the or�g�nal propr�etor.

"The members then scattered �n var�ous d�rect�ons. Several were
cons�derable losers by the attempt, wh�le many had noth�ng to lose.
At the present t�me I learn that there are men and women of that
Commun�ty who are st�ll ready w�th hands and means to try the good
work aga�n. The cause of fa�lure ass�gned by the Commun�sts was
the�r not own�ng the land they settled upon; but I th�nk �t very doubtful
whether they could have kept together �f the land had been free; for
as I have before sa�d, there was someth�ng else wanted to make
harmony �n labor."

CHAPTER XXVIII.

THE TRUMBULL PHALANX.ToC

Th�s exper�ment or�g�nated among the Soc�al�st enthus�asts of
P�ttsburg, Pennsylvan�a. Its doma�n at Bracev�lle, Trumbull County,



Oh�o, was selected and a commencement was made �n the spr�ng of
1844. From th�s date t�ll �ts fa�lure �n the latter part of 1847, we f�nd �n
the Phalanx and Harb�nger some s�xteen not�ces of �t, long and
short, from wh�ch we are to gather �ts h�story. We w�ll quote the
sal�ent parts of these not�ces; and so let the fr�ends of the exper�ment
speak for themselves. The rose-color of the�r representat�ons w�ll be
corrected by the ult�mate facts. Th�s was one of the three most
notable exper�ments �n the Four�er epoch—the North Amer�can and
the W�scons�n Phalanxes be�ng the other two.

[From a letter of Mr. Jehu Bra�nerd, June 29, 1844.]
"The locat�on wh�ch th�s soc�ety has chosen, �s a very beaut�ful

one and �s s�tuated �n the north-west quarter of Bracev�lle townsh�p,
e�ght m�les west of Warren, and f�ve m�les north of Newton Falls.

"The doma�n was purchased of Mr. El� Barnum, at twelve dollars
per acre, and cons�sts of two hundred and e�ghty acres of the
cho�cest land, about half of wh�ch �s under good cult�vat�on. There �s
a valuable and durable m�ll pr�v�lege on the doma�n, valued at three
thousand s�x hundred dollars; and at the t�me the purchase was
made, there were �n successful operat�on, a gr�st-m�ll w�th two run of
stones, an o�l-m�ll, saw-m�ll, double card�ng-mach�ne, and cloth-
dress�ng works.

"The pr�nc�pal bu�ld�ngs on the doma�n are a large two story br�ck
house, gr�st-m�ll and o�l-m�ll, very large, substant�al, and ent�rely new,
framed and well pa�nted, and a large barn; the other bu�ld�ngs,
though suff�c�ent for present accommodat�on, are old and somewhat
decayed.

"There has been already subscr�bed �n real estate stock, most of
wh�ch �s w�th�n two m�les and less of the doma�n, n�ne hundred and
f�fty-seven acres of land, mostly �mproved farms, wh�ch were valued
(�nclud�ng neat stock, gra�n, &c.) at s�xteen thousand one hundred
and f�fty dollars. F�ve hundred dollars cash cap�tal has also been
subscr�bed and pa�d �n; and about s�x hundred dollars �n lathes,
tools, mach�nery, &c., �nclud�ng one hundred thousand feet of
lumber, have been rece�ved.



"There are th�rty-f�ve fam�l�es now belong�ng to the Assoc�at�on, �n
all one hundred and forty persons; of th�s number forty-three are
males over twenty-one years of age. Unt�l accommodat�ons can be
prepared on the doma�n, some of the fam�l�es w�ll res�de on the
farms subscr�bed as stock. It �s the �ntent�on to commence an ed�f�ce
of br�ck th�s present summer, and extend �t from t�me to t�me, as the
�ncrease of members may requ�re, or the funds of the soc�ety adm�t.
For present necess�ty, temporary bu�ld�ngs are erected."

[From a letter of N.C. Meeker, August 10, 1844.]
"The number of persons belong�ng to the Phalanx �s about two

hundred; some res�de on the doma�n proper; others on more d�stant
farms belong�ng to the Phalanx. Indeed as regards room, they are
much crowded, res�d�ng �n loose sheds. Nevertheless, on no
cons�derat�on would they exchange present cond�t�ons for former
ones. More conven�ent res�dences are to be erected forthw�th, but �t
�s not contemplated to erect the Phalanstery or f�nal ed�f�ce for a year
or so, or unt�l they are possessed of suff�c�ent means. Then the
magn�f�cent palace of the Comb�ned Order w�ll equally shame the
temples of ant�qu�ty and the card-houses of modern days.

"For the present year hard work and few of the attract�ons of
Assoc�at�on are expected. Almost everyth�ng �s unf�tted for the use of
Assoc�at�ons, be�ng too �ns�gn�f�cant, or character�st�c of present
soc�ety; made to sell rather than to use. The members of the
Trumbull Phalanx, know�ng how to work truly, and fully
understand�ng that �t �s a g�gant�c labor to overturn the despa�r wh�ch
has been accumulat�ng so long �n men's bosoms, have nerved
themselves manfully, show�ng the true d�gn�ty of human nature.

"Labor �s part�ally organ�zed by the �nst�tut�ng of groups, and to
much advantage. Boys who were �dle and unproduct�ve, have
become producers, and a very f�ne garden �s the work of the�r hands.
They are under the charge of a proper person, who perm�ts them to
choose the�r foreman from among themselves, and at certa�n hours,
�n grounds la�d out for the purpose, to engage �n sports. Even the
men themselves, at the close of the work, f�nd agreeable and



salutary exerc�se �n a game of ball. Some go�ng to school, earn s�x or
seven sh�ll�ngs a week, and where they work �n the br�ck-yard, from
three to four sh�ll�ngs a day. These sums are not f�nal wages, but
perm�ts; for when a d�v�dend �s declared there w�ll be an add�t�onal
remunerat�on.

"On the Sabbath I attended the�r soc�al meet�ng, �n wh�ch those of
all persuas�ons part�c�pated. The l�beral v�ews and k�ndly feel�ngs
man�fested by the var�ous speakers were such as I had never heard
before. They spoke of the near relat�ons they susta�ned to each
other, and of the many bless�ngs they look to rece�ve �n the future;
meanwh�le the present un�ty gave them an �dea of heaven. One sp�r�t
of joy and gladness seemed to an�mate them, v�z; that they had
escaped from the wants, cares, and temptat�ons of c�v�l�zat�on, and
�nstead were placed where publ�c good �s the same as �nd�v�dual
good; hence noth�ng save pre-conce�ved prejud�ces, fast g�v�ng
away, prevent the�r lov�ng the�r ne�ghbors as themselves. Th�s �s the
sp�r�t of Chr�st�an�ty. The�r pos�t�on calls for un�on. No good can ar�se
from d�vers sects; no good ever d�d ar�se. They w�ll all un�te,
Presbyter�ans, D�sc�ples, Bapt�sts, Method�sts, and all; and �f any
name be needed, under that of Un�on�sm. After meet�ng the
sacrament was adm�n�stered; then followed a B�ble-class, and
s�ng�ng exerc�ses closed the day. [It would seem from th�s
descr�pt�on, that the rel�g�on of the Trumbull was more orthodox than
any we have found �n other Phalanxes.]

"Those not accustomed to v�ew the progress of comb�ned labor
w�ll be aston�shed to see aggregates. A vast br�ck-k�ln �s ra�sed �n a
short t�me; a touch plants a f�eld of corn, and a few weeks turns a
forest �nto a farm. Only a few of such results can be seen now; but
enough has been done at th�s Phalanx s�nce last spr�ng, to g�ve one
an �dea of the vast results wh�ch w�ll ar�se �n the days of the new
�ndustr�al world. Seat�ng myself �n the venerable orchard, w�th the
temporary dwell�ngs on the oppos�te s�de, the jo�ners at the�r
benches �n the�r open shops under the green boughs, and hear�ng
on every s�de the sound of �ndustry, the roll of wheels �n the m�lls,
and merry vo�ces, I could not help excla�m�ng mentally: Indeed my
eyes see men mak�ng haste to free the slave of all names, nat�ons



and tongues, and my ears hear them dr�v�ng, th�ck and fast, na�ls �nto
the coff�n of despot�sm. I can but look on the establ�shment of th�s
Phalanx as a step of as much �mportance as any wh�ch secured our
pol�t�cal �ndependence; and much greater than that wh�ch ga�ned the
Magna Charta, the foundat�on of Engl�sh l�berty.

"But as yet there �s noth�ng clearly demonstrated save by fa�th.
That wh�ch rema�ns to be seen �s, whether fam�l�es can be made to
assoc�ate �n peace, enjoy�ng the prof�ts as well as pleasures ar�s�ng
from publ�c tables, granar�es, store-houses, l�brar�es, schools,
gardens, walks and founta�ns; or, br�efer, whether a man w�ll be
w�ll�ng that he and h�s ne�ghbor should be happy together. Are men
forever to be such consummate fools as to neglect even the colossal
prof�ts of Assoc�at�on? Am I to be aston�shed by hear�ng sens�ble
men declare, because mank�nd have been the v�ct�ms of false
relat�ons, that these th�ngs are �mpract�cable? No, no! We have been
shown by the Columbus of the new �ndustr�al world how to solve the
problem of the egg, and a few caravels have adventured across the
unknown ocean, and are now, at the dawn of a new day, draw�ng
n�gh unto strange shores, covered w�th green, and load�ng the
breeze w�th the fragrance of unseen flowers.

"N����� C. M�����."



[From an off�c�al letter to a Convent�on of Assoc�at�ons �n New York,
s�gned by B. Rob�ns and H.N. Jones,

Pres�dent and Secretary of the Trumbull Phalanx, dated October 1,
1844.]

"We should have sent a delegate to your Convent�on or wr�tten
sooner, were not the ass�stance of all of our members da�ly
demanded, as also all our t�me, �n the bu�ld�ng up of Human�ty's
Home. In common w�th the �nhab�tants of the reg�on round about (�t
�s supposed on account of the dry season), we have had many
cases of fever and ague, a d�sease wh�ch has not been known here
for many years. Th�s has prevented our execut�ng var�ous plans for
organ�zat�on, etc., wh�ch we are now enter�ng upon. And now, w�th
each day, we have abundant cause to hope for a joyous future. We
have harmony w�th�n and sympathy w�thout; and be�ng persuaded
that these are sure �nd�cat�ons of success, we to�l on, 'heart w�th�n
and God o'erhead.'

"Further, our pecun�ary prospects br�ghten. Late arrangements
add to our means of pay�ng our debt, wh�ch �s l�ght; and
accumulat�ons of landed estate make us qu�te secure. Nevertheless
we feel that we are �n the trans�t�on per�od, us�ng var�ed and noble
elements not the most sk�llfully, and that we need more than man's
w�sdom to gu�de us.

"The un�on of the Assoc�at�ons we look upon as a great and noble
�dea, w�thout wh�ch the cha�n of un�versal un�ty were �ncomplete.
When we shall have emerged from the sea of c�v�l�zat�on, so that we
can do our own breath�ng, we shall be able to coöperate w�th our
fr�ends throughout the world, as members of the grand Phalanx.
Meanwh�le our hearts w�ll be w�th you, urg�ng you not to falter �n the
work �n wh�ch all the noble and healthy sp�r�t of the age �s engaged.

"Accompany�ng �s a copy of our const�tut�on. Our number �s over
two hundred. We have 1,500 acres of land, half under cult�vat�on,
and a cap�tal stock of $100,000. The branches of �ndustry are
suff�c�ently var�ed, but mostly agr�cultural."



[Letter to the P�ttsburg Sp�r�t of the Age, July 1845.]
"I have just returned from a v�s�t to the Trumbull Phalanx, and I can

but express my aston�shment at the cond�t�on �n wh�ch I found the
Assoc�at�on. I had never heard much of th�s Phalanx, and what l�ttle
had been sa�d, gave me no very favorable op�n�on of e�ther locat�on
or people, and �n consequence I went there somewhat prejud�ced
aga�nst them. I was pleased, however, to f�nd that they have a
beaut�ful and romant�c doma�n, a r�ch so�l, w�th all the natural and
art�f�c�al advantages they can des�re. The doma�n cons�sts of eleven
hundred acres �n all. The total cost of the real estate of the Phalanx
�s $18,428; on wh�ch they have pa�d $8,239, leav�ng a debt of
$10,189. The payments are remarkably easy; on the pr�nc�pal,
$1,000 are to be pa�d �n September next, and the same sum �n Apr�l
1846, and $1,133 �n Apr�l 1847, and the same sum annually
thereafter. They apprehend no d�ff�culty �n meet�ng the�r
engagements. Should they even fa�l �n mak�ng the f�rst payments,
they w�ll be �ndulged by the�r cred�tor. From th�s �t w�ll be seen that
the pecun�ary cond�t�on of the Trumbull Phalanx �s encourag�ng.

"The Phalanx has fee s�mple t�tles to many tracts of land, and a
house �n Warren, w�th wh�ch they w�ll secure cap�tal�sts who choose
to �nvest money, for the purpose of establ�sh�ng some branches of
manufactur�ng.

"There are about two hundred and f�fty people on the doma�n at
present, and weekly arr�vals of new members. The greater port�on of
them are able-bod�ed men, who are �ndustr�ous and devoted to the
cause �n wh�ch they are engaged. The lad�es perform the�r dut�es �n
th�s p�oneer movement �n a manner deserv�ng great pra�se. The
educat�onal department of the Phalanx �s well organ�zed. The
ch�ldren from e�ght to fourteen attend a manual-labor school, wh�ch
�s now �n successful operat�on. The advantages of Assoc�at�on are
real�zed �n the board�ng department. The cost per week for men,
women and ch�ldren, �s not more than forty cents.

"They soon expect to manufacture the�r own cloth�ng. Carders,
cloth-dressers, weavers etc., are now at work. These branches w�ll



be a source of prof�t to the Assoc�at�on. A good flour�ng-m�ll w�th two
run of stone �s now �n operat�on, wh�ch more than suppl�es the
bread-stuffs. They expect shortly to have four run of stone, when th�s
branch w�ll be of �mmense prof�t to the Assoc�at�on. The m�ll draws
the custom of the ne�ghborhood for a number of m�les around. Two
saw-m�lls are now �n operat�on, wh�ch cut s�x hundred thousand feet
per year, worth at least $3,000. The lumber �s pr�nc�pally sent to
Akron. A sh�ngle-mach�ne now �n operat�on, w�ll y�eld a revenue of
$3,000 or $4,000 per annum. Mach�nery for mak�ng wooden bowls
has been erected, wh�ch w�ll also y�eld a revenue of about $3,000.
An ashery w�ll y�eld the present season about $500. The
blacksm�ths, shoemakers, and other branches are do�ng well. A
wagon-shop �s �n progress of erect�on, and a tan-yard w�ll be sunk
and a house bu�lt, the second story of wh�ch �s �ntended for a shoe-
shop.

"Crops: th�rty acres of wheat, f�fty acres of oats, seventy acres of
corn, twelve acres of potatoes, f�ve acres of Engl�sh turn�ps, ten
acres of buckwheat, f�ve acres of garden truck, one and a half acres
of broom corn. There are f�ve hundred young peach trees �n the
nursery; two hundred apple trees �n the old orchard; (fru�t k�lled th�s
year). L�ve Stock: forty-f�ve cows, twelve horses, f�ve yoke of oxen,
twenty-f�ve head of cattle.

"From the above hasty sketch (for I can not f�nd t�me to speak of
th�s flour�sh�ng Assoc�at�on as I should), �t w�ll be seen that �t stands
f�rm. Under all the d�sadvantages of a new movement, the members
l�ve together, �n perfect harmony; and what �s grat�fy�ng, Mr. Van
Amr�nge �s there, cheer�ng them on �n the great cause by h�s
eloquence, and sett�ng them an example of devot�on to the good of
human�ty.

J.D.T."

[Ed�tor�al �n the Harb�nger August 23 1845.]
"T������� P������.—We rejo�ce to learn by a letter just rece�ved

from a member of th�s prom�s�ng Assoc�at�on, that they are go�ng
forward w�th strength and hope, determ�ned to make a full



exper�ment of the great pr�nc�ples wh�ch they have espoused. Have
pat�ence, brothers, for a short season; shr�nk not under the to�ls of
the p�oneer; let noth�ng daunt your courage, nor cloud your
cheerfulness; and soon you w�ll joy w�th the 'joy of harvest.' A few
years w�ll present the beaut�ful spectacle of prosperous, harmon�c,
happy Phalanxes, dott�ng the broad pra�r�es of the West, spread�ng
over �ts luxur�ant valleys, and rad�at�ng l�ght to the whole land that �s
now �n 'darkness and the shadow of death.' The whole Amer�can
people w�ll yet see that the organ�zat�on of �ndustry �s the great
problem of the age; that the sp�r�t of democracy must expand �n
un�versal un�ty; that coöperat�on �n labor and un�on of �nterest alone
can real�ze the freedom and equal�ty wh�ch have been made the
bas�s of our nat�onal �nst�tut�ons.

"We trust that our fr�ends at the Trumbull Phalanx w�ll let us hear
from them aga�n at an early date. We shall always be glad to
c�rculate any �ntell�gence w�th wh�ch they may favor us. Here �s what
they say of the�r present cond�t�on: 'Our crops are now com�ng �n;
oats are excellent, wheat and rye are about average, wh�le our corn
w�ll be super�or. We are thankful that we shall ra�se enough to carry
us through the year; for we know what �t �s to buy every th�ng. We
are certa�n of success, certa�n that the great pr�nc�ples of Assoc�at�on
are to be carr�ed out by us; �f not on one p�ece of ground, then on
another. L�terally we const�tute a Phalanx, a Phalanx wh�ch can not
be broken, let what w�ll oppose. And th�s you are author�zed to say �n
any place or manner.'"

[Letter of N.C. Meeker to the P�ttsburg Journal.]
"Trumbull Phalanx, September 13, 1845.

"R.M. R�����—S�r: I have the pleasure of �nform�ng the publ�c,
through the columns of the Commerc�al Journal, that we cons�der the
success of our Assoc�at�on as ent�rely certa�n. We have made our fall
payment of f�ve hundred dollars, and, what �s perhaps more
encourag�ng, we are at th�s moment engaged �n �ndustr�al operat�ons
wh�ch y�eld us th�rty dollars cash, each week. The waters are now
r�s�ng, and �n a few days, �n add�t�on to these works wh�ch are now �n



operat�on, we shall add as much more to the above revenue. The
Trumbull Phalanx may now be cons�dered as an ent�rely successful
enterpr�se.

"Our crops w�ll be enough to carry us through. Last year we pa�d
over a thousand dollars for prov�s�ons. We have s�xty-f�ve acres of
corn, f�fty-f�ve of oats, twenty-four of buckwheat, th�rty of wheat,
twenty of rye, twelve of potatoes, and two of broom-corn. Our corn,
ow�ng to the excellent so�l and super�or sk�ll of the foreman of the
farm�ng department, �s the best �n all th�s reg�on of country. Thus we
have already one of the great advantages of Assoc�at�on, �n secur�ng
the serv�ces of the most able and sc�ent�f�c, not for �nd�v�dual, self�sh
good, but for publ�c good. We are fortunate, also, that we shall be
able to keep all our stock of f�fty cows, etc., and not be obl�ged to
dr�ve them off or k�ll them, as the farmers do around us, for we have
nearly fodder enough from our gra�ns alone. Thus we are placed �n a
s�tuat�on for bu�ld�ng up an Assoc�at�on, for establ�sh�ng a perfect
organ�zat�on of �ndustry by means of the groups and ser�es, and �n
educat�on by the mon�tor�al manual-labor system, and shall
demonstrate that order, and not c�v�l�zat�on, �s heaven's f�rst law.

"Some e�ght or ten fam�l�es have lately left us, one-fourth because
they had been �n the hab�t of l�v�ng on better food (so they sa�d), but
the rema�nder because they were averse to our carry�ng out the
pr�nc�ples of Assoc�at�on as far as we thought they ought to be
carr�ed. On leav�ng, they rece�ved �n return whatever they asked of
us. They who enter Assoc�at�on ought f�rst to study themselves, and
learn wh�ch stage of Assoc�at�on they are f�tted for, the trans�t�onal or
the perfect. If they are w�ll�ng to endure pr�vat�ons, to eat coarse
food, somet�mes w�th no meat, but w�th m�lk for a subst�tute (th�s �s a
glor�ous resort for the Graham�tes), to l�ve on fr�endly terms w�th an
old hat or coat, rather than have the soc�ety run �n debt, and to have
pat�ence when many th�ngs go wrong, and are w�ll�ng to work long
and late to make them go r�ght, they may cons�der themselves f�tted
for the trans�t�on-per�od. But �f they s�gh for the flesh-pots and leeks
and on�ons of c�v�l�zat�on, feel melancholy w�th a patch on the�r back,
and growl because they can not have eggs and honey and warm
b�scu�t and butter for breakfast, they had better stay where they are,



and wa�t for the advent of perfect �ndustr�al Assoc�at�on. I am thus
tr�fl�ng �n contrast; for there �s noth�ng so ser�ous, hearty, and I m�ght
add, subl�me, as the bu�ld�ng up of a Phalanx, mak�ng and see�ng �t
grow day by day, and ant�c�pat�ng what fru�ts we shall enjoy when a
few years are past. Why, the heart of man has never yet conce�ved
what are the to-be results of the equ�l�br�al development of all the
powers and facult�es of man. It �s l�ke endeavor�ng to comprehend
the nature and pursu�ts of a sp�r�tual and super�or race of be�ngs.

"We are prepared to rece�ve members who are des�rous of un�t�ng
the�r �nterests w�th us, and of becom�ng truly devoted to the cause of
�ndustr�al Assoc�at�on.

"Yours truly,  N.C. M�����."

[From a letter to the Tr�bune, September 29, 1846.]
"The progress made by the Trumbull Phalanx �s do�ng great good.

People beg�n to say, 'If they could hang together under such bad
c�rcumstances for so long a t�me, and no d�ff�cult�es occur, what must
we hope for, now that they are pecun�ar�ly �ndependent?' You have
heard, I presume, that the P�ttsburghers have furn�shed money
enough to place that Assoc�at�on out of debt. I may be over-
sangu�ne, but I feel conf�dent of the�r complete success. I fear our
Eastern fr�ends have not suff�c�ent fa�th �n our efforts. Well, I trust we
may d�sappo�nt them. The Trumbull, so far as means amount to any
th�ng, stands f�rst of any Phalanx �n the Un�ted States; and as to
harmony among the members, I can only say that there has been no
d�ff�culty yet.

"Yours truly,  J.D.S."

[From the Harb�nger, January 2, 1847.]
"We have rece�ved the follow�ng grat�fy�ng account of the Trumbull

Phalanx. Every attempt of the k�nd here descr�bed, though not to be
regarded as an exper�ment of a model Phalanx, �s �n the h�ghest
degree �nterest�ng, as show�ng the advantages of comb�ned �ndustry



and soc�al un�on. Go forward, strong-hearted brothers, assured that
every step you take �s br�ng�ng us nearer the w�shed-for goal, when
the redempt�on of human�ty shall be fully real�zed. Th�s �s what they
say:

"'We are gett�ng along well. Our P�ttsburg fr�ends have lately sent
us two thousand dollars, and are to send more dur�ng the w�nter. We
are also add�ng to our numbers. We have an abundance to eat of
our own ra�s�ng; but as�de from th�s, our m�ll br�ngs suff�c�ent for our
support. We have put up a power-loom at our upper works, and are
about prepared to produce thereby suff�c�ent to clothe us. Hence, by
un�t�ng cap�tal, labor and sk�ll �n two mechan�cal branches, we
secure, w�th ord�nary �ndustry, what no equal number of fam�l�es �n
c�v�l�zat�on can be sa�d to possess ent�rely, a suff�c�ent amount of
food and cloth�ng. And these are �tems wh�ch pract�cal men know
how to value; and we know how to value them too, because they are
the results of our own efforts.

"'We have two schools, one belong�ng to the d�str�ct, that �s, a
State or publ�c school, and the other to the Phalanx, both taught by
persons who are members. In the latter school, among other
�mprovements, there are classes �n Phonography and Phonotopy,
learn�ng the new systems embraced by the wr�t�ng and pr�nt�ng
reformat�on, the progress of wh�ch �s h�ghly sat�sfactory.

"'On the whole, we feel that our success �s ensured beyond an
earthly doubt. Not but that we have yet to pass through try�ng
scenes. But we have encountered so many d�ff�cult�es that we are
not apprehens�ve but that we are prepared to meet others equally as
great. Indeed we feel that �f we had known at the commencement
what f�ery tr�als were to surround us, we should have hes�tated to
enter upon the enterpr�se. Now, be�ng fa�rly �n, we w�ll brave �t
through, and we th�nk you may look to see us grow w�th each year,
add�ng knowledge to wealth, and �ndustr�ous hab�ts to rel�g�ous
precepts and elevated sent�ments, t�ll we shall be prepared to enter
upon the comb�ned order, and, w�th our co-partners, who are now
breast and heart w�th us, lead the k�ngdoms of the earth �nto the
reg�ons of l�ght, l�berty and love.'"



[From the P�ttsburg Post, January 1847.]
"T������� P������.—Several P�ttsburgers have jo�ned the

above-named Assoc�at�on: and a suff�c�ent amount of money has
been contr�buted to place �t upon a sol�d foundat�on. It �s pecun�ar�ly
�ndependent, as we are �nformed; and the members are full of fa�th �n
complete success. Several letters have been rece�ved by persons �n
th�s c�ty from res�dent members of the Phalanx. We should l�ke to
have one of them for publ�cat�on, to show the feel�ngs wh�ch pervade
those who are work�ng out the problem of soc�al un�ty. They wr�te �n
substance, 'The Assoc�at�on �s prosperous, and we are all happy.'

"The Trumbull Phalanx �s now �n �ts th�rd or fourth year, and so far
has met w�th but few of the d�ff�cult�es ant�c�pated by the fr�ends or
enem�es of the cause. The progress has been slow, �t �s true, ow�ng
to a var�ety of causes, the pr�nc�pal one of wh�ch has been removed,
v�z.: debt. Much s�ckness ex�sted on the doma�n dur�ng the last
season, but no fears are felt for the future, as to the general health of
the ne�ghborhood."

[From a letter of C. Woodhouse, July 3, 1847.]
"Th�s Phalanx has been �n ex�stence nearly four years, and has

encountered many d�ff�cult�es and subm�tted to many pr�vat�ons.
D�ff�cult�es st�ll ex�st and pr�vat�ons are not now few or small; but so
great �s the change for the better �n less than four years, that they
are fully �mpressed w�th the prom�se of success. At no t�me, �ndeed,
have they met w�th as many d�ff�cult�es as the lonely settler �n a new
country meets w�th; for �n all the�r poverty they have been �n pleasant
company and have a�ded one another. They are now surrounded by
all the necessar�es and some of the comforts of l�fe. Each fam�ly has
a conven�ent dwell�ng, and so far as I can judge from a short v�s�t,
they enjoy the good of the�r labor, w�th no one to molest or make
them afra�d. Several branches of mechan�cal �ndustry are carr�ed on
there, but agr�culture �s the staff on wh�ch they pr�nc�pally lean. The�r
land �s very good, and of the�r thousand acres, over three hundred
are �mproved. The�r stock—horses, cattle and cows—look very well,
as the farmers say. The �mprovements and cond�t�on of the doma�n



bespeak thr�ft, �ndustry and pract�cal sk�ll. The Trumbull�tes are
workers. I saw no da�nty-f�ngered theor�sts there. When such do
come, I am �nformed, they do not stay long. Work �s the order of the
day. They would be glad of more le�sure; but at th�s stage of the
enterpr�se they put forth all the�r powers to redeem themselves from
debt, and make such �mprovements as w�ll conduce to th�s end and
at the same t�me add to the�r comforts. Not a cent �s expended �n
d�splay or for kn�cknacks. The Pres�dent l�ves �n a log house and
dr�ves team on the bus�ness of the Assoc�at�on. Whatever pol�t�c�ans
may say to the contrary, I th�nk he �s the only ver�table 'log-cab�n
Pres�dent' the whole land can show."

[From a letter of the Women of the Trumbull Phalanx to the Women
of the Boston Un�on of Assoc�at�on�sts, July 15, 1847.]

"It �s pla�n that our efforts must be d�fferent from yours. Yours �s the
part to arouse the �dle and �nd�fferent by your conversat�on, and by
contr�but�ng funds to susta�n and a�d publ�cat�ons. Ours �s the part to
organ�ze ourselves �n all the affa�rs of l�fe, �n the best manner that
our �mperfect �nst�tut�on w�ll perm�t; and, not least, to have fa�th �n our
own efforts. In th�s last part�cular we are somet�mes def�c�ent, for �t �s
�mposs�ble for us w�th our �mperfect and l�m�ted capac�t�es, clearly
and fully to foresee what fa�th and conf�dence �n God's prov�dence
can accompl�sh. We have been brought h�ther through doubts and
dangers, and through the shadows of the future we have no gu�de
save where duty po�nts the way.

"Our tr�als l�e �n the commonest walks. To forego conven�ences, to
l�ve poorly, dress homely, to l�sten calmly, reply m�ldly, and wa�t
pat�ently, are what we must become fam�l�ar w�th. True, these are
requ�rements by no means uncommon; but �mperfect be�ngs l�ke
ourselves are apt to �mag�ne that they alone are called upon to
endure. Yet, perhaps, we enjoy no less than the most of our sex;
nay, we are �n truth, s�sters the world round; �f one suffers, all suffer,
no matter whether she tends her husband's dogs am�dst the Polar
snows, or mounts her consort's funeral p�le upon the banks of the



Ganges. Together we weep, together we rejo�ce. We r�se, we fall
together.

"It would afford us much pleasure could we be assoc�ated
together. Could all the women f�tted to engage �n Soc�al Reform be
located on one doma�n, one can not �mag�ne the �mmense changes
that would ensue. We pray that we, or at least our ch�ldren, may l�ve
to see the day when k�ndred souls shall be perm�tted to coöperate �n
a sphere suff�c�ently extens�ve to call forth all our powers."

(From a letter of N.C. Meeker, August 11, 1847.)
"Our progress and prosper�ty are st�ll cont�nued. By th�s we only

mean that whatever we secure �s by overcom�ng many d�ff�cult�es.
Our tr�umphs, humble though they be, are ach�eved �n the same
manner that the poet or the sculptor or the chem�st ach�eves h�s, by
labor, by appl�cat�on; and we bel�eve that to produce the most useful
and beaut�ful th�ngs, the most labor and pa�ns are necessary.

"Our present d�ff�cult�es are, f�rst, want of a suff�c�ent number to
enable us to establ�sh �ndependent groups, as Four�er has la�d down.
The present arrangement �s as though we were all �n one group;
what �s earned by the body �s d�v�ded among �nd�v�duals accord�ng to
the amount of labor expended by each. Were our branches of
bus�ness fewer (for we carry on almost every branch of �ndustry
necessary to support us) we could organ�ze w�th less danger of
�nterrupt�on, wh�ch at present must be �ncessant; yet, at the same
t�me there would be less cho�ce of employment. Our number �s about
two hundred and f�fty, and that of labor�ng men not far from f�fty. Th�s
want of a greater number �s by no means a ser�ous d�ff�culty; st�ll,
one we w�sh were corrected by an add�t�on of sc�ent�f�c and
�ndustr�ous men, w�th some cap�tal.

"Aga�n, when the season �s wet, we have the fever and ague
among us to some extent, though prev�ous to our locat�ng here the
place was healthy. Whether �t w�ll be healthy �n future we of course
can not determ�ne, but see no reason why �t may not. The ague �s by
no means dangerous, but �t �s qu�te d�sagreeable, and dur�ng �ts
cont�nuance, �s qu�te d�scourag�ng. Upon the approach of cold



weather �t d�sappears, and we recover, feel�ng as strong and hopeful
as ever. Other d�seases do not v�s�t us, and the mortal�ty of the place
�s low, averag�ng thus far, almost four years, less than two annually,
and these were ch�ldren. We are conv�nced, however, that all cause
of the ague may be removed by a l�ttle outlay, wh�ch of course we
shall make.

"These are our ch�ef �ncumbrances at present; others have ex�sted
equally d�scourag�ng, and have been surmounted. The t�me was
when our very ex�stence for a per�od longer than a few months, was
exceed�ngly doubtful. Two or three heavy payments rema�ned due,
and our cred�tor was press�ng. Now we shall not owe h�m a cent t�ll
next Apr�l. By the ass�stance of our P�ttsburg fr�ends and Mr. Van
Amr�nge, we have been put �n th�s s�tuat�on. About half of our debt of
about $7,000 �s pa�d. All honor to Engl�shmen (W�ll�am Bayle �n
part�cular), who have thus set an example to the 'sons of '76.'"

[From a report of a Soc�al�st Convent�on at Boston, October 1847.]
"The cond�t�on and prospects of the exper�ments now �n progress

�n th�s country, espec�ally the North Amer�can, Trumbull and
W�scons�n Phalanxes, were d�scussed. Mr. Cooke has lately v�s�ted
all these Assoc�at�ons, and br�ngs back a large amount of �nterest�ng
�nformat�on. The s�tuat�on of the North Amer�can �s dec�dedly
hopeful; as to the other two, h�s �mpress�ons were of a less sangu�ne
tone than letters wh�ch have been recently publ�shed �n the
Harb�nger and Tr�bune. Yet �t �s not t�me to despa�r."

The reader w�ll hardly be prepared for the next news we have
about the Trumbull; but we have seen before that Assoc�at�ons are
apt to take sudden turns.

[Letter to the Harb�nger announc�ng fa�lure.]
"Bracev�lle, Oh�o, December 3, 1847.

To the Ed�tors of the Harb�nger,



"G��������: You and your readers have no doubt heard before
th�s of the d�ssolut�on of th�s Assoc�at�on, and the report �s but too
true; we have fallen. But we w�sh c�v�l�zat�on to know that �n our fall
we have not broken our necks. We have �ndeed caught a few pretty
bad scratches; but all our l�mbs are yet sound, and we mean to p�ck
ourselves up aga�n. We w�ll try and try aga�n. The �nfant has to fall
several t�mes before he can walk; but that does not d�scourage h�m,
and he succeeds; nor shall we be so eas�ly d�scouraged.

"Some errors, not �ntent�onal though fatal, have been comm�tted
here; we see them now, and w�ll endeavor to avo�d them. I bel�eve
that �t may be sa�d of us w�th truth, that our fa�lure �s a tr�umph. Our
fervent love for Assoc�at�on �s not quenched; we are not d�spersed;
we are not d�scouraged; we are not even scared. We know our own
pos�t�on. What we have done we have done del�berately and
�ntent�onally, and we th�nk we know also what we have to do. There
are, however, d�ff�cult�es �n our way: we are aware of them. We may
not succeed �n reörgan�z�ng here as we w�sh to do; but �f we fa�l, we
w�ll try elsewhere. There �s yet room �n th�s western world. We w�ll
f�rst offer ourselves, our exper�ence, our energ�es, and whatever
means are left us, to our s�ster Assoc�at�ons. We th�nk we are worth
accept�ng; but �f they have the �nhuman�ty to refuse, we w�ll try to
bu�ld a new h�ve somewhere else, �n the woods or on the pra�r�es.
God w�ll not dr�ve us from h�s own earth. He has lent �t to all men;
and we are men, and men of good �ntent�ons, of no s�n�ster mot�ves.
Our r�ghts are as good �n h�s eyes as those of our brothers.

"We do not deem �t necessary here to g�ve a deta�led account of
our affa�rs and c�rcumstances. It w�ll be suff�c�ent to say that,
however unfavorable they may be at present, we do not cons�der our
pos�t�on as desperate. We th�nk we know the remedy; and we �ntend
to use our best exert�ons to effect a cure. It may be proper also to
state that we have not �n any manner �nfr�nged our charter.

"I do not wr�te �n an off�c�al capac�ty, but I am author�zed to say,
gentlemen, that �f you can conven�ently, and w�ll, as soon as
pract�cable, g�ve th�s commun�cat�on an �nsert�on �n the Harb�nger,
you w�ll serve the cause, and obl�ge your brothers of the late
Trumbull Phalanx.



G.M.M."

After th�s decease, an attempt was made to resusc�tate the
Assoc�at�on; as w�ll be seen �n the follow�ng paragraphs:

[From a letter �n the Harb�nger, May 27, 1848.]
"W�th �mprov�dent ph�lanthropy, the Phalanx had adm�tted too

�nd�scr�m�nately; so that the soc�ety was rather an asylum for the
needy, s�ck and d�sabled, than a nucleus of eff�c�ent members,
carry�ng out w�th all the�r powers and energ�es, a system on wh�ch
they honestly rely for restor�ng the�r race to elevat�on and happ�ness.
They also had accepted unprof�table cap�tal, produc�ng absolutely
noth�ng, upon wh�ch they were pay�ng �nterest upon �nterest. All th�s
we�ghed most heav�ly on the eff�c�ent members. They made up the�r
m�nds to break up altogether.

"A new soc�ety has been organ�zed, wh�ch has bought at auct�on,
and very low, the doma�n w�th all �ts �mprovements. We, the new
soc�ety, purpose to work on the follow�ng foundat�on: Our object �s to
try the system of Four�er, so far as �t �s �n our power, w�th our l�m�ted
means, etc."

[From a letter �n the Harb�nger, July 15, 1848.]
"W�th respect to our l�ttle soc�ety here, we w�sh at present to say

only that �t �s go�ng on w�th alacr�ty and great hopes of success. We
are prepared for a few add�t�onal members w�th the requ�s�te
qual�f�cat�ons; but we do not th�nk �t exped�ent to do or say much to
�nduce any body to come on unt�l we see how we shall fare through
what �s called the s�ckly season. To the present date, however, we
may sum up our cond�t�on �n these three words: We are healthy,
busy and happy."

Th�s �s the last we f�nd about the new organ�zat�on. So we
conclude �t soon passed away. As �t �s best to hear all s�des, we w�ll
conclude th�s account w�th some extracts from a grumbl�ng letter,
wh�ch we f�nd among Macdonald's manuscr�pts.



[Account by a Malcontent.]
"A great port�on of the land was swampy, so much so that �t could

not be cult�vated. It la�d low, and had a creek runn�ng through �t,
wh�ch at t�mes overflowed, and caused a great deal of s�ckness to
the �nhab�tants of the place. The d�sease was mostly fever and ague;
and th�s was so bad, that three-fourths of the people, both old and
young, were shak�ng w�th �t for months together. Through the publ�c
pr�nts, persons favorable to the Assoc�at�on were �nv�ted to jo�n,
wh�ch had the effect of draw�ng many of the usual m�xed characters
from var�ous parts of the country. Some came w�th the �dea that they
could l�ve �n �dleness at the expense of the purchasers of the estate,
and these �deas they pract�cally carr�ed out; wh�lst others came w�th
good hearts for the cause. There were one or two des�gn�ng
persons, who came w�th no other �ntent than to push themselves �nto
s�tuat�ons �n wh�ch they could �mpose upon the�r fellow members;
and th�s, to a certa�n extent, they succeeded �n do�ng.

"When the people f�rst assembled, there was not suff�c�ent house
room to accommodate them, and they were huddled together l�ke
brutes; but they bu�lt some log cab�ns, and then tr�ed to establ�sh
some k�nd of order, by rules and regulat�ons. One of the�r laws was,
that all persons before becom�ng members must pay twenty-f�ve
dollars each. Some d�d pay th�s, but the major�ty had not the money
to pay. I th�nk most persons came there for a mere sh�ft. The�r
poverty and the�r quarrell�ng about what they called rel�g�on (for there
were many not�ons about wh�ch was the r�ght way to heaven), were
great drawbacks to success. Nearly all the bus�ness was carr�ed on
by barter, there was so l�ttle money. Labor was counted by the hour,
and was booked to each �nd�v�dual. Book�ng was about all the pay
they ever got. At the break�ng up, some of the members had due to
them for labor and stock, f�ve or s�x hundred dollars; and some of
them d�d not rece�ve as many cents.

"To g�ve an �dea of the state of th�ngs, I may ment�on that there
was a shrewd Yankee there, who establ�shed a board�ng-house and
pretended to accommodate boarders at very reasonable charges.
He was poor, but he made many sh�fts to get someth�ng for h�s



boarders to eat, though �t was but very l�ttle. There was seldom any
butter, cheese, or an�mal food upon the table, and what he called
coffee was made of burnt bread. He had no bedd�ng for the
boarders; they had to prov�de �t for themselves �f they could; �f not,
they had to sleep on the floor. For th�s board he charged $1.62 per
week, wh�le �t was proved that the cost per week for each �nd�v�dual
was not more than twenty cents. Th�s man professed to be a doctor,
(though I bel�eve he really knew no more of med�c�ne than any other
person there); and as there were so many persons s�ck w�th the
ague, he got plenty of work. Prev�ous to the break�ng up, he brought
�n h�s b�lls to the pat�ents (whom he had never benef�ted), charg�ng
them from ten to th�rty dollars each, and some even h�gher. But the
people be�ng very poor, he d�d not succeed �n recover�ng much of
what he called h�s 'just dues;' though by threats of the law he scared
some of them out of a tr�fle. There was another keen fellow, a
preacher and lawyer, who got �nto off�ce as secretary and treasurer,
and kept the accounts. When there was any money he had the
management of �t; and I bel�eve he knew perfectly well how to use �t
for h�s own advantage, wh�ch many of the members felt to the�r
sorrow. The property was supposed to have been held by
stockholders. Those who had the management of th�ngs know best
how �t was f�nally d�sposed of. For my part I th�nk th�s was the most
unsat�sfactory exper�ment attempted �n the West.

"J.M., member of the Trumbull Phalanx."

What a story of pass�on and suffer�ng can be traced �n th�s broken
mater�al! Study �t. Th�nk of the great hope at the beg�nn�ng; the
hero�sm of the long struggle; the b�tterness of the end. Th�s human
group was made up of husbands and w�ves, parents and ch�ldren,
brothers and s�sters, fr�ends and lovers, and had two hundred hearts,
long�ng for blessedness. Plodd�ng on the�r weary march of l�fe,
Assoc�at�on r�ses before them l�ke the m�rage of the desert. They see
�n the vague d�stance, magn�f�cent palaces, green f�elds, golden
harvests, sparkl�ng founta�ns, abundance of rest and romance; �n
one word, HOME—wh�ch also �s HEAVEN. They rush l�ke the th�rsty
caravan to real�ze the�r v�s�on. And now the scene changes. Instead



of reach�ng palaces, they f�nd themselves huddled together �n loose
sheds—th�rty-f�ve fam�l�es try�ng to l�ve �n dwell�ngs bu�lt for one.
They left the world to escape from want and care and temptat�on;
and behold, these hungry wolves follow them �n f�ercer packs than
ever. The gloom of debt �s over them from the beg�nn�ng. Aga�n and
aga�n they are on the br�nk of bankruptcy. It �s a constant quest�on
and doubt whether they w�ll "SUCCEED," wh�ch means, whether they
w�ll barely keep soul and body together, and pac�fy the�r cred�tors.
But they cheer one another on. "They must succeed; they w�ll
succeed; they are already succeed�ng!" These words they say over
and over to themselves, and shout them to the publ�c. St�ll debt
hangs over them. They get a subs�dy from outs�de fr�ends. But the
def�c�t �ncreases. Meanwh�le d�sease persecutes them. All through
the sultry months wh�ch should have been the�r work�ng t�me, they l�e
�dle �n the�r loose sheds, or where they can f�nd a place, sweat�ng
and sh�ver�ng �n m�sery and despa�r. Human paras�tes gather about
them, l�ke vultures scent�ng prey from afar. The�r own pass�ons
torment them. They are cursed w�th susp�c�on and the ev�l eye. They
quarrel about rel�g�on. They quarrel about the�r food. They d�spute
about carry�ng out the�r pr�nc�ples. E�ght or ten fam�l�es desert. The
rest worry on through the long years. Foes watch them w�th cruel
exultat�on. Fr�ends shout to them, "Hold on a l�ttle longer!" They hold
on just as long as they can, �ns�st�ng that they are successful, or are
just go�ng to be, t�ll the last. Then comes the "break up;" and who
can tell the agon�es of that great corporate death!

If the reader �s w�ll�ng to peer �nto the darkest depths of th�s
suffer�ng, let h�m read aga�n and cons�der well that suppressed wa�l
of the women where they speak of the "polar snows" and the "funeral
p�le;" and let h�m th�nk of all that �s meant when the men say, "If we
had known at the commencement what f�ery tr�als were to surround
us, we should have hes�tated to enter on the enterpr�se. But now
be�ng fa�rly �n, we w�ll brave �t through!" See how pathet�cally these
sold�ers of despa�r, w�th defeat �n full v�ew, offer themselves to other
Assoc�at�ons, and take comfort �n the assurance that God w�ll not
dr�ve them from the earth! See how the heroes of the "forlorn hope,"
after defeat has come, turn aga�n and reörgan�ze, refus�ng to
surrender! The end came at last, but left no record.



Th�s �s not comedy, but d�rest tragedy. God forb�d that we should
r�d�cule �t, or th�nk of �t w�th any feel�ng but saddest sympathy. We
ourselves are thoroughly acqua�nted w�th these he�ghts and depths.
These men and women seem to us l�ke brothers and s�sters. We
could eas�ly weep w�th them and for them, �f �t would do any good.
But the better way �s to learn what such suffer�ngs teach, and hasten
to f�nd and show the true path, wh�ch these p�lgr�ms m�ssed; that so
the�r �llus�ons may not be repeated forever.

CHAPTER XXIX.

THE OHIO PHALANX.ToC

Th�s Assoc�at�on, or�g�nally called the Amer�can Phalanx,
commenced w�th a very amb�t�ous programme and flatter�ng
prospects; but �t d�d not last so long as many of �ts contemporar�es. It
belonged to the P�ttsburg group of exper�ments. The founder of �t
was E.P. Grant. Mr. Van Amr�nge was one of �ts leaders, whom we
saw busy at the Trumbull. The f�rst announcement of �t we f�nd �n the
th�rd number of the Phalanx, as follows:

[From the Phalanx, December 5, 1843.]
"G���� M������� �� ��� W���.—The fr�ends of Assoc�at�on �n

Oh�o and other port�ons of the West, have undertaken the
organ�zat�on of a Phalanx upon qu�te an extended scale. They have
secured a magn�f�cent tract of land on the Oh�o, have framed a



const�tut�on, and taken prel�m�nary steps to make an early
commencement.

The projectors say: "We feel pleasure �n announc�ng that the
Amer�can Phalanx has contracted for about two thousand acres of
land �n Belmont County, Oh�o, known as the Pultney farm, ly�ng
along the Oh�o r�ver, seven or e�ght m�les below Wheel�ng; and that
suff�c�ent means are already pledged to remove all doubts as to the
format�on of an Assoc�at�on, as soon as the doma�n can be prepared
for the recept�on of the members. The land has been purchased of
Col. J.S. Shr�ver, of Wheel�ng, V�rg�n�a, at th�rty dollars per acre,
payable at the pleasure of the Assoc�at�on, �n sums not less than
$5,000. The payment of s�x per cent. �nterest sem�-annually, �s
secured by a l�en on the land.

"The tract selected �s two and a-half m�les �n length from north to
south, and of somewhat �rregular breadth, by reason of the
curvatures of the Oh�o r�ver, wh�ch forms �ts eastern boundary. It
conta�ns s�x hundred acres of bottom land, all cleared and under
cult�vat�on; the res�due �s h�ll land of a fert�l�ty truly surpr�s�ng and
�ndeed �ncred�ble to persons unacqua�nted w�th the h�lls of that
part�cular ne�ghborhood. Of the h�ll lands, about two hundred and
f�fty acres are cleared, and about three hundred acres more have
been part�ally cleared, so as to answer �mperfectly for sheep pasture.
The res�due �s for the most part well-t�mbered.

"There are upon the prem�ses two frame dwell�ng-houses, and ten
log houses, mostly w�th sh�ngle roofs; none of them, however, are of
much value, except for temporary purposes.

"The doma�n �s s�ngularly beaut�ful, as well as fert�le; and when �t
�s cons�dered, �n connect�on w�th the advantages already
enumerated, that �t �s s�tuated on one of the greatest thoroughfares
�n the world, the charm�ng Oh�o, along wh�ch from s�x to ten
steamboats pass every day for e�ght or n�ne months �n the year; that
�t �s �mmed�ately access�ble to several large markets, and a mult�tude
of small ones; and that �t �s w�th�n seven m�les of that great publ�c
�mprovement, the Nat�onal Road, lead�ng through the heart of the
Western States, we th�nk we are author�zed to aff�rm that the broad



terr�tory of our country furn�shes but few local�t�es more favorable for
an exper�ment �n Assoc�at�on, than that wh�ch has been secured by
the Amer�can Phalanx.

"From e�ghty to one hundred laborers are expected to be upon the
ground early �n the spr�ng, and �t �s hoped that �n the fall a
magn�f�cent ed�f�ce or Phalanstery, on Four�er's plan, w�ll be
commenced, and w�ll progress rap�dly, unt�l �t shall be of suff�c�ent
extent to accommodate one hundred fam�l�es.

"Our object can not be more �ntell�g�bly expla�ned than by stat�ng
that �t �s proposed to organ�ze an �ndustr�al army, wh�ch, �nstead of
ravag�ng and desolat�ng the earth, l�ke the arm�es of c�v�l�zat�on, shall
clothe �t luxur�antly and beaut�fully w�th suppl�es for human wants; to
d�str�bute th�s army �nto platoons, compan�es, battal�ons, reg�ments,
�n wh�ch promot�on and rewards shall depend, not upon success �n
spread�ng ru�n and woe, but upon energy and eff�c�ency �n d�ffus�ng
comfort and happ�ness; �n short, to �nvest labor the creator, w�th the
d�gn�ty wh�ch has so long �mp�ously crowned labor the destroyer and
the murderer, so that men shall v�e w�th each other, not �n
devastat�on and carnage, but �n usefulness to the race."

Appl�cants for adm�ss�on or stock were referred to E.P. Grant, A.
Br�sbane, H. Greeley and others.

[From the Phalanx, February 5, 1844.]
"E.P. Grant, Esq., of Canton, Oh�o, a gentleman of h�gh stand�ng,

super�or talents, and �ndefat�gable energy, who �s at the head of the
movement to establ�sh the Amer�can Phalanx, wh�ch �s to be located
on the banks of the beaut�ful Oh�o, �nforms us by letter, that 'the
prospect �s truly cheer�ng; even that greatest of wants, cap�tal, �s
l�kely to be abundantly suppl�ed. There w�ll �ndeed be some
def�c�ency dur�ng the ensu�ng spr�ng and summer; but the amount
already pledged to be pa�d by the end of the f�rst year, �s not, I th�nk,
less than $40,000, and by the end of the second year, probably not
less than $100,000; and these amounts, from present appearances,
can be almost �ndef�n�tely �ncreased. Bes�des, the proposed



assoc�ates are devoted and determ�ned, resent�ng the �nt�mat�on of
poss�ble fa�lure, as a reflect�on unworthy of the�r zeal.'"

[From the Phalanx, March 1, 1844.]
"The Oh�o Phalanx (heretofore called the Amer�can), �s now

def�n�tely const�tuted, and the f�rst p�oneers are already upon the
doma�n. More w�ll follow �n a few days to ass�st �n mak�ng prel�m�nary
preparat�ons. A larger company w�ll be added �n March, and by the
end of May the Phalanx �s expected to cons�st of 120 res�dent
members, of whom the greater part w�ll be adult males. They w�ll be
rece�ved from t�me to t�me as rap�dly as temporary accommodat�ons
can be prov�ded. The prospects of the Phalanx are cheer�ng beyond
the most sangu�ne ant�c�pat�ons of �ts fr�ends.

E.P. G����."

[From the Phalanx, July 13, 1844.]
"Our fr�ends of the Oh�o Phalanx appear to have celebrated the

Fourth of July w�th much h�lar�ty and enthus�asm. About ten o'clock
the members of the Assoc�at�on w�th the�r guests, were seated
beneath the shade of spread�ng trees, near the dwell�ng; when Mr.
Grant, the Pres�dent, announced br�efly the object of the assemblage
and the order to be observed, wh�ch was, f�rst, prayer by Dr.
Rawson, then an address by Mr. Van Amr�nge, �n wh�ch the present
cond�t�on of soc�ety, �ts �nev�table tendenc�es and results, were
contrasted w�th the soc�al system as del�neated by Four�er. It �s not
do�ng full just�ce to the orator to say merely that h�s address was
�nterest�ng and able. It was luc�d, cogent, rel�g�ous and h�ghly
�mpress�ve. Th�s port�on of the fest�val was closed by prayer and
bened�ct�on by Rev. J.P. Stewart, and adjournment for d�nner. After a
good and plent�ful repast, the soc�al party resumed the�r seats for the
purpose of hear�ng (rather than dr�nk�ng) toasts and whatsoever
m�ght be sa�d thereupon."



The top�cs of the regular toasts were, The day we celebrate; The
memory of Four�er; The Assoc�at�on�sts of P�ttsburg; and so on
through a long str�ng. The volunteer toasters l�berally compl�mented
each other and the soc�al�st�c leaders generally, not forgett�ng
Horace Greeley. Somebody �n the name of the Phalanx gave the
follow�ng:

"The B�ble, the book of languages, the book of �deas, the book of
l�fe. May �ts pages be the del�ght of Assoc�at�on�sts, and �ts precepts
pract�ced by the whole world."

Our next quotat�on h�nts that someth�ng l�ke a d�ssolut�on and
reörgan�zat�on had taken place.

[From the Phalanx, May 3, 1845.]
"We not�ce �n a recent number of the P�ttsburg Chron�cle, an art�cle

from the pen of James D. Thornburg, on the present cond�t�on of the
Oh�o Phalanx, from wh�ch �t appears that the report of �ts fa�lure
wh�ch has gone the rounds of the papers, �s premature; and that
although �t has suffered embarrassment and d�ff�cult�es from var�ous
causes, �t �s st�ll �n operat�on under new arrangements that author�ze
the hope of �ts ult�mate success. We know noth�ng of the �nternal
obstacles of wh�ch Mr. Thornburg speaks, and have no means of
form�ng an op�n�on on the mer�ts of the quest�ons wh�ch, �t would
seem, have g�ven r�se to d�v�ded counsels and �neff�c�ent act�on. For
the founder of the Oh�o Phalanx, E.P. Grant, we cher�sh the most
unqual�f�ed respect, bel�ev�ng h�m to be f�tted as few men are, by h�s
talents, energy and sc�ent�f�c knowledge, for the stat�on of leader of
the great enterpr�se, wh�ch demands no less courage and pract�cal
v�gor, than w�sdom and magnan�m�ty.

"We learn from Mr. Thornburg's statement that to those who chose
to leave the Phalanx, �t was proposed to g�ve th�rty-three per cent. on
the�r �nvestments, wh�ch �s all they could be ent�tled to, �n case of a
forfe�ture of the t�tle to the doma�n, �n wh�ch case all the
�mprovements, bu�ld�ngs, crops �n ground, etc., would be a total loss
to the members. But there �s no deprec�at�on �n the stock, when
these �mprovements are est�mated. The rent has been reduced to



one-half the former amount. The propr�etor �s expected to furn�sh a
large number of sheep, the prof�ts of wh�ch, �t �s bel�eved, w�ll be
nearly or qu�te suff�c�ent to pay the rent. At the end of two years,
$30,000 �n bonds, mortgages, etc., �s to be ra�sed, for wh�ch the
Phalanx w�ll rece�ve a fee-s�mple t�tle to the doma�n. A large share of
the balance w�ll be �nvested �n stock, and whatever may rema�n w�ll
be apport�oned �n payments at two and a-half per cent. �nterest, and
f�xed at a date so remote that no d�ff�culty w�ll result. There are
bu�ld�ngs on the doma�n suff�c�ent for the accommodat�on of forty
fam�l�es, �n add�t�on to a number of rooms su�table for s�ngle persons.
The movable property on the doma�n �s at present worth three
thousand dollars.

"In v�ew of all the facts �n the case, as set forth by Mr. Thornburg,
we see no reason to d�ssent from the conclus�on wh�ch he
unhes�tat�ngly expresses, that the future success of the Phalanx �s
certa�n. We trust that we have not been �nsp�red w�th too flatter�ng
hopes by the earnestness of our w�shes. For we acknowledge that
we have always regarded the magn�f�cent mater�al resources of th�s
Phalanx w�th the br�ghtest ant�c�pat�ons; we have looked to �t w�th
conf�d�ng trust, for the commencement of a model Assoc�at�on; and
we can not now perm�t ourselves to bel�eve that any d�sastrous
c�rcumstance w�ll prevent the real�zat�on of the h�gh hopes wh�ch
prompted �ts founders to engage �n the�r glor�ous enterpr�se.

"The causes of d�ff�culty �n the Oh�o Phalanx, as stated �n the
art�cle before us, are as follows: Want of exper�ence; too much
enthus�asm; unproduct�ve members; want of means. These causes
must always produce d�ff�culty and d�scouragement; and at the same
t�me, can scarcely be avo�ded �n the commencement of every
attempt at Assoc�at�on.

"The harmon�es of the comb�ned order are not to be arr�ved at �n a
day or a year. Even w�th the noblest �ntent�ons, great m�stakes �n the
beg�nn�ng are �nev�table, and many obstacles of a form�dable
character are �nc�dent to the very nature of the undertak�ng. A want
of suff�c�ent means must cr�pple the most strenuous �ndustry. Ample
cap�tal �s essent�al for a complete organ�zat�on, for the necessary
mach�nery and f�xtures, for the ord�nary conven�ences, to say noth�ng



of the eleganc�es of the household order; and th�s �n the
commencement can scarcely ever be obta�ned. Restr�ct�on,
retrenchment, more or less confus�on, are the necessary
consequences; and these �n the�r turn beget a sp�r�t of �mpat�ence
and d�scontent �n all but the hero�c; and few men are heroes. The
trans�t�on from the compulsory �ndustry of c�v�l�zat�on to the voluntary,
but not yet attract�ve, �ndustry of Assoc�at�on, �s not favorable to the
h�ghest �ndustr�al effects. Men who have been accustomed to sh�rk
labor under the feel�ng that they had poor pay for hard work, w�ll not
be transformed suddenly �nto k�ngs of �ndustry by the atmosphere of
a Phalanx. There w�ll be more or less loaf�ng, a good deal of exert�on
unw�sely appl�ed, a certa�n waste of strength �n random and
unsystemat�c efforts, and a want of the bus�ness-l�ke prec�s�on and
force wh�ch makes every blow tell, and tell �n the r�ght place. Under
these c�rcumstances many w�ll grow uneasy, at length become
d�scouraged, and perhaps prove false to the�r early love. But all
these, we are fully persuaded, are merely temporary ev�ls. They w�ll
soon pass away. They are l�ke the th�n m�sts of the valley, wh�ch
precede, but do not prevent, the r�s�ng of the sun. The pr�nc�ples of
Assoc�at�on are founded on the eternal laws of just�ce and truth; they
present the only remedy for the appall�ng confus�on and d�scord of
the present soc�al state; they are capable of be�ng carr�ed �nto
pract�ce by just such men and women as we da�ly meet �n the usual
walks of l�fe; and as f�rmly as we bel�eve �n a Un�versal Prov�dence,
so sure we are that the�r pract�cal accompl�shment �s dest�ned to
bless human�ty w�th ages of abundance, harmony, and joy,
surpass�ng the most enthus�ast�c dream."



[Ed�tor�al �n the Harb�nger, June, 14, 1845.]
"We learn from a personal �nterv�ew w�th Mr. Thornburg, whose

letter on the Oh�o Phalanx was alluded to �n a recent number of the
Phalanx, that the affa�rs of that Assoc�at�on wear a very prom�s�ng
aspect, and that there can be no reasonable doubt of �ts success. He
g�ves a very favorable descr�pt�on of the so�l and general resources
of the doma�n, and from all that we have learned of �ts character, we
bel�eve there are few local�t�es at the West better adapted for the
purposes of an exper�mental Assoc�at�on on a large scale. We
s�ncerely hope that our fr�ends �n that v�c�n�ty w�ll concentrate the�r
efforts on the Oh�o Phalanx, and not attempt to mult�ply
Assoc�at�ons, wh�ch, w�thout abundant cap�tal and devoted and
exper�enced men, w�ll, almost to a certa�nty, prove unsuccessful. The
true pol�cy for all fr�ends of Assoc�at�ve movements, �s to comb�ne
the�r resources, and g�ve an example of a well-organ�zed Phalanx, �n
complete and harmon�c operat�on. Th�s w�ll do more for the cause
than any announcement of theor�es, however sound and eloquent, or
ten thousand abort�ve attempts begun �n enthus�asm and forsaken �n
despa�r."

[From the correspondence of the Harb�nger, July 19, 1845,
announc�ng the f�nal d�ssolut�on.]

"On the 24th of June last, the Oh�o Phalanx aga�n d�ssolved. The
reason �s the want of funds. S�nce the former d�ssolut�on they have
obta�ned no access�on of numbers or cap�tal worth cons�der�ng. The
members, I presume, w�ll now d�sperse. They all reta�n, I bel�eve,
the�r sent�ments �n favor of Assoc�at�on; but they have not the means
to go on."

Macdonald contr�butes the follow�ng summary, to close the
account:

[From the Journal of a Res�dent Member of the Oh�o Phalanx.]



"At the commencement of the exper�ment there was general good-
humor among the members. There seemed to be plenty of means,
and there was much profus�on and waste. There was no v�s�ble
organ�zat�on accord�ng to Four�er, most of the members be�ng
�nexper�enced �n Assoc�at�on. They were too much crowded together,
had no school nor read�ng-room, and the younger members, as
m�ght be expected, were at f�rst somewhat unruly. The character of
the Assoc�at�on had more of a sedate and rel�g�ous tone, than a l�vely
or soc�al one. There was too much d�scuss�on about Chr�st�an un�on,
etc., and too l�ttle pract�cal �ndustry and bus�ness talent. No weekly
or monthly accounts were rendered.

"About ten months after the commencement of the Assoc�at�on, a
part�al scarc�ty of prov�s�ons took place, and other d�ff�cult�es
occurred, wh�ch may �n part be attr�buted to neglect �n keep�ng the
accounts. At th�s juncture Mr. Van Amr�nge started on a lectur�ng tour
�n a�d of the Assoc�at�on; and the Phalanx had a meet�ng at wh�ch
Mr. Grant, who was then regent, stated that between $7,000 and
$8,000 had been expended s�nce they came together; but no
accounts were shown g�v�ng the part�culars of th�s expend�ture. From
the d�ff�cult pos�t�on �n wh�ch the Phalanx was placed, Mr. Grant
adv�sed the break�ng-up of the concern, wh�ch was agreed to, w�th
two or three d�ssent�ents. [Th�s was probably the f�rst d�ssolut�on,
referred to �n a prev�ous extract from the Harb�nger.]

"On December 26 a new const�tut�on was proposed wh�ch caused
much d�scontent and confus�on; and w�th the commencement of
1845 more d�sagreements took place, some �n relat�on to the soc�al
amusements of the people, and some regard�ng the debts of the
Phalanx, the empty treasury, the deprec�at�on of stock, Mr. Van
Amr�nge's possess�on of the lease of the property, and the bad
prospect there was for ra�s�ng the �nterest upon the cost of the
doma�n, wh�ch was about $4,140, or s�x per cent. on $69,000, the
pr�ce of twenty-two hundred acres.

"On January 20th, 1845, another attempt at re-organ�zat�on was
made by persons who had full conf�dence �n the management of Mr.
Grant, and on February 28th st�ll another re-organ�zat�on was
cons�dered. On March 10th a general meet�ng of the Phalanx took



place. Three const�tut�ons were read, and the th�rd (attr�buted, I
bel�eve, to Mr. Van Amr�nge), was adopted by a major�ty of one. After
th�s there was a meet�ng of the m�nor�ty, and the const�tut�on of Mr.
Grant was adopted w�th some sl�ght alterat�ons. D�ff�cult�es now took
place between the two part�es, wh�ch led to a su�t at law by one of
the members aga�nst the Oh�o Phalanx. [These fluctuat�ons rem�nd
us of the exper�ence of New Harmony �n �ts last days.]

"In such manner d�d the Assoc�at�on progress unt�l August 27,
1845, when �t was wh�spered about, that the Phalanx was defunct,
although no not�f�cat�on to that effect was g�ven to the members.
Colonel Shr�ver, who held the mortgage on the property, took alarm
at the state of affa�rs, and placed an agent on the prem�ses to look
after h�s �nterests. Th�s agent employed persons to work the farm,
and the members had to sh�ft for themselves as best they could. Col.
S. proposed an ass�gnment of the whole property over to h�m,
requ�r�ng ent�re possess�on by the 1st of October. Th�s was assented
to, though the value of the property was more than enough to cover
every cla�m.

"On September 9th advert�sements were �ssued for the publ�c sale
of the whole property, and on the 17th of that month the sale took
place before two or three hundred persons. After th�s the members
d�spersed, and the Oh�o Phalanx was at an end. The lease of the
property had been made out �n the name of Mr. Grant for the
Phalanx. It was afterward g�ven up to h�m by Mr. Van Amr�nge, who
had possess�on of �t, and by Mr. Grant was returned to Colonel
Shr�ver.

"Much space m�ght be occup�ed �n endeavor�ng to show the r�ght
and the wrong of these part�es and proceed�ngs, wh�ch to the reader
would be qu�te unprof�table. The broad results we have before us,
v�z., that certa�n supposed-to-be great and �mportant pr�nc�ples were
tr�ed �n pract�ce, and through a var�ety of causes fa�led. The most
�mportant causes of fa�lure were sa�d to be the def�c�ency of wealth,
w�sdom, and goodness; or �f not these, the fallacy of the pr�nc�ples."



CHAPTER XXX.

THE CLERMONT PHALANX.ToC

Th�s Assoc�at�on or�g�nated �n C�nc�nnat�. An enthus�ast�c
convent�on of Soc�al�sts was held �n that c�ty on the 22d of February,
1844, at wh�ch �nterest�ng letters were read from Horace Greeley,
Albert Br�sbane, and Wm. H. Chann�ng, and much d�scuss�on of
var�ous pract�cal projects ensued. A comm�ttee was appo�nted to f�nd
a su�table doma�n; and at a second meet�ng on the 14th of March,
the soc�ety adopted a const�tut�on, elected off�cers, and opened
books for subscr�pt�on of stock. Mr. Wade Loofbourrow, a gentleman
of cap�tal and enterpr�se, took the lead �n these proceed�ngs, and
was chosen pres�dent of the future Phalanx. A doma�n of n�ne
hundred acres was soon selected and purchased on the banks of
the Oh�o, �n Clermont County, about th�rty m�les above C�nc�nnat�. On
the 9th of May a large party of the members proceeded from
C�nc�nnat� on a steamer chartered for the occas�on, to take
possess�on of the doma�n w�th appropr�ate ceremon�es, and leave a
p�oneer band to commence operat�ons. Macdonald accompan�ed
th�s party, and g�ves the follow�ng account of the excurs�on:

"There were about one hundred and th�rty of us. The weather was
beaut�ful, but cool, and the scenery on the r�ver was splend�d �n �ts
spr�ng dress. The var�ous part�es brought the�r prov�s�ons w�th them,
and toward noon the whole of �t was collected and spread upon the
table by the wa�ters, for all to have an equal chance. But alas for



equal�ty! On the meal be�ng ready, a rush was made �nto the cab�n,
and �n a few m�nutes all the seats were f�lled. In a few m�nutes more
the prov�s�ons had all d�sappeared, and many persons who were not
�n the f�rst rush, had to go hungry. I lost my d�nner that day; but
�mproved the opportun�ty to observe and cr�t�c�se the feroc�ty of the
Four�er�st�c appet�te. We reached the doma�n about two o'clock P.M.,
and marched on shore �n process�on, w�th a band of mus�c �n front,
lead�ng the way up a road cut �n the h�gh clay bank; and then formed
a mass meet�ng, at wh�ch we had pray�ng, mus�c and speech-
mak�ng. I strolled out w�th a fr�end and exam�ned the purchase, and
we came to the conclus�on that �t was a splend�d doma�n. A str�p of
r�ch bottom-land, about a quarter of a m�le w�de, was backed by
gently roll�ng h�lls, well t�mbered all over. N�ne or ten acres were
cleared, suff�c�ent for present use. Here then was all that could be
des�red, h�ll and pla�n, r�ch so�l, f�ne scenery, plenty of f�rst-rate
t�mber, a maple-sugar camp, a good commerc�al s�tuat�on,
conven�ent to the best market �n the West, w�th a r�ver runn�ng past
that would float any k�nd of boat or raft; and w�th steamboats pass�ng
and repass�ng at all hours of the day and n�ght, to convey
passengers or goods to any po�nt between New Orleans and
P�ttsburg. Here was wood for fuel, clay and stone to make
hab�tat�ons, and a r�ch so�l to grow food. What more could be asked
from nature? Yet, how soon all th�s was found �nsuff�c�ent!

"The land was obta�ned on cred�t; the pr�ce was $20,000. One
thousand was to be pa�d down, and the rest �n �nstallments at stated
per�ods. The f�rst �nstallment was pa�d; enthus�asm tr�umphed; and
now for the beg�nn�ng! On my return to the land�ng, I found a band of
sturdy men commenc�ng operat�ons as p�oneers. They were clear�ng
a port�on of the wood away w�th the�r axes, and prepar�ng for bu�ld�ng
temporary houses, the mater�als for wh�ch they brought w�th them. A
temporary tent was put up, and �t would surpr�se any one to hear
how many th�ngs were go�ng to be done.

"We left the doma�n on our return at about f�ve P.M., and I not�ced
that the pres�dent, Mr. Loofbourrow, and the secretary, Mr. Green,
rema�ned w�th the workmen. There were about a dozen persons left,



cons�st�ng, I bel�eve, of carpenters, choppers and shoemakers. They
all seemed �n good sp�r�ts, and cheered merr�ly on our departure."

A second s�m�lar excurs�on of Soc�al�sts from C�nc�nnat� came off
on the 4th of July follow�ng, wh�ch also Macdonald attended, and
reports as follows:

"We left C�nc�nnat� tr�umphantly to the sound of mart�al mus�c, and
took our journey up the r�ver �n f�ne sp�r�ts, the young people danc�ng
�n the cab�n as we proceeded. We arr�ved at the Clermont Phalanx
about one o'clock. On land�ng, we formed a process�on and marched
to a new frame bu�ld�ng, wh�ch was be�ng erected for a m�ll. Here an
orat�on was del�vered by a Mr. Wh�tly, who, I not�ced, had the B�ble
open before h�m. After th�s we formed a process�on aga�n and
marched to a lot of rough tables enclosed w�th�n a l�ne of ropes,
where we stood and took a cold collat�on. After th�s the folks enjoyed
themselves w�th mus�c and danc�ng, and I took a walk about the
place to see what progress had been made s�nce my last v�s�t. The
frame bu�ld�ng before ment�oned was the only one �n actual
progress. A steam-bo�ler had been obta�ned, and preparat�ons had
been made to bu�ld other houses. A temporary house had been
erected to accommodate the fam�l�es then on the doma�n, amount�ng
as I was �nformed, to about one hundred and twenty persons. Th�s
bu�ld�ng was made exactly �n the manner of the cab�n of a Western
steamboat; �.e., there was one long narrow room the length of the
house, and l�ttle rooms l�ke state-rooms arranged on e�ther s�de.
Each l�ttle room had one l�ttle w�ndow, l�ke a port-hole; and was
�ntended to accommodate a man and h�s w�fe, or two s�ngle men
temporar�ly. It was at once apparent that the persons l�v�ng there
were �n c�rcumstances �nfer�or to what they had been used to; and
were endur�ng �t well, wh�le the enthus�ast�c sp�r�t held out. But �t
seldom lasts long. It �s sa�d that people w�ll endure these
depr�vat�ons for the sake of what �s soon to come. But exper�ence
shows that the endurance �s generally br�ef, and that �f they are able,
they soon return to the c�rcumstances to wh�ch they have been
accustomed. They e�ther f�nd that the�r pat�ence �s �nsuff�c�ent for the



task, or that be�ng �n �nfer�or c�rcumstances, they are becom�ng
�nfer�or. Be the cause what �t may, the result �s nearly always the
same. Th�s Assoc�at�on had been on the ground only a few months;
but I was told that d�sagreements had already commenced. The
persons brought together were strangers to each other, of many
d�fferent trades and hab�ts, and d�scord was the result, as m�ght have
been ant�c�pated. From one of the shoemakers I ga�ned cons�derable
�nformat�on as to the�r state and prospects. In the afternoon we
returned to the c�ty."

[From the Phalanx, May 3, 1845.]
"We are glad to learn by the follow�ng not�ce, taken from a

C�nc�nnat� paper, that the Clermont Phalanx st�ll l�ves, and �s �n a fa�r
way of go�ng on successfully. We have rece�ved no account of �t
lately, and as the last that we had was not very flatter�ng �n respect to
�ts pecun�ary cond�t�on, we should not have been surpr�sed to hear of
�ts d�ssolut�on. The �nd�scret�on of start�ng Assoc�at�ons w�thout
suff�c�ent means and a proper select�on of persons, has been shown
to be d�sastrous �n some other cases, and that we should fear for the
fate of th�s one was qu�te natural. But �f our Clermont fr�ends can, by
the�r devot�on, energy and self-sacr�f�c�ng sp�r�t, overcome the try�ng
d�ff�cult�es of a p�oneer state, rude and �mperfect as �t must be, they
w�ll deserve and w�ll rece�ve an abundant reward. We b�d them God
speed! They say:

"'The p�oneer band, w�th the�r fr�ends, took possess�on of the
doma�n on the 9th day of May last year, s�nce wh�ch t�me we have
been engaged �n cult�vat�ng our land, clear�ng away the forest, and
erect�ng bu�ld�ngs of var�ous k�nds for the use of the Phalanx.

"'The amount of cap�tal stock pa�d �n �s about $10,000; $3,000 of
wh�ch has been pa�d for the doma�n. We have a stock of cattle, hogs
and sheep, and suff�c�ent teams and agr�cultural utens�ls of var�ous
k�nds; also a steam saw- and gr�st-m�ll. Shoe, brush, t�n and ta�lor's
shops are �n act�ve operat�on. There are on the ground th�rty-f�ve
able-bod�ed men, w�th a suff�c�ent number of women and ch�ldren.



"'When we f�rst entered on our doma�n, there were no bu�ld�ngs of
any descr�pt�on, except three log-cab�ns, wh�ch were occup�ed by
tenants. We have s�nce erected a bu�ld�ng for a saw- and gr�st-m�ll, a
frame bu�ld�ng forty by th�rty feet, two stor�es h�gh, and another, one
story h�gh, e�ghty by th�rty-s�x feet, and one th�rty-s�x by th�rty feet,
together w�th a k�tchen, wash-house, etc. These bu�ld�ngs are of
course sl�ghtly bu�lt, be�ng temporary. We have also commenced a
br�ck bu�ld�ng e�ghty by th�rty feet, three stor�es h�gh, wh�ch �s ready
for the roof; all the t�mbers are sawed for that purpose; and we
expect soon to put them on.

"'There are about two thousand cords of wood chopped, part of
wh�ch �s on the bank of the r�ver. There are th�rty acres of wheat �n
the ground, �n excellent cond�t�on, and �t �s �ntended to put �n good
spr�ng crops. We are also prepar�ng to plant large orchards th�s
spr�ng, Mr. A.H. Ernst hav�ng made us the noble donat�on of one
thousand selected fru�t-trees.'"

[From the Harb�nger, June 14, 1845.]
"George Sampson, Secretary of the Phalanx, says, �n an address

sol�c�t�ng funds: 'The members of the Assoc�at�on have the
sat�sfact�on of announc�ng that they have just pa�d off th�s year's
�nstallment due for the�r doma�n, amount�ng to $4,505, and have also
advanced nearly $1,000 on the�r next year's payment. W�th
�ncreased zeal and conf�dence we now look forward to certa�n
success.'"

[Letter from a member, �n the Harb�nger, October 4, 1845.]
"Clermont Phalanx, September 13, 1845."

"I am pleased to have to �nform you, that we are �mprov�ng s�nce
you were among us. We have had an access�on of members, three
s�ngle men, and two w�th fam�l�es. One of them attends the saw-m�ll,
wh�ch he understands, and the others are carpenters and jo�ners,
whom we much needed.



"We are now hard at work on our large br�ck ed�f�ce. We are f�tt�ng
up a large d�n�ng-hall �n the rear of �t, w�th k�tchen, wash-house,
bakery, etc. We th�nk we shall get �nto �t �n about f�ve weeks from th�s
t�me. We now all s�t down to the Phalanx table, and have done so for
about s�x weeks, and all goes on harmon�ously. How much better �s
th�s system than for each fam�ly to have the�r own table, the�r own
d�n�ng-room, k�tchen, etc. We have adm�tted several other members,
who have not yet arr�ved. We have appl�cat�ons before us from
several members of the Oh�o Phalanx. How much I regret that these
people were compelled to abandon so beaut�ful a locat�on as Pultney
Bottom, merely for want of money to carry on the�r operat�ons. The�r
exper�ence �s the same as ours. Though the�r movement fa�led, they
have become conf�rmed Assoc�at�on�sts; they know that l�v�ng
together �s pract�cable; that the Phalanstery �s man's true home; and
the only one �n wh�ch he can enjoy all the bless�ngs of earthly
ex�stence, w�thout those ev�ls wh�ch flesh �s he�r to �n false
c�v�l�zat�on."

Macdonald concludes h�s account w�th the follow�ng observat�ons:

"The Phalanx cont�nued to progress, or to ex�st, t�ll the fall of 1846,
when �t was f�nally abandoned. Dur�ng �ts ex�stence var�ous
c�rcumstances concurred to hasten �ts term�nat�on; among them the
follow�ng: Stock to the amount of $17,000 was subscr�bed, but
scarcely $6,000 of �t was ever pa�d; consequently the Assoc�at�on
could not meet �ts l�ab�l�t�es. An �nstallment of $3,000 had been pa�d
at the purchase of the property, but as the after �nstallments could
not be met, a port�on of the land had to be sold to pay for the rest. A
l�ttle jealousy, or�g�nat�ng among the female port�on of the
Commun�ty, eventually led to a law-su�t on the part of one of the
male members aga�nst the Assoc�at�on, and caused them some
trouble. I have �t also on good author�ty, that an �mportant d�ff�culty
took place between Mr. Loofbourrow and the Phalanx, relat�ve to the
deed of the property wh�ch he held for the Phalanx.

"At one t�me there were about e�ghty persons on the doma�n,
exclus�ve of ch�ldren. They were of var�ous trades and profess�ons,



and of var�ous rel�g�ous bel�efs. There was no common rel�g�ous
standard among them.

"Some of the fr�ends of th�s exper�ment say �t fa�led from two
causes, v�z., the want of means and the want of men; wh�le others
attr�bute the fa�lure to jealousy and the law-su�t, and also to losses
they susta�ned by flood."

The f�fth volume of the Harb�nger has a letter from one who had
been a member of the Clermont Phalanx, g�v�ng a cur�ous account of
certa�n ghosts of Assoc�at�ons that fl�tted about the Clermont doma�n,
after the decease of the or�g�nal Phalanx. Here �s what �t says:

[Letter �n the Harb�nger, October 2, 1847.]
"It was well known that our fra�l bark would strand about a year

ago. I need not say from what cause, as the h�story of one such
�nst�tut�on �s the h�story of all; but �t �s commonly sa�d and bel�eved
that �t was ow�ng to our large �ndebtedness on our landed property.
Persons of large d�scr�m�nat�ng powers need not �nqu�re how and
why such debt was contracted; suff�ce �t to say, �t was done, and
under such burden the Clermont Phalanx went down about the f�rst
of November, 1856. The property of the concern was del�vered up to
our esteemed fr�ends, B. Urner and C. Donaldson of C�nc�nnat�, who
d�sposed of the land �n such a way as to let �t fall �nto the hands of
our fr�ends of the Commun�ty school, of wh�ch John O. Wattles, John
P. Cornell and H�ram S. G�lmore are consp�cuous members, and who
seem to have all the pecun�ary means and talents for carry�ng on a
grand and notable plan of reform. They are now putt�ng up a small
Commun�ty bu�ld�ng, spac�ously su�ted for s�x fam�l�es, wh�ch for
beauty, conven�ence and durab�l�ty, probably �s not surpassed �n the
western country.

"Of the old members of the Clermont, many returned aga�n to the
c�ty where the �nst�tut�on was f�rst started, but a goodly number st�ll
rema�n about the old doma�n, mak�ng var�ous movements for a re-
organ�zat�on. After the break-up, a deep �mpress�on seemed to
pervade the whole of us that someth�ng had been wrong at the



outset, �n not secur�ng �nd�v�dually a permanent place to be, and then
procur�ng the th�ngs to be w�th. Had that been the case, a permanent
and happy home would have been here for us ere th�s t�me. But I w�ll
add w�th grat�tude that such �s the case now. We have a home! We
have a place to be! After var�ous plans for un�t�ng our energ�es �n the
purchase of a small tract of land, we were v�s�ted dur�ng the past
summer by Mr. Jos�ah Warren of New Harmony, Ind�ana, who la�d
before us h�s plan for the use of property, �n the rud�mental re-
organ�zat�on of soc�ety. Mr. Warren �s a man of no ord�nary talents. In
h�s �nvest�gat�ons of human character h�s exper�ence has been of the
most r�gorous k�nd, hav�ng begun w�th Mr. Owen �n 1825, and been
act�vely engaged ever s�nce; and be�ng an �ngen�ous mechan�c and
art�st, an �nventor of several k�nds of pr�nt�ng-presses and a new
method of stereotyp�ng and engrav�ng, and an excellent mus�c�an,
and comb�n�ng w�thal a character to do �nstead of say, g�ves us
conf�dence �n h�m as a man. H�s plan was taken up by one of our
former members, who has an excellent tract of land ly�ng on the
bank of the Oh�o r�ver, w�th�n less than a m�le of the old doma�n. He
has had �t surveyed �nto lots, and sells to such of us as w�sh to jo�n �n
the cause. An extens�ve br�ck-yard �s �n operat�on, stone �s be�ng
quarr�ed and lumber hauled on the ground, and bu�ld�ngs are about
to go up 'w�th a perfect rush.' Mr. Warren w�ll have a press upon the
ground �n a few weeks that w�ll tell someth�ng. So you see we have a
home, we have a place. But by no means �s the cause at rest. We
call upon ph�lanthrop�sts and all men who have means to �nvest for
the cause of Assoc�at�on, to come and see us, and understand our
s�tuat�on, our means and our �ntent�ons. We are ready to rece�ve
cap�tal �n many forms, but not to hold �t as our own. The donor only
becomes the lender, and must ma�nta�n a str�ct control over every
th�ng he possesses. [Here Warren's Ind�v�dual Sovere�gnty
protrudes.] Farms and farm�ng utens�ls, mechan�cal tools, etc., can
be rece�ved only to be used and not abused; and �n the language of
the 'Poughkeeps�e seer,' of whose work we have lately rece�ved a
number of cop�es, th�s all may be done w�thout ser�ously deprec�at�ng
the cap�tal or r�ches of one person �n soc�ety. On the contrary, �t w�ll
enr�ch and advance all to honor and happ�ness."



Here we come upon the tra�l of two old acqua�ntances. John O.
Wattles was one of the founders of the Pra�r�e Home Commun�ty. It
seems from the above, that after the fa�lure of that exper�ment, he
set up h�s tent among the debr�s of the Clermont Phalanx. And
Jos�ah Warren came from the fa�lure of h�s New Harmony T�me-store
to the same favored or haunted spot, and there started h�s Utop�a.
These �ntersect�ons of the wander�ng Soc�al�sts are �ntr�cate and
�nterest�ng. Note also that the �deas of the "Poughkeeps�e seer," A.J.
Dav�s, whose star was then only just above the hor�zon, had found
the�r way to th�s queer m�xture of all sorts of Soc�al�sts.

CHAPTER XXXI.

THE INTEGRAL PHALANX.ToC

Th�s Assoc�at�on was founded �n the early part of 1845 by John S.
W�ll�ams of C�nc�nnat�, who �s spoken of by the Phalanx, as one of
the most act�ve adherents of Four�er�sm �n the West. It settled f�rst �n
Oh�o, and afterwards �n Ill�no�s.

[From the Oh�o State Journal, June 14, 1845.]
"An Assoc�at�on of c�t�zens of Oh�o, call�ng themselves the 'Integral

Phalanx,' have recently purchased the valuable property of Mr.
Abner Enoch, near M�ddletown, Butler County, �n th�s State, known
by the name of Manchester M�lls, twenty-three m�les north of
C�nc�nnat�, on the M�am� Canal. Th�s property embraces about n�ne
hundred acres of the most fert�le land �n Oh�o, or perhaps �n the



world; s�x hundred acres of wh�ch l�e �n one body, and are now �n the
h�ghest state of cult�vat�on, accord�ng to the usual mode of farm�ng;
three hundred acres �n wood and t�mber land. There are now �n
operat�on on the place a large flour�ng-m�ll, saw-m�ll, lath-factory and
sh�ngle-cutter, w�th water-power wh�ch �s abundantly suff�c�ent to
propel all necessary mach�nery that the company may choose to put
�n operat�on. The property �s est�mated to be worth $75,000, but was
sold to the Phalanx for $45,000. As Mr. Enoch �s h�mself an
Assoc�at�on�st and a devoted fr�end of the cause, the terms of sale
were made st�ll more favorable, by the subscr�pt�on, on the part of
Mr. Enoch, of $25,000 of purchase money, as cap�tal stock of the
Phalanx. Ent�re possess�on of the doma�n �s to be g�ven as soon as
ex�st�ng contracts of the propr�etor are completed.

"Arrangements are already made for the v�gorous prosecut�on of
the plans of the Phalanx. A press �s to be establ�shed on the doma�n,
devoted to the sc�ence of �ndustr�al Assoc�at�on generally, and the
�nterests of the Integral Phalanx part�cularly. Competent agents are
appo�nted to lecture on the sc�ence, and rece�ve subscr�pt�ons of
stock and membersh�p; and �t �s contemplated to erect, as soon as
poss�ble, one w�ng of a un�tary ed�f�ce, large enough to
accommodate s�xty-four fam�l�es, more than one-half of wh�ch
number are already �n the Assoc�at�on."

[From the Harb�nger, July 19, 1845.]
"We have rece�ved the f�rst number of a new paper, ent�tled, the

'Plowshare and Prun�ng-Hook,' wh�ch the Integral Phalanx proposes
to publ�sh sem�-monthly at the rate of one dollar per year.

"The reasons presented for the establ�shment of the Integral
Phalanx are to our m�nds qu�te conclus�ve, and we feel great
conf�dence that �ts affa�rs w�ll be managed w�th the w�sdom and
f�del�ty wh�ch w�ll �nsure success. We earnestly des�re to w�tness a
fa�r and full exper�ment of Assoc�at�on �n the West. The phys�cal
advantages wh�ch are there enjoyed, are far too great to be lost.
W�th the fert�l�ty of the so�l, the ease w�th wh�ch �t �s cult�vated, the
abundance of water-power, and the comparat�ve m�ldness of the



cl�mate, a very few years of jud�c�ous and energet�c �ndustry would
place an Assoc�at�on �n the West �n possess�on of �mmense mater�al
resources. They could not fa�l to accumulate wealth rap�dly. They
could l�ve �n great measure w�th�n themselves, w�thout be�ng
compelled to susta�n embarrass�ng relat�ons w�th c�v�l�zat�on; and
w�th the requ�s�te moral qual�t�es and sc�ent�f�c knowledge, the great
problem of soc�al harmony would approx�mate, at least, toward a
solut�on. We trust th�s w�ll be done by the Integral Phalanx. And to
�nsure th�s, our fr�ends �n Oh�o should not be eager to encourage
new exper�ments, but to concentrate the�r cap�tal and talent, as far
as poss�ble, on that Assoc�at�on wh�ch b�ds fa�r to accompl�sh the
work proposed. The advantages possessed by the Integral Phalanx
w�ll be seen from the follow�ng statement �n the�r paper:

"'To say that our prospects are not good, would be to say what we
do not bel�eve; or to say that the Phalanx, so far, �s not composed of
the r�ght k�nd of mater�als, would be to affect a false modesty we
des�re not to possess. One reason why our mater�als are super�or �s,
that young Phalanxes generally are known to be �n doubtful, d�ff�cult
c�rcumstances, and therefore the �nducement to rush �nto such
movements merely from the pressure of the ev�ls of c�v�l�zat�on,
w�thout a full conv�ncement of the good of Assoc�at�on, �s not so
great as �t was. We are composed of men whose reflect�ve organs,
part�cularly that of caut�on, seem to be largely developed. We bel�eve
�n mov�ng slowly, caut�ously, safely; g�v�ng our Phalanx t�me to grow
well, that permanence may be the result. The members already
enrolled on the books of the Phalanx, are, �n the�r �nd�v�dual
capac�t�es, the owners of property to an amount exceed�ng one
hundred thousand dollars, clear of all �ncumbrances; and they are all
persons of �ndustr�al energy and sk�ll, fully capable of compell�ng the
elements of earth, a�r and water, to y�eld them abundant
contr�but�ons for that harmon�c un�ty w�th wh�ch the�r souls are deeply
�nsp�red. In v�ew of all these advantages we can, w�th full conf�dence,
�nv�te the access�on of numbers and cap�tal, and assure them of a
safe �nvestment �n the Integral Phalanx.'"

[From the Harb�nger, August 16, 1845.]



"We have rece�ved the second number of the Plowshare and
Prun�ng-Hook. Bes�des a var�ety of �nterest�ng art�cles on the subject
of Assoc�at�on, th�s number conta�ns the pledges and rules of the
Integral Phalanx, together w�th an explanat�on of some parts of the
�nstrument, wh�ch have been supposed to be rather obscure. It �s an
elaborate document, exh�b�t�ng the fru�ts of deep reflect�on, and
a�m�ng at the appl�cat�on of sc�ent�f�c pr�nc�ples to the present
cond�t�on of Assoc�at�on. We do not feel ourselves called on to
cr�t�c�se �t; as every wr�tten code for the government of a Phalanx
must necessar�ly be �mperfect, of the nature of a comprom�se,
adapted to spec�al ex�gences, and tak�ng �ts character, �n a great
measure, from the local or personal c�rcumstances of the
Assoc�at�on for wh�ch �t �s �ntended. In a complete and orderly
arrangement of groups and ser�es, w�th attract�ve �ndustry fully
organ�zed, w�th a suff�c�ent var�ety of character for the harmon�ous
development of the pr�mary �nherent pass�ons of our nature, and a
correspond�ng abundance of mater�al resources, we conce�ve that
few wr�tten laws would be necessary; everyth�ng would be regulated
w�th spontaneous prec�s�on by the pervad�ng common sense of the
Phalanx; and the law wr�tten on the heart, the great and holy law of
attract�on, would supersede all others. But for th�s blessed cond�t�on
the t�me �s not yet. Years may be requ�red, before we shall see the
f�rst red streaks of �ts dawn�ng. Meanwh�le, we must make the w�sest
prov�s�onal arrangements �n our power. And no const�tut�on
recogn�z�ng the pr�nc�ples of d�str�but�ve just�ce and the laws of
un�versal un�ty, w�ll be altogether defect�ve; wh�le t�me and
exper�ence w�ll suggest the necessary �mprovements.

"Three attorneys-at-law have left that profess�on and jo�ned the
Integral Phalanx, not, as they say, that they could not make a l�v�ng,
�f they would st�ck to �t and do the�r share of the d�rty work, but
because by do�ng so they must sacr�f�ce the�r consc�ences, as the
pract�ce of the law, �n many �nstances, �s but steal�ng under another
name. They are elevat�ng themselves by learn�ng honest and useful
trades, so as to become producers �n Assoc�at�on. A w�se
resolut�on."



Here comes a sudden turn �n the story of th�s Phalanx, for wh�ch
the prev�ous assurances of caut�on and prosper�ty had not prepared
us, and of wh�ch we can f�nd no deta�led account. We sk�p from Oh�o
to Ill�no�s, w�th no explanat�on except the dark h�nts of trouble,
defeat, and part�al d�ssolut�on, conta�ned �n the follow�ng document.
The Sangamon Phalanx, wh�ch seems to have taken �n the Integral
(or was taken �n by �t), �s one of the Assoc�at�ons of wh�ch we have
no account e�ther from Macdonald or the Four�er Journals.

[From the New York Tr�bune.]
"Home of the Integral Phalanx, }

Sangamon Co., Ill�no�s, Oct. 20, 1845." }
"To the Ed�tor of the New York Tr�bune:
"We w�sh to appr�se the fr�ends of Assoc�at�on that the Integral

Phalanx, hav�ng for the space of one year wandered l�ke Noah's
dove, f�nd�ng no rest�ng place for the sole of �ts foot, has at length
found a hab�tat�on. A un�on was formed on the 16th of October �nst.,
between �t and the Sangamon Assoc�at�on; or rather the Sangamon
Assoc�at�on was merged �n the Integral Phalanx; �ts members hav�ng
abandoned �ts name and const�tut�on, and become members of the
Integral Phalanx, by plac�ng the�r s�gnatures to �ts pledges and rules:
the Phalanx adopt�ng the�r doma�n as �ts home. We were defeated,
and we now bel�eve, very fortunately for us, �n secur�ng a locat�on �n
Oh�o. We have, dur�ng the t�me of our wander�ngs, ga�ned some
exper�ence wh�ch we could not otherw�se have ga�ned, and w�thout
wh�ch we were not prepared to settle down upon a locat�on. Our
members have been tr�ed. We now know what k�nd of stuff they are
made of. Those who have abandoned us �n consequence of our
d�ff�cult�es, were 'w�th us, but not of us,' and would have been a
h�ndrance to our efforts. They who are cont�nually hanker�ng after the
'flesh-pots of Egypt,' and are ready to abandon the cause upon the
f�rst appearance of d�ff�cult�es, had better stay out of Assoc�at�on. If
they w�ll embark �n the cause, every Assoc�at�on should pray for
d�ff�cult�es suff�c�ent to dr�ve them out. We need not only clear heads,
but also true hearts. We are by no means sorry for the d�ff�cult�es



wh�ch we have encountered, and all we fear �s that we have not yet
had suff�c�ent d�ff�cult�es to try our souls, and show the pr�nc�ples by
wh�ch we are actuated.

"We have now a doma�n embrac�ng f�ve hundred and e�ght acres
of as good land as can be found w�th�n the l�m�ts of Uncle Sam's
dom�n�ons, fourteen m�les southwest from Spr�ngf�eld, the cap�tal of
the State, and �n what �s cons�dered the best county and wealth�est
port�on of the State. Th�s doma�n can be extended to any des�red
l�m�t by purchase of adjo�n�ng lands at cheap rates. We have,
however, at present, suff�c�ent land for our purposes. It cons�sts of
h�gh roll�ng pra�r�e and woodlands adjo�n�ng, wh�ch can not be
excelled �n the State, for beauty of scenery and r�chness of so�l,
covered w�th a luxur�ant growth of t�mber, of almost every
descr�pt�on, oak, h�ckory, sugar-maple, walnut, etc. The land �s well
watered, ly�ng upon L�ck Creek, w�th spr�ngs �n abundance, and
excellent well-water at the depth of twenty feet. The land, under
proper cult�vat�on, w�ll produce one hundred bushels of corn to the
acre, and every th�ng else �n proport�on. There are f�ve or s�x
comfortable bu�ld�ngs upon the property; and a temporary frame-
bu�ld�ng, commenced by the Sangamon Assoc�at�on (�ntended, when
f�n�shed, to be three hundred and s�xty feet by twenty-four), �s now
be�ng erected for the accommodat�on of fam�l�es.

"The whole doma�n �s �n every part�cular adm�rably adapted to the
�ndustr�al development of the Phalanx. The ra�lroad connect�ng
Spr�ngf�eld w�th the Ill�no�s r�ver, runs w�th�n two m�les of the doma�n.
There �s a steam saw- and flour�ng-m�ll w�th�n a few yards of our
present eastern boundary, wh�ch we can secure on fa�r terms, and
shall purchase, as we shall need �t �mmed�ately.

"But we w�ll not occupy more t�me w�th descr�pt�on, as those who
feel suff�c�ently �nterested, w�ll v�s�t us and exam�ne for themselves.
We 'owe no man,' and although we are called �nf�dels by those who
know not what const�tutes e�ther �nf�del�ty or rel�g�on, we �ntend to
obey at least th�s �njunct�on of Holy Wr�t. The Sangamon Assoc�at�on
had been progress�ng slowly, prudently and caut�ously, determ�ned
not to �nvolve themselves �n pecun�ary d�ff�cult�es; and th�s was one
great �nducement to our un�on w�th them. We want those whose



'bump of caut�on' �s fully developed. Our knowledge of the
progress�ve movement of other Assoc�at�ons has taught us a lesson
wh�ch we w�ll try not to forget. We are conv�nced that we can never
succeed w�th an onerous debt upon us. We trust those who attempt
�t may be more successful than we could hope to be.

"We are also conv�nced that we can not advance one step toward
assoc�at�ve un�ty, wh�le �n a state of anarchy and confus�on, and that
such a state of th�ngs must be avo�ded. We w�ll therefore not attempt
even a un�tary subs�stence, unt�l we have the number necessary to
enable us to organ�ze upon sc�ent�f�c pr�nc�ples, and �n accordance
w�th Four�er's adm�rable plan of �ndustr�al organ�zat�on. The Phalanx
w�ll have a store-house, from wh�ch all the fam�l�es can be suppl�ed
at wholesale pr�ces, and have �t charged to the�r account. It �s better
that the d�fferent fam�l�es should rema�n separate for f�ve years, than
to br�ng them together under c�rcumstances worse than c�v�l�zat�on.
Such a course w�ll unavo�dably create confus�on and d�ssat�sfact�on,
and we venture the assert�on that �t has done so �n every �nstance
where �t has been attempted. Under our rules of progress, �t w�ll be
seen that unt�l we are prepared to organ�ze, we shall go upon the
system of h�red labor. We pay to each �nd�v�dual a full compensat�on
for all ass�stance rendered �n labor or other serv�ces, and charge h�m
a fa�r pr�ce for what he rece�ves from the Phalanx; the balance of
earn�ngs, after deduct�ng the amount of what he rece�ves, to be
cred�ted to h�m as stock, to draw �nterest as cap�tal. To cap�tal,
whether �t be money or property put �n at a fa�r pr�ce, we allow ten
per cent. compound �nterest. Th�s plan w�ll be pursued unt�l our
ed�f�ce �s f�n�shed and we have about four hundred persons, ready to
form a temporary organ�zat�on. Four�er teaches us that th�s number
�s necessary, and �f he has taught the truth of the sc�ence, �t �s worse
than folly to pursue a course contrary to h�s �nstruct�ons. If there �s
any one who understands the sc�ence better than Four�er d�d
h�mself, we hope he w�ll make the necessary correct�ons and send
us word. We �ntend to follow Four�er's �nstruct�ons unt�l we f�nd they
are wrong; then we w�ll abandon them.

"As to an attempt to organ�ze groups and ser�es unt�l we have the
requ�s�te number, have gone through a proper system of tra�n�ng,



and erected an ed�f�ce suff�c�ent for the accommodat�on of about four
hundred persons, every feature of our Rules of Progress forb�ds �t.
We bel�eve that the effort w�ll place every Phalanx that attempts �t, �n
a s�tuat�on worse than c�v�l�zat�on �tself. The d�stance between
c�v�l�zat�on and Assoc�at�on can not be passed at one leap. There
must necessar�ly be a trans�t�on per�od; and any set of rules or
const�tut�on (hampered and destroyed by a set of by-laws), �ntended
for the government of a Phalanx, dur�ng the trans�t�on per�od, and
wh�ch have no analog�cal reference to the human form, w�ll be worse
than useless. They w�ll be an �mped�ment �nstead of an ass�stance to
the progress�ve movement of a Phalanx. The ch�ld can not leap to
manhood �n a day nor a month, and unless there �s a system of
tra�n�ng su�ted to the d�fferent states through wh�ch he must pass �n
h�s progress to manhood, h�s energ�es can never be developed. If
Assoc�at�ons w�ll v�olate every sc�ent�f�c pr�nc�ple taught by Four�er,
pay no regard to analogy, and attempt organ�sms of groups and
ser�es before any preparat�on �s made for �t, and then run �nto
anarchy and confus�on, and become d�sgusted w�th the�r efforts, we
hope they w�ll have the honesty to take the blame upon themselves,
and not charge �t to the sc�ence of Assoc�at�on.

"We are ready at all t�mes to g�ve �nformat�on of our s�tuat�on and
progress, and we pledge ourselves to g�ve a true and correct
statement of the actual s�tuat�on of the Phalanx. We pledge
ourselves that there shall not be found a var�ance between our
wr�tten or publ�shed statements, and the statements appear�ng upon
our records. Those of our members now upon the ground are
composed pr�nc�pally of the former members of the Sangamon
Assoc�at�on. We expect a number of our members from Oh�o th�s fall,
and many more of them �n the spr�ng. We have appl�cat�ons for
�nformat�on and membersh�p from d�fferent d�rect�ons, and expect
large access�on �n numbers and cap�tal dur�ng the com�ng year. We
can extend our doma�n to su�t our own conven�ence, as, �n th�s land
of pra�r�es and pure atmosphere, we are not hemmed �n by
c�v�l�zat�on to the same extent as Soc�al�sts �n other States. We have
elbow-room, and there �s no danger of tread�ng on each other's toes
and then f�ght�ng about �t.



"The Plowshare and Prun�ng-Hook w�ll be cont�nued from �ts
second number, and publ�shed from the home of the Integral
Phalanx �n a few weeks, as soon as a press can be procured.

"S�������� �� I������� P������."

Here all �nformat�on �n the Harb�nger about the Integral comes to
an end, and Macdonald breaks off short w�th, "No further
part�culars."

CHAPTER XXXII.

THE ALPHADELPHIA PHALANX.ToC

Th�s Assoc�at�on was commenced �n the w�nter of 1843-4,
pr�nc�pally by the exert�ons of Dr. H.R. Schetterly of Ann Arbor,
M�ch�gan, a d�sc�ple of Br�sbane and the Tr�bune. The Phalanx of
February 5, 1844, publ�shes �ts prospectus, from wh�ch we take the
follow�ng paragraph:

"Not�ce �s hereby g�ven, that a Four�er �ndustr�al Assoc�at�on,
called the Alphadelph�a Phalanx, has been formed �n th�s State,
under the most flatter�ng prospects. A const�tut�on has been adopted
and s�gned, and a doma�n selected on the Kalamazoo r�ver, wh�ch
seems to possess all the advantages that could be des�red. It �s
extremely probable (judg�ng from the �nformat�on possessed), that
only half the appl�cants can be rece�ved �nto one Assoc�at�on,
because the number w�ll be too great: and �f such should be the



case, two Assoc�at�ons w�ll doubtless be formed; for such �s the
enthus�asm �n the West that people w�ll not suffer themselves to be
d�sappo�nted."

[From the Phalanx, March 1, 1844.]
"T�� A����������� A����������.—We have rece�ved the

const�tut�on of th�s Assoc�at�on, a not�ce of the format�on of wh�ch
was conta�ned �n our last. In most respects the const�tut�on �s s�m�lar
to that of the North Amer�can Phalanx. It w�ll be seen by the
descr�pt�on of the doma�n selected, wh�ch we publ�sh below, that the
locat�on �s extremely favorable. The establ�shment of th�s Assoc�at�on
�n M�ch�gan �s but a p�oneer movement, wh�ch we have no doubt w�ll
soon be followed by the format�on of many others. Our fr�ends are
already numerous �n that State, and the �nterest �n Assoc�at�on �s
rap�dly grow�ng there, as �t �s throughout the West generally. The
West, we th�nk, w�ll soon become the grand theater of act�on, and
ere long Assoc�at�ons w�ll spr�ng up so rap�dly that we shall scarcely
be able to chron�cle them. The people, the farmers and mechan�cs
part�cularly, have only to understand the lead�ng pr�nc�ples of our
doctr�nes, to adm�re and approve of them; and �t would therefore be
no matter of surpr�se to see �n a short t�me the�r general and
s�multaneous adopt�on. Indeed, the soc�al transformat�on from a
state of �solat�on w�th all �ts poverty and m�ser�es, to a state of
Assoc�at�on w�th �ts �mmense advantages and prosper�ty, may be
much nearer and proceed more rap�dly than we now �mag�ne. The
s�gns are many and cheer�ng."

H�story and Descr�pt�on of the Alphadelph�a Assoc�at�on.
"In consequence of a call of a convent�on publ�shed �n the

Pr�m�t�ve Expounder, f�fty-s�x persons assembled �n the school-house
at the head of Clark's lake, on the fourteenth day of December last,
from the Count�es of Oakland, Wayne, Washtenaw, Genesee,
Jackson, Eaton, Calhoun and Kalamazoo, �n the State of M�ch�gan;
and after a labor�ous sess�on of three days, from morn�ng to
m�dn�ght, adopted the skeleton of a const�tut�on, wh�ch was referred
to a comm�ttee of three, composed of Dr. H.R. Schetterly, Rev.



James B�ll�ngs and Frankl�n P�erce, Esq., for rev�s�on and
amendment. A comm�ttee cons�st�ng of Dr. Schetterly, John Curt�s
and W�ll�am Grant, was also elected to v�ew three places, des�gnated
by the convent�on as possess�ng the requ�s�te qual�f�cat�ons for a
doma�n. The convent�on then adjourned to meet aga�n at Bellevue,
Eaton County, on the th�rd day of January, to rece�ve the reports of
sa�d comm�ttees, to choose a doma�n from those reported on by the
comm�ttee on locat�on, and to rev�se, perfect and adopt sa�d
const�tut�on. Th�s adjourned convent�on met on the day appo�nted,
and selected a locat�on �n the town of Comstock, Kalamazoo County,
whose advantages are descr�bed by the comm�ttee on locat�on, �n
the follow�ng terms:

"The Kalamazoo r�ver, a large and beaut�ful stream, n�ne rods
w�de, and f�ve feet deep �n the m�ddle, flows through the doma�n. The
mans�on and manufactor�es w�ll stand on a beaut�ful pla�n,
descend�ng gradually toward the bank of the r�ver, wh�ch �s about
twelve feet h�gh. There �s a spr�ng, pour�ng out about a barrel of pure
water per m�nute, half a m�le from the place where the mans�on and
manufactor�es w�ll stand. Cobble-stone more than suff�c�ent for
foundat�ons and bu�ld�ng a dam, and eas�ly access�ble, are found on
the doma�n; and sand and clay, of wh�ch excellent br�ck have been
made, are also abundant. The so�l of the doma�n �s exceed�ngly
fert�le, and of great var�ety, cons�st�ng of pra�r�e, oak open�ngs, and
t�mbered and bottom-land along the r�ver. About three thousand
acres of �t have been tendered to our Assoc�at�on, as stock to be
appra�sed at the cash value, n�ne hundred of wh�ch are under
cult�vat�on, f�t for the plow; and nearly all the rema�nder has been
offered �n exchange for other �mproved lands belong�ng to members
at a d�stance, who w�sh to �nvest the�r property �n our Assoc�at�on."



[Letter from H.R. Schetterly.]
"Ann Arbor, May 20, 1844."

"G��������:—Your readers w�ll no doubt be pleased to learn
every �mportant movement �n �ndustr�al Assoc�at�on; and therefore I
send you an account of the present cond�t�on of the Alphadelph�a
Assoc�at�on, to the organ�zat�on of wh�ch all my t�me has been
devoted s�nce the beg�nn�ng of last December.

"The Assoc�at�on held �ts f�rst annual meet�ng on the second
Wednesday �n March, and at the close of a sess�on of four days,
dur�ng wh�ch �ts const�tut�on and by-laws were perfected, and about
eleven hundred persons, �nclud�ng ch�ldren and adults, adm�tted to
membersh�p, adjourned to meet on the doma�n on the f�rst of May. Its
off�cers repa�red �mmed�ately to the place selected last w�nter for the
doma�n, and after overcom�ng great d�ff�cult�es, secured the deeds of
2,814 acres of land, (927 of wh�ch �s under cult�vat�on), at a cost of
$32,000. Th�s g�ves us perfect control over an �mmense water-
power; and our land-debt �s only $5,776 (the greater port�on of the
land hav�ng been �nvested as stock), to be pa�d out of a proposed
cap�tal of $240,000, $14,000 of wh�ch �s to be pa�d �n cash dur�ng the
summer and autumn. More land adjo�n�ng the doma�n has s�nce
been tendered as stock; but we have as much as we can use at
present, and do not w�sh to �ncrease our taxes and d�m�n�sh our f�rst
annual d�v�dend too much. It w�ll all come �n as soon as wanted. At
our last meet�ng the number of members was �ncreased to upwards
of 1,300, and more than one hundred appl�cants were rejected,
because there seemed to be no end, and we became almost
fr�ghtened at the number. Among our members are f�ve m�ll-wr�ghts,
s�x mach�n�sts, furnacemen, pr�nters, manufacturers of cloth, paper,
etc., and almost every other k�nd of mechan�cs you can ment�on,
bes�des farmers �n abundance.

"Farm�ng and garden�ng were commenced on the doma�n about
the m�ddle of Apr�l, and two weeks s�nce, when I came away, there
were seventy-one adult male and more than half that number of
adult female laborers on the ground, and more constantly arr�v�ng.



We shall not however be able to accommodate more than about 200
res�dent members th�s season.

"There �s much talk about the format�on of other Assoc�at�ons �n
th�s State (M�ch�gan), and I am well conv�nced that others w�ll be
formed next w�nter. The fact �s, men have lost all conf�dence �n each
other, and those who have stud�ed the theory of Assoc�at�on, are
des�rous of escap�ng from the present hollow-hearted state of
c�v�l�zed soc�ety, �n wh�ch fraud and heartless compet�t�on gr�nd the
more noble-m�nded of our c�t�zens to the dust.

"The Alphadelph�a Assoc�at�on w�ll not commence bu�ld�ng �ts
mans�on th�s season; but several groups have been organ�zed to
erect a two-story wooden bu�ld�ng, f�ve hundred and twenty-three
feet long, �nclud�ng the w�ngs, wh�ch w�ll be f�n�shed the com�ng Fall,
so as to answer for dwell�ngs t�ll we can bu�ld a mans�on, and
afterwards may be converted �nto a s�lk establ�shment or shops. The
pr�nc�pal pursu�t th�s year, bes�des putt�ng up th�s bu�ld�ng, w�ll be
farm�ng and prepar�ng for erect�ng a furnace, saw-m�ll, mach�ne-
shop, etc. We have more than one hundred thousand feet of lumber
on hand; and a saw-m�ll, wh�ch we took as stock, �s runn�ng day and
n�ght.

"I do not see any obstacle to our future prosper�ty. Our farmers
have plenty of wheat on the ground. We have teams, prov�s�ons, all
we ought to des�re on the doma�n; and best of all, s�nce the locat�on
of the bu�ld�ngs has been dec�ded, we are perfectly un�ted, and have
never yet had an angry d�scuss�on on any subject. We have rel�g�ous
meet�ngs tw�ce a week, and preach�ng at least once, and shall have
schools very soon. If God be for us, of wh�ch we have suff�c�ent
ev�dence, who can preva�l aga�nst us?

"Our doma�n �s certa�nly unr�valed �n �ts advantages �n M�ch�gan,
possess�ng every k�nd of so�l that can be found �n the State. Our
people are moral, rel�g�ous, and �ndustr�ous, hav�ng been actually
engaged �n manual labor, w�th few except�ons, all the�r days. The
place where the mans�on and out-houses w�ll stand, �s a most
beaut�ful level pla�n, of nearly two m�les �n extent, that wants no
grad�ng, and can be �rr�gated by a constant stream of water flow�ng



from a lake. Between �t and the r�ver �s another pla�n, twelve feet
lower, on wh�ch our manufactor�es may be set �n any des�rable
pos�t�on. Our m�ll-race �s half dug by nature, and can be f�n�shed,
accord�ng to the est�mate of the State eng�neer, for e�ghteen hundred
dollars, g�v�ng f�ve and a-half feet fall w�thout a dam, wh�ch may be
ra�sed by a grant from the Leg�slature, add�ng three feet more, and
afford�ng water-power suff�c�ent to dr�ve f�fty pa�r of m�ll-stones. A
very large spr�ng, brought nearly a m�le �n p�pes, w�ll r�se nearly f�fty
feet at our mans�on. The Central ra�lroad runs across our doma�n.
We have a great abundance of f�rst-rate t�mber, and land as r�ch as
any �n the State.

"Our const�tut�on �s l�beral, and secures the fullest �nd�v�dual
freedom and �ndependence. Wh�le cap�tal �s fully protected �n �ts
r�ghts and guaranteed �n �ts �nterests, �t �s not allowed to exerc�se an
undue control, or �n the least degree encroach on personal l�berty,
even �f th�s too common tendency could poss�bly man�fest �tself �n
Assoc�at�on. As we proceed I w�ll �nform you of our progress.

H.R. S���������."

The Harb�nger of January 17, 1846, ment�ons the Alphadelph�a as
st�ll ex�st�ng and �n hopeful cond�t�on; but we f�nd no further not�ce of
�t �n that quarter. Macdonald tells the follow�ng story of �ts fortunes
and fa�lure, the substance of wh�ch he obta�ned from Dr. Schetterly:

"At the commencement a d�sagreement took place between a Mr.
Tubbs and the rest of the members. Mr. Tubbs wanted to have the
bu�ld�ngs located on the land he had owned; but the Assoc�at�on
would not agree to that, because the d�gg�ng of a m�ll-race on the
s�de of the r�ver proposed by Mr. Tubbs would have cost nearly
$18,000; whereas on the ra�lroad s�de of the r�ver, wh�ch was
supposed to be a much better bu�ld�ng-place, the race would have
cost only $1,800. The consequence was that all but Mr. Tubbs voted
for the ra�lroad s�de, and Mr. Tubbs left, no doubt �n d�sgust, at the
same t�me caut�on�ng every person aga�nst �nvest�ng property �n the
Phalanx. Th�s d�sagreement at the commencement of the



exper�ment threw a damper on �t, from wh�ch �t never ent�rely
recovered.

"There were a number of ord�nary farm-houses on the doma�n,
and a beg�nn�ng of a Phalanstery seventy feet long was erected to
accommodate those who res�ded there the f�rst w�nter. The rooms
were comfortable but small. A large frame-house was also begun.
Dur�ng the warm weather a number of persons l�ved �n a large board
shanty.

"The members of the Assoc�at�on were mostly farmers, though
there were bu�lders, shoemakers, ta�lors, blacksm�ths and pr�nters,
and one ed�tor; all tolerably sk�llful and generally well �nformed;
though but few could wr�te for the paper called the Tocs�n, wh�ch was
publ�shed there. The moral�ty of the members �s sa�d to have been
good, w�th one except�on. A school was carr�ed on part of the t�me,
and they had an exchange of some seventy per�od�cals and
newspapers. No rel�g�ous tests were requ�red �n the adm�ss�on of
members. They had preach�ng by one of the pr�nters, or by any
person who came along, w�thout ask�ng about h�s creed.

"All l�ved �n clover so long as a ton of sugar or any other such
luxury lasted; but before prov�s�ons could be ra�sed, these luxur�es
were all consumed, and most of the members had to subs�st
afterward on coarser fare than they were accustomed to. No money
was pa�d �n, and the members who owned property abroad could not
sell �t. The off�cers made bad barga�ns �n sell�ng some farms that lay
outs�de the doma�n. Laborers became d�scouraged and some left;
but many held on longer than they otherw�se would have done,
because a hundred acres of beaut�ful wheat greeted them �n the
f�elds. In the w�nter some of the �nfluent�al members went away
temporar�ly, and thus left the real fr�ends of the Assoc�at�on �n the
m�nor�ty; and when they returned after two or three months absence,
every th�ng was turned up-s�de-down. There was a man�fest lack of
good management and fores�ght. The old settlers accused the
major�ty of th�s, and were themselves elected off�cers; but �t appears
that they managed no better, and f�nally broke up the concern."



CHAPTER XXXIII.

LA GRANGE PHALANX.ToC

The f�rst not�ce of th�s Assoc�at�on �s the follow�ng announcement
�n the Phalanx, October 5, 1843:

"Preparat�ons are mak�ng to establ�sh an Assoc�at�on �n La Grange
County, Ind�ana, wh�ch w�ll probably be done th�s fall, upon qu�te an
extens�ve scale, as many of the most �nfluent�al and worthy
�nhab�tants of that sect�on are deeply �nterested �n the cause."

[From a letter of W.S. Prent�se, Secretary of the La Grange Phalanx,
publ�shed �n the Phalanx, February 5, 1844.]

"We have now about th�rty fam�l�es, and I bel�eve m�ght have f�fty, �f
we had room for them. We have �n preparat�on and nearly
completed, a bu�ld�ng large enough to accommodate our present
members. They w�ll all be settled and ready to commence bus�ness
�n the spr�ng. They leave the�r former homes and take possess�on of
the�r rooms as fast as they are completed. The bu�ld�ng, �nclud�ng a
house erected before we began by the owner of a part of our estate,
�s one hundred and n�nety-two feet long, two stor�es h�gh, d�v�ded so
as to g�ve each fam�ly from twelve to s�xteen feet front and twenty-s�x
feet depth, mak�ng a front room and one or two bed-rooms. One
hundred and twenty feet of th�s bu�ld�ng �s ent�rely new. We
commenced �t �n September, and have had lumber, br�ck and l�me to
haul from f�ve to twelve m�les. All these mater�als can be hereafter



furn�shed on our doma�n. Notw�thstand�ng the d�sadvantages and
waste attendant on hasty act�on w�thout prev�ous plan, we shall have
our tenements at least as cheap aga�n as they would cost
separately. Our farm cons�sts of about f�fteen hundred acres of
excellent land, four hundred of wh�ch �s �mproved, about three
hundred of r�ch meadow, w�th a stream runn�ng through �t, fall�ng
twelve feet, and mak�ng a good water-power. We are about forty
m�les from Fort Wayne, on the Wabash and Er�e canal. Our land,
�nclud�ng one large new house and three large new barns, and a
saw-m�ll �n operat�on, cost us about $8.00 per acre. It was put �n as
stock, at $10.31 for �mproved, and $2.68 for un�mproved. We have
about one hundred head of cattle, two hundred sheep, and horse
and ox teams enough for all purposes: also farm�ng tools �n
abundance; and �n fact every th�ng necessary to carry on such
branches of bus�ness as we �ntend to undertake at present, except
money. Th�s property was put �n as stock, at �ts cash value; cows at
$10.00, sheep $1.50, horses $50.00, wheat f�fty cents, corn twenty-
f�ve cents.

"We shall have about one hundred and f�fty persons when all are
assembled; probably about half of th�s number w�ll be ch�ldren. Our
school w�ll commence �n a few days. We have a charter from the
Leg�slature, one prov�s�on of wh�ch, �nserted by ourselves, �s, that we
shall never, as a soc�ety, contract a debt. We are located �n
Spr�ngf�eld, La Grange County, Ind�ana. The nearest post-off�ce �s
Mongoqu�nong. We th�nk our locat�on a good one. Our members are
seventy-three of them pract�cal farmers, and the rest mechan�cs,
teachers, etc. We shall not commence bu�ld�ng our ma�n ed�f�ce at
present. When our dwell�ng rooms, now �n progress, are completed,
and such work-shops as are necessary to accommodate our
mechan�cs, we shall stop bu�ld�ng unt�l more cap�tal flows �n, e�ther
from abroad or from our own labors. It �s a p�ty that the mechan�cs of
the c�ty and farmers of the country could not be un�ted. They would
do far better together than separate. We have two of the best
phys�c�ans �n the country �n our number."

[From the Harb�nger, July 4, 1846.]



"L� G����� P������.—Th�s Assoc�at�on has been �n operat�on
some two years, and has been �ncorporated s�nce the f�rst of June,
1845. It commenced on the sure pr�nc�ple of �ncurr�ng no debts,
wh�ch �t has adhered to, w�th the except�on of some f�fteen hundred
dollars yet due on �ts doma�n. We f�nd �n the True Tocs�n a statement
of the operat�ons of th�s Assoc�at�on for the last f�fteen months, and
of �ts present cond�t�on, by Mr. Anderson, �ts Secretary, from wh�ch
we make the follow�ng extracts:
"Annual Statement of the cond�t�on of La Grange Phalanx, on the 1st

day of Apr�l, 1846.

"Total valuat�on of
the real and
personal estate of
the Phalanx,
�nclud�ng book
accounts, due from
members and
others  $19,861.61
Deduct cap�tal
stock. $14,668.39  
Deduct debts 1,128.82 15,797.21

Total product for
f�fteen months
prev�ous to the
above date  $4,064.40

Be�ng a net �ncrease of property on hand (s�nce our settlement on
the 1st of January, 1845), of $1,535.63, the balance of the total
product above hav�ng been consumed (namely, $2,531.72) �n the
shape of rent, tu�t�on, fuel, food and cloth�ng. The above product
forms a d�v�dend to labor of s�xty-one cents e�ght m�lls per day of ten
hours, and to the cap�tal stock four and eleven-twelfths per cent. per
annum.

"Our doma�n at present cons�sts of ten hundred and forty-f�ve
acres of good land, watered by l�v�ng spr�ngs. The land �s about one-



half pra�r�e, the balance open�ngs, well t�mbered. We have four
hundred and n�nety-two acres �mproved, and two hundred and f�fty
acres of meadow. The �mprovements �n bu�ld�ngs are three barns,
some out-houses, blacksm�th's-shop, and a dwell�ng house large
enough to accommodate s�xteen fam�l�es; bes�des a school-room
twenty-s�x by th�rty-s�x feet, and a d�n�ng-room of the same s�ze. All
our land �s w�th�n fences. We cons�der our cond�t�on b�ds fa�r for the
real�zat�on of at least a share of happ�ness, even upon the earth.

"The rule by wh�ch th�s Assoc�at�on makes d�v�dends to cap�tal �s
as follows: When labor shall rece�ve seventy-f�ve cents per day of
ten hours at average or common farm�ng labor, then cap�tal shall
rece�ve s�x per cent. per annum, and �n that rat�o, be the d�v�dend
what �t may; �n other words, an �nvestment of one hundred dollars for
one year w�ll rece�ve the same amount wh�ch m�ght be pa�d to e�ght
days average labor.

"There are now ten fam�l�es of us at th�s place, bus�ly engaged �n
agr�culture. We are rather dest�tute of mechan�cs, and would be very
much pleased to have a good blacksm�th and shoemaker, of good
moral character and steady hab�ts, and w�thal Assoc�at�on�sts, jo�n
our number.

"S�nce our commencement �n the fall of 1843, our school has been
�n act�ve operat�on up to the present t�me, w�th the except�on of some
few vacat�ons. It �s our most s�ncere des�re to have the very best
�nstruct�on �n school, wh�ch our means w�ll enable us to procure."

The Harb�nger adds: "The preamble to the const�tut�on of th�s l�ttle
band of p�oneers �n the cause of human elevat�on, shows that the�r
enterpr�se �s an�mated by the h�ghest purposes. We trust that they
w�ll not be d�sheartened by any d�scouragements or obstacles.
These must of necess�ty be many; but �t should be borne �n m�nd that
they can not be equal to the burdens wh�ch the self�shness and
antagon�sm of the ex�st�ng order of th�ngs lay upon every one who
to�ls through �ts rout�ne. The poorest Assoc�at�on affords a sphere of
purer, more honest, and heart�er l�fe than the best soc�ety that we
know of �n the c�v�l�zed world. Let our fr�ends persevere; they are on



the r�ght track, and whatever m�stakes they may make, we do not
doubt that they w�ll succeed �n establ�sh�ng for themselves and the�r
ch�ldren a soc�ety of un�ted �nterests."

[Commun�cat�on �n the Harb�nger.]
Spr�ngf�eld, June, 14, 1846.

"We hope our humble effort here to establ�sh a Phalanx, w�ll �n due
t�me be crowned w�th success. Our prospects s�nce we got our
charter have been very cheer�ng, notw�thstand�ng the d�ff�cult�es
attendant upon so weak an attempt to form a nucleus, around wh�ch
we expect to see truth and happ�ness assembled �n perpetual un�on,
and that too at no very d�stant per�od. Our numbers have lately been
�ncreased by some members from the Alphadelph�a Assoc�at�on,
whose fa�th has outl�ved that of others �n the attempt to establ�sh an
Assoc�at�on at that place.

"Agr�culture has been our ma�n and almost only employment s�nce
we came together. We have ten hundred and forty-f�ve acres of
excellent land, four hundred and n�nety-two acres of wh�ch are
�mproved, and two hundred and f�fty acres of �t are natural meadow.
We are prepar�ng th�s fall to sow three hundred acres of wheat. Our
doma�n �s as yet dest�tute of water-power except on a very l�m�ted
scale. Our locat�on �n other respects �s all that could be w�shed. We
have a very f�ne orchard of peach-and apple-trees, set out mostly a
year ago last spr�ng, and many of the trees w�ll soon bear, they
hav�ng been moved from orchards wh�ch were set out for the use of
fam�l�es on d�fferent po�nts of what we now call our doma�n. We shall
have th�s season a cons�derable quant�ty of apples and peaches
from old trees wh�ch have not been moved. The wheat crop
prom�ses to be very abundant �n th�s part of the country. Oats and
corn are rather backward on account of the late dry weather. We
have at present on the ground one hundred and forty acres of wheat,
f�fty-two acres of oats, th�rty-e�ght acres of corn, bes�des buckwheat,
potatoes, beans, squashes, pumpk�ns, melons and what not.

"W������ A�������, Secretary."



Macdonald g�ves the follow�ng meager account of the decease of
th�s Phalanx:

"A person named Jones owned nearly one-half of the stock, and �t
appears that h�s �nfluence was such that he managed trad�ng and
money matters all �n h�s own way, whether he was an off�cer or not.
Th�s gave great d�ssat�sfact�on to the members, and has been
ass�gned as the ch�ef cause of the�r fa�lure. They possessed about
one thousand acres of land, w�th plenty of bu�ld�ngs of all k�nds. The
members were mostly farmers, tolerably moral, but lack�ng �n
enterpr�se and sc�ence. They ma�nta�ned schools and preach�ng �n
abundance, and l�ved as well as western farmers commonly do. But
they fully proved that, though hard labor �s �mportant �n such
exper�ments, yet w�thout the r�ght k�nd of gen�us to gu�de, mere labor
�s va�n."

CHAPTER XXXIV.

OTHER WESTERN EXPERIMENTS.ToC

A half dozen obscure Assoc�at�ons, begun or contemplated �n the
Western States, w�ll be d�sposed of together �n th�s chapter; and then
all that w�ll rema�n of the exper�ments on our l�st, w�ll be the famous
tr�o w�th wh�ch we propose to conclude our h�story of Amer�can
Four�er�sm—the W�scons�n, the North Amer�can and the Brook Farm
Phalanxes.



One of the exper�ments ment�oned by Macdonald, but about wh�ch
he g�ves very l�ttle �nformat�on, was

THE COLUMBIAN PHALANX.
Th�s Assoc�at�on turns up tw�ce �n the pages of the Harb�nger; but

we can not ascerta�n when �t started, how long �t lasted, nor even
where �t was located, except that �t was �n Frankl�n County, Oh�o.
Nevertheless �t crowed cheer�ly �n �ts t�me, as the follow�ng
paragraphs test�fy:

[Letter to the Harb�nger, August 15, 1845.]
"It �s reported all through the country, and currently w�th�n th�rty

m�les of the locat�on, that the Columb�an Phalanx have d�sbanded
and broken up; and that those who rema�n are �n a constant state of
d�scontent and b�cker�ng, ow�ng to want of food and comforts of l�fe.
Now, s�r, hav�ng v�s�ted th�s spot, and v�ewed for myself, I can safely
say, that �n no one th�ng �s th�s true. In fact only one fam�ly has left,
and �t �s supposed that they can't stay away; wh�le f�ve fam�l�es are
now enter�ng or about to enter, from Beverly, Morgan County, all of
good, substant�al character. As good a state of harmony ex�sts �n the
Phalanx as could poss�bly be expected �n so �nc�p�ent a state. On
Saturday last, hav�ng the requ�red number of fam�l�es (th�rty-two),
they went �nto an �ncept�ve organ�zat�on; and all feel that at no t�me
have the prospects been as fa�r as at th�s moment. In proof of th�s, �t
need only be stated, that they are about four thousand dollars ahead
of the�r payments, and no �nterest due t�ll spr�ng, w�th no other debts
that they are not able to meet. They have one hundred and th�rty-
seven acres of wheat, and th�rteen of rye, all of a most excellent
qual�ty, dec�dedly the best that I have seen th�s year; not more than
ten or f�fteen acres at all �njured. On a part of �t they calculate to get
twenty-f�ve bushels to the acre. They have one hundred and f�fty
acres of corn, much better than the corn generally �n Frankl�n
County; one hundred acres of oats, all of the largest k�nd; f�fteen
acres of potatoes, �n the most flour�sh�ng cond�t�on; four acres of
beans; f�ve acres of v�nes; bes�des forty acres of pumpk�ns! (won't



they have p�es!) one acre of sweet potatoes; ten thousand cabbage
plants; and are prepar�ng ground for f�ve acres of turn�ps; s�x acres of
buckwheat; f�ve acres of flax, and ten acres of garden. I had the
pleasure of tak�ng d�nner w�th them to-day at the publ�c table,
furn�shed as comfortably as we generally f�nd. They have prov�s�ons
enough grow�ng to supply three t�mes the�r number, and they are
calculat�ng on a large �ncrease th�s season. They are fully sat�sf�ed of
the val�d�ty of the�r deed, wh�ch they are soon to secure."

[A letter from a Member, �n the Harb�nger.]
"Columb�an Phalanx, October 4, 1845.

"If I have sa�d aught �n h�gh-toned language of our future
prospects, preserve �t as truth, sacred as Holy Wr�t. We are �n a
prosperous cond�t�on. The l�ttle d�ff�cult�es wh�ch beset us for a t�me,
ar�s�ng from lack of means, and wh�ch the world magn�f�ed �nto
destruct�on and death, have been d�ss�pated.

"Our crops of gra�n are the very best �n the State of Oh�o, a very
severe drought hav�ng preva�led �n the north of the State. We could,
�f we w�shed, sell all our corn on the ground. We have one hundred
and f�fty acres, every acre of wh�ch w�ll y�eld one hundred bushels.
We have cut one hundred acres of good oats. Potatoes, pumpk�ns,
melons, etc., are also good. We are now gett�ng out stuff to bu�ld a
flour�ng-m�ll �n Zanesv�lle, for a Mr. Beaumont; two small groups of
seven persons each, make twenty-f�ve dollars per day at the job. We
have the best hewed t�mber that ever came to Zanesv�lle; and �t �s
used �n all the m�lls and br�dges �n th�s reg�on. We have purchased
f�xtures for a new steam saw-m�ll, w�th two saws and a c�rculator, and
var�ous other small mach�nery, all ent�rely new, wh�ch we shall get
�nto operat�on soon. Plenty to eat, dr�nk, and wear, w�th three
hundred dollars per week com�ng �n, all from our own �ndustry,
�mparts to us a tone of feel�ng of a qu�te d�fferent zest, to an
abundance obta�ned �n any other way. The world has watched w�th
anx�ous sol�c�tude our capac�ty to surv�ve alone. Now that we have
ga�ned shore, we f�nd extended to us the r�ght hand of the cap�tal�st
and the labor�ng man; they beg perm�ss�on to jo�n our band.



"You are already aware, no doubt, that the Beverly Assoc�at�on
has jo�ned us. The Integral hav�ng fa�led to obta�n the locat�on they
had selected, some of the members have un�ted the�r efforts w�th us.
Tell Mr. W., of Alleghany, to come here; tell h�m for me that all danger
�s out of the quest�on. Please by all means tell Mr. M. to come here;
tell h�m what I have wr�tten. Tell H., of Beaver, to come and see us,
and say to h�m that you have always fa�led �n dep�ct�ng the comforts
and pleasures of Assoc�at�on. And �n f�ne, say to all the
Assoc�at�on�sts �n P�ttsburg, that we are do�ng well, even better than
we ourselves ever expected; and �f they w�sh to know more and
judge for themselves, let them come and see us.

Yours, J.R.W."

These are all the memor�als that rema�n of the Columb�an
Phalanx. Another exper�ment of some note and enterpr�se, but w�th
scanty h�story, was

THE SPRING FARM ASSOCIATION, WISCONSIN.
"In the year 1845," says Macdonald, "there was qu�te an

exc�tement �n the qu�et l�ttle v�llage of Sheboygan Falls, W�scons�n,
on the subject of Four�er Assoc�at�on, st�mulated by the energet�c
m�nd of Dr. P. Cady of Oh�o. Meet�ngs were held and Soc�al�sm was
d�scussed, unt�l ten fam�l�es agreed to attempt an Assoc�at�on
somewhere �n the w�lds of Sheboygan County. In mak�ng a select�on
of a su�table place, they d�v�ded �nto two part�es, the one w�sh�ng to
settle on the shore of Lake M�ch�gan, and the other about twenty
m�les from the lake and s�x m�les from any hab�tat�on. So strong were
the op�n�ons and prejud�ces of each, that the tents were p�tched �n
both places. The follow�ng br�ef account relates to the one wh�ch was
commenced �n February, 1846, on Government land about twenty
m�les from the lake shore, and was named 'Spr�ng Farm' from the
lovely spr�ngs of water wh�ch were found there. (The other company
was less successful.) The objects proposed to be carr�ed out by th�s
l�ttle band, were 'Un�on, Equal R�ghts, and Soc�al Guarant�es.'



"The pecun�ary means, to beg�n w�th, amounted to only $1,000,
put �n as jo�nt stock. The members cons�sted of s�x fam�l�es, �nclud�ng
ten ch�ldren. Among them were farmers, blacksm�ths, carpenters and
jo�ners. They were tolerably �ntell�gent, and w�th rel�g�ous op�n�ons
var�ous and free. They possessed an unf�n�shed two-story frame
bu�ld�ng, twenty feet by th�rty. They cult�vated th�rty acres of the
pra�r�e, and a small open�ng �n the t�mber; but they appear to have
made very l�ttle progress; though they worked �n company for three
years."

One of the members thus answered Macdonald's quest�ons
concern�ng the general course and results of the exper�ment:

"Mr. B.C. Trowbr�dge was generally looked up to as leader of the
soc�ety. The land was bought of Government by �nd�v�dual res�dent
members. We had noth�ng to boast of �n �mprovements; they were
only ant�c�pated. We obta�ned no a�d from w�thout; what we d�d not
prov�de for ourselves, we went w�thout. The frost cut off our crops
the second year, and left us short of prov�s�ons. We were not
troubled w�th d�shonest management, and generally agreed �n all our
affa�rs. We d�ssolved by mutual agreement. The reasons of fa�lure
were poverty, d�vers�ty of hab�ts and d�spos�t�ons, and
d�sappo�ntments through fa�lure of harvest. Though we fa�led �n th�s
attempt, yet �t has left an �ndel�ble �mpress�on on the m�nds of one-
half the members at least, that a harmon�ous Assoc�at�on �n some
form �s the way, and the only way, that the human m�nd can be fully
and properly developed; and the general bel�ef �s, that commun�ty of
property �s the most pract�cable form."

THE BUREAU COUNTY PHALANX.
In the f�rst number of the Phalanx, October 5, 1843, �t �s ment�oned

that a small Assoc�at�on had been commenced �n Bureau County,
Ill�no�s. Macdonald repeats the ment�on, and adds, "No further
part�culars."



THE WASHTENAW PHALANX
was projected at Ann Arbor, M�ch�gan, and a monthly paper called

the Future, was started �n connect�on w�th �t; but �t appears to have
fa�led before �t got fa�rly �nto operat�on; as the Phalanx barely refers
to �t once, and Macdonald d�sm�sses �t as a mere abort�ve
exc�tement.

GARDEN GROVE COMMUNITY, IOWA,
was projected by D. Roberts, W. Dav�s, and others. The plan was

to settle a colony of the "r�ght sort" on cont�guous lots, each fam�ly
w�th �ts separate farm and dwell�ng, but all hav�ng a common
pleasure-ground, danc�ng-hall, lecture-room and sem�nary. What
came of �t �s not known.

THE IOWA PIONEER PHALANX
�s ment�oned tw�ce �n the Phalanx, as a Four�er�st colony about to

em�grate from Jefferson County, New York, to Iowa. It �ssued a
paper; but whether �t ever em�grated or what became of �t, does not
appear.

If there were any more of these feeble exper�ments—as there may
have been many—they escaped the sharp eyes of Macdonald and
the Harb�nger, and left no memor�als.

CHAPTER XXXV.

THE WISCONSIN PHALANX.ToC



Th�s was one of the most consp�cuous exper�ments of the Four�er
epoch. The not�ces of �t �n the Phalanx and Harb�nger are qu�te
volum�nous. We shall have to curta�l them as much as poss�ble, and
st�ll our patchwork w�ll be a long one. The W�scons�n had the
advantage of most other Phalanxes �n the sk�ll of �ts spokesman. Mr.
Warren Chase, a gentleman at present well known among
Sp�r�tual�sts, was �ts founder and pr�nc�pal manager. Most of the
�mportant commun�cat�ons relat�ng to �t �n the soc�al�st�c Journals and
other papers, were from h�s ready pen. We w�ll do our best to save
all that �s most valuable �n them, wh�le we om�t what seems to be
�rrelevant or repet�t�ous. It may be understood that we are �ndebted
to the Phalanx and Harb�nger for nearly all our quotat�ons from other
papers.

[From the Green Bay Republ�can, Apr�l 30, 1844.]
"W�������� P������.—We have just been �nformed by the agent

of the above Assoc�at�on, that the locale has been chosen, and ten
sect�ons of the f�nest land �n the Terr�tory entered at the Green Bay
Land Off�ce. The locat�on �s on a small stream near Green Lake,
Marquette county. The teams convey�ng the requ�s�te �mplements,
w�ll start �n a week, and the �mprovements w�ll be commenced
�mmed�ately. We are �n favor of Four�er's plan of Assoc�at�on,
although we very much fear that �t w�ll be unsuccessful on account of
the self�shness of mank�nd, th�s be�ng the pr�nc�pal obstacle to be
overcome: yet we are pleased to see the commendable zeal
man�fested by the members of the W�scons�n Phalanx, who are
mostly lead�ng and �nfluent�al c�t�zens of Rac�ne County. The
feas�b�l�ty of Assoc�at�on w�ll now be tested �n such a manner that the
quest�on w�ll be dec�ded, at least so far as W�scons�n �s concerned."

[From a letter �n the Southport Telegraph,]
W�scons�n Phalanx, May 27, 1844.



"We left Southport on Monday, the 20th �nst., and arr�ved on the
proposed doma�n, w�thout acc�dent, on Saturday last at f�ve o'clock
P.M. Th�s morn�ng (Monday) the f�rst bus�ness was to d�v�de �nto two
compan�es, one for f�nd�ng the survey stakes, and the other for
sett�ng up the tent on the ground des�gned for bu�ld�ng and
garden�ng purposes. E�ght men, w�th ox-teams and cattle, arr�ved
between n�ne and ten A.M. After d�nner the members all met �n the
tent and proceeded to a regular organ�zat�on, Mr. Chase be�ng �n the
cha�r and Mr. Rounds Secretary.

"A prayer was offered, express�ng thanks for our safe protect�on
and arr�val, and �nvok�ng the D�v�ne bless�ng for our future peace and
prosper�ty. The l�st of res�dent members was called (n�neteen �n
number), and they d�v�ded themselves �nto two ser�es, v�z.,
agr�cultural and mechan�cal (each appo�nt�ng a foreman), w�th a
m�scellaneous group of laborers, under the superv�s�on of the
res�dent d�rectors.

"A letter was read by request of the members, from Peter
Johnson, a member of the board of d�rectors, relat�ng to the proper
conduct of the members �n the�r general deportment, and rem�nd�ng
them of the�r obl�gat�ons to the�r Creator.

"The agr�cultural ser�es are to commence plow�ng and plant�ng to-
morrow, and the mechan�cal to excavate a cellar and prepare for the
erect�on of a frame bu�ld�ng, twenty-two feet by twenty, wh�ch �s
des�gned as a central w�ng for a bu�ld�ng twenty-two feet by one
hundred and twenty. There are n�neteen men and one boy now on
the doma�n. The stock cons�sts of f�fty-four head of cattle, large and
small, �nclud�ng e�ght yoke of oxen and three span of horses. More
men are expected dur�ng the week, and others are prepar�ng to
come th�s summer. Fam�l�es w�ll be here as the bu�ld�ng can be
suff�c�ently advanced to accommodate them.

"A few words �n regard to the doma�n: There �s a stream wh�ch,
from �ts clearness, we have denom�nated Crystal Creek; �t has
suff�c�ent fall and water suppl�ed by spr�ngs, for one or two m�ll-seats.
It runs over a bed of l�me-stone, wh�ch abounds here, and can be
had conven�ent for fences and bu�ld�ng. There �s a good supply of



pra�r�e and t�mber. Every member �s well pleased w�th the locat�on,
and also the arrangements for bus�ness. Up to th�s t�me no
d�scordant note has sounded �n our company.

"We have begun w�thout a debt, wh�ch �s a source of great
sat�sfact�on to each member; and we are certa�n of success,
prov�ded that the same un�on preva�ls wh�ch has h�therto, and the
company �ncur no debt by loan or otherw�se, �n the transact�on of
bus�ness. We expect to be prepared th�s summer or fall to �ssue the
prospectus of a paper to be publ�shed on the ground.

"G��. H. S�������."

[From a letter of Warren Chase.]
"W�scons�n Phalanx, September, 12, 1844.

"Our f�rst company, cons�st�ng of about twenty men, arr�ved here
and commenced �mprovements on the 27th of May last. We put �n
about twenty acres of spr�ng crops, mostly potatoes, buckwheat,
turn�ps, etc., and have now one hundred acres of w�nter wheat �n the
ground. We have erected three bu�ld�ngs (des�gned for w�ngs to a
large one to be erected th�s fall), �n wh�ch there are about twenty
fam�l�es snugly stored, yet comfortable and happy and busy,
compr�s�ng �n all about e�ghty persons, men, women, and ch�ldren.
We have also erected a saw-m�ll, wh�ch w�ll be ready to run �n a few
days, after wh�ch we shall proceed to erect better dwell�ngs. We do
all our cook�ng �n one k�tchen, and all eat at one table. All our labor
(except�ng a part of female labor, on wh�ch there �s a reduct�on), �s
for the present deemed �n the class of usefulness, and every
member works as well as poss�ble where he or she �s most needed,
under the general super�ntendence of the d�rectors. We adhere
str�ctly to our const�tut�on and by-laws, and adopt as fast as poss�ble
the system of Four�er. We have organ�zed our groups and ser�es �n a
s�mple manner, and thus far every th�ng goes adm�rably, and much
better than we could have expected �n our embryo state. We have
regular meet�ngs for bus�ness and soc�al purposes, by wh�ch means
we keep a harmony of feel�ng and concert of act�on. We have a
Sunday-school, B�ble-class, and D�v�ne serv�ce every Sabbath by



d�fferent denom�nat�ons, who occupy the Hall (as we have but one)
alternately; and all �s harmony �n that department, although we have
many members of d�fferent rel�g�ous soc�et�es. They all seem
determ�ned to lay as�de metaphys�cal d�fferences, and make a un�ted
soc�al effort, founded on the fundamental pr�nc�ples of rel�g�on.

"W����� C����."

[From a letter �n the Oh�o Amer�can, August, 1845.]
"I w�sh, through the med�um of your columns, to correct a

statement wh�ch has been go�ng the rounds of the newspapers �n
th�s v�c�n�ty and �n other parts, that the W�scons�n Phalanx has fa�led
and d�spersed. I am prepared to state, upon the author�ty of a letter
from the�r Secretary, dated July 31, 1845, that the report �s ent�rely
w�thout foundat�on. They have never been �n a more prosperous
cond�t�on, and the utmost harmony preva�ls. They are mov�ng
forward under a charter; own two thousand acres of f�ne land, w�th
water-power; twenty-n�ne yoke of oxen, th�rty-seven cows, and a
correspond�ng amount of other stock, such as horses, hogs, sheep,
etc.; are putt�ng �n four hundred acres of wheat th�s fall; have just
harvested one hundred acres of the best of wheat, f�fty-seven acres
of oats, and other gra�ns �n proport�on. They have been organ�zed a
l�ttle more than a year, and embrace �n the�r number about th�rty
fam�l�es.

"One very favorable feature �n th�s �nst�tut�on �s, that they are
ent�rely out of debt, and �ntend to rema�n so; they do not owe, and
are determ�ned never to owe, a s�ngle dollar. An excellent free
school �s prov�ded for all the members; and as they have no �dle
gentlemen or lad�es to support, all have t�me to rece�ve a good
educat�on."

[From a letter of Warren Chase.]
"W�scons�n Phalanx, August, 13, 1845.



"We are Assoc�at�on�sts of the Four�er school, and �ntend to reduce
h�s system to pract�ce as fast as poss�ble, cons�stently w�th our
s�tuat�on. We number at th�s t�me about one hundred and e�ghty
souls, be�ng the ent�re populat�on of the congress�onal townsh�p. We
are under the townsh�p government, organ�zed s�m�lar to the system
�n New York. Our town was set off and organ�zed last w�nter by the
Leg�slature, at wh�ch t�me the Assoc�at�on was also �ncorporated as a
jo�nt-stock company by a charter, wh�ch �s our const�tut�on. We had a
post-off�ce and weekly ma�l w�th�n forty days after our
commencement. Thus far we have obta�ned all we have asked for.

"We have rel�g�ous meet�ngs and Sabbath-schools, conducted by
members of some half-a-dozen d�fferent denom�nat�ons of
Chr�st�ans, w�th whom creeds and modes of fa�th are of m�nor
�mportance compared w�th rel�g�on. All are protected, and all �s
harmony �n that department. We have had no deaths and very l�ttle
s�ckness. No phys�c�an, no lawyer or preacher, yet res�des among
us; but we expect a phys�c�an soon, whose �nterest w�ll not confl�ct
w�th ours, and whose presence w�ll consequently not �ncrease
d�sease. In pol�t�cs we are about equally d�v�ded, and vote
accord�ngly; but generally bel�eve both part�es culpable for many of
the pol�t�cal ev�ls of the day.

"The Phalanx has a t�tle from Government to fourteen hundred
and forty acres of land, on wh�ch there �s one of the best of water-
powers, a saw-m�ll �n operat�on and a gr�st-m�ll bu�ld�ng; s�x hundred
and forty acres under �mprovement, four hundred of wh�ch �s now
seed�ng to w�nter wheat. We ra�sed about f�fteen hundred bushels
the past season, wh�ch �s suff�c�ent for our next year's bread; have
about seventy acres of corn on the ground, wh�ch looks well, and
other crops �n proport�on. We have an abundance of cattle, horses,
crops and prov�s�ons for the wants of our present numbers, and
phys�cal energy enough to obta�n more. Thus, you see, we are
tolerably �ndependent; and we �ntend to rema�n so, as we adm�t none
as members who have not suff�c�ent funds to �nvest �n stock, or
suff�c�ent phys�cal strength, to warrant the�r not be�ng a burden to the
soc�ety. We have one dwell�ng-house nearly f�n�shed, �n wh�ch res�de
twenty fam�l�es, w�th a long hall conduct�ng to the d�n�ng-room, where



all who are able, d�ne together. We �ntend next summer to erect
another for twenty fam�l�es more, w�th a hall conduct�ng to another
d�n�ng-room, suppl�ed from the same cook-room. We have one
school constantly, but have as yet been unable to do much toward
�mprov�ng that department, and had hoped to see someth�ng �n the
Harb�nger wh�ch would be a gu�de �n th�s branch of our organ�zat�on.
We look to the Brook Farm Phalanx for �nstruct�on �n th�s branch, and
hope to see �t �n the Harb�nger for the benef�t of ourselves and other
Assoc�at�ons.

"We have a well-regulated system of group�ng our laborers, but
have not yet organ�zed the ser�es. We have no d�ff�culty �n any
department of our bus�ness, and thus far more than our most
sangu�ne expectat�ons have been real�zed. We commenced w�th a
determ�nat�on to avo�d all debts, and have thus far adhered to our
resolut�on; for we bel�eved debts would d�sband more Assoc�at�ons
than any other one cause; and thus far, I bel�eve �t has, more than all
other causes put together.

"W����� C����."

From the Annual Statement of the Cond�t�on and Progress of the
W�scons�n Phalanx, for the f�scal year end�ng December 1, 1845.
"The four great ev�ls w�th wh�ch the world �s affl�cted, �ntox�cat�on,

lawsu�ts, quarrel�ng, and profane swear�ng, never have, and w�th the
present character and preva�l�ng hab�ts of our members, never can,
f�nd adm�ttance �nto our soc�ety. There �s but a very small proport�on
of the tattl�ng, backb�t�ng and cr�t�c�sms on character, usually found �n
ne�ghborhoods of as many fam�l�es. Perfect harmony and concert of
act�on preva�l among the members of the var�ous churches, and
each �nd�v�dual seems to lay as�de creeds, and str�ve for the
fundamental pr�nc�ples of rel�g�on. Many have cult�vated the soc�al
feel�ng by the study and pract�ce of vocal and �nstrumental mus�c. In
th�s there �s a constant progress v�s�ble. Our young gentlemen and
lad�es have occas�onally engaged �n cot�ll�ons, espec�ally on wedd�ng
occas�ons, of wh�ch we have had three the past summer.



"Our conven�ence for schools, the�r d�m�n�shed expense, &c., �s
known only to those acqua�nted w�th Assoc�at�on. We have done but
l�ttle �n perfect�ng th�s branch of our new organ�zat�on; but hav�ng
erected a school-house, we are prepared to commence our course
of moral, phys�cal and �ntellectual educat�on. For want of a
conven�ent place, we have not yet opened our read�ng-room or
l�brary, but �ntend to do so dur�ng the present month.

"The fam�ly c�rcle and secret domest�c relat�ons are not �ntruded on
by Assoc�at�on; each fam�ly may gather around �ts fam�ly altar,
secluded and alone, or m�ngle w�th ne�ghbors w�thout exposure to
wet or cold. In our soc�al and domest�c arrangements we have
approx�mated as far toward the plan of Four�er, as the d�ff�cult�es
�nc�dent to a new organ�zat�on �n an uncult�vated country would
perm�t. Ow�ng to our �nfant cond�t�on and w�sh to l�ve w�th�n our
means, our publ�c table has not been furn�shed as elegantly as m�ght
be des�rable to an ep�curean taste. From the somewhat detached
nature of our dwell�ngs, and the consequent �nconven�enc�es
attendant on all d�n�ng at one table, perm�ss�on was g�ven to such
fam�l�es as chose, to be furn�shed w�th prov�s�ons and cook the�r own
board. But one fam�ly has ava�led �tself of th�s pr�v�lege.

"In the var�ous departments of phys�cal labor, we have
accompl�shed much more than could have been done by the same
persons �n the �solated cond�t�on. We have broken and brought
under cult�vat�on, three hundred and twenty-f�ve acres of land; have
sown four hundred acres to w�nter wheat; harvested the hundred
acres wh�ch we had on the ground last fall; plowed one hundred and
seventy acres for crops the ensu�ng spr�ng; ra�sed s�xty acres of
corn, twenty of potatoes, twenty of buckwheat, and th�rty of peas,
beans, roots, etc.; bu�lt f�ve m�les of fence; cut four hundred tons of
hay; and expended a large amount of labor �n team�ng, bu�ld�ng
sheds, tak�ng care of stock, etc.

"We have nearly f�n�shed the long bu�ld�ng commenced last year
(two hundred and e�ght feet by th�rty-two), mak�ng comfortable
res�dences for twenty fam�l�es; bu�lt a stone school-house, twenty by
th�rty; a d�n�ng-room e�ghteen by th�rty; f�n�shed one of the twenty-by-
th�rty dwell�ngs bu�lt last year; expended about two hundred days'



labor d�gg�ng a race and foundat�on for a gr�st-m�ll th�rty by forty,
three stor�es h�gh, and for a shop twenty by twenty-f�ve, one story,
w�th stone basements to both, and erected frames for the same; bu�lt
a wash-house s�xty by twenty-two; a hen house eleven by th�rty, of
sun-dr�ed br�ck; an ash-house ten by twenty, of the same mater�al;
kept one man employed �n the saw-m�ll, one draw�ng logs, one �n the
blacksm�th shop, one shoe-mak�ng, and most of the t�me two about
the k�tchen.

"The est�mated value of our property on hand �s $27,725.22,
wholly un�ncumbered; and we are free from debt, except about $600
due to members, who have advanced cash for the purchase of
prov�s�ons and land. But to balance th�s, we have over $1,000
com�ng from members, on stock subscr�pt�ons not yet due.

"The whole number of hours' labor performed by the members
dur�ng the past year, reduced to the class of usefulness, �s 102,760;
number expended �n cook�ng, etc., and deducted for the board of
members, 21,170; number rema�n�ng after deduct�ng for board,
81,590, to wh�ch the amount due to labor �s d�v�ded. In th�s statement
the wash�ng �s not taken �nto account, fam�l�es hav�ng done the�r
own.

"Whole number of weeks board charged members (�nclud�ng
ch�ldren graduated to adults) forty-two hundred and th�rty-four. Cost
of board per week for each person, forty-four cents for prov�s�ons,
and f�ve hours labor.

"Whole amount of property on hand, as per �nvo�ce, $27,725.22.
Cost of property and stock �ssued up to December 1, $19,589.18.
Increase the past year, be�ng the product of labor, etc., $8,136.04;
one-fourth of wh�ch, or $2,034.01, �s cred�ted to cap�tal, be�ng twelve
per cent. per annum on stock, for the average t�me �nvested; and
three-fourths, or $6,102.03 to labor, be�ng seven and one-half cents
per hour.

"The property on hand cons�sts of the follow�ng �tems:

1,553 acres of land,
at $3.00 $4,659.00



Agr�cultural
�mprovements

1,522.47

Mechan�cal
�mprovements 8,405.00

Personal property 10,314.01
Advanced members
�n board, etc. 2,824.74

Amount $27,725.22

"W. C����, Pres�dent."



[From a letter of Warren Chase,]
W�scons�n Phalanx, March 3, 1846.

"S�nce our December statement, our course and progress has
been undev�at�ngly onward toward the goal. We have added e�ghty
acres to our land, mak�ng one thousand s�x hundred and th�rty-three
acres free of �ncumbrance. We are prepar�ng to ra�se e�ght hundred
acres of crops the com�ng season, f�n�sh our gr�st-m�ll, and bu�ld
some temporary res�dences, etc. We have adm�tted but one fam�ly
s�nce the 1st of December, although we have had many appl�cat�ons.
In th�s department of our organ�zat�on, as well as �n that of
contract�ng debts, we are prof�t�ng by the exper�ence of many
Assoc�at�ons who preceded or started w�th us.

"We pretend to have cons�derable knowledge of the ser�al law, but
we are not yet prepared, mentally or phys�cally, to adopt �t �n our
�ndustr�al operat�ons. We have someth�ng �n operat�on wh�ch
approaches about as near to �t as the rude hut does to the palace.
Even th�s �s better than none, and saves us from the merc�less
pelt�ngs of the storm.

"Success w�th us �s no longer a matter of doubt. Our quest�ons to
be settled are, How far and how fast can we adopt and put �n
pract�ce the system and pr�nc�ple wh�ch we bel�eve to be true,
w�thout endanger�ng or retard�ng our ult�mate object. We feel and
know that our cond�t�on and prospects are truly cheer�ng, and to the
fr�ends of the cause we can say, Come on, not to jo�n us, but to form
other Assoc�at�ons; for we can not rece�ve one-tenth of those who
apply for adm�ss�on. Noth�ng but the general pr�nc�ples of
Assoc�at�on are lawful tender w�th us. Money w�ll not buy adm�ss�on
for those who have no fa�th �n the pr�nc�ples, but who merely bel�eve,
as most of our ne�ghbors do, that we shall get r�ch; th�s �s not a rul�ng
pr�nc�ple here. W�th our mater�al, our means, and the pr�nc�ples of
eternal truth on our s�de, success �s ne�ther doubtful nor surpr�s�ng.

"We expect at our next annual statement, to be able to represent
ourselves as a m�n�mum Assoc�at�on of forty fam�l�es, not fully
organ�zed on Four�er's plan, but approach�ng to, and prepar�ng for �t.



W. C����."

From the Annual Statement of the Cond�t�on and Progress of the
W�scons�n Phalanx, for the f�scal year end�ng December 7, 1846.

"The study and adopt�on of the pr�nc�ples of �ndustr�al Assoc�at�on,
have here, as elsewhere, led all reflect�ng m�nds to acknowledge the
pr�nc�ples of Chr�st�an�ty, and to seek through those pr�nc�ples the
elevat�on of man to h�s true cond�t�on, a state of harmony w�th
h�mself, w�th nature and w�th God. The Soc�ety have rel�g�ous
preach�ng of some k�nd almost every Sabbath, but not un�formly of
that h�gh order of talent wh�ch they are prepared to apprec�ate.

"The educat�onal department �s not yet regulated as �t �s des�gned
to be; the Soc�ety have been too bus�ly engaged �n mak�ng such
�mprovements as were requ�red to supply the necessar�es of l�fe, to
devote the means and labor necessary to prepare such bu�ld�ngs as
are requ�red. We have not yet establ�shed our read�ng-room and
l�brary, more for the want of room, than for a lack of mater�als.

"The soc�al �ntercourse between the members has ever been
conducted w�th a h�gh-toned moral feel�ng, wh�ch repud�ates the
slanderous susp�c�ons of those enem�es of the system, who pretend
that the constant soc�al �ntercourse w�ll corrupt the morals of the
members; the tendency �s d�rectly the reverse.

"We have now one hundred and e�ghty res�dent members; one
hundred and one males, seventy-n�ne females; f�fty-s�x males and
th�rty-seven females over the age of twenty-one years. About e�ghty
have boarded at a publ�c table dur�ng the past year, at a cost of f�fty
cents per week and two and a half hours' labor; whole cost s�xty-
three cents. The others, most of the t�me, have had the�r prov�s�ons
charged to them, and done the�r own cook�ng �n the�r respect�ve
fam�l�es, although the�r apartments are very �nconven�ent for that
purpose. Most of the fam�l�es choose th�s mode of l�v�ng, more from
prev�ous hab�ts of domest�c arrangement and conven�ence, than
from economy. We have res�dent on the doma�n, th�rty-s�x fam�l�es
and th�rty s�ngle persons; f�fteen fam�l�es and th�rty s�ngle persons



board at the publ�c table: twenty-one fam�l�es board by themselves,
and the rema�n�ng f�ve s�ngle persons board w�th them.

"Four fam�l�es have left dur�ng the past year, and one returned that
had prev�ously left. One left to commence a new Assoc�at�on: one,
after a few weeks' res�dence, because the ch�ldren d�d not l�ke; and
two to seek other bus�ness more congen�al w�th the�r feel�ngs than
hard work. The Soc�ety has �ncreased �ts numbers the past year
about twenty, wh�ch �s not one-fourth of the appl�cants. The want of
room has prevented us from adm�tt�ng more.

"There has been 96,297 hours' med�um class labor performed
dur�ng the past year (mostly by males), wh�ch, ow�ng to the
extremely low appra�sal of property, and the d�sadvantage of hav�ng
a new farm to work on, has pa�d but f�ve cents per hour, and s�x per
cent. per annum on cap�tal.

"The amount of property �n jo�nt-stock, as per valuat�on, �s
$30,609.04; whole amount of l�ab�l�t�es, $1,095.33. The net product
or �ncome for the past year �s $6,341.84, one-fourth of wh�ch be�ng
cred�ted to cap�tal, makes the s�x per cent.; and three-fourths to
labor, makes the f�ve cents per hour. We have, as yet, no mach�nery
�n operat�on except a saw-m�ll, but have a gr�st-m�ll nearly ready to
commence gr�nd�ng. Our wheat crop came �n very l�ght, wh�ch,
together w�th the large amount of labor necessar�ly expended �n
temporary sheds and fences, wh�ch are not est�mated of any value,
makes our d�v�dend much less than �t w�ll be when we can construct
more permanent works. We have also many unf�n�shed works, wh�ch
do not yet afford us e�ther �ncome or conven�ence, but wh�ch w�ll tell
favorably on our future balance-sheets.

"The Soc�ety has advanced to the members dur�ng the past year
$3,293, mostly �n prov�s�ons and such necessary cloth�ng as could
be procured.

"The follow�ng schedule shows �n what the property of the Soc�ety
cons�sts, and �ts valuat�on:

1,713 acres of land,
at $3.00 $5,139.00



Agr�cultural
�mprovements

3,206.00

Agr�cultural products 4,806.76
Shops, dwell�ngs,
and out-houses 6,963.61

M�lls, m�ll-race and
dam 5,112.90

Cattle, horses,
sheep, hogs, &c. 3,098.45

Farm�ng tools, &c. 1,199.36
Mechan�cal tools,
&c. 367.26

Other personal
property 715.70

Amount $30,609.04

"W. C����, Pres�dent."

In the Harb�nger of March 27, 1847, there �s a letter from Warren
Chase g�v�ng e�ghteen elaborate reasons why the Four�er�sts
throughout the country should concentrate on the W�scons�n, and
make �t a great model Phalanx; wh�ch we om�t.

[From a letter of Warren Chase.]
"W�scons�n Phalanx, June 28, 1847.

"We have now been a l�ttle more than three years �n operat�on,
and my most sangu�ne expectat�ons have been more than real�zed.
We have about one hundred and seventy persons, who, w�th the
except�on of three or four fam�l�es, are contented and happy, and
more attached to th�s home than to any they ever had before. Those
three or four belong to the restless, d�scontented sp�r�ts, who are not
sat�sf�ed w�th any cond�t�on of l�fe, but are always seek�ng someth�ng
new. The Phalanx w�ll soon be �n a cond�t�on to adopt the pol�cy of
purchas�ng the amount of stock wh�ch any member may have
�nvested, whenever he shall w�sh to leave. As soon as th�s can be



done w�thout embarrass�ng our bus�ness, we shall have surmounted
the last obstacle to our onward progress. We have appl�cat�ons for
adm�ss�on constantly before us, but seldom adm�t one. We requ�re
larger amounts to be �nvested now when there �s no r�sk, than we d�d
at f�rst when the r�sk was great. We have borne the heat and burden
of the day, and now beg�n to reap the fru�ts of our labor. We also
must know that an appl�cant �s devoted to the cause, ready to endure
for �t hardsh�ps, pr�vat�ons and persecut�on, �f necessary, and that he
�s not �nduced to apply because he sees our phys�cal or pecun�ary
prosper�ty. We shall adm�t such as, �n our v�ew, are �n all respects
prepared for Assoc�at�on and can be useful to themselves and us;
but none but pract�cal work�ngmen need apply, for �dlers can not l�ve
here. They seem to be out of the�r element, and look s�ck and lean. If
no acc�dent befalls us, we shall declare a cash d�v�dend at our next
annual settlement.

"W. C����."

[From a letter �n the New York Tr�bune.]
"W�scons�n Phalanx, July 20, 1847.

"I have been v�s�t�ng th�s Assoc�at�on several days, look�ng �nto �ts
resources, both phys�cal and moral. Its phys�cal resources are
abundant. In a moral aspect there �s much here to encourage. The
people, n�nety of whom are adults, are generally qu�te �ntell�gent, and
possess a good development of the moral and soc�al facult�es. They
are earnest �nqu�rers after truth, and seem aware of the harmony of
thought and feel�ng that must preva�l to �nsure prosper�ty. They
rece�ve th�rty or forty d�fferent publ�cat�ons, wh�ch are thoroughly
perused. The females are excellent women, and the ch�ldren, about
e�ghty, are most prom�s�ng �n every respect. They are not yet well
s�tuated for carry�ng �nto effect all the �nd�spensable agenc�es of true
mental development, but they are not �dle on th�s momentous
subject. They have an excellent school for the ch�ldren, and the
young men and women are cult�vat�ng mus�c. Two or three among
them are adepts �n th�s beaut�ful art. Wh�le wr�t�ng, I hear good mus�c
by well-tra�ned vo�ces, w�th the Harmon�st accompan�ment.



"I do bel�eve someth�ng �n human �mprovement and enjoyment w�ll
soon be presented at Ceresco, that w�ll charm all v�s�tors, and prove
a conclus�ve argument aga�nst the skept�c�sm of the world as to the
capab�l�ty of the race to r�se above the soc�al ev�ls that affl�ct
mank�nd, and to atta�n a mental elevat�on wh�ch few have yet hoped
for. I expect to see here a garden �n wh�ch shall be represented all
that �s most beaut�ful �n the vegetable k�ngdom. I expect to see here
a l�brary and read�ng-room, neatly and plent�fully furn�shed, to wh�ch
rejo�c�ng hundreds w�ll resort for �nstruct�on and amusement. I expect
to see here a laboratory, where the chem�st w�ll unfold the operat�ons
of nature, and teach the most prof�table mode of apply�ng agr�cultural
labor. I expect to see here �nterest�ng cab�nets, where the m�neral
and an�mal k�ngdoms w�ll be presented �n m�n�ature. And I expect to
see all the arts cult�vated, and every th�ng beaut�ful and grand
generally apprec�ated.

H���."

On wh�ch the ed�tor of the Tr�bune observes: "We trust the remark
w�ll be taken �n good part, that the wr�ters of letters from these
Assoc�at�ve exper�ments are too apt to blend what they des�re or
hope to see, w�th what they actually do see."

[From a letter of J.J. Cooke �n the Tr�bune.]
"W�scons�n Phalanx, August 28, 1847.

"Ed�tor of the New York Tr�bune:
"D��� S��: I have just perused �n your paper, a letter from Mr.

H�ne, dated at th�s place. Bel�ev�ng that the letter �s calculated to
leave an erroneous �mpress�on on the m�nd of the reader, as to the
true cond�t�on of th�s Assoc�at�on, I deem �t to be my duty to not�ce �t,
for the reason of the �mportance of the subject, and the necess�ty of
true knowledge �n reference to correct act�on.

"It �s now twelve days s�nce I arr�ved here, w�th the �ntent�on of
mak�ng a v�s�t suff�c�ently long to arr�ve at someth�ng l�ke a cr�t�cal
knowledge of the exper�ment now �n progress �n th�s place. As you



justly remark �n your comments on Mr. H�ne's letter, 'the wr�ters of
letters from these assoc�at�ve exper�ments are too apt to blend what
they des�re or hope to see, w�th what they actually do see.' So far as
such a course m�ght tend to �nduce premature and �ll-adv�sed
attempts at pract�cal Assoc�at�on, �t should be regarded as a ser�ous
ev�l, and as such, should, �f poss�ble, be remed�ed. I presume no one
here would adv�se the commencement of any Assoc�at�on, to pass
through the same tr�als wh�ch they themselves have exper�enced. I
have asked many of the members th�s quest�on, 'Do you th�nk that
the reports and letters wh�ch have been publ�shed respect�ng your
Assoc�at�on, have been so wr�tten as to leave a correct �mpress�on of
your real ex�st�ng cond�t�on on the m�nd of the reader?' The answer
has �nvar�ably been, 'No.'"

The wr�ter then cr�t�c�ses the water-power, cl�mate, etc., and
proceeds to say:

"The probab�l�ty now �s, that corn w�ll be almost a total fa�lure.
'The�r present tenements,' says Mr. H�ne, 'are such as haste and
l�m�ted means forced them to erect.' Th�s �s undoubtedly true, and I
w�ll also add, that they are such as few at the East would be
contented to l�ve �n. W�th the except�on of the flour�ng-m�ll,
blacksm�th's-shop and carpenter's-shop, there are no arrangements
for mechan�cal �ndustry. Th�s �s not surpr�s�ng, �n v�ew of the small
means �n the�r possess�on. 'In a moral aspect,' Mr. H�ne says, 'there
�s much to encourage.' It would not be �ncorrect to say, that there �s
also someth�ng to fear. The most unpleasant feel�ngs wh�ch I have
exper�enced s�nce I have been here, have been caused by the want
of neatness around the dwell�ngs, wh�ch seems to be �ncons�stent
w�th the �nd�v�dual character of the members w�th whom I have
become acqua�nted. Th�s they state to be ow�ng to the�r struggles for
the necessar�es of l�fe; but I have freely told them that I cons�dered �t
�nexcusable, and calculated to have an �njur�ous �nfluence upon
themselves and upon the�r ch�ldren. 'They are earnest �nqu�rers after
truth,' says Mr. H�ne, 'and seem aware of the harmony of thought
and feel�ng that must preva�l, �n order to �nsure prosper�ty.' Th�s I only
object to so far as �t �s calculated to produce the �mpress�on that
such harmony really ex�sts. That there �s a d�fference of feel�ng upon,



at least, one �mportant po�nt, I know. Th�s �s �n reference to the
course to be pursued �n relat�on to the erect�on of dwell�ngs. I bel�eve
that a large major�ty are �n favor of bu�ld�ng only �n reference to a
comb�ned dwell�ng; but there are some who th�nk that th�s generat�on
are not prepared for �t, and who w�sh to erect comfortable dwell�ngs
for �solated households. A port�on of the members go out to labor for
h�re; some, �n order to procure those necessar�es wh�ch the means
of the Assoc�at�on have been �nadequate to prov�de; and others, for
want of occupat�on �n the�r pecul�ar branches of �ndustry. Mr. H�ne
says, 'They have an excellent school for the ch�ldren.' I had thought
that the proper educat�on of the ch�ldren was a want here, and
members have spoken of �t as such. They have no publ�c l�brary or
read�ng-room for soc�al re-un�on, except�ng the school-room; and no
room wh�ch �s conven�ent for such purposes. There are no
Assoc�at�onal guarantees �n reference to s�ckness or d�sab�l�ty �n the
charter (wh�ch �s the const�tut�on) of th�s Phalanx.

"From the above statement, you can judge somewhat of the
present foundat�on of Mr. H�ne's hopes of 'soon' see�ng the
real�zat�on of the beaut�ful p�cture wh�ch he has drawn.

J����� J. C����."

In the Harb�nger of January 8, 1848, Warren Chase repl�ed to Mr.
Cooke's cr�t�c�sms, adm�tt�ng the general truth of them, but �ns�st�ng
that �t �s unfa�r to judge the Assoc�at�on by eastern standards. In
conclus�on he says:

"There �s a d�fference of op�n�on �n regard to board, wh�ch, under
the law of freedom and attract�on, works no harm. Most of our
fam�l�es cook the�r board �n the�r rooms from cho�ce under present
c�rcumstances; some because they use no meat and do not choose
to s�t at a table plent�fully suppl�ed w�th beef, pork and mutton: others
because they choose to have the�r ch�ldren s�t at the table w�th them,
to regulate the�r d�et, etc., wh�ch our c�rcumstances w�ll not yet perm�t
at our publ�c table; others because they want to ask a bless�ng, etc.;
and others because the�r manner of cook�ng and hab�ts of l�v�ng have
become so f�xed as to have suff�c�ent �nfluence to requ�re the�r



cont�nuance. Some of our members th�nk all these d�ff�cult�es can not
be speed�ly removed, and that cheap and comfortable dwell�ngs,
should be bu�lt, adapted to our c�rcumstances, w�th a un�tary work-
house, bakery and da�ry, by wh�ch the burdens should be removed
as fast as poss�ble, and the m�nds prepared by comb�ned effort, co-
operat�ve labor, and equ�table d�str�but�on, for the comb�ned dwell�ng
and un�tary l�v�ng, w�th �ts var�ety of tables to sat�sfy all tastes. Others
th�nk our devot�on to the cause ought to �nduce us to forego all these
attachments and prejud�ces, and board at one table and �mprove �t,
bu�ld�ng none but un�tary dwell�ngs adapted to a un�tary table. We
pursue both ways �n our l�v�ng w�th perfect freedom, and probably
shall �n our bu�ld�ng; for attract�on �s the only law whose force we
acknowledge �n these matters. We have passed one more �mportant
po�nt �n our progress s�nce I last wrote you. We have adopted the
pol�cy to refund all �nvestments to any member when he chooses to
leave.

W. C����."

[From a letter of Warren Chase.]
"W�scons�n Phalanx, August 21, 1847.

"We are �n the enjoyment of an excellent state of health, ow�ng �n
part to our healthy locat�on, and �n part to the d�et and reg�men of our
members. There �s a preva�l�ng tendency here to abandon the use of
an�mal food; �t has been slowly, but stead�ly �ncreas�ng for some
t�me, and has been a�ded some by those excellent and �nterest�ng
art�cles from the pen of Dr. Lazarus on 'Cann�bal�sm.' When we have
to resort to any med�cal treatment, hydropathy �s the system, and the
Water-cure Journal very good author�ty. Our soc�ety w�ll soon ev�nce
symptoms of two cond�t�ons of Assoc�at�ve l�fe, v�z.: phys�cal health
and mater�al wealth. By wealth I do not mean burdensome property,
but an ample supply of the necessar�es of l�fe, wh�ch �s real wealth.

"I fully bel�eve that n�ne out of ten organ�zat�ons and attempts at
Assoc�at�on would f�nally succeed, even w�th small means and few
members, �f they would adhere str�ctly to the follow�ng cond�t�ons:



"F�rst, keep free from debt, and l�ve w�th�n the�r means; Second,
not attempt too much �n the commencement.

"Great changes requ�re a slow movement. All p�oneers should
remember to be construct�ve, and not merely destruct�ve; not to tear
down faster than they can subst�tute someth�ng better. Every fa�lure
of Assoc�at�on wh�ch has come to my knowledge, has been �n
consequence of d�sregard�ng these cond�t�ons; they have all been �n
debt, and depended on stock subscr�pt�ons to rel�eve them; and they
have attempted too much. Hav�ng, �n most cases, torn down the
�solated household and fam�ly altar (or table), before they had even
sc�ence enough to draft a plan of a Phalanstery or descr�be a un�tary
household, they seemed �n some cases to �mag�ne that the true
soc�al sc�ence, when once d�scovered, would furn�sh them, l�ke the
lamp of Aladd�n, w�th all th�ngs w�shed for. They have awakened
from the�r dreams; and now �s the t�me for pract�cal attempts, to start
w�th, f�rst, the jo�nt-stock property, the large farm or townsh�p, the
common home and jo�nt property of all the members; second,
coöperat�ve labor and the equ�table d�str�but�on of products, the large
f�elds, large pastures, large gardens, large da�r�es, large fru�t
orchards, etc., w�th the�r m�lls, mechan�c shops, stores, common
wash-houses, bake-houses, baths, l�brar�es, lectures, cab�nets, etc.;
th�rd, educat�onal organ�zat�on, �nclud�ng all, both ch�ldren and
adults, and through that the adopt�on of the ser�al law, organ�zat�on
of groups and ser�es; (at th�s po�nt labor, w�thout reference to the
pay, w�ll beg�n to be attract�ve;) fourth, the Phalanster�an order,
un�tary l�v�ng. As th�s �s the greatest step, �t requ�res the most t�me,
most cap�tal, and most mental preparat�on, espec�ally for persons
accustomed to country l�fe. In most cases many years w�ll be
requ�red for the adopt�on of the second of these cond�t�ons, and
more for the th�rd, and st�ll more for the fourth. Hence the necess�ty
of commenc�ng, �f the present generat�on �s to real�ze much from the
d�scovery of the sc�ence.

"Let no person construe these remarks to �nd�cate an advanced
state of Assoc�at�on for the W�scons�n Phalanx. We have taken the
f�rst step, wh�ch requ�red but l�ttle t�me, and are now barely
commenc�ng the second. We have spent three years, and judg�ng



from our progress thus far, �t w�ll doubtless take us from f�ve to ten
more to get far enough �n the second to commence the th�rd. We
have made many blunders for the want of precedents, and �n
consequence of hav�ng more zeal than knowledge. Among the most
ser�ous blunders was an attempt at un�tary l�v�ng, w�thout any of the
surround�ng c�rcumstances be�ng adapted to �t. W�th th�s v�ew we
bu�lt, at a cost of more than $3,000, a long double front bu�ld�ng,
wh�ch can not be vent�lated, and �s very uncomfortable and
extremely �nconven�ent for fam�l�es to l�ve �n and do the�r cook�ng.
But �n th�s, bad as �t �s, some twenty of our fam�l�es are st�ll
compelled to l�ve, and w�ll be for some t�me to come. Th�s, w�th some
other m�stakes, w�ll be to us a total loss, for the want of more
knowledge to commence w�th. But these are tr�fl�ng �n compar�son
w�th the �mportance of our object and the result for a ser�es of years.
No true Assoc�at�on�st has been d�scouraged by these tr�als and
losses; but we have a few among us who never were
Assoc�at�on�sts, and who are wa�t�ng a favorable opportun�ty to return
to c�v�l�zat�on; and we are wa�t�ng a favorable opportun�ty to adm�t
such as we want to f�ll the�r places.

W. C����."

From the Annual Statement of the Cond�t�on and Progress of the
W�scons�n Phalanx, for the f�scal year end�ng December 6, 1847.

"The number of res�dent members �s one hundred and f�fty-seven;
e�ghty-four males and seventy-three females. Th�rty-two males and
th�rty-n�ne females are under twenty-one years, f�fty-two males and
th�rty-four females over twenty-one years, and e�ghteen persons
above the age of twenty-one unmarr�ed. The whole number of
res�dent fam�l�es �s th�rty-two. We have res�dent w�th us who are not
members, one fam�ly and four s�ngle persons. Four fam�l�es and two
s�ngle persons have left dur�ng the year, the stock of all of whom has
been purchased, except of one fam�ly, and a s�ngle person; the
former �ntends return�ng, and the latter owns but $25.00.

"The number of hours' labor performed dur�ng the year, reduced to
the med�um class, �s 93,446. The whole amount of property at the



appra�sal �s $32,564.18. The net prof�ts of the year are $9,029.73;
wh�ch g�ves a d�v�dend to stock of nearly 7-3/4 per cent., and 7-3/10
cents per hour to labor.

"The Phalanx has purchased and cancelled dur�ng the year
$2,000 of stock; we have also, by the ass�stance of our m�ll (wh�ch
has been �n operat�on s�nce June), and from our ava�lable products,
pa�d off the �ncumbrance of $1,095.33 w�th wh�ch we commenced
the year; made our mechan�cal and agr�cultural �mprovements, and
advanced to members, �n rent, prov�s�ons, cloth�ng, cash, etc.,
$5,237.07. The annexed schedule spec�f�es the k�nds and valuat�on
of the property on hand:

1,713 acres of land
at $3.00 $5,139.00

Agr�cultural
�mprovements 3,509.77

Agr�cultural products 5,244.16
Mechan�cal
�mprovements 12,520.00

L�ve stock 2,983.50
Farm and garden
tools 1,219.77

Mechan�cal tools 380.56
Personal property,
m�scellaneous 1,567.42

Amount $32,564.18

"B���. W�����, Pres�dent."

In June, 1848, Warren Chase sent a letter to the Boston
Invest�gator, compla�n�ng of the Harb�nger's �nd�fference to the
�nterests of the W�scons�n Phalanx; and another wr�ter �n the
Invest�gator suggested that th�s �nd�fference was on account of the
�rrel�g�ous character of the Phalanx; all of wh�ch the Harb�nger
den�ed. To the charge of �rrel�g�on, a member of the Phalanx
�nd�gnantly repl�ed �n the Harb�nger, as follows:



"Some of us are and have been Method�sts, Bapt�sts,
Presbyter�ans, Congregat�onal�sts, etc. Others have never been
members of any church, but (w�th a very few except�ons) very read�ly
adm�t the authent�c�ty and moral value of the Scr�ptures. The ten
commandments are the sum, substance and foundat�on of all true
law. Add to th�s the gospel law of love, and you have a code of laws
worthy of the adopt�on and pract�ce of any man or set of men, and
upon wh�ch Assoc�at�on�sts must base themselves, or they can never
succeed. There are many rules, doctr�nes and �nterpretat�ons of
Scr�pture among the (so denom�nated) Orthodox churches, that any
man of common sense can not assent to. Even they can not agree
among themselves; for �nstance the Old and New School
Presbyter�ans, the Bapt�sts, Method�sts, etc. If th�s d�fference of fa�th
and op�n�on �s �nf�del�ty or �rrel�g�on, we to a man are �nf�dels and
�rrel�g�ous; but �f fa�th �n the pr�nc�ples and moral�ty of the B�ble �s the
test, I deny the charge. I can scarcely name an �nd�v�dual here that
d�ssents from them.

"I have been a member of the Method�st Ep�scopal Church for
about twenty years, and a Method�st local preacher for over three
years, and am now Secretary of the Assoc�at�on. I therefore should
know somewhat about th�s matter."

[From the New York Tr�bune, July, 1848.]
"W�������� P������.—Hav�ng lately seen runn�ng around the

papers a statement that the last rema�n�ng 'Four�er Assoc�at�on,'
somewhere �n Ill�no�s, had just g�ven up the ghost, we gladly g�ve
place to the follow�ng extracts from a pr�vate letter we have just
rece�ved from a former fellow c�t�zen, who part�c�pated �n two of the
earl�er attempts (Sylvan�a and Leraysv�lle) to establ�sh someth�ng
that ult�mately would or m�ght become an Assoc�at�on after the �dea
of Four�er. After the second fa�lure he attached h�mself to the
commun�st�c undertak�ng near Skaneateles, New York, and when
th�s too ran aground, he went back perforce to the cut-throat system
of c�v�l�zed compet�t�on. But th�s had become unendurably hateful to
h�m, and he soon struck off for Ceresco, and became a member of



the W�scons�n Phalanx at that place, whereof he has now for some
months been a res�dent. Of th�s Assoc�at�on he wr�tes:

"I have worked �n the var�ous groups s�de by s�de w�th the
members, and I have never seen a more persever�ng, pract�cal,
matter-of-fact body of people �n any such movement. S�nce I came
here last fall, I see a great �mprovement, both externally and
�nternally. Mr. Van Amr�nge, the energet�c herald of nat�onal and
soc�al reform, d�d a good work by h�s lectures here last w�nter; and
the meet�ngs statedly held for �ntellectual and soc�al �mprovement,
have an excellent effect. All now �nd�cates un�ty and fratern�ty. The
Phalanx has erected and enclosed a new un�tary dwell�ng, one
hundred feet long, two stor�es h�gh, w�th a spac�ous k�tchen, belfry,
etc. They have burnt a l�me-k�ln, and are burn�ng a br�ck-k�ln of one
hundred thousand br�cks as an exper�ment, and they b�d fa�r to be
f�rst-rate. All th�s has been accompl�shed th�s spr�ng �n add�t�on to
the�r agr�cultural and hort�cultural operat�ons. The�r water-power �s
small, be�ng suppl�ed from spr�ngs, wh�ch the drought of the last
three seasons has sens�bly affected. In add�ng to the�r mach�nery,
they w�ll have to resort to steam.

"The locat�on �s healthy and pleasant. The atmosphere �s un�formly
pure, and a good breeze �s generally blow�ng. I doubt whether
another s�te could be found comb�n�ng so many natural advantages.
I have v�s�ted nearly all the assoc�at�ve exper�ments �n the country,
and I l�ke th�s the best. I th�nk �t already beyond the poss�b�l�ty of
fa�lure.

D.S."

Mr. Van Amr�nge spent cons�derable t�me at Ceresco, and sent
several elaborate art�cles �n favor of the Phalanx to the Harb�nger.
One of the members wrote to h�m as follows:

"S�nce you left here a great change has taken place �n the feel�ngs
and tastes of the members, and that too for the better. You w�ll
recollect the black and d�rty appearance of the bu�ld�ngs, and the
wood-work �ns�de scrubbed unt�l �t had the appearance of a d�rty



wh�te. About the f�rst of May they made a grand rally to alter the
appearance of th�ngs. The long bu�ld�ng was wh�te-washed �ns�de
and out, and the wood-work of nearly all the houses has been
pa�nted. The school-house has been wh�te-washed and pa�nted, the
w�ndows wh�te, the panels of the wood-work a l�ght yellow, carv�ngs
around a l�ght blue, the seats and desks a l�ght blue; th�s has made a
great change �n �ts appearance. You w�ll recollect the frame of a new
bu�ld�ng that stood look�ng so d�stressed; about as much more was
added to �t, and all covered and neatly pa�nted. The corr�dor �s now
f�n�shed; a handsome good k�tchen has been put up �n the rear of the
old one, w�th a bakery underneath; a beaut�ful cupola �s on the top, �n
wh�ch �s placed a small bell, we�gh�ng one hundred and two pounds,
about the s�ze of a steamboat bell; �t can be heard on the pra�r�e. The
bl�nds �n the cupola w�ndows are pa�nted green. Were you to see the
place now you would be surpr�sed, and agreeably so, too. Some four
or f�ve have left s�nce spr�ng; new members have been taken �n the�r
stead, and a good exchange, I th�nk, has been made. Two or three
ta�lors, and the same number of shoemakers, are expected shortly."

From the Annual Statement of the Cond�t�on and progress of the
W�scons�n Phalanx, for the f�scal year end�ng December 4, 1848.

"Rel�g�ous meet�ngs are susta�ned by us every Sabbath, �n wh�ch
the largest l�berty �s extended to all �n the search for truth. In the
educat�onal department we do no more than susta�n a common
school; but are wa�t�ng, anx�ously wa�t�ng, for the t�me when our
cond�t�on w�ll just�fy a more extended operat�on. In the absence of a
read�ng-room and l�brary, one of our greatest fac�l�t�es for knowledge
and general �nformat�on �s afforded by a great number and var�ety of
newspapers and per�od�cal publ�cat�ons, an �nterchange of wh�ch
g�ves advantages �n advance of the �solated fam�ly. The number of
res�dent members �s one hundred and twenty, v�z.: s�xty-three males
and f�fty-seven females. The number of res�dent fam�l�es �s twenty-
n�ne. We have res�dent w�th us, who are not members, one fam�ly
and twelve s�ngle persons. S�x fam�l�es and three s�ngle persons
have left dur�ng the year, a part of whose stock we have purchased.
We have lost by death the past year seven persons, v�z.: one



marr�ed lady (by consumpt�on), one ch�ld two years of age, and f�ve
�nfants. The health of the members has been good, w�th the
except�on of a few cases of rem�ttent and b�ll�ous fevers. The
Phalanx has susta�ned a publ�c board�ng-house the past year, at
wh�ch the major�ty of the members have boarded at a cost not
exceed�ng seventy-f�ve cents per week. The rema�n�ng fam�l�es
board at the�r own apartments.

"The number of hours' labor performed dur�ng the year, reduced to
the med�um class, �s 97,036. The whole amount of property at the
appra�sal, �s $33,527.77. The net prof�ts of the year are, $8,077.02;
wh�ch g�ves a d�v�dend to stock of 6-1/4 per cent., and 6-1/4 cents
per hour to labor. The annexed schedule spec�f�es the k�nds and
valuat�on of property on hand:

Real estate 1,793
acres at $3.00 $5,379.00

L�ve Stock 3,117.00
Mechan�cal tools 1,866.34
Farm�ng tools 1,250.75
Mechan�cal
�mprovements 14,655.00

Agr�cultural
�mprovements 2,298.90

Agr�cultural products 3,161.56
Garden products 1,006.13
M�scellaneous
property 793.09

Total amount $33,527.77

"S. B����, Pres�dent."

The follow�ng anonymous summary, well wr�tten and ev�dently
authent�c, �s taken from Macdonald's collect�on:

[H�story of the W�scons�n Phalanx, by a member.]



"In the w�nter of 1843-4 there was cons�derable exc�tement �n the
v�llage of Southport, W�scons�n (now Kenosha C�ty), on the subject
of Assoc�at�on. The subject was taken up w�th much feel�ng and
�nterest at the v�llage lyceum and �n var�ous publ�c meet�ngs. Among
the advocates of Assoc�at�on were a few persons who determ�ned �n
the spr�ng of 1844 to make a pract�cal exper�ment. For that purpose
a const�tut�on was drawn up, and a voluntary Assoc�at�on formed,
wh�ch styled �tself 'The W�scons�n Phalanx.' As the movement began
to r�pen �nto act�on, the fr�ends fell off, and the c�rcle narrowed down
from about seventy to twenty persons. Th�s l�ttle band was
composed mostly of men w�th small means, sturdy const�tut�ons,
below the m�ddle age, and full of energy; men who had been poor,
and had learned early to buffet w�th the antagon�sms of c�v�l�zat�on;
not h�ghly cult�vated �n the soc�al and �ntellectual facult�es, but more
so �n the moral and �ndustr�al.

"They ra�sed about $1,000 �n money, wh�ch they sent to the land-
off�ce at Green Bay, and entered a tract of land selected by the�r
comm�ttee, �n a congress�onal townsh�p �n the north-west corner of
Fond du Lac County, a townsh�p s�x m�les square, w�thout a s�ngle
�nhab�tant, and w�th no settlement w�th�n twenty m�les, except a few
scattered fam�l�es about Green Lake.

"W�th teams, stock, tents, and �mplements of husbandry and
mechan�sm, they repa�red to th�s spot �n the latter part of May 1844,
a d�stance of about one hundred and twenty-f�ve m�les from the�r
homes, and commenced bu�ld�ng and break�ng up land, etc. They
d�d not erect a log house, but spl�t out of the tough burr and wh�te
oak of the 'open�ngs,' sh�ngles, clapboards, floors, frames and all the
mater�als of a house, and soon prepared a shelter. The�r fam�l�es
were then moved on. Late �n the fall a saw-m�ll was bu�lt, and every
th�ng prepared as well as could be for the w�nter. The�r dwell�ngs
would have been unendurable at other t�mes and under other
c�rcumstances; but at th�s t�me zeal, energy, exc�tement and hope
kept them from compla�n�ng. The�r land, wh�ch was subsequently
�ncreased to 1,800 acres, mostly at $1.25 per acre, cons�sted of
'open�ngs,' pra�r�e and t�mber, well watered, and w�th several small



water-powers on the tract; a fert�le so�l, w�th as healthy a cl�mate as
could be found �n the Western States.

"It was agreed to name the new town Ceresco, and a post-off�ce
was appl�ed for under that name, and obta�ned. One of the members
always held the off�ce of post-master, unt�l the adm�n�strat�on of
General Taylor, when the off�ce was removed about three-quarters of
a m�le to a r�val v�llage. In the w�nter of 1844-5, the Assoc�at�on
asked the Leg�slature to organ�ze the�r town, wh�ch was read�ly done
under the adopted name. A few settlers had by th�s t�me moved �nto
the town (wh�ch, ow�ng to the large proport�on of pra�r�e, was not
rap�dly settled), and �n the spr�ng they held the�r elect�on. Every
off�cer chosen was a member of the soc�ety, and as they were
requ�red to elect Just�ces and had no need of any, they chose the
three oldest men. From that t�me unt�l the d�ssolut�on of the soc�ety
nearly every town-off�ce of �mportance was f�lled by �ts members.
They had also one of the�r members �n both Const�tut�onal
Convent�ons of the State, and three �n the State Senate for one term
of two sess�ons. Subsequently one of the�r members was a
cand�date for Governor, rece�v�ng more votes �n h�s town than both of
the other cand�dates together; but only a small vote �n the State, as
he was the free-so�l cand�date.

"The Assoc�at�on drew up and prepared a charter or act of
�ncorporat�on upon wh�ch they agreed, and appl�ed to the Leg�slature
for �ts passage; wh�ch was granted; and thus they became a body
corporate and pol�t�c, known �n the land as the 'W�scons�n Phalanx.'
All the bus�ness was done �n accordance w�th and under th�s charter,
unt�l the property was d�v�ded and the whole affa�r closed up. One
clause �n the charter proh�b�ted the sale of the land. Th�s was
subsequently altered at the soc�ety's request, �n an amendatory act
�n the sess�on of 1849-50, for the purpose of allow�ng them to d�v�de
the�r property.

"In the spr�ng of 1845, after the�r organ�zat�on under the charter,
they had cons�derable access�on to the�r numbers, and m�ght have
had greater; but were very careful about adm�tt�ng new members,
and erred very much �n mak�ng a property qual�f�cat�on. About th�s
t�me (1845) a quest�on of pol�cy arose among the members, the



dec�s�on of wh�ch �s supposed by many good judges to have been
the pr�nc�pal cause of the ult�mate d�v�s�on and d�ssolut�on; �t was,
whether the dwell�ngs should be bu�lt �n un�tary blocks adapted to a
common board�ng-house, or �n �solated style, adapted to the
separate fam�ly and s�ngle l�v�ng. It was dec�ded by a small major�ty
to pursue the un�tary plan, and th�s pol�cy was pers�sted �n unt�l there
was a d�v�s�on of property. Whether th�s was the cause of fa�lure or
not, �t �nduced many of the best members to leave; and although �t
m�ght have been the true pol�cy under other c�rcumstances and for
other persons, �n th�s case �t was ev�dently wrong, for the members
were not soc�ally developed suff�c�ently to ma�nta�n such close
relat�ons. Notw�thstand�ng th�s, they cont�nued to �ncrease slowly,
reject�ng many more appl�cants than they adm�tted; and often
reject�ng the better and adm�tt�ng the worse, because the worse had
the property qual�f�cat�ons. In th�s way they �ncreased to the
max�mum of th�rty-three fam�l�es. They had no pecun�ary d�ff�cult�es,
for they kept mostly out of debt.

"It was a great read�ng Commun�ty; often averag�ng as many as
f�ve or s�x regular newspapers to a fam�ly, and these constantly
exchang�ng w�th each other. They were not rel�g�ous, but mostly
rather skept�cal, except a few elderly orthodox persons. [Th�s hardly
agrees w�th the statement and protest on the 436th page.]

"They were very �ndustr�ous, and had many d�scuss�ons and warm
arguments about work, manners, progress, etc.; but st�ll they
cont�nued to work and scold, and scold and work, w�th much energy,
and to much effect. They ra�sed one season ten thousand bushels of
wheat, and much other gra�n; had about seven hundred acres under
cult�vat�on; but comm�tted a great error �n cult�vat�ng four hundred
acres on the school lands adjo�n�ng the�r own, because �t lay a l�ttle
better for a large f�eld. They had subsequently to remove the�r fences
and leave that land, for they d�d not w�sh to buy �t.

"The�r charter elect�ons were annual, and were often warmly
contested, and turned ma�nly on the quest�on of un�tary or �solated
households; but they never went beyond words �n the�r content�ons.



"They were all temperance men and women: no ardent sp�r�ts
were kept or sold for the f�rst four years �n the townsh�p, and never
on the doma�n, wh�le �t was held as jo�nt-stock.

"The�r system of labor and pay was somewhat compl�cated, and
never could be sat�sfactor�ly arranged. The farmers and mechan�cs
were always jealous of each other, and could not be brought to feel
near enough to work on and d�v�de the prof�ts at the end of the year;
but as they ever hoped to get over th�s d�ff�culty, they sa�d but very
l�ttle about �t. In the�r system of labor they formed groups for each
k�nd of work; each group, when cons�st�ng of three or more, choos�ng
�ts own foreman, who kept the account of the t�me worked by each
member, and reported weekly to a meet�ng of all the members,
wh�ch regulated the average; and then the Secretary cop�ed �t; and
at the end of the f�scal year each person drew, on h�s labor account,
h�s proport�on of the three-fourths of the �ncrease and products wh�ch
was allotted to labor, and on h�s stock shares, h�s proport�on of the
one-fourth that was d�v�ded to stock. The amount so d�v�ded was
ascerta�ned by an annual appra�sal of all the property, thus
ascerta�n�ng the r�se or �ncrease �n value, as well as the product of
labor. The d�v�dend to cap�tal was, however, usually cons�dered too
large and d�sproport�onate.

"The books and accounts were accurately kept by the Secretary,
and most of the �nd�v�dual transact�ons passed through th�s form,
thus leav�ng all accounts �n the hands of a d�s�nterested person,
open to �nspect�on at all t�mes, and br�ng�ng about an annual
settlement wh�ch avo�ded many d�ff�cult�es �nc�dent to c�v�l�zat�on.

"The table of the Commun�ty, when kept as a publ�c board�ng-
house, where the fam�l�es and v�s�tors or travelers were mostly
seated, was set w�th pla�n but substant�al food, much l�ke the tables
of farmers �n newly settled agr�cultural States; but �t often �ncurred
the r�d�cule of loafers and ep�cures, who travel much and fare better
w�th strangers than at home.

"They had among the�r number a few men of lead�ng �ntellect who
always doubted the success of the exper�ment, and hence
determ�ned to accumulate property �nd�v�dually by any and every



means called fa�r �n compet�t�ve soc�ety. These would occas�onally
ga�n some �mportant pos�t�ons �n the soc�ety, and represent�ng �t �n
part at home and abroad, caused much trouble. By some they were
accounted the pr�nc�pal cause of the f�nal fa�lure.

"In the summer and fall of 1849 �t became ev�dent that a
d�ssolut�on and d�v�s�on was �nev�table, and plans for do�ng �t w�th�n
themselves, w�thout recourse to courts of law, were f�nally got up,
and they determ�ned to have �t done by the�r legal adv�sers as other
bus�ness was done. At the annual elect�on �n December 1849, the
off�cers were elected w�th a v�ew to that part�cular bus�ness. They
had already sold much of the personal property and cancelled much
of the stock. The h�ghest amount of stock ever �ssued was about
$33,000, and th�s was reduced by the sale of personal property up to
January 1850, to about $23,000; soon after wh�ch the charter was
amended, allow�ng the sale of real estate and the d�scont�nuance of
annual settlement, schools, etc.

"In Apr�l 1850 they f�xed on an appra�sal of the�r lands �n small lots
(hav�ng some of them cut �nto v�llage and farm lots), and
commenced sell�ng at publ�c sale for stock, mak�ng the appra�sal the
m�n�mum, and leav�ng any lands open to entry, after they had been
offered publ�cly. Dur�ng the summer of 1850 most of the lands were
sold and most of the stock cancelled �n th�s way, under an
arrangement by wh�ch each stockholder should rece�ve h�s
proport�onal share of any surplus, or make up any def�c�ency. Most of
the members bought e�ther farm�ng lands or v�llage lots and became
permanent �nhab�tants, thus cont�nu�ng the soc�ety and �ts �nfluences
to a cons�derable extent. They d�v�ded about e�ght per cent. above
par on the stock.

"Thus commenced, flour�shed and decayed th�s attempt at
�ndustr�al Assoc�at�on. It never attempted to follow Four�er or any
other teacher, but rather to str�ke out a path for �tself. It fa�led
because �ts lead�ng m�nds became sat�sf�ed that under ex�st�ng
c�rcumstances no �mportant progress could be made, rather than
from a want of fa�th �n the ult�mate pract�cab�l�ty of Assoc�at�on.



"Many of the members regretted the d�ssolut�on, wh�le others who
had ga�ned property and become establ�shed �n bus�ness through
the reputat�on of the Phalanx for cred�t and punctual�ty, seemed to
care very l�ttle about �t. Be�ng absorbed �n the world-w�de sp�r�t of
speculat�on, and hav�ng the�r m�nds thus occup�ed, they forgot the
necess�ty for a soc�al change, wh�ch once appeared to them so
�mportant."

The wr�ter of the forego�ng was probably one of the lead�ng
members. In a paragraph preced�ng the account he says that the
W�scons�n Phalanx had these three pecul�ar�t�es, v�z:

"1. The same �nd�v�dual who was the pr�nc�pal or�g�nator and
organ�zer of �t, was also the one, who, throughout the exper�ment,
had the ent�re conf�dence of the members and stockholders; and
f�nally d�d nearly all the bus�ness �n the clos�ng up of �ts affa�rs.

"2. At the d�v�s�on of �ts property, �t pa�d a prem�um on �ts stock,
�nstead of susta�n�ng a loss.

"3. Ne�ther the Assoc�at�on nor any of �ts members ever had a
lawsu�t of any k�nd dur�ng �ts ex�stence, or at �ts close.

"The truth �s," he adds, "th�s attempt was pecun�ar�ly successful;
but soc�ally, a fa�lure."

Macdonald concludes w�th the follow�ng note: "Mr. Dan�els, a
gentleman who saw the whole progress of the W�scons�n Phalanx,
says that the cause of �ts break�ng up was speculat�on; the love of
money and the want of love for Assoc�at�on. The�r property becom�ng
valuable, they sold �t for the purpose of mak�ng money out of �t."

Th�s explanat�on of the mystery of the fa�lure agrees w�th the h�nts
at the conclus�on of the prev�ous account.

On the whole, the coroner's verd�ct �n th�s case must be—'D���,
not by any of the common d�seases of Assoc�at�ons, such as poverty,
d�ssens�on, lack of w�sdom, moral�ty or rel�g�on, but by del�berate
su�c�de, for reasons not fully d�sclosed.'



CHAPTER XXXVI.

THE NORTH AMERICAN PHALANX.ToC

Th�s was the test-exper�ment on wh�ch Four�er�sm pract�cally
staked �ts all �n th�s country. Br�sbane was busy �n �ts beg�nn�ngs;
Greeley was V�ce-Pres�dent and stockholder. Its amb�t�ous name and
�ts locat�on near New York C�ty helped to set �t apart as the model
Phalanx. It was managed w�th great ab�l�ty, and on the whole was
more successful both �n bus�ness and durat�on, than any other
Four�er Assoc�at�on. It not only saw all the Phalanxes d�e around �t,
but �t outlasted the Harb�nger that blew the trumpet for them; and
fought on, after the battle was g�ven up. Indeed �t outl�ved our fr�end
Macdonald, the 'Old Mortal�ty' of Soc�al�sm. Three t�mes he v�s�ted �t;
and the record of h�s last v�s�t, wh�ch was wr�tten �n the year of h�s
death, 1854, and was probably the last of h�s l�terary labors, closes
w�th an acknowledgement of the cont�nuance and prosper�ty of the
North Amer�can. We shall have to g�ve several chapters to th�s
�mportant exper�ment. We w�ll beg�n w�th a sem�-off�c�al expose of �ts
foundat�ons.



A H�story of the f�rst n�ne years of the North Amer�can Phalanx,
wr�tten by �ts pract�cal ch�ef, Mr. Charles Sears, at the request of
Macdonald; dated December, 1852.

"Pr�or to the spr�ng of 1843, Mr. Albert Br�sbane had been
publ�sh�ng, pr�nc�pally �n the New York Tr�bune, a ser�es of art�cles on
the subject of soc�al sc�ence. He had also publ�shed h�s larger work
on Assoc�at�on, wh�ch was followed by h�s pamphlet conta�n�ng a
summary of the doctr�nes of a new form of soc�ety, and the outl�ne of
a project to found a pract�cal Assoc�at�on, to be called the North
Amer�can Phalanx.

"There was nom�nally a central organ�zat�on �n the c�ty of New
York, and aff�l�ated soc�et�es were �nv�ted to co-operate by
subscr�b�ng the means of endow�ng the proposed Phalanx, and
furn�sh�ng the persons to engage personally �n the enterpr�se. It was
proposed to ra�se about four hundred thousand dollars, thus mak�ng
the attempt w�th adequate means to establ�sh the cond�t�ons of
attract�ve �ndustry.

"The essays and books above ment�oned had a w�de c�rculat�on,
and many were capt�vated w�th the glow�ng p�ctures of a new l�fe
thus presented; others were attracted by the econom�es of the
comb�ned order wh�ch were demonstrated; st�ll others were �nsp�red
by the hopes of personal d�st�nct�on �n the br�ll�ant career thus
opened to the�r amb�t�on; others aga�n, were profoundly �mpressed
by Four�er's subl�me annunc�at�on of the general dest�n�es of globes
and human�t�es; that progress�ve development through careers,
character�zed all movement and all forms; that �n all departments of
creat�on, the law of the ser�es was the method observed �n
d�str�but�ng harmon�es; consequently, that human soc�ety and human
act�v�ty, to be �n harmony w�th the un�verse of relat�ons, can not be
an except�on to the great law of the ser�es; consequently, that the
ex�st�ng order of c�v�l�zat�on and the soc�et�es that preceded �t are but
phases �n the growth of the race, and hav�ng subserved the�r more
act�ve uses, become bases of further development.



"Among those who became �nterested �n the �dea of soc�al
progress, were a few persons �n Albany, New York, who from read�ng
and �nterchange of v�ews, were �nduced to un�te �n an organ�zat�on
for the purpose of del�berately and method�cally �nvest�gat�ng the
doctr�nes of a new soc�al order as announced by Four�er, deem�ng
these doctr�nes worthy of the most profound and ser�ous
cons�derat�on.

"Th�s body, after several prel�m�nary meet�ngs, formally adopted
rules of organ�zat�on on the 6th of Apr�l, 1843, and the declarat�on of
the�r objects �s �n the follow�ng words: 'We, the unders�gned, for the
purpose of �nvest�gat�ng Four�er's theory of soc�al reform as
expounded by Albert Br�sbane, and �f deemed exped�ent, of co-
operat�ng w�th l�ke organ�zat�ons elsewhere, do assoc�ate, w�th the
ulter�or v�ew of organ�z�ng and found�ng an �ndustr�al and commerc�al
Phalanx.'

"Proceed�ng �n th�s d�rect�on, the body assumed the name of 'The
Albany Branch of the North Amer�can Phalanx;' opened a
correspondence w�th Messrs. Br�sbane, Greeley, Godw�n, Chann�ng,
R�pley and others; had lectures of cr�t�c�sm on ex�st�ng �nst�tut�ons
and �n expos�t�on of the doctr�nes of the proposed new order.

"Dur�ng the summer pract�cal measures were so matured, that a
comm�ss�on was appo�nted to explore the country, more part�cularly
�n the v�c�n�ty of New York and of Ph�ladelph�a, for a su�table doma�n
upon wh�ch to commence the foundat�on of new soc�al �nst�tut�ons.
Mr. Br�sbane was the delegate on the part of the New York fr�ends,
and Mr. Allen Worden on the part of the Albany Branch. A s�te was
selected �n Monmouth County, New Jersey, about forty m�les south
of New York; and on the 12th day of August, 1843, pursuant to publ�c
not�ce, a convent�on was held �n the Albany Exchange, at wh�ch the
North Amer�can Phalanx was organ�zed by adopt�ng a const�tut�on,
and subscr�b�ng to a covenant to �nvest �n the cap�tal stock.

"At th�s convent�on were delegates from New York, Catsk�ll, Troy,
Brook Farm Assoc�at�on, and the Albany Branch; and when the real
work of pay�ng money and elevat�ng l�fe to the effort of soc�al
organ�zat�on was to be done, about a dozen subscr�bers were found



equal to the work, ten of whom f�nally co-operated personally �n the
new l�fe, w�th an aggregate subscr�pt�on of e�ght thousand dollars.
Th�s by common consent was the absolute m�n�mum of men and
means; and, contrasted w�th the large expectat�ons and cla�ms
or�g�nally stated, was �ndeed a great fall�ng-off; but the few who had
comm�tted themselves w�th ent�re fa�th to the movement, went
forward, determ�ned to do what they could to make a worthy
commencement, hop�ng that w�th the�r own fam�l�es and such others
as would from t�me to t�me be �nduced to co-operate, the germs of
new �nst�tut�ons m�ght fa�rly be planted.

"Accord�ngly �n the month of September, 1843, a few fam�l�es took
possess�on of the doma�n, occupy�ng to over-fullness the two farm-
houses on the place, and commenced bu�ld�ng a temporary house,
forty feet by e�ghty, of two stor�es, for the accommodat�on of those
who were to come the follow�ng spr�ng.

"Dur�ng the year 1844 the populat�on numbered about n�nety
persons, �nclud�ng at one per�od nearly forty ch�ldren under the age
of s�xteen years. Crops were planted, teams and �mplements
purchased, the bu�ld�ng of shops and m�lls was commenced,
measures of bus�ness and organ�zat�on were d�scussed, the
construct�on of soc�al doctr�nes debated, personal cla�ms canvassed,
and thus the bus�ness of l�fe was go�ng on at full t�de; and now also
commenced the real development of character.

"H�therto there had been no settled sc�ence of soc�ety. Four�er, the
man of profound �ns�ght, announced the law of progress and
�nd�cated the new forms that soc�ety would take. People accepted
the new �deas gladly, and would as gladly �nst�tute new forms; but
there was a lack of well-def�ned v�ews on the prec�se work to be
done. Bes�des, educat�on tended strongly to conf�rm �n most m�nds
the force of ex�st�ng �nst�tut�ons, and after atta�n�ng to m�ddle age,
and even before th�s per�od, the character usually becomes qu�te
f�xed; so that to break up hab�tudes, rel�nqu�sh prejud�ces, sunder
t�es, and to adopt new modes of act�on, accept of mod�f�ed results,
and re-adjust themselves to new relat�ons, was a d�ff�cult, and to the
many, almost �mposs�ble work, as �s proved by the fact that, of the
th�rty or forty s�m�lar attempts at assoc�ated l�fe w�th�n the past ten



years �n th�s country, only the North Amer�can Phalanx now [1852]
rema�ns. Nor d�d th�s Assoc�at�on escape the �nev�table
consequences of br�ng�ng together a body of grown-up people w�th
the�r fam�l�es, many of whom came reluctantly, and whose characters
were formed under other �nfluences.

"Personal d�ff�cult�es occurred as a matter of course, but these
were commonly overruled by a healthy sent�ment of self-respect.
Part�es also began to form, but they were not fully developed unt�l
the f�rst annual settlement and d�str�but�on of prof�ts was attempted.
Then, however, they took a var�ety of forms accord�ng to the �nterest
or amb�t�on of the part�sans; though two pr�nc�pal v�ews
character�zed the more permanent and clearly def�ned party
d�v�s�ons; one party contend�ng for author�ty, enforced w�th str�ngent
rules and f�nal appeal to the d�ctat�on of the ch�ef off�cer; the other
party stand�ng out for organ�zat�on and d�str�but�on of author�ty. The
former would central�ze power and make adm�n�strat�on despot�c,
cla�m�ng that thus only could order be ma�nta�ned; the latter cla�med
that to do th�s, would be merely to repeat the �nst�tut�ons of
c�v�l�zat�on; that Assoc�at�on thus controlled would be devo�d of
corporate l�fe, would be dependent upon �nd�v�duals, and qu�te
art�f�c�al; whereas what we wanted was a wholly d�fferent order, v�z.,
the enfranch�sement of the �nd�v�dual; order through the natural
method of the ser�es; �nst�tut�ons that would be �nst�nct w�th the l�fe
that �s organ�c, from the sum of the ser�es, down to the last
subd�v�s�on of the group. The str�fe to ma�nta�n these several v�ews
was long and v�gorous; and �t would scarcely be an exaggerat�on to
say that our days were spent �n labor and our n�ghts �n leg�slat�on, for
the f�rst f�ve years of our assoc�at�ve l�fe. The quest�on at �ssue was
v�tal. It was whether the �nfant Assoc�at�on should or should not have
new �nst�tut�ons; whether �t should be C�v�l�zee or Phalanster�an;
whether �t should be a mere jo�nt-stock corporat�on such as had
been before, or whether the new form of �ndustr�al organ�zat�on
�nd�cated by Four�er should be �n�t�ated. In the contest between the
two pr�nc�ples of c�v�l�zed jo�nt-stock Assoc�at�on, and of the
Phalanster�an or Ser�al organ�zat�on, the latter ult�mately preva�led;
and �n th�s tr�umph of the �dea of the natural organ�c forms of soc�ety
through the method of the ser�es, we see d�st�nctly the development



of the germ of the Phalanx. For when we have a true pr�nc�ple
evolved, however �ns�gn�f�cant the development may be, the results,
although l�m�ted by the smallness of the development, w�ll
nevertheless be r�ght �n k�nd. It �s perhaps �mportant, to the end that
the results of our exper�ence be r�ghtly comprehended, to �nd�cate
the essent�al features of the order of soc�ety that �s to succeed
present d�sorder, and where�n �t d�ffers from other soc�al forms.

"A fundamental feature �s, that we deny the bald athe�sm that
asserts human nature to be a melancholy fa�lure and unworthy of
respect or trust, and therefore to be treated as an al�en and conv�ct.
On the contrary, we hold that, �nstead of cha�ns, man requ�res
freedom; �nstead of checks, he requ�res development; �nstead of
art�f�c�al order through coerc�on, he requ�res the D�v�ne harmony that
comes through counterpo�se. Hence soc�ety �s bound by �ts own
h�ghest �nterests, by the obl�gat�on �t owes to �ts every member, to
make organ�c prov�s�on for the ent�re c�rcle of human wants, for the
ent�re range of human act�v�ty; so that the �nd�v�dual shall be
emanc�pated from the serv�tude of nature, from personal dom�nat�on,
from soc�al tyrann�es; and that thus fully enfranch�sed and
guaranteed by the whole force of soc�ety, �nto all freedoms and the
endowment of all r�ghts perta�n�ng to manhood, he may fulf�ll h�s own
dest�ny, �n accordance w�th the laws wr�tten �n h�s own organ�zat�on.

"In the Phalanx, then, we have, �n the sphere of product�on, the
relat�on of employer and employed str�cken out of the category of
relat�ons, not merely as �n the s�mple jo�nt-stock corporat�ons, by
subst�tut�ng for the �nd�v�dual employer the st�ll more despot�c and
�rres�st�ble corporate employer; but by every one becom�ng h�s own
employer, do�ng that wh�ch he �s best qual�f�ed by endowment to do,
rece�v�ng for h�s labor prec�sely h�s share of the product, as nearly as
�t can be determ�ned wh�le there �s no sc�ent�f�c un�t of value.

"In the sphere of c�rculat�on or currency, we have a representat�ve
of all the wealth produced, so that every one shall have �ssued to
h�m for all h�s product�on, the abstract or protean form of value,
wh�ch �s convert�ble �nto every other form of value; �n commerce or
exchanges, reduc�ng th�s from a speculat�on as now, to a funct�on;



employ�ng only the necessary force to make d�str�but�ons; and
exchang�ng products or values on the bas�s of cost.

"In the sphere of soc�al relat�ons, we have freedom to form t�es
accord�ng to aff�n�t�es of character.

"In the sphere of educat�on, we establ�sh the natural method, not
through the exaltat�on �nto professorsh�ps of th�s, that or other
notable persons, but through a body of �nst�tut�ons repos�ng upon
�ndustry, and hav�ng organ�c v�tal�ty. Commenc�ng w�th the nursery,
we make, through the l�v�ng corporat�on, through adequately
endowed �nst�tut�ons that fa�l not, prov�s�on for the ent�re l�fe of the
ch�ld, from the cradle upward; �n�t�at�ng h�m step by step, not �nto
nom�nal, ostens�ble educat�on apart from h�s l�fe, but �nto the real
bus�ness of l�fe, the actual product�on and d�str�but�on of wealth, the
sc�ence of accounts and the adm�n�strat�on of affa�rs; and prov�d�ng
that, through uses, the sc�ence that l�es back of uses shall be
acqu�red; so theory and pract�ce, the appl�cat�on of sc�ence to the
pursu�ts of l�fe shall, through da�ly use, become as fam�l�ar as the
mother tongue; and thus place our ch�ldren at matur�ty �n the ranks of
manhood and womanhood, competent to all the dut�es and act�v�t�es
of l�fe, that they may be qual�f�ed by endowment to perform.

"In the sphere of adm�n�strat�on, we have a graduated h�erarchy of
orders, from the s�mple ch�ef of a group, or superv�sor of a s�ngle
funct�on, up to the un�tary adm�n�strat�on of the globe.

"In the sphere of rel�g�on, we have rel�g�ous l�fe as contrasted w�th
the profess�on of a rel�g�ous fa�th. The �ntellect requ�res to be
sat�sf�ed as well as the affect�ons, and �s so w�th the sc�ent�f�c and
therefore un�versal formula, that the rel�g�ous element �n man �s the
pass�on of un�ty; that �s, that all the powers of the soul shall atta�n to
true equ�l�br�um, and act normally �n accordance w�th D�v�ne law, so
that human l�fe �n all �ts powers and act�v�t�es shall be �n harmon�ous
relat�ons w�th nature, w�th �tself, and w�th the supreme center of l�fe.

"Of course we speak of the success of an �dea, and only expect
real�zat�on through gradual development. It �s obv�ous also that such
real�zat�on can be atta�ned only through organ�zat�on; because,



una�ded, the �nd�v�dual makes but scanty conquests over nature, and
but feeble oppos�t�on to soc�al usurpat�ons.

"The pr�nc�ple, then, of the Ser�al Organ�zat�on be�ng establ�shed,
the whole future course of the Assoc�at�on, �n respect to �ts merely
�ndustr�al �nst�tut�ons, was pla�n, v�z.: to develop and mature the
ser�al form.

"Not that the old quest�ons d�d not ar�se subsequently; on the
contrary on the adm�ss�on of new members from t�me to t�me, they
d�d ar�se and have d�scuss�on anew; but the contest had been
v�rtually dec�ded. The Assoc�at�on had pronounced w�th such
emphas�s �n favor of the organ�zat�on of labor upon the bas�s of co-
operat�ve efforts, jo�nt-stock property, and un�ty of �nterests, that
those hold�ng adverse v�ews gradually w�thdrew; and the harmony of
the Assoc�at�on was never afterward �n ser�ous jeopardy.

"Dur�ng the later as well as earl�er years of our assoc�ated l�fe, the
quest�on of preference of modes of real�zat�on came under
d�scuss�on �n the Phalanster�an school, one party advocat�ng the
measure of obta�n�ng large means, and so fully endow�ng the
Phalanx w�th all the external cond�t�ons of attract�ve �ndustry, and
then �ntroduc�ng gradually a body of select assoc�ates. The North
Amer�can Phalanx, as represented �n the convent�ons of the school,
held to the v�ew that new soc�al �nst�tut�ons, new forms �nto wh�ch the
l�fe of a people shall flow, can not be determ�ned by merely external
cond�t�ons and the elaborat�on of a theory of l�fe and organ�zat�on,
but are matters of growth.

"Our v�ew �s that the true D�v�ne growth of the soc�al, as of the
�nd�v�dual man, �s the progress�ve development of a germ; and wh�le
we would not �n the sl�ghtest degree oppose a sc�ent�f�c organ�zat�on
upon a large scale, �t �s our preference to pursue a more progress�ve
mode, to make a more �mmed�ately pract�cal and controllable
attempt.

"The call of to-day we understand to be for ev�dence, F�rst: Of the
poss�b�l�ty of harmony �n Assoc�at�on; Second: That by assoc�ated
effort, and the control of mach�nery, the laborer may command the
means, not only of comfort and the necessar�es of l�fe, but also of



educat�on and ref�nement; Th�rd: that the nature of the relat�ons we
would establ�sh are essent�ally those of rel�g�ous just�ce.

"The poss�b�l�ty of establ�sh�ng true soc�al relat�ons, �ncreased
product�on, and the embod�ment of the rel�g�ous sent�ment, are, �f we
read the s�gns ar�ght, the po�nts upon wh�ch the quest�on of
Assoc�at�on now h�nges �n the publ�c m�nd.

"Because, F�rst: Man's capac�ty for these relat�ons �s doubted;
Because, Second: Product�on �s an essent�al and permanent
cond�t�on of l�fe, and means of progress; Because, Th�rd: It �s
apprehended that the rel�g�ous element �s not suff�c�ently regarded
and prov�ded for �n Assoc�at�on.

"Demonstrate that capac�ty, prove that men by the�r own efforts
may command all the means of l�fe, show �n �nst�tut�ons the truly
rel�g�ous nature of the movement and the relat�ons that are to obta�n,
and the publ�c w�ll be ga�ned to the �dea of Assoc�at�on.

"Another quest�on st�ll has been pressed upon us offens�vely by
the advocates of ex�st�ng �nst�tut�ons, as though the�r l�fe were pure
and the�r �nst�tut�ons perfect, wh�le no terms of opprobr�um could
suff�c�ently character�ze the deprav�ty of the Soc�al�sts; and th�s
quest�on �s that of the marr�age relat�on. Upon th�s quest�on a form of
soc�ety that �s so notor�ously rotten as ex�st�ng c�v�l�zat�on �s, a
soc�ety that has marr�age and prost�tut�on as complementary facts of
�ts relat�ons of the sexes, a soc�ety wh�ch establ�shes professorsh�ps
of abort�on, wh�ch method�zes �nfant�c�de, wh�ch outlaws woman,
m�ght at least assume the show of modesty, m�ght treat w�th
common candor any and all who are seek�ng the D�v�ne law of
marr�age. Instead, therefore, of recogn�z�ng �ts r�ght to defame us, we
put that soc�ety upon �ts defense, and say to �t, Come out of your
�nf�del�t�es, and your cr�mes, and your pretenses; seek out the law of
r�ghteousness, and deal justly w�th woman. Nevertheless th�s �s a
quest�on �n wh�ch we, �n common w�th others, have a profound
�nterest; �t �s a quest�on wh�ch has by no means escaped
cons�derat�on among us, and we perhaps owe �t to ourselves to state
our pos�t�on.



"What the true law of relat�onsh�p of the sexes �s, we as a body do
not pretend to determ�ne. Here, as elsewhere, �nd�v�dual op�n�on �s
free; but there are certa�n cond�t�ons, as we th�nk, clearly �nd�cated,
wh�ch are necessary to the proper cons�derat�on of the quest�on; and
our v�ew �s that �t �s one that must be determ�ned ma�nly by woman
herself. When she shall be fully enfranch�sed, fully endowed w�th her
r�ghts, so that she shall no longer be dependent on marr�age for
pos�t�on, no longer be regarded as a pens�oner, but as a const�tuent
of the State; �n a s�ngle phrase, when soc�ety shall, �ndependently of
other cons�derat�ons than that of �nherent r�ght, assure to woman
soc�al pos�t�on and pecun�ary �ndependence, so that she can
leg�slate on a foot�ng of equal�ty, then she may announce the law of
the sexual relat�ons. But th�s can only occur �n organ�zed soc�ety;
soc�ety �n wh�ch there �s a complete c�rcle of fraternal �nst�tut�ons that
have publ�c acceptance; can only occur when sc�ence enters the
doma�n of human soc�ety, and determ�nes relat�ons, as �t now does
�n astronomy or phys�c.

"We therefore say to c�v�l�zat�on, You have no adequate solut�on of
th�s problem that �s convuls�ng you, and �n wh�ch every form of
pr�vate and publ�c protest aga�nst the actual cond�t�on �s express�ng
�tself. Bes�des th�s we cla�m what can not be cla�med for any s�m�lar
number of people �n c�v�l�zat�on, v�z., that we have been here over
n�ne years, w�th an average populat�on of nearly one hundred
persons of both sexes and all ages, and, judged by the ex�st�ng
standard of morals, we are above reproach on th�s quest�on.

"Thus we have proceeded, d�spos�ng of our pr�mary leg�slat�on,
demonstrat�ng to general acceptance the rect�tude of our awards and
d�str�but�ons of prof�t, determ�n�ng quest�ons of soc�al doctr�ne,
perfect�ng methods of order, and develop�ng our �ndustry, w�th a fa�r
measure of success. In th�s latter respect the follow�ng stat�st�cs w�ll
�nd�cate part�ally the progress we have made.

"We commenced �n 1843, as before ment�oned, w�th a dozen
subscr�bers, and an aggregate subscr�pt�on of $8,000. On the 30th of
November, 1844, upon our f�rst settlement, our property amounted �n
round numbers to $28,000; of wh�ch we owed �n cap�tal stock and
balances due members, say, $18,000. The rema�nder was debt



�ncurred �n purchas�ng the land, $9,000; �mplements, etc., $1,000;
total, $10,000.

"Our populat�on at th�s per�od, �nclud�ng members and appl�cants,
was nearly as follows: Men, th�rty-two; women, n�neteen; ch�ldren of
both sexes under s�xteen years, twenty-s�x; mak�ng an aggregate of
seventy-seven. At one per�od thereafter our numbers were reduced
to about s�xty-f�ve persons.

"On the 30th of November, 1852, our property was est�mated at
$80,000, held as follows: cap�tal stock and balances of account due
members, say, $62,800; permanent debt, $12,103; float�ng debt,
$5,097; total, $80,000. D�v�d�ng th�s sum by 673, the number of
acres, the ent�re cost of our property �s $119 per acre.

"At th�s per�od our populat�on of members and appl�cants �s as
follows: men, forty-e�ght; women, th�rty-seven; adults, e�ghty-f�ve;
ch�ldren under s�xteen years, twenty-seven; mak�ng an aggregate of
one hundred and twelve.

"D�v�d�ng the sum of property by th�s number, we have an average
�nvestment for each man, woman and ch�ld, of over $700, or for each
fam�ly of f�ve persons, say, $3,600. D�v�d�ng the sum of our
permanent debt by the number of our populat�on, the average to
each person �s, say, $107.

"For the purpose of compar�ng the pecun�ary results of our
�ndustry to the �nd�v�dual, w�th l�ke pursu�ts elsewhere, we make the
follow�ng exh�b�t�on: In the year 1844 the average earn�ngs of adults,
bes�des the�r board, was three dollars and e�ghty cents a month, and
the d�v�dend for the use of cap�tal was 4.7 per cent.

1845.
Earn�ngs

of labor
was

$8.21 per
month.

 of
cap�tal

05.1 per
cent.

1846.
Earn�ngs of labor 2.73 per

month.

 of
cap�tal

04.4 per
cent.



1847.
Earn�ngs

of labor 12.02 per
month.

 of
cap�tal

05.6 per
cent.

1848.
Earn�ngs of labor 14.10 per

month.

 of
cap�tal

05.7 per
cent.

1849.
Earn�ngs of labor 13.58 per

month.

 of
cap�tal

05.6 per
cent.

1850.
Earn�ngs of labor 13.58 per

month.

 of
cap�tal

05.52 per
cent.

1851.
Earn�ngs of labor 14.59 per

month.

 of
cap�tal

04.84 per
cent.

"It �s to be noted that when we took possess�on of our doma�n, the
land was �n a reduced cond�t�on; and upon our �mprovements we
have made no prof�t except�ng subsequent �ncreased revenue, they
hav�ng been valued at cost. Also that our labors were ma�nly
agr�cultural unt�l w�th�n the last three years, when m�ll�ng was
successfully �ntroduced. We have, �t �s true, carr�ed on var�ous
mechan�cal branches for our own purposes, such as bu�ld�ng, sm�th-
work, t�n-work, shoe-mak�ng, etc.; but for purposes of revenue, we
have not to much extent succeeded �n �ntroduc�ng mechan�cal
branches of �ndustry.

"Furthermore, we d�v�de our prof�ts upon the follow�ng general
pr�nc�ples: For labors that are necessary, but repuls�ve or exhaust�ng,
we award the h�ghest rates; for such as are useful, but less
repugnant or tax�ng, a relat�vely smaller award �s made; and for the
more agreeable pursu�ts, a st�ll smaller rate �s allowed.



"Thus observ�ng th�s general formula �n our class�f�cat�on of labor,
v�z.: the necessary, the useful, and the agreeable; and also award�ng
to the �nd�v�dual, f�rst, for h�s labor, secondly, for the talent d�splayed
�n the use of means, or �n adaptat�on of means to ends, w�se
adm�n�strat�on, etc., and th�rdly, for the use of h�s cap�tal; �t w�ll be
perce�ved that we make our award upon a w�dely d�fferent bas�s from
the current method. We have a theory of awards, a sc�ent�f�c reason
for our class�f�cat�on of labor and our awards to �nd�v�duals; and one
of the consequences �s that women earn more, relat�vely, among us
than �n ex�st�ng soc�ety.

"In matters of educat�on we have h�therto done l�ttle else than
keep, as we m�ght, the common d�str�ct school, �ntroduc�ng, however,
�mproved methods of �nstruct�on. Other �nterests have pressed upon
us; other quest�ons clamored for solut�on. We were to determ�ne
whether or not we could assoc�ate �n all the labors of l�fe; and �f yea,
then whether we could suff�c�ently command the mater�al means of
l�fe, unt�l we should have establ�shed �nst�tut�ons that would
supersede the necess�ty of strenuous personal effort. It w�ll be
understood that th�s work has been suff�c�ently arduous, and
consequently that our ch�ldren, be�ng too feeble �n po�nt of numbers
to assert the�r r�ghts, have been pushed as�de."

Here follows a labored d�squ�s�t�on on the poss�b�l�t�es of ser�al
educat�on, wh�ch we om�t, as the substance of �t can be found �n the
standard expos�t�ons of Four�er�sm.

"If now we are asked, what quest�ons we have determ�ned, what
results we may fa�rly cla�m to have accompl�shed through our n�ne
years of assoc�ated l�fe and efforts at organ�zat�on, we may answer
�n br�ef, that so far as the members of th�s body are concerned, we
meet the un�versal demand of th�s day w�th �nst�tut�ons wh�ch
guarantee the r�ghts of labor and the products thereof, of educat�on,
and a home, and soc�al culture. Th�s �s not a mere declarat�on of
abstract r�ghts that we cla�m to make, but we establ�sh our members
�n the possess�on and enjoyment of these r�ghts; and we venture to
cla�m that, so far as the comforts of home, pr�vate r�ghts and soc�al



pr�v�leges are concerned, our actual l�fe �s greatly �n advance of that
of any m�xed populat�on under the �nst�tut�ons of ex�st�ng c�v�l�zat�on,
e�ther �n town or country. We cla�m, so far as w�th our small number
we could do, to have organ�zed labor through voluntary Assoc�at�on,
upon the pr�nc�ple of un�ty of �nterests; so reconc�l�ng the h�therto
host�le part�es of laborer and cap�tal�st; so settl�ng the world-old,
world-w�de quarrel, grow�ng out of antagon�st�c �nterests among men;
that �s, we have organ�zed the product�on and d�str�but�on of wealth
�n agr�cultural and domest�c labor, and �n some branches of
mechan�cs and manufactures, and thus have abol�shed the serv�le
character of labor, and the serv�le relat�on of employer and
employed. And �t �s prec�sely �n the po�nt where fa�lure was most
conf�dently pred�cted, v�z., �n domest�c labor, that we have most fully
succeeded, because ma�nly, as we suppose, �n the larger numbers
attached to th�s �ndustry we had the cond�t�ons of carry�ng out more
fully the ser�al method of organ�zat�on.

"In d�str�but�ng the prof�ts of �ndustry we have adopted a law of
equ�table proport�on, so that when the facts are presented, we have
�n�t�ated the measure of atta�n�ng to pract�cal just�ce, or �n the formula
of Four�er, 'equ�table d�str�but�on of prof�ts.' We cla�m also that we
guarantee the sale of the products of �ndustry; that �s, we secure the
means of convert�ng any and every form of product or fru�t of labor at
the cost thereof, �nto any other form also at cost. For all our labor �s
pa�d for �n a domest�c currency. In other words, when value �s
produced, a representat�ve of that value �s �ssued to the producer;
and only so far as there �s the product�on of value, �s there any �ssue
of the representat�ve of value; so that property and currency are
always equal, and thus we solve the problem of bank�ng and
currency; thus we have �n pract�cal operat�on, what Proudhon va�nly
attempted to �ntroduce �nto France; what Kellogg proposed to
�ntroduce under governmental sanct�on �n th�s country; what Warren
proposes to accompl�sh by h�s labor notes and exchanges at cost.

"We m�ght state other facts, but let th�s suff�ce for the present; and
we w�ll only say �n conclus�on, that when the organ�zat�on of our
educat�onal ser�es shall be completed, as we hope to see �t, we shall
thus have establ�shed as a body a measurably complete c�rcle of



fraternal �nst�tut�ons, �n wh�ch soc�al and pr�vate r�ghts are
guaranteed; we shall then fa�rly have closed the f�rst cycle of our
soc�etary l�fe and efforts, fa�rly have la�d the germs of l�v�ng
�nst�tut�ons, of the corporat�ons wh�ch have perpetual l�fe, wh�ch
gather all knowledges, wh�ch husband all exper�ences, and �nto the
keep�ng of wh�ch we comm�t all mater�al �nterests, and wh�ch only
need a healthy development to change w�thout �njust�ce, to absorb
w�thout v�olence, the d�scords of ex�st�ng soc�ety, and to unfold, as
naturally as the chrysal�s unfolds �nto a form of beauty, a new and
h�gher order of human soc�ety.

"To carry on th�s work we need add�t�onal means to endow our
agr�cultural, our educat�onal, our m�ll�ng and other �nterests, and to
bu�ld add�t�onal tenements; and above all we need add�t�onal
numbers of people who are w�ll�ng to work for an �dea; men and
women who are competent to establ�sh or conduct successfully
some branch of prof�table �ndustry; who understand the soc�al
movement; who w�ll come among us w�th worthy mot�ves, and w�th
settled purpose of fraternal co-operat�on; who can apprec�ate the
labor, the cond�t�ons of l�fe, the worth of the �nst�tut�ons we have and
propose to have, �n contrast w�th the chances of pr�vate ga�n
accompan�ed by the preva�l�ng d�sorder, the den�al of r�ght, and the
ever-�ncreas�ng oppress�ons of ex�st�ng c�v�l�zat�on.

"The v�ews of members and appl�cants upon the forego�ng
statement are expressed by the pos�t�on of the�r s�gnatures aff�xed
below:

Aye.

H.T. Stone, Eugen�a
Thomson, E.L. Holmes,

Luc�us Eaton, Leemon
Stockwell,

Gertrude
Sears,

Alcander
Longley, R.N. Stockwell, E.A. Angell,

Herman A.P. French, J. Buckl�n,



Schetter,

W.A. French, Nathan�el H.
Colson, L.E. Buckl�n,

John Ash, Jr., John French, Edw�n D.
Sayre,

John H. Steel, Mary E.F. Grey, O.S.
Holmes,

Phebe T.
Drew, Althea Sears, John V.

Sears,
John Gray, H. Bell Munday, P. French,
Robert J.
Sm�th,

Carol�ne M.
Hathaway, M.A. Mart�n,

J.R.
Vanderburgh,

Anna E.
Hathaway, L. French,

James
Renshaw, Anne Gu�llauden, Z. K�ng, Jr.,

J.G. Drew, L. Munday, D.H. K�ng,
S. Mart�n, Chloe Sears, A.J. Lanotte,
Joseph T.
French,

James Renshaw,
Jr.,

W.K.
Prent�ce,

N.H.
Stockwell,

Em�le Gu�llauden,
Jr., Jul�a Buckl�n,

Chas. G.
French,

Ellen M.
Stockwell, —— Maynet.

Nay.

o. Perry bel�eves that d�ff�culty ar�ses from the self�shness, class-
�nterest and personal amb�t�on, of Class No. 1 and 2; also, last and
not least, absence of un�form�ty of attract�ons.

R. Coleman endorses the above sent�ments. James Warren, do. H.N.
Coleman, do.



Hammond has very reluctantly concluded that the d�ff�culty �s �n the
Inst�tut�on and not �n the members."

CHAPTER XXXVII.

LIFE AT THE NORTH AMERICAN PHALANX.ToC

The follow�ng p�ctures from the f�les of the Harb�nger, w�th the
subsequent reports of Macdonald's three v�s�ts, g�ve a tolerable v�ew
of l�fe at the North Amer�can �n �ts early and �ts latter days.

[Fourth of July (1845) at the Phalanx.]
"As soon as the mo�sture was off the grass, a group went down to

the beaut�ful meadows to spread the hay; and the r�ght good w�ll,
qu�ckness, and thoroughness w�th wh�ch they completed the�r task,
certa�nly �llustrated the attract�veness of comb�ned �ndustry. Others
meanwh�le were gather�ng for d�nner the vegetables, of wh�ch, by the
consent of the whole ne�ghborhood, they have a supply unsurpassed
�n early matur�ty and excellence; and st�ll others were busy �n the
var�ous branches of domest�c labor.

"And now, the guests from New York and the country around
hav�ng come �n, and the hour for the meet�ng be�ng at hand, the bell
sounded, and men, women and ch�ldren assembled �n a walnut
grove near the house, where a sem�c�rcle of seats had been
arranged �n the cool shade. Here addresses were g�ven by W�ll�am



H. Chann�ng and Horace Greeley, �llustrat�ng the pos�t�on that
Assoc�at�on �s the truly cons�stent embod�ment �n pract�ce of the
professed pr�nc�ples of our nat�on.

"After some hour and a half thus spent, the company adjourned to
the house, where a table had been spread the whole length of the
hall, and partook of a most abundant and excellent d�nner, �n wh�ch
the hosp�table s�sters of the Phalanx had most sat�sfactor�ly proved
the�r fa�th by the�r works. Good cold water was the only beverage,
thanks to the temperance of the members. A few toasts and short
speeches seasoned the feast.

"And now once aga�n, the afternoon be�ng somewhat advanced,
the demand for var�ety was grat�f�ed by a summons to the hay-f�eld.
Every rake and fork were �n requ�s�t�on; a merr�er group never raked
and p�tched; never was a meadow more dexterously cleared; and �t
was not long before there was a demand that the r�ght to labor
should be honored by fresh work, wh�ch the ch�ef of the group
lamented he could not at the moment grat�fy. To close the fest�v�t�es
the young people formed �n a dance, wh�ch was prolonged t�ll
m�dn�ght. And so ended th�s truly cheerful and fr�endly hol�day."

[George R�pley's v�s�t to the Phalanx.]
May, 14, 1846.

"Arr�v�ng about d�nner t�me at the Mans�on, we rece�ved a cord�al
welcome from our fr�ends, and were soon seated at the�r hosp�table
table, and were made to feel at once that we were at home, and �n
the m�dst of those to whom we were bound by strong t�es. How could
�t be otherw�se? It was a meet�ng of those whose l�ves were devoted
to one �nterest, who had chosen the lot of p�oneers �n a great soc�al
reform, and who had been content to endure sacr�f�ces for the
real�zat�on of �deas that were more sacred than l�fe �tself. Then, too,
the s�m�lar�ty of pursu�ts, of the whole mode of l�fe �n our �nfant
Assoc�at�ons, produces a s�m�lar�ty of feel�ng, of manners, and I
could almost fancy, even of express�on of countenance. I have often
heard strangers remark upon the cheerfulness and elast�c�ty of sp�r�t
wh�ch struck them on v�s�t�ng our l�ttle Assoc�at�on at Brook Farm;



and here I found the same th�ng so strongly d�splayed, that �n
convers�ng w�th our new fr�ends, �t seemed as �f they were the same
that I had left at home, or rather that I had been s�de by s�de w�th
them for months or years, �nstead of meet�ng them to-day for the f�rst
t�me. I d�d not need any formal �ntroduct�on to make me feel
acqua�nted, and I flatter myself that there was as l�ttle reserve
cher�shed on the�r part.

"After d�nner we were k�ndly attended by our fr�end Mr. Sears over
th�s beaut�ful, I may truly say, enchant�ng doma�n. I had often heard �t
spoken of �n terms of h�gh commendat�on; but I must confess, I was
not prepared to f�nd an estate comb�n�ng so many p�cturesque
attract�ons w�th such rare agr�cultural capab�l�t�es.

"Our fr�ends here have no doubt been s�ngularly fortunate �n
procur�ng so valuable a doma�n as the scene of the�r exper�ment,
and I see noth�ng wh�ch, w�th �ndustry and perseverance, can create
a doubt of the�r tr�umphant success, and that at no very d�stant day.

"I was h�ghly grat�f�ed w�th the appearance of the ch�ldren, and the
prov�s�on that �s made for the�r educat�on, phys�cal as well as
�ntellectual. I found them �n a very neat school-room, under the
�ntell�gent care of Mrs. B., who �s devot�ng herself to th�s department
w�th a noble zeal and the most pleas�ng results. It �s seldom that
young people �n common soc�ety have such ample arrangements for
the�r culture, or g�ve ev�dence of such a healthy des�re for
�mprovement.

"Th�s Assoc�at�on has not been free from d�ff�cult�es. It has had to
contend w�th the want of suff�c�ent cap�tal, and has exper�enced
some embarrassment on that account. It has also suffered from the
d�scouragement of some of �ts members—a result always to be
expected �n every new enterpr�se, and by no means form�dable �n
the long run—and d�scontent has produced depress�on. Happ�ly, the
d�saffected have ret�red from the prem�ses, and w�th few, �f any,
except�ons, the present members are heart�ly devoted to the
movement, w�th strong fa�th �n the cause and �n each other, and
determ�ned to deserve success, even �f they do not ga�n �t. The�r
prospects, however, are now br�ght, and w�th pat�ent �ndustry and



�nternal harmony they must soon transform the�r magn�f�cent doma�n
�nto a most attract�ve home for the assoc�at�ve household. May God
prosper them!"

[N.C. Ne�dhart's v�s�t to the Phalanx.]
July 4, 1847.

"It �s �mposs�ble for me to descr�be the deep �mpress�on wh�ch the
l�fe and gen�al countenances of our brethren have made upon us.
Although not belong�ng to what are very unjustly called the h�gher
classes, I d�scovered more true ref�nement, that wh�ch �s based upon
human�tary feel�ng, than �s generally found among those of greater
pretens�ons. There �s a serene, earnest love about them all,
�nd�cat�ng a determ�nat�on on the�r part to ab�de the �ssue of the great
exper�ment �n wh�ch they are engaged.

"After a fat�gu�ng walk over the doma�n, I found the�r s�mple but
refresh�ng supper very �nv�t�ng. Here we saw for the f�rst t�me the
women assembled, of whom we had only caught occas�onal
gl�mpses before. They appeared to be a gen�al band, w�th happy,
sm�l�ng countenances, full of health and sp�r�ts. Such deep and
earnest eyes, �t seemed to me, I had never seen before. Most of the
younger g�rls had wreaths of evergreen and flowers wound around
the�r ha�r, and some also around the�r persons �n the form of scarfs,
wh�ch became them adm�rably.

"After tea we resorted to the read�ng-room, where are to be found
on f�les all the progress�ve and reformatory, as well as the best
agr�cultural, papers of the Un�on, such as the New York Tr�bune,
Pract�cal Chr�st�an, Young Amer�ca, Harb�nger, etc. There �s also the
commencement of a small l�brary.

"Only one th�ng was want�ng to enl�ven the even�ng, and that was
mus�c. They possess, I bel�eve, a gu�tar, flutes, and other
�nstruments, but the t�me necessary for the�r cult�vat�on seems to be
want�ng. The want of th�s so necessary accompan�ment of un�versal
harmony, was made up to us by some del�ghtful hours wh�ch we
spent �n the parlor of Mrs. B., who showed us some of her beaut�ful



draw�ngs, and �n whose �ntell�gent soc�ety we spent the even�ng. Th�s
lady was formerly a member of the Clermont Phalanx, Oh�o. I was
sorry there was not t�me enough to rece�ve from her an account of
the causes of the d�sbandment of th�s soc�ety. She must certa�nly
have been sat�sf�ed of the super�or�ty of assoc�ated l�fe, to encourage
her to jo�n �mmed�ately another.

"It was my good fortune (notw�thstand�ng the large number of
v�s�tors), to obta�n a n�ce sleep�ng-room, from wh�ch I was sorry to
see I had dr�ven some obl�g�ng member of the Phalanx. The orderly
s�mpl�c�ty of th�s room was qu�te pleas�ng. It enabled us to form some
judgment of the order wh�ch pervaded the Commun�ty.

"Next morn�ng we took an early breakfast, and accompan�ed by
Mr. Wheeler, a member of the soc�ety, we wandered over the whole
doma�n. On our way home we struck across Br�sbane H�ll, where
they �ntend to erect the future Phalanster�an house on a more
�mproved and extens�ve plan.

"There �s rel�g�ous worsh�p here every Sunday, �n wh�ch all those
who feel d�sposed may jo�n. The members of the soc�ety adhere to
d�fferent rel�g�ous persuas�ons, but do not seem to care much for the
outward forms of rel�g�on.

"As far as I could learn, the health of the Phalanx has been
generally very good. They have lost, however, several ch�ldren by
d�fferent d�seases. Dur�ng the prevalence of the small-pox �n the
Commun�ty, the super�or�ty of the comb�ned order over the �solated
household was most clearly man�fested. Qu�te lately they have
constructed a bath�ng-house. The water �s good, but must conta�n
more or less �ron, as the whole country �s full of �t."

Macdonald's f�rst v�s�t to the Phalanx.
October, 1851.

"It was dark when I arr�ved at the Phalanstery. L�ghts shone
through the trees from the w�ndows of several large bu�ld�ngs, the
s�ght of wh�ch sent a cheer�ng glow through me, and as I
approached, I �nwardly fanc�ed that what I saw was part of an early



dream. The glanc�ng l�ghts, the sounds of vo�ces, and the notes of
mus�c, wh�le all nature around was dark and st�ll, had a strange
effect, and I almost bel�eved that th�s was a Commun�ty where
people were really happy.

"I entered and �nqu�red for Mr. Buckl�n, whose name had been
g�ven me. At the end of a long hall I found a small read�ng-room, w�th
four or f�ve strange-look�ng be�ngs s�tt�ng around a table read�ng
newspapers. They all appeared eccentr�c, not alone because they
were unshaven and unshorn, but from the pecul�ar look of the�r eyes
and form of the�r faces. Mr. Buckl�n, a k�nd man, came to me,
glanc�ng as �f he ant�c�pated someth�ng �mportant. I expla�ned my
bus�ness, and he sat down bes�de me; but though I attempted
conversat�on, he had very l�ttle to say. He �nqu�red �f I w�shed for
supper, and on my assent�ng, he left me for a few m�nutes and then
returned, and very soon after he led me out to another bu�ld�ng. We
passed through a passage and up a short fl�ght of steps �nto a very
handsome room, capable, I understood, of accommodat�ng two
hundred persons at d�nner. It had a small gallery or balcony at one
end of �t, and s�x w�ndows on e�ther s�de. It was furn�shed w�th two
rows of tables and cha�rs, each table large enough for ten or twelve
persons to d�ne at. There were three br�ght lamps suspended from
the ce�l�ng. At one end of the room the cha�rs and tables had been
removed, and several lad�es and gentlemen were danc�ng cot�ll�ons
to the mus�c of a v�ol�n, played by an amateur �n the gallery. At the
other end of the room there was a doorway lead�ng to the k�tchen,
and near th�s my supper was la�d, very n�ce and t�dy. Mr. Buckl�n
�ntroduced me to Mr. Holmes, a gentleman who had l�ved �n the
Skaneateles and Trumbull exper�ments; and Mr. Holmes �ntroduced
me to Mr. W�ll�ston, who gave me some of the deta�ls of the early
days of the North Amer�can Phalanx, dur�ng wh�ch he somet�mes
l�ved �n h�gh style, and somet�mes was almost starved. He told of the
tr�cks wh�ch the young members played upon the old members,
many of whom had left.

"On look�ng at the dancers I perce�ved that several of the females
were dressed �n the new costume, wh�ch �s no more than shorten�ng
the frock and wear�ng trowsers the same as men. There were three



or four young women, and three or four ch�ldren so dressed. I had
not thought much of th�s dress before, but was now favorably
�mpressed by �t, when I contrasted �t w�th the long dresses of some
of the dancers. Th�s style �s dec�dedly super�or, I th�nk, for any k�nd of
act�ve employment. The dress seems exceed�ngly s�mple. The frocks
were worn about the same length as the H�ghland k�lt, end�ng a l�ttle
above the knee; the trowsers were stra�ght, and both were made of
pla�n mater�al. Afterward I saw some of the lad�es �n super�or su�ts of
th�s fash�on, look�ng very elegant.

"Mr. Holmes shewed me to my bed, wh�ch was �n the top of
another bu�ld�ng. It was a spac�ous garret w�th four cots �n �t, one �n
each corner. There were two w�ndows, one of wh�ch appeared to be
always open, and at that w�ndow a young man was sleep�ng,
although the weather was very wet. The mattress I had was
excellent, and I slept well; but the accommodat�ons were rather rude,
there be�ng no cha�rs or pegs to hang the clothes upon. The young
men threw the�r clothes upon the floor. There was no carpet, but the
floor seemed very clean.

"It ra�ned hard all n�ght, and the morn�ng cont�nued wet and
unpleasant. I rose about seven, and washed �n a passage-way
lead�ng from the sleep�ng-rooms, where I found water well suppl�ed;
passed rows of small sleep�ng-rooms, and went out for a stroll. The
morn�ng was too unpleasant for walk�ng much, but I exam�ned the
houses, and found them to be large framed bu�ld�ngs, the largest of
the two hav�ng been but recently bu�lt. It formed two s�des of a
square, and had a porch �n front and on part of the back. It appeared
as �f the port�on of �t wh�ch was complete was but a w�ng of a more
extens�ve des�gn, �ntended to be carr�ed out at some future t�me. The
oldest bu�ld�ng rem�nded me of one of the Rapp�te bu�ld�ngs �n New
Harmony, except�ng that �t was bu�lt of wood and the�rs of br�ck. It
formed a parallelogram, two stor�es h�gh, w�th large garrets at the
top. A hall ran nearly the whole length of the bu�ld�ng, and term�nated
�n a small room wh�ch �s used as a l�brary, and to wh�ch �s jo�ned the
off�ce. Apartments were ranged on e�ther s�de of the hall up sta�rs. All
the rooms appeared to be bed-rooms, and were �n use. The new
bu�ld�ng was more commod�ous. There were well furn�shed s�tt�ng-



rooms on e�ther s�de of the pr�nc�pal entrance. The d�n�ng-hall, wh�ch
I have before ment�oned, was �n the rear of th�s. Up sta�rs the rooms
were ranged �n a s�m�lar manner to the old bu�ld�ng, and appeared to
be very comfortable. I was �nformed that they were soon to be
heated by steam. All these apartments were rented to the members
at var�ous pr�ces, accord�ng to the relat�ve super�or�ty of each room.

"As the bell at the end of the bu�ld�ng rang a second t�me for
breakfast, I followed some of the members �nto the room, and on
enter�ng took my seat at the table nearest the door. I afterward
learned that th�s was the vegetar�an table, and also that �t was
customary for each person always to occupy the same seat at h�s
meals. The tables were well suppl�ed w�th excellent, wholesome
food, and I th�nk the major�ty of the members took tea and coffee and
ate meat. Young men and women wa�ted upon the tables, and
seemed act�ve and agreeable. An easy freedom and a harmon�ous
feel�ng seemed to preva�l.

"On leav�ng the room I was �ntroduced to Mr. Sears, who, I
ascerta�ned, was what they called the 'lead�ng m�nd.' He was rather
tall, of a nervous temperament, the sens�t�ve predom�nat�ng, and was
easy and affable. On my �nform�ng h�m of the object of my v�s�t, he
very k�ndly led me to h�s off�ce and showed me several papers,
wh�ch gave me every �nformat�on I requ�red. He �ntroduced me to Mr.
Renshaw, a gentleman who had been �n the Oh�o Phalanx. Mr.
Renshaw was engaged �n the blacksm�th-shop; looked qu�te a
ph�losopher, so far as form of head and length of beard and ha�r was
concerned; but he had a l�ttle too much of the sangu�ne �n h�s
temperament to be cool at all t�mes. He very rap�dly asked me the
object of my book: what good would �t do? what was �t for? and
seemed d�sposed to knock down some �mag�nary wrong, before he
had any clear �dea of what �t was. I expla�ned, and together w�th Mr.
Sears, had a short controversy w�th h�m, wh�ch had a soften�ng
tendency, though �t d�d not lead to perfect agreement. Mr. Sears
contended that Commun�ty exper�ments fa�led because the accounts
were not clearly and fa�thfully kept; but Mr. Renshaw ma�nta�ned that
they all fa�led for want of means, and that the publ�c �mpress�on that
the members always d�sagreed was qu�te erroneous. At d�nner I



found a much larger crowd of persons �n the room than at breakfast.
I was �ntroduced to several members, and among them to Mr.
French, a gentleman who had once been a Un�versal�st preacher. He
was very k�nd, and gave me some �nformat�on relat�ve to the
Jefferson County Industr�al Assoc�at�on.

"I also made the acqua�ntance of Mr. John Gray, a gentleman who
had l�ved f�ve years among the Shakers, and who was st�ll a Shaker
�n appearance. Mr. Gray �s an Engl�shman, as would read�ly be
perce�ved by h�s pecul�ar speech; but w�th h�s Engl�sh he had gotten
a l�ttle m�xture of the 'down east,' where he had lately been l�v�ng. Mr.
Gray was very fluent of speech, and what he sa�d to me would
almost f�ll a volume. He spoke ch�efly of h�s Shaker exper�ence, and
of the t�me he had spent among the Soc�al�sts of England. He sa�d �t
was h�s �ntent�on to v�s�t other Commun�t�es �n the Un�ted States, and
ga�n all the exper�ence he could among them, and then return to
England and make �t known. He was a dyer by trade (on wh�ch
account he was much valued by the Shakers), and was very useful
�n tak�ng care of sw�ne. He spoke forc�bly of the ev�ls of cel�bacy
among the Shakers, and of the�r str�ct regulat�ons. He preferred l�v�ng
�n the North Amer�can Phalanx, feel�ng more freedom, and know�ng
that he could go away when he pleased w�thout d�ff�culty. He thought
the wages too low. Reckon�ng, for �nstance, that he earned about 90
cts. per day for ten hours labor, he got �n cash every two weeks
three-fourths of �t, the rema�n�ng fourth go�ng to the Phalanx as
cap�tal. Out of these wages he had to pay $1.50 per week for board,
and $12 a year rent, bes�des extras; but he had a very snug l�ttle
room, and l�ved well. He thought s�ngle men and women could do
better there than marr�ed ones; but e�ther could do better, so far as
mak�ng money was the object, �n the outer world. He dec�dedly
preferred the s�ngle fam�ly and �solated cottage arrangement. I made
allowances for Mr. Gray's op�n�ons, when I remembered that he had
been l�v�ng f�ve years among the Shakers, and but four months at the
North Amer�can, whose regulat�ons about cap�tal and �nterest he was
not very clear upon.

"I had a conversat�on w�th a lady who had l�ved two years at
Hopedale. She was �ntell�gent, but very sangu�ne; well-spoken and



agreeable, but had too much enthus�asm. She descr�bed to me the
early days of Hopedale and �ts present cond�t�on. She d�d not l�ke �t,
but preferred the North Amer�can and �ts more un�tary arrangements.
She thought that the s�ngle-cottage system was wrong, and that
woman would never atta�n her true pos�t�on �n such c�rcumstances.
She had a great op�n�on of woman's ab�l�t�es and capac�t�es for
�mprovement; was sorry that the Phalanx had such a bombast�c
name; had once been very sangu�ne, but was now chastened down;
bel�eved that the North Amer�can could not be called an exper�ment
on Four�er's plan; the necessary elements were not there, and never
had been, and no exper�ment had ever been attempted w�th such
mater�al as Four�er proposed; unt�l that �s done, we can not say the
system �s false, etc.

"After supper I had conversat�on w�th several persons on Mr.
Warren's plan of 'Equ�table Commerce.' Most of them were well
d�sposed toward h�s v�ews of '�nd�v�dual�ty,' but not toward h�s 'cost
pr�nc�ple,' many bel�ev�ng the d�ff�cult�es of est�mat�ng the cost of
many th�ngs not to be overcome; the deta�ls �n carry�ng out the
system would be too tr�fl�ng and f�ne-drawn. Conversat�on turned
upon the Sabbath. Some thought �t would be good to have per�od�cal
meet�ngs for read�ng or lectur�ng, and others thought �t best to have
noth�ng per�od�cal, but leave every th�ng and every body to act �n a
natural manner, such as eat�ng when you are hungry, dr�nk�ng when
you are th�rsty, and rest�ng when you are t�red; let the ch�ld play
when �t �s so �ncl�ned, and teach �t when �t demands to be taught.
There were all k�nds of op�n�ons among them regard�ng soc�ety and
�ts progress. My Shaker fr�end thought that soc�ety was progress�ng
'f�rst-rate' by means of Odd-Fellowsh�p, Freemasonry, benevolent
assoc�at�ons, ra�lroads, steamboats, and espec�ally all k�nds of large
manufactor�es, w�thout such l�ttle attempts as these of the North
Amer�can to regenerate mank�nd.

"I m�ght speculate on th�s strange m�xture of m�nds, but prefer that
the reader should take the facts and ph�losoph�ze for h�mself. Here
were persons who, for many years, had tr�ed many schemes of
soc�al re-organ�zat�on �n var�ous parts of the country, brought
together not from a personal knowledge and attract�on for each



other, but through a common love of the soc�al pr�nc�ples, wh�ch l�ke
a pleasant dream attracted them to th�s, the last surv�v�ng of that
extens�ve ser�es of exper�ments wh�ch commenced �n th�s country
about the year 1843.

"I ret�red to my cot about ten o'clock, and passed a restless n�ght.
The weather was warm and wet, and cont�nued so �n the morn�ng.
Rose at f�ve o'clock and took breakfast w�th Dr. Lazarus and the
stage-dr�ver, and at a quarter to s�x we left the Phalanx �n the�r neat
l�ttle stage.

"Dur�ng the journey to Keyport the Doctor seemed to be full of
Assoc�at�on, and made frequent allus�ons to that state �n wh�ch all
th�ngs would be r�ght, and man would hold h�s true pos�t�on; thought
�t wrong to cut down trees, to clear land, to ra�se corn, to fatten p�gs
to eat, when, �f the forest was left alone, we could l�ve on the nat�ve
deer, wh�ch would be much better food for man; he would have fru�t-
trees rema�n where they are found naturally; and he would have
many other th�ngs done wh�ch the world would deem crazy
nonsense."



Macdonald's second v�s�t to the Phalanx.
"I v�s�ted the North Amer�can Phalanx aga�n �n July, 1852. The v�s�t

was an �nterest�ng one to me; but I w�ll only refer to the changes
wh�ch have taken place s�nce my last v�s�t.

"They have altered the�r eat�ng and dr�nk�ng arrangements, and
adopted the eat�ng-house system. At the table there �s a b�ll of fare,
and each �nd�v�dual calls for what he wants; on obta�n�ng �t the wa�ter
g�ves h�m a check, w�th the pr�ce of the art�cle marked thereon. After
the meal �s over, the wa�ters go round and enter the sum marked
upon the check wh�ch each person has rece�ved, �n a book
belong�ng to that person; the total �s added up at the end of each
month and the payments are made. Each person f�nds h�s own
sugar, wh�ch �s kept upon the table. Coffee �s half-a-cent per cup,
�nclud�ng m�lk; bread one cent per plate; butter, I th�nk, half-a-cent;
meat two cents; p�e two cents; and other th�ngs �n l�ke proport�on. On
Mr. Holmes's book, the cost of l�v�ng ran thus: breakfast from one
and a-half cents to three and a-half cents; d�nner four and a-half
cents to n�ne cents; supper four and a-half cents to e�ght cents. In
add�t�on to th�s, as all persons use the room al�ke, each pays the
same rent, wh�ch �s th�rty-s�x and a-half cents per week; each person
also pays a certa�n port�on for the wa�t�ng labor, and for l�ght�ng the
room. The young lad�es and gentlemen who wa�ted on table, as well
as the Phalanx Doctor (a gentleman of talent and pol�teness), who
from attract�on performed the same duty, got s�x and a-quarter cents
per hour for the�r labor.

"The wages of var�ous occupat�ons, agr�cultural, mechan�cal and
profess�onal, vary from s�x cents to ten cents per hour; the latter sum
�s the max�mum. The wages are pa�d to each �nd�v�dual �n full every
month, and the prof�ts are d�v�ded at the end of the year. Persons
w�sh�ng to become members are �nv�ted to become v�s�tors for th�rty
days. At the end of that t�me �t �s somet�mes necessary for them to
cont�nue another th�rty days; then they may be adm�tted as
probat�oners for one year, and �f they are l�ked by the members at
the end of that t�me, �t �s dec�ded whether they shall become full
members or not.



"They had commenced br�ck-mak�ng, �ntend�ng to bu�ld a m�ll;
thought of bu�ld�ng at Keyport or Red Bank. Some ant�c�pated a loan
from Horace Greeley. The�r stock was good; some sa�d �t was at par;
one sa�d, at seventy-f�ve per cent. prem�um. (?) The prof�ts were
�nvested �n th�ngs wh�ch they thought would br�ng them the largest
�nterest; they had shares �n two steamboats runn�ng to New York
from Keyport and Red Bank.

"The�r crops looked well, super�or to any �n the v�c�n�ty. There were
large f�elds of corn and potatoes and a f�ne one of tomatoes. The f�rst
bushel of the latter art�cle had just been sent to the New York market,
and was worth e�ght dollars. There was a f�eld of good melons, qu�te
a p�cture to look upon. S�nce my last v�s�t, there had been an add�t�on
made to the large bu�ld�ng. A man had bu�lt the add�t�on at a cost of
$800, and had put $200 �nto the Phalanx, mak�ng $1,000 worth of
stock. He l�ved �n the house as h�s own. There �s a neat cottage near
the large bu�ld�ng, wh�ch I suppose �s also Assoc�at�on property, put
�n by the gentleman who bu�lt �t and uses �t—a Mr. Mann�ng, I
bel�eve.

"The wages were all �ncreased a l�ttle s�nce my last v�s�t, and there
seemed to be more sat�sfact�on preva�l�ng, espec�ally w�th the eat�ng-
house plan, wh�ch I understood had effected a sav�ng of about two-
th�rds �n the expend�ture; th�s was espec�ally the case �n the art�cle of
sugar.

"The stage group was abol�shed; and the stage sold. It called
there, however, regularly w�th the ma�ls and passengers as before.

"I gleaned the follow�ng: The Phalanx property could support one
thousand people, yet they can not get them, and they have not
accommodat�ons for such a number. Some doubt the advantage of
tak�ng more members unt�l they are r�cher. All say they are do�ng
well; yet some adm�t that �nd�v�dually they could do better, or that an
�nd�v�dual w�th that property could have done better than they have
done. They h�re about s�xteen Dutch laborers, and say they are
better treated than they would be elsewhere. These board �n a room
beneath the Phalanx d�n�ng-room, and lodge �n var�ous out-places



around. They had an add�t�on of s�x Frenchmen to the�r numbers,
sa�d to be ex�les; these persons were �ndustr�ous and well l�ked.

"In a conversat�on w�th one of the d�scontented members, who had
been there f�ve years, he sa�d that after an ex�stence of n�ne years,
there were fewer members than at the commencement; there was
someth�ng wrong �n the system they were pract�c�ng; and �f that was
Assoc�at�on, then Assoc�at�on was wrong; th�nks there are some
persons who try to crush and oust those who d�ffer from them �n
op�n�on, or who w�sh to change the system so as to �ncrease the�r
number.

"There was more than enough work for all to do, mechan�cs
espec�ally. Carpenters were �n demand. They had to h�re the latter at
$1.50 per day. They don't get any to jo�n them. Some thought the
wages too low; yet the cost of l�v�ng was not much over $2. per
week, �nclud�ng wash�ng and all else but cloth�ng and luxur�es.

"My acqua�ntance, John Gray, had been away from the Phalanx
for some months, but had returned, hav�ng found that he could not
l�ve �n 'old soc�ety' aga�n; sooner than that, he would return to the
Shakers. He spoke much more favorably of the North Amer�can than
before, and was part�cularly pleased w�th the eat�ng arrangement; he
wanted to see the �nd�v�dual system carr�ed out st�ll further among
them; for �n proport�on as they adopted that, they were made free
and happy; but �n proport�on as they progressed toward
Commun�sm, the result was the reverse. After allud�ng to the�r many
l�ttle d�ff�cult�es, he po�nted out so many advantages, that they
seemed to counter-balance all the ev�ls spoken of by h�mself and
others. Cr�t�c�sm, he sa�d, was the most potent regulator and
governor.

"The charges were �ncreased at the Phalanx. For f�ve meals and
very �nfer�or sleep�ng accommodat�ons tw�ce, I pa�d $1.75. The
Phalanx had pa�d f�ve per cent. d�v�dend on stock, for the past year."

Macdonald's th�rd v�s�t to the Phalanx.



"In the fall of 1853 I made another p�lgr�mage to the North
Amer�can. On my journey from Red Bank I had for my fellow-
passengers, the well-known Albert Br�sbane and a young man
named Dav�dson. The r�de was d�vers�f�ed by �nterest�ng debates
upon Sp�r�tual�sm and Assoc�at�on.

"At the Phalanx I was pleased w�th the appearance of th�ngs
dur�ng th�s v�s�t. I saw the same faces, and felt assured they were
'st�ck�ng to �t.' I also fell �n w�th some strangers who had lately been
attracted there. I was �nformed by one or two of the members that
the art�cles wh�ch had been publ�shed about the Phalanx �n the New
York Herald, had done them good. It made the place known, and
caused many strangers to v�s�t them; among whom were some
cap�tal�sts who offered to lend the�r a�d; a Dr. Parmelee was named
as one of these. The art�cles also d�d good �n cr�t�c�s�ng the�r
pecul�ar�t�es, lett�ng them know what the 'world' thought of them, and
shak�ng them up, l�ke w�nd upon a stagnant pond.

"Mr. Sears �nformed me that they had had a freshet �n August,
wh�ch destroyed a large quant�ty of the�r forage; and the dams were
broken down, caus�ng a loss of two or three hundred dollars. The�r
peach-orchard had fa�led, caus�ng a def�c�ency of nearly two-th�rds
the usual amount of peaches. He was of the op�n�on that �n f�ve
years they would be able to show someth�ng more tang�ble to the
world. He thought that �n about that t�me the exper�ment would have
completed a marked phase �n �ts h�story, and become more worthy of
not�ce.

"In a conversat�on w�th Mr. French I learned that he had been
away from the Phalanx for three weeks, see�ng h�s fr�ends �n the
country; but �t made h�m happy to return; he felt he could not l�ve
elsewhere. He sa�d the�r grand object was to prov�de a f�tt�ng
educat�on for the�r ch�ldren. They had been neglected, though often
thought of; and ere long someth�ng �mportant would be done for
them, �f th�ngs turned out as he hoped. Last year, for the f�rst t�me
s�nce the�r commencement, they declared a d�v�dend to labor; th�s
year they ant�c�pated more, but the acc�dents would probably reduce
�t. The�r total debts were $18,000, but the value of the place was
$55,000. They bought the land at $20 per acre, and �t had �ncreased



�n value, not so much by the�r �mprovements as by the r�se of land all
through that country. They were not troubled about the�r debts; �t was
an advantage to them to let them rema�n; they could pay them at any
t�me �f necessary."

CHAPTER XXXVIII.

END OF THE NORTH AMERICAN PHALANX.ToC

The Harb�nger and Macdonald both fa�l us �n our search for the
h�story of the last days of the North Amer�can; and hav�ng asked �n
va�n for an authent�c account of �ts fa�lure from one at least of �ts
leaders, we must content ourselves w�th such scraps of �nformat�on
on th�s �nterest�ng catastrophe, as we have p�cked up here and there
�n var�ous publ�cat�ons. And f�rst we w�ll br�ng to v�ew one or two facts
wh�ch preceded the fa�lure, and apparently led to �t.

In the spr�ng of 1853—the tenth year of the Phalanx—there was a
spl�t and secess�on, result�ng �n the format�on of another Assoc�at�on,
called the Rar�tan Bay Un�on, at Perth Amboy, New Jersey. A
correspondent of the New York Herald, who v�s�ted th�s new Un�on �n
June, 1853, speaks of �ts founders and foundat�ons as follows:

"The subscr�pt�ons already amount to over forty thousand dollars.
Among the names of the stockholders I not�ce that of Mrs. Tyndale,
formerly an extens�ve crockery dealer �n Chestnut street,
Ph�ladelph�a, who carr�ed on the bus�ness �n her own name unt�l she



accumulated a handsome fortune, and then rel�nqu�shed �t to her son
and son-�n-law; also Marcus Spr�ng, comm�ss�on merchant of New
York; Rev. W�ll�am Henry Chann�ng of Rochester, and Clement O.
Read, late super�ntendent of the large wash-house �n Mott street,
New York.

"The Pres�dent of the corporat�on, George B. Arnold Esq., was last
year Pres�dent of the North Amer�can Phalanx. Many years ago he
was a m�n�ster at large �n the c�ty of New York. He afterward
removed to Ill�no�s, where he establ�shed an extens�ve nursery,
work�ng w�th h�s own hands at the bus�ness, wh�ch he carr�ed on
successfully. He �s an or�g�nal th�nker, a pract�cal man, of clear,
strong common sense.

"The founders of the Un�on bel�eve that many branches of
bus�ness may be carr�ed on most advantageously here, and that the
best class of mechan�cs w�ll soon f�nd the�r �nterest and happ�ness
promoted by jo�n�ng them. Extens�ve shops w�ll be erected, and
e�ther carr�ed on d�rectly by the corporat�on, or leased, w�th suff�c�ent
steam-power, to compan�es of �ts own members. The d�fferent k�nds
of bus�ness w�ll be kept separate, and every tub left to stand upon �ts
own bottom. They a�m at comb�nat�on, not confus�on. Every man w�ll
have pay for what he does, and no man �s to be pa�d for do�ng
noth�ng. Whether they w�ll drag the drones out, �f they f�nd any, and
k�ll them as the bees do �n autumn, or whether the�r ferryman w�ll be
d�rected to take them out �n h�s boat and t�p them �nto the bay, or
what w�ll be done w�th them, I can not say. But the creed of th�s new
Commun�ty seems to be, that 'Labor �s pra�se.' In rel�g�ous matters
the utmost freedom ex�sts, and every man �s left to follow the
d�ctates of h�s own consc�ence."

Macdonald br�efly ment�ons th�s Rar�tan Bay Assoc�at�on, and
character�zes �t as "a jo�nt-stock concern, that undertook to hold an
�ntermed�ate pos�t�on between the North Amer�can and ord�nary
soc�ety;" mean�ng, we suppose, that �t was less commun�st�c than
the Phalanx. He furn�shes also a copy of �ts const�tut�on, the
preamble of wh�ch declares that �ts object �s to establ�sh "var�ous
branches of agr�culture and mechan�cs, whereby �ndustry, educat�on



and soc�al l�fe may, �n pr�nc�ple and pract�ce, be arranged �n
conform�ty to the Chr�st�an rel�g�on, and where all t�es, conjugal,
parental, f�l�al, fraternal and communal, wh�ch are sanct�oned by the
w�ll of God, the laws of nature, and the h�ghest exper�ence of
mank�nd, may be pur�f�ed and perfected; and where the advantages
of co-operat�on may be secured, and the ev�ls of compet�t�on
avo�ded, by such methods of jo�nt-stock Assoc�at�on as shall
commend themselves to enl�ghtened consc�ence and common
sense."

The board of off�cers whose names are attached to th�s
const�tut�on were,

Pres�dent, George B. Arnold; D�rectors, Clement O. Read, Marcus
Spr�ng, George B. Arnold, Joseph L. Pennock, Sarah Tyndale;
Treasurer, Clement O. Read; Secretary, Angel�na G. Weld.

It �s ev�dent that th�s offshoot drew away a port�on of the members
and stockholders of the North Amer�can. It amounted to l�ttle as an
Assoc�at�on, and d�sappeared w�th the rest of �ts k�ndred; but �ts
secess�on certa�nly weakened the parent Phalanx.

Dur�ng the summer after th�s secess�on, the North Amer�can
appears to have had an acr�mon�ous controversy about rel�g�on w�th
somebody, �ns�de or outs�de, the nature of wh�ch we can only guess
from the follow�ng myster�ous h�nts �n a long art�cle wr�tten by Mr.
Sears �n the fall of 1853, on behalf of the Assoc�at�on, and publ�shed
�n the New York Tr�bune under the capt�on, "Rel�g�on �n the North
Amer�can Phalanx." Mr. Sears sa�d:

"I am �nc�ted to these remarks by the recent �mpos�t�on of a
m�ss�onary effort among us, and by a letter respect�ng �t, �nd�cat�ng
the fa�lure of a cher�shed scheme, �n a sp�r�t wh�ch shows that the old
sanct�ons only are want�ng, to k�ndle the old f�res. And, lest our
s�lence be further m�sconstrued, and we subjected to further
d�scourtesy, I am �nduced to say a few words �n defense.

"Ne�ther our qu�et nor our good character have qu�te suff�ced to
protect us from the customary off�c�ousness of busy sectar�es, who
professed not to understand how a people could assoc�ate, how a



commonwealth could ex�st, w�thout adopt�ng some sectar�an
profess�on of rel�g�ous fa�th, some part�san form of rel�g�ous
observance.

"In va�n we urged that our �nst�tut�ons were rel�g�ous; that here,
before the�r eyes, was made real and pract�cal �n da�ly l�fe and
establ�shed as a real soc�etary feature, that fratern�ty wh�ch the
church �n every form has held as �ts �deal; that here the Chr�st�an rule
of l�fe �s made poss�ble �n the only way that �t can be made poss�ble,
v�z., through soc�al guarantees wh�ch conf�rm the just cla�ms of every
member. In va�n we showed that �n the matter of pr�vate fa�th we d�d
not propose to �nterfere, but �n th�s respect held the same relat�on of
a body to �ts const�tuent members, that the State of New Jersey or
any other commonwealth does to �ts c�t�zens; that tolerance was our
only proper course, and must cont�nue to be; that the professors of
any name could organ�ze a soc�ety and have a fellowsh�p of the
same rel�g�ous commun�on, �f they chose; but that our effort was to
seek out the d�v�ne mathemat�cs of soc�etary relat�ons, and to
determ�ne a formula that would be of un�versal appl�cat�on; and that
to allow our organ�zat�on to be taken possess�on of as an agency for
push�ng pr�vate construct�ons of doctr�ne, would be an �mposs�ble
descent for us; that any who choose could make such profess�on
and have such observances as they l�ked, and by arrangement have
equal use of our publ�c rooms. St�ll from t�me to t�me var�ous part�es
have urged the�r pr�vate v�ews upon us, and whenever they w�shed,
have had, by arrangement, the use of room and such aud�ence as
they could attract. But never unt�l the past summer has there been
such a pers�stent effort to press upon us pr�vate observance as to
exc�te much attent�on; and for the f�rst t�me �n our h�story there arose,
through a reprehens�ble effort, a publ�c d�scuss�on of rel�g�ous
dogmas; and, to our regret and annoyance, the usual sectar�an
unchar�tableness was exh�b�ted and has s�nce been expressed to
us."

A further gl�mpse at the d�ff�culty alluded to, �s afforded by the
follow�ng paragraph, wh�ch appeared �n pr�nt about the same t�me,
wr�tten by Eleazer Parmlee, a part�zan of the other s�de:



"I rece�ved the �nclosed letter from Marcus Spr�ng, who requested
me to co-operate w�th h�mself and others (at the two Phalanxes) �n
susta�n�ng a preacher; as he �ns�sts 'that the rel�g�ous and moral
elements �n man should be cult�vated for the true success of
Assoc�at�on.' I shall wr�te to Mr. Spr�ng that �t �s not my op�n�on that
rel�g�ous cult�vat�on or teach�ng w�ll be allowed, certa�nly at one of the
Assoc�at�ons; and I would adv�se all persons who have any respect
or regard for the rel�g�on of the B�ble, and who do not w�sh to have
the�r feel�ngs outraged by a total want of common courtesy, to keep
ent�rely away, at least from the North Amer�can."

It seems probable that th�s controversy, whatever �t may have
been, was compl�cated w�th the secess�on movement �n the spr�ng
before. We not�ce that Marcus Spr�ng, who was or�g�nally a
prom�nent stockholder �n the North Amer�can, and who went over, as
we have seen, to the r�val Phalanx at Perth Amboy, was m�xed up
w�th th�s controversy, and apparently �nst�gated the "m�ss�onary
�mpos�t�on" of wh�ch Mr. Sears compla�ns. It may be reasonably
conjectured that th�s theolog�cal quarrel led to the ult�mate
w�thdrawal of stock wh�ch brought the Assoc�at�on to �ts end.

In September 1853, after the secess�on and after the quarrel about
rel�g�on, the follow�ng gloomy p�cture of the Phalanx was sent abroad
�n the columns of the New York Tr�bune, the old champ�on of
Soc�al�sm �n general and of the North Amer�can �n part�cular.
Whether �ts representat�ons were true or not, �t must have had a very
depress�ng effect on the Assoc�at�on, and doubtless helped to real�ze
�ts own forebod�ngs:

[Correspondence of the New York Tr�bune.]
"I rema�ned n�ne days at the North Amer�can Phalanx. They

appear to be on a safe mater�al bas�s. Good wages are pa�d the
laborers, and both sexes are on an equal�ty �n every respect; the
younger females wear bloomers; are beaut�ful and apparently
ref�ned; but both sexes grow up �n �gnorance, and seem to have but
l�ttle des�re for mental progress�on. The�r mode of l�fe, however, �s a



dec�ded �mprovement on the old one: the land appears to be well
cult�vated and very product�ve; the major�ty of the men, and some of
the women, are hard workers; the wages of labor and prof�ts on
cap�tal are constantly �ncreas�ng and l�kely to �ncrease; probably �n a
few years more the stock w�ll be as good an �nvestment as any other
stock, and the wages of labor much better than elsewhere. The
standard of agr�cultural and mechan�cal labor �s now n�ne cents per
hour; k�tchen-work, wa�t�ng, etc., about the same. The�r
arrangements for econom�z�ng domest�c labor seem very eff�c�ent;
but they have no sew�ng-mach�ne and no store that amounts to any
th�ng. If a hat of any k�nd �s wanted, they have to go to Red Bank for
�t. They appear to make no effort to redeem the�r stock, wh�ch �s now
mostly �n the hands of non-res�dents. The few who do save any
th�ng, I understand, usually prefer someth�ng that 'pays' better. Most
of them are decent sort of people, have few bad qual�t�es and not
many good ones, but they are ev�dently not work�ng for an �dea.
They make no effort to extend the�r pr�nc�ples, and do not bu�ld, as a
general th�ng, unless a person want�ng to jo�n bu�lds for h�mself.
Under such c�rcumstances the progress of the movement must be
necessar�ly slow, �f even �t progress at all. Latterly the number of
members and probat�oners has decreased. They f�nd �t necessary to
employ h�red laborers to develop the resources of the land.

"So far as regards the mater�al aspect, however, they get along
tolerably well. But I regard the mechan�sm merely as a means for
general progress—a bas�s for a superstructure of unl�m�ted mental
and sp�r�tual development. They seem to regard �t as the end. Th�s
absence of fac�l�t�es for educat�on and mental �mprovement �s
aston�sh�ng, �n a Commun�ty enjoy�ng so many of the advantages of
co-operat�on. Those engaged �n nurser�es should have some
acqua�ntance w�th phys�ology and hyg�ene; but such th�ngs are
scarcely dreamed of as yet among any of the members, except two
or three; or �f so, they keep very qu�et about �t. A cons�derable
port�on of the�r hard earn�ngs ends �n smoke and sp�ttoons, or some
other form of mere an�mal grat�f�cat�on, to wh�ch they are �n a
measure compelled to resort, �n the absence of any rat�onal mode of
apply�ng the�r small amount of le�sure. The�r read�ng-room �s
suppl�ed by two New York Tr�bunes, a Nauvoo Tr�bune, and two or



three worthless local papers. The l�brary cons�sts of between three
and four hundred volumes, not many of them progress�ve or the
reverse. I bel�eve there �s a sort of a school, but should th�nk they
don't teach much there worth know�ng, �f results are to be the
cr�ter�on. C�gar smok�ng �s bad enough �n men, but part�cularly
object�onable �n twelve-year olds. A number of papers are taken by
�nd�v�duals, but those that most need them don't have much chance
at them; bes�des, �t �s the end of assoc�ate l�fe to econom�se by co-
operat�on �n th�s as �n other matters. Some of them make m�serable
apolog�es for neglect of these matters, on the score of want of
le�sure, means, etc., but all amounts to noth�ng.

"The Phalanx people, hav�ng deferred �mprov�ng the h�gher
facult�es of themselves and ch�ldren unt�l the�r lower wants are
suppl�ed, wh�ch can never be, are heav�ly �n debt; and so far as any
effect on the outer world �s concerned, the North Amer�can Phalanx
�s a total fa�lure. No movement based on a mere grat�f�cat�on of the
an�mal appet�tes can succeed �n extend�ng �tself. There must be
�ntellectual and sp�r�tual l�fe and progress; matter can not move
�tself."

A year later the Phalanx suffered a heavy loss by f�re, wh�ch was
reported �n the Tr�bune, September 13, 1854, as follows:

Destruct�on of the M�lls of the North Amer�can Phalanx.
"About s�x and a-half o'clock Sunday morn�ng, a f�re broke out �n

the extens�ve m�lls of the North Amer�can Phalanx, located �n
Monmouth County, New Jersey. The f�re was f�rst d�scovered near
the center of the ma�n ed�f�ce, and had at that t�me ga�ned great
headway. It �s supposed to have or�g�nated �n the eastern port�on of
the bu�ld�ng, and a strong easterly w�nd preva�l�ng at the t�me, the
flames were carr�ed toward the center and western part of the
ed�f�ce. Th�s was a wooden bu�ld�ng about one hundred feet square,
three stor�es h�gh, w�th a th�rty horse-power steam-eng�ne �n the
basement, and two run of burr-stones and super�or mach�nery for the
manufacture of flour, meal, hom�ny and samp, on the floors above.
Adjo�n�ng the m�ll on the north was the general bus�ness off�ce,



conta�n�ng the account books of the Assoc�at�on, the most valuable
of wh�ch were saved by Mr. Sears at the r�sk of h�s l�fe. Adjo�n�ng the
off�ce was the saw-m�ll, blacksm�th-shop, t�n-shop, etc., w�th valuable
mach�nery, dr�ven by the eng�ne, all of wh�ch was destroyed. About
two thousand bushels of wheat and corn were stored �n the m�ll
d�rectly over the eng�ne, wh�ch, �n fall�ng, covered �t so as to preserve
the mach�nery from the f�re. There was a large quant�ty of hom�ny
and flour and feed destroyed w�th the m�ll. The carpenters' shop, a
l�ttle south of the gra�n m�ll, was saved by great exert�on of all the
members, men and women. All else �n that v�c�n�ty �s a smoulder�ng
mass. Noth�ng was �nsured but the stock, valued at $3,000, for two-
th�rds that amount. The loss �s from $7,000 to $10,000."

Alcander Longley, at present the ed�tor of a Commun�st paper, was
a member of the North Amer�can, and should be good author�ty on
�ts h�story. He connects th�s f�re very closely w�th the break�ng-up of
the Phalanx. In a cr�t�c�sm of one of Br�sbane's late soc�al�st�c
schemes, he says:

"A l�ttle rem�n�scence just here. We were a member of the North
Amer�can Phalanx. A f�re burned our m�lls and shops one unlucky
n�ght. We had plenty of land left and plenty else to do. But we called
the 'money bags' [stockholders] together for more stock to rebu�ld
w�th. Instead of subscr�b�ng more, they d�ssolved the concern,
because �t d�dn't pay enough d�v�dend! And the honest res�dent
work�ng members were scattered and dr�ven from the home they had
labored so hard and long for years to make. Would Mr. Br�sbane
repeat such a farce?"

Yet �t appears that the cr�ppled Phalanx l�ngered another year; for
we f�nd the follow�ng �n the ed�tor�al correspondence of L�fe
Illustrated for August 1855:

Last P�cture of the North Amer�can.



"After supper (the hour set apart for wh�ch �s from f�ve to s�x
o'clock) the lawn, gravel walks and l�ttle lake �n front of the
Phalanstery, present an an�mated and charm�ng scene. We look out
upon �t from our w�ndow. Nearly the whole populat�on of the place �s
out of doors. Happy papas and mammas draw the�r baby wagons,
w�th the�r prec�ous fre�ght of sm�l�ng �nnocence, along the w�de walks;
groups of l�ttle g�rls and boys frol�c �n the clover under the b�g walnut-
trees by the s�de of the pond; some older ch�ldren and young lad�es
are out on the water �n the�r l�ght canoes, wh�ch they row w�th the
dexter�ty of sa�lors; men and women are stand�ng here and there �n
groups engaged �n conversat�on, wh�le others are recl�n�ng on the
soft grass; and several young lad�es �n the�r p�cturesque work�ng and
walk�ng costume—a short dress or tun�c com�ng to the knees, and
loose pantaloons—are stroll�ng down the road toward the shaded
avenue wh�ch leads to the h�ghway.

"There seems to be a large measure of qu�et happ�ness here; but
the place �s now by no means a gay one. If we observe closely we
see a shadow of anx�ety on most countenances. The future �s no
longer assured. Henceforth �t must be 'each for h�mself,' �n �solat�on
and antagon�sm. Some of these people have been clamorous for a
d�ssolut�on of the Assoc�at�on, wh�ch they assert has, so far as they
are concerned at least, proved a fa�lure; but some of them, we have
fanc�ed, now look forward w�th more fear than hope to the day wh�ch
shall sunder the last mater�al t�es wh�ch b�nd them to the�r assoc�ates
�n th�s movement."

The follow�ng from the Soc�al Revolut�on�st, January, 1856, was
wr�tten apparently �n the last moments of the Phalanx.

[Alfred Cr�dge's D�agnos�s �n Art�culo Mort�s.]
"The North Amer�can Phalanx has dec�ded to d�ssolve. When I

v�s�ted �t two years s�nce �t seemed to be managed by pract�cal men,
and was �n many respects thr�v�ng. The doma�n was well cult�vated,
labor well pa�d, and the domest�c department well organ�zed. W�th
the except�on of the s�ngle men's apartments be�ng overcrowded,
comfort re�gned supreme. The follow�ng were some of the defects:



"1. The cap�tal was nearly all owned by non-res�dents, who
�nvested �t, however, w�thout expectat�on of prof�t, as the stock was
always below par, y�eld�ng at that t�me but 4-1/2 per cent. of �nterest,
wh�ch was a h�gher rate than that formerly allowed. Probably the
major�ty of the Commun�ty were hard workers, many of them to the
extent of neglect�ng mental culture. I was �nformed that they
generally l�ved from hand to mouth, sav�ng noth�ng, though l�v�ng
was cheap, rent not h�gh, and the par rate of wages n�nety cents for
ten hours, but vary�ng from s�xty cents to $1.20, accord�ng to sk�ll,
eff�c�ency, unpleasantness, etc. Nearly all those who d�d save,
�nvested �n more prof�table stock, leav�ng absentees to keep up an
Assoc�at�on �n wh�ch they had no part�cular �nterest. As the general�ty
of those on the ground gave no tang�ble �nd�cat�ons of any part�cular
�nterest �n the movement, �t �s no matter of surpr�se that,
notw�thstand�ng the zeal of a few d�s�nterested ph�lanthrop�sts
engaged �n �t, the �nst�tut�on fa�led to meet the sangu�ne expectat�ons
of �ts projectors.

"2. They neglected the �ntellectual and æsthet�c element. Some
res�dents there attr�buted the fa�lure of the Brook Farm Assoc�at�on to
an undue predom�nance of these, and so ran �nto the oppos�te error.
A well-known engraver �n Ph�ladelph�a w�shed to res�de at the
Phalanx and pract�ce h�s profess�on; but no; he must work on the
farm; �f allowed to jo�n, he would not be perm�tted to follow h�s
attract�ons. So he d�d not come.

"3. The �mmed�ate causes of the d�ssolut�on of both Assoc�at�ons
were d�sastrous f�res, and no way attr�butable to the pr�nc�ples on
wh�ch they were based.

"4. The format�on of V�ctor Cons�derant's colony �n Texas probably
hastened the d�ssolut�on of the Phalanx, as many of the members
preferred establ�sh�ng themselves �n a more gen�al lat�tude, to
work�ng hard one year or two for noth�ng, wh�ch they must have
done, to rega�n the loss of $20,000 by f�re, to say noth�ng of the
�nd�rect loss occas�oned by the want of the bu�ld�ngs.

"Thus endeth the North Amer�can Phalanx! Requ�escat �n pace!
Where �s the Phœn�x Assoc�at�on that �s to ar�se from �ts ashes?



"P.S. S�nce the above was wr�tten, the doma�n of the North
Amer�can Phalanx has been sold."

N.C. Meeker, who wrote those enthus�ast�c letters from the
Trumbull Phalanx (now one of the ed�tors of the Tr�bune), �s the
author of the follow�ng p�cturesque account of the North Amer�can,
wh�ch we w�ll call �ts

Post Mortem and Requ�em, by an old Four�er�st.
[From the New York Tr�bune of November 3, 1866.]

"Once �n about every generat�on, attent�on �s called to our soc�al
system. Many ev�ls seem to grow from �t. A class of men pecul�arly
organ�zed, un�te to condemn the whole structure. If publ�c affa�rs are
tranqu�l, they attempt to found a new system. So repeatedly and for
so many ages has th�s been done, that �t must be sa�d that the effort
ar�ses from an asp�rat�on. The object �s not destruct�ve, but
benef�cent. Twenty-f�ve years ago an attempt was made �n most of
the Northern States. There are s�gns that another �s about to be
made. To those who are �nterested, a h�story of l�fe �n a Phalanx w�ll
be �nstruct�ve. It �s s�ngular that none of the many thousand
Four�er�sts have related the�r exper�ence. (!) Recently I v�s�ted the old
grounds of the North Amer�can Phalanx. Add�t�onal �nformat�on �s
brought from a s�m�lar �nst�tut�on [the Trumbull] �n a Western State.
L�ght w�ll be thrown on the problem; �t w�ll not solve �t.

"Four m�les from Red Bank, Monmouth County, New Jersey, s�x
hundred acres of land were selected about twenty years ago, for a
Phalanx on the plan of Four�er. The founders l�ved �n New York,
Albany and other places. The locat�on was fortunate, the so�l
naturally good, the scenery pleas�ng and the a�r healthful. It would
have been better to have been near a sh�pp�ng-port. The road from
Red Bank was heavy sand.

"F�rst, a large bu�ld�ng was erected for fam�l�es; afterward, at a
short d�stance, a spac�ous mans�on was bu�lt, three stor�es h�gh, w�th
a front of one hundred and f�fty feet, and a w�ng of one hundred and
f�fty feet. It �s st�ll stand�ng �n good repa�r, and �s about to be used for



a school. The rooms are of large s�ze and well f�n�shed, the ma�n hall
spac�ous, a�ry, l�ght and elegant. Grape-v�nes were tra�ned by the
s�de of the bu�ld�ng, flowers were cult�vated, and the adjo�n�ng
ground was planted w�th shade-trees. Two orchards of every var�ety
of cho�ce fru�t (one of forty acres) were planted, and small fru�ts and
all k�nds of vegetables were ra�sed on a large scale. The Soc�ety
were the f�rst to grow okra or gumbo for the New York market, and
those st�ll l�v�ng there cont�nue �ts cult�vat�on and control suppl�es. A
durable stream ran near by; on �ts banks were pleasant walks, wh�ch
are unchanged, shaded by chestnut and walnut trees. On th�s
stream they bu�lt a f�rst-class gr�st-m�ll. Not only d�d �t do good work,
but they establ�shed the manufacture of hom�ny and other products
wh�ch gave them a valued reputat�on, and the prof�ts of th�s m�ll
nearly earned the�r bread.

"It was necessary to make the so�l h�ghly product�ve, and many
German and other laborers were employed. The number of
members was about one hundred, and v�s�tors were constant. Of all
the Assoc�at�ons, th�s was the best, and on �t were f�xed the hopes of
the reformers. The ch�ef pursu�t was agr�culture. Educat�on was
cons�dered �mportant, and they had good teachers and schools.
Many young persons owed to the Phalanx an educat�on wh�ch
secured them honorable and prof�table s�tuat�ons.

"The soc�ety was select, and �t was h�ghly enjoyed. To th�s day do
members, and part�cularly women, look back to that per�od as the
happ�est �n the�r l�ves. Young people have few proper w�shes wh�ch
were not grat�f�ed. They seemed enclosed w�th�n walls wh�ch beat
back the storms of l�fe. They were surrounded by whatever was
useful, �nnocent and beaut�ful. Ne�ghborhood quarrels were
unknown, nor was there trouble among ch�ldren. There were a few
wh�te-eyed women who l�ked to repeat stor�es, but they soon sunk to
the�r true value.

"After they had l�ved th�s l�fe fourteen years,[A] the�r m�ll burned
down. Mr. Greeley offered to lend them $12,000 to rebu�ld �t. They
were d�v�ded on the subject of locat�on. Some wanted to bu�ld at Red
Bank, to save haul�ng. They could not agree. But there was another
subject on wh�ch they d�d agree. Some suggested that they had



better not bu�ld at all! that they had better d�ssolve! The quest�on was
put, and to every one's surpr�se, dec�ded that they would d�ssolve.
Accord�ngly the property was sold, and �t brought s�xty-s�x cents on a
dollar. In a manner the sale was forced. Prev�ously the stockholders
had been rece�v�ng yearly d�v�dends, and they lost l�ttle.

"Wh�le the young had been so happy, and wh�le the women, w�th
some except�ons, enjoyed soc�ety, w�th scarcely a cause for d�squ�et,
fathers had been cons�der�ng the future prospects of those they
loved. The pay for the�r work was out of the prof�ts, and on a jo�nt-
stock pr�nc�ple. Work was cred�ted �n hours, and on str�k�ng a
d�v�dend, one hour had produced a certa�n sum. A foreman, a sk�llful
man, had an add�t�onal reward. It was f�ve cents a day. One of the
ch�ef foremen told me that after work�ng all day w�th the Germans,
and work�ng hard, so that there would be no delay he had to arrange
what each was to do �n the morn�ng. Often he would be awakened
by fall�ng ra�n. He would long be sleepless �n re-arrang�ng h�s plans.
A sk�llful teacher got an add�t�onal f�ve cents. All th�s was �n
accordance w�th democrat�c pr�nc�ples. I was told that the average
wages d�d not exceed twenty cents a day. You see cap�tal drew a
certa�n share wh�ch labor had to pay. But th�s was of no
consequence, prov�d�ng the �nst�tut�on was perpetual. There they
could l�ve and d�e. Some, however, ran �n debt each year. W�th large
fam�l�es and small wages, they could not hold the�r own. These men
had long been uneasy.

"There was a publ�c table where all meals were eaten. At f�rst
there was a lack of conven�ences, and there was much hard work.
Mothers sent the�r ch�ldren to school, and became cooks and
chamber-ma�ds. The most energet�c lady took charge of the wash�ng
group. Th�s meant she had to work hardest. Some of the best
women, though f�lled w�th enthus�asm for the cause, broke down w�th
hard work. Afterward there were proper conven�ences; but they d�d
not prevent the purchase of ha�r-dye. The �dea that woman �n
Assoc�at�on was to be rel�eved of many cares, was not real�zed.

"On some occas�ons, perhaps for reasons known at the t�me,
there was a scarc�ty of v�ctuals. One morn�ng all they had to eat was
buckwheat cakes and water. I th�nk they must have had salt. In



another Phalanx, one breakfast was mush. Every member felt
ashamed.

"The comb�ned order had been strongly recommended for �ts
econom�es. All art�cles were to be purchased at wholesale; food
would be cheaper; and cook�ng when done for many by a few, would
cost l�ttle. In pract�ce there were developments not looked for. The
men were not at all al�ke. Some so contr�ved the�r work as not to be
d�stant at meal-t�me. They always heard the f�rst r�ng�ng of the bell. In
the preparat�on of food, naturally, there w�ll be small quant�t�es wh�ch
are cho�ce. In fam�l�es these are thought much of, and are dealt out
by a mother's good hands. They come last. But here, �n the New
Jerusalem, those who were ready to eat, se�zed upon such the f�rst
th�ng. If they could get enough of �t, they would eat noth�ng else.

"You know that �n all k�nds of bus�ness there must be men to see
that noth�ng �s neglected. On a farm teams must be fed and watered,
cattle dr�ven up or out, and bars or gates closed. They who d�d these
th�ngs were l�kely to come to the�r meals late. They were sweaty and
d�rty, the�r feet dragged heavy. F�rst they must wash. On s�tt�ng down
they had to rest a l�ttle. Naturally they would look around. At such
t�mes one's w�fe watches h�m. At a glance she can see a cloud pass
across h�s face. He need not speak to tell her h�s thoughts. She can
read h�m better than a B�ble �n large type. In one Phalanx where I
was acqua�nted, the publ�c table was thrown up �n d�sgust, l�ke a
pack of unlucky cards.

"But our North Amer�cans were determ�ned. To g�ve to all as good
food as the early b�rds were gett�ng, �t was necessary to prov�de
large quant�t�es. When th�s was done, l�v�ng became very expens�ve
and the econom�es of Assoc�at�on d�sappeared.

"They had to take another step. They establ�shed an eat�ng-house
on what �s called the European plan. The pla�nest and the cho�cest
food was prov�ded. Whatever one m�ght des�re he could have. H�s
meal m�ght cost h�m ten cents or f�ve dollars. When he f�n�shed
eat�ng he rece�ved a counter or t�cket, and went to the off�ce and
settled. He handed over h�s t�cket, and the amount pr�nted on �t was
charged to h�m. For �nstance, a man has the follow�ng fam�ly: f�rst,



w�fey, and then, George, Em�ly, Mary, Ralph and Rosa. They s�t at a
table by themselves, unless w�fey �s �n the k�tchen, w�th a red face,
bak�ng buckwheat cakes w�th all her m�ght. They select the�r
breakfast—a b�ll of fare �s pr�nted every day—and they have ham
and eggs, f�fteen cents; sausage, ten cents; cakes, f�fteen cents; f�sh,
ten cents; and a cup of coffee and s�x glasses of water, f�ve cents;
total, f�fty-f�ve cents, wh�ch �s charged, and they go about the�r
bus�ness. If w�fey had been to work, she would eat afterward, and
though she too would have to pay, she was cred�ted w�th cake-
bak�ng. One should be so char�table as to suppose that she earned
enough to pay for the meal that she ate s�tt�ng s�deways. To keep
these accounts, a book-keeper was requ�red all day. One would th�nk
th�s a cur�ous way; but �t was the only one by wh�ch they could choke
off the b�rds of prey. One would th�nk, too, that Rosa, Mary and Co.,
m�ght have helped get breakfast; but the plan was to get r�d of
drudgery.

"Aga�n, there was another class. They were soc�able and am�able
men. Everybody l�ked to hear them talk, and ch�efly they secured
adm�ss�on for these qual�t�es. Unfortunately they d�d not br�ng much
w�th them. All through l�fe they had been unlucky. There was what
was called the Counc�l of Industry, wh�ch d�scussed and dec�ded all
plans and var�et�es of work. W�th them or�g�nated every new
enterpr�se. If a man wanted an order for goods at a store, they
granted or refused �t. Some of these am�able men would be elected
members; �t was easy for them to get off�ce, and they greatly
d�rected �n all �ndustr�al operat�ons. At the same t�me those really
pract�cal would attempt to counteract these men; but they could not
talk well, though they tr�ed hard. I have never seen men des�re more
to be eloquent than they; the�r most powerful appeals were when
they blushed w�th s�lent �nd�gnat�on. But there was one th�ng they
could do well, and that was to grumble wh�le at work. They could
make an �mpress�on then. Fancy the result.

"Lastly: the rooms where fam�l�es l�ved adjo�ned each other, or
were d�v�ded by long halls. Young men do not always go to bed early.
Perhaps they would be out late spark�ng, and they returned to the�r
rooms before morn�ng. A man was apt to call to m�nd the words of



the country mouse lament�ng that he had left h�s hollow tree.
Somet�mes one had a few words to say to h�s w�fe when he was not
�n good humor on account of bad d�gest�on. When some one
overheard h�m, they would th�nk of her del�cate bloom�ng face, and
her ear-r�ngs and f�nger-r�ngs, and wonder, but keep s�lent; wh�le
others thought that they had a good th�ng to tell of. But let no one be
troubled. These two w�ll cl�ng to each other, and noth�ng but death
can separate them. He w�ll bear these th�ngs a long t�me, w�nk�ng
w�th both eyes; but at last he th�nks that they should have a l�ttle
more room, and she heart�ly agrees.

"Fourteen years make a long per�od. At last they learned that �t
was easy enough to get lazy men, but pract�cal and thorough
bus�ness men were scarce. F�ve cents a day extra was not suff�c�ent
to secure them. A prom�s�ng, amb�t�ous young man grow�ng up
among them, d�d not see great �nducements. He heard of the world;
men made money there. H�s cur�os�ty was great. One can see that
the Assoc�at�on was l�kely to be ch�ldless.

"Learn�ng these th�ngs wh�ch Four�er had not set down, the�r m�ll
took f�re. St�ll they were out of debt. They were do�ng well. The so�l
had been brought to a h�gh state of cult�vat�on. Of the f�fteen or
twenty Assoc�at�ons through the country, the�r s�tuat�on and
advantages were dec�dedly super�or. I �nqu�red of the old members
rema�n�ng on the ground, and who bought the property and are do�ng
well, the reason for the�r fa�lure. They adm�t there was no good
reason to prevent the�r go�ng on, except the d�spos�t�on. But Four�er
d�d not recommend start�ng w�th less than e�ghteen hundred. When I
asked them what would have been the result �f they had had th�s
number, they sa�d they would have broken up �n less than two years.
Generally men are not prepared. Assoc�at�on �s for the future.

"I found one st�ll sangu�ne. He bel�eves there are now men enough
afloat, successfully to establ�sh an Assoc�at�on. They should qu�etly
commence �n a town. There should be means for do�ng work cheaply
by mach�nery. A few hands can wash and �ron for several hundred �n
the same manner as �t �s done �n our publ�c �nst�tut�ons. Bak�ng,
cook�ng and sew�ng can be done �n the same way. There �s no
d�sput�ng the fact that these means d�d not ex�st twenty years ago.



Gradually fam�ly after fam�ly could be brought together. In t�me a
whole town would be captured.

"The plaus�ble and the easy aga�n ar�se �n th�s age. Let no one
m�stake a m�rage for a real �mage. D�saster w�ll attend any attempt at
soc�al reform, �f the marr�age relat�on �s even suspected to be
rendered less happy. The fam�ly �s a rock aga�nst wh�ch all objects
not only w�ll dash �n va�n, but they w�ll fall sh�vered at �ts base.

"N.C.M."

But even marr�age and fam�ly, rocks though they are, have to y�eld
to earthquakes: and Four�er�sm, �n wh�ch Meeker del�ghted, was one
of the upheavals that have unsettled them. They w�ll have to be
reconstructed.

The latest v�s�tor to the rema�ns of the North Amer�can whose
observat�ons have fallen under our not�ce, �s Mr. E.H. Ham�lton, a
lead�ng member of the One�da Commun�ty. H�s letter �n the C�rcular
of Apr�l 13, 1868, w�ll be a f�tt�ng conclus�on to th�s account; as well
for the new peep �t g�ves us �nto the causes of fa�lure, as for �ts
appropr�ate reflect�ons.

Why the North Amer�can Phalanx fa�led.
"New York, March 31, 1868.

"Bus�ness called me a short t�me ago to v�s�t the doma�n once
occup�ed by the North Amer�can Phalanx. The gentleman whom I
w�shed to see, res�ded �n a part of the old mans�on, once warm and
l�vely w�th the da�ly act�v�t�es and br�ght ant�c�pat�ons of enthus�ast�c
Assoc�at�on�sts. The closed w�ndows and s�lent halls told of fa�lure
and d�sappo�ntment. When �nd�v�duals or a Commun�ty push out of
the common channel, and w�th great self-sacr�f�ce seek after a better
l�fe, the�r fa�lure �s as d�shearten�ng as the�r success would have
been cheer�ng. Why d�d they fa�l?

"The follow�ng story from an old member and eye-w�tness whom I
chanced to meet �n the ne�ghbor�ng v�llage, �mpressed me, and was
so suggest�ve that I entered �t �n my note-book. After �nqu�r�ng about



the One�da Commun�ty, he told h�s tale almost word for word, as
follows:

C.—My �nterest �n Assoc�at�on turns ent�rely on �ts relat�ons to
�ndustry. In our attempt, a number of persons came together
possessed of small means and l�m�ted �deas. After such a company
has struggled on a few years as we d�d, resolutely contend�ng w�th
d�ff�cult�es, a v�sta w�ll open, l�ght w�ll break �n upon them, and they
w�ll see a pathway open�ng. So �t was w�th us. We prospered �n
f�nances. Our ma�n bus�ness grew better; but the m�ll w�th wh�ch �t
was connected grew poorer, t�ll the need of a new bu�ld�ng was fa�rly
before us. One of our members offered to advance the money to
erect a new m�ll. A stream was surveyed, a s�te selected. One of our
ne�ghbors whose land we wanted to flow, held off for a bonus. Th�s
provoked us and we dropped the project for the t�me. At th�s juncture
�t occurred to some of us to put up a steam-m�ll at Red Bank. Th�s
was the v�sta that opened to us. Here we would be �n water-
commun�cat�on w�th New York c�ty. Some $2,000 a year would be
saved �n team�ng. Th�s steam-m�ll would furn�sh power for other
�ndustr�es. Our mechan�cs would follow, and the mans�on at Red
Bank become the center of the Assoc�at�on, and f�nally the center of
the town. Our secretary was absent dur�ng th�s d�scuss�on. I was
fearful he would not approve of the project, and told some of our
members so. On h�s return we la�d the plan before h�m, and he sa�d
no. Th�s k�lled the Phalanx. A number of us were d�ssat�sf�ed w�th
th�s dec�s�on, and th�rty left �n a body to start another movement,
wh�ch broke the back of the Assoc�at�on. The secretary was one of
our most enthus�ast�c members and a man of good judgment; but he
let h�s fears govern h�m �n th�s matter. I bel�eve he sees h�s m�stake
now. The organ�zat�on l�ngered along two years, when the old m�ll
took f�re and burned down; and �t became necessary to close up
affa�rs.

E.H.H.—Would �t not have been better �f your company of th�rty
had been pat�ent, and gone on qu�etly t�ll the others were converted
to your v�ews? If truth were on your s�de, �t would �n t�me have
preva�led over the�r object�ons.



C.—I would not g�ve a cent for a person's convers�on. When a
truth �s subm�tted to a body of persons, a few only w�ll accept �t. The
great body can not, because the�r m�nds are unprepared.

E.H.H.—How d�d your company succeed �n the�r new movement?
C.—We fa�led because we made a m�stake. The great m�stake

Assoc�at�on�sts every where made, all through these movements,
was to locate �n obscure places wh�ch were unsu�table for becom�ng
bus�ness centers. Four�er's system �s based on a townsh�p. An
Assoc�at�on to be successful must embrace a townsh�p.

E.H.H.—Well, suppose you get together a number suff�c�ent to
form a townsh�p, and become sat�sfactor�ly organ�zed, w�ll there not
st�ll rema�n th�s l�ab�l�ty to be broken up by d�vers�ty of judgments
ar�s�ng, as �n the �nstance you have just related to me?

C.—No; let the movement be organ�zed ar�ght and �t m�ght break
up every day and not fa�l.

"Here ended the conversat�on. The story �nterested me espec�ally,
because �t taught so clearly that the success of Commun�sm
depends upon someth�ng else bes�des money-mak�ng. When
Hepworth D�xon v�s�ted th�s country and �nqu�red about the One�da
Commun�ty, Horace Greeley told h�m he would 'f�nd the O.C. a trade
success.' Now accord�ng to C.'s story the North Amer�can Phalanx
entered the stage of 'trade success,' and then fa�led because �t
lacked the faculty of agreement. It �s patent to every person of good
sense, that 'a house d�v�ded aga�nst �tself can not stand.' D�v�s�ons �n
a household, �n an army, �n a nat�on, are d�sastrous, and unless
healed, are f�nally fatal. The great lesson that the One�da Commun�ty
has been learn�ng, �s, that agreement �s poss�ble. In cases where
d�vers�ty of judgment has ar�sen, we have always secured unan�m�ty
by be�ng pat�ent w�th each other, wa�t�ng, and subm�tt�ng all m�nds to
the Sp�r�t of Truth. We have exper�enced th�s result over and over
aga�n, unt�l �t has become a settled conv�ct�on through the
Commun�ty, that when a project �s brought forward for d�scuss�on,
the best th�ng w�ll be done, and we shall all be of one m�nd about �t.
How many t�mes quest�ons have ar�sen that would have destroyed
us l�ke the North Amer�can Phalanx, were �t not for th�s ab�l�ty to



come to an agreement! Prosper�ty puts th�s power of harmony to a
greater test than advers�ty. When we bu�lt our new house, how many
were the d�fferent m�nds about mater�al, locat�on, plan! How were our
feel�ngs wrought up! Party-sp�r�t ran h�gh. There was the stone party,
the br�ck party, and the concrete-wall party. Yet by pat�ence,
forbear�ng one w�th another and subm�tt�ng one to another, the f�nal
result sat�sf�ed every one. Un�ty �s the essent�al th�ng. Secure that,
and f�nanc�al success and all other good th�ngs w�ll follow."

FOOTNOTES:



[A] To be exact, th�s should be eleven years �nstead of fourteen.
The Phalanx commenced operat�ons �n September, 1843, and the
f�re occurred �n September, 1854. The whole durat�on of the
exper�ment was only a l�ttle over twelve years, as the doma�n was
sold, accord�ng to Alfred Cr�dge, �n the w�nter of 1855-6.

CHAPTER XXXIX.

CONVERSION OF BROOK FARM TO FOURIERISM.ToC

At the beg�nn�ng of our h�story of the Four�er epoch, we gave an
account of the or�g�n of the Brook Farm Assoc�at�on �n 1841, and
traced �ts career t�ll the latter part of 1843. So far we found �t to be an
or�g�nal Amer�can exper�ment, not aff�l�ated to Four�er, but to Dr.
Chann�ng; and we classed �t w�th the Hopedale, Northampton and
Skaneateles Commun�t�es, as one of the preparat�ons for Four�er�sm.
Now, at the close of our h�story, we must return to Brook Farm and
follow �t through �ts transformat�on �nto a Four�er�st Phalanx, and �ts
career as a publ�c teacher and propagand�st.

In the f�nal number of the D�al, dated Apr�l 1844, M�ss E.P.
Peabody publ�shed an art�cle on Four�er�sm, wh�ch commences as
follows:

"In the last week of December, 1843, and f�rst week of January,
1844, a convent�on was held �n Boston, wh�ch may be cons�dered as
the f�rst publ�cat�on of Four�er�sm �n th�s reg�on.



"The works of Four�er do not seem to have reached us, and th�s
want of text has been �ll suppl�ed by var�ous conjectures respect�ng
them; some of wh�ch are more remarkable for the morb�d
�mag�nat�on they d�splay than for the�r sagac�ty. For ourselves we
confess to some remembrances of vague horror connected w�th th�s
name, as �f �t were some enormous paras�t�c plant, suck�ng the l�fe
pr�nc�ples of soc�ety, wh�le �t spread apparently an equal shade,
�nv�t�ng man to repose under �ts beaut�ful but po�son-dropp�ng
branches. We st�ll have a certa�n quest�on about Four�er�sm,
cons�dered as a cathol�con for ev�l; but our absurd horrors were
d�ss�pated, and a feel�ng of genu�ne respect for the fr�ends of the
movement ensured, as we heard the expos�t�on of the doctr�ne of
Assoc�at�on, by Mr. Chann�ng and others. That name [Chann�ng]
already consecrated to human�ty, seemed to us to have worth�ly
fallen, w�th the mantle of the ph�lanthrop�c sp�r�t, upon th�s eloquent
expounder of Soc�al�sm; �n whose vo�ce and countenance, as well as
�n h�s plead�ngs for human�ty, the sp�r�t of h�s great k�nsman st�ll
seemed to speak. We can not suff�c�ently lament that there was no
reporter of the speech of Mr. Chann�ng."

At the close of th�s art�cle M�ss Peabody says:

"We understand that Brook Farm has become a Four�er�st
establ�shment. We rejo�ce �n th�s, because such persons as form that
Assoc�at�on, w�ll g�ve �t a fa�r exper�ment. We w�sh �t Godspeed. May
�t become a Un�vers�ty, where the young Amer�can shall learn h�s
dut�es, and become worthy of th�s broad land of h�s �nher�tance."

W�ll�am H. Chann�ng, �n the Present, January 15, 1844, g�ves an
account of th�s same Boston convent�on, from wh�ch we extract as
follows:

"Th�s convent�on marked an era �n the h�story of New England. It
was the commencement of a publ�c movement upon the subject of
soc�al reform, wh�ch w�ll flow on, w�der, deeper, stronger, unt�l �t has
proved �n deeds the pract�cab�l�ty of soc�et�es organ�zed, from the�r



central pr�nc�ple of fa�th to the m�nutest deta�l of �ndustry and
pleasure, accord�ng to the order of love. Th�s movement has been
long gather�ng. A hundred r�lls and r�vers of human�ty have fed �t.

"The number of attendants and the�r �nterest �ncreased to the end,
as was man�fested by the cont�nuance of the meet�ngs from
Wednesday, December 27th, when the convent�on had expected to
adjourn, through Thursday and Fr�day. The convent�on was
organ�zed by the cho�ce of W�ll�am Bassett, of Lynn, as Pres�dent; of
Ad�n Ballou, of Hopedale, G.W. Benson, of Northampton, George
R�pley, of Brook Farm, and James N. Buffum, of Lynn, as V�ce-
Pres�dents; and of El�za J. Kenney, of Salem, and Charles A. Dana,
of Brook Farm, as Secretar�es. The Assoc�at�ons of Northampton,
Hopedale and Brook Farm, were each well represented.

"It was �nstruct�ve to observe that pract�cal and sc�ent�f�c men
constantly conf�rmed, and often apparently w�thout be�ng aware of �t,
the doctr�nes of soc�al sc�ence as announced by Four�er. Indeed, �n
proport�on to the degree of one's �nt�macy w�th th�s profound student
of harmony, does respect �ncrease for h�s adm�rable �ntellectual
power, h�s fores�ght, sagac�ty, completeness. And for one, I am
des�rous to state, that the ch�ef reason wh�ch prevents my most
publ�c confess�on of conf�dence �n h�m as the one teacher now most
needed, �s, that honor for such a pat�ent and consc�ent�ous
�nvest�gator demands, of all who would just�fy h�s v�ews, a s�mpl�c�ty
of affect�on, an extent and accuracy of knowledge, an �ntens�ty of
thought, to wh�ch very few can now lay cla�m. Qu�te far am I from
say�ng, that as now enl�ghtened, I adopt all h�s op�n�ons; on the
contrary, there are some I reject; but �t �s a pleasure to express
grat�tude to Charles Four�er, for hav�ng opened a whole new world of
study, hope and act�on. It does seem to me, that he has g�ven us the
clue out of our sc�ent�f�c labyr�nth, and revealed the means of l�v�ng
the law of love."

The Phalanx of February 5, 1844, refers to the revolut�on go�ng on
at Brook Farm, as follows:



"The Brook Farm Assoc�at�on, near Boston, �s now �n process of
transformat�on and extens�on from �ts former cond�t�on of an
educat�onal establ�shment ma�nly, to a regularly organ�zed
Assoc�at�on, embrac�ng the var�ous departments of �ndustry, art and
sc�ence. At the head of th�s movement, are George R�pley, M�not
Pratt and Charles A. Dana. We can not speak �n too h�gh terms of
these men and the�r enterpr�se. They are gentlemen of h�gh stand�ng
�n the commun�ty, and un�te �n an em�nent degree, talent, sc�ent�f�c
atta�nments and ref�nement, w�th great pract�cal energy and
exper�ence. Th�s Assoc�at�on has a f�ne sp�r�tual bas�s �n those
already connected w�th �t, and we hope that �t w�ll be able to rally to
�ts a�d the �ndustr�al sk�ll and cap�tal necessary to organ�ze an
Assoc�at�on, �n wh�ch product�ve labor, art, sc�ence, and the soc�al
and the rel�g�ous affect�ons, w�ll be so w�sely and beaut�fully blended
and comb�ned, that they w�ll lend rec�procal strength, support,
elevat�on and ref�nement to each other, and secure abundance, g�ve
health to the body, development and expans�on to the m�nd, and
exaltat�on to the soul. We are conv�nced that there are abundant
means and mater�al �n New England now ready to form a f�ne
Assoc�at�on; they have only to be sought out and brought together."

From these h�nts �t �s ev�dent that the Brook Farmers were fully
converted to Four�er�sm �n the w�nter of 1843-4, and that W�ll�am H.
Chann�ng led the way �n th�s convers�on. He had been publ�sh�ng the
Present s�nce September 1843, s�de by s�de w�th the Phalanx (wh�ch
commenced �n October of that year); and though he, l�ke the rest of
the Massachusetts Soc�al�sts, began w�th some shyness of
Four�er�sm, he had gradually fallen �nto the Br�sbane and Greeley
movement, t�ll at last the Present was hardly d�st�ngu�shable �n �ts
general dr�ft from the Phalanx. Accord�ngly �n Apr�l, 1844, just at the
t�me when the D�al ended �ts career, as we have seen, w�th a
confess�on of quas�-convers�on to Four�er�sm, the Present also
concluded �ts labors w�th a twenty-f�ve-page expos�t�on of Four�er's
system, and the Phalanx assumed �ts subscr�pt�on l�st.



The connect�on of the Chann�ngs w�th Four�er�sm, then, stands
thus: Dr. Chann�ng, the f�rst med�um of the Un�tar�an afflatus, was the
father (by suggest�on) of the Brook Farm Assoc�at�on, wh�ch was
or�g�nally called the West Roxbury Commun�ty. W�ll�am H. Chann�ng,
the second med�um accord�ng to M�ss Peabody, converted th�s
Commun�ty to Four�er�sm and changed �t �nto a Phalanx. The D�al,
wh�ch Emerson says was also a suggest�on of Dr. Chann�ng, and the
Present, wh�ch was ed�ted by W�ll�am H. Chann�ng, ended the�r
careers �n the same month, both ha�l�ng the advent of Four�er�sm,
and the Phalanx and Harb�nger became the�r successors.

The D�al and Present, �n thus surrender�ng the�r Roxbury daughter
as a br�de to Four�er�sm, d�d not neglect to g�ve her w�th the�r dy�ng
breath some good counsel and warn�ng. We w�ll grace our pages
w�th a spec�men from each. M�ss Peabody �n the D�al moral�zes thus:

"The soc�al pass�ons, set free to act, do not carry w�th�n them the�r
own rule, nor the pledge of conferr�ng happ�ness. They can only get
th�s from the free act�on upon them of the �ntellectual pass�ons wh�ch
const�tute human reason.

"But these funct�ons of reason, do they carry w�th�n themselves the
pledge of the�r own cont�nued health and harmon�ous act�on?

"Here Four�er�sm stops short, and, �n so do�ng, proves �tself to be,
not a l�fe, a soul, but only a body. It may be a magn�f�cent body for
human�ty to dwell �n for a season; and one for wh�ch �t may be w�se
to qu�t old d�seased carcases, wh�ch now go by the proud name of
c�v�l�zat�on. But �f �ts fr�ends pretend for �t any h�gher character than
that of a body, thus turn�ng men from seek�ng for pr�nc�ples of l�fe
essent�ally above organ�zat�on, �t w�ll prove but another, perhaps a
greater curse.

"The quest�on �s, whether the Phalanx acknowledges �ts own
l�m�tat�ons of nature, �n be�ng an organ�zat�on, or opens up any
avenue �nto the source of l�fe that shall keep �t sweet, enabl�ng �t to
ass�m�late to �tself contrary elements, and consume �ts own waste;
so that, phœn�x-l�ke, �t may renew �tself forever �n greater and f�ner
forms.



"Th�s quest�on, the Four�er�sts �n the convent�on, from whom alone
we have learned any th�ng of Four�er�sm, d�d not seem to have
cons�dered. But th�s �s a v�tal po�nt.

"The l�fe of the world �s now the Chr�st�an l�fe. For e�ghteen
centur�es, art, l�terature, ph�losophy, poetry, have followed the
fortunes of the Chr�st�an �dea. Anc�ent h�story �s the h�story of the
apotheos�s of nature, or natural rel�g�on; modern h�story �s the h�story
of an �dea, or revealed rel�g�on. In va�n w�ll any th�ng try to be, wh�ch
�s not supported thereby. Four�er does homage to Chr�st�an�ty w�th
many words. But th�s may be cant, though �t th�nks �tself s�ncere.
Bes�des, there are many th�ngs wh�ch go by the name of Chr�st�an�ty,
that are not �t.

"Let the Four�er�sts see to �t, that there be freedom �n the�r
Phalanxes for churches, unsupported by the�r mater�al organ�zat�on,
and lend�ng them no support on the�r mater�al s�de. Independently
ex�st�ng, w�th�n them but not of them, feed�ng on �deas, forgett�ng that
wh�ch �s beh�nd petr�f�ed �nto performance, and press�ng on to the
stature of the perfect man, they w�ll f�nally spread themselves �n sp�r�t
over the whole body.

"In f�ne, �t �s our bel�ef, that unless the Four�er�st bod�es are made
al�ve by Chr�st, 'the�r const�tut�on w�ll not march;' and the galvan�c
force of reäct�on, by wh�ch they move for a season, w�ll not preserve
them from corrupt�on. As the corrupt�on of the best �s the worst, the
warmer the fr�ends of Four�er�sm are, the more awake should they
be to th�s danger, and the more energet�c to avert �t."

Charles Lane �n the Present d�scoursed st�ll more profoundly, as
follows:

"Some quest�ons, of a n�ce �mportance, may be cons�dered by the
Phalanx before they set out, or at least on the journey, for they w�ll
have we�ghty, nay, dec�s�ve �nfluences on the f�nal result. One of
these, perhaps the one most deserv�ng attent�on, nay, perhaps that
upon wh�ch all others h�nge, �s the adjustment of those human
affect�ons, out of wh�ch the present fam�ly arrangements spr�ng. In a



country l�ke the Un�ted States of North Amer�ca, where food �s very
cheap, and all the needs of l�fe l�e close to the �ndustr�ous hand, �t �s
very rare to f�nd a fam�ly of old parents w�th the�r sons and daughters
marr�ed and res�d�ng under the same roof. The un�versal bond �s so
weak, or the �nd�v�dual bond �s so strong, that one marr�ed pa�r �s
deemed a suff�c�ent swarm of human bees to h�ve off and form a new
colony. How, then, can �t be hoped that there �s un�versal affect�on
suff�c�ent to un�te many such fam�l�es �n one body for the common
good? If, w�th the natural affect�ons to a�d the attempt to mel�orate
the hardsh�ps and d�ff�cult�es �n natural l�fe, �t �s rare, nay, almost
�mposs�ble, to un�te three fam�l�es �n one bond of fellowsh�p, how
shall a greater number be brought together? If, �n cases where the
�nd�v�dual characters are known, can be rel�ed on, are trusted w�th
each other's affect�ons, property and person, such un�on can not be
formed, how shall �t be constructed among strangers, or doubtful, or
untr�ed characters? The press�ng necess�t�es �n �solated fam�l�es, the
great advantages �n even the smallest un�on, are obv�ous to all, not
least to the country fam�l�es �n th�s land; yet they un�te not, but out of
every pa�r of affect�onate hearts they construct a new roof-tree, a
new hearth-stone, at wh�ch they worsh�p as at the�r exclus�ve altar.

"Is there some secret leaven �n th�s conjugal m�xture, wh�ch
declares all other un�on to be out of the poss�ble aff�n�t�es? Is th�s
m�xture of male and female so very potent, as to h�nder un�versal or
even general un�on? Surely �t can not happen, �n all those numerous
�nstances where�n re-un�ons of fam�l�es would obv�ously work so
advantageously for all part�es, that there are qual�t�es of m�nd so
fore�gn and opposed, that no one could benef�c�ally be
consummated. Or �s �t certa�n, that �n these natural affect�ons and
the�r consequences �n l�v�ng offspr�ng, there �s an element so
subvers�ve of general Assoc�at�on that the two can not co-ex�st? The
facts seem to ma�nta�n such a hypothes�s. H�story has not yet
furn�shed one �nstance of comb�ned �nd�v�dual and un�versal l�fe.
Prophecy holds not very strong or clear language on the po�nt. Plato
scarcely fanc�ed the poss�ble un�on of the two affect�ons; the
rel�g�ous Assoc�at�ons of past or present t�mes have not attempted �t;
and Four�er, the most sangu�ne of all futur�sts, does not del�ver very
succ�nct or dec�s�ve oracles on the subject.



"Can we make any approx�mat�on to ax�omat�cal truth for
ourselves? May we not say that �t �s no more poss�ble for the human
affect�ons to flow at once �n two oppos�te d�rect�ons, than �t �s for a
stream of water to do so? A d�v�ded heart �s an �mposs�b�l�ty. We
must e�ther serve the un�versal (God), or the �nd�v�dual (Mammon).
Both we can not serve. Now, marr�age, as at present const�tuted, �s
most dec�dedly an �nd�v�dual, and not a un�versal act. It �s an
�nd�v�dual act, too, of a deprec�ated and self�sh k�nd. The spouse �s
an expans�on and enlargement of one's self, and the ch�ldren
part�c�pate of the same nature. The all-absorbent �nfluence of th�s
un�on �s too obv�ous to be dwelt upon. It �s used to just�fy every
glar�ng and cruel act of self�sh acqu�s�t�on. It �s made the ground-
work of the �nst�tut�on of property, wh�ch �s �tself the foundat�on of so
many ev�ls. Th�s �nst�tut�on of property and �ts numerous aux�l�ar�es
must be abrogated �n assoc�at�ve l�fe, or �t w�ll be l�ttle better than
�solated l�fe. But �t can not, �t w�ll not be repealed, so long as mar�tal
un�ons are �ndulged �n; for, up to th�s very hour, we are celebrat�ng
the act as the most sacred on earth, and what �s called prov�d�ng for
the fam�ly, as the most onerous and holy duty.

"The l�ps of the purest l�v�ng advocates of human �mprovement,
Pestalozz�, J.P. Greaves and others, are scarcely s�lent from the
most strenuous appeals to mothers, to develop �n the�r offspr�ng the
germs of all truth, as the h�ghest resource for the regenerat�on of our
race; and we are now turn�ng round upon them and declar�ng, that
naught but a deeper development of mortal self�shness can result
from such a course. At least such seems to be a consequence of the
present argument. Yet, �f �t be true, we must face �t. Th�s �s at least
an �nqu�ry wh�ch must be answered. It �s certa�n, �ndeed, that �f there
be a source of truth �n the human soul, deeper than all self�shness, �t
may be consc�ously opened by appeals wh�ch shall enforce the�r way
beneath the human self�shness wh�ch �s super�ncumbent on the
d�v�ne or�g�n. Then we may poss�bly be at work on that ground
whereon un�versal Assoc�at�on can be based. But must not,
therefore, �nd�v�dual (or dual) un�on cease? Here �s our pred�cament.
It haunts us at every turn; as the poets represent the d�sturbed
wander�ngs of a departed sp�r�t. And reconc�l�at�on of the two �s not
yet so clearly revealed to the fa�thful soul, as the headlong



�ndulgence �s pract�ced by the self�sh. It �s an ax�om that new results
can only be arr�ved at by act�on on new pr�nc�ples, or �n new modes.
The old pr�nc�ple and mode of �solated fam�l�es has not led to happy
results. Th�s �s a fact adm�tted on all hands. Let us then try what the
consoc�ate, or un�versal fam�ly w�ll produce. But, then, let us not
seduce ourselves by va�n hopes. Let us not fa�l to see, that to th�s
end the �nd�v�dual self�shness, or, �f so they must be called, the holy
grat�f�cat�ons of human nature, must be sacr�f�ced and subdued. As
has been aff�rmed above, the two can not be ma�nta�ned together.
We must e�ther cl�ng to heaven, or ab�de on earth; we must adhere
to the d�v�ne, or �ndulge �n the human attract�ons. We must e�ther be
wedded to God or to our fellow human�ty. To speak �n academ�cal
language, the conjunct�on �n th�s case �s the d�sjunct�ve 'or,' not the
copulat�ve 'and.' Both these marr�ages, that �s, of the soul w�th God,
and of soul w�th soul, can not ex�st together. It rema�ns, therefore, for
us, for the youthful sp�r�t of the present, for the fa�thfully �ntell�gent
and determ�nedly true, to say wh�ch of the two marr�ages they w�ll
enterta�n."

In consummat�on of the�r un�on w�th Four�er�sm, the Brook
Farmers formed and publ�shed a new const�tut�on, confess�ng �n �ts
preamble the�r convers�on, and offer�ng themselves to Soc�al�sts at
large as a nucleus for a model Phalanx. They say:

"The Assoc�at�on at Brook Farm has now been �n ex�stence
upwards of two years. Or�g�nat�ng �n the thought and exper�ence of a
few �nd�v�duals, �t has h�therto worn, for the most part, the character
of a pr�vate exper�ment, and has avo�ded rather than sought the
not�ce of the publ�c. It has, unt�l the present t�me, seemed f�ttest to
those engaged �n th�s enterpr�se to publ�sh no statements of the�r
purposes or methods, to make no prom�ses or declarat�ons, but
qu�etly and s�ncerely to real�ze as far as m�ght be poss�ble, the great
�deas wh�ch gave the central �mpulse to the�r movement. It has been
thought that a steady endeavor to embody these �deas more and
more perfectly �n l�fe, would g�ve the best answer, both to the hopes



of the fr�endly and the cav�ls of the skept�cal, and furn�sh �n �ts results
the surest grounds for any larger efforts.

"Meanwh�le every step has strengthened the fa�th w�th wh�ch we
set out; our bel�ef �n a d�v�ne order of human soc�ety, has �n our own
m�nds become an absolute certa�nty; and cons�der�ng the present
state of human�ty and of soc�al sc�ence, we do not hes�tate to aff�rm
that the world �s much nearer the atta�nment of such a cond�t�on than
�s generally supposed. The deep �nterest �n the doctr�ne of
Assoc�at�on wh�ch now f�lls the m�nds of �ntell�gent persons every
where, �nd�cates pla�nly that the t�me has passed when even �n�t�at�ve
movements ought to be prosecuted �n s�lence, and makes �t
�mperat�ve on all who have e�ther a theoret�cal or pract�cal
knowledge of the subject, to g�ve the�r share to the stock of publ�c
�nformat�on.

"Accord�ngly we have taken occas�on at several publ�c meet�ngs
recently held �n Boston, to state some of the results of our stud�es
and exper�ence, and we des�re here to say emphat�cally, that wh�le
on the one hand we y�eld an unqual�f�ed assent to that doctr�ne of
un�versal un�ty wh�ch Four�er teaches, so on the other, our whole
observat�on has shown us the truth of the pract�cal arrangements
wh�ch he deduces therefrom. The law of groups and ser�es �s, as we
are conv�nced, the law of human nature, and when men are �n true
soc�al relat�ons the�r �ndustr�al organ�zat�on w�ll necessar�ly assume
those forms.

"But bes�de the demand for �nformat�on respect�ng the pr�nc�ples of
Assoc�at�on, there �s a deeper call for act�on �n the matter. We w�sh,
therefore, to br�ng Brook Farm before the publ�c, as a locat�on
offer�ng at least as great advantages for a thorough exper�ment as
can be found �n the v�c�n�ty of Boston. It �s s�tuated �n West Roxbury,
three m�les from the depot of the Dedham Branch Ra�lroad, and
about e�ght m�les from Boston, and comb�nes a conven�ent nearness
to the c�ty, w�th a degree of ret�rement and freedom from unfavorable
�nfluences, unusual even �n the country. The place �s one of great
natural beauty, and �ndeed the whole landscape �s so r�ch and
var�ous as to attract the not�ce even of casual v�s�tors. The farm now
owned by the Assoc�at�on conta�ns two hundred and e�ght acres, of



as good qual�ty as any land �n the ne�ghborhood of Boston, and can
be enlarged by the purchase of land adjo�n�ng, to any necessary
extent. The property now �n the hands of the Assoc�at�on �s worth
nearly or qu�te th�rty thousand dollars, of wh�ch about twenty-two
thousand dollars �s �nvested e�ther �n the stock of the company, or �n
permanent loans at s�x per cent., wh�ch can rema�n as long as the
Assoc�at�on may w�sh.

"The fact that so large an amount of cap�tal �s already �nvested
and at our serv�ce, as the bas�s of more extens�ve operat�ons,
furn�shes a reason why Brook Farm should be chosen as the scene
of that pract�cal tr�al of Assoc�at�on wh�ch the publ�c feel�ng calls for
�n th�s �mmed�ate v�c�n�ty, �nstead of form�ng an ent�rely new
organ�zat�on for that purpose. The completeness of our educat�onal
department �s also not to be overlooked. Th�s has h�therto rece�ved
our greatest care, and �n form�ng �t we have been part�cularly
successful. In any new Assoc�at�on �t must be many years before so
many accompl�shed and sk�llful teachers �n the var�ous branches of
�ntellectual culture could be enl�sted. Another strong reason �s to be
found �n the degree of order our organ�zat�on has already atta�ned,
by the help of wh�ch a large Assoc�at�on m�ght be formed w�thout the
losses and �nconven�ences wh�ch would otherw�se necessar�ly occur.
The exper�ence of nearly three years �n all the m�sfortunes and
m�stakes �nc�dent to an undertak�ng so new and so l�ttle understood,
carr�ed on throughout by persons not ent�rely f�tted for the dut�es they
have been compelled to perform, has, we th�nk, prepared us to
ass�st �n the safe conduct of an extens�ve and complete Assoc�at�on.

"Such an �nst�tut�on, as w�ll be pla�n to all, can not by any sure
means be brought at once and full-grown �nto ex�stence. It must, at
least �n the present state of soc�ety, beg�n w�th a comparat�vely small
number of select and devoted persons, and �ncrease by natural and
gradual aggregat�ons. W�th a v�ew to an ult�mate expans�on �nto a
perfect Phalanx, we des�re to organ�ze �mmed�ately the three pr�mary
departments of labor, agr�culture, domest�c �ndustry and the
mechan�c arts. For th�s purpose add�t�onal cap�tal w�ll be needed,
etc.



G����� R�����, M���� P����, C������ A. D���.
"Brook Farm, January 18, 1844."

Here follows the usual appeal for co-operat�on and �nvestments. In
October follow�ng a second ed�t�on of th�s const�tut�on was �ssued, �n
the preamble of wh�ch the off�cers say:

"The fr�ends of the cause w�ll be grat�f�ed to learn, that the appeal
�n behalf of Brook Farm, conta�ned �n the �ntroductory statement of
our const�tut�on, has been generously answered, and that the
s�tuat�on of the Assoc�at�on �s h�ghly encourag�ng. In the half-year
that has elapsed, our numbers have been �ncreased by the add�t�on
of many sk�llful and enthus�ast�c laborers �n var�ous departments,
and our cap�tal has been enlarged by the subscr�pt�on of about ten
thousand dollars. Our organ�zat�on has acqu�red a more systemat�c
form, though w�th our comparat�vely small numbers we can only
approx�mate to truly sc�ent�f�c arrangements. St�ll w�th the
unavo�dable def�c�enc�es of our groups and ser�es, the�r act�on �s
remarkable, and fully just�f�es our ant�c�pat�ons of great results from
apply�ng the pr�nc�ples of un�versal order to �ndustry.

"We have made cons�derable agr�cultural �mprovements; we have
erected a work-shop s�xty feet by twenty-e�ght for mechan�cs of
several trades, some of wh�ch are already �n operat�on; and we are
now engaged �n bu�ld�ng a sect�on one hundred and seventy-f�ve feet
by forty, of a Phalanstery or un�tary dwell�ng. Our f�rst object �s to
collect those who, from the�r character and conv�ct�ons, are qual�f�ed
to a�d �n the exper�ment we are engaged �n, and to furn�sh them w�th
conven�ent and comfortable hab�tat�ons, at the smallest poss�ble
outlay. For th�s purpose the most careful economy �s used, though
we are yet able to atta�n many of the pecul�ar advantages of the
Assoc�ated household. St�ll for trans�t�onal soc�ety, and for
comparat�vely temporary use, a soc�al ed�f�ce can not be made free
from the defects of c�v�l�zed arch�tecture. When our Phalanx has
become suff�c�ently large, and has �n some measure accompl�shed
�ts great purposes, the ser�al organ�zat�on of labor and un�tary



educat�on, we shall have �t �n our power to bu�ld a Phalanstery w�th
the magn�f�cence and permanence proper to such a structure."

Whereupon the appeal for help �s repeated. F�nally, �n May 1845
th�s new const�tut�on was publ�shed �n the Phalanx, w�th a new
preamble. In the prev�ous ed�t�ons the soc�ety had been styled the
"Brook Farm Assoc�at�on for Educat�on and Industry;" but �n th�s
�ssue, Art�cle 1 Sect�on 1 declares that "the name of th�s Assoc�at�on
shall be The Brook Farm Phalanx." We quote a few paragraphs from
the preamble:

"At the last sess�on of the leg�slature of Massachusetts, our
Assoc�at�on was �ncorporated under the name wh�ch �t now
assumes, w�th the r�ght to hold real estate to the amount of one
hundred thousand dollars. Th�s confers upon us all the usual powers
and pr�v�leges of chartered compan�es.

"Noth�ng �s now necessary to the greatest poss�ble measure of
success, but cap�tal to furn�sh suff�c�ent means to enable us to
develop every department to advantage. Th�s cap�tal we can now
apply prof�tably and w�thout danger of loss. We are well aware that
there must be r�sk �n �nvest�ng money �n an �nfant Assoc�at�on, as
well as �n any other untr�ed bus�ness; but w�th the labors of nearly
four years we have arr�ved at a po�nt where th�s r�sk hardly ex�sts.

"By that �ncreas�ng number whose most ardent des�re �s to see the
exper�ment of Assoc�at�on fa�rly tr�ed, we are conf�dent that the
appeal we now make w�ll not be rece�ved w�thout the most generous
response �n the�r power. As far as the�r means and the�r utmost
exert�ons can go, they w�ll not suffer so favorable an opportun�ty for
the real�zat�on of the�r fondest hopes to pass un�mproved. Nor do we
call upon Amer�cans alone, but upon all persons of whatever nat�on,
to whom the doctr�nes of un�versal un�ty have revealed the dest�ny of
man. Espec�ally to those noble men who �n Europe have so long and
so fa�thfully labored for the d�ffus�on and propagat�on of these
doctr�nes, we address what to them w�ll be an occas�on of the
h�ghest joy, an appeal for fraternal co-operat�on �n behalf of the�r
real�zat�on. We announce to them the dawn�ng of that day for wh�ch



they have so hopefully and so bravely wa�ted, the upspr�ng�ng of
those seeds that they and the�r compeers have sown. To them �t w�ll
seem no exaggerat�on to say that we, the�r younger brethren, �nv�te
the�r ass�stance �n a movement wh�ch, however humble �t may
superf�c�ally appear, �s the grandest both �n �ts essent�al character
and �ts consequences, that can now be proposed to man; a
movement whose purpose �s the elevat�on of human�ty to �ts �ntegral
r�ghts, and whose results w�ll be the establ�shment of happ�ness and
peace among the nat�ons of the earth.

"By order of the Central Counc�l,
"G����� R�����, Pres�dent.

"West Roxbury, May 20, 1845."

CHAPTER XL.

BROOK FARM PROPAGATING FOURIERISM.ToC

Brook Farm hav�ng atta�ned the d�gn�ty of �ncorporat�on and
assumed the t�tle of Phalanx, was ready to undertake the enterpr�se
of propagat�ng Four�er�sm. Accord�ngly, �n the same number of the
Phalanx that publ�shed the appeal rec�ted at the close of our last
chapter, appeared the prospectus of a new paper to be called the
Harb�nger, w�th the follow�ng ed�tor�al not�ce:

"Our subscr�bers w�ll see by the prospectus that the name of the
Phalanx �s to be changed for that of the Harb�nger, and that the



paper �s to be pr�nted �n future by the Brook Farm Phalanx."

From th�s t�me the ma�n funct�on of Brook Farm was
propagand�sm. It publ�shed the Harb�nger weekly, w�th a zeal and
ab�l�ty of wh�ch our readers have seen plenty of spec�mens. It also
�nst�tuted a m�ss�onary soc�ety and a lectur�ng system, of wh�ch we
w�ll now g�ve some account.

New York had h�therto been the head-quarters of Four�er�sm.
Br�sbane, Greeley and Godw�n, the pr�mary men of the cause, l�ved
and publ�shed there; the Phalanx was �ssued there; the Nat�onal
Convent�ons had been held there; and there was the seat of the
Execut�ve Comm�ttee that made several abort�ve attempts to �nst�tute
a confederat�on of Assoc�at�ons and a nat�onal organ�zat�on of
Soc�al�sts. But after the convers�on of Brook Farm, the center of
operat�ons was removed from New York to Massachusetts. As the
Harb�nger succeeded to the subscr�pt�on-l�st and propagand�sm of
the Phalanx, so a new Nat�onal Un�on of Soc�al�sts, hav�ng �ts head-
quarters nom�nally at Boston, but really at Brook Farm, took the
place of the old New York Convent�ons. Of th�s organ�zat�on, W�ll�am
H. Chann�ng was the ch�ef-eng�neer; and h�s zeal and eloquence �n
that capac�ty for a short t�me, well ent�tled h�m to the honors of the
ch�ef Apostle of Four�er�sm. In fact he succeeded to the post of
Br�sbane. Th�s w�ll be seen �n the follow�ng select�ons from the
Harb�nger:

[From W�ll�am H. Chann�ng's Appeal to Assoc�at�on�sts.]
"B�������:
"Your prompt and earnest co-operat�on �s requested �n fulf�ll�ng the

des�gn of a soc�ety organ�zed May 27, 1846, at Boston,
Massachusetts, by a general convent�on of the fr�ends of
Assoc�at�on. Th�s des�gn may be learned from the follow�ng extracts
from �ts const�tut�on:

"'I. The name of th�s soc�ety shall be the Amer�can Un�on of
Assoc�at�on�sts.



"'II. Its purpose shall be the establ�shment of an order of soc�ety
based on a system of jo�nt-stock property; co-operat�ve labor;
assoc�at�on of fam�l�es; equ�table d�str�but�on of prof�ts; mutual
guarantees; honors accord�ng to usefulness; �ntegral educat�on; un�ty
of �nterests: wh�ch system we bel�eve to be �n accord w�th the laws of
d�v�ne prov�dence and the dest�ny of man.

"'III. Its method of operat�on shall be the appo�ntment of agents,
the send�ng out of lecturers, the �ssu�ng of publ�cat�ons, and the
format�on of a ser�es of aff�l�ated soc�et�es wh�ch shall be aux�l�ary to
the parent soc�ety; �n hold�ng meet�ngs, collect�ng funds, and �n every
way d�ffus�ng the pr�nc�ples of Assoc�at�on: and prepar�ng for the�r
pract�cal appl�cat�on, etc.'

"We have a solemn and glor�ous work before us: 1, To �ndoctr�nate
the whole people of the Un�ted States w�th the pr�nc�ples of
assoc�at�ve un�ty; 2, To prepare for the t�me when the nat�on, l�ke one
man, shall re-organ�ze �ts townsh�ps upon the bas�s of perfect just�ce.

"A nobler opportun�ty was certa�nly never opened to men, than
that wh�ch here and now welcomes Assoc�at�on�sts. To us has been
g�ven the very word wh�ch th�s people needs as a gu�de �n �ts onward
dest�ny. Th�s �s a Chr�st�an Nat�on; and Assoc�at�on shows how
human soc�et�es may be so organ�zed �n devout obed�ence to the w�ll
of God, as to become true brotherhoods, where the command of
un�versal love may be fulf�lled �ndeed. Thus �t meets the present
wants of Chr�st�ans; who, s�ck of sectar�an feuds and theolog�cal
controvers�es, shocked at the �ncons�stenc�es wh�ch d�sgrace the
rel�g�ous world, at the self�shness, ostentat�on, and caste wh�ch
pervade even our worsh�p�ng assembl�es, at the �nd�fference of man
to the cla�ms of h�s fellow-man throughout our commun�t�es �n
country and c�ty, at the tolerance of monstrous �nhuman�t�es by
professed m�n�sters and d�sc�ples of h�m whose l�fe was love, are
long�ng for churches wh�ch may be really houses of God, glor�f�ed
w�th an �ndwell�ng sp�r�t of hol�ness, and f�lled to overflow�ng w�th
heavenly char�ty.

"Brethren! Can men engaged �n so holy and humane a cause as
th�s, wh�ch fulf�lls the good and destroys the ev�l �n ex�st�ng soc�ety



throughout our age and nat�on, wh�ch teaches unl�m�ted trust �n
D�v�ne love, and commands perfect obed�ence to the laws of D�v�ne
order among all people, wh�ch heralds the near advent of the re�gn of
heaven on earth—be t�m�d, �nd�fferent, slugg�sh? Ab�d�ng shame w�ll
rest upon us, �f we put not forth our h�ghest energ�es �n fulf�llment of
the present command of Prov�dence. Let us be up and do�ng w�th all
our m�ght.

"The measures wh�ch you are now requested at once and
energet�cally to carry out, are the three follow�ng: 1, Organ�ze
aff�l�ated soc�et�es to act �n concert w�th the Amer�can Un�on of
Assoc�at�on�sts; 2, C�rculate the Harb�nger and other papers devoted
to Assoc�at�on; 3, Collect funds for the purpose of defray�ng the
expenses of lectures and tracts. It �s proposed �n the autumn and
w�nter to send out lecturers, �n bands and s�ngly, as w�dely as
poss�ble.

"Our wh�te flag �s g�ven to the breeze. Our threefold motto,
"Un�ty of man w�th man �n true soc�ety,
"Un�ty of man w�th God �n true rel�g�on,
"Un�ty of man w�th nature �n creat�ve art and �ndustry,
"Is blazoned on �ts folds. Let hearts, strong �n the m�ght of fa�th

and hope and char�ty, rally to bear �t on �n tr�umph. We are sure to
conquer. God w�ll work w�th us; human�ty w�ll welcome our word of
glad t�d�ngs. The future �s ours. On! �n the name of the Lord.

W������ H���� C�������,
"Cor. Sec. of the Am. Un. of Assoc�at�on�sts.

"Brook Farm, June 6, 1846."

In connect�on w�th th�s appeal, an ed�tor�al announced

The M�ss�on of Charles A. Dana.
"The operat�ons of the 'Amer�can Un�on,' w�ll be commenced

w�thout delay. Mr. Dana w�ll shortly make a tour through the State of
New York as �ts agent. He w�ll lecture �n the pr�nc�pal towns, and take



every means to d�ffuse a knowledge of the pr�nc�ples of Assoc�at�on.
Our fr�ends are requested to use the�r best exert�ons to prepare for
h�s labors, and g�ve eff�c�ency to them."

A meet�ng of the Amer�can Un�on of Assoc�at�on�sts �s reported �n
the Harb�nger of June 27, at wh�ch all the speakers except Mr.
Br�sbane, were Brook Farmers. The sess�on cont�nued two days,
and W�ll�am H. Chann�ng made the clos�ng and electr�c speeches for
both days. The ed�tor says:

"Mr. Chann�ng closed the f�rst day �n a speech of the loft�est and
purest eloquence, �n wh�ch he declared the great problem and
movement of th�s day to be that of real�z�ng a un�tary church; showed
how utterly unchr�st�an �s every th�ng now call�ng �tself a church, and
how �mposs�ble the solut�on of th�s problem, so long as �ndustry
tends only to �solate those who would be Chr�st�ans, and to make
them self�sh; and ended w�th announc�ng the l�fe-long pledge �nto
wh�ch the bel�evers �n assoc�at�ve un�ty �n th�s country have entered,
that they w�ll not rest nor turn back unt�l the m�nd of th�s whole nat�on
�s made to see and own the truth wh�ch there �s �n the�r doctr�nes.
The effect upon all present was electr�c, and the resolut�on to
adjourn to the next even�ng, was a resolut�on to commence then �n
earnest a great work."

After ment�on�ng many good th�ngs sa�d and done on the second
day, the ed�tor says:

"It was understood that the whole would be brought to a head and
the ma�n and pract�cal bus�ness of the meet�ng set forth by Mr.
Chann�ng. H�s appeal, al�ke to fr�ends and to opposers of the cause,
w�ll dwell l�ke a remembered �nsp�rat�on �n all our m�nds. It spoke
d�rectly to the deepest rel�g�ous sent�ment �n every one, and
awakened �n each a consc�ousness of a new energy. All the poet�c
wealth and �magery of the speaker's m�nd seemed melted over �nto
the speech, as �f he would pour out all h�s l�fe to carry conv�ct�on �nto
the hearts of others. He seemed an �llustrat�on of a splend�d f�gure



wh�ch he used, to show the present cr�s�s �n th�s cause. 'It was,' sa�d
he, 'nobly, powerfully begun �n th�s country; but, there has been a
pause �n our movement. When Benvenuto Cell�n� was cast�ng h�s
great statue, wear�ed and exhausted he fell asleep. He was roused
by the cr�es of the workmen; Master, come qu�ck, the f�res have gone
down, and the metal has caked �n the runn�ng! He hes�tated not a
moment, but rushed �nto the palace, se�zed all the gold and s�lver
vessels, money, ornaments, wh�ch he could f�nd, and poured them
�nto the furnace; and whatever he could lay hands on that was
combust�ble, he took to renew the f�re. We must beg�n anew, sa�d he.
And the flames roared, and the metal began to run, and the Jup�ter
came out �n complete majesty. Just so our greater work has caked �n
the runn�ng. We have been luke-warm; we have slept. But shall not
we throw �n all our gold and s�lver, and throw �n ourselves too, s�nce
our work �s to produce not a mere statue, but a harmon�ous l�fe of
man made perfect �n the �mage of God? Who ever had such mot�ve
for act�on? The Crusaders, on the�r knees and upon the h�lts of the�r
swords, wh�ch formed a cross, da�ly ded�cated the�r l�ves and the�r all
to the p�ous resolut�on of re-conquer�ng the sepulcher �n wh�ch the
dead Lord was la�d. But ours �s the call�ng, not to conquer the
sepulcher of the dead Lord, but to conquer the world, and br�ng �t �n
subject�on to truth, love and beauty, that the l�v�ng Chr�st may at
length return and enter upon h�s K�ngdom of Heaven on the earth.'

"We by no means �ntend th�s as a report of Mr. Chann�ng's
speech. To reproduce �t at all would be �mposs�ble. We only tell such
few th�ngs as we eas�ly remember. He closed w�th request�ng all who
had s�gned the const�tut�on, or who were ready to co-operate w�th
the Amer�can Un�on, to rema�n at a bus�ness meet�ng.

"The hour was late and the bus�ness was made short. The plans
of the execut�ve comm�ttee were stated and approved. These were,
1, to send out lecturers; a beg�nn�ng hav�ng been already made �n
the appo�ntment of Mr. Charles A. Dana as an agent of the soc�ety,
to proceed th�s summer upon a lectur�ng tour through New York,
Western Pennsylvan�a and Oh�o; 2, to support the Harb�nger; and 3,
to publ�sh tracts."



Th�s report �s followed by another st�rr�ng appeal from the
Secretary, of wh�ch the follow�ng �s the substance:

"A�����!—Fellow Assoc�at�on�sts, Brethren, S�sters, each and all!
You are hereby once aga�n earnestly entreated, �n the name of our
cause of un�versal un�ty, at once to co-operate energet�cally �n
carry�ng out the proposed plans of the Amer�can Un�on:

"1. Form soc�et�es. 2. C�rculate the Harb�nger. 3. Ra�se funds. We
w�sh to f�nd one hundred persons �n the Un�ted States, who w�ll
subscr�be $100 a year for three years, �n permanently establ�sh�ng
the work of propagat�on; or two hundred persons who w�ll subscr�be
$50. Do you know any persons �n your ne�ghborhood who w�ll for
one year, three years, f�ve years, contr�bute for th�s end? Be �nstant,
fr�ends, �n season and out of season, �n ra�s�ng a permanent fund,
and an �mmed�ate fund. Th�s whole nat�on must hear our gospel of
glad t�d�ngs. W�ll you not a�d?

W������ H. C�������,
"Cor. Sec. of the Am. Un. of Assoc�at�on�sts."

How far Mr. Dana fulf�lled the m�ss�onary programme ass�gned to
h�m, we have not been able to d�scover. But we f�nd that the two
most consp�cuous lecturers sent abroad by the Amer�can Un�on were
Messrs John Allen and John Orv�s. These gentlemen made two or
three tours through the northern part of New England; and �n the fall
of 1847 they were lectur�ng or try�ng to lecture �n Ut�ca, Syracuse,
Rochester, and other parts of the state of New York, as we
ment�oned �n our account of the Skaneateles and Sodus Bay
Assoc�at�ons. But the harvest of Four�er�sm was past, and they
compla�ned sorely of the neglect they met w�th, �n consequence of
the bad odor of the defunct Assoc�at�ons. Th�s �s the last we hear of
them. The Amer�can Un�on cont�nued to advert�se �tself �n the
Harb�nger t�ll that paper d�sappeared �n February 1849; but �ts do�ngs
after 1846 seem to have been l�m�ted to ann�versary meet�ngs.



CHAPTER XLI.

BROOK FARM PROPAGATING SWEDENBORGIANISM.ToC

Our h�story of the career of Brook Farm �n �ts f�nal funct�on of
publ�c teacher and propagand�st, would not be complete w�thout
some account of �ts agency �n the great Swedenborg�an rev�val of
modern t�mes.

In a ser�es of art�cles publ�shed �n the One�da C�rcular a year or
two ago, under the t�tle of Swedenborg�ana, the author of th�s h�story
sa�d:

"The foremost and br�ghtest of the Assoc�at�ons that rose �n the
Four�er exc�tement, was that at Brook Farm. The leaders were men
whose names are now h�gh �n l�terature and pol�t�cs. R�pley, Dana,
Chann�ng, Dw�ght and Hawthorne, are spec�mens of the l�st. Most of
them were from the Un�tar�an school, whose head-quarters are at
Boston and Cambr�dge. The movement really �ssued as much from
transcendental Un�tar�an�sm as from Four�er�sm. It was rel�g�ous,
l�terary and art�st�c, as well as soc�al. It had a press, and at one t�me
undertook propagand�sm by m�ss�onar�es and lectures. Its per�od�cal,
the Harb�nger, was ably conducted, and very charm�ng to all
enthus�asts of progress. Our Putney school, wh�ch had not then
reached Commun�sm, was among the adm�rers of th�s per�od�cal,
and undoubtedly took an �mpulse from �ts teach�ngs. The Brook
Farm Assoc�at�on, as the leader and speaker of the hundred others
that rose w�th �t, certa�nly contr�buted most largely to the effect of the
general movement begun by Br�sbane and Greeley. But the



remarkable fact, for the sake of wh�ch I am call�ng spec�al attent�on
to �t, �s, that �n �ts d�dact�c funct�on, �t brought upon the publ�c m�nd,
not only a new soc�al�sm but a new rel�g�on, and that rel�g�on was
Swedenborg�an�sm.

"The proof of th�s can be found by any one who has access to the
f�les of the Harb�nger. I could g�ve many pages of extracts �n po�nt.
The s�mple truth �s that Brook Farm and the Harb�nger meant to
propagate Four�er�sm, but succeeded only �n propagat�ng
Swedenborg�an�sm. The Assoc�at�ons that arose w�th them and
under the�r �nfluence, passed away w�th�n a few years, w�thout
except�on; but the surge of Swedenborg�an�sm wh�ch they started,
swept on among the�r const�tuents, and, under the form of
Sp�r�tual�sm, �s sweep�ng on to th�s day.

"Swedenborg�an�sm went deeper �nto the hearts of the people
than the Soc�al�sm that �ntroduced �t, because �t was a rel�g�on. The
B�ble and rev�vals had made men hungry for someth�ng more than
soc�al reconstruct�on. Swedenborg's offer of a new heaven as well as
a new earth, met the demand magn�f�cently. He su�ted all sorts. The
sc�ent�f�c were charmed, because he was pr�mar�ly a son of sc�ence,
and seemed to reduce the un�verse to sc�ent�f�c order. The myst�cs
were charmed, because he led them boldly �nto all the myster�es of
�ntu�t�on and �nv�s�ble worlds. The Un�tar�ans l�ked h�m, because,
wh�le he declared Chr�st to be Jehovah h�mself, he d�splaced the
orthodox �deas of Sonsh�p and tr�-personal�ty, and ev�dently meant
only that Chr�st was an �llus�ve representat�on of the Father. Even the
�nf�dels l�ked h�m, because he d�scarded about half the B�ble,
�nclud�ng all Paul's wr�t�ngs, as 'not belong�ng to the Word,' and
made the rest a mere 'nose of wax' by means of h�s doctr�ne of the
'�nternal sense.' H�s vast �mag�nat�ons and magn�f�cent prom�ses
ch�med �n exactly w�th the sp�r�t of the accompany�ng Soc�al�sms.
Four�er�sm was too bald a mater�al�sm to su�t the h�gher classes of �ts
d�sc�ples, w�thout a rel�g�on correspond�ng. Swedenborg�an�sm was a
godsend to the enthus�asts of Brook Farm; and they made �t the
complement of Four�er�sm.

"Swedenborg's wr�t�ngs had long been c�rculat�ng feebly �n th�s
country, and he had sporad�c d�sc�ples and even churches �n our



c�t�es, before the new era of Soc�al�sm. But any th�ng l�ke a general
�nterest �n h�s wr�t�ngs had never been known, t�ll about the per�od
when Brook Farm and the Harb�nger were �n the ascendant. Here
began a movement of the publ�c m�nd toward Swedenborg, as
palpable and portentous as that of M�ller�sm or the old rev�vals.

"But Young Amer�ca could not rece�ve an old and fore�gn
ph�losophy l�ke Swedenborg's, w�thout react�ng upon �t and adapt�ng
�t to �ts new surround�ngs. The old afflatus must have a new med�um.
In 1845 the movement wh�ch commenced at Brook Farm was �n full
t�de. In 1847 the great Amer�can Swedenborg, Andrew Jackson
Dav�s, appeared, and Professor Bush gave h�m the r�ght hand of
fellowsh�p, and �ntroduced h�m �nto off�ce as the med�um and
representat�ve of the '�llustr�ous Swede,' wh�le the Harb�nger rejo�ced
over them both.

"Here I m�ght show by chapter and verse from Dav�s's and Bush's
wr�t�ngs, exactly how the conjunct�on between them took place; how
Dav�s met Swedenborg's ghost �n a graveyard near Poughkeeps�e �n
1844, and from h�m rece�ved a comm�ss�on to help the '�neff�c�ent'
efforts of Chr�st to regulate mank�nd; how he had another �nterv�ew
w�th the same ghost �n 1846, and was d�rected by h�m to open
correspondence w�th Bush; how Bush took h�m under h�s patronage,
watched and stud�ed h�m for months, and f�nally publ�shed h�s
conclus�on that Dav�s was a true med�um of Swedenborg,
prov�dent�ally ra�sed up to conf�rm h�s d�v�ne m�ss�on and teach�ngs;
and f�nally, how Bush and Dav�s quarreled w�th�n a year, and
mutually repud�ated each other's doctr�nes; but I must leave deta�ls
and hurry on to the end.

"After 1847 Swedenborg�an�sm proper subs�ded, and 'Modern
Sp�r�tual�sm' took �ts place. But the character of the two systems, as
well as the h�story of the�r relat�ons to each other, proves them to be
�dent�cal �n essence. Sp�r�tual�sm �s Swedenborg�an�sm
Amer�can�zed. Andrew Jackson Dav�s began as a med�um of
Swedenborg, rece�v�ng from h�m h�s comm�ss�on and �nsp�rat�on, and
became an �ndependent seer and revelator, only because, as a son,
he outgrew h�s father. The omn�sc�ent ph�losoph�es wh�ch the two
have �ssued are �dent�cal �n the�r ma�n �deas about �ntu�t�on, love and



w�sdom, fam�l�ar�ty of the l�v�ng w�th the dead, class�f�cat�on of ghostly
spheres, astronom�cal theology, etc. Andrew Jackson Dav�s �s more
fl�ppant and superf�c�al than Swedenborg, and less respectful toward
the B�ble and the past, and �n these respects he su�ts h�s
customers."

We understand that some of the Brook Farmers th�nk th�s v�ew of
the Swedenborg�an �nfluence of Brook Farm and the Harb�nger �s
exaggerated. It w�ll be appropr�ate therefore now to set forth some of
the facts and teach�ngs wh�ch led to th�s v�ew.

The f�rst notable statement of the essent�al dual�sm between
Swedenborg and Four�er that we f�nd �n the wr�t�ngs of the Soc�al�sts,
�s �n the last chapter of Parke Godw�n's "Popular V�ew," publ�shed �n
the beg�nn�ng of 1844, a standard work on Four�er�sm, second �n
t�me and �mportance only to Br�sbane's "Conc�se Expos�t�on."
Godw�n says:



"Thus far we have g�ven Four�er's doctr�ne of Un�versal Analogy;
but �t �s �mportant to observe that he was not the f�rst man of modern
t�mes who commun�cated th�s v�ew. Emanuel Swedenborg, between
whose revelat�ons �n the sphere of sp�r�tual knowledge, and Four�er's
d�scover�es �n the sphere of sc�ence, there has been remarked the
most exact and wonderful coïnc�dence, preceded h�m �n the
annunc�at�on of the doctr�ne �n many of �ts aspects, �n what �s termed
the doctr�ne of correspondence. These two great m�nds, the greatest
beyond all compar�son �n our later days, were the �nstruments of
Prov�dence �n br�ng�ng to l�ght the myster�es of H�s Word and Works,
as they are comprehended and followed �n the h�gher states of
ex�stence. It �s no exaggerat�on, we th�nk, to say, that they are the
two comm�ss�oned by the Great Leader of the Chr�st�an Israel, to spy
out the prom�sed land of peace and blessedness.

"But �n the d�scovery and statement of the doctr�ne of Analogy,
these author�t�es have not proceeded accord�ng to prec�sely the
same methods. Four�er has arr�ved at �t by str�ctly sc�ent�f�c
synthes�s, and Swedenborg by the study of the Scr�ptures a�ded by
D�v�ne �llum�nat�on. What �s the aspect �n wh�ch Four�er v�ews �t we
have shown; we shall next attempt to eluc�date the pecul�ar
development of Swedenborg."

From th�s Mr. Godw�n goes on to show at length the parallel�sm
between the teach�ngs of these "�ncomparable masters." It w�ll be
seen that he �nt�mates that th�nkers and wr�ters before h�m had taken
the same v�ew. One of these, doubtless, was Hugh Doherty, an
Engl�sh Four�er�st, whose wr�t�ngs frequently occur �n the Phalanx
and Harb�nger. A very long art�cle from h�m, ma�nta�n�ng the �dent�ty
of Four�er�sm and Swedenborg�an�sm, appeared �n the Phalanx of
September 7, 1844. The art�cle �tself �s dated London, January 30,
1844. Among other th�ngs Mr. Doherty says:

"I am a bel�ever �n the truths of the New Church, and have read
nearly all the wr�t�ngs of Swedenborg, and I have no hes�tat�on �n
say�ng that w�thout Four�er's explanat�on of the laws of order �n



Scr�ptural �nterpretat�on, I should probably have doubted the truth of
Swedenborg's �llum�nat�on, from want of a ground to understand the
nature of sp�r�tual s�ght �n contrad�st�nct�on from natural s�ght; or �f I
had been able to conce�ve the open�ng of the sp�r�tual s�ght, and
cred�t Swedenborg's doctr�nes and aff�rmat�ons, I should probably
have understood them only �n the same degree as most of the
members of the New Church whom I have met �n England, and that
would seem to me, �n my present state, a part�al calam�ty of cec�ty. I
say th�s �n all hum�l�ty and s�ncer�ty of consc�ence, w�th a v�ew to
future reference to Swedenborg h�mself �n the sp�r�tual world, and as
a means of �nduc�ng the members of the New Church generally not
to be content w�th a superf�c�al or l�m�ted knowledge of the�r own
doctr�nes."

In another passage Mr. Doherty cla�ms to have been "a student of
Four�er fourteen years, and of Swedenborg two years."

In consequence partly of the new apprec�at�on of Swedenborg that
was r�s�ng among the Four�er�sts, a movement commenced �n
England �n 1845 for republ�sh�ng the sc�ent�f�c works of "the
�llustr�ous Swede." An Assoc�at�on for that purpose was formed, and
several of Swedenborg's bulk�est works were pr�nted under the
ausp�ces of W�lk�nson, Cl�ssold and others. Th�s W�lk�nson was also
a cons�derable contr�butor to the Phalanx and Harb�nger, as the
reader w�ll see by recurr�ng to a l�st �n our chapter on the Personnel
of Four�er�sm.

Follow�ng th�s movement, came the famous lecture of Ralph
Waldo Emerson on "Swedenborg, the Myst�c," cla�m�ng for h�m a
lofty pos�t�on as a sc�ent�f�c d�scoverer. That lecture was f�rst
publ�shed �n th�s country �n a volume ent�tled, "Representat�ve Men,"
�n 1849; but accord�ng to Mr. Wh�te (the b�ographer of Swedenborg),
�t was del�vered �n England several t�mes �n 1847; and we judge from
an express�on wh�ch we �tal�c�ze �n the follow�ng extract from �t, that �t
was wr�tten and perhaps del�vered �n th�s country �n 1845 or 1846,
�.e. very soon after the republ�cat�on movement �n England:



"The sc�ent�f�c works [of Swedenborg] have just now been
translated �nto Engl�sh, �n an excellent ed�t�on. Swedenborg pr�nted
these sc�ent�f�c books �n the ten years from 1734 to 1744, and they
rema�ned from that t�me neglected; and now, after the�r century �s
complete, he has at last found a pup�l �n Mr. W�lk�nson, �n London, a
ph�losoph�c cr�t�c, w�th a coequal v�gor of understand�ng and
�mag�nat�on comparable only to Lord Bacon's, who has produced h�s
master's bur�ed books to the day, and transferred them, w�th every
advantage, from the�r forgotten Lat�n �nto Engl�sh, to go round the
world �n our commerc�al and conquer�ng tongue. Th�s startl�ng
reäppearance of Swedenborg, after a hundred years, �n h�s pup�l, �s
not the least remarkable fact �n h�s h�story. A�ded, �t �s sa�d, by the
mun�f�cence of Mr. Cl�ssold, and also by h�s l�terary sk�ll, th�s p�ece of
poet�c just�ce �s done. The adm�rable prel�m�nary d�scourses w�th
wh�ch Mr. W�lk�nson has enr�ched these volumes, throw all the
cotemporary ph�losophy of England �nto shade."

Emerson, �t �s true, was not a Brook Farmer; but he was the
sp�r�tual fert�l�zer of all the Transcendental�sts, �nclud�ng the Brook
Farmers. It �s true also that �n h�s lecture he severely cr�t�c�sed
Swedenborg; but th�s was h�s vocat�on: to judge and d�sparage all
rel�g�ous teachers, espec�ally seers and thaumaturg�sts. On the
whole he gave Swedenborg a l�ft, just as he helped the reputat�on of
all "ethn�c Scr�ptures." H�s cr�t�c�sm of Swedenborg amounts to about
th�s: "He was a very great th�nker and d�scoverer; but h�s v�s�ons and
theolog�cal teach�ngs are humbugs; st�ll they are as good as any
other, and rather better."

W�ll�am H. Chann�ng, another fert�l�zer of Brook Farm, was busy at
the same t�me w�th Emerson, �n the work of call�ng attent�on to
Swedenborg. H�s convers�ons to Four�er�sm and Swedenborg�an�sm
seem to have proceeded together. The last three numbers of the
Present are loaded w�th art�cles extoll�ng Swedenborg, and the ed�tor
only compla�ns of them that they "by no means do just�ce to the
great Swed�sh ph�losopher and seer." The very last art�cle �n the



volume �s an �tem headed, "Four�er and Swedenborg," �n wh�ch Mr.
Charm�ng says:

"I have great pleasure �n announc�ng another work upon Four�er
and h�s system, from the pen of C.J. Hempel. Th�s book �s a very
cur�ous and �nterest�ng one, from the attempt of the author to show
the �dent�ty or at least the extraord�nary resemblance between the
v�ews of Four�er and Swedenborg. How far Mr. Hempel has been
successful I cannot pretend to judge. But th�s may be safely sa�d, no
one can exam�ne w�th any care the wr�t�ngs of these two wonderful
students of Prov�dence, man and the un�verse, w�thout hav�ng most
subl�me v�s�ons of d�v�ne order opened upon h�m. The�r doctr�ne of
Correspondence and Un�versal Un�ty accords w�th all the
profoundest thought of the age."

Such were the �nfluences under wh�ch Brook Farm assumed �ts
f�nal task of propagand�sm. Let us now see how far the coupl�ng of
Four�er and Swedenborg was kept up �n the Harb�nger.

The motto of the paper, d�splayed under �ts t�tle from f�rst to last,
was selected from the wr�t�ngs of the Swed�sh seer. In the ed�tors'
�naugural address they say:

"In the words of the �llustr�ous Swedenborg, wh�ch we have
selected for the motto of the Harb�nger, 'All th�ngs, at the present
day, stand prov�ded and prepared, and awa�t the l�ght. The sh�p �s �n
the harbor; the sa�ls are swell�ng; the east w�nd blows; let us we�gh
anchor, and put forth to sea.'"

In a glanc�ng run through the f�ve sem�-annual volumes of the
Harb�nger we f�nd between th�rty and forty art�cles on Swedenborg
and Swedenborg�an subjects, ch�efly ed�tor�al rev�ews of books,
pamphlets, etc., w�th a cons�derable amount of correspondence from
W�lk�nson, Doherty and other Swedenborg�an Four�er�sts �n England.
The burden of all these art�cles �s the same, v�z., the un�ty of
Swedenborg�an�sm and Four�er�sm. On the one hand the Four�er�sts



�ns�st that Swedenborg revealed the rel�g�on that Four�er ant�c�pated;
and on the other the Swedenborg�ans �ns�st that Four�er d�scovered
the d�v�ne arrangement of soc�ety that Swedenborg foreshadowed.
The rev�ews referred to were wr�tten ch�efly by John S. Dw�ght and
Charles A. Dana.[B] We w�ll g�ve a few spec�mens of the�r utterances:

[From Ed�tor�als by John S. Dw�ght.]
* * * "In rel�g�on we have Swedenborg; �n soc�al economy Four�er;

�n mus�c Beethoven.
* * * "Swedenborg we reverence for the greatness and profund�ty

of h�s thought. We study h�m cont�nually for the l�ght he sheds on so
many problems of human dest�ny, and more espec�ally for the
remarkable correspondence, as of �nner w�th outer, wh�ch h�s
revelat�ons present w�th the d�scover�es of Four�er concern�ng soc�al
organ�zat�on, or the outward forms of l�fe. The one �s the great poet
and h�gh-pr�est, the other the great econom�st, as �t were, of the
harmon�c order, wh�ch all th�ngs are prepar�ng.

* * * "Call not our pra�ses of Swedenborg 'hollow;' �f he offered us
ten t�mes as much wh�ch we could not assent to, �t would not detract
�n the least from our reverence for the man, or our great
�ndebtedness to h�s profoundly sp�r�tual �ns�ght.

* * * "Deeper foundat�ons for sc�ence have not been touched by
any sound�ng-l�ne as yet, than these same ph�losoph�cal pr�nc�ples of
Swedenborg. Four�er has not gone deeper; but he has shed more
l�ght on these deep foundat�ons, taken the�r measurement w�th a
more bold prec�s�on, and reared a no �ns�gn�f�cant port�on of the
everlast�ng superstructure. But �n the�r ground they are both one.
Taken together they are the h�ghest express�on of the tendency of
human thought to un�versal un�ty."

[From Ed�tor�als by Charles A. Dana.]
* * * "We recommend the wr�t�ngs of Swedenborg to our readers of

all denom�nat�ons, as we should recommend those of any other
prov�dent�al teacher. We bel�eve that h�s m�ss�on �s of the h�ghest



�mportance to the human fam�ly, and shall take every f�t occas�on to
call the attent�on of the publ�c to �t.

* * * "No man of unsoph�st�cated m�nd can read Swedenborg
w�thout feel�ng h�s l�fe elevated �nto a h�gher plane, and h�s �ntellect
exc�ted �nto new and more reverent act�on on some of the subl�mest
quest�ons wh�ch the human m�nd can approach. Whatever may be
thought of the doctr�nes of Swedenborg or of h�s v�s�ons, the sp�r�t
wh�ch breathes from h�s works �s pure and heavenly.

* * * "We do not hes�tate to say that the publ�cat�on and study of
Swedenborg's sc�ent�f�c wr�t�ngs must produce a new era �n human
knowledge, and thus �n soc�ety.

* * * "Though Swedenborg and Four�er d�ffer �n the character of
the�r m�nds, and the �mmed�ate end of the�r stud�es, the method they
adopted was fundamentally the same; the�r success �s thus due, not
to the vastness of the�r gen�us alone, but �n a measure also to the
�nstruments they employed. The log�c of Four�er �s �mperfectly stated
�n h�s doctr�ne of the Ser�es, of Un�versal Analogy, and of Attract�ons
proport�onal to Dest�n�es; that of Swedenborg �n the �ncomplete and
often very obscure and d�ff�cult expos�t�ons wh�ch appear here and
there �n h�s works, of the doctr�ne of Forms; of Order and Degrees; of
Ser�es and Soc�ety; of Influx; of Correspondence and
Representat�on; and of Mod�f�cat�on. Th�s log�c appears to have
ex�sted complete �n the m�nds of ne�ther of these great men; but
even so much of �t as they have commun�cated, puts �nto the hands
of the student the most �nvaluable ass�stance, and attracts h�m to a
path of thought �n wh�ch the successful explorers w�ll rece�ve
�mmortal honors from a grateful race.

* * * "The ch�ef character�st�c of th�s epoch �s, �ts tendency,
everywhere apparent, to un�ty �n un�versal�ty; and the men �n whom
th�s tendency �s most fully expressed are Swedenborg, Four�er and
Goethe. In these three em�nent persons �s summed up the great
movement toward un�ty �n un�versal�ty, �n rel�g�on, sc�ence and art,
wh�ch compr�se the whole doma�n of human act�v�ty. In speak�ng of
Swedenborg as the teacher of th�s century �n rel�g�on, some of the



most obv�ous cons�derat�ons are h�s northern or�g�n, h�s pecul�ar
educat�on, etc.

* * * "We say w�thout hes�tat�on, that, except�ng the wr�t�ngs of
Four�er, no sc�ent�f�c publ�cat�ons of the last f�fty years are to be
compared w�th [the W�lk�nson ed�t�on of Swedenborg] �n �mportance.
To the student of ph�losophy, to the savan, and to the votary of soc�al
sc�ence, they are al�ke �nvaluable, almost �nd�spensable. Whether we
are �nqu�r�ng for truth �n the abstract, or look�ng beyond the
a�mlessness and contrad�ct�ons of modern exper�mental�sm �n
search of the gu�d�ng l�ght of un�versal pr�nc�ples, or g�v�ng our
constant thought to the laws of D�v�ne Soc�al Order, and the re-
�ntegrat�on of the Collect�ve Man, we can not spare the a�d of th�s
lov�ng and beloved sage. H�s was a grand gen�us, nobly d�sc�pl�ned.
In h�m, a devot�on to truth almost awful, was tempered by an equal
love of human�ty and a supreme reverence for God. To h�s m�nd, the
order of the un�verse and the play of �ts powers were never the
objects of �dle cur�os�ty or of cold speculat�on. He entered �nto the
retreats of nature and the occult abode of the soul, as the m�n�ster of
human�ty, and not as a cur�ous explorer eager to add to h�s own
store of wonders or to exerc�se h�s facult�es �n those d�ff�cult reg�ons.
No man had ever such s�ncer�ty, such absolute freedom from
�ntellectual self�shness as he."

The reader, we trust, w�ll take our word for �t, that there �s a very
large amount of th�s sort of teach�ng �n the volumes of the Harb�nger.
Even Mr. R�pley h�mself w�elded a v�gorous cudgel on behalf of
Swedenborg aga�nst certa�n orthodox cr�t�cs, and held the usual
language of h�s soc�al�st�c brethren about the "subl�me v�s�ons of the
�llustr�ous Swed�sh seer," h�s "bold poet�c revelat�ons," h�s "profound,
l�v�ng, electr�c pr�nc�ples," the "p�erc�ng truth of h�s product�ons," etc.
V�de Harb�nger, Vol. 3, p. 317.

On these and such ev�dences we came to the conclus�on that the
Brook Farmers, wh�le they d�scla�med for Four�er�sm all sectar�an
connect�ons, d�d actually couple �t w�th Swedenborg�an�sm �n the�r
propagat�ve labors; and as Four�er�sm soon fa�led and passed away,
�t turned out that the�r last�ng work was the promulgat�on of



Swedenborg�an�sm; wh�ch certa�nly has had a great run �n th�s
country ever s�nce. It would not perhaps be fa�r to call Four�er�sm, as
taught by the Harb�nger wr�ters, the stalk�ng-horse of
Swedenborg�an�sm; but �t �s not too much to say that the�r
Four�er�sm, �f �t had l�ved, would have had Swedenborg�an�sm for �ts
state-rel�g�on. Th�s v�ew agrees w�th the fact that the only sectar�an
Assoc�at�on, avowed and tolerated �n the Four�er epoch, was the
Swedenborg�an Phalanx at Leraysv�lle.

The ent�re h�stor�cal sequence wh�ch seems to be establ�shed by
the facts now before us, may be stated thus: Un�tar�an�sm produced
Transcendental�sm; Transcendental�sm produced Brook Farm; Brook
Farm marr�ed and propagated Four�er�sm; Four�er�sm had
Swedenborg�an�sm for �ts rel�g�on; and Swedenborg�an�sm led the
way to Modern Sp�r�tual�sm.

FOOTNOTES:

[B] Henry James also wrote many art�cles for the Harb�nger �n the
�nterest of Swedenborg. H�s subsequent career as a promulgator
of the Swedenborg�an ph�losophy, �n wh�ch he has even scaled
the he�ghts of the North Amer�can Rev�ew, �s well known; but
perhaps �t �s not so well known that he commenced that career �n
the Harb�nger. He has cont�nued fa�thful to both Swedenborg and
Four�er, to the present t�me.



CHAPTER XLII.

THE END OF BROOK FARM.ToC

It only rema�ns to tell what we know of the causes that brought the
Brook Farm Phalanx to �ts end.

W�th�n a year from the t�me when �t assumed the task of
propagat�ng Four�er�sm, �.e. on the 3d of March, 1846, a d�sastrous
f�re prostrated the energ�es and hopes of the Assoc�at�on. We copy
from the Harb�nger (March 14) the ent�re art�cle report�ng �t:

"F��� �� B���� F���.—Our readers have no doubt been
�nformed before th�s, of the severe calam�ty w�th wh�ch the Brook
Farm Assoc�at�on has been v�s�ted, by the destruct�on of the large
un�tary ed�f�ce wh�ch �t has been for some t�me erect�ng on �ts
doma�n. Just as our last paper was go�ng through the press, on
Tuesday even�ng the 3d �nst., the alarm of f�re was g�ven at about a
quarter before n�ne, and �t was found to proceed from the
'Phalanstery;' �n a few m�nutes the flames were burst�ng through the
doors and w�ndows of the second story; the f�re spread w�th almost
�ncred�ble rap�d�ty throughout the bu�ld�ng; and �n about an hour and
a-half the whole ed�f�ce was burned to the ground. The members of
the Assoc�at�on were on the spot �n a few moments, and made some
attempts to save a quant�ty of lumber that was �n the basement story;
but so rap�d was the progress of the f�re, that th�s was found to be
�mposs�ble, and they succeeded only �n rescu�ng a couple of tool-
chests that had been �n use by the carpenters.

"The ne�ghbor�ng dwell�ng-house called the 'Eyry,' was �n �mm�nent
danger wh�le the f�re was at �ts he�ght, and noth�ng but the st�llness of
the n�ght, and the v�g�lance and act�v�ty of those who were stat�oned
on �ts roof, preserved �t from destruct�on. The v�gorous efforts of our
nearest ne�ghbors, Mr. T.J. Orange, and Messrs. Thomas and
George Palmer, were of great serv�ce �n protect�ng th�s bu�ld�ng, as a



part of our force were engaged �n another d�rect�on, watch�ng the
work-shop, barn, and pr�nc�pal dwell�ng-house.

"In a short t�me our ne�ghbors from the v�llage of West Roxbury, a
m�le and a-half d�stant, arr�ved �n great numbers w�th the�r eng�ne,
wh�ch together w�th the eng�nes from Jama�ca Pla�n, Newton, and
Brookl�ne, rendered valuable ass�stance �n subdu�ng the flam�ng
ru�ns, although �t was �mposs�ble to check the progress of the f�re,
unt�l the bu�ld�ng was completely destroyed. We are under the
deepest obl�gat�ons to the f�re compan�es wh�ch came, some of them
f�ve or s�x m�les, through deep snow on cross roads, and d�d every
th�ng �n the power of sk�ll or energy, to preserve our other bu�ld�ngs
from ru�n. Many of the eng�nes from Boston came four or f�ve m�les
from the c�ty, but f�nd�ng the f�re go�ng down, returned w�thout
reach�ng the spot. The eng�nes from Dedham, we understand, made
an unsuccessful attempt to come to our a�d, but were obl�ged to turn
back on account of the cond�t�on of the roads. No efforts, however,
would have probably been successful �n arrest�ng the progress of the
flames. The bu�ld�ng was d�v�ded �nto nearly a hundred rooms �n the
upper stor�es, most of wh�ch had been lathed for several months,
w�thout plaster, and be�ng almost as dry as t�nder, the f�re flashed
through them w�th terr�f�c rap�d�ty.

"There had been no work performed on th�s bu�ld�ng dur�ng the
w�nter months, and arrangements had just been made to complete
four out of the fourteen d�st�nct su�tes of apartments �nto wh�ch �t was
d�v�ded, by the f�rst of May. It was hoped that the rema�nder would be
f�n�shed dur�ng the summer, and that by the f�rst of October, the
ed�f�ce would be prepared for the recept�on of a hundred and f�fty
persons, w�th ample accommodat�ons for fam�l�es, and spac�ous and
conven�ent publ�c halls and saloons. A port�on of the second story
had been set apart for a church or chapel, wh�ch was to be f�n�shed,
�n a style of s�mpl�c�ty and elegance, by pr�vate subscr�pt�on, and �n
wh�ch �t was expected that rel�g�ous serv�ces would be performed by
our fr�end W�ll�am H. Chann�ng, whose presence w�th us, unt�l
obl�ged to ret�re on account of �ll health, has been a source of
unm�ngled sat�sfact�on and benef�t.



"On the Saturday prev�ous to the f�re, a stove was put �n the
basement story for the accommodat�on of the carpenters, who were
to work on the �ns�de; a f�re was k�ndled �n �t on Tuesday morn�ng
wh�ch burned t�ll four o'clock �n the afternoon; at half past e�ght �n the
even�ng, the bu�ld�ng was v�s�ted by the n�ght-watch, who found
every th�ng apparently safe; and at a quarter before n�ne, a fa�nt l�ght
was d�scovered �n the second story, wh�ch was supposed at f�rst to
have proceeded from the lamp, but, on enter�ng to ascerta�n the fact,
the smoke at once showed that the �nter�or was on f�re. The alarm
was �mmed�ately g�ven, but almost before the people had t�me to
assemble, the whole ed�f�ce was wrapped �n flames. From a defect �n
the construct�on of the ch�mney, a spark from the stove-p�pe had
probably commun�cated w�th the surround�ng wood-work; and from
the combust�ble nature of the mater�als, the flames spread w�th a
celer�ty that made every effort to arrest the�r v�olence w�thout effect.

"Th�s ed�f�ce was commenced �n the summer of 1844, and has
been �n progress from that t�me unt�l November last, when the work
was suspended for the w�nter, and resumed, as before stated, on the
day �n wh�ch �t was consumed. It was bu�lt of wood, one hundred and
seventy-f�ve feet long, three stor�es h�gh, w�th att�cs d�v�ded �nto
pleasant and conven�ent rooms for s�ngle persons. The second and
th�rd stor�es were d�v�ded �nto fourteen houses �ndependent of each
other, w�th a parlor and three sleep�ng-rooms �n each, connected by
p�azzas wh�ch ran the whole length of the bu�ld�ng on both stor�es.
The basement conta�ned a large and commod�ous k�tchen, a d�n�ng-
hall capable of seat�ng from three to four hundred persons, two
publ�c saloons, and a spac�ous hall or lecture-room. Although by no
means a model for the Phalanstery or un�tary ed�f�ce of a Phalanx, �t
was well adapted for our purposes at present, s�tuated on a del�ghtful
em�nence, wh�ch commanded a most extens�ve and p�cturesque
v�ew, and afford�ng accommodat�ons and conven�ences �n the
comb�ned order, wh�ch �n many respects would grat�fy even a
fast�d�ous taste. The actual expend�ture upon the bu�ld�ng, �nclud�ng
the labor performed by the Assoc�at�on, amounted to about $7,000;
and $3,000 more, �t was est�mated, would be suff�c�ent for �ts
complet�on. As �t was not yet �n use by the Assoc�at�on, and unt�l the
day of �ts destruct�on, not exposed to f�re, no �nsurance had been



effected. It was bu�lt by �nvestments �n our loan-stock, and the loss
falls upon the holders of partnersh�p-stock and the members of the
Assoc�at�on.

"It �s some allev�at�on of the great calam�ty wh�ch we have
susta�ned, that �t came upon us at th�s t�me rather than at a later
per�od. The house was not endeared to us by any grateful
recollect�ons; the tender and hallowed assoc�at�ons of home had not
yet begun to cluster around �t; and although we looked upon �t w�th
joy and hope, as dest�ned to occupy an �mportant sphere �n the
soc�al movement to wh�ch �t was consecrated, �ts destruct�on does
not rend asunder those sacred t�es wh�ch b�nd us to the dwell�ngs
that have thus far been the scene of our to�ls and of our
sat�sfact�ons. We could not part w�th e�ther of the houses �n wh�ch we
have l�ved at Brook Farm, w�thout a sadness l�ke that wh�ch we
should feel at the departure of a bosom fr�end. The destruct�on of our
ed�f�ce makes no essent�al change �n our pursu�ts. It leaves no fam�ly
dest�tute of a home; �t d�sturbs no domest�c arrangements; �t puts us
to no �mmed�ate �nconven�ence. The morn�ng after the d�saster, �f a
stranger had not seen the smok�ng p�le of ru�ns, he would not have
suspected that any th�ng extraord�nary had taken place. Our schools
were attended as usual; our �ndustry �n full operat�on; and not a look
or express�on of despondency could have been perce�ved. The
calam�ty �s felt to be great; we do not attempt to conceal from
ourselves �ts consequences: but �t has been met w�th a calmness
and h�gh trust, wh�ch g�ves us a new proof of the power of
assoc�ated l�fe to qu�cken the best elements of character, and to
prepare men for every emergency.

"We shall be pardoned for enter�ng �nto these almost personal
deta�ls, for we know that the numerous fr�ends of Assoc�at�on �n
every part of our land, w�ll feel our m�sfortune as �f �t were a pr�vate
gr�ef of the�r own. We have rece�ved noth�ng but express�ons of the
most generous sympathy from every quarter, even from those who
m�ght be supposed to take the least �nterest �n our purposes; and we
are sure that our fr�ends �n the cause of soc�al un�ty w�ll share w�th us
the affl�ct�on that has v�s�ted a branch of the�r own fratern�ty.



"We have no w�sh to keep out of s�ght the magn�tude of our loss.
In our present �nfant state, �t �s a severe tr�al of our strength. We can
not now calculate �ts ult�mate effect. It may prove more than we are
able to bear; or l�ke other prev�ous calam�t�es, �t may serve to b�nd us
more closely to each other, and to the holy cause to wh�ch we are
devoted. We awa�t the result w�th calm hope, susta�ned by our fa�th
�n the un�versal Prov�dence, whose soc�al laws we have endeavored
to ascerta�n and embody �n our da�ly l�ves.

"It may not be �mproper to state, as we are speak�ng of our own
affa�rs more fully than we have felt at l�berty to do before �n the
columns of our paper, that, whatever be our tr�als of an external
character, we have every reason to rejo�ce �n the �nternal cond�t�on of
our Assoc�at�on. For the last few months �t has more nearly than ever
approached the �dea of a true soc�al order. The greatest harmony
preva�ls among us; not a d�scordant note �s heard; a sp�r�t of
fr�endsh�p, of brotherly k�ndness, of char�ty, dwells w�th us and
blesses us; our soc�al resources have been greatly mult�pl�ed; and
our devot�on to the cause wh�ch has brought us together, rece�ves
new strength every day. Whatever may be �n reserve for us, we have
an �nf�n�te sat�sfact�on �n the true relat�ons wh�ch have un�ted us, and
the assurance that our enterpr�se has sprung from a des�re to obey
the D�v�ne law. We feel assured that no outward d�sappo�ntment or
calam�ty can ch�ll our zeal for the real�zat�on of a D�v�ne order of
soc�ety, or abate our effort �n the sphere wh�ch may be po�nted out
by our best judgment as most favorable to the cause wh�ch we have
at heart."

In the next number of the Harb�nger (March 21), an ed�tor�al
addressed to the fr�ends of Brook Farm, �nd�cated some depress�on
and uncerta�nty. The follow�ng are extracts from �t:

"We do not altogether agree w�th our fr�ends, �n the �mportance
wh�ch they attach to the spec�al movement at Brook Farm; we have
never professed to be able to represent the �dea of Assoc�at�on w�th
the scanty resources at our command; nor would the d�scont�nuance
of our establ�shment or of any of the part�al attempts wh�ch are now



�n progress, �n the sl�ghtest degree weaken our fa�th �n the
assoc�at�ve system, or our conv�ct�on that �t w�ll sooner or later be
adopted as the only form of soc�ety su�ted to the nature of man and
�n accordance w�th the D�v�ne w�ll. We have never attempted any
th�ng more than to prepare the way for Assoc�at�on, by
demonstrat�ng some of the lead�ng �deas on wh�ch the theory �s
founded; �n th�s we have had the most grat�fy�ng success; but we
have always regarded ourselves only as the humble p�oneers �n the
work, wh�ch would be carr�ed on by others to �ts magn�f�cent
consummat�on, and have been content to wa�t and to�l for the
development of the cause and the complet�on of our hope.

"St�ll we have establ�shed a center of �nfluence here for the
assoc�at�ve movement, wh�ch we shall spare no effort to susta�n. We
are fully aware of the �mportance of th�s; and noth�ng but the most
�nexorable necess�ty, w�ll w�thdraw the congen�al sp�r�ts that are
gathered �n soc�al un�on here, from the work wh�ch has always called
forth the�r most earnest devotedness and enthus�asm. S�nce our
d�saster occurred, there has not been an express�on or symptom of
despondency among our number; all are resolute and calm;
determ�ned to stand by each other and by the cause; ready to
encounter st�ll greater sacr�f�ces than have as yet been demanded of
them; and des�rous only to adopt the course wh�ch may be
presented by the clearest d�ctates of duty. The loss wh�ch we have
susta�ned occas�ons us no �mmed�ate �nconven�ence, does not
�nterfere w�th any of our present operat�ons; although �t �s a total
destruct�on of resources on wh�ch we had conf�dently rel�ed, and
must �nev�tably derange our plans for the enlargement of the
Assoc�at�on and the extens�on of our �ndustry. We have a f�rm and
cheerful hope, however, of be�ng able to do much for the �llustrat�on
of the cause w�th the mater�als that rema�n. They are far too valuable
to be d�spersed, or appl�ed to any other object; and w�th favorable
c�rcumstances w�ll be able to accompl�sh much for the real�zat�on of
soc�al un�ty."

Th�s f�re was a d�saster from wh�ch Brook Farm never recovered.
The organ�zat�on l�ngered, and the Harb�nger cont�nued to be



publ�shed there, t�ll October 1847; but the hope of becom�ng a model
Phalanx d�ed out long before that t�me. The Harb�nger �s very ret�cent
�n relat�on to the deta�ls of the d�ssolut�on. We can only g�ve the
reader the follow�ng scraps h�nt�ng at the end:

[From the New York Tr�bune (August, 1847), �n answer to an
allegat�on �n the New York Observer

that "the Brook Farm Assoc�at�on, wh�ch was near Boston, had
wound up �ts affa�rs some t�me s�nce."]

"The Brook Farm Assoc�at�on not only was, but �s near Boston,
and the Harb�nger �s st�ll publ�shed from �ts press. But, hav�ng been
started w�thout cap�tal, exper�ence or �ndustr�al capac�ty, w�thout
reference to or knowledge of Four�er's or any other systemat�c plan
of Assoc�at�on, on a most unfavorable local�ty, bought at a h�gh pr�ce,
and constantly under mortgage, th�s Assoc�at�on �s about to d�ssolve,
when the paper w�ll be removed to th�s c�ty, w�th the master-sp�r�ts of
Brook Farm as ed�tors. The Observer w�ll have ample opportun�ty to
judge how far exper�ence has mod�f�ed the�r conv�ct�ons or �mpa�red
the�r energ�es."

[From a report of a Boston Convent�on of Assoc�at�on�sts, �n the
Harb�nger, October 23, 1847.]

"The break�ng up of the l�fe at Brook Farm was frequently alluded
to, espec�ally by Mr. R�pley, who, on the eve of enter�ng a new
sphere of labor for the same great cause, appeared �n all h�s
�ndom�table strength and cheerfulness, tr�umphant am�d outward
fa�lure. The owls and bats and other b�rds of �ll omen wh�ch utter the�r
oracles �n lead�ng pol�t�cal and sectar�an rel�g�ous journals, and wh�ch
are bus�ly croak�ng and screech�ng of the downfall of Assoc�at�on,
had they been present at th�s meet�ng, could the�r weak eyes have
borne so much l�ght, would never aga�n have coupled fa�lure w�th the
thought of such men, nor enterta�ned a feel�ng other than of envy of
exper�ence l�ke the�rs."



The next number of the Harb�nger (October 30, 1847) announced
that that paper would �n future be publ�shed �n New York under the
ed�tor�al charge of Parke Godw�n, ass�sted by George R�pley and
Charles A. Dana �n New York, and W�ll�am H. Chann�ng and John S.
Dw�ght �n Boston. Th�s of course �mpl�ed the d�spers�on of the Brook
Farmers, and the d�ssolut�on of the Assoc�at�on; and th�s �s all we
know about �t.

The years 1846 and 1847 were fatal to most of the Four�er
exper�ments. Horace Greeley, under date of July 1847, wrote to the
People's Journal the follow�ng account of what may be called,

Four�er�sm reduced to a Forlorn Hope.
"As to the Assoc�at�on�sts (by the�r adversar�es termed

'Four�er�tes'), w�th whom I am proud to be numbered, the�r
beg�nn�ngs are yet too recent to just�fy me �n ask�ng for the�r h�story
any cons�derable space �n your columns. Br�efly, however, the f�rst
that was heard �n th�s country of Four�er and h�s v�ews (beyond a
l�ttle c�rcle of perhaps a hundred persons �n two or three of our large
c�t�es, who had p�cked up some not�on of them �n France or from
French wr�t�ngs), was �n 1840, when Albert Br�sbane publ�shed h�s
f�rst synops�s of Four�er's theory of �ndustr�al and household
Assoc�at�on. S�nce then, the subject has been cons�derably
d�scussed, and several attempts of some sort have been made to
actual�ze Four�er's �deas, generally by men dest�tute al�ke of
capac�ty, publ�c conf�dence, energy and means. In only one �nstance
that I have heard of was the land pa�d for on wh�ch the enterpr�se
commenced; not one of these vaunted 'Four�er Assoc�at�ons' ever
had the means of erect�ng a proper dwell�ng for so many as three
hundred people, even �f the land had been g�ven them. Of course,
the t�me for pay�ng the f�rst �nstallment on the mortgage cover�ng
the�r land has generally w�tnessed the d�ss�pat�on of the�r sangu�ne
dreams. Yet there are at least three of these embryo Assoc�at�ons
st�ll �n ex�stence; and, as each of these �s �n �ts th�rd or fourth year,
they may be supposed to g�ve some prom�se of v�tal�ty. They are the
North Amer�can Phalanx, near Leedsv�lle, New Jersey; the Trumbull
Phalanx, near Bracev�lle, Oh�o; and the W�scons�n Phalanx,



Ceresco, W�scons�n. Each of these has a cons�derable doma�n
nearly or wholly pa�d for, �s �mprov�ng the so�l, �ncreas�ng �ts annual
products, and establ�sh�ng some branches of manufactures. Each,
though far enough from be�ng a perfect Assoc�at�on, �s an�mated w�th
the hope of becom�ng one, as rap�dly as exper�ence, t�me and
means w�ll allow."

Of the three Phalanxes thus ment�oned as the rear-guard of
Four�er�sm, one—the Trumbull—d�sappeared about four months
afterward (very nearly at the t�me of the d�spers�on of Brook Farm),
and another—the W�scons�n—lasted only a year longer, leav�ng the
North Amer�can alone for the last four years of �ts ex�stence.

Brook Farm �n �ts funct�on of propagand�st (wh�ch �s always
expens�ve and exhaust�ng at the best), must have been sadly
depressed by the fa�lures that crowded upon �t �n �ts last days; and �t
�s not to be wondered that �t d�ed w�th �ts ch�ldren and k�ndred.

If we m�ght suggest a transcendental reason for the fa�lure of
Brook Farm, we should say that �t had naturally a del�cate
const�tut�on, that was l�able to be shattered by d�sasters and
sympath�es; and the causes of th�s weakness must be sought for �n
the character of the afflatus that organ�zed �t. The transcendental
afflatus, l�ke that of Pentecost, had �n �t two elements, v�z.,
Commun�sm, and "the g�ft of tongues;" or �n other words, the
tendency to rel�g�ous and soc�al un�ty, represented by Chann�ng and
R�pley; and the tendency to l�terature, represented by Emerson and
Margaret Fuller. But the proport�on of these elements was d�fferent
from that of Pentecost. The tendency to utterance was the strongest.
Emerson preva�led over Chann�ng even �n Brook Farm; nay, �n
Chann�ng h�mself, and �n R�pley, Dana and all the rest of the Brook
Farm leaders. In fact they went over from pract�cal Commun�sm to
l�terary utterance when they assumed the propagand�sm of
Four�er�sm; and utterance has been the�r vocat�on ever s�nce. A
s�m�lar phenomenon occurred �n the h�story of the great l�terary tr�o of
England, Coler�dge, Wordsworth and Southey. The�r or�g�nal afflatus
carr�ed them to the verge of Commun�sm; but "the�r g�ft of tongues"
preva�led and spo�led them. And the tendency to l�terature, as



represented by Emerson, �s the farthest oppos�te of Commun�sm,
f�nd�ng �ts summum bonum �n �nd�v�dual�sm and �ncoherent �nstead of
organ�c �nsp�rat�on.

The end of Brook Farm was v�rtually the end of Four�er�sm. One or
two Phalanxes l�ngered afterward, and the Harb�nger, was cont�nued
a year or two �n New York; but the enthus�asm of v�ctory and hope
was gone; and the Brook Farm leaders, as soon as a proper
trans�t�on could be effected, passed �nto the serv�ce of the Tr�bune.

Dur�ng the fatal year follow�ng the f�re at Brook Farm, the famous
controversy between Greeley and Raymond took place, wh�ch we
have ment�oned as Greeley's last battle �n defense of retreat�ng
Four�er�sm. It commenced on the 20th of November, 1846, and
ended on the 20th of May, 1847, each of the combatants del�ver�ng
twelve well-shotted art�cles �n the�r respect�ve papers, the Tr�bune
and the Cour�er and Enqu�rer, wh�ch were afterward publ�shed
together �n pamphlet-form by the Harpers. Parton, �n h�s b�ography of
Greeley, says at the beg�nn�ng of h�s report of that d�scuss�on, "It
f�n�shed Four�er�sm �n the Un�ted States;" and aga�n at the close
—"Thus ended Four�er�sm. Thenceforth the Tr�bune alluded to the
subject occas�onally, but only �n reply to those who sought to make
pol�t�cal or personal cap�tal by rev�v�ng �t."

CHAPTER XLIII.

THE SPIRITUALIST COMMUNITIES.ToC



We proposed at the beg�nn�ng to trace the h�story of the Owen and
Four�er movements, as compr�s�ng the substance of Amer�can
Soc�al�sms. After reach�ng the term�nus of th�s course, �t �s st�ll proper
to ava�l ourselves of the stat�on we have reached, to take a b�rds-eye
v�ew of th�ngs beyond.

We must not, however, wander from our subject. C�-��������� �s
the present theme of enthus�asm �n the Tr�bune, and among many of
the old representat�ves of Four�er�sm. But Co-operat�on �s not
Soc�al�sm. It �s a very �nterest�ng subject, and doubtless w�ll have �ts
h�story; but �t does not belong to our programme. Its place �s among
the preparat�ons of Soc�al�sm. It �s not to be classed w�th Owen�sm,
Four�er�sm and Shaker�sm; but w�th Insurance, Sav�ng's Banks and
Protect�ve Un�ons. It �s not even the offspr�ng of the theoret�cal
Soc�al�sms, but rather a product of general common sense and
exper�ment among the work�ng classes. It �s the appl�cat�on of the
pr�nc�ple of comb�nat�on to the bus�ness of buy�ng and d�str�but�ng
goods; whereas Soc�al�sm proper �s the appl�cat�on of that pr�nc�ple
to domest�c arrangements, and requ�res at the lowest, local
gather�ngs and comb�nat�ons of homes. If the old Soc�al�sts have
turned as�de or gone back to Co-operat�on, �t �s because they have
lost the�r or�g�nal fa�th, and l�ke the Israel�tes that came out of Egypt,
are wander�ng the�r forty years �n the w�lderness, �nstead of enter�ng
the prom�sed land �n three days, as they expected.

We do not bel�eve that the Amer�can people have lost s�ght of the
great hope wh�ch Owen and Four�er set before them, or w�ll be
contented w�th any th�ng less than un�ty of �nterests carr�ed �nto all
the affa�rs of l�fe. Co-operat�on as one of the preparat�ons for th�s
un�ty, �s �nterest�ng them at the present t�me, �n the absence of any
prom�s�ng scheme of real Soc�al�sm. But they are �nterested �n �t
rather as a movement among the oppressed operat�ves of Europe,
where noth�ng h�gher can be attempted, than as a consummat�on
worthy of the progress that has commenced �n Young Amer�ca.

Our present bus�ness as h�stor�ans of Amer�can Soc�al�sms, �s not
w�th Co-operat�on, but w�th exper�ments �n actual Assoc�at�on wh�ch
have occurred s�nce the downfall of Four�er�sm.



The term�nus we have reached �s 1847, the year of Brook Farm's
decease. S�nce then "Modern Sp�r�tual�sm" has been the great
Amer�can exc�tat�on. And �t �s �nterest�ng to observe that all the
Soc�al�sms that we have surveyed, sent streams (�f they d�d not
altogether debouch) �nto th�s gulf. It �s well known that Robert Owen
�n h�s last days was converted to Sp�r�tual�sm, and transferred all he
could of h�s soc�al�st�c stock to that �nterest. H�s successor, Robert
Dale Owen, has not carr�ed forward the commun�st�c schemes of h�s
father, but has been the busy patron of Sp�r�tual�sm. Several other
�nd�rect but �mportant anastomoses of Owen�sm w�th Sp�r�tual�sm
may be traced; one, through Jos�ah Warren and h�s school of
Ind�v�dual Sovere�gnty at Modern T�mes, where N�chols and Andrews
developed the germ of sp�r�tual�st�c free-love; another (cur�ously
enough), through Elder Evans of New Lebanon, who was or�g�nally
an Owen man, and now may be sa�d to be a common center of
Shaker�sm, Owen�sm and Sp�r�tual�sm. In h�s auto-b�ograph�cal
art�cles �n the Atlant�c Monthly he ma�nta�ned that Shaker�sm was the
actual mother of Sp�r�tual�sm, and had the f�rst run of the
"man�festat�ons," that afterwards were called the "Rochester
rapp�ngs." And lastly, Four�er�sm, by �ts marr�age w�th
Swedenborg�an�sm at Brook Farm, and �n many other ways, gave �ts
strength to Sp�r�tual�sm.

It �s a po�nt of h�story worth not�ng here, that Mr. Br�sbane �s
ment�oned �n the �ntroduct�on to Andrew Jackson Dav�s's
Revelat�ons, as one of the w�tnesses of the seances �n wh�ch that
work was uttered. C.W. Webber, a sp�r�tual�st�c expert, �n the
�ntroduct�on to h�s story of "Sp�r�tual Vamp�r�sm," refers to th�s
conjunct�on of Four�er�sm w�th Sp�r�tual�sm, as follows:

"No man, who has kept h�mself �nformed of the psycholog�cal
h�story and progress of h�s race, can by any means fa�l to recogn�ze
at once, �n the pretended 'revelat�ons' of Dav�s, the mere d�sjecta
membra of the systems so extens�vely promulgated by Four�er and
Swedenborg. Dav�s, dur�ng the whole per�od of h�s 'utter�ngs,' was
surrounded by groups, cons�st�ng of the d�sc�ples of Four�er and
Swedenborg; as, for �nstance, the lead�ng Four�er�te of Amer�ca [Mr.



Br�sbane] was, for a t�me, a constant attendant upon those
myster�ous meet�ngs, at wh�ch the myths of �nnocent Dav�s were
formally announced from the cond�t�on of cla�rvoyance, and
transcr�bed by h�s keeper, for the press; wh�le the ch�ef exponent and
m�n�ster of Swedenborg�an�sm �n New York [George Bush] was often
seated s�de by s�de w�th h�m. Can �t be poss�ble that these men
fa�led to comprehend, as thought after thought, pr�nc�ple after
pr�nc�ple, was enunc�ated �n the�r presence, wh�ch they had
prev�ously supposed to belong exclus�vely to the�r own schools, that
the 'revelat�on' was merely a sympathet�c reflex of the�r own der�ved
systems? It was no acc�dent; for, as often as Four�er�sm
predom�nated �n 'the even�ng lecture,' �t was sure that the pr�me
representat�ve of Four�er was present; and when the pecul�ar v�ews
of Swedenborg preva�led, �t was equally certa�n that he was forc�bly
represented �n the conclave. Somet�mes both schools were present;
and on those �dent�cal occas�ons we have a compos�te system of
metaphys�cs promulgated, wh�ch exh�b�ted, most cons�stently, the
doctr�nes of Swedenborg and Four�er, jumbled �n l�beral and
extraord�nary confus�on."

As m�ght be expected, Sp�r�tual�sm has taken someth�ng from
each of the Soc�al�sms wh�ch have empt�ed �nto �t. It �s obv�ous
enough that �t has the omn�vorous marvelousness of the Shakers,
comb�ned w�th the �nf�del�ty of the Owen�tes. But probably the world
knows l�ttle of the tendency to soc�al�st�c speculat�on and exper�ment
wh�ch �t has �nher�ted from all three of �ts confluents. It has had very
l�ttle success �n �ts local attempts at Assoc�at�on; and th�s has been
ow�ng ch�efly to the super�or tenac�ty of �ts devot�on to the great
antagon�st of Assoc�at�on, Ind�v�dual Sovere�gnty, wh�ch devot�on
also �t �nher�ted spec�ally from Owen through Warren, and generally
from both the Owen and Four�er schools. In consequence of �ts
never hav�ng been able to produce more than very short-l�ved
abort�ons of Commun�t�es, �ts Soc�al�sms have not attracted much
attent�on; but �t has been cont�nually speculat�ng and schem�ng
about Assoc�at�on, and �ts attempts on all sorts of plans rang�ng
between Owen�sm and Four�er�sm, w�th �nsp�rat�on superadded,
have been almost numberless.



One of the f�rst of these sp�r�tual�st�c attempts, and probably a
favorable spec�men of the whole, was the Mounta�n Cove
Commun�ty. Hav�ng appl�ed �n va�n for �nformat�on, to several
persons who had the best opportun�ty to know about th�s
Commun�ty, we must content ourselves w�th a very �mperfect sketch,
obta�ned ch�efly from statements and references furn�shed by
Macdonald, and from documents �n the f�les of the One�da C�rcular.

All the w�tnesses we have found, test�fy that th�s Commun�ty was
set on foot by the rapp�ng sp�r�ts �n a large c�rcle of Sp�r�tual�sts at
Auburn, New York, somet�me between the years 1851 and 1853. It
appears to have had act�ve const�tuents at One�da, Verona, and
other places �n One�da and Mad�son Count�es. Several of the lead�ng
"New York Perfect�on�sts" �n those places were consp�cuous �n the
prel�m�nary proceed�ngs, and some of them actually jo�ned the
em�grat�on to V�rg�n�a. The f�rst reference to the movement that we
have found, �s �n a letter from Mr. H.N. Leet, publ�shed �n the
C�rcular, November 16, 1851. He says:



"The 'rapp�ngs' have attracted my attent�on. I have scarcely known
whether I should have to cons�der them as wholly of earth, or regard
them as from Hades; or even be 'sucked �n' w�th the other old
Perfect�on�sts. The reports I hear from abroad are wonderful, and
some of them well calculated to make men excla�m, 'Th�s �s the great
power of God!' But what I see and hear partakes largely of the
r�d�culous, �f not the contempt�ble. They have had frequent meet�ngs
at the houses of Messrs. Warren, Foot, Gould, Stone, Mrs.
H�tchcock, etc.; and 'a ch�el's amang them them tak�ng notes;' but
whether he w�ll 'prent 'em' or not, �s uncerta�n. I have from t�me to
t�me been wr�t�ng out what facts have come under my observat�on,
and do so yet.

"Yesterday �n the�r meet�ng, I heard extracts of letters from Mr.
H�tchcock wr�tten from V�rg�n�a; �n wh�ch he states that they have
found the garden of Eden, the �dent�cal spot where our f�rst parents
s�nned, and on wh�ch no human foot has trod s�nce Adam and Eve
were dr�ven out; that h�mself, Ira S. H�tchcock, was the f�rst who has
been perm�tted to set h�s foot upon �t; and further, that �n all the
convuls�ons of nature, the upheav�ngs and depress�ons, th�s spot
has rema�ned und�sturbed as �t or�g�nally appeared. Th�s �s the spot
that �s to form the center �n the redempt�on now at hand; and parts
adjacent are, by convuls�ons and a reverse process, to be restored
to the�r pr�meval state. Th�s �s the substance of what I heard read.
The revelat�on was sa�d to have been spelled out to them by raps
from Paul."

In a subsequent letter publ�shed �n the C�rcular December 14,
1851, Mr. Leete sent us the sp�r�tual document wh�ch summoned the
sa�nts to Mounta�n Cove, �ntroduc�ng �t as follows:

"I send �nclosed an authent�c copy of a pr�nted c�rcular, sa�d to
have been rece�ved by Mr. Scott, the sp�r�tual leader of the V�rg�n�a
movement, �n th�s manner, v�z.: the words were seen �n a v�s�on,
pr�nted �n space, one at a t�me, declared off by h�m, and wr�tten down
by some one else."



Mounta�n Cove C�rcular.
"Go! Scarcely let t�me �ntervene. Escape the vales of death. Pass

from beneath the cloud of magnet�c human glory. Flee to the
mounta�ns wh�ther I d�rect. Rest �n the�r embrace, and �n a place
fash�oned and appo�nted of old. There the dark cloud of magnet�c
death has never rested. For I, the Lord, have thus decreed, and �n
my purpose have I sworn, and �t shall come to pass. T�me wa�teth for
no man.

"For above the power of s�n a storm �s gather�ng that shall sweep
away the refuge of l�es. Come out of her, O, my people! for the�r sun
shall be darkened, and the�r moon turned �nto blood, and the�r stars
shall fall from the�r heaven. The Samson of strength feeleth for the
p�llars of the temple. Her foundat�on already moveth. Her ru�n stayeth
for the rescue of my people.

"The c�ty of refuge �s bu�lded as a h�d�ng place and a shelter; as
the shadow of a great rock �n a weary land; as an asylum for the
affl�cted; a safety for those flee�ng from the power of s�n wh�ch
pursueth to destroy. In that mounta�n my people shall rest secure.
Above �t the cloud of glory descendeth. Thence �t encompasseth the
sa�nts. There angels shall ascend and descend. There the soul shall
feast and be sat�sf�ed. There �s the bread and the water of l�fe. 'And
�n th�s mounta�n shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast
of fat th�ngs, a feast of w�nes on the lees, of fat th�ngs full of marrow,
of w�nes on the lees well ref�ned. And he w�ll destroy �n th�s mounta�n
the face of the cover�ng cast over all people, and the va�l that �s
spread over all nat�ons. He w�ll swallow up death �n v�ctory; and the
Lord God w�ll w�pe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of
h�s people shall he take away from off all the earth; for the Lord hath
spoken �t.' And I w�ll defend Z�on, for she �s my chosen. There shall
the redeemed descend. There shall my people be made one. There
shall the glory of the Lord appear, descend�ng from the tabernacle of
the Most H�gh.

"The end �s not yet.



"You are the chosen. Go, bear the reproaches of my people. Go
w�thout the camp. Lead �n the conquest. Vanqu�sh the foe. As ye
have been b�dden, meekly obey. Parad�se hath no need of the th�ngs
that ye love so dearly. For earthly apparel, �f obed�ent, ye shall have
garments of r�ghteousness and salvat�on. For earthly treasures, ye
shall gather grapage from your Maker's throne. For tears, ye shall
have jewels, as dewdrops from heaven. For s�ghs, notes of celest�al
melody. For death, ye shall have l�fe. For sorrow, ye shall have
fulness of joy. Cease, then, your earthly struggle. All ye love or
value, ye shall st�ll possess. Earth �s depart�ng. The powers and
�mag�nat�ons of men are roll�ng together l�ke a scroll. Escape the
wreck ere �t leaps �nto the abyss of woe. Forget not each other. Bear
w�th each other. Love each other. Go forth as lambs to the slaughter.
For lo, thy K�ng cometh, and ere thou art sla�n he shall defend. K�ss
the rod that sm�tes thee, and bow chastened at thy Maker's throne."

Here occurs a long break �n our �nformat�on, extend�ng from
December 1851, to July 1853. How the Commun�ty was establ�shed
and what progress �t made �n that �nterval, the reader must �mag�ne
for h�mself. Our leap �s from the beg�nn�ng to near the end. The
Sp�r�tual Telegraph of July 2, 1853, conta�ned the follow�ng:

"M������� C��� C��������.—We copy below an art�cle from the
Journal of Progress, publ�shed �n New York. It �s from the pen of Mr.
Hyatt, who was for a t�me a member of the Commun�ty at Mounta�n
Cove. Mr. Hyatt �s a consc�ent�ous man, and �s st�ll a f�rm bel�ever �n
a rat�onal Sp�r�tual�sm. We have never regarded the cla�ms of
Messrs. Scott and Harr�s w�th favor, though we have thought and st�ll
th�nk, that the mot�ves and l�fe of the latter were always honorable
and pure. There are other persons at the Mounta�n who are justly
esteemed for the�r v�rtues; but we most s�ncerely bel�eve they are
deluded by the absurd pretens�ons of Mr. Scott."

[From the Journal of Progress.]



"Most of our readers are undoubtedly aware that there �s a
company of Sp�r�tual�sts now res�d�ng at Mounta�n Cove, V�rg�n�a,
whose cla�ms of sp�r�tual �ntercourse are of a somewhat d�fferent
nature from those usually put forth by bel�evers �n other parts of the
country.

"Th�s movement grew out of a large c�rcle of Sp�r�tual�sts at
Auburn, New York, nearly two years s�nce; but the pretens�ons on
the part of the pr�me movers became of a far more �mpos�ng nature
than they were �n Auburn, soon after the�r locat�on at Mounta�n Cove.
It �s cla�med that they were d�rected to the place wh�ch they now
occupy, by God, �n fulf�llment of certa�n prophec�es �n Isa�ah, for the
purpose of redeem�ng all who would co-operate w�th them and be
d�ctated by the�r counsel; and the place wh�ch they occupy �s
denom�nated 'the Holy Mounta�n, wh�ch was sanct�f�ed and set apart
for the redempt�on of h�s people.'

"The pr�nc�pal med�ums, James L. Scott and Thomas L. Harr�s,
profess absolute D�v�ne �nsp�rat�on, and ent�re �nfall�b�l�ty; that the
�nf�n�te God commun�cates w�th them d�rectly, w�thout �ntermed�ate
agency; and that by h�m they are preserved from the poss�b�l�ty of
error �n any of the�r d�ctat�ons wh�ch cla�m a sp�r�tual or�g�n.

"By v�rtue of these assumpt�ons, and cla�m�ng to be the words of
God, all the pr�nc�ples and rules of pract�ce, whether of a sp�r�tual or
temporal nature, wh�ch govern the bel�evers �n that place, are
d�ctated by the �nd�v�duals above ment�oned. Among the
commun�cat�ons thus rece�ved, wh�ch are usually �n the form of
arb�trary decrees, are requ�rements wh�ch pos�t�vely forb�d those who
have once formed a bel�ef �n the d�v�n�ty of the movement, the
pr�v�lege of cr�t�c�s�ng, or �n any degree reason�ng upon, the orders
and commun�cat�ons uttered; or �n other words, the d�sc�ples are
forb�dden the pr�v�lege of hav�ng any reason or consc�ence at all,
except that wh�ch �s prescr�bed to them by th�s oracle. The most
unl�m�ted demands of the controll�ng �ntell�gence must be acceded to
by �ts followers, or they w�ll be thrust w�thout the pale of the cla�med
D�v�ne �nfluence, and utter and �rretr�evable ru�n �s announced as the
penalty.



"In keep�ng w�th such pretens�ons, these 'Matth�ases' have cla�med
for God h�s own property; and hence men are requ�red to y�eld up
the�r stewardsh�ps: that �s, rel�nqu�sh the�r temporal possess�ons to
the Alm�ghty. And, �n pursuance of th�s, there has been a large
quant�ty of land �n that v�c�n�ty deeded w�thout reserve by
consc�ent�ous bel�evers, to the human v�cegerents of God above
ment�oned, w�th the understand�ng that such conveyance �s v�rtually
made to the De�ty!

"As would �nev�tably be the case, th�s mode of operat�ons has
awakened �n the m�nds of the more reason�ng and reflect�ve
members, d�strust and unbel�ef, wh�ch has caused some, w�th great
pecun�ary loss, to w�thdraw from the Commun�ty, and w�th others
who rema�n, has r�pened �nto d�saffect�on and v�olent oppos�t�on; and
the present cond�t�on of the 'Holy Mounta�n' �s anyth�ng but that of
d�v�ne harmony. D�scord, slander and v�nd�ct�veness �s the order of
proceed�ngs, �n wh�ch one or both of the professed �nsp�red
med�ators take an act�ve part; and the prospect now �s, that the
cla�ms of d�v�ne author�ty �n the temporal matters of 'the Mounta�n,'
w�ll soon be tested, and the rul�ng power conceded to be absolute, or
else completely dethroned."

After the above, came the follow�ng counter-statement �n the
Sp�r�tual Telegraph, August 6, 1853:

C�nc�nnat�, July 14, 1853.
"M�. S.B. B������—S�r: A fr�end has handed me the Telegraph of

July 2, and d�rected my attent�on to an art�cle appear�ng �n that
number, headed 'Mounta�n Cove Commun�ty,' wh�ch, although
purport�ng to be from the pen of one fam�l�ar w�th our c�rcumstances
at the Cove, d�ffers w�dely from the facts �n our case.

"Suff�ce �t for the present to say, that Messrs. Scott and Harr�s,
e�ther jo�ntly or �nd�v�dually, for themselves, or as the 'human
v�cegerents of God,' have and hold no deed (as the art�cle quoted
from the Journal of Progress represents) of lands at the Cove.
Ne�ther have they pecun�ary supporters there. Nor are men res�d�ng



there requ�red or expected to deal w�th them upon terms as�de from
the ord�nary rules of bus�ness transact�ons. They have no cla�ms
upon men there for temporal benef�ts. They exact no t�thes, or even
any degree of compensat�on for publ�c serv�ces; and, although they
have preached and lectured to the people there dur�ng the�r sojourn
�n that country, they have never rece�ved for such serv�ces a penny;
and, except what they have rece�ved from a few l�beral fr�ends who
res�de �n other port�ons of the country, they secure the�r temporal
means by the�r own �ndustry. Moreover, for land and dwell�ngs
occup�ed by them, they are obl�gated to pay rent or lease-money;
and should they at any t�me obta�n a deed, accord�ng to present
wr�tten agreement, they are to pay the full value to those who are the
owners of the so�l and by v�rtue thereof st�ll reta�n the�r steward-sh�p.

"I have thus br�efly stated facts; facts of wh�ch I should have an
unb�ased knowledge, and of wh�ch I ought to be a competent judge.
These facts I have ample means to authent�cate, and together w�th a
full and expl�c�t statement of the nature of the lease, when due the
publ�c, �f ever, I shall not hes�tate to g�ve. And from these the reader
may determ�ne the character of the ent�re expose, so l�berally
�ndorsed, as also other statements so freely trumpeted, relat�ve to us
at Mounta�n Cove.

"From some years of the most �nt�mate �ntercourse w�th the Rev.
T.L. Harr�s, surrounded by c�rcumstances calculated to try men's
souls, I am prepared to bear test�mony to your statements relat�ve to
h�s goodness and pur�ty; and w�ll add, that were all men of l�ke
character, earth would enjoy a sav�ng change, and that r�ght
speed�ly.

"Assured that your sense of r�ght w�ll secure for th�s br�ef
statement, equal notor�ety w�th the charges preferred aga�nst us—
hence a place �n the columns of the Telegraph;

I am, &c.,  J.L. Scott."

Th�s counter-statement has the a�r of spec�al plead�ng, and all the
�nformat�on that we have obta�ned by commun�cat�on w�th var�ous
ex-members of the Mounta�n Cove Commun�ty, goes to conf�rm the



substance of the preced�ng charges. The follow�ng extracts from a
letter �n reply to some of our quest�ons, �s a spec�men:

"There were �nd�cat�ons �n the acts of one or more �nd�v�duals at
Mounta�n Cove, that pla�nly showed the�r des�re to get control of the
possess�ons wh�ch other �nd�v�duals had saved as the fru�ts of the�r
�ndustry and economy. Those ev�l des�gns were frustrated by those
who were the �ntended v�ct�ms of the crafty, though not w�thout some
pecun�ary sacr�f�ce to the �nnocent."

From all th�s we �nfer that the Mounta�n Cove Commun�ty came to
�ts end �n the latter part of 1853, by a quarrel about property; wh�ch �s
all we know about �t.

Th�s was the most noted of the Sp�r�tual�st Commun�t�es. The rest
are not not�ced by Macdonald, and, so far as we know, hardly
deserve ment�on.

CHAPTER XLIV.

THE BROCTON COMMUNITY.ToC

We are forb�dden to class th�s Assoc�at�on w�th the Sp�r�tual�st
Commun�t�es, by a pos�t�ve d�scla�mer on the part of �ts founders: as
the reader w�ll see further on. Otherw�se we should have sa�d that
the Brocton Commun�ty �s the last of the ser�es wh�ch commenced at
Mounta�n Cove. Thomas L. Harr�s, the leader at Brocton, was also
one of the two leaders at Mounta�n Cove, and as



Swedenborg�an�sm, h�s present fa�th, �s certa�nly a spec�es of
Sp�r�tual�sm, not altogether unrelated to the more popular k�nd wh�ch
he held �n the t�mes of Mounta�n Cove, we can not be far wrong �n
count�ng the Brocton Commun�ty as one of the sequelæ of
Four�er�sm, and �n the true l�ne of success�on from Brook Farm.

After the bad fa�lure of non-rel�g�ous Soc�al�sm �n the Owen
exper�ments, and the worse fa�lure of sem�-rel�g�ous Soc�al�sm �n the
Four�er exper�ments, a lesson seems to have been learned, and a
tendency has come on, to lay the foundat�ons of soc�al�st�c
arch�tecture �n some k�nd of Sp�r�tual�sm, equ�valent to rel�g�on. Th�s
tendency commenced, as we have seen, among the Brook Farmers,
who promulgated Swedenborg�an�sm almost as zealously as they
d�d Four�er�sm. The same tendency �s seen �n the h�story of the
Owens, father and son. Thus, �t �s ev�dent that the ent�re Sp�r�tual�st�c
platform has been pushed forward by a large part of �ts const�tuency,
as a hopeful bas�s of future Soc�al�sms. And the Brocton Commun�ty
seems to be the f�nal product and representat�ve of th�s tendency to
un�on between Sp�r�tual�sm and Soc�al�sm.

As Mr. Harr�s and Mr. Ol�phant, the two consp�cuous men at
Brocton, are both Engl�shmen, we m�ght almost class that
Commun�ty w�th the exot�cs, wh�ch do not properly come �nto our
h�story. But the close connect�on of Brocton w�th the Sp�r�tual�st�c
movement, and the general �nterest �t has exc�ted �n th�s country, on
the whole ent�tle �t to a place �n the records of Amer�can Soc�al�sms.
The follow�ng account �s comp�led from a br�ll�ant report �n the New
York Sun of Apr�l 30, 1869, wr�tten by Ol�ver Dyer:

H�story and Descr�pt�on of the Brocton Commun�ty.
"N�ne m�les beyond Dunk�rk, on the southerly shore of Lake Er�e,

�n the v�llage of Brocton, New York, �s a Commun�ty wh�ch, �n some
respects, and espec�ally as to the central �dea around wh�ch the
members gather, �s probably w�thout a parallel �n the annals of
mank�nd.

"The founder of th�s Commun�ty �s the Rev. Thomas Lake Harr�s,
an Engl�shman by b�rth, but whose parents came to th�s country



when he was three years old. He was for several years a noted
preacher of the Un�versal�st denom�nat�on �n New York.
Subsequently he went to England, where he had a not�ceable career
as a preacher of strange doctr�nes. Between f�ve and s�x years ago
he returned to th�s country, and settled �n Amen�a, Duchess County,
where he prospered as a banker and agr�cultur�st, unt�l �n October,
1867, he (as he cla�ms), �n obed�ence to the d�rect lead�ngs of God's
sp�r�t, took up h�s abode at h�s present res�dence �n Chautauqua
County, on the southerly shore of Lake Er�e, and founded the
Brocton Commun�ty.

"The tract of land owned and occup�ed by the Commun�ty,
compr�ses a l�ttle over s�xteen hundred acres, and �s about two and
a-half m�les long, by one m�le �n breadth. One-half of th�s tract was
purchased by Mr. Harr�s w�th h�s own money; the res�due was
purchased w�th the money of h�s assoc�ates and at the�r request �s
held by h�m �n trust for the Commun�ty. The ma�n bu�ld�ng on the
prem�ses (for there are several res�dences) �s a low, two-story ed�f�ce
straggl�ng over much ground.

"A deep valley runs through the estate, and along the bed of the
valley w�nds a cop�ous creek, on the northerly bank of wh�ch, at a
well-selected s�te, stands a saw-m�ll, [the �nev�table!] wh�ch seems to
have constant use for all �ts teeth.

"The land for the most part l�es warm to the sun, and �ts qual�ty
and pos�t�on are such that �t does not requ�re under-dra�n�ng, wh�ch
�s a great advantage. It �s bount�fully suppl�ed w�th wood and water
and �s var�egated �n surface and �n so�l.

"About e�ghty acres are �n grapes, of several var�et�es, among
wh�ch are the Concord, Isabella, Salem, Iona, Rogers's Hybr�d and
others. They expect much from the�r grapes. The �ntent�on �s to str�ve
for qual�ty rather than quant�ty, and to run pr�nc�pally to table fru�t of
an excellence wh�ch w�ll command the h�ghest pr�ces.

"It �s the �ntent�on of the Commun�ty to go extens�vely �nto the da�ry
bus�ness, and cons�derable progress has already been made �n that
d�rect�on. Other �ndustr�al matters are also be�ng dr�ven ahead w�th
sk�ll and v�gor; but a large port�on of the estate has yet to be brought



under cult�vat�on, and there �s a deal of hard work to be done to
make the 1,600 acres presentable, and to secure comfortable homes
for the workers.

"There are about s�xty adult members of the Commun�ty, bes�des a
number of ch�ldren. Among the rest are f�ve orthodox clergymen;
several representat�ves from Japan; several Amer�can lad�es of h�gh
soc�al pos�t�on and exqu�s�te culture, etc.

"But the members who attract the most attent�on, at least of the
newspaper world, are Lady Ol�phant and her son, Lawrence
Ol�phant, who are understood to be ex�les from h�gh places �n the
ar�stocracy of England.

"All these work together on terms of ent�re equal�ty, and all are
very harmon�ous �n rel�g�on, notw�thstand�ng the�r prev�ous d�vers�ty
of pos�t�on and fa�th.

"Th�s �s a very rel�g�ous Commun�ty. Swedenborg furn�shes the
or�g�nal doctr�nal and ph�losoph�cal bas�s of �ts fa�th, to wh�ch Mr.
Harr�s, as he conce�ves, has been led by Prov�dence to add other
and v�tal matters, wh�ch were unknown unt�l they were revealed
through h�m. They reverence the Scr�ptures as the very word of God.

"The fundamental rel�g�ous bel�ef of the Commun�ty may be
summed up �n the dogma, that there �s one God and only one, and
that he �s the Lord Jesus Chr�st. The rel�g�on of the Commun�ty �s
�ntensely pract�cal, and may be stated as, fa�th �n Chr�st, and a l�fe �n
accordance w�th h�s commandments.

"And here comes �n the quest�on, What �s a l�fe �n accordance w�th
Chr�st's commandments? Mr. Harr�s and h�s fellow bel�evers hold
that when a man �s 'born of the Sp�r�t,' he �s �nev�tably drawn �nto
communal relat�ons w�th h�s brethren, �n accordance w�th the
declarat�on that 'the d�sc�ples were of one heart and one m�nd, and
had all th�ngs �n common.'

"Th�s doctr�ne of Commun�sm has been held by myr�ads, and
repeated attempts have been made, but made �n va�n, to embody �t
�n actual l�fe. It �s natural, therefore, to d�strust any new attempt �n the
same d�rect�on. Mr. Harr�s �s aware of th�s general d�strust, and of the



reasons for �t; but he cla�ms that he has someth�ng wh�ch places h�s
attempt beyond the v�c�ss�tudes of chance, and bases �t upon
�mmutable certa�nty; that h�therto there has been no palpable
cr�ter�on whereby the ex�stence of God could be tested, no tang�ble
test whereby the �nd�cat�on of h�s w�ll could be determ�ned; but that
such cr�ter�on and test have now been vouchsafed, and that on such
cr�ter�on and test to h�m commun�cated, h�s Commun�ty �s founded.

"The p�vot on wh�ch th�s movement turns, the foundat�on on wh�ch
�t rests, the grand secret of the whole matter, �s known �n the
Commun�ty as 'open resp�rat�on,' also as 'd�v�ne resp�rat�on;' and the
start�ng po�nt of the theory �s, that God created man �n h�s own �mage
and l�keness, and breathed �nto h�m the breath of l�fe. That the
breath�ng �nto man of the breath of l�fe was the sens�ble po�nt of
contact between the d�v�ne and human, between God and man. That
man �n h�s holy state was, so to speak, d�rectly connected w�th God,
by means of what m�ght be l�kened to a sp�r�tual resp�ratory umb�l�cal
chord, wh�ch ran from God to man's �nmost or celest�al nature, and
constantly suffused h�m w�th a�rs from heaven, whereby h�s sp�r�tual
resp�rat�on or l�fe was supported, and h�s ent�re nature, phys�cal as
well as sp�r�tual, kept �n a state of godl�ke pur�ty and �nnocence,
w�thout, however, any �nfr�ngement of man's freedom.

"That after the fall of man th�s sp�r�tual resp�ratory connect�on
between God and man was severed, and the sp�r�tual �ntercourse
between the Creator and the creature brought to an end, and hence
sp�r�tual death. That the great po�nt �s to have th�s resp�ratory
connect�on w�th God restored. That Mr. Harr�s and those who are co-
operat�ng w�th h�m have had �t restored, and are �n the constant
enjoyment thereof. That �t �s by th�s d�v�ne resp�rat�on, and by no
other means, that a human be�ng can get �rrefragable, tang�ble,
sat�sfactory ev�dence that God �s God, and that man has or can have
conjunct�on w�th God. Th�s d�v�ne resp�rat�on reta�ns all that �s of the
natural resp�rat�on as �ts base and fulcrum, and bu�lds upon and
employs �t for �ts serv�ce.

"In the new resp�rat�on, God g�ves an atmosphere that �s as
sens�t�ve to moral qual�ty as the phys�cal resp�rat�on �s to natural
qual�ty; and th�s h�gher breath, whose essence �s v�rtue, bu�lds up the



bod�es of the v�rtuous, wars aga�nst d�sease, expels the v�rus of
hered�tary malad�es, renews health from �ts foundat�ons, and stands
�n the body as a sent�nel aga�nst every plague. When th�s sp�r�tual
resp�rat�on descends and takes possess�on of the frame, there �s
thenceforth a gu�d�ng power, a pos�t�ve �nsp�rat�on, wh�ch selects the
rec�p�ent's call�ng, wh�ch tra�ns h�m for �t, wh�ch leads h�m to
favorable local�t�es, and wh�ch co-ord�nates affa�rs on a large scale. It
w�ll deal w�th groups as w�th �nd�v�duals; �t w�ll re-d�str�bute mank�nd;
�t w�ll re-organ�ze the v�llage, the town, the workshop, the
manufactory, the agr�cultural d�str�ct, the pastoral reg�on, gather�ng
human atoms from the�r degradat�on, and crystall�z�ng them �n
resplendent un�t�es.

"Th�s pr�mary doctr�ne has for �ts accompan�ment a spec�al theory
of love and marr�age, wh�ch �s th�s: In heaven the bas�s of soc�al
order �s mar�tal order, and so �t must be �n th�s world. There, all the
senses are completed and �ncluded �n the sense of chast�ty; that
sense of chast�ty �s there the body for the soul of conjugal des�re;
there, the corporeal element of pass�on �s excluded from the nupt�al
senses: there, the utterly pure alone are perm�tted to enter �nto the
d�v�ne state �nvolved �n nupt�al un�on; and so �t must be here below.
The 'sense of chast�ty' �s the touchstone of conjugal f�tness, and �s
bestowed �n th�s w�se:

"When the D�v�ne breaths have so pervaded the nervous
structures that the h�gher attr�butes of sensat�on beg�n to waken from
the�r �mmemor�al torpor, and to react aga�nst d�sease, a s�xth sense
�s as ev�dent as hear�ng �s to the ear, or s�ght to v�s�on. It �s
d�str�buted through the ent�re frame. So exqu�s�tely does �t pervade
the hands that the sl�ghtest touch declares who are chaste and who
are unchaste. And th�s s�xth sense �s the sense of chast�ty. It comes
from God, who �s the �nf�n�te chast�ty.

"W�th�n th�s sense of chast�ty nupt�al love has �ts dwell�ng-place.
So utterly host�le �s �t by nature to what the world understands by
des�re and pass�on, that the waft�ngs of an atmosphere bear�ng
these elements �n �ts bosom affect �t w�th loath�ng. Th�s sense of
chast�ty l�terally clothes every nerve. A l�v�ng, sens�t�ve garment,
w�thout spot or seam, �t �nvests the frame of the un�versal



sensat�ons, and g�ves �nstant warn�ng of the approach of �mpur�ty
even �n thought.

"In true nupt�al love, wh�ch �s born of love to God, the nupt�al pa�r,
from the �nmost oneness of the d�v�ne be�ng, are embosomed each
�n each, as lovel�ness �n lovel�ness, �nnocence �n �nnocence,
blessedness �n blessedness. In possess�ng each other they possess
the Lord, who prepares the two to become one heart, one m�nd, one
soul, one love, one w�sdom, one fel�c�ty. There are lad�es and
gentlemen �n the Commun�ty who cla�m to have atta�ned th�s sense
of chast�ty to such a degree that they �nstantly detect the presence of
an �mpure person.

"It may surpr�se the reader to hear that what �s called 'Sp�r�tual�sm'
f�nds no favor �n th�s Commun�ty. All phases of the sp�r�t-rapp�ng
bus�ness are abhorred.

"A card�nal pr�nc�ple of government, as to the�r own affa�rs �n the
Commun�ty, �s un�ty of conv�ct�on. The Counc�l of D�rect�on cons�sts
of n�neteen members; and �f any one of them fa�ls to perce�ve the
propr�ety of a course or plan agreed upon by the other e�ghteen, �t �s
accepted as an �nd�cat�on of Prov�dence that the t�me for carry�ng out
the course or plan has not yet come; and they pat�ently wa�t unt�l the
ent�re Counc�l becomes 'of one heart and one m�nd' as to the matter
proposed.

"They do not hunger for proselytes, nor seek publ�c recogn�t�on.
They know that the sp�r�t �s the great matter; and that an enterpr�se,
as well as a human be�ng, or a tree, must grow from the �nternal,
v�tal pr�nc�ple, and not from external agglomerat�ons. Whosoever,
therefore, appl�es for adm�ss�on to the�r c�rcle �s subject to cruc�al
sp�r�tual tests and a reveal�ng probat�on. Uncond�t�onal surrender to
God's w�ll, absolute chast�ty not only �n act but �n sp�r�t, complete
self-abnegat�on, a full acceptance of Chr�st as the only and true God,
are fundamental cond�t�ons even to a probat�onsh�p.

"Pa�nt�ng, sculpture, mus�c and all the accompl�shments are to
have f�tt�ng development. There �s no Quaker�sm or Pur�tan�sm �n
them. Man (�nclud�ng woman) �s to be developed l�berally, thoroughly,
grandly, but all �n the name of the Lord, and w�th an eye s�ngle to



God's glory. Sc�ence, art, l�terature, languages, mechan�cs,
ph�losophy, whatever w�ll help to g�ve back to man h�s lost
mastersh�p of the un�verse, �s to be subord�nated for that purpose.

"The�r domest�c affa�rs, �nclud�ng cook�ng and wash�ng, are carr�ed
on much as �n the outs�de world. They l�ve �n many mans�ons, and
have no un�tary household. But they are al�ve to all the teach�ngs of
sc�ence and soc�ology on these top�cs, and �ntend to make
mach�nery and organ�zat�on do as much of the drudgery of the
Commun�ty as poss�ble.

"They have no pecul�ar costume or customs. They eat, dr�nk,
dress, converse and worsh�p God just l�ke cult�vated Chr�st�ans
elsewhere. They have no regular preach�ng at present, nor l�terary
enterta�nments, but all these are to come �n due season. They
�ntend, as the�r numbers �ncrease, and as the organ�zat�on sol�d�f�es,
to �naugurate whatever �nst�tut�ons may be necessary to promote
the�r �ntellectual and sp�r�tual welfare, and also to establ�sh such
�ndustr�es and manufactures on the doma�n, as sound, econom�cal
d�scret�on, v�v�f�ed and gu�ded by the new resp�rat�on, shall d�ctate.

"By means of the new resp�rat�on they th�nk that, �n the lapse of
t�me, mank�nd w�ll become regenerate, and soc�ety be reconstructed,
and phys�cal d�sease ban�shed from the earth, and a m�llenn�al re�gn
�naugurated under the dom�nat�on of D�v�ne order. They espec�ally
expect great th�ngs �n the East; that the doctr�ne of the Lord, as set
forth by Swedenborg and Mr. Harr�s, and re-�nforced by the new
resp�rat�on, w�ll by and by sweep over As�a, where the people are
already beg�nn�ng to be tossed on the waves of sp�r�tual unrest, and
are long�ng for a h�gher rel�g�ous development."

After th�s lum�nous �ntroduct�on, Mr. Dana, the ed�tor of the Sun,
followed w�th the art�cle ensu�ng:

"WILL IT SUCCEED?
"The account wh�ch we publ�shed yesterday, from the

accompl�shed pen of Mr. Ol�ver Dyer, of the new Commun�ty �n
Chautauqua County, wh�ch Mr. Harr�s, Mr. Ol�phant and the�r



assoc�ates are engaged �n found�ng, w�ll, we th�nk, exc�te attent�on
everywhere. Cons�dered as a rel�g�ous movement alone, the
enterpr�se mer�ts a cand�d and even sympathet�c attent�on. Its
fundamental �deas are such as must promote thought and �nqu�ry
wherever they are promulgated. That they are all true, as a matter of
theolog�cal doctr�ne, we certa�nly are not prepared to aff�rm; but that
they challenge a respectful �nterest �n the m�nds of all s�ncere
�nqu�rers after sp�r�tual truth, can not be d�sputed. But �t �s not as a
new form of Chr�st�an�ty, w�th new dogmas and new pretens�ons, that
we have to deal w�th the system procla�med at Brocton. What
espec�ally engages our observat�on �s the soc�al aspect of the
undertak�ng. Is �t founded upon not�ons that prom�se any
cons�derable advance upon the present form of soc�ety? Does �t
conta�n w�th�n �tself the elements of success?

"As respects the f�rst quest�on, we are free to answer that the
scheme of the Brocton ph�losophers �s too l�ttle developed, too
�mmature �n the�r own m�nds, to allow of any dogmat�c judgment
respect�ng �t. The rel�g�ous phase of the Commun�ty, and the
enthus�asm wh�ch belongs to �t, have not yet crystall�zed �n relat�ons
of �ndustry, art, educat�on and external l�fe, suff�c�ently to show the
prec�se end at wh�ch �t w�ll a�m. Indeed �t would seem that �ts
founders have avo�ded rather than cult�vated those speculat�ons on
the organ�zat�on of soc�ety to wh�ch most soc�al �nnovators g�ve the
f�rst place �n the�r thoughts. Start�ng from man's h�ghest sp�r�tual
nature alone, they prefer to leave every pract�cal problem to be
solved as �t r�ses, not by sc�ent�f�c theory or bus�ness shrewdness,
but by the help of that supernatural �nsp�rat�on wh�ch forms a v�tal
po�nt �n the�r theology. But on the other hand, they are pledged to
democrat�c equal�ty, to perfect respect for the d�gn�ty of labor, and to
brotherly just�ce �n the d�str�but�on al�ke of the advantages of l�fe and
the earn�ngs of the common to�l. We may conclude, then, that
desp�te the Commun�sm wh�ch seems to l�e at the foundat�on of the�r
des�gn, w�th �ts ann�h�lat�on of �nd�v�dual property, and �ts tendency to
ann�h�late �nd�v�dual character also, all persons who can adopt the
rel�g�on of th�s Commun�ty w�ll f�nd a happ�er l�fe w�th�n �ts prec�ncts
than they can look for elsewhere. But that �t w�ll �n�t�ate a new stage



�n the world's soc�al progress, or exerc�se any percept�ble �nfluence
upon the general cond�t�on of mank�nd, �s not to be expected.

"As to the probab�l�ty of �ts last�ng, that seems to us to be strong.
Commun�t�es based upon pecul�ar rel�g�ous v�ews, have generally
succeeded. The Shakers and the One�da Commun�ty are
consp�cuous �llustrat�ons of th�s fact; wh�le the fa�lure of the var�ous
attempts made by the d�sc�ples of Four�er, Owen and others, who
have not had the support of rel�g�ous fanat�c�sm, proves that w�thout
th�s great force the most br�ll�ant soc�al theor�es are of l�ttle ava�l.
Have the Brocton people enough of �t to carry them safely through?
Or �s the�r rel�g�on of too transcendental a character to form a sure
and tenac�ous cement for the�r soc�al structure? These quest�ons
only t�me can pos�t�vely answer; but we �ncl�ne to the bel�ef that they
are l�kely to l�ve and prosper, to become numerous and wealthy, and
to play a much more �nfluent�al part �n the world than e�ther of the
bod�es of rel�g�ous Soc�al�sts that have preceded them."

The reader w�ll perhaps expect us to say someth�ng from our
stand-po�nt, �n answer to Mr. Dana's quest�on, "W�ll �t succeed?" and
as the name of the One�da Commun�ty �s called �n connect�on w�th
the Shakers and the Brocton�ans, �t seems proper that we should do
what we can to help on a fa�r compar�son of these compet�ng
Soc�al�sms.

In the f�rst place, many of the card�nal pr�nc�ples reported �n Mr.
Dyer's account, command our h�ghest respect and sympathy.
Rel�g�on as the bas�s, �nsp�rat�on as the gu�de, Prov�dence as the
�nsurer, reverence for the B�ble, Commun�sm of property, unan�m�ty
�n act�on, abst�nence from proselyt�sm, self-�mprovement �nstead of
preach�ng and publ�c�ty, l�beral�ty of culture �n sc�ence, art, l�terature,
language, mechan�cs, ph�losophy, and whatever w�ll help to g�ve
back man h�s lost mastersh�p of the un�verse, these and many other
of the fundamentals at Brocton we recogn�ze as old acqua�ntances
and very dear fr�ends. W�th th�s acknowledgment prem�sed, we w�ll
be free to po�nt out some th�ngs wh�ch we regard as unprom�s�ng
weaknesses �n the const�tut�on of the new Soc�al�sm.



The Brocton Commun�ty �s ev�dently very rel�g�ous, and so far may
be regarded as strong �n the f�rst element of success. Its rel�g�on,
however, �s Swedenborg�an�sm, rev�sed and adapted to the age, but
not essent�ally changed; and we have seen that the exper�ments �n
Soc�al�sm wh�ch Swedenborg�ans have heretofore made, have not
been successful. The Yellow Spr�ng Commun�ty �n Owen's t�me, and
the Leraysv�lle Phalanx �n the Four�er epoch, were avowedly
Swedenborg�an Assoc�at�ons; but they fa�led as speed�ly and utterly
as the�r contemporar�es. Notw�thstand�ng the cla�m of a wonderful
aff�n�ty between Swedenborg�an�sm and Four�er�sm wh�ch the
Harb�nger used to make, �t seems probable that the afflatus of pure
Swedenborg�an�sm �s not favorable to Commun�sm or to close
Assoc�at�on of any k�nd. Swedenborg �n h�s personal character was
not a Soc�al�st or an organ�zer �n any way, but a very sol�tary
speculator; and the heavens he set before the world were only
subl�mated embod�ments of the ord�nary pr�nc�ple of pr�vate property,
�n w�ves and �n every th�ng else.

When we say that the Brocton Commun�ty �s Swedenborg�an, we
do not forget that Mr. Harr�s professes to have made �mportant
add�t�ons to the Teuton�c revelat�ons. But we see that the
fundamental doctr�nes reported by Mr. Dyer are essent�ally the same
as those we have found �n Swedenborg's works. Even the p�votal
d�scovery of "�nternal resp�rat�on" �s not or�g�nal w�th Mr. Harr�s.
Swedenborg had �t �n theory and �n personal exper�ence. He
ascr�bes the pur�ty of the Adam�c church to th�s cond�t�on, and �ts
degeneracy and destruct�on, to the loss of �t. Thus he says:

"It was shown me, that [at the t�me of the degeneracy of the
Adam�tes] the �nternal resp�rat�on, wh�ch proceeded from the navel
toward the �nter�or reg�on of the breast, ret�red toward the reg�on of
the back and toward the abdomen, thus outward and downward.
Immed�ately before the flood scarce any �nternal resp�rat�on ex�sted.
At last �t was ann�h�lated �n the breast, and �ts subjects were choked
or suffocated. In those who surv�ved, external resp�rat�on was
opened. W�th the cessat�on of �nternal resp�rat�on, �mmed�ate



�ntercourse w�th angels and the �nstant and �nst�nct�ve percept�on of
truth and falsehood, were lost."

And Mr. Wh�te, the latest b�ographer of Swedenborg, says of h�m:

"The possess�on by h�m of the power of easy trans�t�on of sense
and consc�ousness from the lower to the upper world, arose, �t would
appear, from some pecul�ar�t�es �n h�s phys�cal organ�zat�on. The
suspens�on of resp�rat�on under deep thought, common to all men,
was preternaturally developed �n h�m; and �n h�s d�ary he makes a
var�ety of observat�ons on h�s case; as for �nstance he says:

"'My resp�rat�on has been so formed by the Lord, as to enable me
to breathe �nwardly for a long t�me w�thout the a�d of the external a�r,
my resp�rat�on be�ng d�rected w�th�n, and my outward senses, as well
as act�ons, st�ll cont�nu�ng �n the�r v�gor, wh�ch �s only poss�ble w�th
persons who have been so formed by the Lord. I have also been
�nstructed that my breath�ng was so d�rected, w�thout my be�ng
aware of �t, �n order to enable me to be w�th sp�r�ts, and to speak w�th
them.'

"Aga�n, he tells us that there are many spec�es of resp�rat�ons
�nduc�ng d�vers �ntroduct�ons to the sp�r�ts and angels w�th whom the
lungs consp�re; and goes on to say, that he was at f�rst hab�tuated to
�nsens�ble breath�ng �n h�s �nfancy, when at morn�ng and even�ng
prayers, and occas�onally afterward when explor�ng the concordance
between the heart, lungs and bra�n, and part�cularly when wr�t�ng h�s
phys�olog�cal works; that for a number of years, beg�nn�ng w�th h�s
ch�ldhood, he was �ntroduced to �nternal resp�rat�on ma�nly by
�ntense speculat�ons �n wh�ch breath�ng stops, for otherw�se �ntense
thought �s �mposs�ble. When heaven was open to h�m, and he spoke
w�th sp�r�ts, somet�mes for nearly an hour he scarcely breathed at all.
The same phenomena occurred when he was go�ng to sleep, and he
th�nks that h�s preparat�on went forward dur�ng repose. So var�ous
was h�s breath�ng, so obed�ent d�d �t become, that he thereby
obta�ned the range of the h�gher world, and access to all �ts
spheres."



Thus �t would seem that what Mr. Harr�s �s attempt�ng at Brocton
�s, to real�ze on a large scale the exper�ence of Swedenborg, and
reproduce the Adam�c church. Th�s "open resp�rat�on," however,
must be an oracular �nflux not essent�ally d�fferent from that wh�ch
gu�des the Shakers, the Ebenezers, and all the rel�g�ous
Commun�t�es. We have called �t afflatus. It does not appear to be
strong enough �n the Brocton Commun�ty to d�ssolve old-fash�oned
fam�l�sm; wh�ch we cons�der a bad s�gn, as our readers know. There
�s an �nev�table compet�t�on between the fam�ly-sp�r�t and the
Commun�ty-sp�r�t, wh�ch all the "�nternal resp�rat�on" that we have
enjoyed, has never been able to harmon�ze �n any other way than by
thoroughly subord�nat�ng fam�ly �nterests, and mak�ng the
Commun�ty the pr�me organ�zat�on. And �t �s qu�te certa�n that th�s
has been the exper�ence of the Shakers and all the other successful
Commun�t�es. Indeed th�s �s the very revolut�on that �s �nvolved �n
real Chr�st�an�ty. The pr�vate fam�ly has been and �s the un�t of
soc�ety �n natural�sm, �.e. �n the pre-Chr�st�an, pagan state. But the
Church, wh�ch �s equ�valent to the Assoc�at�on, or Commun�ty, or
Phalanx, �s clearly the un�t of soc�ety �n the Chr�st�an scheme.

The Brocton ph�losophy of love and marr�age �s man�festly
Swedenborg�an. In some passages �t seems l�ke actual Shaker�sm,
but the preva�l�ng sense �s that of �ntens�f�ed conjugal�ty, a la
Swedenborg. Here aga�n the Swedenborg�an afflatus w�ll be very
unfavorable to success. Swedenborg wrote �n the same ve�n as Mr.
Harr�s talks, about chast�ty; but w�thal he kept m�stresses at several
t�mes �n h�s l�fe; and he recommends m�stress-keep�ng to those who
"can not conta�n." Moreover he g�ves marr�ed men th�rty-four
reasons, many of them very tr�v�al, for keep�ng concub�nes. Above
all, h�s theory of marr�age �n heaven, �nvolv�ng the sent�mental�sm of
predest�ned mat�ng (wh�ch doubtless �s reta�ned ent�re �n the Brocton
ph�losophy), not only leads d�rectly to contempt of ord�nary marr�age,
as be�ng an art�f�c�al system of blunders, but necessar�ly author�zes
the "r�ght of search" to f�nd the true mate. The pract�cal result of th�s
theory �s seen �n the system of "free love," or exper�ment�ng for
"aff�n�t�es," wh�ch has preva�led among Sp�r�tual�sts. It w�ll requ�re a
very h�gh power of "�nternal resp�rat�on" to steer the Brocton
Commun�ty through these dangers, result�ng from �ts aff�l�at�on w�th



the Swedenborg�an pr�nc�pal�ty. Close Assoc�at�on �s a worse place
than ord�nary soc�ety for work�ng out the del�cate problems of the
negat�ve theory of chast�ty.

The Brocton�ans are reported as reverenc�ng the B�ble, but th�s
can only mean that they reverence �t �n Swedenborg's fash�on. He
rejected about half of �t (�nclud�ng all of Paul's wr�t�ngs) as
un�nsp�red; and worsh�ped the rest as full of d�v�n�ty, stuffed �n every
letter and dot w�th double and tr�ple s�gn�f�cance, of wh�ch
s�gn�f�cance he alone had the key.

Probably Mr. Harr�s's pr�nc�pal dev�at�on from the Swedenborg�an
theology, �s the �ntroduct�on of h�s or�g�nal fa�th of Un�versal�sm.
Swedenborg l�ved and wrote before modern benevolence was
developed so far as to requ�re the el�m�nat�on of future pun�shment;
and w�th all h�s lax�ty on other po�nts, he was more orthodox and
uncomprom�s�ng �n regard to the etern�ty of hell-torments, and even
as to the�r sulphur�c nature, than any wr�ter the world has ever seen
before or s�nce. Hence the Sp�r�tual�sts, who generally belong to the
Un�versal�st school, e�ther have to quarrel w�th Swedenborg openly,
as Andrew Jackson Dav�s d�d, or mod�fy h�s system on th�s po�nt, as
T.L. Harr�s has done.

We were surpr�sed, as Mr. Dyer supposes h�s readers m�ght be, to
learn that the Brocton Commun�sts abhor "all phases of the rapp�ng
bus�ness;" for we remember that Mr. Harr�s was counted among
Sp�r�tual�sts �n old t�mes, and we see that he �s st�ll �n pursu�t of the
Adam�c status and other atta�nments that were the object�ve po�nts
of the Mounta�n Cove Commun�ty.

As to externals, the Brocton Commun�ty, we fear, has got the land-
man�a, wh�ch ru�ned so many of the Owen and Four�er Assoc�at�ons.
S�xteen hundred acres must be a dreary �nvestment for a young and
small Commun�ty. If our exper�ence �s worth any th�ng, and �f we
m�ght offer our adv�ce, we should say, Sell two-th�rds of that doma�n
and put the proceeds �nto a mach�ne-shop. Agr�culture, after all, �s
not a pr�mary bus�ness. Mach�nery goes before �t; always d�d and
always w�ll more and more. Plows and harrows, rakes and hoes,
were the dynam�cs even of anc�ent farm�ng; and the men that



�nvented and made them were greater than farmers. The One�da
Commun�ty made �ts fortune by f�rst s�nk�ng forty thousand dollars �n
tra�n�ng a set of young men as mach�n�sts. The bus�ness thus started
has proved to be l�terally a h�gh school �n compar�son w�th farm�ng or
almost any other bus�ness, not except�ng that of academ�es and
colleges. W�th that school always grow�ng �n strength and
enthus�asm, we can make the tools for all other bus�nesses, and the
whole range of modern enterpr�se �s open to us.

If the Brocton leaders have plenty of money at �nterest, we see no
reason why they may not l�ve pleasantly and do well �n some form of
loose co-operat�on. But w�th the weaknesses we have not�ced, we
doubt whether the�r "�nternal resp�rat�on" w�ll harmon�ze them �n
close Assoc�at�on, or enable them to get the�r l�v�ng by amateur
farm�ng.

CHAPTER XLV.

THE SHAKERS.ToC

We should hardly do just�ce to the Shakers �f we should leave
them und�st�ngu�shed among the obscure exot�cs. The�r �nfluence on
Amer�can Soc�al�sms has been so great as to set them ent�rely apart
from the other ant�que rel�g�ous Commun�t�es. Macdonald makes
more of them than of any other s�ngle Commun�ty, devot�ng nearly a
hundred pages to the�r h�story and pecul�ar�t�es. Most of h�s mater�al
relat�ng to them, however, may be found �n the�r own current
publ�cat�ons; and need not be reproduced here. But there �s one



document �n h�s collect�on g�v�ng an "�ns�de v�ew" of the�r soc�al and
rel�g�ous l�fe, wh�ch we are �ncl�ned to publ�sh for spec�al reasons. It
�s, �n the f�rst place, a p�cture of the�r da�ly rout�ne, as fa�thful as could
be expected from one who appears to have been ne�ther a fr�end nor
an enemy to them; and �ts representat�ons �n th�s respect are ver�f�ed
substant�ally by var�ous Shaker publ�cat�ons. But �t �s spec�ally
�nterest�ng to us as a d�sclosure of the h�stor�cal secret wh�ch
connects Shaker�sm w�th "modern Sp�r�tual�sm." Elder Evans, the
consp�cuous man of the Shakers, �n h�s late autob�ography alludes to
th�s secret �n the follow�ng terms:

"In 1837 to 1844, there was an �nflux from the sp�r�t world,
conf�rm�ng the fa�th of many d�sc�ples, who had l�ved among
bel�evers for years, and extend�ng throughout all the e�ghteen
[Shaker] soc�et�es, mak�ng med�a by the dozen, whose var�ous
exerc�ses, not to be suppressed even �n the�r publ�c meet�ngs,
rendered �t �mperat�vely necessary to close them all to the world
dur�ng a per�od of seven years, �n consequence of the then
unprepared state of the world, to wh�ch the whole of the
man�festat�ons, and the meet�ngs too, would have been as
unadulterated fool�shness, or as �nexpl�cable myster�es.

"The sp�r�ts then declared, aga�n and aga�n, that, when they had
done the�r work among the �nhab�tants of Z�on, they would do a work
�n the world, of such magn�tude, that not a place nor a hamlet upon
earth should rema�n unv�s�ted by them.

"After the�r m�ss�on among us was f�n�shed, we supposed that the
man�festat�ons would �mmed�ately beg�n �n the outs�de world; but we
were much d�sappo�nted; for we had to wa�t four years before the
work began, as �t f�nally d�d, at Rochester, New York. But the rap�d�ty
of �ts course throughout the nat�ons of the earth (as also the soc�al
stand�ng and �ntellectual �mportance of the converts), has far
exceeded the pred�ct�ons."

—Atlant�c Monthly, May, 1869.



The narrat�ve we are about to present relates to the per�od of
closed doors here ment�oned, and to some of the "man�festat�ons"
wh�ch had to be w�thdrawn from publ�c v�ew, lest they should be
regarded as "unadulterated fool�shness." It �s perhaps the only
test�mony the world has �n regard to the events wh�ch, accord�ng to
Evans, were the real beg�nn�ngs of modern Sp�r�tual�sm.

Macdonald does not g�ve the name of the wr�ter, but says that he
was an "�nt�mate and esteemed fr�end, who went among the Shakers
partly to escape worldly troubles, and partly through cur�os�ty; and
that h�s story �s ev�dently clear-headed and s�ncere."



Four Months Among the Shakers.
"C�rcumstances that need not be rehearsed, �nduced me to v�s�t

the Shaker Soc�ety at Watervl�et, �n the w�nter of 1842-3. Soon after
my arr�val, I was conducted to the Elder whose bus�ness �t was to
deal w�th �nqu�rers. He was a good-look�ng old man, w�th a f�ne open
countenance, and a well-formed head, as I could see from �ts be�ng
bald. I found h�m very �ntell�gent, and soon made known to h�m my
bus�ness, wh�ch was to learn someth�ng about the Shakers and the�r
cond�t�ons of rece�v�ng members. On my observ�ng that I had seen
favorable accounts of the�r soc�ety �n the wr�t�ngs of Mr. Owen, M�ss
Mart�neau, and other travelers �n the Un�ted States, he repl�ed, that
'those who w�shed to know the Shakers, must l�ve w�th them;' and
th�s remark proved to be true. He propounded to me at cons�derable
length the�r fa�th, 'the da�ly cross' they were obl�ged to take up
aga�nst the dev�l and the flesh, and the supreme v�rtue of a l�fe of
cel�bacy. When he had concluded I asked �f those who w�shed to jo�n
the soc�ety were expected to acknowledge a bel�ef �n all the art�cles
of the�r fa�th? To wh�ch he repl�ed, 'that they were not, for many
persons came there to jo�n them, who had never heard the�r gospel
preached; but they were always rece�ved, and an opportun�ty g�ven
them of accept�ng or reject�ng �t.' He then �nformed me of the
cond�t�ons under wh�ch they rece�ved cand�dates: 'All new comers
have one week's tr�al, to see how they l�ke; and after that, �f they
w�sh to cont�nue they must take up the da�ly cross, and commence
the work of regenerat�on and salvat�on, follow�ng �n the footsteps of
Jesus Chr�st and Mother Ann.' My f�rst cross, he �nformed me, would
be to confess all the w�cked acts I had ever comm�tted. I asked h�m �f
he gave absolut�on l�ke a Cathol�c pr�est. He repl�ed, 'that God
forgave s�ns and not they; but �t was necessary �n beg�nn�ng the work
of salvat�on, to unburden the m�nd of all �ts past s�ns.' I thought th�s
confess�on (demanded of strangers) was a p�ece of good pol�cy on
the�r part; for �t enabled the Elder who rece�ved the confess�on, to
form a tolerable op�n�on of the �nd�v�dual to be adm�tted. I agreed
however before confess�on to make a week's tr�al of the place, and
was accord�ngly �nv�ted to supper; after wh�ch I was shown to the
sleep�ng room spec�ally set apart for new members. I was not left



here more than an hour when a small bell rang, and one of the
brothers entered the room and �nv�ted me to go to the fam�ly
meet�ng; where I saw for the f�rst t�me the�r mode of worsh�p�ng God
�n the dance. I thought �t was an exc�t�ng exerc�se, and I should have
been more pleased �f they had had �nstrumental, �nstead of vocal
mus�c.

"At f�rst my meals were brought to me �n my room, but after a few
days I was �nv�ted to commence the work of regenerat�on and
prepare for confess�on, that I m�ght assoc�ate w�th the rest of the
brothers. On mak�ng known my read�ness to confess, I was taken to
the pr�vate confess�on-room, and there recounted a br�ef h�story of
my past l�fe. Th�s appeared rather to please the Elder, and he
observed that I 'had not been very w�cked.' I repl�ed, 'No, I had not
abounded �n acts of cr�me and debauchery.' But the old man, to
make sure I was not dece�v�ng h�m, tr�ed to fr�ghten me, by tell�ng me
of �nd�v�duals who had not made a full confess�on of the�r
w�ckedness, and who could f�nd no peace or pleasure unt�l they
came back and revealed all. He assured me moreover that no
w�cked person could cont�nue there long w�thout be�ng found out. I
was cur�ous to know how such persons would be detected; so he
took me to the w�ndow and po�nted out the places where 'Mother
Ann' had stat�oned four angels to watch over her ch�ldren; and 'these
angels,' he sa�d, 'always commun�cated any w�ckedness done there,
or the presence of any w�cked person among them.' 'But,' he
cont�nued, 'you can not understand these th�ngs; ne�ther can you
bel�eve them, for you have not yet got fa�th enough.' I repl�ed: 'I can
not see the angels!' 'No,' sa�d he, 'I can not see them w�th the eye of
sense; but I can see them w�th the eye of fa�th. You must labor for
fa�th: and when any th�ng troubles you that you can not understand
or bel�eve, come to me, and do not express doubts to any of the
brethren.' The Elder then put on my eyes a pa�r of sp�r�tual golden
spectacles, to make me see sp�r�tual th�ngs. I �nst�nct�vely put up my
hands to feel them, wh�ch made the old gentleman half laugh, and
he sa�d, 'Oh, you can not feel them; they w�ll not �ncommode you, but
w�ll help you to see sp�r�tual th�ngs.'



"After th�s I was perm�tted to eat w�th the fam�ly and �nv�ted to
attend the�r love-meet�ngs. I was �nformed that I had perfect l�berty to
leave the v�llage whenever I chose to do so; but that I was to rece�ve
no pay for my serv�ces �f I were to leave; I should be prov�ded for, the
same as �f I were one of the oldest members, w�th food, cloth�ng and
lodg�ngs, accord�ng to the�r rules.

DAILY ROUTINE.
"The hours of r�s�ng were f�ve o'clock �n the summer, and half-past

f�ve �n the w�nter. The fam�ly all rose at the toll of the bell, and �n less
than ten m�nutes vacated the bed-rooms. The s�sters then d�str�buted
themselves throughout the rooms, and made up all the beds, putt�ng
every th�ng �n the most perfect order before breakfast. The brothers
proceeded to the�r var�ous employments, and made a
commencement for the day. The cows were m�lked, and the horses
were fed. At seven o'clock the bell rang for breakfast, but �t was ten
m�nutes after when we went to the tables. The brothers and s�sters
assembled each by themselves, �n rooms appo�nted for the purpose;
and at the sound of a small bell the doors of these rooms opened,
and a process�on of the fam�ly was formed �n the hall, each �nd�v�dual
be�ng �n h�s or her proper place, as they would be at table. The
brothers came f�rst, followed by the s�sters, and the whole marched
�n solemn s�lence to the d�n�ng-room. The brothers and s�sters took
separate tables, on oppos�te s�des of the room. All stood up unt�l
each one had arr�ved at h�s or her proper place, and then at a s�gnal
from the Elder at the head of the table, they all knelt down for about
two m�nutes, and at another s�gnal they all arose and commenced
eat�ng the�r breakfast. Each �nd�v�dual helped h�mself; wh�ch was
eas�ly done, as the tables were so arranged that between every four
persons there was a supply of every art�cle �ntended for the meal. At
the conclus�on they all arose and marched away from the tables �n
the same manner as they marched to them; and dur�ng the t�me of
march�ng, eat�ng, and re-march�ng, not one word was spoken, but
the most perfect s�lence was preserved.



"After breakfast all proceeded �mmed�ately to the�r respect�ve
employments, and cont�nued �ndustr�ously occup�ed unt�l ten m�nutes
to twelve o'clock, when the bell announced d�nner. Farmers then left
the f�eld and mechan�cs the�r shops, all washed the�r hands, and
formed process�on aga�n, and marched to d�nner �n the same way as
to breakfast. Immed�ately after d�nner they went to work aga�n,
(hav�ng no hour for rest�ng), and cont�nued steady at �t unt�l the bell
announced supper. At supper the same rout�ne was gone through as
at the other meals, and all except the farmers went to work aga�n.
The farmers were supposed to be do�ng what were called 'chores,'
wh�ch appeared to mean any l�ttle odd jobs �n and about the stables
and barns. At e�ght o'clock all work was ended for the day, and the
fam�ly went to what they called a 'un�on meet�ng.' Th�s meet�ng
generally cont�nued one hour, and then, at about n�ne o'clock, all
ret�red to bed."

UNION MEETINGS.
"The two Elders and the two Eldresses held the�r meet�ngs �n the

Elders' room. The three Deacons and the three Deaconesses met �n
one of the�r rooms. The rest of the fam�ly, �n groups of from s�x to
e�ght brothers and s�sters, met �n other rooms. At these meet�ngs �t
was customary for the seats to be arranged �n two rows about four
feet apart. The s�sters sat �n one row, and the brothers �n the other,
fac�ng each other. The meet�ngs were rather dull, as the members
had noth�ng to converse about save the fam�ly affa�rs; for those who
troubled themselves about the th�ngs of the world, were not
cons�dered good Shakers. It was expected that �n com�ng there we
should leave the 'world' beh�nd us. The pr�nc�pal subject of
conversat�on was eat�ng and dr�nk�ng. One brother somet�mes
eulog�zed a s�ster whom he thought to be the best cook, and who
could make the best 'Johnny-cake.' At one meet�ng that I attended,
there was a l�vely conversat�on about what we had for d�nner; and by
th�s means, �t m�ght be sa�d, we enjoyed our d�nner tw�ce over.

"I have thus g�ven the rout�ne for one day; and each week-day
throughout the year was the same. The only var�at�on was �n the



even�ng. Bes�des these un�on meet�ngs, every alternate even�ng was
devoted to danc�ng. Sundays also had a rout�ne of the�r own, wh�ch I
w�ll not deta�l.

"Dur�ng the t�me I was w�th the Shakers, I never heard one of them
read the B�ble or pray �n publ�c. Each one was perm�tted to pray or
let �t alone as he pleased, and I bel�eve there was very l�ttle pray�ng
among them. Bel�ev�ng as they d�d that all 'worldly th�ngs' should be
left �n the 'world' beh�nd them, they d�d not even read the ord�nary
l�terature of the day. Newspapers were only for the use of the Elders
and Deacons. The rout�ne I have descr�bed was cont�nually go�ng
on; and �t was the�r boast that they were then the same �n the�r hab�ts
and manners as they were s�xty years before. The furn�ture of the
dwell�ngs was of the same old-fash�oned k�nd that the early Dutch
settlers used; and every th�ng about them and the�r dwell�ngs, I was
taught, was or�g�nally des�gned �n heaven, and the des�gns
transm�tted to them by angels. The plan of the�r bu�ld�ngs, the style of
the�r furn�ture, the pattern of the�r coats and pants, and the cut of
the�r ha�r, �s all regulated accord�ng to commun�cat�ons rece�ved from
heaven by Mother Ann. I was gravely told by the f�rst Elder, that the
�nhab�tants of the other world were Shakers, and that they l�ved �n
Commun�ty the same as we d�d, but that they were more perfect.

THE DANCING MEETINGS.
"At half-past seven P.M. on the danc�ng days, all the members

ret�red to the�r separate rooms, where they sat �n solemn s�lence, just
gaz�ng at the stove, unt�l the s�lver tones of a small tea-bell gave the
s�gnal for them to assemble �n the large hall. Th�ther they proceeded
�n perfect order and solemn s�lence. Each had on th�n danc�ng-
shoes; and on enter�ng the door of the hall they walked on t�p-toe,
and took up the�r pos�t�ons as follows: the brothers formed a rank on
the r�ght, and the s�sters on the left, fac�ng each other, about f�ve feet
apart. After all were �n the�r proper places the ch�ef Elder stepped
�nto the center of the space, and gave an exhortat�on for about f�ve
m�nutes, conclud�ng w�th an �nv�tat�on to them all to 'go forth, old
men, young men and ma�dens, and worsh�p God w�th all the�r m�ght



�n the dance.' Accord�ngly they 'went forth,' the men str�pp�ng off the�r
coats and rema�n�ng �n the�r sh�rt-sleeves. F�rst they formed a
process�on and marched around the room at double-qu�ck t�me,
wh�le four brothers and four s�sters stood �n the center s�ng�ng for
them. After march�ng �n th�s manner unt�l they got a l�ttle warm, they
commenced danc�ng, and cont�nued �t unt�l they were all pretty well
t�red. Dur�ng the dance the s�sters kept on one s�de, and the brothers
on the other, and not a word was spoken by any of them. After they
appeared to have had enough of th�s exerc�se, the Elder gave the
s�gnal to stop, when �mmed�ately each one took h�s or her place �n
an oblong c�rcle formed around the room, and all wa�ted to see �f any
one had rece�ved a 'g�ft,' that �s, an �nsp�rat�on to do someth�ng odd.
Then two of the s�sters would commence wh�rl�ng round l�ke a top,
w�th the�r eyes shut; and cont�nued th�s mot�on for about f�fteen
m�nutes; when they suddenly stopped and resumed the�r places, as
steady as �f they had never st�rred. Dur�ng the 'wh�rl' the members
stood round l�ke statues, look�ng on �n solemn s�lence.

A MESSAGE FROM MOTHER ANN.
"On some occas�ons when a s�ster had stopped her wh�rl�ng, she

would say, 'I have a commun�cat�on to make;' when the head Eldress
would step to her s�de and rece�ve the commun�cat�on, and then
make known the nature of �t to the company. The f�rst message I
heard was as follows: 'Mother Ann has sent two angels to �nform us
that a tr�be of Ind�ans has been round here two days, and want the
brothers and s�sters to take them �n. They are outs�de the bu�ld�ng
there, look�ng �n at the w�ndows.' I shall never forget how I looked
round at the w�ndows, expect�ng to see the yellow faces, when th�s
announcement was made; but I bel�eve some of the old folks who
eyed me, b�t the�r l�ps and sm�led. It caused no alarm to the rest, but
the f�rst Elder exhorted the brothers 'to take �n the poor sp�r�ts and
ass�st them to get salvat�on.' He afterward repeated more of what the
angels had sa�d, v�z., 'that the Ind�ans were a savage tr�be who had
all d�ed before Columbus d�scovered Amer�ca, and had been
wander�ng about ever s�nce. Mother Ann wanted them to be rece�ved
�nto the meet�ng to-morrow n�ght.' After th�s we d�spersed to our



separate bed-rooms, w�th the hope of hav�ng a future enterta�nment
from the Ind�ans.

INDIAN ORGIES.
"The next danc�ng n�ght we aga�n assembled �n the same manner

as before, and went through the march�ng and danc�ng as usual;
after wh�ch the hall doors were opened, and the Elder �nv�ted the
Ind�ans to come �n. The doors were soon shut aga�n, and one of the
s�sters (the same who rece�ved the or�g�nal commun�cat�on) �nformed
us that she saw Ind�ans all around and among the brothers and
s�sters. The Elder then urged upon the members the duty of 'tak�ng
them �n.' Whereupon e�ght or n�ne s�sters became possessed of the
sp�r�ts of Ind�an squaws, and about s�x of the brethren became
Ind�ans. Then ensued a regular pow-wow, w�th whoop�ng and yell�ng
and strange ant�cs, such as would requ�re a D�ckens to descr�be.
The s�sters and brothers squatted down on the floor together, Ind�an
fash�on, and the Elders and Eldresses endeavored to keep them
asunder, tell�ng the men they must be separated from the squaws,
and otherw�se �nstruct�ng them �n the rules of Shaker�sm. Some of
the Ind�ans then wanted some 'succotash,' wh�ch was soon brought
them from the k�tchen �n two wooden d�shes, and placed on the floor;
when they commenced eat�ng �t w�th the�r f�ngers. These
performances cont�nued t�ll about ten o'clock; then the ch�ef Elder
requested the Ind�ans to go away, tell�ng them they would f�nd some
one wa�t�ng to conduct them to the Shakers �n the heavenly world. At
th�s announcement the possessed men and women became
themselves aga�n, and all ret�red to rest.

"The above was the f�rst exh�b�t�on of the k�nd that I w�tnessed, but
�t was a very tr�fl�ng affa�r to what I afterward saw. To enable you to
understand these scenes, I must g�ve you as near as I can, the �deas
the Shakers have of the other world. As I gathered from
conversat�ons w�th the Elder, and from h�s teach�ng and preach�ng at
the meet�ngs, �t �s as follows: Heaven �s a Shaker Commun�ty on a
very large scale. Every th�ng �n �t �s sp�r�tual. Jesus Chr�st �s the head
Elder, and Mother Ann the head Eldress. The bu�ld�ngs are large and



splend�d, be�ng all of wh�te marble. There are large orchards w�th all
k�nds of fru�t. There are also very large gardens la�d out �n splend�d
style, w�th beaut�ful r�vers flow�ng through them; but all �s sp�r�tual.
Outs�de of th�s heaven the sp�r�ts of the departed wander about on
the surface of the earth (wh�ch �s the Shaker hell), t�ll they are
converted to Shaker�sm. Sp�r�ts are sent out from the aforesa�d
heaven on m�ss�onary tours, to preach to the wander�ng ones unt�l
they profess the fa�th, and then they are adm�tted �nto the heavenly
Commun�ty.

SPIRITUAL PRESENTS.
"At one of the meet�ngs, after a due amount of march�ng and

danc�ng, by wh�ch all the members had got pretty well exc�ted, two or
three s�sters commenced wh�rl�ng, wh�ch they cont�nued to do for
some t�me, and then stopped suddenly and revealed to us that
Mother Ann was present at the meet�ng, and that she had brought a
dozen baskets of sp�r�tual fru�t for her ch�ldren; upon wh�ch the Elder
�nv�ted all to go forth to the baskets �n the center of the floor, and
help themselves. Accord�ngly they all stepped forth and went through
the var�ous mot�ons of tak�ng fru�t and eat�ng �t. You w�ll wonder �f I
helped myself to the fru�t, l�ke the rest. No; I had not fa�th enough to
see the baskets or the fru�t; and you may th�nk, perhaps, that I
laughed at the scene; but �n truth, I was so affected by the general
grav�ty and the solemn faces I saw around me, that �t was �mposs�ble
for me to laugh.

"Other th�ngs as well as fru�t were somet�mes sent as presents,
such as sp�r�tual golden spectacles. These heavenly ornaments
came �n the same way as the fru�t, and just as much could be seen
of them. The f�rst presents of th�s k�nd that were rece�ved dur�ng my
res�dence there, came as follows: A s�ster wh�rled for some t�me;
then stopped and �nformed the Eldress as usual that Mother Ann had
sent a messenger w�th presents for some of her most fa�thful
ch�ldren. She then went through the act�on of hand�ng the art�cles to
the Eldress, at the same t�me ment�on�ng what they were, and for
whom. As near as I can remember, there was a pa�r of golden



spectacles, a large eye-glass w�th a cha�n, and a casket of love for
the Elder to d�str�bute. The Eldress went through the act of putt�ng
the spectacles and cha�n upon the �nd�v�duals they were �ntended
for; and the Elder �n l�ke manner opened the casket and threw out
the love by handsful, wh�le all the members stretched out the�r hands
to rece�ve, and then pressed them to the�r bosoms. All th�s appeared
to me very ch�ld�sh, and I could not help so express�ng myself to the
Elder, at the f�rst opportun�ty that offered. He repl�ed, 'that th�s was
what he labored for, v�z., to be a s�mple Shaker; that the proud and
worldly, the so-called great men of th�s world, must become as
s�mple as they, as s�mple as l�ttle ch�ldren, before they can enter the
K�ngdom of Heaven. They must suffer themselves to be called fools
for the K�ngdom of Heaven's sake. These were the crosses they had
to bear.'

"The Elder would somet�mes k�ndly �nv�te me to h�s room and ask
me what I thought of the meet�ng last n�ght. Th�s was generally after
those meet�ngs at wh�ch there had been some great revelat�on from
heaven, or some pow-wow w�th the sp�r�ts. I could only reply that I
was much aston�shed, and that these th�ngs were altogether new to
me. He would then tell me that I would see greater th�ngs than these.
But I repl�ed that �t requ�red more fa�th to bel�eve them than I
possessed. Then he would exhort me to 'labor for fa�th, and I would
get �t. He d�d not expect young bel�evers to get fa�th all at once;
although some got �t faster than others.'

SPIRITUAL MUSIC AND BATHING.
"On the second Sunday I spent w�th the Shakers, there was a

cur�ous exh�b�t�on, wh�ch I saw only once. After d�nner all the
members assembled �n the hall and sang two songs; when the Elder
�nformed them that �t was a 'g�ft for them to march �n process�on, w�th
the�r golden �nstruments play�ng as they marched, to the holy
founta�n, and wash away all the sta�ns that they had contracted by
s�nful thoughts or feel�ngs; for Mother was pleased to see her
ch�ldren pure and holy.' I looked around for the mus�cal �nstruments,
but as they were sp�r�tual I could not see them. The process�on



marched two and two, �nto the yard and round the square, and came
to a halt �n the center. Dur�ng the march each one made a sound
w�th the mouth, to please h�m or herself, and at the same t�me went
through the mot�ons of play�ng on some part�cular �nstrument, such
as the Clar�onet, French-horn, Trombone, Bass-drum, etc.; and such
a no�se was made, that I felt as �f I had got among a band of lunat�cs.
It appeared to me much more of a burlesque overture than any I
ever heard performed by Chr�sty's M�nstrels. The yard was covered
w�th grass, and a st�ck marked the center of the founta�n. Another
song was sung, and the Elder po�nted to the sp�r�tual founta�n, at the
same t�me observ�ng, '�t could only be seen by those who had
suff�c�ent fa�th.' Most of the brethren then commenced go�ng through
the mot�ons of wash�ng the face and hands; but f�nally some of them
tumbled themselves �n all over; that �s, they rolled on the grass, and
went through many com�cal and fantast�c capers. My room-mate, Mr.
B., �nformed me that he had seen several such exh�b�t�ons dur�ng the
t�me he had been l�v�ng there.

A SHAKER FUNERAL.
"One of the s�sters of a ne�ghbor�ng fam�ly d�ed, and our fam�ly

were not�f�ed to attend the funeral. On arr�v�ng at the place, we were
shown �nto a room, and at a s�gnal from a small bell, we were formed
�nto a process�on and marched to the large danc�ng-hall, at the
entrance to wh�ch the corpse was la�d out �n a coff�n, so as to be
seen by all as they passed �n. The company then formed �n two
grand d�v�s�ons, the brothers on one s�de, and the s�sters on the
other, one d�v�s�on fac�ng the other. The serv�ce commenced by
s�ng�ng; after wh�ch the funeral sermon was preached by the Elder.
He set forth �n as forc�ble a manner as he seemed capable of, the
uncerta�nty of l�fe, the character of the deceased s�ster, what a true
and fa�thful ch�ld of Mother's she was, and how many excellent
qual�t�es she possessed. The head Eldress also gave her test�mony
of pra�se to the deceased, allud�ng to her pat�ence and res�gnat�on
wh�le s�ck, and her des�re to d�e and go to Mother. After a l�ttle more
s�ng�ng one of the s�sters announced that the sp�r�t of the deceased
was present, and that she des�red to return her thanks to the var�ous



s�sters who wa�ted upon her wh�le she was s�ck; and named the
d�fferent �nd�v�duals who had been k�ndest to her. She had seen
Mother Ann �n heaven, and had been �ntroduced to the brothers and
s�sters, and she gave a flatter�ng account of the happ�ness enjoyed
�n the other world. Another s�ster jo�ned �n and corroborated these
statements, and gave about the same vers�on of the message. After
another song the coff�n was closed, put �nto a sle�gh, and conveyed
to the grave, and bur�ed w�thout further ceremony.

A DAY OF SWEEPING AND SCRUBBING.
"An order was rece�ved from Mother Ann that a day should be set

apart for pur�f�cat�on. I had no �nformat�on of th�s great solemn�ty unt�l
the prev�ous even�ng, when the Elder announced that to-morrow
would be observed as a day for general pur�f�cat�on. 'The brothers
must clean the�r respect�ve work-shops, by sweep�ng the walls, and
remov�ng every cobweb from the corners and under the�r work-
benches, and wash the floors clean by scrubb�ng them w�th sand. By
do�ng th�s they would remove all the dev�ls and w�cked sp�r�ts that
m�ght be lodg�ng �n the d�fferent bu�ld�ngs; for where cobwebs and
dust were perm�tted to accumulate, there the ev�l sp�r�ts h�de
themselves. Mother had sent a message that there were ev�l sp�r�ts
lodg�ng about; and she w�shed them to be removed; and also that
those members who had comm�tted any w�ckedness, should confess
�t, and thus make both outs�de and �ns�de clean.'

"At early dawn next morn�ng, the work commenced, and clean
work was made �n every bu�ld�ng and room, from the grand hall down
to the cow-house. At ten o'clock e�ght of the brothers, w�th the Elders
at the�r head, commenced the�r journey of �nspect�on through every
f�eld, garden, house, work-shop and p�g-pen, chant�ng the follow�ng
rhyme as they passed along:

'Awake from your slumbers, for the Lord
of Hosts �s go�ng through the land!

He w�ll sweep, He w�ll clean h�s Holy
Sanctuary!



Search ye your lamps! read and
understand!

For the Lord of Hosts holds the lamp �n
h�s hand!'

A REVIVAL IN HADES.
"Dur�ng my whole stay w�th the Shakers a rev�val was go�ng on

among the sp�r�ts �n the �nv�s�ble world. Informat�on of �t was f�rst
rece�ved by one of the fam�l�es �n Oh�o, through a heavenly
messenger. The news of the rev�val soon spread from Oh�o to the
fam�l�es �n New York and New England. It was caused as follows:
George Wash�ngton and most of the Revolut�onary fathers had, by
some means, got converted, and were sent out on a m�ss�on to
preach the gospel to the sp�r�ts who were wander�ng �n darkness.
Many of the w�ld Ind�an tr�bes were sent by them to the d�fferent
Shaker Commun�t�es, to rece�ve �nstruct�on �n the gospel. One of the
tr�bes came to Watervl�et and was 'taken �n,' as I have descr�bed.

"At one of the Sunday meet�ngs, when the several fam�l�es were
met for worsh�p, one of the brothers declared h�mself possessed of
the sp�r�t of George Wash�ngton; and made a speech �nform�ng us
that Napoleon and all h�s Generals were present at our meet�ng,
together w�th many of h�s own off�cers, who fought w�th h�m �n the
Revolut�on. These, as well as many more d�st�ngu�shed personages,
were all Shakers �n the other world, and had been sent to g�ve
�nformat�on relat�ve to the rev�val now go�ng on. In a few m�nutes
each of the persons present at the meet�ng, fell to represent�ng some
one of the great personages alluded to.

"Th�s rev�val commenced when I f�rst went there; and dur�ng the
four months I rema�ned, much of the members' t�me was spent �n
such performances. It appeared to me, that whenever any of the
brethren or s�sters wanted to have some fun, they got possessed of
sp�r�ts, and would go to cutt�ng up capers; all of wh�ch were tolerated
even dur�ng the hours of labor, because whatever they chose to do,
was attr�buted to the sp�r�ts. When they became affected they were



conveyed to the Elder's room; and somet�mes he would have s�x or
seven of them at once. The s�sters who gave vent to the�r frol�csome
feel�ngs, were of course attended to by the Eldress. I m�ght occupy
great space �f I were to go �nto the deta�ls of these sp�r�tual
performances; but there was so much s�m�lar�ty �n them, that I must
ask the reader to let the above suff�ce."

We have om�tted many paragraphs of th�s narrat�ve, relat�ng to
matters generally known through Shaker publ�cat�ons and others,
and many personal deta�ls; our pr�nc�pal object be�ng to g�ve a v�ew
of some of the Shaker man�festat�ons wh�ch seem to have been the
f�rst stage of Modern Sp�r�tual�sm.

The reader w�ll not�ce that the date of these man�festat�ons—the
w�nter of 1842-3—coïnc�des w�th the focal per�od of the Four�er
exc�tement (wh�ch, as we have seen, lapsed �nto Swedenborg�an�sm,
as that d�d �nto Sp�r�tual�sm); also that, on the larger scale, the seven
years of man�festat�ons and closed doors des�gnated by Evans, from
1837 to 1844, coïnc�de w�th the epoch of Transcendental�sm. In the
t�mes of the D�al there was a not�ceable l�k�ng for Shaker�sm among
the Transcendental�sts; and some of the�r leaders have lately shown
s�gns of preferr�ng Shaker�sm to Four�er�sm. We ment�on these
coïnc�dences only as afford�ng gl�mpses of connect�ons and
myster�ous aff�n�t�es, that we do not pretend to understand. Only we
see that both forms of Soc�al�sm favored by the Transcendental�sts—
Shaker�sm and Four�er�sm—have contr�buted the�r whole volume to
swell the flood of Sp�r�tual�sm.

CHAPTER XLVI.



THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY.ToC

Last of all, we must venture a sketch of the Assoc�at�on �n the
bosom of wh�ch, th�s h�story has been wr�tten and pr�nted.

The One�da Commun�ty belongs to the class of rel�g�ous
Soc�al�sms, and, so far as we know, �s the only rel�g�ous Commun�ty
of Amer�can or�g�n. Its founder and most of �ts members are
descendants of New England Pur�tans, and were �n early l�fe
converts and laborers �n the Rev�vals of the Congregat�onal and
Presbyter�an churches. As Un�tar�an�sm r�pened �nto
Transcendental�sm at Boston, and Transcendental�sm produced
Brook Farm, so Orthodoxy r�pened �nto Perfect�on�sm at New Haven,
and Perfect�on�sm produced the One�da Commun�ty.

The story of the founder and foundat�ons of the One�da
Commun�ty, told �n the fewest poss�ble words, �s th�s:

John Humphrey Noyes was born at Brattleboro, Vermont, �n 1811.
The great F�nney Rev�val found h�m at twenty years of age, a college
graduate, study�ng law, and sent h�m to study d�v�n�ty, f�rst at
Andover and afterward at New Haven. Much study of the B�ble,
under the �nstruct�ons of Moses Stuart, Edward Rob�nson and
Nathan�el Taylor, and under the cont�nued and �ncreas�ng �nfluence
of the Rev�val afflatus, soon landed h�m �n a new exper�ence and
new v�ews of the way of salvat�on, wh�ch took the name of
Perfect�on�sm. Th�s was �n February, 1834. The next twelve years he
spent �n study�ng and teach�ng salvat�on from s�n; ch�efly at Putney,
the res�dence of h�s father and fam�ly. Gradually a l�ttle school of
bel�evers gathered around h�m. H�s f�rst permanent assoc�ates were
h�s mother, two s�sters, and a brother. Then came the w�ves of
h�mself and h�s brother, and the husbands of h�s two s�sters. Then
came George Crag�n and h�s fam�ly from New York, and from t�me to
t�me other fam�l�es and �nd�v�duals from var�ous places. They bu�lt a
chapel, and devoted much of the�r t�me to study, and much of the�r
means to pr�nt�ng. So far, however, they were not �n form or theory
Soc�al�sts, but only Rev�val�sts. In fact, dur�ng the whole per�od of the



Four�er exc�tement, though they read the Harb�nger and the Present
and watched the movement w�th great �nterest, they kept the�r
pos�t�on as s�mple bel�evers �n Chr�st�an�ty, and steadfastly cr�t�c�sed
Four�er�sm. Nevertheless dur�ng these same years they were
gradually and almost unconsc�ously evolv�ng the�r own soc�al theory,
and prepar�ng for the tr�al of �t. Though they rejected Four�er�sm, they
drank cop�ously of the sp�r�t of the Harb�nger and of the Soc�al�sts;
and have always acknowledged that they rece�ved a great �mpulse
from Brook Farm. Thus the One�da Commun�ty really �ssued from a
conjunct�on between the Rev�val�sm of Orthodoxy and the Soc�al�sm
of Un�tar�an�sm. In 1846, after the f�re at Brook Farm, and when
Four�er�sm was man�festly pass�ng away, the l�ttle church at Putney
began caut�ously to exper�ment �n Commun�sm. In the fall of 1847,
when Brook Farm was break�ng up, the Putney Commun�ty was also
break�ng up, but �n the agon�es, not of death, but of b�rth. Putney
conservat�sm expelled �t, and a Perfect�on�st Commun�ty, just begun
at One�da under the �nfluence of the Putney school, rece�ved �t.

The story of the Commun�ty s�nce �t thus assumed �ts present
name and form, has been told �n var�ous Annual Reports, Hand-
books, and even �n the newspapers and Encyclopæd�as, t�ll �t �s �n
some sense publ�c property. In the place of repeat�ng �t here, we w�ll
endeavor to g�ve def�n�te �nformat�on on three po�nts that are l�kely to
be most �nterest�ng to the �ntell�gent reader; v�z: 1, the rel�g�ous
theory of the Commun�ty; 2, �ts soc�al theory; and 3, �ts mater�al
results.

As the early exper�ences of the Commun�ty were of two k�nds,
rel�g�ous and soc�al, so each of these exper�ences produced a book.
The rel�g�ous book, called The Berean, was pr�nted at Putney �n
1847, and cons�sted ma�nly of art�cles publ�shed �n the per�od�cals of
the Putney school dur�ng the prev�ous twelve years. The soc�al�st�c
book, called B�ble Commun�sm, was publ�shed �n 1848, a few
months after the settlement at One�da, and was the frankest poss�ble
d�sclosure of the theory of ent�re Commun�sm, for wh�ch the
Commun�ty was then under persecut�on. Both of these books have
long been out of pr�nt. Our best way to g�ve a fa�thful representat�on



of the rel�g�ous and soc�al theor�es of the Commun�ty �n the shortest
form, w�ll be, to rehearse the contents of these books.

Rel�g�ous Theory.
[Table of Contents of The Berean sl�ghtly expanded.]

C������ I. The B�ble: show�ng that �t �s the accred�ted organ of
the K�ngdom of Heaven, and just�fy�ng fa�th �n �t by demonstrat�ng, 1,
that Chr�st endorsed the Old Testament; and 2, that the wr�ters of the
New Testament were the off�c�al representat�ves of Chr�st, so that h�s
cred�t �s �dent�f�ed w�th the�rs.

II. Inf�del�ty among Reformers: trac�ng the h�story of the recent
quarrel w�th the B�ble �n th�s country.

III. The Moral Character of Unbel�ef: show�ng that �t �s voluntary
and cr�m�nal.

IV. The Harmony of Moses and Chr�st.
V. The Ult�mate Ground of Fa�th: show�ng that wh�le we are at f�rst

led �nto bel�ev�ng by the teach�ngs of men and books, we atta�n f�nal
sol�d fa�th only by d�rect sp�r�tual �ns�ght.

VI. The Gu�de of Interpretat�on: show�ng that the ult�mate
�nterpreter of the B�ble �s not the church, as the Pap�sts hold, or the
ph�lolog�sts, as the Protestants hold, but the Sp�r�t of Truth prom�sed
�n John 14: 26.

VII. Object�ons of Ant�-Sp�r�tual�sts: a cr�t�c�sm of Coler�dge's
assert�on that all pretens�ons to sens�ble exper�ence of the Sp�r�t are
absurd.

VIII. The Fa�th once Del�vered to the Sa�nts: show�ng that B�ble
fa�th �s always and everywhere fa�th �n supernatural facts and
sens�ble commun�cat�ons from God.

IX. The Age of Sp�r�tual�sm: show�ng that the world �s full of
symptoms of the com�ng of a new era of sp�r�tual d�scovery.



X. The Sp�r�tual Nature of Man: show�ng that man has an �nv�s�ble
organ�zat�on that �s as substant�al as h�s body.

XI. An�mal Magnet�sm: show�ng that the phenomena of
Mesmer�sm are as �ncred�ble as the B�ble m�racles.

XII. The D�v�ne Nature: show�ng that God �s dual, and that man, as
male and female, �s made �n the �mage of God.

XIII. Creat�on: an act of God's fa�th.
XIV. The Or�g�n of Ev�l: show�ng that Chr�st's theory was that ev�l

comes from the Dev�l as good comes from God.
XV. The Parable of the Sower: �llustrat�ng the preced�ng doctr�ne.
XVI. Parentage of S�n and Hol�ness: �llustrat�ng the same doctr�ne.
XVII. The Cause and the Cure: show�ng that all d�seases of body

and soul are traceable to d�abol�cal �nfluence; and that all rat�onal
med�cat�on and salvat�on must overcome th�s cause.

XVIII. The Atonement: show�ng that Chr�st, �n the sacr�f�ce of
h�mself, destroyed the power of the Dev�l.

XIX. The Cross of Chr�st: Cont�nuat�on of the preced�ng.
XX. Bread of L�fe: show�ng that the euchar�st symbol�zes actual

part�c�pat�on �n that flesh and blood of Chr�st "wh�ch came down from
heaven."

XXI. The New Covenant: show�ng that a d�spensat�on of grace
commenced at the man�festat�on of Chr�st, ent�rely d�fferent from the
preced�ng Jew�sh d�spensat�on.

XXII. Salvat�on from S�n: show�ng that th�s was the spec�al prom�se
and g�ft of the new d�spensat�on.

XXIII. Perfect�on�sm: def�n�ng the term as referr�ng to God's
r�ghteousness, and not self-r�ghteousness.

XXIV. "He that Comm�tteth S�n �s of the Dev�l:" show�ng that th�s
means what �t says.

XXV. Paul not Carnal: show�ng that he was an actual example of
salvat�on from s�n.



XXVI. A H�nt to Temperance Men: show�ng that the common
�nterpretat�on of the seventh chapter of Romans, wh�ch refers the
confess�on "When I would do good ev�l �s present w�th me," etc., to
Chr�st�an exper�ence, exactly su�ts the drunkard, and �s the greatest
obstacle to all reform.

XXVII. Paul's V�ews of Law: show�ng that wh�le he was a
champ�on of the law as a standard of r�ghteousness, he had no fa�th
�n �ts power to secure �ts own fulf�llment, but bel�eved �n the grace of
Chr�st as the end of the law, sav�ng men from s�n, wh�ch the law
could not do.

XXVIII. Ant�-Legal�ty not Ant�nom�an�sm: show�ng that the effectual
government of God rules by grace and truth, and �n d�splac�ng the
law, fulf�ls the law.

XXIX. Two K�nds of Ant�nom�an�sm: show�ng that the worst k�nd �s
that wh�ch cleaves to the law of commandments, and neglects the
law of the Sp�r�t of l�fe.

XXX. The Second B�rth: show�ng that th�s atta�nment �ncludes
salvat�on from s�n, and was never exper�enced t�ll the man�festat�on
of Chr�st.

XXXI. The Two-Fold Nature of the Second B�rth: show�ng that the
"water and sp�r�t" wh�ch are the elements of �t, are not mater�al water
and a�r, but truth and grace, or �ntellectual and sp�r�tual �nfluences.

XXXII. Two Classes of Bel�evers: show�ng that there were �n the
Pr�m�t�ve Church two d�st�nct grades of exper�ence: one that of the
carnal bel�evers, called nep�o�; the other that of the regenerate,
called tele�o�.

XXXIII. The Sp�r�tual Man: show�ng that a stable m�nd, a lov�ng
heart and an unquenchable des�re of progress, are the
character�st�cs of the tele�o�.

XXXIV. Sp�r�tual Puberty: �llustrat�ng regenerat�on by the change of
l�fe wh�ch takes place at natural puberty.

XXXV. The Power of Chr�st's Resurrect�on: show�ng that
regenerat�on, �.e. salvat�on from s�n, comes by fa�th �n the



resurrect�on of Chr�st, commun�cat�ng to the bel�ever the same power
that ra�sed Chr�st from the dead.

XXXVI. An Outl�ne of all Exper�ence: descr�b�ng four grades, v�z.,
1, the natural state; 2, the legal state; 3, the sp�r�tual state; 4, the
glor�f�ed state.

XXXVII. The Way �nto the Hol�est: show�ng that the l�fe g�ven by
Chr�st has opened new access to God.

XXXVIII. Chr�st�an Fa�th: show�ng how �t d�ffers from Jew�sh fa�th;
and how �t �s to be exper�enced.

XXXIX. Settlement w�th the Past: show�ng the Juda�st�c character
of the exper�ences of popular modern sa�nts, and appeal�ng from
them to the standards and examples of the Pr�m�t�ve Church.

XL. The Second Com�ng of Chr�st: show�ng that Chr�st pred�cted,
and that the Pr�m�t�ve Church expected, th�s event to take place
w�th�n one generat�on from h�s f�rst com�ng; that all the s�gns of �ts
approach wh�ch Chr�st foretold, actually came to pass before the
close of the apostol�c age; consequently that s�mple fa�th �s
compelled to aff�rm that he d�d come at the t�me appo�nted, and the
m�stake about the matter has not been �n h�s pred�ct�ons or the
expectat�ons of h�s d�sc�ples, but �n the �mag�nat�ons of the world as
to the phys�cal and publ�c nature of the event.

XLI. A Cr�t�c�sm of Stuart's Commentary on Romans 13: 11, and 2
Thessalon�ans 2: 1-8: show�ng that the premature exc�tement of the
Thessalon�ans, �nstead of d�sprov�ng the theory that the Second
Advent was near at that t�me, conf�rms �t.

XLII. "The Man of S�n:" show�ng that the d�abol�cal power
des�gnated by th�s t�tle, was already at work when the ep�stle to the
Thessalon�ans was wr�tten; that Paul h�mself was w�thstand�ng �t;
and that on h�s departure �t was fully man�fested.

XLIII. A Cr�t�c�sm of Rob�nson's Commentary on the 24th and 25th
chapters of Matthew: show�ng that the Second Com�ng �s the theme
of d�scourse from the 29th verse of the 24th chapter to the 31st of
the 25th; and that then the prophecy passes to the subsequent re�gn
of Chr�st and the general judgment.



XLIV. A Cr�t�c�sm of the Rev. Messrs. Bush and Barnes's allegat�on
that the Apostles were m�staken �n the�r expectat�ons of the Second
Com�ng w�th�n the�r own l�fet�me.

XLV. Date of the Apocalypse: show�ng that �t was wr�tten before
the destruct�on of Jerusalem.

XLVI. Scope of the Apocalypse: show�ng that �t relates to the same
course of events as those pred�cted �n the 24th and 25th of Matthew.

XLVII. The D�spensat�on of the Fullness of T�mes: show�ng that, as
the Second Advent w�th the f�rst resurrect�on and judgment took
place at the end of the t�mes of the Jews, so there �s to be a second
resurrect�on and f�nal judgment at the end of the "t�mes of the
Gent�les," or �n the "d�spensat�on of the fullness of t�mes."

XLVIII. The M�llenn�um: show�ng that the per�od des�gnated by th�s
term �s past.

XLIX. The Two W�tnesses.
L. The F�rst Resurrect�on.
LI. A Cr�t�c�sm of Bush's Theory of the Resurrect�on.
LII. The Keys of Death and Hell.
LIII. Object�ons Answered. The two last chapters are a

cont�nuat�on of the controversy w�th Bush.
LIV. Cr�t�c�sm of Ballou's Theory of the Resurrect�on.
LV. Connect�on of Regenerat�on w�th the Resurrect�on: show�ng

that regenerat�on or salvat�on from s�n �s the �nc�p�ent stage of the
resurrect�on.

LVI. The Second Advent to the Soul: show�ng that there was an
�ntermed�ate com�ng of Chr�st �n the Holy Sp�r�t, between h�s f�rst
personal com�ng and h�s second.

LVII. The Throne of Dav�d: show�ng that Chr�st became k�ng of
heaven and earth de jure and de facto at the end of the Jew�sh
d�spensat�on.



LVIII. The B�rthr�ght of Israel: show�ng that the Jews are, by God's
perpetual covenant, the royal nat�on.

LIX. The Sabbath.
LX. Bapt�sm.
LXI. Marr�age.
LXII. Apostol�cal Success�on: a cr�t�c�sm of the Oxford tracts.
LXIII. Pur�tan Pusey�sm.
LXIV. Un�ty of the k�ngdom of God.
LXV. Peace Pr�nc�ples.
LXVI. The Pr�mary Reform: show�ng that salvat�on from s�n �s the

foundat�on needed by all other reforms.
LXVII. Lead�ngs of the Sp�r�t: show�ng that true �nsp�rat�on does not

make a man a fanat�c or a puppet.
LXVIII. The Doctr�ne of D�sun�ty: a�med aga�nst a theory that

preva�led among Perfect�on�sts, s�m�lar to Warren's Ind�v�dual
Sovere�gnty.

LXIX. F�ery Darts Quenched: show�ng that the fa�l�ngs and
apostas�es of Perfect�on�sts are no argument aga�nst the doctr�ne of
salvat�on from s�n.

LXX. The Love of L�fe: show�ng that the anx�ety about the body
that �s encouraged by doctors and hyg�en�sts, �s the central lust of
the flesh.

LXXI. Abol�t�on of Death: to come �n th�s world, as the last result of
Chr�st's v�ctory over s�n and the Dev�l.

LXXII. Condensat�on of L�fe: show�ng that the un�ty for wh�ch
Chr�st prayed �n John 17: 21-23, �s to be the element of the good
t�me com�ng, reconstruct�ng all th�ngs and abol�sh�ng Death.

LXXIII. Pr�nc�pal�t�es and Powers: referr�ng all our exper�ence to
the �nv�s�ble hosts that are contend�ng over us.



LXXIV. Our Relat�ons to the Pr�m�t�ve Church: show�ng that the
or�g�nal organ�zat�on �nst�tuted by Chr�st and the apostles, �s
access�ble to us, and that our ma�n bus�ness as reformers �s, to open
commun�cat�on w�th that heavenly body.

Soc�al Theory.
[Lead�ng propos�t�ons of B�ble Commun�sm sl�ghtly condensed.]
C������ I.—Show�ng what �s properly to be ant�c�pated

concern�ng the com�ng of the K�ngdom of Heaven and �ts �nst�tut�ons
on earth.

P���������� 1.—The B�ble pred�cts the com�ng of the K�ngdom of
Heaven on earth. Dan. 2: 44. Isa. 25: 6-9.

2.—The adm�n�strat�on of the w�ll of God �n h�s k�ngdom on earth,
w�ll be the same as the adm�n�strat�on of h�s w�ll �n heaven. Matt. 6:
10. Eph. 1: 10.

3.—In heaven God re�gns over body, soul, and estate, w�thout
�nterference from human governments. Dan. 2: 44. 1 Cor. 15: 24, 25.
Isa. 26: 13, 14, and 33: 22.

4.—The �nst�tut�ons of the K�ngdom of Heaven are of such a
nature, that the general d�sclosure of them �n the apostol�c age would
have been �ncons�stent w�th the cont�nuance of the �nst�tut�ons of the
world through the t�mes of the Gent�les. They were not, therefore,
brought out �n deta�l on the surface of the B�ble, but were d�sclosed
verbally by Paul and others, to the �nter�or part of the church. 1 Cor.
2: 6. 2 Cor. 12: 4. John 16: 12, 13. Heb. 9: 5.

C������ II.—Show�ng that Marr�age �s not an �nst�tut�on of the
K�ngdom of Heaven, and must g�ve place to Commun�sm.

P���������� 5.—In the K�ngdom of Heaven, the �nst�tut�on of
marr�age, wh�ch ass�gns the exclus�ve possess�on of one woman to
one man, does not ex�st. Matt. 22: 23-30.



6.—In the K�ngdom of Heaven the �nt�mate un�on of l�fe and
�nterest, wh�ch �n the world �s l�m�ted to pa�rs, extends through the
whole body of bel�evers; �.e. complex marr�age takes the place of
s�mple. John 17: 21. Chr�st prayed that all bel�evers m�ght be one,
even as he and the Father are one. H�s un�ty w�th the Father �s
def�ned �n the words, "All m�ne are th�ne, and all th�ne are m�ne." Ver.
10. Th�s perfect commun�ty of �nterests, then, w�ll be the cond�t�on of
all, when h�s prayer �s answered. The un�versal un�ty of the members
of Chr�st, �s descr�bed �n the same terms that are used to descr�be
marr�age un�ty. Compare 1 Cor. 12: 12-27, w�th Gen. 2: 24. See also
1 Cor. 6: 15-17, and Eph. 5: 30-32.

7.—The effects of the effus�on of the Holy Sp�r�t on the day of
Pentecost, present a pract�cal commentary on Chr�st's prayer for the
un�ty of bel�evers, and a sample of the tendency of heavenly
�nfluences, wh�ch fully conf�rm the forego�ng propos�t�on. "All that
bel�eved were together and had all th�ngs common; and sold the�r
possess�ons and goods, and parted them to all, as every man had
need." "The mult�tude of them that bel�eved were of one heart and of
one soul; ne�ther sa�d any of them that aught of the th�ngs wh�ch he
possessed was h�s own; but they had all th�ngs common." Acts 2:
44, 45, and 4: 32. Here �s un�ty l�ke that of the Father and the Son:
"All m�ne th�ne, and all th�ne m�ne."

8.—Adm�tt�ng that the Commun�ty pr�nc�ple of the day of
Pentecost, �n �ts actual operat�on at that t�me, extended only to
mater�al goods, yet we aff�rm that there �s no �ntr�ns�c d�fference
between property �n persons and property �n th�ngs; and that the
same sp�r�t wh�ch abol�shed exclus�veness �n regard to money, would
abol�sh, �f c�rcumstances allowed full scope to �t, exclus�veness �n
regard to women and ch�ldren. Paul expressly places property �n
women and property �n goods �n the same category, and speaks of
them together, as ready to be abol�shed by the advent of the
K�ngdom of Heaven. "The t�me," says he, "�s short; �t rema�neth that
they that have w�ves be as though they had none; and they that buy
as though they possessed not; for the fash�on of th�s world passeth
away." 1 Cor. 7: 29-31.



9.—The abol�shment of appropr�at�on �s �nvolved �n the very nature
of a true relat�on to Chr�st �n the gospel. Th�s we prove thus: The
possess�ve feel�ng wh�ch expresses �tself by the possess�ve pronoun
m�ne, �s the same �n essence when �t relates to persons, as when �t
relates to money or any other property. Amat�veness and
acqu�s�t�veness are only d�fferent channels of one stream. They
converge as we trace them to the�r source. Grammar w�ll help us to
ascerta�n the�r common center; for the possess�ve pronoun m�ne, �s
der�ved from the personal pronoun I; and so the possess�ve feel�ng,
whether amat�ve or acqu�s�t�ve, flows from the personal feel�ng, that
�s, �t �s a branch of egot�sm. Now egot�sm �s abol�shed by the gospel
relat�on to Chr�st. The grand mystery of the gospel �s v�tal un�on w�th
Chr�st; the merg�ng of self �n h�s l�fe; the ext�ngu�shment of the
pronoun I at the sp�r�tual center. Thus Paul says, "I l�ve, yet not I, but
Chr�st l�veth �n me." The grand d�st�nct�on between the Chr�st�an and
the unbel�ever, between heaven and the world, �s, that �n one re�gns
the We-sp�r�t, and �n the other the I-sp�r�t. From I comes m�ne, and
from the I-sp�r�t comes exclus�ve appropr�at�on of money, women,
etc. From we comes ours, and from the We-sp�r�t comes un�versal
commun�ty of �nterests.

10.—The abol�shment of exclus�veness �s �nvolved �n the love-
relat�on requ�red between all bel�evers by the express �njunct�on of
Chr�st and the apostles, and by the whole tenor of the New
Testament. "The new commandment �s, that we love one another,"
and that, not by pa�rs, as �n the world, but en masse. We are
requ�red to love one another fervently. The fash�on of the world
forb�ds a man and woman who are otherw�se appropr�ated, to love
one another fervently. But �f they obey Chr�st they must do th�s; and
whoever would allow them to do th�s, and yet would forb�d them (on
any other ground than that of present exped�ency), to express the�r
un�ty, would "stra�n at a gnat and swallow a camel;" for un�ty of
hearts �s as much more �mportant than any external express�on of �t,
as a camel �s larger than a gnat.

11.—The abol�shment of soc�al restr�ct�ons �s �nvolved �n the ant�-
legal�ty of the gospel. It �s �ncompat�ble w�th the state of perfected
freedom toward wh�ch Paul's gospel of "grace w�thout law" leads,



that man should be allowed and requ�red to love �n all d�rect�ons, and
yet be forb�dden to express love except �n one d�rect�on. In fact Paul
says, w�th d�rect reference to sexual �ntercourse—"All th�ngs are
lawful for me, but all th�ngs are not exped�ent; all th�ngs are lawful for
me, but I w�ll not be brought under the power of any;" (1 Cor. 6: 12;)
thus plac�ng the restr�ct�ons wh�ch were necessary �n the trans�t�on
per�od on the bas�s, not of law, but of exped�ency and the demands
of sp�r�tual freedom, and leav�ng �t fa�rly to be �nferred that �n the f�nal
state, when host�le surround�ngs and powers of bondage cease, all
restr�ct�ons also w�ll cease.

12.—The abol�shment of the marr�age system �s �nvolved �n Paul's
doctr�ne of the end of ord�nances. Marr�age �s one of the "ord�nances
of the worldly sanctuary." Th�s �s proved by the fact that �t has no
place �n the resurrect�on. Paul expressly l�m�ts �t to l�fe �n the flesh.
Rom. 7: 2, 3. The assumpt�on, therefore, that bel�evers are dead to
the world by the death of Chr�st (wh�ch author�zed the abol�shment of
Jew�sh ord�nances), leg�t�mately makes an end of marr�age. Col. 2:
20.

13.—The law of marr�age �s the same �n k�nd w�th the Jew�sh law
concern�ng meats and dr�nks and holy days, of wh�ch Paul sa�d that
they were "contrary to us, and were taken out of the way, be�ng
na�led to the cross." Col. 2: 14. The plea �n favor of the worldly soc�al
system, that �t �s not arb�trary, but founded �n nature, w�ll not bear
�nvest�gat�on. All exper�ence test�f�es (the theory of the novels to the
contrary notw�thstand�ng), that sexual love �s not naturally restr�cted
to pa�rs. Second marr�ages are contrary to the one-love theory, and
yet are often the happ�est marr�ages. Men and women f�nd
un�versally (however the fact may be concealed), that the�r
suscept�b�l�ty to love �s not burnt out by one honey-moon, or sat�sf�ed
by one lover. On the contrary, the secret h�story of the human heart
w�ll bear out the assert�on that �t �s capable of lov�ng any number of
t�mes and any number of persons, and that the more �t loves the
more �t can love. Th�s �s the law of nature, thrust out of s�ght and
condemned by common consent, and yet secretly known to all.

14.—The law of marr�age "worketh wrath." 1. It provokes to secret
adultery, actual or of the heart. 2. It t�es together unmatched natures.



3. It sunders matched natures. 4. It g�ves to sexual appet�te only a
scanty and monotonous allowance, and so produces the natural
v�ces of poverty, contract�on of taste and st�ng�ness or jealousy. 5. It
makes no prov�s�on for the sexual appet�te at the very t�me when that
appet�te �s the strongest. By the custom of the world, marr�age, �n the
average of cases, takes place at about the age of twenty-four;
whereas puberty commences at the age of fourteen. For ten years,
therefore, and that �n the very flush of l�fe, the sexual appet�te �s
starved. Th�s law of soc�ety bears hardest on females, because they
have less opportun�ty of choos�ng the�r t�me of marr�age than men.
Th�s d�screpancy between the marr�age system and nature, �s one of
the pr�nc�pal sources of the pecul�ar d�seases of women, of
prost�tut�on, masturbat�on, and l�cent�ousness �n general.

C������ III.—Show�ng that death �s to be abol�shed, and that, to
th�s end, there must be a restorat�on of true relat�ons between the
Sexes.

P���������� 15.—The K�ngdom of Heaven �s dest�ned to abol�sh
death �n th�s world. Rom. 8: 19-25. 1. Cor. 15: 24-26. Isa. 25: 8.

16.—The abol�t�on of death �s to be the last tr�umph of the
K�ngdom of Heaven; and the subject�on of all other powers to Chr�st
must go before �t. 1 Cor. 15: 24-26. Isa. 33: 22-24.

17.—The restorat�on of true relat�ons between the sexes �s a
matter second �n �mportance only to the reconc�l�at�on of man to God.
The d�st�nct�on of male and female �s that wh�ch makes man the
�mage of God, �.e. the �mage of the Father and the Son. Gen. 1: 27.
The relat�on of male and female was the f�rst soc�al relat�on. Gen. 2:
22. It �s therefore the root of all other soc�al relat�ons. The
derangement of th�s relat�on was the f�rst result of the or�g�nal breach
w�th God. Gen. 3: 7; comp. 2: 25. Adam and Eve were, at the
beg�nn�ng, �n open, fearless, sp�r�tual fellowsh�p, f�rst w�th God, and
secondly, w�th each other. The�r transgress�on produced two
correspond�ng al�enat�ons, v�z., f�rst, an al�enat�on from God,
�nd�cated by the�r fear of meet�ng h�m and the�r h�d�ng themselves
among the trees of the garden; and secondly, an al�enat�on from



each other, �nd�cated by the�r shame at the�r nakedness and the�r
h�d�ng themselves from each other by cloth�ng. These were the two
great man�festat�ons of or�g�nal s�n—the only man�festat�ons
presented to not�ce �n the record of the apostacy. The f�rst th�ng then
to be done, �n an attempt to redeem man and reörgan�ze soc�ety, �s
to br�ng about reconc�l�at�on w�th God; and the second th�ng �s to
br�ng about a true un�on of the sexes. In other words, rel�g�on �s the
f�rst subject of �nterest, and sexual moral�ty the second, �n the great
enterpr�se of establ�sh�ng the K�ngdom of Heaven on earth.

18.—We may cr�t�c�se the system of the Four�er�sts, thus: The
cha�n of ev�ls wh�ch holds human�ty �n ru�n, has four l�nks, v�z., 1st, a
breach w�th God; (Gen. 3: 8;) 2d, a d�srupt�on of the sexes, �nvolv�ng
a spec�al curse on woman; (Gen. 3: 16;) 3d, the curse of oppress�ve
labor, bear�ng spec�ally on man; (Gen. 3: 17-19;) 4th, the re�gn of
d�sease and death. (Gen. 3: 22-24.) These are all �nextr�cably
compl�cated w�th each other. The true scheme of redempt�on beg�ns
w�th reconc�l�at�on w�th God, proceeds f�rst to a restorat�on of true
relat�ons between the sexes, then to a reform of the �ndustr�al
system, and ends w�th v�ctory over death. Four�er�sm has no eye to
the f�nal v�ctory over death, defers attent�on to the rel�g�ous quest�on
and the sexual quest�on t�ll some centur�es hence, and conf�nes �tself
to the rect�fy�ng of the �ndustr�al system. In other words, Four�er�sm
ne�ther beg�ns at the beg�nn�ng nor looks to the end of the cha�n, but
fastens �ts whole �nterest on the th�rd l�nk, neglect�ng two that
precede �t, and �gnor�ng that wh�ch follows �t. The s�n-system, the
marr�age-system, the work-system, and the death-system, are all
one, and must be abol�shed together. Hol�ness, free-love,
assoc�at�on �n labor, and �mmortal�ty, const�tute the cha�n of
redempt�on, and must come together �n the�r true order.

19.—From what precedes, �t �s ev�dent that any attempt to
revolut�on�ze sexual moral�ty before settlement w�th God, �s out of
order. Hol�ness must go before free love. B�ble Commun�sts are not
respons�ble for the proceed�ngs of those who meddle w�th the sexual
quest�on, before they have la�d the foundat�on of true fa�th and un�on
w�th God.



20.—D�v�d�ng the sexual relat�on �nto two branches, the amat�ve
and propagat�ve, the amat�ve or love-relat�on �s f�rst �n �mportance,
as �t �s �n the order of nature. God made woman because "he saw �t
was not good for man to be alone;" (Gen. 2: 18); �.e., for soc�al, not
pr�mar�ly for propagat�ve, purposes. Eve was called Adam's "help-
meet." In the whole of the spec�f�c account of the creat�on of woman,
she �s regarded as h�s compan�on, and her maternal off�ce �s not
brought �nto v�ew. Gen. 2: 18-25. Amat�veness was necessar�ly the
f�rst soc�al affect�on developed �n the garden of Eden. The second
commandment of the eternal law of love, "Thou shalt love thy
ne�ghbor as thyself," had amat�veness for �ts f�rst channel; for Eve
was at f�rst Adam's only ne�ghbor. Propagat�on and the affect�ons
connected w�th �t, d�d not commence the�r operat�on dur�ng the
per�od of �nnocence. After the fall God sa�d to the woman, "I w�ll
greatly mult�ply thy sorrow and thy concept�on;" from wh�ch �t �s to be
�nferred that �n the or�g�nal state, concept�on would have been
comparat�vely �nfrequent.

21.—The amat�ve part of the sexual relat�on, separate from the
propagat�ve, �s em�nently favorable to l�fe. It �s not a source of l�fe (as
some would make �t), but �t �s the f�rst and best d�str�but�ve of l�fe.
Adam and Eve, �n the�r or�g�nal state, der�ved the�r l�fe from God.
Gen. 2: 7. As God �s a dual be�ng, the Father and the Son, and man
was made �n h�s �mage, a dual l�fe passed from God to man. Adam
was the channel spec�ally of the l�fe of the Father, and Eve of the l�fe
of the Son. Amat�veness was the natural agency of the d�str�but�on
and mutual act�on of these two forms of l�fe. In th�s pr�m�t�ve pos�t�on
of the sexes (wh�ch �s the�r normal pos�t�on �n Chr�st), each reflects
upon the other the love of God; each exc�tes and develops the d�v�ne
act�on �n the other.

22.—The propagat�ve part of the sexual relat�on �s �n �ts nature the
expens�ve department. 1. Wh�le amat�veness keeps the cap�tal stock
of l�fe c�rculat�ng between two, propagat�on �ntroduces a th�rd partner.

2. The propagat�ve act �s a dra�n on the l�fe of man, and when
hab�tual, produces d�sease. 3. The �nf�rm�t�es and v�tal expenses of
woman dur�ng the long per�od of pregnancy, waste her const�tut�on.
4. The awful agon�es of ch�ld-b�rth heav�ly tax the l�fe of woman. 5.



The cares of the nurs�ng per�od bear heav�ly on woman. 6. The cares
of both parents, through the per�od of the ch�ldhood of the�r offspr�ng,
are many and burdensome. 7. The labor of man �s greatly �ncreased
by the necess�ty of prov�d�ng for ch�ldren. A port�on of these
expenses would undoubtedly have been curta�led, �f human nature
had rema�ned �n �ts or�g�nal �ntegr�ty, and w�ll be, when �t �s restored.
But �t �s st�ll self-ev�dent that the b�rth of ch�ldren, v�ewed e�ther as a
v�tal or a mechan�cal operat�on, �s �n �ts nature expens�ve; and the
fact that mult�pl�ed concept�on was �mposed as a curse, �nd�cates
that �t was so regarded by the Creator.

C������ IV.—Show�ng how the Sexual Funct�on �s to be
redeemed, and true relat�ons between the sexes restored.

P���������� 23.—The amat�ve and propagat�ve funct�ons are
d�st�nct from each other, and may be separated pract�cally. They are
confounded �n the world, both �n the theor�es of phys�olog�sts and �n
un�versal pract�ce. The amat�ve funct�on �s regarded merely as a ba�t
to the propagat�ve, and �s merged �n �t. But �f amat�veness �s, as we
have seen, the f�rst and noblest of the soc�al affect�ons, and �f the
propagat�ve part of the sexual relat�on was or�g�nally secondary, and
became paramount by the subvers�on of order �n the fall, we are
bound to ra�se the amat�ve off�ce of the sexual organs �nto a d�st�nct
and paramount funct�on. [Here follows a full expos�t�on of the
doctr�ne of self-control or Male Cont�nence, wh�ch �s an essent�al part
of the One�da theory, but may properly be om�tted �n th�s h�story.]

C������ V.—Show�ng that Shame, �nstead of be�ng one of the
pr�me v�rtues, �s a part of or�g�nal S�n and belongs to the Apostasy.

P���������� 24.—Sexual shame was the consequence of the fall,
and �s fact�t�ous and �rrat�onal. Gen. 2: 25; compare 3: 7. Adam and
Eve, wh�le �nnocent, had no shame; l�ttle ch�ldren have none; other
an�mals have none.



C������ VI.—Show�ng the bear�ngs of the preced�ng v�ews on
Soc�al�sm, Pol�t�cal Economy, Manners and Customs, etc.

P���������� 25.—The forego�ng pr�nc�ples concern�ng the sexual
relat�on, open the way for Assoc�at�on. 1. They furn�sh mot�ves. They
apply to larger partnersh�ps the same attract�ons that draw and b�nd
together pa�rs �n the worldly partnersh�p of marr�age. A Commun�ty
home �n wh�ch each �s marr�ed to all, and where love �s honored and
cult�vated, w�ll be as much more attract�ve than an ord�nary home, as
the Commun�ty out-numbers a pa�r. 2. These pr�nc�ples remove the
pr�nc�pal obstruct�ons �n the way of Assoc�at�on. There �s plenty of
tendency to cross�ng love and adultery, even �n the system of
�solated households. Assoc�at�on �ncreases th�s tendency.
Amalgamat�on of �nterests, frequency of �nterv�ew, and
compan�onsh�p �n labor, �nev�tably g�ve act�v�ty and �ntens�ty to the
soc�al attract�ons �n wh�ch amat�veness �s the strongest element. The
tendency to extra-matr�mon�al love w�ll be proport�oned to the
condensat�on of �nterests produced by any g�ven form of Assoc�at�on;
that �s, �f the ord�nary pr�nc�ples of exclus�veness are preserved,
Assoc�at�on w�ll be a worse school of temptat�on to unlawful love
than the world �s, �n proport�on to �ts soc�al advantages. Love, �n the
exclus�ve form, has jealousy for �ts complement; and jealousy br�ngs
on str�fe and d�v�s�on. Assoc�at�on, therefore, �f �t reta�ns one-love
exclus�veness, conta�ns the seeds of d�ssolut�on; and those seeds
w�ll be hastened to the�r harvest by the warmth of assoc�ate l�fe. An
Assoc�at�on of States w�th custom-house l�nes around each, �s sure
to be quarrelsome. The further States �n that s�tuat�on are apart, and
the more the�r �nterests are �solated, the better. The only way to
prevent smuggl�ng and str�fe �n a confederat�on of cont�guous States,
�s to abol�sh custom-house l�nes from the �nter�or, and declare free-
trade and free trans�t, collect�ng revenues and foster�ng home
products by one custom-house l�ne around the whole. Th�s �s the
pol�cy of the heavenly system—'that they all [not two and two] may
be one.'

26.—In v�tal soc�ety, strength w�ll be �ncreased and the necess�ty
of labor d�m�n�shed, t�ll work w�ll become sport, as �t would have been
�n the or�g�nal Eden state. Gen. 2: 15; compare 3: 17-19. Here we



come to the f�eld of the Four�er�sts—the th�rd l�nk of the cha�n of ev�l.
And here we shall doubtless ult�mately ava�l ourselves of many of the
econom�cal and �ndustr�al d�scover�es of Four�er. But as the
fundamental pr�nc�ple of our system d�ffers ent�rely from that of
Four�er, (our foundat�on be�ng h�s superstructure, and v�ce versa,)
and as every system necessar�ly has �ts own complement of external
arrangements, conformed to �ts own gen�us, we w�ll pursue our
�nvest�gat�ons for the present �ndependently, and w�th spec�al
reference to our pecul�ar pr�nc�ples.—Labor �s sport or drudgery
accord�ng to the proport�on between strength and the work to be
done. Work that overtasks a ch�ld, �s easy to a man. The amount of
work rema�n�ng the same, �f man's strength were doubled, the result
would be the same as �f the amount of work were d�m�n�shed one-
half. To make labor sport, therefore, we must seek, f�rst, �ncrease of
strength, and secondly, d�m�nut�on of work: or, (as �n the former
problem relat�ng to the curse on woman), f�rst, enlargement of
�ncome, and secondly, d�m�nut�on of expenses. V�tal soc�ety secures
both of these objects. It �ncreases strength, by plac�ng the �nd�v�dual
�n a v�tal organ�zat�on, wh�ch �s �n commun�cat�on w�th the source of
l�fe, and wh�ch d�str�butes and c�rculates l�fe w�th the h�ghest act�v�ty;
and at the same t�me, by �ts compound econom�es, �t reduces the
work to be done to a m�n�mum.

27.—In v�tal soc�ety labor w�ll become attract�ve. Lov�ng
compan�onsh�p �n labor, and espec�ally the m�ngl�ng of the sexes,
makes labor attract�ve. The present d�v�s�on of labor between the
sexes separates them ent�rely. The woman keeps house, and the
man labors abroad. Instead of th�s, �n v�tal soc�ety men and women
w�ll m�ngle �n both of the�r pecul�ar departments of work. It w�ll be
econom�cally as well as sp�r�tually prof�table, to marry them �n-doors
and out, by day as well as by n�ght. When the part�t�on between the
sexes �s taken away, and man ceases to make woman a propagat�ve
drudge, when love takes the place of shame, and fash�on follows
nature �n dress and bus�ness, men and women w�ll be able to m�ngle
�n all the�r employments, as boys and g�rls m�ngle �n the�r sports; and
then labor w�ll be attract�ve.



28.—We can now see our way to v�ctory over death.
Reconc�l�at�on w�th God opens the way for the reconc�l�at�on of the
sexes. Reconc�l�at�on of the sexes emanc�pates woman, and opens
the way for v�tal soc�ety. V�tal soc�ety �ncreases strength, d�m�n�shes
work, and makes labor attract�ve, thus remov�ng the antecedents of
death. F�rst we abol�sh s�n; then shame; then the curse on woman of
exhaust�ng ch�ld-bear�ng; then the curse on man of exhaust�ng labor;
and so we arr�ve regularly at the tree of l�fe.

C������ VII.—A conclud�ng Caveat, that ought to be noted by
every Reader of the forego�ng Argument.

P���������� 29.—The w�ll of God �s done �n heaven, and of
course w�ll be done �n h�s k�ngdom on earth, not merely by general
obed�ence to const�tut�onal pr�nc�ples, but by spec�f�c obed�ence to
the adm�n�strat�on of h�s Sp�r�t. The const�tut�on of a nat�on �s one
th�ng, and the l�v�ng adm�n�strat�on of government �s another.
Ord�nary theology d�rects attent�on ch�efly, and almost exclus�vely, to
the const�tut�onal pr�nc�ples of God's government; and the same may
be sa�d of Four�er�sm, and all schemes of reform based on the
development of "natural laws." But as loyal subjects of God, we must
g�ve and call attent�on to h�s actual adm�n�strat�on; �.e., to h�s w�ll
d�rectly man�fested by h�s Sp�r�t and the agents of h�s Sp�r�t, v�z., h�s
off�cers and representat�ves. We must look to God, not only for a
Const�tut�on, but for Pres�dent�al outlook and counsel; for a cab�net
and corps of off�cers; for nat�onal a�ms and plans; for d�rect�on, not
only �n regard to pr�nc�ples to be carr�ed out, but �n regard to t�me
and c�rcumstance �n carry�ng them out. In other words, the men who
are called to usher �n the K�ngdom of God, w�ll be gu�ded, not merely
by theoret�cal truth, but by the Sp�r�t of God and spec�f�c
man�festat�ons of h�s w�ll and pol�cy, as were Abraham, Moses,
Dav�d, Jesus Chr�st, Paul, &c. Th�s w�ll be called a fanat�cal pr�nc�ple,
because �t requ�res bona f�de commun�cat�on w�th the heavens, and
d�splaces the sanct�f�ed max�m that the "age of m�racles and
�nsp�rat�on �s past." But �t �s clearly a B�ble pr�nc�ple; and we must
place �t on h�gh, above all others, as the pallad�um of conservat�sm �n
the �ntroduct�on of the new soc�al order.



Two express�ons occur �n the forego�ng summar�es wh�ch need
some explanat�on; v�z., �n the f�rst, the word Sp�r�tual�st; and �n the
second, the term Free Love. W�thout explanat�on, the modern reader
m�ght suppose these express�ons to be used �n the sense commonly
attached to them at the present t�me. But �f he w�ll cons�der that the
art�cles �n The Berean were f�rst publ�shed long before the b�rth of
Modern Sp�r�tual�sm, and that B�ble Commun�sm was publ�shed long
before the b�rth of Free Love among Sp�r�tual�sts, he w�ll see that
these express�ons do not mean �n the above documents, what they
mean �n popular usage, and do not �n any way connect the One�da
Commun�ty w�th Modern Sp�r�tual�sts, or w�th the�r system of Free
Love. The s�mple truth �s, that the Putney school �nvented the term
Sp�r�tual�st to des�gnate all bel�evers �n �mmed�ate commun�cat�on
w�th the sp�r�tual world, referr�ng at the t�me spec�ally to
Perfect�on�sts and Rev�val�sts, and mark�ng the d�st�nct�on between
them and the legal�sts of the churches; and they �nvented the term
Free Love to des�gnate the soc�al state of the K�ngdom of Heaven as
def�ned �n B�ble Commun�sm. Afterward these terms were
appropr�ated and spec�al�zed by the followers of Andrew Jackson
Dav�s and Thomas L. N�chols. The One�da Commun�sts have for
many years pr�nted and re-pr�nted �n the�r var�ous publ�cat�ons the
follow�ng protest, wh�ch may f�tly close th�s account of the�r rel�g�ous
and soc�al theor�es:



FREE LOVE.
[From the Hand-Book of the One�da Commun�ty.]

"Th�s terr�ble comb�nat�on of two very good �deas—freedom and
love—was f�rst used by the wr�ters of the One�da Commun�ty about
twenty-one years ago, and probably or�g�nated w�th them. It was
however soon taken up by a very d�fferent class of speculators
scattered about the country, and has come to be the name of a form
of soc�al�sm w�th wh�ch we have but l�ttle aff�n�ty. St�ll �t �s somet�mes
appl�ed to our Commun�t�es; and as we are certa�nly respons�ble for
start�ng �t �nto c�rculat�on, �t seems to be our duty to tell what
mean�ng we attach to �t, and �n what sense we are w�ll�ng to accept �t
as a des�gnat�on of our soc�al system.

"The obv�ous and essent�al d�fference between marr�age and
l�cent�ous connect�ons may be stated thus:

"Marr�age �s permanent un�on. L�cent�ousness deals �n temporary
fl�rtat�ons.

"In marr�age, Commun�sm of property goes w�th Commun�sm of
persons. In l�cent�ousness, love �s pa�d for as h�red labor.

"Marr�age makes a man respons�ble for the consequences of h�s
acts of love to a woman. In l�cent�ousness, a man �mposes on a
woman the heavy burdens of matern�ty, ru�n�ng perhaps her
reputat�on and her health, and then goes h�s way w�thout
respons�b�l�ty.

"Marr�age prov�des for the ma�ntenance and educat�on of ch�ldren.
L�cent�ousness �gnores ch�ldren as nu�sances, and leaves them to
chance.

"Now �n respect to every one of these po�nts of d�fference between
marr�age and l�cent�ousness, we stand w�th marr�age. Free Love w�th
us does not mean freedom to love to-day and leave to-morrow; nor
freedom to take a woman's person and keep our property to
ourselves; nor freedom to fre�ght a woman w�th our offspr�ng and
send her down stream w�thout care or help; nor freedom to beget
ch�ldren and leave them to the street and the poor-house. Our



Commun�t�es are fam�l�es, as d�st�nctly bounded and separated from
prom�scuous soc�ety as ord�nary households. The t�e that b�nds us
together �s as permanent and sacred, to say the least, as that of
marr�age, for �t �s our rel�g�on. We rece�ve no members (except by
decept�on or m�stake), who do not g�ve heart and hand to the fam�ly
�nterest for l�fe and forever. Commun�ty of property extends just as
far as freedom of love. Every man's care and every dollar of the
common property �s pledged for the ma�ntenance and protect�on of
the women, and the educat�on of the ch�ldren of the Commun�ty.
Bastardy, �n any d�sastrous sense of the word, �s s�mply �mposs�ble
�n such a soc�al state. Whoever w�ll take the trouble to follow our
track from the beg�nn�ng, w�ll f�nd no forsaken women or ch�ldren by
the way. In th�s respect we cla�m to be �n advance of marr�age and
common c�v�l�zat�on.

"We are not sure how far the class of soc�al�sts called 'Free
Lovers' would cla�m for themselves any th�ng l�ke the above defense
from the charge of reckless and cruel freedom; but our �mpress�on �s
that the�r pos�t�on, scattered as they are, w�thout organ�zat�on or
def�n�te separat�on from surround�ng soc�ety, makes �t �mposs�ble for
them to follow and care for the consequences of the�r freedom, and
thus exposes them to the just charge of l�cent�ousness. At all events
the�r platform �s ent�rely d�fferent from ours, and they must answer for
themselves. We are not 'Free Lovers' �n any sense that makes love
less b�nd�ng or respons�ble than �t �s �n marr�age."[C]

Mater�al Results.
The concrete results of Commun�sm at One�da, have been made

publ�c from t�me to t�me �n the C�rcular, the weekly paper of the
Commun�ty. The "journal" columns of th�s sheet, �n wh�ch are g�ven
the ups and downs of Commun�ty progress, w�th much of the goss�p
of �ts home l�fe, would f�ll several volumes. Referr�ng the �nqu�s�t�ve
reader to these for deta�ls, we shall l�m�t our present sketch to the
ma�n outl�nes:

The One�da Commun�ty has two hundred and two members, and
two aff�l�ated soc�et�es, one of forty members at Wall�ngford,



Connect�cut, and one of th�rty-f�ve members at W�llow Place, on a
detached part of the One�da doma�n. Th�s doma�n cons�sts of s�x
hundred and s�xty-four acres of cho�ce land, and three excellent
water-powers. The manufactur�ng �nterest here created �s valued at
over $200,000. The Wall�ngford doma�n cons�sts of two hundred and
twenty-e�ght acres, w�th a water-power, a pr�nt�ng-off�ce and a s�lk-
factory. The three Commun�ty fam�l�es (�n all two hundred and
seventy-seven persons) are f�nanc�ally and soc�ally a un�t.

The ma�n dwell�ng of the Commun�ty �s a br�ck structure cons�st�ng
of a center and two w�ngs, the whole one hundred and e�ghty-seven
feet �n length, by seventy �n breadth. It has towers at e�ther end and
�rregular extens�ons reach�ng one hundred feet �n the rear. Th�s �s the
Commun�ty Home. It conta�ns the chapel, l�brary, recept�on-room,
museum, pr�nc�pal draw�ng-rooms, and many pr�vate apartments.
The other bu�ld�ngs of the group are the "old mans�on," conta�n�ng
the k�tchen and d�n�ng-room, the Tont�ne, wh�ch �s a work-bu�ld�ng,
the fru�t-house, the store, etc. The manufactur�ng bu�ld�ngs �n
connect�on w�th the water-powers are large, and mostly of br�ck. The
organ�c pr�nc�ple of Commun�sm �n �ndustry and domest�c l�fe, �s
seen �n the common roof, the common table, and the da�ly meet�ngs
of all the members.

The extent and var�ety of �ndustr�al operat�ons at the One�da
Commun�ty may be seen �n part by the follow�ng stat�st�cs from the
report of last year, (1868.)

No. of steel traps
manufactured dur�ng
the year,

278,000.

No. of packages of
preserved fru�ts, 104,458.

Amount of raw s�lk
manufactured,

4,664
lbs.

Iron cast at the
foundry,

227,000
do.

Lumber manufactured 305,000



at saw-m�ll, feet.
Product of m�lk from
the da�ry,

31,143
gallons.

Product of hay on the
doma�n,

300
tons.

Product of potatoes, 800
bushels.

Product of
strawberr�es, 740 do.

Product of apples, 1,450
do.

Product of grapes, 9,631
lbs.

Stock on the farm, 93 cattle and 25 horses. Amount of team�ng
done, valued at $6,260.

In add�t�on to these, many branches of �ndustry necessary for the
conven�ence of the fam�ly are pursued, such as shoemak�ng,
ta�lor�ng, dent�stry, etc. The cash bus�ness of the Commun�ty dur�ng
the year, as represented by �ts rece�pts and d�sbursements, was
about $575,000. Amount pa�d for h�red labor $34,000. Fam�ly
expenses (exclus�ve of domest�c labor by the members, teach�ng,
and work �n the pr�nt�ng off�ce), $41,533.43.

The amount of labor performed by the Commun�ty members
dur�ng the year, was found to be approx�mately as follows:

 Number.
Amount
of labor

per
day.

Able-bod�ed
men. 80 7 hours

Able-bod�ed
women. 84 6 hours

40 m�n.
Inval�d and
aged men.

6 3 hours
40 m�n.



Boys. 4 3 hours
40 m�n.

Inval�d and
aged women. 9 1 hours

20 m�n.

G�rls. 2 1 hours
20 m�n.

Th�s �s exclus�ve of care of ch�ldren, school-teach�ng, pr�nt�ng and
ed�t�ng the C�rcular, and much head-work �n all departments.

Tak�ng 304 days for the work�ng year, we have, as a product of the
above f�gures, a total of 35,568 days' work at ten hours each.
Suppos�ng th�s labor to be pa�d at the rate of $1.50 per day, the
aggregate sum for the year would be $53,352.00. By compar�ng th�s
w�th the amount of fam�ly expenses, $41,533.43, we f�nd, at the
g�ven rate of wages, a surplus of prof�t amount�ng to $11,818.57, or
33 cents prof�t for each person per day. Th�s represents the sav�ng
wh�ch ord�nary unsk�lled labor would make by means of the mere
economy of Assoc�at�on. Were �t poss�ble for a sk�llful mechan�c to
l�ve �n co-operat�on w�th others, so that h�s w�fe and elder ch�ldren
could spend some t�me at product�ve labor, and h�s fam�ly could
secure the econom�es of comb�ned households, the�r wages at
present rates would be more than double the cost of l�v�ng. Labor �n
the Commun�ty be�ng pr�nc�pally of the h�gher class, �s
proport�onately rewarded, and �n fact earns much more than $1.50
per day.

The ent�re f�nanc�al h�story of the Commun�ty �n br�ef �s the
follow�ng: It commenced bus�ness at �ts present locat�on �n 1848, but
d�d not adopt the pract�ce of tak�ng annual �nventor�es t�ll 1857. Of
the per�od between these dates we can g�ve but a general account.
The Commun�ty �n the course of that per�od had f�ve or s�x branches
w�th common �nterests, scattered �n several States. The "Property
Reg�ster," kept from the beg�nn�ng, shows that the amount of
property brought �n by the members of all the Commun�t�es, up to
January 1, 1857, was $107,706.45. The amount held at One�da at
that date, as stated �n the f�rst regular �nventory, was only $41,740.
The branch Commun�t�es at Putney, Wall�ngford and elsewhere, at



the same t�me had property valued at $25,532.22. So that the total
assets of the assoc�ated Commun�t�es were $67,272.22, or
$40,434.23 less than the amount brought �n by the members. In
other words between the years 1848 and 1857, the assoc�ated
Commun�t�es sunk (�n round numbers) $40,000. Var�ous causes may
be ass�gned for th�s, such as �nexper�ence, lack of establ�shed
bus�ness, persecut�ons and extort�ons, the burn�ng of the Commun�ty
store, the s�nk�ng of the sloop Rebecca Ford �n the Hudson R�ver, the
ma�ntenance of an expens�ve pr�nt�ng fam�ly at Brooklyn, the
publ�cat�on of a free paper, etc.

In the course of several years prev�ous to 1857, the Commun�ty
abandoned the pol�cy of work�ng �n scattered detachments, and
concentrated �ts forces at One�da and Wall�ngford. From the f�rst of
January 1857, when �ts cap�tal was $41,740, to the present t�me, the
progress of �ts money-matters �s recorded �n the follow�ng stat�st�cs,
drawn from �ts annual �nventor�es:

In 1857,
net
earn�ngs,

$5,470.11

In 1858,
net
earn�ngs,

1,763.60

In 1859,
net
earn�ngs,

10,278.38

In 1860,
net
earn�ngs,

15,611.03

In 1861,
net
earn�ngs,

5,877.89

In 1862,
net
earn�ngs,

9,859.78

In 1863, 44.755.30



net
earn�ngs,
In 1864,
net
earn�ngs,

61,382.62

In 1865,
net
earn�ngs,

12,382.81

In 1866,
net
earn�ngs,

13,198.74

Total net earn�ngs �n ten years, $180,580.26; be�ng a yearly
average �ncome of $18,058.02, above all expenses. The succeed�ng
�nventor�es show the follow�ng result:

Net
earn�ngs
�n 1867,

$21,416.02.

Net
earn�ngs
�n 1868,

$55,100.83.

be�ng an average for the last two years of over $38,000 per annum.
Dur�ng the year 1869 the follow�ng steps forward have been taken:

1, an ent�re w�ng has been added to the br�ck Mans�on House, for
the use of the ch�ldren; 2, apparatus for heat�ng the whole by steam
has been �ntroduced; 3, a bu�ld�ng has been erected for an Academy,
and systemat�c home-educat�on has commenced; 4, s�lk-weav�ng
has been �ntroduced at W�llow Place; 5, the manufacture of s�lk-tw�st
has been establ�shed at Wall�ngford; 6, the Commun�t�es at One�da
and Wall�ngford have been more thoroughly consol�dated than
heretofore; 7, th�s book on Amer�can Soc�al�sms has been prepared
at One�da and pr�nted at Wall�ngford.



FOOTNOTES:

[C] We observe that the account of the One�da Commun�ty g�ven
�n the Supplement to Chambers' Encyclopæd�a, beg�ns thus:
"Perfect�on�sts or B�ble Commun�sts; popularly known as Free
Lovers or preachers of Free Love." The whole art�cle, cover�ng
several pages, �s very careless �n �ts geograph�cal and other
deta�ls, and not altogether rel�able �n �ts statements of the
doctr�nes and morals of the Commun�sts. As mater�als that get
�nto Encyclopæd�as may be presumed to be crystall�z�ng for f�nal
h�story, �t �s to be hoped that the Messrs. Chambers w�ll at least
get th�s art�cle corrected by some �ntell�gent Amer�can, for future
ed�t�ons.

CHAPTER XLVII.

REVIEW AND RESULTS.ToC

Look�ng back now over the ent�re course of th�s h�story, we
d�scover a remarkable s�m�lar�ty �n the symptoms that man�fested
themselves �n the trans�tory Commun�t�es, and almost ent�re
unan�m�ty �n the w�tnesses who test�fy as to the causes of the�r
fa�lure. G������ D��������, all say, �s the v�lla�n of the whole story.

In the f�rst place Macdonald h�mself, after "see�ng stern real�ty,"
confesses that �n h�s prev�ous hopes of Soc�al�sm he "had �mag�ned
mank�nd better than they are."



Then Owen, account�ng for the fa�lure at New Harmony, says, "he
wanted honesty, and he got d�shonesty; he wanted temperance, and
�nstead he was cont�nually troubled w�th the �ntemperate; he wanted
cleanl�ness, and he found d�rt," and so on.

The Yellow Spr�ng Commun�ty, though composed of "a very
super�or class," found �n the short space of three months, that "self-
love was a sp�r�t that would not be exorc�sed. Ind�v�dual happ�ness
was the law of nature, and �t could not be obl�terated; and before a
s�ngle year had passed, th�s law had scattered the members of that
soc�ety wh�ch had come together so earnestly and under such
favorable c�rcumstances, back �nto the self�sh world from wh�ch they
came."

The trustees of the Nashoba Commun�ty, �n abandon�ng Frances
Wr�ght's or�g�nal plan of common property, acknowledge the�r
conv�ct�on that such a system can not succeed "w�thout the
members compos�ng �t are super�or be�ngs. That wh�ch produces �n
the world only common-place jealous�es and every-day squabbles, �s
suff�c�ent to destroy a Commun�ty."

The spokesman of the Haverstraw Commun�ty at f�rst attr�butes
the�r fa�lure to the "d�shonesty of the managers;" but afterward
settles down �nto the more general compla�nt that they lacked "men
and women of sk�llful �ndustry, sober and honest, w�th a knowledge
of themselves and a d�spos�t�on to command and be commanded,"
and �nt�mates that "the sole occupat�on of the men and women they
had, was parade and talk."

The h�stor�an of the Coxsack�e Commun�ty says "they had many
persons engaged �n talk�ng and law-mak�ng, who d�d not work at any
useful employment. The consequences were, that after struggl�ng on
for between one and two years, the exper�ment came to an end.
There were few good men to steer th�ngs r�ght."

Warren found that the fr�ct�on that spo�led h�s exper�ments was
"the want of common honesty."

Ballou compla�ned that "the t�mber he got together was not
su�table for bu�ld�ng a Commun�ty. The men and women that jo�ned



h�m were very enthus�ast�c and commenced w�th great zeal; the�r
devot�on to the cause seemed to be s�ncere; but they d�d not know
themselves."

At the meet�ngs that d�ssolved the Northampton Commun�ty,
"some spoke of the want of that harmony and brotherly feel�ng,
wh�ch were �nd�spensable to success; others spoke of the
unw�ll�ngness to make sacr�f�ces on the part of some of the
members; also of the lack of �ndustry and the r�ght appropr�at�on of
t�me."

Coll�ns l�ved �n a quarrel w�th a r�val dur�ng nearly the whole l�fe of
h�s Commun�ty, and f�nally gave up the exper�ment from "a conv�ct�on
that the theory of Commun�sm could not be carr�ed out �n pract�ce;
that the attempt was premature, the t�me had not yet arr�ved, and the
necessary cond�t�ons d�d not yet ex�st." H�s exper�ence led h�m to the
conclus�on that "there �s float�ng upon the surface of soc�ety, a body
of restless, d�sappo�nted, jealous, �ndolent sp�r�ts, d�sgusted w�th our
present soc�al system, not because �t encha�ns the masses to
poverty, �gnorance, v�ce, and endless serv�tude; but because they
can not render �t subserv�ent to the�r pr�vate ends. Exper�ence shows
that th�s class stands ready to mount every new movement that
prom�ses ease, abundance, and �nd�v�dual freedom; and that when
such an enterpr�se refuses to �nterpret l�cense for freedom, and
�ns�sts that every member shall make the�r strength, sk�ll and talent,
subserv�ent to the movement, then the cry of tyranny and oppress�on
�s ra�sed aga�nst those who advocate such �ndustry and self-den�al;
then the enterpr�se must become a scape-goat, to bear the
f�ckleness, �ndolence, self�shness, and envy of th�s class."

The test�mony �n regard to the Sylvan�a Assoc�at�on �s, that "young
men wasted the good th�ngs at the commencement of the
exper�ment; and bes�des v�ctuals, dry-goods suppl�ed by the
Assoc�at�on were unequally obta�ned. Idle and greedy people f�nd
the�r way �nto such attempts, and soon show forth the�r character by
burden�ng others w�th too much labor, and, �n t�mes of scarc�ty,
supply�ng themselves w�th more than the�r allowance of var�ous
necessar�es, �nstead of tak�ng less."



The fa�lure of the One Ment�an Commun�ty �s attr�buted to
"�gnorance and d�sagreements," and that of the Soc�al Reform Un�ty
to "lack of w�sdom and general preparat�on."

The Leraysv�lle Phalanx went to p�eces �n a grumble about the
management.

Of the Clarkson Assoc�at�on a wr�ter �n the Phalanx says that they
were "�gnorant of Four�er's pr�nc�ples, and w�thout plan or purpose,
save to fly from the �lls they had already exper�enced �n c�v�l�zat�on.
Thus they assembled together such elements of d�scord, as naturally
�n a short t�me led to the�r d�ssolut�on."

The Sodus Bay Soc�al�sts quarreled about rel�g�on, and when they
broke up, some decamped �n the n�ght, w�th as much of the common
property as they could lay hands on. Whereupon Macdonald
sentent�ously remarks—"The fact that mank�nd do not l�ke to have
the�r faults and fa�l�ngs made publ�c, w�ll probably account for the
d�ff�culty �n obta�n�ng part�culars of such exper�ments."

The Bloomf�eld Assoc�at�on went to wreck �n a quarrel about land-
t�tles.

Of the Jefferson County Assoc�at�on, Macdonald says, "After a few
months, d�sagreements became general. The�r means were totally
�nadequate; they were too �gnorant of the pr�nc�ples of Assoc�at�on;
were too much crowded together, and had too many �dlers among
them. There was bad management on the part of the off�cers, and
some were suspected of d�shonesty."

The Moorhouse Un�on appears to have been almost wholly a
gather�ng of worthless adventurers.

Mr. Moore, �n h�s Post Mortem on the Marlboro Assoc�at�on, very
del�cately observes that "the fa�lure of the exper�ment may be traced
to the fact that the m�nds of �ts or�g�nators were not homogeneous."

Macdonald, after study�ng the Pra�r�e Home Commun�ty, says,
"From all I saw I judged that �t was too loosely put together, and that
the members had not ent�re conf�dence �n each other."



The malcontent who g�ves an account of the Trumbull Phalanx
says: "Some came w�th the �dea that they could l�ve �n �dleness at
the expense of the purchasers of the estate, and these �deas they
pract�cally carr�ed out; wh�le others came w�th good hearts for the
cause. There were one or two des�gn�ng persons, who came w�th no
other �ntent than to push themselves �nto s�tuat�ons �n wh�ch they
could �mpose upon the�r fellow members; and th�s, to a certa�n
extent, they succeeded �n do�ng." And aga�n: "I th�nk most persons
came there for a mere sh�ft. The�r poverty and the�r quarrel�ng about
what they called rel�g�on (for there were many not�ons as to wh�ch
was the r�ght way to heaven), were great drawbacks to success."

There were r�val leaders �n the Oh�o Phalanx, and the�r respect�ve
part�es quarreled about const�tut�ons t�ll they got �nto a lawsu�t wh�ch
broke them up. The member who gave the account of th�s
Assoc�at�on says: "The most �mportant causes of fa�lure were sa�d to
be the def�c�ency of wealth, w�sdom and goodness."

The Clermont Phalanx had jealous�es among �ts women that led to
a lawsu�t; and a d�ff�culty w�th one of �ts lead�ng members about land-
t�tles.

The story of the Alphadelph�a Phalanx �s br�efly told thus: "The
d�sagreement w�th Mr. Tubbs about a m�ll-race at the
commencement of the exper�ment, threw a damper on �t, from wh�ch
�t never recovered. All l�ved �n clover so long as a ton of sugar or any
other such luxury lasted. The off�cers made bad barga�ns. Laborers
became d�scouraged. In the w�nter some of the �nfluent�al members
went away temporar�ly, and thus left the real fr�ends of the
Assoc�at�on �n the m�nor�ty; and when they returned after two or three
months absence, every th�ng was turned up-s�de-down. There was a
man�fest lack of good management and fores�ght. The old settlers
accused the major�ty of th�s, and were themselves elected off�cers;
but they managed no better, and f�nally broke up the concern."

The W�scons�n Phalanx kept �ts quarrels below lawsu�t po�nt, but
the lead�ng member who g�ves account of �t, says that the hab�t of
the members was to "scold and work, and work and scold;" and that
"they had among the�r number a few men of lead�ng �ntellect who



always doubted the success of the exper�ment, and hence
determ�ned to accumulate property �nd�v�dually by any and every
means called fa�r �n compet�t�ve soc�ety. These would occas�onally
ga�n some �mportant pos�t�ons �n the soc�ety, and represent�ng �t �n
part at home and abroad, caused much trouble. By some they were
accounted the pr�nc�pal cause of the f�nal fa�lure."

Mr. Dan�els, a gentleman who saw the whole progress of the
W�scons�n Phalanx, says that "the cause of �ts break�ng up was
speculat�on, the love of money and the want of love for Assoc�at�on.
The�r property becom�ng valuable, they sold �t for the purpose of
mak�ng money out of �t."

The North Amer�can was ev�dently shattered by secess�ons,
result�ng partly from rel�g�ous d�ssens�ons and partly from d�fferences
about bus�ness.

Brook Farm alone �s reported as harmon�ous to the end.
It should be observed that the forego�ng d�sclosures of

d�s�ntegrat�ng �nf�rm�t�es were generally made reluctantly, and are
necessar�ly very �mperfect. Large departments of dangerous pass�on
are ent�rely �gnored. For �nstance, �n all the memo�rs of the Owen
and Four�er Assoc�at�ons, not a word �s sa�d on the "Woman
Quest�on!" Among all the d�sagreements and compla�nts, not a h�nt
occurs of any jealous�es and quarrels about love matters. In fact
women are rarely ment�oned; and the terr�ble pass�ons connected
w�th d�st�nct�on of sex, wh�ch the Shakers, Rapp�tes, One�d�ans, and
all the rest of the rel�g�ous Commun�t�es have had so much trouble
w�th, and have taken so much pa�ns to prov�de for or aga�nst, are
absolutely left out of s�ght. Owen, �t �s true, named marr�age as one
of the tr�n�ty of man's oppressors: and �t �s generally understood that
Owen�sm and Four�er�sm both gave cons�derable lat�tude to aff�n�t�es
and d�vorces; but th�s makes �t all the more strange that there was no
trouble worth ment�on�ng, �n any of these Commun�t�es, about
cross�ng love-cla�ms. Can �t be, we ask ourselves, that Owen had
such confl�cts w�th wh�skey-t�ppl�ng, but never a f�ght w�th the love-
man�a? that all through the Four�er exper�ments, men and women,
young men and ma�dens, by scores and hundreds were tumbled



together �nto un�tary homes, and somet�mes �nto log-cab�ns
seventeen feet by twenty-f�ve, and yet no sexual jostl�ngs of any
account d�sturbed the domest�c c�rcle? The only conclus�on we can
come to �s, that some of the most �mportant exper�ences of the
trans�tory Commun�t�es have not been surrendered to h�story.

Nevertheless the troubles that do come to the surface show, as we
have sa�d, that human deprav�ty �s the dread "Dweller of the
Threshold," that l�es �n wa�t at every entrance to the myster�es of
Soc�al�sm.

Shall we then turn back �n despa�r, and g�ve �t up that Assoc�at�on
on the large scale �s �mposs�ble? Th�s seems to have been the
react�on of all the lead�ng Four�er�sts. Greeley sums up the w�sdom
he ga�ned from h�s soc�al�st�c exper�ence �n the follow�ng �nvect�ve:

"A ser�ous obstacle to the success of any soc�al�st�c exper�ment
must always be confronted. I allude to the k�nd of persons who are
naturally attracted to �t. Along w�th many noble and lofty souls,
whose �mpulses are purely ph�lanthrop�c, and who are w�ll�ng to labor
and suffer reproach for any cause that prom�ses to benef�t mank�nd,
there throng scores of whom the world �s qu�te worthy—the
conce�ted, the crotchety, the self�sh, the headstrong, the pugnac�ous,
the unapprec�ated, the played-out, the �dle, and the good-for-noth�ng
generally; who, f�nd�ng themselves utterly out of place and at a
d�scount �n the world as �t �s, rashly conclude that they are exactly
f�tted for the world as �t ought to be. These may have fa�led aga�n
and aga�n, and been protested at every bank to wh�ch they have
been presented; yet they are sure to jump �nto any new movement
as �f they had been born expressly to super�ntend and d�rect �t,
though they are morally certa�n to ru�n whatever they lay the�r hands
on. Dest�tute of means, of pract�cal ab�l�ty, of prudence, tact and
common sense, they have such a wealth of assurance and self-
conf�dence, that they clutch the respons�ble pos�t�ons wh�ch the



capable and worthy modestly shr�nk from; so respons�b�l�t�es that
would tax the ablest, are m�stakenly devolved on the bl�ndest and
least f�t. Many an exper�ment �s thus wrecked, when, eng�neered by
�ts best members, �t m�ght have succeeded."

Meeker gloom�ly concludes that "generally men are not prepared;
Assoc�at�on �s for the future."

And yet, to contrad�ct these d�shearten�ng persuas�ons and forb�d
our settl�ng �nto despa�r, we have a respectable ser�es of successes
that can not be �gnored. Mr. Greeley recogn�zes them, though he
hardly knows how to d�spose of them. "The fact," he says, "stares us
�n the face that, wh�le hundreds of banks and factor�es, and
thousands of mercant�le concerns managed by shrewd, strong men,
have gone �nto bankruptcy and per�shed, Shaker Commun�t�es,
establ�shed more than s�xty years ago, upon a bas�s of l�ttle property
and less worldly w�sdom, are l�v�ng and prosperous to-day. And the�r
exper�ence has been �m�tated by the German Commun�t�es at
Economy, Zoar, the Soc�ety of Ebenezer, etc. Theory, however
plaus�ble, must respect the facts."

Let us look aga�n at these except�onal Assoc�at�ons that have not
succumbed to the d�sorgan�z�ng power of general deprav�ty. Jacob�'s
record of the�r durat�on and fortunes �s worth recap�tulat�ng.
Assum�ng that they are all st�ll �n ex�stence, the�r stor�es may be
ep�tom�zed as follows:

Be�zel's Commun�ty has lasted one hundred and f�fty-s�x years;
was at one t�me very r�ch; has money at �nterest yet; some of �ts
grand old bu�ld�ngs are st�ll stand�ng.

The Shaker Commun�ty, as a whole, �s n�nety-f�ve years old;
cons�sts of e�ghteen large soc�et�es; many of them very wealthy.

Rapp's Commun�ty �s s�xty-f�ve years old, and very wealthy.



The Zoar Commun�ty �s f�fty-three years old, and wealthy.
The Snowberger Commun�ty �s forty-n�ne years old and "well off."
The Ebenezer Commun�ty �s twenty-three years old; and sa�d to

be the largest and r�chest Commun�ty �n the Un�ted States.
The Janson Commun�ty �s twenty-three years old and wealthy.
The One�da Commun�ty (frequently quoted as belong�ng to th�s

class) �s twenty-one years old, and prosperous.
The one feature wh�ch d�st�ngu�shes these Commun�t�es from the

trans�tory sort, �s the�r rel�g�on; wh�ch �n every case �s of the earnest
k�nd wh�ch comes by recogn�zed afflatus, and controls all external
arrangements.

It seems then to be a fa�r �nduct�on from the facts before us that
earnest rel�g�on does �n some way mod�fy human deprav�ty so as to
make cont�nuous Assoc�at�on poss�ble, and �nsure to �t great mater�al
success. Or �f �t �s doubted whether �t does essent�ally change
human nature, �t certa�nly �mproves �n some way the cond�t�ons of
human nature �n soc�al�st�c exper�ments. It �s to be noted that Mr.
Greeley and other experts �n soc�al�sm cla�m that there �s a class of
"noble and lofty souls" who are prepared for close Assoc�at�on; but
the�r attempts have constantly been frustrated by the throng of
crotchety and self�sh �nterlopers that jump on to the�r movements.
Now �t may be that the tests of earnest rel�g�on are just what are
needed to keep a d�scr�m�nat�on between the "noble and lofty souls"
and the scamps of whom the Soc�al�sts compla�n. On the whole �t
seems probable that earnest rel�g�on does favorably mod�fy both
human deprav�ty and �ts cond�t�ons, prepar�ng some for Assoc�at�on
by mak�ng them better, and shutt�ng off others that would defeat the
attempts of the best. Earnest men of one rel�g�ous fa�th are more
l�kely to be respectful to organ�zed author�ty and to one another, than
men of no rel�g�on or men of many rel�g�ons held �n �nd�fference and
mutual counteract�on. And th�s qual�ty of respect, pred�spos�ng to
peace and subord�nat�on, however base �t may be �n the est�mat�on
of "Ind�v�dual Sovere�gns," and however worthless �t may be �n



ord�nary c�rcumstances, �s certa�nly the �nd�spensable element of
success �n close Assoc�at�on.

The log�c of our facts may be summed up thus: The non-rel�g�ous
party has tr�ed Assoc�at�on under the lead of Owen, and fa�led; the
sem�-rel�g�ous party has tr�ed �t under the lead of Four�er, and fa�led;
the thoroughly rel�g�ous party has not yet tr�ed �t; but sporad�c
exper�ments have been made by var�ous rel�g�ous sects, and so far
as they have gone, they have �nd�cated by the�r success, that
earnest rel�g�on may be rel�ed upon to carry Assoc�at�on through to
the atta�nment of all �ts hopes. The world then must wa�t for th�s f�nal
tr�al; and the hope of the tr�umph of Assoc�at�on can not rat�onally be
g�ven up, t�ll th�s tr�al has been made.

The quest�on for the future �s, W�ll the Rev�val�sts go forward �nto
Soc�al�sm; or w�ll the Soc�al�sts go forward �nto Rev�val�sm? We do
not expect any further advance, t�ll one or the other of these th�ngs
shall come to pass; and we do not expect overwhelm�ng v�ctory and
peace t�ll both shall come to pass.

The best outlook for Soc�al�sm �s �n the d�rect�on of the local
churches. These are scattered every where, and under a powerful
afflatus m�ght eas�ly be converted �nto Commun�t�es. In that case
Commun�sm would have the advantage of prev�ous rel�g�on,
prev�ous acqua�ntance, and prev�ous rud�mental organ�zat�ons, all
ass�st�ng �n the tremendous trans�t�on from the old world of
self�shness, to the new world of common �nterest. We bel�eve that a
church that �s capable of a genu�ne rev�val, could modulate �nto da�ly
meet�ngs, cr�t�c�sm, and all the self-den�als of Commun�sm, far more
eas�ly than any gather�ng by general proclamat�on for the sole
purpose of found�ng a Commun�ty.

If the churches can not be put �nto th�s work, we do not see how
Soc�al�sm on a large scale �s go�ng to be propagated. Except�onal
Assoc�at�ons may be formed here and there by careful select�on and
spec�al good fortune; but how general soc�ety �s to be resolved �nto
Commun�t�es, w�thout some such transformat�on of ex�st�ng
organ�zat�ons, we do not pretend to foresee. Our hope �s that
churches of all denom�nat�ons w�ll by and by be qu�ckened by the



Pentecostal Sp�r�t, and beg�n to grow and change, and f�nally, by a
process as natural as the transformat�on of the chrysal�s, burst forth
�nto Commun�sm.

CHAPTER XLVIII.

DEDUCTIVE AND INDUCTIVE SOCIALISMS.ToC

It �s well for a theory to be subjected to the test of adverse
cr�t�c�sm. Part�cularly �n matters of contemporaneous h�story the
publ�c are �nterested to hear all s�des. We have presented �n th�s
book our est�mate of the French and Engl�sh schools of Soc�al�sm;
but as the reader may deem a Commun�st's judgment of the
Phalanster�an school necessar�ly defect�ve, we are happy to �nsert
here a commun�cat�on from Mr. Br�sbane h�mself, present�ng a
part�zan's defence of Four�er. It was rece�ved and pr�nted �n the
C�rcular, just as the last chapters of our h�story of Four�er�sm were
prepar�ng,

"FOURIER AND THE ATTEMPTS TO REALIZE HIS THEORY.
"To the Ed�tor of the C�rcular:
"W�ll you allow me space �n your journal to say that no pract�cal

tr�al, and no approach to one, has as yet been made of Four�er's
theory of Soc�al Organ�zat�on. A tr�al of a theory supposes that the
pract�cal test �s made �n conform�ty w�th �ts pr�nc�ples; otherw�se
there �s no tr�al. Let generous m�nds who are work�ng for the soc�al



redempt�on of the�r race, be just to those who have labored
consc�ent�ously for th�s great end. Let them be just to Four�er, who, �n
s�lence dur�ng a long l�fe strove to solve the great problem of the
organ�zat�on of soc�ety on a sc�ent�f�c bas�s, neglect�ng every th�ng
else—the pursu�t of fortune, the avenue to wh�ch was more than
once open to h�m—and pos�t�on and reputat�on �n soc�ety.

"Four�er says: There are certa�n Laws of Organ�sat�on �n nature,
wh�ch are the source of order and harmony �n creat�on. These laws
human reason must d�scover and apply �n the organ�zat�on of
soc�ety, �f a true soc�al order �s to be establ�shed on the earth. The
moral forces �n man, called sent�ments, facult�es, pass�ons, etc., are
framed or fash�oned, and the�r act�on determ�ned, �n accordance w�th
these laws. They tend naturally to act �n conform�ty w�th them, and
would do so, �f not thwarted. If the Soc�al Organ�zat�on, wh�ch �s the
external med�um �n wh�ch these forces operate, �s based on those
laws, �t w�ll, �t �s ev�dent, be adapted to the forces—to the nature of
man. Th�s w�ll secure the�r true, natural and harmon�ous
development, and w�th �t the solut�on of the fundamental problem of
soc�al order and harmony. In organ�z�ng soc�ety on �ts true bas�s,
beg�n, says Four�er, w�th Industry, wh�ch �s the pr�mary and mater�al
branch of the Soc�al Organ�zat�on. By the natural organ�zat�on of
Industry the product�ve labors of mank�nd w�ll be d�gn�f�ed and
rendered attract�ve; wealth w�ll be �ncreased ten-fold, so that
abundance w�ll be secured to all, and w�th abundance, the means of
educat�on and ref�nement, and of soc�al equal�ty and un�ty. When
ref�nement and �ntell�gence are rendered general, the superstructure
of soc�ety w�ll be bu�lt under the favorable c�rcumstances wh�ch such
a work requ�res.

"Br�efly stated, such �s Four�er's v�ew. In h�s works he descr�bes �n
deta�l the plan of Industr�al Organ�zat�on. He expla�ns the laws of
organ�zat�on �n Nature (as he understands them), on wh�ch Industry
�s to be based. He takes spec�al pa�ns to g�ve m�nute d�rect�ons �n
relat�on to the subject, and warns those who may undertake the work
of organ�zat�on, to avo�d m�stakes—some of wh�ch he po�nts out—
that may eas�ly be made, and would v�t�ate the undertak�ng.



"The l�ttle Assoc�at�ons started �n th�s country, of wh�ch you have
g�ven an account, had for the�r object the real�zat�on of Four�er's
�ndustr�al system. Now, �nstead of avo�d�ng the m�stakes wh�ch he
warned h�s followers aga�nst mak�ng, not one of those Assoc�at�ons
real�zed a s�ngle one of the cond�t�ons wh�ch he la�d down. Not one
of them had the tenth, nor the twent�eth part of the means and
resources—pecun�ary and sc�ent�f�c—necessary to carry out the
organ�zat�on he proposed. In a word, no tr�al, and no approach to a
tr�al of Four�er's theory has been made. I do not say that h�s theory �s
true, or would succeed, �f fa�rly tr�ed. I s�mply aff�rm that no tr�al of �t
has been made; so that �t �s unjust to speak of �t, as �f �t had been
tested. W�th ample, that �s, vast resources, and some years to
prepare the doma�n, erect bu�ld�ngs, and make all necessary
arrangements, so as to thoroughly prepare the f�eld of operat�ons
before the members or operators entered, then w�th men of
organ�z�ng capac�ty to test fa�rly the pr�nc�ples wh�ch he has la�d
down, a fa�r tr�al could be made.

"I repeat, let us be just to those who have labored pat�ently and
consc�ent�ously for the soc�al elevat�on of human�ty. Four�er's was a
great soul. To a powerful �ntellect he added nob�l�ty and goodness of
heart. Clear, exact, str�ct and sc�ent�f�c �n thought, he was at the
same t�me k�nd and ph�lanthrop�c �n feel�ng. Impelled by noble
mot�ves, he devoted h�s �ntellect to the most �mportant of works, to
the d�scovery of the natural pr�nc�ples of soc�al organ�zat�on. Such a
man deserves to be treated w�th profound respect. Infant�le attempts
to real�ze h�s �deas should not, �n the�r fa�lure, be charged upon h�m,
cover�ng h�m w�th the r�d�cule or folly attached to them. Let h�m stand
on h�s Theory. That �s h�s �ntellectual pedestal. Let those who
undertake to judge h�m, study h�s Theory. When they overthrow that
they w�ll overthrow h�m.

"I w�ll close by stat�ng my est�mate of Four�er, wh�ch �s the result of
some reflect�on.

"Soc�al Sc�ence �s a creat�on of the n�neteenth century. It has been
developed �n a regular form �n the present century, as was
Astronomy, for example, �n the s�xteenth. Men have ar�sen almost
s�multaneously �n d�fferent countr�es, who have conce�ved the



poss�b�l�ty of such a sc�ence, and set themselves to work at �t.
Four�er took the lead. He began �n 1798, and publ�shed h�s f�rst work
�n 1806. Krause, �n Germany, began to wr�te �n 1808. St. S�mon, �n
France, �n 1811. Owen, �n England, at a later per�od st�ll. Comte, a
d�sc�ple of St S�mon, began �n 1824, I th�nk. Four�er and Comte were
the only m�nds that undertook to base Soc�al Sc�ence on, and to
deduce �t from, un�versal laws, hav�ng the�r source �n the �nfall�ble
w�sdom of the un�verse. Comte, after lay�ng a broad foundat�on w�th
the a�d of all the known sc�ences; after seek�ng to determ�ne the
theory of each spec�al sc�ence, and to construct a Sc�ence of the
Sc�ences by wh�ch to gu�de h�mself, abandons h�s sc�ent�f�c
construct�on (reared �n h�s f�rst work—"Pos�t�ve Ph�losophy"), when
he comes to elaborate h�s plan of pract�cal organ�zat�on. He deduces
h�s plan of the Soc�al Order of the future from the h�stor�cal past, and
espec�ally from the M�ddle Age reg�me, gu�ded �n so do�ng by h�s
own personal feel�ngs and v�ews. H�s Soc�al system �s consequently
a compound of h�stor�cal deduct�on and personal sent�ment. It �s, I
th�nk, w�thout pract�cal value. H�s sc�ent�f�c demonstrat�on of the
poss�b�l�ty and the necess�ty of Soc�al Sc�ence �s of great value, and
w�ll secure to h�m unbounded respect �n the future. Four�er, at the
outset of h�s labors, conce�ved the necess�ty of d�scover�ng the laws
of order and harmony �n the un�verse—Nature's plan and theory of
organ�zat�on—and of deduc�ng from them the Sc�ence of Soc�al
Organ�zat�on. Leav�ng as�de all secondary cons�derat�ons, he set
about th�s great work. The d�scovery of the laws of order and
organ�zat�on �n creat�on was h�s great end. The deduct�on of a Soc�al
Order from them was an accessory work. He cla�ms to have
succeeded; and cla�ms for h�s plan of soc�al organ�zat�on no value
outs�de of �ts conform�ty to Nature's laws. "I g�ve no theory of my
own," he says �n a hundred places; "I DEDUCE. If I have deduced
erroneously, let others establ�sh the true deduct�on."

"Soc�al Sc�ence �s a vast and complex sc�ence; �t can not be
d�scovered and const�tuted by the a�d of emp�r�cal observat�on and
reason�ng: the Induct�ve method can not do �ts work here. The laws
of order and organ�zat�on �n nature must be d�scovered, and from
them the sc�ence must be deduced. In astronomy, �n order to solve
�ts h�gher and more abstruse problems, �t �s necessary to deduce



from one of the great laws of Nature; namely, that of grav�tat�on. It �s
more necessary st�ll �n the case of the �nvolved problems of Soc�al
Sc�ence.

"Now the mer�t of Four�er cons�sts �n hav�ng seen clearly th�s great
truth; �n hav�ng sought carefully to d�scover Nature's laws of
organ�zat�on; and �n hav�ng deduced from them w�th the greatest
pat�ence and f�del�ty the organ�zat�on of the Soc�al System wh�ch he
has elaborated. H�s organ�zat�on of Industry and of Educat�on are
master-p�eces of deduct�ve thought.

"If Four�er has fa�led, �f he has not d�scovered the laws of natural
organ�zat�on, or has not deduced r�ghtly from them, he has opened
the way and po�nted out the true path; he has shown what must be
done, and furn�shed �nvaluable examples of the mode �n wh�ch
deduct�on must take place �n Soc�al organ�zat�on. He has shown how
the human m�nd �s to create a Soc�al Sc�ence, and effect the Soc�al
Reconstruct�on to wh�ch th�s sc�ence �s to lead. If he went astray, and
could not follow the d�ff�cult path he �nd�cated, he has at least clearly
descr�bed the ways and modes of proceed�ng. Others can now eas�ly
follow �n h�s footsteps.

"If we would compare the p�oneers �n Soc�al Sc�ence to those �n
astronomy, I would say that Four�er �s the Kepler of the new sc�ence.
Possess�ng, l�ke Kepler, a vast and bold gen�us, he has, by far-
reach�ng �ntu�t�on and close analyt�c thought, d�scovered some of the
fundamental pr�nc�ples of Soc�al Sc�ence, enough to place �t on a
sc�ent�f�c foundat�on, and to const�tute �t regularly, as d�d Kepler �n
astronomy. Auguste Comte appears to me to be the Tycho Brahe of
Soc�al Sc�ence: learned and pat�ent, but not or�g�nal, not a d�scoverer
of new laws and pr�nc�ples. Other great m�nds w�ll be requ�red to
complete the sc�ence. It w�ll have �ts Gal�leo, �ts Newton, �ts Laplace,
and even st�ll more all-s�ded m�nds; for the sc�ence �s far more
complex and abstruse than that of astronomy; �t �s the crown�ng
�ntellectual evolut�on, wh�ch human gen�us �s to effect �n �ts sc�ent�f�c
career.

Very truly yours,  A. B�������."



Th�s endeavor by a lead�ng Phalanster�an to set us r�ght �n regard
to the mer�ts of Four�er, �s generous to h�m, and doubtless well
meant for us, but not altogether necessary. The forego�ng h�story
bears w�tness that we have not held Four�er respons�ble for the
Amer�can exper�ments made �n h�s name, and have not treated h�m
w�th r�d�cule or d�srespect on account of the�r fa�lures. In our
comments on the Sylvan�a Assoc�at�on we sa�d:



"It �s ev�dent enough that th�s was not Four�er�sm. Indeed the
Sylvan�an who wrote the account of h�s Phalanx, frankly adm�ts for
h�mself and doubtless for h�s assoc�ates, that the�r do�ngs had �n
them no semblance of Four�er�sm. But then the same may be sa�d,
w�thout much mod�f�cat�on, of all the exper�ments of the Four�er
epoch. Four�er h�mself, would have utterly d�sowned every one of
them. * * * Here then ar�ses a d�st�nct�on between Four�er�sm as a
theory propounded by Four�er, and Four�er�sm as a pract�cal
movement adm�n�stered �n th�s country by Br�sbane. * * * The value
of Four�er's �deas �s not determ�ned, nor the hope of good from them
foreclosed, merely by the d�sasters of these local exper�ments. And,
to deal fa�rly all around, �t must further be sa�d, that �t �s not r�ght to
judge Br�sbane by such exper�ments as that of the Sylvan�a
Assoc�at�on. Let �t be remembered that, w�th all h�s enthus�asm, he
gave warn�ng from t�me to t�me, �n h�s publ�cat�ons, of the
def�c�enc�es and poss�ble fa�lures of these hybr�d ventures; and was
caut�ous enough to keep h�mself and h�s money out of them."

We then proposed a d�str�but�on of cr�t�c�sm as follows: "1. Four�er,
though not respons�ble for Br�sbane's adm�n�strat�on, was
respons�ble for tantal�z�ng the world w�th a magn�f�cent theory,
w�thout prov�d�ng the means of translat�ng �t �nto pract�ce. 2.
Br�sbane, though not altogether respons�ble for the �nadequate
attempts of the poor Sylvan�ans and the rest of the rabble
volunteers, must be blamed for spend�ng all h�s energy �n drumm�ng
and recru�t�ng; wh�le, to �nsure success, he should have g�ven at
least half h�s t�me to dr�ll�ng the sold�ers and lead�ng them �n actual
battle. 3. The rank and f�le as they were str�ctly volunteers, should
have taken better care of themselves, and not been so ready to
follow and even rush ahead of leaders, who were thus man�festly
devot�ng themselves to theor�z�ng and propagand�sm, w�thout
exper�ence."

These c�tat�ons show, and a full read�ng of the text at page 247
and afterward, w�ll show st�ll more clearly, that we have not been
�ncons�derate �n our treatment of the soc�al�st�c leaders.



Mr. Br�sbane concludes h�s letter w�th an analys�s of Four�er's
cla�ms as a Ph�losopher. He does not aff�rm that Four�er's theory �s
r�ght, but only that he has po�nted out the r�ght way to d�scover a
r�ght theory. Th�s, �f true, �s certa�nly a valuable serv�ce. Four�er's
way, accord�ng to Mr. Br�sbane, was to work by deduct�on, �nstead of
�nduct�on. He f�rst d�scovered certa�n fundamental laws of the
un�verse; how he d�scovered them we are not told; but probably by
�ntu�t�ve assumpt�on, as noth�ng �s sa�d of �nduct�on or proof �n
connect�on w�th them; then from these laws he deduced h�s soc�al
theory, w�thout recurrence to observat�on or exper�ment. Th�s,
accord�ng to Br�sbane and Four�er, �s the way that all future
d�scoverers �n Soc�al Sc�ence must pursue. Is th�s the r�ght way?

The leaders of modern sc�ence say that sound theor�es �n
Astronomy and �n every th�ng else are d�scovered by �nduct�on, and
that deduct�on follows after, to apply and extend the pr�nc�ples
establ�shed by �nduct�on. Let us hear one of them:

[From the Introduct�on to Youmans' New Chem�stry.]
"The master m�nds of our race, by a course of to�lsome research

through thousands of years, gradually establ�shed the pr�nc�ples of
mechan�cal force and mot�on. Facts were ra�sed �nto general�t�es,
and these �nto st�ll h�gher general�zat�ons, unt�l at length the gen�us
of N����� se�zed the great pr�nc�ple of attract�on, wh�ch controls all
bod�es on the earth and �n the heavens. He expla�ned the
mechan�sm and mot�ons of the un�verse by the grandest �nduct�on of
the human m�nd.

"The m�ghty pr�nc�ple thus establ�shed, now became the f�rst step
of the deduct�ve method. Leverr�er, �n the sol�tude of h�s study,
reason�ng downward from the un�versal law through planetary
perturbat�on, procla�med the ex�stence, place and d�mens�ons of a
new and h�therto unknown planet �n our solar system. He then called
upon the astronomer to ver�fy h�s deduct�on by the telescope. The
observat�on was �mmed�ately made, the planet was d�scovered, and
the �mmortal pred�ct�on of sc�ence was l�terally fulf�lled. Thus
�nduct�on d�scovers pr�nc�ples, wh�le deduct�on appl�es them.



"It �s not by sk�llful conjecture that knowledge grows, or �t would
have r�pened thousands of years ago. It was not t�ll men had learned
to subm�t the�r cher�shed speculat�ons to the merc�less and
consum�ng ordeal of ver�f�cat�on, that the great truths of nature
began to be revealed. Kepler tells us that he made and rejected
n�neteen hypotheses of the mot�on of Mars before he establ�shed the
true doctr�ne that �t moves �n an ell�pse.

"The anc�ent ph�losophers, d�sda�n�ng nature, ret�red �nto the �deal
world of pure med�tat�on, and hold�ng that the m�nd �s the measure of
the un�verse, they bel�eved they could reason out all truths from the
depths of the soul. They would not exper�ment: consequently they
lacked the f�rst cond�t�ons of sc�ence, observat�on, exper�ment and
�nduct�on. The�r m�stake was perhaps natural, but �t was an error that
paralyzed the world. The f�rst step of progress was �mposs�ble."

If Youmans po�nts the r�ght way, Four�er, �nstead of be�ng the
Kepler of Soc�al Sc�ence, was ev�dently one of the "anc�ent
ph�losophers."

We frankly avow that we are at �ssue w�th Mr. Br�sbane on the
ma�n po�nt that he makes for h�s master. We do not bel�eve that
cog�tat�on w�thout exper�ment �s the r�ght way to a true soc�al theory.
W�th us �nduct�on �s f�rst; deduct�on second; and ver�f�cat�on by facts
or the log�c of events, always and everywhere the supreme check on
both. For the sake of th�s pr�nc�ple we have been study�ng and
br�ng�ng to l�ght the lessons of Amer�can Soc�al�sms. If Four�er and
Br�sbane are on the r�ght track, we are on the wrong. Let sc�ence
judge between us.

But Mr. Br�sbane th�nks that soc�al sc�ence �s except�onal �n �ts
nature, too "vast and complex" to get help from observat�on and
exper�ment. All sc�ence �s vast and complex, reach�ng out �nto the
unfathomable; but soc�al sc�ence seems to us except�onal, �f at all,
as the f�eld that l�es nearest home and most open to observat�on and
exper�ment. It �s not l�ke astronomy, look�ng away �nto the
�naccess�ble reg�ons of the un�verse, but l�ke nav�gat�on or war,



command�ng us at our per�l to study �t �n the �mmed�ate presence of
�ts facts.

Mr. Br�sbane �ns�sts that Four�er's theory has not had a pract�cal
tr�al: and we have sa�d the same th�ng before h�m. Yet we must now
say that �n another sense �t has had �ts tr�al. It was brought before
the world w�th all the advantages that the most br�ll�ant school of
modern gen�us could g�ve �t; and �t d�d not w�n the conf�dence of
sc�ent�f�c men or of cap�tal�sts, because they saw, what Mr. Br�sbane
now confesses for �t, that �t came from the closet, and not from the
world of facts. Th�s n�neteenth century, wh�ch has had thr�ft and fa�th
enough to lay the Atlant�c cable, would have accepted and real�zed
Four�er�sm, �f �t had been a genu�ne product of �nduct�on. So that the
reason why �t never reached the stage of pract�cal tr�al was, that �t
fa�led on the prev�ous quest�on of �ts sc�ent�f�c leg�t�macy. Mr.
Br�sbane h�mself, as a cap�tal�st, never had conf�dence enough �n �t
to r�sk h�s fortune on �t. And poor as the actual exper�ments were,
human nature had a tr�al �n them, wh�ch conv�nced all rat�onal
observers, that �f the numbers and means had been as great as
Four�er requ�red, the fa�lures would have been sw�fter and worse.

We �ns�st that God's appo�nted way for man to seek the truth �n all
departments, and above all �n Soc�al Sc�ence, wh�ch �s really the
sc�ence of r�ghteousness, �s to comb�ne and alternate th�nk�ng w�th
exper�ment and pract�ce, and constantly subm�t all theor�es, whether
obta�ned by sc�ent�f�c �nvest�gat�on or by �ntu�t�on and �nsp�rat�on, to
the consum�ng ordeal of pract�cal ver�f�cat�on. Th�s �s the law
establ�shed by all the exper�ence of modern sc�ence, and the law
that every loyal d�sc�ple of �nsp�rat�on w�ll aff�rm and subm�t to. And
accord�ng to th�s law, the Shakers and Rapp�tes, whom Mr. Br�sbane
does not condescend to ment�on, are really the p�oneers of modern
Soc�al�sm, whose exper�ments deserve a great deal more study than
all the speculat�ons of the French schools. By way of offset to Mr.
Br�sbane's account of the development of soc�ology �n the n�neteenth
century, we here repeat our h�stor�cal theory. The great facts of
modern Soc�al�sm are these: From 1776, the era of our nat�onal
Revolut�on, the Shakers have been establ�shed �n th�s country; f�rst
at two places �n New York; then at four places �n Massachusetts; at



two �n New Hampsh�re; two �n Ma�ne; one �n Connect�cut; and f�nally
at two �n Kentucky, and two �n Oh�o. In all these places prosperous
rel�g�ous Commun�sm has been modestly and yet loudly preach�ng to
the nat�on and to the world. New England and New York and the
Great West have had actual Phalanxes before the�r eyes for nearly a
century. And �n all th�s t�me what has been acted on our Amer�can
stage, has had England, France and Germany for �ts aud�ence. The
example of the Shakers has demonstrated, not merely that
successful Commun�sm �s subject�vely poss�ble, but that th�s nat�on
�s free enough to let �t grow. Who can doubt that th�s demonstrat�on
was known and watched �n Germany from the beg�nn�ng; and that �t
helped the success�ve exper�ments and em�grat�ons of the Rapp�tes,
the Zoar�tes and the Ebenezers? These exper�ments, we have seen,
were echoes of Shaker�sm, grow�ng fa�nter and fa�nter, as the t�me-
d�stance �ncreased. Then the Shaker movement w�th �ts echoes was
sound�ng also �n England, when Robert Owen undertook to convert
the world to Commun�sm, and �t �s ev�dent enough that he was really
a far-off follower of the Rapp�tes. France also had heard of
Shaker�sm, before St. S�mon or Four�er began to med�tate and wr�te
Soc�al�sm. These men were nearly contemporaneous w�th Owen,
and all three ev�dently obeyed a common �mpulse. That �mpulse was
the sequel and certa�nly �n part the effect of Shaker�sm. Thus �t �s no
more than bare just�ce to say, that we are �ndebted to the Shakers
more than to any or all other soc�al arch�tects of modern t�mes. The�r
success has been the 'spec�e bas�s' that has upheld all the paper
theor�es, and counteracted the fa�lures, of the French and Engl�sh
schools. It �s very doubtful whether Owen�sm or Four�er�sm would
have ever ex�sted, or �f they had, whether they would have ever
moved the pract�cal Amer�can nat�on, �f the facts of Shaker�sm had
not ex�sted before them and gone along w�th them. But to do
complete just�ce we must go a step further. Wh�le we say that the
Rapp�tes, the Zoar�tes, the Ebenezers, the Owen�tes, and even the
Four�er�sts are all echoes of the Shakers, we must also say that the
Shakers are the far-off echoes of the P�������� C�������� C�����.

What then has been Four�er's funct�on? Surely h�s vast labors and
the�r results have not been useless.



H�s ma�n ach�evement has been destruct�on. He was a merc�less
cr�t�c and scolder of the old c�v�l�zat�on. H�s magn�f�cent �mag�nat�ons
of good th�ngs to come have also served the purpose, �n the general
development of soc�ology, of what rhetor�c�ans call exc�tat�on. But h�s
theory of pos�t�ve construct�on �s, �n our op�n�on, as worthless as the
theor�es of St. S�mon and Compte. And so many soc�al�st th�nkers
have been fuddled by �t, that �t �s at th�s moment the greatest
obstruct�on to the healthy progress of Soc�al Sc�ence. Pract�cally �t
says to the world—"The exper�ments of the Shakers and other
rel�g�ous Commun�t�es, though successful, are unsc�ent�f�c and
worthless; the exper�ments of the Four�er�sts that fa�led so m�serably,
were �lleg�t�mate and prove noth�ng; �nduct�ons from these or any
other facts are useless; the only th�ng that can be done to real�ze
true Assoc�at�on, �s to put together e�ghteen hundred human be�ngs
on a doma�n three m�les square, w�th a palace and outf�t to match.
Then you w�ll see the equ�l�br�um of the pass�ons and spontaneous
order and �ndustry, �nsur�ng �nf�n�te success." As these cond�t�ons are
well known to be �mposs�ble, because nobody bel�eves �n the
prom�sed equ�l�br�um and success, the upshot of th�s teach�ng �s
despa�r. But the n�neteenth century �s not s�tt�ng at the feet of
despa�r; and �t w�ll clear Four�er�sm out of �ts way.

T�� I�������� S����� �� S��������, �nstead of thus shutt�ng the
gates of mercy on mank�nd, says to all: The enormous econom�es
and advantages of comb�nat�on, wh�ch you see �n ten thousand jo�nt-
stock compan�es around you, and �n the wealth of the Shakers and
other successful Assoc�at�ons, and even the bless�ngs of magn�f�cent
and permanent HOMES, wh�ch you do not see �n those comb�nat�ons,
are pr�zes offered to AGREEMENT. They requ�re no spec�al number. If
two or three of you shall agree, you can take those pr�zes; for by
agreement and consequent success, two or three w�ll soon become
many. They requ�re no spec�al amount of cap�tal. If you are poor, by
comb�nat�on you can become r�ch. Agreement can make �ts own
fortune, and need not wa�t to be endowed. The bless�ng of heaven �s
upon �t, and �t can work �ts way from the lowest poverty to all the
wealth that Four�er taught h�s d�sc�ples to beg from cap�tal�sts.



Thus demand�ng equ�l�br�um of the pass�ons and harmony at the
outset, �nstead of look�ng for them as the m�raculous result of gett�ng
together vast assemblages, we throw to the w�nds the l�m�tat�ons and
�mposs�ble cond�t�ons of Four�er�sm. And the harmony we ask for as
cond�t�on precedent, �s not ch�mer�cal, but already ex�sts. All the facts
we have, �nd�cate that �t comes by rel�g�on; and the �dea �s ev�dently
grow�ng �n the publ�c m�nd that rel�g�on �s the only bond of agreement
suff�c�ent for fam�ly Assoc�at�on. If any d�sl�ke th�s cond�t�on, we say:
Seek agreement �n some other way, t�ll all doubt on th�s po�nt shall
be removed by abundant exper�ment. The l�sts are open. We
prom�se noth�ng to non-rel�g�ous attempts; but we prom�se all th�ngs
to agreement, let �t come as �t may. If Pagan�sm or �nf�del�ty or
noth�ngar�an�sm can produce the requ�red agreement, they w�ll w�n
the pr�ze. But on the other hand �f �t shall turn out �n th�s great
Olymp�c of the n�neteenth century, that Chr�st�an�ty alone has the
harmon�z�ng power necessary to successful Assoc�at�on, then
Chr�st�an�ty w�ll at last get �ts crown.
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Page 283:  boldy replaced w�th boldly
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replaced w�th 'We must not, however,'
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Page 575:  unb�assed replaced w�th
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Page 604:  'and not a a word was spoken'
replaced w�th 'and not a word was spoken'
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Page 627:  sytem replaced w�th system
Page 636:  d�v�son replaced w�th d�v�s�on
Page 639:  consequnces replaced w�th
consequences
Page 645:  per annnm. replaced w�th per
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Note that 'neat stock' (found on page 329)
�s a New England reference to da�ry cattle
that was commonly used �n the 19th
century.
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