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PICTURES OF THE SOCIALISTIC FUTURE



SOME PRESS NOTICES
“Herr Eugene R�chter, the Rad�cal member for Hagen �n the German
Imper�al Parl�ament, �s, as �s well known, a sturdy opponent and
acute cr�t�c of Soc�al�sm. He has embod�ed h�s v�ews on the subject
�n a l�ttle volume freely adapted from Bebel, wh�ch has enjoyed
�mmense popular�ty �n Germany. It has now been sk�lfully translated
w�th the sanct�on of the author. The volume professes to be a
descr�pt�on of the com�ng soc�al�st�c revolut�on and �ts results, as
descr�bed �n the d�ary of an ardent Soc�al�st, who gradually becomes
d�s�llus�oned, and f�nally falls a v�ct�m to the counter revolut�on
caused by �nternal anarchy and fore�gn �nvas�on.”—T�mes.
“Herr R�chter’s work fa�rly states what would be the result of
Soc�al�sm �f men rema�n as they are now. It �s of course open to h�s
opponents to say that th�s �s altogether an unwarrantable
assumpt�on, but �f, and when �t �s made, the book must be
pronounced as em�nently reasonable. As a matter of fact, there
could be no other end to Soc�al�sm than that wh�ch he sets forth.”—
Spectator.
“It tells the exper�ences of an ardent Soc�al�st workman and h�s
fam�ly �n Berl�n dur�ng the great com�ng revolut�on, and though �t �s
not d�rectly appl�cable to Engl�sh cond�t�ons, Engl�sh readers w�ll f�nd
�t �nterest�ng and suggest�ve.”—Speaker.
“Soc�al�sts w�ll gnash the�r teeth w�th exasperat�on as they read th�s
book. Cool and almost �nv�nc�ble log�c, and a powerful battery of
st�ng�ng sat�re, �s turned on to the Soc�al�st �n every page.”—Dayl�ght.

“Deserves to be read by every work�ng man w�th a st�ver to lose, as
also by many well-mean�ng busybod�es that rank cons�derably
h�gher.”—Nat�onal Observer.
“Th�s �s a book wh�ch deserves the w�dest poss�ble c�rculat�on
throughout the length and breadth of the land, for �t �s a powerful
ant�dote to an �ns�d�ous pol�t�cal bane.”—Broad Arrow.
“Th�s w�ll be a counter-�rr�tant to the Bellamy remed�es for Soc�ety, for
�t dep�cts the m�ser�es of the soc�al�st�c rég�me and �ts f�nal



overthrow.”—Sydney Morn�ng Herald.
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INTRODUCTION
It has been suggested by the publ�shers that the Engl�sh translat�on
of Eugene R�chter’s clever l�ttle sat�re requ�res a word of �ntroduct�on,
on th�s, �ts new appearance, �n a cheap and popular form. In 1893,
the year of �ts f�rst �ssue here, Soc�al�sm, though a burn�ng quest�on
�n Germany, was not an urgent controversy �n th�s country. S�nce
1893 many th�ngs have happened, and th�s must be the excuse for
the superflu�ty of a preface.
In 1893 Soc�al�sm �n th�s country was a subject for academ�c
d�scuss�on. In 1907 �t has �ts representat�ves and �ts party �n
parl�ament, and �t may soon arr�ve w�th�n the range of pract�cal
pol�t�cs. Th�s may br�ng about a great reconstruct�on of part�es.
Eugene R�chter was the leader of the L�beral Party �n the German
Re�chstag. The German elect�ons of 1907 show that the r�ft between
the Soc�al�st party and the L�berals, of wh�ch the sat�re of R�chter �s
an earl�er �nd�cat�on, has grown more pronounced. The same
clear�ng of the �ssues has been go�ng on �n France. The republ�can
m�n�stry, under M. Clemenceau, seems to have broken def�n�tely w�th
M. Jaurès and h�s Soc�al�st followers. France, above all others, �s the
country of clear thought and accurate express�on, and more and
more the �ns�stent log�c of systemat�c d�scuss�on has brought out the
fact that L�beral�sm �s the real ant�thes�s to Soc�al�sm. The French
wr�ters, also, who have shown themselves the most determ�ned
opponents of Soc�al�sm and Collect�v�sm, such as M. M. P. Leroy-
Beaul�eu, De Mol�nar�, and Yves Guyot, have been proud to descr�be
themselves as d�sc�ples of the L�beral School of Econom�sts. So �t
naturally comes that the phrase l’ennem� c’est le l�béral�sme �s an
accepted commonplace �n the mouth of the advocates of Soc�al�sm.
That th�s truth w�ll emerge as the result of susta�ned and ser�ous
controversy, here �n England, �s equally certa�n. It �s the confus�on of
desultory d�scuss�on, �n a subject-matter where the deta�ls have not
been presented to us by exper�ence or author�tat�ve expos�t�on, that
st�ll obscures the �ssue. R�chter’s mer�tor�ous attempt to pa�nt for us a
p�cture of the Soc�al�st future suppl�es an om�ss�on wh�ch the



soc�al�sts do not attempt to repa�r, and h�s l�ttle book may arrest
attent�on and suggest d�ff�cult�es �n quarters wh�ch cannot be
reached by more we�ghty and ph�losoph�cal cr�t�c�sm.
In these days of soc�al and pol�t�cal �ntrospect�on, mank�nd, �f not
governed, �s largely �nfluenced by �deals, and �deals are prov�ded for
us by the L�beral and by the Soc�al�st part�es. Conservat�sm, wh�ch,
after all, �s the hab�tual att�tude of the Engl�sh nat�on, seems to hold
the balance, and stands for no spec�al �deal, but rather for the
pract�cal exper�ence wh�ch notes that reformers’ dreams are not
always fulf�lled, and that �t �s salutary, �n the f�rst �nstance at any rate,
to look askance at th�ngs wh�ch are new.
The �deal of the L�beral leads h�m to look for a regenerat�on of our
soc�al economy through a fuller development of the econom�c
competence of the �nd�v�dual. Th�s �s the fundamental concept�on of
the L�beral creed, of wh�ch a somewhat �mperfect express�on (so, at
least, �t �s now sa�d by those who have been taught by events),
under the t�tle of the Manchester school or the school of la�ssez-fa�re,
exerc�sed so w�de an �nfluence dur�ng the greater part of last century.
The �nstructed L�beral w�ll now adm�t that complete �nd�v�dual
freedom, the goal of the earl�er v�s�onar�es, though a th�ng to be
sought and des�red, �s not a th�ng to be obta�ned per saltum by a
soc�ety wh�ch has beh�nd �t a long record of subject�on—through
per�ods of customary commun�sm, serfdom, m�l�tar�sm, and the
personal �ncompetenc�es of character wh�ch these enta�l. Progress
he regards as the gradual d�sentanglement and emanc�pat�on of the
race from these �nfluences. The mere fact that we have reached a
po�nt when the generous concept�ons of Soc�al�sm have been
accepted as welcome asp�rat�ons of our soc�al consc�ence �s, to the
l�beral ph�losopher, proof of the advance and �mprovement of human
character, under a system �n wh�ch the des�re of personal freedom
has been the ch�ef format�ve and d�sentangl�ng �nfluence. Soc�ety, he
w�ll argue, �s merely the env�ronment w�th�n wh�ch, through the
d�sc�pl�ne of the ages, human �nd�v�dual�ty �s seek�ng to learn the rule
wh�ch w�ll g�ve �t the opportun�ty of atta�n�ng �ts fullest express�on. To
the enthus�ast for l�berty—the true L�beral—the valuable th�ng �s the



free exper�ence of the �nd�v�dual and the d�sc�pl�ne wh�ch that
teaches.
The Soc�al�st, on the other hand, asks us to see a v�s�on of progress
�n wh�ch correct soc�al conduct appears to be hab�tual and almost
automat�c—a rule of l�fe so f�rmly establ�shed that �t can be cut loose
from the personal respons�b�l�ty and self-d�sc�pl�ne wh�ch �s �ts or�g�n,
and subjected to the autocrat�cally �nsp�red d�sc�pl�ne that emanates
from that fortu�tous centre of author�ty wh�ch men call the State. The
soc�al l�ab�l�ty thus undertaken for a subject populat�on, the rate at
wh�ch �t �s contracted, and the extent to wh�ch �t may grow, �s not
under any control of the State, but must ever be the d�rect result of
�nd�v�dual act�on prompted by �nd�v�dual mot�ves. If the pressure of
personal respons�b�l�ty and self-d�sc�pl�ne �s removed, can excesses
of unsoc�al conduct be controlled, can the r�sks of l�fe be met, by a
subst�tut�on of collect�ve for personal calculat�on, contr�vance, and
effort? The Soc�al�st �s sangu�ne that he can g�ve a sat�sfactory
answer to such quest�on�ngs.
Happ�ly there �s no problem so we�ghty, so profound, or so �mportant,
that �ts d�scuss�on cannot be rel�eved by a touch of humour. Herr
R�chter’s humour, h�s translator remarks, �s Teuton�c. Th�s means, we
apprehend, that the mock-hero�c ve�n �n wh�ch h�s narrat�ve �s
couched �s adm�rably preserved throughout. Th�s, �ndeed, �s �ts great
art�st�c mer�t. We all recogn�se the magnan�m�ty and generos�ty of
our Soc�al�st fr�ends. Some of them, even �n the pr�vate relat�ons of
l�fe, may be as adm�rable as the�r sent�ments, and �t �s an �rrelevant
waste of t�me to d�spute the�r publ�c sp�r�t and v�rtue. There �s,
however, no author�tat�ve expos�t�on of the Soc�al�st programme; and
th�s, after all, and not the magnan�m�ty of �ts doctr�ne, �s the subject
on wh�ch we requ�re �nformat�on. If we declare our d�ff�culty �n
accept�ng as pract�cable the abol�t�on of money and the subst�tut�on
of a labour-note currency, as requ�red by Marx, we are rem�nded,
fa�rly enough, that Marx’s v�ews have been demol�shed by h�s
d�sc�ple, Edward Bernste�n, a new leader of German Soc�al�sm, and
that they are rejected by Engl�sh Fab�ans. The pol�cy of Fab�ans,
German and Engl�sh, �s essent�ally a hand-to-mouth pol�cy. It �s
host�le to the pr�vate employment of cap�tal, but �t has put forward no



comprehens�ve plan for carry�ng �ts v�ews �nto effect. It �s, moreover,
pert�nently objected by the more log�cal or anarch�cal Soc�al�sts (the
sect�on represented by such wr�ters as Pr�nce Krapotk�ne �n h�s
recently publ�shed Conquest of Bread) that, by an extens�on of
mun�c�pal trad�ng, all that �s compassed �s the subst�tut�on of the rule
of the pol�t�cal boss for the rule of the pr�vate cap�tal�st, a plan wh�ch
merely sh�fts the centre from wh�ch the tyranny of the enforced
subord�nat�on of �ndustry emanates. The L�beral controvers�al�st,
therefore, who w�shes to cr�t�c�se �n deta�l the proposals of h�s
opponents, �s placed �n a d�ff�culty. He adm�ts the �mperfect�ons of
ex�st�ng soc�ety; he accepts the laudatory est�mate wh�ch the
Soc�al�sts g�ve of the�r own mot�ves, but ow�ng to lack of author�tat�ve
expos�t�on, he �s dr�ven to work out for h�mself the deta�ls of the
Soc�al�st pol�cy.
Th�s Herr R�chter has done �n an adm�rable manner. A very complete
ver�s�m�l�tude �s susta�ned throughout h�s story, and the humour
never degenerates �nto farce. He �s as ser�ous as was Defoe �n h�s
descr�pt�on of Rob�nson Crusoe, and �f the real�ty of the p�cture �s
less conv�nc�ng, that �s due, not to the unsk�lfulness of the author, but
to the �ncongruous and unth�nkable nature of the Soc�al�st theory,
when attempt �s made to reduce �t to pract�cal deta�ls.
On one other po�nt the attent�on of the reader should dwell. Those
controvers�al�sts, who, so to speak, argue w�th the�r feet on the sol�d
earth, are under a d�sadvantage, as compared w�th the�r aer�al and
cloud-encompassed opponents, �n that they accept the soc�ety of to-
day as necessar�ly the father of the soc�ety of to-morrow. They
recogn�se the defects and �nequal�t�es of the ex�st�ng system, but the
best remedy they can offer �s adm�ttedly a gradual and �mperfect
one. On the other hand, the Soc�al�st �s not fettered by any need to
refer to defects wh�ch may ar�se �n h�s Utop�a. Exper�ence has never
had an opportun�ty of test�ng �ts pr�nc�ples �n the concrete, and �t �s
d�ff�cult to cr�t�c�se a fabr�c wh�ch �s st�ll �n the womb of the future. The
Soc�al�st future �s recommended to us as a land of m�lk and honey,
but how �s human k�nd to be dr�ven to and shepherded �n these
pastures? “When I am K�ng,” sa�d honest Jack Cade, “there shall be
no money; all shall eat and dr�nk on my score; and I w�ll apparel



them �n one l�very, that they may agree l�ke brothers, and worsh�p
me, the�r lord.” In the modern �nstance, th�s lordsh�p of Jack Cade,
the pol�t�cal “boss,” �s kept stud�ously �n the background, but the po�nt
�s all �mportant; for w�thout d�sc�pl�ne and regulat�on, and force at the
back of �t, and of the most r�g�d and exact�ng k�nd, the mach�nery of
Soc�al�sm w�ll not work at all. We are weary of accounts of the equ�ty
and benef�cence of the Soc�al�st State, but complete s�lence �s
observed as to �ts darker poss�b�l�t�es and to the �nfract�on of our
l�bert�es wh�ch �t necessar�ly �mpl�es. Th�s �s a leg�t�mate po�nt for
cr�t�c�sm, and Herr R�chter has worked �t out hypothet�cally—the only
way �n wh�ch �t �s poss�ble for us to do so—and w�th grave and
labor�ous �ndustry.
The t�me �ndeed has come for a ser�ous jo�n�ng of these �ssues. The
ph�losopher, the cr�t�c, the econom�st, and the humour�st are all
under obl�gat�on to throw what l�ght they can on the subject-matter of
th�s controversy. Herr R�chter’s �ngen�ous p�cture of the Soc�al�st
Utop�a �s a valuable contr�but�on to the eluc�dat�on of the problem of
what would happen �f human nature and mortal affa�rs were all totally
d�fferent from what they at present are. If the �nqu�ry seems to end �n
a reduct�o ad absurdum, �t �s not our author’s fault.

T. MACKAY.
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CHAPTER I.
CELEBRATION DAY.

The red flag of �nternat�onal Soc�al�sm waves from the palace and
from all the publ�c bu�ld�ngs of Berl�n. If our �mmortal Bebel could but
have l�ved to see th�s! He always used to tell the bourgeo�s�e that
“the catastrophe was almost at the�r very doors.” Fr�edr�ch Engels
had f�xed 1898 as the year of the ult�mate tr�umph of soc�al�st�c
�deas. Well, �t d�d not come qu�te so soon, but �t has not taken much
longer.
Th�s, however, �s �mmater�al. The ma�n th�ng �s the fact that all our
long years of to�l and battl�ng for the r�ghteous cause of the people
are now crowned w�th success. The old rotten reg�me, w�th �ts
ascendency of cap�tal, and �ts system of plunder�ng the work�ng
classes, has crumbled to p�eces. And for the benef�t of my ch�ldren,
and ch�ldren’s ch�ldren, I �ntend to set down, �n a humble way, some
l�ttle account of the beg�nn�ng of th�s new re�gn of brotherhood and
un�versal ph�lanthropy. I, too, have not been altogether w�thout some
small share �n th�s new b�rth of mank�nd. All, both �n t�me and money,
that I have been able for a generat�on past to snatch from the
pract�ce of my craft as an honest bookb�nder, and all that my fam�ly
could spare, I have devoted to the furtherance of our a�ms. I am also
�ndebted to the l�terature of Soc�al�sm, and to my connect�on w�th
pol�t�cal clubs, for my mental culture and my soundness on all
soc�al�st�c po�nts. My w�fe and ch�ldren are �n full accord w�th me. Our
beloved Bebel’s book on women has long been the h�ghest gospel to
my better half, Paula.
The b�rthday of the new soc�al�st�c order happened to be our s�lver
wedd�ng-day; and now, behold, to-day’s celebrat�on day has added
fresh happ�ness to us as a fam�ly. My son, Franz, has become
engaged to Agnes Müller. The two have long known each other, and
the strong attachment �s mutual. So �n all the elevat�on of m�nd,
�nsp�red by th�s great day, we have kn�t up th�s new bond of affect�on.
They are both somewhat young yet, but they are, nevertheless, both



good hands at the�r trades. He �s a compos�tor, she a m�ll�ner. So
there �s ground to hope �t w�ll turn out a good match. They �ntend to
marry as soon as the new regulat�ons �n respect of work,
arrangements of dwell�ngs, and so on, shall have reached
complet�on.
After d�nner we all took a stroll unter den L�nden. My stars! what a
crowd there was! And what endless rejo�c�ng! Not one s�ngle
d�scordant tone to mar the harmony of the great celebrat�on day. The
pol�ce �s d�sbanded, the people themselves ma�nta�n�ng order �n the
most exemplary manner.
In the palace gardens, �n the square �n front, and all around the
palace, vast crowds were gathered, wh�ch showed unm�stakable
unan�m�ty and steadfastness of a�m. The new Government was
assembled �n the palace. Colleagues, chosen from amongst the
foremost leaders of the Soc�al�st party, have prov�s�onally taken over
the re�ns of Government. The Soc�al�st members of the town counc�l
form, for the present, the corporat�on. Whenever, from t�me to t�me,
one of our new rulers chanced to show h�mself at one of the
w�ndows, or on a balcony, the uncontrollable ecstasy of the people
would break out afresh, show�ng �tself �n frant�c wav�ng of hats and
handkerch�efs, and �n s�ng�ng the workmen’s Marse�lla�se.
In the even�ng there was a grand �llum�nat�on. The statues of the old
k�ngs and marshals, decorated w�th red flags, looked strange enough
�n the red glare of so much bengal f�re. The days of these statues
are, however, numbered, and they w�ll shortly have to g�ve place to
statues of bygone heroes of Soc�al�sm. It has already been
determ�ned, I hear, to remove the statues of the two Humboldts from
the front of the un�vers�ty, and to place there �n the�r stead those of
Marx and Ferd�nand Lassalle. The statue of Freder�c the Great, unter
den L�nden, �s to be replaced by that of our �mmortal L�ebknecht.
Upon our return home we kept up, �n our cosy fam�ly c�rcle, th�s
double celebrat�on t�ll a late hour. My w�fe’s father, who h�therto has
not made much account of Soc�al�sm, was w�th us on the occas�on,
and was very sympathet�c and cheery.



We are full of hope that we shall now soon vacate our humble
dwell�ng, three storeys h�gh, and exchange �t for someth�ng better.
Well, well, the old place, after all, has w�tnessed many a qu�et joy of
ours, no lack of trouble and sorrow, and plenty of honest endeavour
as well.



CHAPTER II.
THE NEW LAWS.

One hears the most exqu�s�te stor�es of the scramble there �s on the
part of the bourgeo�s�e to get across the front�er. But where are they
to go to? Soc�al�sm �s now dom�nant �n all European countr�es, w�th
the except�on of England and Sw�tzerland. The Amer�can steamers
are unable to meet the demand there �s on them. Those who can
once reach the Amer�can shores are all r�ght, as the revolut�on there
was very soon quelled, and all hope of success cut off for a long t�me
to come. Let all such plunderers clear out, say I. It �s a good th�ng
that, thanks to the suddenness w�th wh�ch the revolut�on came at
last, they have not been able to take much w�th them. All State
bonds, mortgages, shares, b�lls, and bank-notes have been declared
vo�d. These bourgeo�s gentry may as well at once beg�n paper�ng the
walls of the�r sh�p cab�ns w�th th�s trumpery. All landed and house
property, means of commun�cat�on, mach�nery, tools, stores, and
such l�ke, have been �mpounded for the benef�t of the new soc�al�st�c
State.
The Onward, wh�ch has h�therto been the lead�ng organ of our party,
now takes the place of the old Imper�al Advert�ser, and �t �s del�vered
at every house free of cost. All pr�nt�ng establ�shments hav�ng now
become the property of the State, all the other papers have, as a
matter of course, ceased to appear. In all other towns a local ed�t�on
of the Onward �s �ssued w�th a sheet of local matter for each
separate place. Prov�s�onally, and unt�l such t�me as a new
Parl�ament shall have been elected, the conduct of affa�rs �s �n the
hands of the soc�al�st�c members of the late Parl�ament, who, �n the
shape of a Comm�ttee of Government, have to dec�de on those
numerous laws �t w�ll be necessary to enact �n order to establ�sh the
new era.
The old party programme wh�ch was settled upon at the Erfurt
Conference �n 1891, has been promulgated as an outl�ne of the
fundamental r�ghts of the people. Th�s promulgat�on procla�ms that



all cap�tal, property, m�nes and quarr�es, mach�nery, means of
commun�cat�on, and all possess�ons whatever, have henceforth
become the sole property of the State, or as �t �s now better called,
the Commun�ty. Another decree sets forth the un�versal obl�gat�on
there �s on all persons to work; and all such persons, whether male
or female, from the age of 21 to 65 years, are to enjoy prec�sely the
same r�ghts. Those who are below 21 years of age w�ll be educated
at the expense of the State, wh�lst those who are above 65 w�ll be
ma�nta�ned �n a s�m�lar manner. All pr�vate enterpr�se and product�v�ty
have, of course, ceased. Pend�ng, however, the new regulat�ons as
to supply, all persons are to reta�n the�r old posts, and to go on
work�ng for the State, as the�r master. Each person has to render an
�nventory of all such th�ngs as may have rema�ned to h�m after the
embargo just spoken of; th�ngs wh�ch some m�ght be tempted to
regard as pr�vate property, such as furn�ture, old clothes, bank-notes,
and the l�ke. In part�cular, co�ns of all k�nds are to be del�vered up.
New money cert�f�cates are shortly to be �ssued.
The new Government, thanks to the smart Chancellor at �ts head,
proceeds w�th no less energy than d�rectness of purpose. Every
precaut�on �n the f�rst place �s to be taken aga�nst any poss�b�l�ty of
cap�tal ever rega�n�ng �ts old ascendency. The army �s d�sbanded; no
taxes w�ll be collected, as the Government proposes to ra�se that
wh�ch �s requ�red for publ�c purposes out of the revenue y�elded by
State trade transact�ons. Doctors and lawyers are supported by the
State, and they are requ�red to render the�r serv�ces grat�s whenever
needed. The days of the revolut�on, and of the celebrat�on of the
same, have been declared hol�days establ�shed by law.
It �s qu�te ev�dent that ent�rely new and glor�ous t�mes are �n store for
us.



CHAPTER III.
DISCONTENTED PEOPLE.

Agnes, our prospect�ve daughter-�n-law, �s qu�te �nconsolable, and
Franz �s hardly less depressed. Agnes �s �n fear for her dowry. For a
long t�me past she has been �ndustr�ously sav�ng up, and more
espec�ally so s�nce her acqua�ntance w�th Franz. Her �ndustry was
such that she would scarce allow herself t�me for her meals, and the
sums wh�ch her compan�ons spent �n f�nery, �n pleasures, or �n short
excurs�ons, she devoted to the �ncrease of her l�ttle cap�tal. By these
means she had no less a sum than two thousand marks �n the
sav�ngs bank at the t�me of her becom�ng engaged. It was w�th no
l�ttle pr�de and complacency that Franz told me all th�s on the
even�ng of the engagement day. The young people began to dev�se
schemes as to how they could lay out th�s large sum of money to the
best advantage.
But now �t seems that all her �ndustry and economy are to prove
qu�te fut�le. Rendered uneasy by all sorts of reports that reached her,
Agnes determ�ned to go to the bank and g�ve not�ce of w�thdrawal.
Arr�ved �n the ne�ghbourhood of the bank, she found the street f�lled
w�th exc�ted groups. Old men and women, and numerous g�rls who
had been servants dur�ng the old order of th�ngs, compla�ned
p�teously of be�ng cheated, as they sa�d, out of the�r hard-earned
sav�ngs. The off�c�als, �t appears, had stated that along w�th all other
values wh�ch, by the operat�on of the new decrees had been
conf�scated, the funds of the sav�ngs bank were also vo�d.
The mere rumour of such a th�ng nearly made poor Agnes fa�nt.
Summon�ng courage, however, to enter the bank, she there soon
rece�ved conf�rmat�on of th�s �ncred�ble news. Hasten�ng to us, she
heard �t rumoured that deputat�ons of bank cred�tors were on the�r
way to the palace to seek an �nterv�ew w�th the Chancellor. On
hear�ng th�s I started off at once, and Franz went w�th me.
We found an �mmense crowd gathered �n front of the palace. Across
Lassalle Br�dge (the old K�ng W�ll�am’s Br�dge), streams of people



kept surg�ng up towards the palace. It �s clear th�s sav�ngs bank
quest�on �s deeply st�rr�ng the publ�c m�nd. All the entrances to the
courts of the palace were securely fastened. The crowd �n front
made var�ous efforts to obta�n forc�ble entrance, but �n va�n.
Suddenly several gun-barrels from �ns�de br�stled through loopholes
�n the doors, wh�ch loopholes I had somehow never not�ced before.
Who can say what m�ght have been the end of all th�s �f, at th�s
cr�t�cal moment, the Chancellor had not appeared on the scene and
thus restored order? He stepped out upon the balcony of the m�ddle
portal, and �n a clear and sonorous vo�ce, declared that the sav�ngs
bank quest�on should rece�ve the �mmed�ate cons�derat�on of the
Comm�ttee of Government. He begged all true patr�ots and
cons�stent Soc�al�sts to conf�de fully �n the just�ce and w�sdom of the
representat�ves of the people. Loud hurrahs greeted our Chancellor
as he w�thdrew.
Just at th�s moment several f�re br�gades came tear�ng along at a
gallop from d�fferent d�rect�ons towards the palace. There be�ng now
no pol�ce to summon, the author�t�es had �n the�r consternat�on
telegraphed from the palace, report�ng a great f�re there. The arr�val
of the gallant fellows was greeted w�th much laughter. By and by the
crowd d�spersed �n a more good-humoured and pl�ant mood. It �s
only to be hoped that the Government w�ll do the r�ght th�ng �n th�s
bus�ness.



CHAPTER IV.
THE CHOICE OF TRADES.

B�g red placards on all the hoard�ngs rem�nd people that �n
accordance w�th the regulat�ons of the new Labour Law, all persons
of both sexes between the ages of twenty-one and s�xty-f�ve years,
are requ�red w�th�n three days to reg�ster themselves w�th a v�ew to
be�ng told off to some trade. The old pol�ce stat�ons and var�ous
other publ�c off�ces come �n n�cely for th�s purpose. The attent�on of
women and g�rls �s espec�ally called to the fact that on the�r enter�ng
upon work �n one of the numerous State workshops, they are
forthw�th rel�eved from all household to�l, such as tak�ng care of
ch�ldren, the preparat�on of meals, nurs�ng the s�ck, wash�ng, etc.,
etc. All ch�ldren and young people are to be brought up �n State
ma�ntenance houses and �n publ�c schools. The ch�ef meal of each
day w�ll be taken at the State cookshop of the d�str�ct. S�ck people
must all be sent to the hosp�tals. Wash�ng can be done solely at the
great central washhouses of the State. The hours of work, for both
sexes, both �n trades and �n State or publ�c departments, are f�xed at
e�ght hours for the present.
Documentary ev�dence �s �n all cases requ�red as a proof of the
capab�l�t�es of persons to perform the dut�es they enter themselves
for; and �n each case the bus�ness h�therto followed has to be stated
as well. Entr�es as clergymen cannot for a moment be enterta�ned,
see�ng that by a resolut�on come to at the Erfurt Conference of 1891,
and wh�ch �s now accepted as a fundamental law of the State, �t �s
str�ctly proh�b�ted to devote any nat�onal funds to rel�g�ous or
eccles�ast�cal purposes. Such persons, however, who, nevertheless,
w�sh to follow th�s profess�on, have full l�berty to qual�fy themselves
for �t �n the�r le�sure hours, after hav�ng worked the normal number of
e�ght hours �n some branch wh�ch �s recogn�sed by the State as a
trade.
After the publ�cat�on of th�s �ntell�gence, the l�fe �n the streets
resembled that on a muster�ng day �n a garr�son town. Persons of



the same trade formed themselves �nto knots and groups, and
hav�ng decorated themselves w�th some s�gn of the trade chosen,
marched through the streets s�ng�ng and shout�ng. There were
numerous groups of women and g�rls, who pa�nted �n the l�vel�est
colours the del�ghts they ant�c�pate from the trades chosen, now that
they have once got r�d of all housework. One hears that a great
many persons have chosen an ent�rely d�fferent l�ne from the one
h�therto followed. Many seem to fancy that the mere cho�ce of a
trade �s �dent�cal w�th be�ng already �nstalled �n �t, but such �s, of
course, by no means the case.
So far as we as a fam�ly are concerned we mean to make no
change, but to rema�n fa�thful to those old trades we have got to l�ke;
so my son Franz, my future daughter-�n-law Agnes, and I myself
have entered our names accord�ngly. My w�fe has reg�stered herself
as an attendant at one of the ch�ldren’s homes. By th�s means she
proposes st�ll to exerc�se her maternal care over our youngest ch�ld
Ann�e, four years of age, whom we shall now, of course, have to
y�eld up.
I may here ment�on that after the tumult �n front of the palace, the
M�n�stry deemed �t prudent to re�ntroduce a body of pol�ce, wh�ch �s
to be four thousand strong, and to stat�on them �n part at the arsenal,
and �n part at the ne�ghbour�ng barracks. W�th a v�ew to avo�d�ng all
unpleasant rem�n�scences, the blue un�form w�ll now be
d�scont�nued, and a brown one subst�tuted for �t. In place of a helmet
the pol�ce are to wear large Rembrandt hats w�th red feathers.



CHAPTER V.
A PARLIAMENTARY SITTING.

It was only w�th cons�derable trouble that Franz and I managed to-
day to squeeze ourselves �nto the House s�tuated �n Bebel Square
(the K�ng’s Square of old days). A settlement was to be arr�ved at �n
respect of the sav�ngs bank funds. Franz �nforms me that amongst
the 2,000,000 �nhab�tants of Berl�n, there are no fewer than 500,000
depos�tors �n the sav�ngs banks. No wonder, then, that the whole
ne�ghbourhood of the House, the ent�re expanse of Bebel Square,
and the surround�ng streets, were densely packed w�th persons
mostly of the poorer clad sort, who awa�ted w�th breathless �nterest
the dec�s�on of the House. The pol�ce, however, soon began to clear
the streets.
As the general elect�on has not yet taken place, and as all the seats
of those members who were elected by the so-called better classes
were declared vacant, we found, as a matter of course, no other
members present save our old colleagues the proved p�oneers of the
new order.
At the request of the Chancellor, the head of the Stat�st�cal
Department opened the debate �n a speech deal�ng largely w�th
stat�st�cs, and show�ng the real magn�tude of the quest�on �n hand.
He sa�d there were e�ght m�ll�on depos�tors �n the sav�ngs banks, w�th
an aggregate of more than 5,000 m�ll�ons of marks. (Hear, hear, from
the Left.) The yearly sum formerly pa�d �n �nterest amounted to more
than 150 m�ll�ons of marks. Of the depos�ts, 2,800 m�ll�on marks were
�nvested �n mortgages, 1,700 m�ll�ons �n bonds, about 400 m�ll�ons �n
publ�c �nst�tut�ons and corporat�ons, and the balance of 100 m�ll�ons
were float�ng debt. All bonds had been repud�ated by law. (Qu�te
r�ght, from the Left.) W�th the transfer of all landed property to the
State, all mortgages were, as a matter of course, annulled. It was,
hence, clear that there were no funds out of wh�ch the cla�ms of the
sav�ngs bank depos�tors could be sat�sf�ed.



At the close of th�s speech a member of the R�ght got up. “M�ll�ons of
honest workmen and true Soc�al�sts,” sa�d he (uproar from the Left),
“w�ll feel b�tterly d�sappo�nted when, �n place of gett�ng the full reward
of labour as expected, they see themselves depr�ved of those
sav�ngs they had by d�nt of arduous work been enabled to put by. By
what means had those sav�ngs been effected? Only by means of
cont�nuous effort and exert�on, of economy, and of abstent�on from
certa�n th�ngs, such as tobacco and sp�r�ts, wh�ch many other
workmen often �ndulged �n. (Uproar from the Left.) Many a one had
�mag�ned that by putt�ng by these sav�ngs he was lay�ng up
someth�ng for a ra�ny day, or prov�d�ng for h�s old age. The plac�ng of
such persons on prec�sely the same foot�ng w�th those who have not
shown a morsel of thr�ft, w�ll be felt by m�ll�ons to be an �njust�ce.”
(Applause from the R�ght, and loud cr�es of approval from the
galler�es.)
The Pres�dent threatened to have the galler�es cleared �f such cr�es
were repeated, and at th�s there were cr�es, “We are the nat�on.”
The Pres�dent: “The nat�on �s �n possess�on of a power of veto, but �t
possesses no r�ght to take part �n the debates �n Parl�ament.
D�sturbers w�ll be ejected.” (General approbat�on from all s�des.)
A member of the Left now followed: “A real Soc�al�st of pure water
never yet had bothered h�mself about sav�ng anyth�ng,” sa�d he.
(Contrad�ctory s�gns from the R�ght.) “Nobody who had allowed
h�mself to follow the doctr�nes of economy so much preached by the
bourgeo�s�e had the least r�ght to reckon on any cons�derat�on at the
hands of the soc�al�st�c State. Let �t not be forgotten, too, that some
of these sav�ngs were �n real�ty only stolen from the work�ng-classes.
(D�ssat�sfact�on from the R�ght.) It should never be sa�d that
Soc�al�sm had hung up the b�g th�eves, but let m�ll�ons of l�ttle ones
escape. Why, the var�ous �nvestments of th�s very sav�ngs bank
cap�tal had helped to foster the old system of robb�ng the people.
(Loud applause from the Left.) None but a bourgeo�s can say a word
aga�nst the conf�scat�on of the sav�ngs bank funds.”
The Pres�dent here called the last speaker to order for the grave
offence �mpl�ed �n des�gnat�ng a member of the soc�al�st�c Parl�ament



by the term bourgeo�s.
Am�dst breathless suspense the Chancellor rose to speak. “Up to a
certa�n po�nt just�ce compels me to say that both the honourable
members who have just spoken are qu�te r�ght �n what they have
advanced. A good deal m�ght be sa�d on the s�de of the moral�ty of
these sav�ngs, but equally much may be advanced as to the
demoral�s�ng effects they have exerc�sed �n the form of accumulated
cap�tal. Let us, however, above all th�ngs, never suffer a long�ng look
at the past to d�vert our gaze from the great t�mes �n wh�ch we l�ve.
(Hear, hear.) We must settle th�s quest�on as Soc�al�sts who know
what they are about, and w�thout any adm�xture of sent�ment. And �n
v�ew of th�s I say that to hand over 5,000 m�ll�on marks to a fract�onal
e�ght m�ll�ons of the populat�on would be a bu�ld�ng up of the new
soc�al equal�ty on a foundat�on of �nequal�ty. (Applause.) Th�s
�nequal�ty would �nev�tably soon make �tself felt throughout all the
var�ous branches of consumpt�on, and thus upset all our carefully
conce�ved plans for harmon�s�ng product�on and consumpt�on. These
fundholders to-day ask for a return of the�r sav�ngs: w�th prec�sely the
same r�ght others m�ght come to-morrow—those, for �nstance, who
had sunk the�r sav�ngs �n mach�nery and tools, �n bus�ness stock, �n
houses or land—and demand that the�r cap�tal be refunded. (S�gns
of approval.) How are we then to set bounds to a poss�ble react�on
aga�nst the soc�al order of th�ngs now establ�shed? Whatever
pleasures those persons who had put by the�r l�ttle sav�ngs had
prom�sed themselves as the fru�ts of the�r thr�ft, and the�r abst�nence,
they would now reap a hundred t�mes greater reward �n the
consc�ousness of know�ng that all al�ke w�ll now share those great
benef�ts wh�ch we are about �naugurat�ng. But �f you take from us
these f�ve m�ll�ards, reduc�ng by th�s amount the cap�tal wh�ch ought
to work solely �n the �nterests of the publ�c at large, then my
colleagues �n the m�n�stry, and myself, w�ll be no longer �n a pos�t�on
to accept the respons�b�l�ty of carry�ng out those soc�al�st�c measures
wh�ch �t was our a�m to see accompl�shed.” (Loud and long-
cont�nued applause.)
A great number of members had s�gn�f�ed the�r �ntent�on of speak�ng.
But the Pres�dent sa�d �t was h�s duty to rem�nd the House that,



reckon�ng the t�me spent on comm�ttee meet�ngs, and that wh�ch the
law allowed to each member for read�ng and preparat�on, the
max�mum e�ght hours had, as a matter of fact, already been
reached, and that under these c�rcumstances the debate could not
be cont�nued before the next day. (Cr�es of “vote, vote.”) A resolut�on
to apply the closure was proposed and passed. Upon the vote be�ng
taken, the House, w�th only a few d�ssent�ents, passed to the order of
the day, and the s�tt�ng was over.
There were loud cr�es of �nd�gnat�on from the gallery, and these
spread to the street outs�de. The pol�ce, however, soon managed to
clear the space about the House, and they arrested var�ous no�sy
persons, amongst whom were a good many women. It �s sa�d that
several members who had voted aga�nst the bank mon�es be�ng
refunded to the owners were shamefully �nsulted �n the streets. The
pol�ce are stated to have made merc�less use of the�r new weapons,
the so-called “k�llers,” a weapon on the Engl�sh pattern wh�ch has
just been �ntroduced.
W�th�n our four walls we had an abundant d�splay of resentment and
�ll-feel�ng. Agnes rejected all endeavours to tranqu�ll�se her, and �t
was �n va�n that my w�fe sought to comfort her w�th the thought of the
opulent dowry wh�ch the Government meant all newly marr�ed
couples to rece�ve.
“I won’t have anyth�ng g�ven to me,” she cr�ed pett�shly; “all I want �s
the wages of my own labour; such government �s worse than
robbery.”
I much fear that to-day’s events are not at all calculated to
strengthen Agnes’ hold on soc�al�st�c pr�nc�ples. My father-�n-law has
l�kew�se sav�ngs �n the bank, and we dare not venture to tell the old
gentleman that h�s bank book �s mere waste paper. He �s far from
be�ng a m�ser. It was only the other day he ment�oned that he let
�nterest and compound �nterest accumulate; we should f�nd at h�s
death that he had been really grateful for all our tender care of h�m.
In very deed one requ�res to be as f�rmly grounded as I am �n
soc�al�st�c pr�nc�ples to stand such reverses w�thout �n the least
los�ng heart.



CHAPTER VI.
ASSIGNMENT OF WORK.

The un�on between Franz and Agnes �s suddenly put off �ndef�n�tely.
The pol�ce have to-day d�str�buted the orders relat�ng to the
occupat�ons of the people, wh�ch orders are based partly upon the
reg�strat�on lately made, and partly upon the plan organ�sed by the
Government for regulat�ng product�on and consumpt�on.
True, Franz �s to rema�n a compos�tor, but, unfortunately, he can’t
stay �n Berl�n, but �s sent to Le�ps�g. Berl�n requ�res now hardly one-
twent�eth part of the number of compos�tors �t formerly employed.
None but absolutely rel�able Soc�al�sts are allowed on the Onward.
Now Franz, through some unguarded express�ons �n Palace Square
over that unfortunate sav�ngs bank bus�ness, �s regarded w�th some
susp�c�on. Franz w�ll have �t, too, that pol�t�cs have had someth�ng to
do w�th the ass�gnment of labour; and he says, for �nstance, that �n
Berl�n the Younkers have been completely scattered as a party. One
had to go as a paperhanger to Inowrazlaw because there was a
scarc�ty of paperhangers there, whereas �n Berl�n there are too
many. Franz qu�te lost all pat�ence, and sa�d �t seemed to h�m that
the old law aga�nst the Soc�al�sts, w�th �ts expatr�at�on, had come to
l�fe aga�n. Well, we must excuse a l�ttle haste �n an engaged young
man who sees h�mself suddenly, and for an �ndef�n�te per�od, cut off
from the g�rl of h�s heart.
I tr�ed to offer Franz a l�ttle comfort by remark�ng that �n the very next
house a marr�ed couple had been separated by the act�on of th�s law.
The w�fe goes to Oppeln �n the capac�ty of nurse, the husband to
Magdeburg as a bookkeeper. Th�s set my w�fe go�ng, and she
wanted to know how anyone dared to separate husband and w�fe? It
was �nfamous, and so on. The good soul ent�rely forgot that �n our
new commun�ty marr�age �s a purely pr�vate relat�onsh�p, as Bebel
luc�dly expla�ned �n h�s book on woman. The marr�age knot can at
any t�me, and w�thout the �ntervent�on of any off�c�al whatever, be t�ed
and aga�n unt�ed. The Government �s hence not at all �n a pos�t�on to



know who �s marr�ed, and who �s not. In the reg�str�es of names we
f�nd therefore, as m�ght be log�cally expected, that all persons are
entered �n the�r Chr�st�an names, and the ma�den names of the�r
mothers. In a well-cons�dered organ�sat�on of product�on and
consumpt�on, the l�v�ng together of marr�ed couples �s clearly only
pract�cable where the scale of occupat�on allows of such an
arrangement; not v�ce versâ. It would never do to make the
organ�sat�on of labour �n any way dependent upon a pr�vate
relat�onsh�p wh�ch m�ght be d�ssolved at any moment.
My w�fe rem�nded me that �n old t�mes appo�ntments wh�ch were not
qu�te agreeable to the�r holders had often been annulled, or
exchanges made; we m�ght anyhow make an effort to get Franz
exchanged back to Berl�n.
It occurred to me that an old fr�end and colleague whose
acqua�ntance I had f�rst made when �n durance at Ploezensee, under
the law aga�nst the Soc�al�sts, held now an �nfluent�al pos�t�on on the
Labour Organ�sat�on Board. But on go�ng there I found th�s
department at the town hall bes�eged by hundreds of people who
had come on a s�m�lar errand, and I was unable to obta�n entrance to
the room. Fortunately I encountered �n the corr�dor another colleague
who �s on the same Board. I told h�m what we had so much at heart,
but he adv�sed me to let the grass grow a l�ttle over the part Franz
had taken �n the tumult �n front of the palace, before apply�ng for h�s
removal back to Berl�n.
I further took advantage of th�s opportun�ty to compla�n that although
my cho�ce of the bookb�nder’s craft had been conf�rmed, I was now
no longer a master as formerly, but only a journeyman. But he told
me there was really no help for th�s. It appears that �n consequence
of the system of do�ng everyth�ng on a large scale the demand for
small masters �s much less than ever �t was before. He went on to
say that �n consequence of a b�g m�stake hav�ng been d�scovered �n
an account, there would be a vote of cred�t brought �n to appo�nt 500
controllers; and he adv�sed me to apply for one of these posts, or to
try for a place as publ�c checker. I mean to follow h�s adv�ce.



My w�fe’s w�shes have so far been acceded to that her serv�ces as
attendant at one of the Ch�ldren’s Homes are accepted. But,
unfortunately, she �s not appo�nted to the one where our youngest
born w�ll be. They say that, as a matter of pr�nc�ple, mothers can only
rece�ve appo�ntments as nurses and attendants to such homes
where the�r own ch�ldren are not �nmates. By th�s means �t �s
�ntended to prevent any preference be�ng shown to one’s own
ch�ldren, and any jealous�es wh�ch other mothers m�ght feel. Th�s
certa�nly sounds very fa�r, but Paula cannot fa�l to feel the hardsh�ps
of �t. Th�s �s always the way w�th women, and they are so �ncl�ned to
put the�r pr�vate w�shes before State reasons.
Agnes �s no longer to be a m�ll�ner, but has got an appo�ntment as a
seamstress. There w�ll be no great demand for f�ne head-gear, or
gew-gaws of any k�nd now. From all I hear the new scheme of supply
a�ms solely at the product�on of all art�cles en masse. Hence �t
follows, as a matter of course, that there w�ll be but a very l�m�ted
demand for sk�lled labour, taste, and what more or less approaches
to art �n trade. But �t �s all the same to Agnes, and she says she
doesn’t care what they do w�th her so long as she can’t share her lot
w�th Franz. They forget, as I told them, that even Prov�dence �tself
could not serve all al�ke to the�r full content. “Then they should have
left each one to look after h�mself,” �nterrupted Franz; “we could
never have been so badly off under the old system.”
In order to pac�fy them somewhat, I read to them out of the Onward
a statement �n tabular form deal�ng w�th the select�ons of trades
people had made, and w�th the labour ass�gnments to them. A
greater number of persons had reg�stered themselves as
gamekeepers than there are hares w�th�n forty m�les’ c�rcumference
of Berl�n. From the number of entr�es made the Government would
have no d�ff�culty �n post�ng a hall-porter at every s�ngle door �n
Berl�n: every tree could have �ts forester, every horse �ts groom.
There are a great many more nurse-g�rls than k�tchen-ma�ds
reg�stered; more coachmen than ostlers. The number of young
women who have put the�r names down as wa�tresses and publ�c
s�ngers �s very cons�derable, but th�s superabundance �s balanced by
the pauc�ty of those who des�re to become s�ck-nurses. There �s no



lack of salesmen and saleswomen. The same remark appl�es to
�nspectors, managers, foremen, and s�m�lar pos�t�ons; there �s even
no scarc�ty of acrobats. The entr�es for the more arduous labours of
the pav�or, the stoker, the smelter are more sparse. Those who have
man�fested a des�re to become cleansers of sewers are, numer�cally,
not a strong body.
Under these c�rcumstances, what has the Government to do �n order
to br�ng the�r scheme for organ�s�ng product�on and consumpt�on �nto
some sort of harmony w�th the entr�es made by the people? Should
Government attempt a settlement by f�x�ng a lower rate of wages for
those branches wh�ch showed any over-crowd�ng, and a h�gher rate
for those labours wh�ch were not so coveted? Th�s would be a
subvers�on of the fundamental pr�nc�ples of Soc�al�sm. Every k�nd of
labour wh�ch �s useful to the commun�ty (Bebel always taught) must
appear of equal value �n the eyes of the commun�ty. The rece�pt of
unequal wages would soon tend to favour �nequal�t�es �n the style of
l�v�ng; or �t would enable the better pa�d ones to effect sav�ngs. By
th�s latter means, and �nd�rectly, �n the course of t�me a cap�tal�st
class would grow up, and thus the whole soc�al�st�c system of
product�on be thrown �nto d�sorder. Government had under �ts
cons�derat�on the suggest�on to effect a settlement of the d�ff�culty by
f�x�ng work�ng-days by vary�ng lengths. The object�on to th�s was that
some v�olence must then �nev�tably be done to the natural and
necessary dependence of var�ous occupat�ons upon each other.
That matter of supply and demand, wh�ch played such a prom�nent
part under the old re�gn of cap�tal, �s not to be suffered under any
c�rcumstances to come up aga�n.
Government reserves to �tself the r�ght to d�rect cr�m�nals to do the
more d�sagreeable k�nds of work. It has furthermore adopted the
counsel wh�ch Bebel used to g�ve, v�z., that of allow�ng more var�ety
of work to the same �nd�v�dual. Perhaps �n the course of t�me we may
see the same workmen, dur�ng d�fferent hours of the same day,
engaged �n the most d�verse and man�fold occupat�ons.
For the present no other plan seemed feas�ble than that of a lottery.
The entr�es for each trade were set apart by themselves, and from
these entr�es the appo�ntments requ�red for each branch of trade by



the Government organ�sat�on scheme were settled by a s�mple
draw�ng of lots. Those who drew blanks �n the f�rst lottery cast lots
aga�n and aga�n unt�l they got a trade; and �n th�s way the vacanc�es
were f�lled up �n these branches of labour for wh�ch there had been a
scarc�ty of appl�cants. I understand that a k�nd of labour they do not
at all rel�sh has, �n th�s way, fallen to the lot of a good many people.
Franz says there always have been horse-raffles and dog-raffles and
all k�nds of raffles, but th�s �s the f�rst t�me that man-raffles have
taken place. He says that even at the very beg�nn�ng the
Government are so at the�r w�ts’ end that they have to resort to a
toss-up.
“But can’t you see,” I sa�d to h�m, “that for the future all th�ngs are to
be arranged on an ent�rely new and d�fferent bas�s? For the present
we are st�ll feel�ng the after effects of the old system of explo�t�ng,
and of the dom�n�on of cap�tal. Once let the sp�r�t of Soc�al�sm be fully
awakened, and enjoy un�versal sway, and you w�ll f�nd that the most
arduous, d�sagreeable, and dangerous labours w�ll be the very ones
wh�ch w�ll draw the greatest numbers of volunteers; and the reason
�s qu�te obv�ous. These volunteers w�ll be susta�ned by the lofty
consc�ousness that the�r labours are for the good of the publ�c at
large, and they w�ll no longer have the reflect�on that they m�n�ster to
the v�le lust of ga�n of unpr�nc�pled plunderers.”
But I could not get the young people to see th�ngs �n th�s l�ght.



CHAPTER VII.
NEWS FROM THE PROVINCES.

All young men of the age of twenty are requ�red to enrol themselves
w�th�n three days. Agnes’ brother �s among th�s number. The
“Nat�onal Bulwark,” as �t �s called, �s to be organ�sed and armed w�th
all speed. The spac�ous bu�ld�ngs of the War M�n�stry were to have
been converted �nto a vast �nfant’s school for the sake of the f�ne
gardens adjo�n�ng. (Th�s school was to have been, too, the scene of
my w�fe’s labours.) It �s, however, now determ�ned to leave th�ngs as
they were.
The �nternal affa�rs of the country render �t necessary that the
Nat�onal Bulwark should be called out earl�er than had been
�ntended, and also that the organ�sat�on be on a far larger scale than
had been at f�rst contemplated. The New Prov�nc�al Counc�llors are
constantly send�ng urgent requests for m�l�tary ass�stance to a�d
them �n the work of establ�sh�ng the new laws �n country d�str�cts and
�n small towns. Hence, �t has been dec�ded to establ�sh at conven�ent
centres all over the country, a battal�on of �nfantry, a squadron of
cavalry, and a battery. In order to ensure better secur�ty the troops
are composed of men chosen from d�str�cts ly�ng far asunder.
These country boors and louts must be brought to reason. They
actually go the length of object�ng to the nat�onal�sat�on—or as the
off�c�al term runs, the communal�sat�on—of the�r pr�vate means, the�r
possess�ons �n the shape of acres, houses, cattle, farm stock and
the l�ke. Your small owner �n the country w�ll �ns�st on rema�n�ng
where he �s, and st�ck�ng fast to what he has got, �n sp�te of all you
can tell h�m of the hard lot he has from sunr�se to sunset. People of
th�s sort could be left qu�etly where they are, but then the m�sch�ef �s,
�t would greatly �nterfere w�th the vast scheme for the organ�sat�on of
product�on. So there �s no other way than to compel these th�ck-
headed people by sheer force to see what �s to the�r advantage. And
when the whole organ�sat�on �s once �n full sw�ng such persons w�ll



soon be conv�nced of the benef�ts that have been conferred upon
them by Soc�al�sm.
Upon �ts becom�ng known that all the b�g landed estates and large
farms had been declared State property, all farm servants and
agr�cultural labourers at once attached themselves zealously to our
s�de. But these people are now no longer content to rema�n where
they were. A great des�re for a change has come over them, and
they all make for the larger towns, ch�efly for Berl�n. Here, �n
Freder�ck St., and unter den L�nden, may now be seen da�ly the most
outland�sh-look�ng �nd�v�duals from the remotest parts of the country.
Many of them arr�ve w�th w�ves and fam�l�es, and w�th the scant�est
means. But they nevertheless clamour for food and dr�nk, cloth�ng,
boots, and what not of the best and dearest. They had been told,
they say, that everybody �n Berl�n l�ved on the fat of the land. I w�sh
such were only really the case!
But, of course, we can’t do w�th these backwoodsmen here, and they
are to be bundled off back to where they came from, wh�ch w�ll
cause some l�ttle b�tterness. It would be a pretty state of th�ngs �f the
magn�f�cent scheme of the Government for regulat�ng product�on and
consumpt�on were to be made s�xes and sevens of �n th�s fash�on by
a capr�c�ous wander�ng to and fro of people from the prov�nces. We
should have them at one t�me swarm�ng down l�ke fl�ghts of locusts
upon the stores accumulated here, to the neglect of necessary
labours �n the�r own parts; wh�lst at other t�mes, when the f�t took
them not to come, we should behold all the stuff that had been got �n
�n ant�c�pat�on of the�r v�s�t, spo�l�ng on our hands.
It would unquest�onably have been better �f those regulat�ons wh�ch
have only just been �ssued had been �ssued at the very f�rst.
Accord�ng to these regulat�ons no one can now temporar�ly leave h�s
place of res�dence w�thout f�rst prov�d�ng h�mself w�th a leave-of-
absence t�cket; and no one can make a permanent removal w�thout
rece�v�ng such d�rect�ons from h�gher quarters. It �s, of course,
�ntended that Berl�n shall st�ll rema�n a much-v�s�ted cap�tal; but
people are not to come and go �n a capr�c�ous, a�mless way, but only,
as the Onward s�mply and clearly sets forth, �n a manner wh�ch shall
accord w�th the carefully prepared calculat�ons and plans of the



Government. The soc�al�st�c State or, as we now say, the
Commun�ty, �s �n earnest as respects the obl�gat�on on all persons
al�ke to work; and �t, therefore, �s fully determ�ned not to perm�t any
vagabond�sm of any k�nd, not even any ra�lway vagabond�sm.
Yesterday the Chancellor made another tell�ng speech �n that
conv�nc�ng manner wh�ch, as the Onward truly remarks, �s so
pecul�arly h�s own. The quest�on had been ra�sed �n the House
whether an attempt should not be made to tranqu�ll�se the
d�saffected country d�str�cts by aggregat�ng local possess�ons �nto
local groups, �nstead of �mpound�ng such possess�ons for the benef�t
of the whole Commun�ty? These detached groups were to be called
Local Produce Assoc�at�ons, each �nhab�tant of a d�str�ct be�ng a un�t
of the local group. “It �s h�gh t�me,” sa�d the Chancellor, �n h�s speech,
“that errors such as these—errors wh�ch reach back to the t�me of
Lassalle, and wh�ch were fully d�sposed of at the Erfurt Conference
of 1891—should be set at rest for ever. It �s ev�dent that the results of
the establ�shment of var�ous Local Produce Assoc�at�ons would be to
�ntroduce compet�t�on between the several assoc�at�ons. Then,
aga�n, the vary�ng nature of the qual�ty of the land must �nev�tably
tend to produce gradat�ons of prosper�ty and non-prosper�ty, and �n
th�s way to open a k�nd of back-door to the return of cap�tal. A well-
d�gested scheme for the regulat�on of product�on and consumpt�on,
and an �ntell�gent d�str�but�on of the craftsmen �n each several
department over the whole State, are th�ngs wh�ch cannot adm�t of
any �nd�v�dual�sm, any compet�t�on, any personal or local
�ndependence. Soc�al�sm can never consent to do th�ngs by halves.”
(Loud applause.)



CHAPTER VIII.
THE LAST DAY TOGETHER.

I have had rather a bad t�me of �t to-day w�th my two women folk, my
w�fe and Agnes. It was mother’s b�rthday, a day whose return I have
for the last twenty-f�ve years greeted w�th joy. On the present
occas�on, alas! there was noth�ng but heav�ness �n our hearts. To-
morrow Franz �s to set out for Le�ps�g, and on the same day we must
y�eld up our other two ch�ldren. Grandfather �s to remove �nto the
Refuge for People of Advanced Years.
It w�ll read�ly be understood that there was more thought of all these
matters than of the b�rthday. My w�fe’s heart was full to overflow�ng,
espec�ally at the s�ght of grandfather. “Soc�al�sm,” sa�d he, “�s a
calam�ty for all of us; I have foreseen th�s all along.” I tr�ed to comfort
h�m by descr�b�ng to h�m the easy, agreeable l�fe he would lead at
the Refuge.
“What �s all that to me?” he cr�ed, full of �mpat�ence. “When there I
shall have to l�ve and sleep and eat w�th strangers. I shall no longer
have my daughter about me to look after me. I shall not be able to
have my p�pe whenever and wherever the humour takes me. I shall
be no longer able to have games w�th Ann�e, or to l�sten to the tales
Ernst br�ngs home from school. I shall never hear how th�ngs are
go�ng on �n your workshop. And whenever I become �ll I shall be left
qu�te to myself. Old trees should be left where they are, and never
be transplanted. And I am sure the end won’t be long �n com�ng to
me.”
We tr�ed to reassure h�m by prom�s�ng to v�s�t h�m very often.
“Such v�s�ts,” sa�d he, “are only a do�ng of th�ngs by halves. You are
never alone and really at your ease, and you are constantly gett�ng
d�sturbed by other people.”
We got l�ttle Ann�e, grandfather’s pet, to do the best she could, �n her
conf�d�ng way, to solace h�m. The ch�ld was the only cheerful
member of the company. Somebody had told her a lot of tales of all



the cakes, pretty dolls, clever dogs, p�cture-books, and s�m�lar
del�ghts wh�ch were to be had at the Ch�ldren’s Homes. So she was
never t�red of talk�ng of these th�ngs.
Franz man�fests res�gnat�on, and qu�et, f�rm resolut�on. But I don’t
l�ke to see th�s �n h�m. It looks to me as though he were dev�s�ng
some plans or other wh�ch he �s determ�ned not to betray. Whatever
such plans may be I trust they are not at var�ance w�th our soc�al�st�c
pr�nc�ples.
My second son, Ernst, does not much betray what h�s thoughts and
feel�ngs are. Towards h�s mother, however, he has been espec�ally
tender, and th�s as a general th�ng �s not at all h�s way. We had
meant to apprent�ce h�m to some trade now, and he had looked
forward to th�s w�th much pleasure. He has a sk�lful hand, and would
push h�s way onwards at a trade; but he has not made all the
progress �n school matters that one could have w�shed. But now �t
must be otherw�se, as lads of h�s age, one and all, have to be kept at
school a few years longer before they can rece�ve a techn�cal
tra�n�ng.
Upon everyone of her b�rthdays mother treats us to a pr�me, ju�cy
lo�n of veal, wh�ch Franz playfully calls our h�stor�cal jo�nt.
“When you come to see me, as I hope you w�ll soon,” sa�d my w�fe,
sadly, as the jo�nt appeared on the table, “I shall not be able to set
roast veal before you, for I shall then no longer have a k�tchen of my
own.”
“I have the greatest respect �mag�nable for your roast jo�nts,” I
repl�ed; “but �t would never do to g�ve up our �deals on such grounds.
So far from there be�ng any lack of roast jo�nts �n the future we shall
have them even more frequently than h�therto, and many another
del�cacy �n add�t�on.”
“True enough,” she answered; “but we shall not enjoy these th�ngs
together. One gets h�s meals here, another there. The d�stress
caused to the �nd�v�dual heart by all th�s tear�ng asunder �s poorly
compensated for by know�ng that the publ�c at large l�ve better. I



don’t care a straw about the jo�nt, but I do care about the soc�al l�fe of
the fam�ly.”
“Ah, I see,” I sa�d jocularly. “It �s not for the sake of the pennyworth of
cake, but only for the k�nd regards wh�ch accompany �t. Never m�nd,
old lady; rest assured we shall not have any the less regard for one
another �n the future, and we shall have more le�sure to show �t than
we have had so far.”
“Well, I am sure of one th�ng,” she sa�d. “I would a great deal rather
work ten or twelve hours a day at home for you all, than e�ght hours
for other people’s ch�ldren, who are noth�ng to me.”
After a short s�lence, she asked, querulously:
“What I want to know �s, why must th�ngs be so?”
And Agnes, who always seconds my w�fe when she gets on to such
subjects, repeated the quest�on even more querulously. Whenever
these two talk a duet there �s very l�ttle chance left for me, espec�ally
when Franz rema�ns neutral, or, what �s worse st�ll, keeps nodd�ng
approval to Agnes.
“Have you then so ent�rely forgotten those del�ghtful lectures by M�ss
W.,” I asked, “those lectures on the emanc�pat�on of women, and on
the equal�ty of women’s r�ghts �n all respects w�th the r�ghts of men?
You found those lectures at the t�me as �nsp�r�ng as Bebel’s book.”
“Oh, M�ss W. �s an old ma�d,” they repl�ed, “who has never had more
than her one furn�shed room.”
“She may none the less on that account be �n the r�ght,” I answered.
“The pr�nc�ple of equal r�ghts, equal obl�gat�ons, �rrespect�ve of sex,
const�tutes the bas�s of the soc�al�st�c Commun�ty. Our platform �s the
total �ndependence of the w�fe from her husband, and th�s end �s to
be obta�ned by secur�ng to women an equal and �ndependent
�ncome for serv�ces done away from the�r own homes: no more
household serfs, and no more slav�sh serv�ces on the part of w�ves
or servants. Hence we endeavour to reduce all household work to a
m�n�mum by transferr�ng th�s as far as poss�ble to great central
establ�shments conducted by the State. We must have no ch�ldren
and no elderly persons about the homes, so that these, by the�r



vary�ng number �n d�fferent fam�l�es, may aga�n g�ve r�se to all the
gradat�ons of wealth and poverty. These are the doctr�nes wh�ch
Bebel taught us.”
“I daresay all that �s very n�cely and mathemat�cally worked out,” sa�d
grandfather; “but �t can never br�ng happ�ness. And why not?
Because human�ty �s someth�ng more than a flock of sheep.”
“Grandfather �s qu�te r�ght,” cr�ed Agnes. And then she clasped Franz
round the neck, and hung upon h�m, and sa�d she never had the
least w�sh to be emanc�pated from h�m.
Under these c�rcumstances there was at once an end to all
reasonable argument.
But, after all, I w�sh to-morrow, w�th all �ts part�ngs, were well over.



CHAPTER IX.
THE GREAT MIGRATION.

In place of the cab wh�ch we had expected to fetch away grandfather
and the ch�ldren, a furn�ture-van pulled up before the house �n the
early morn�ng. An off�c�al who accompan�ed �t sa�d that we had no
occas�on to move out before the even�ng; h�s �nstruct�ons at present
were merely to fetch the furn�ture.
“Fetch the furn�ture?” sa�d my w�fe �n amazement. “I thought that
household goods were to rema�n pr�vate property.”
“Certa�nly, my good woman,” answered the man. “We are by no
means �nstructed to take all the th�ngs away. All that the Commun�ty
lays cla�m to �s what �s compr�sed �n th�s l�st.”
And he handed us the �nventory we had had to g�ve �n prev�ously,
and also showed us a copy of the Onward, w�th a bye-law of the
Government, wh�ch we had somehow, �n the ag�tat�on of the last few
days, qu�te overlooked.
My w�fe rema�ned l�ke one petr�f�ed, and �t was long before she could
somewhat recover herself. The off�c�al was meant�me very pat�ent
and c�v�l, and d�d all he could to reconc�le her to the necess�ty of the
step.
“My good lady,” he sa�d, “where �n the world are we otherw�se to get
such a quant�ty of furn�ture together as w�ll be requ�red for the many
State establ�shments for the educat�on of ch�ldren, the care of old
people, the nurs�ng of the s�ck, the prov�d�ng the people w�th meals,
and so on?”
“Then why not go to r�ch people,” my w�fe asked, “to people who
have great b�g mans�ons stuffed as full as they can hold w�th the
most beaut�ful furn�ture?”
“We do that as well,” he repl�ed, sm�rk�ngly. “In Zoolog�cal Gardens
St., V�ctor�a St., Regent St., and that d�str�ct there �s qu�te a
process�on of furn�ture-vans. All traff�c for other veh�cles than these



has been stopped for the present. No one �s to reta�n more than a
couple of beds, and as much other furn�ture as he can stow away �n
two or three good-s�zed rooms. But even then we have not a
suff�c�ency. Only just �mag�ne, we have here alone over 900,000
persons below the age of twenty-one who have to be housed �n
Ch�ldren’s Homes and �n schools. Then you have another 100,000
persons over s�xty-f�ve who have to be prov�ded for at the Refuges.
In add�t�on to all th�s, there are to be ten t�mes as many beds as
heretofore �n all the hosp�tals. Now tell me where are we to get all
these th�ngs from, and not steal. And tell me further, what would be
the good of all these beds, tables, and cab�nets to you when granny
yonder, the young gentleman here, and the l�ttle g�rl are no longer
�nmates of the house?”
My w�fe wanted, at least, to know what we should do when they all
came to v�s�t us.
“Well, you w�ll st�ll have s�x cha�rs left,” was the reply.
“Yes, but I mean when they stay overn�ght?” my w�fe asked.
“There w�ll be some d�ff�culty about that, as you w�ll f�nd very l�ttle
room at the new place!” he answered.
It now came out that my good w�fe had suffered her �mag�nat�on to
lead her �nto suppos�ng that at the new d�str�but�on of res�dences we
should, at the very least, rece�ve a neat l�ttle v�lla somewhere at the
West End, and be then able to furn�sh one or two spare rooms for
our fr�ends. I must say, though, that Paula never had any grounds for
lett�ng her �mag�nat�on take these lofty fl�ghts, �nasmuch as Bebel
always taught that domest�c affa�rs should be on as small and frugal
a scale as poss�ble.
Paula tr�ed to f�nd comfort �n the thought that grandfather and the
ch�ldren would at least sleep �n the�r own old beds at the�r new
places. She had fully meant, �n any case, to send the cosy easy-
cha�r to the Refuge for her father’s use.
But the off�c�al shook h�s head at th�s.
“That �s not qu�te what �s �ntended,” he sa�d. “The collected art�cles
w�ll be sorted out, and the best use cons�stent w�th f�tness and



harmony made of them. The furn�ture �n these places would be
somewhat of a motley character �f each �nmate were to br�ng h�s own
lumber w�th h�m.”
Th�s only served to cause renewed lamentat�ons. The easy-cha�r had
been our last b�rthday present to grandfather. It was as good as new,
and the old gentleman always found �t so comfortable and easy.
L�ttle Ann�e’s cot had been slept �n by all the ch�ldren, one after
another. It had been relegated to the lumber att�c, and brought down
aga�n, t�me after t�me, as occas�on requ�red. The large wardrobe,
wh�ch we subsequently gave up to grandfather, had been amongst
the very f�rst th�ngs we had bought when we got marr�ed, and th�s we
obta�ned by weekly payments. It took us no end of labour and
economy to get our few th�ngs together. The look�ng-glass was a
he�rloom from my father. He always used to shave h�mself before �t. I
remember knock�ng off that bottom corner as a boy, and gett�ng a
good thrash�ng for �t too. Thus, one way and another, a part of our
very l�fe’s h�story cl�ngs to every p�ece of furn�ture about the place.
And now all these th�ngs are to become mere broker’s gear, and to
be scattered for ever!
But our regrets were unava�l�ng, and we had to let them load the van
w�th our furn�ture. Towards even�ng another off�c�al came to fetch
away grandfather and the ch�ldren. But we were not perm�tted to
accompany them, the off�c�al say�ng w�th some asper�ty, that there
must be an end somewhere to all these part�ngs. And I cannot say
that the man was altogether �n the wrong. The fact �s, all th�s d�splay
of feel�ng �s not qu�te �n character w�th the v�ctor�es of reason of
modern t�mes. Now that the re�gn of un�versal brotherhood �s about
beg�nn�ng, and m�ll�ons stand locked �n a fond embrace, we must
str�ve to let our gaze wander far beyond the petty narrow l�m�ts of
past and vanqu�shed t�mes.
I tr�ed to po�nt th�s out to my w�fe when the others had all gone, and
Paula and I were left alone. But oh, dear! �t �s dreadfully qu�et and
desolate �n the half-empty rooms. We have never known qu�et l�ke
th�s s�nce the f�rst year of our marr�age.



“I wonder whether the ch�ldren and grandfather w�ll have good beds
to-n�ght!” my w�fe sa�d presently. “And whether they w�ll be able to
sleep. Poor l�ttle Ann�e, �ndeed, was nearly asleep when the man
came to fetch her. I wonder, too, whether her clothes have been
del�vered all r�ght, and whether they have put her long n�ght-gown
on, so that she won’t take cold. The ch�ld has such a way of k�ck�ng
the coverlet off �n her sleep. I had la�d her n�ght-dress qu�te on the
top of the other th�ngs, w�th a l�ttle note for the attendant.”
I fear we shall, ne�ther of us, be able to sleep a w�nk to-n�ght. It �s
only by degrees that one can get used to these th�ngs.



CHAPTER X.
THE NEW CURRENCY.

Trade �s very br�sk w�th the photographers. All persons between the
ages of twenty-one and s�xty-f�ve years, that �s to say, all those who
are not �nmates of State establ�shments, have rece�ved �nstruct�ons
to have the�r l�kenesses taken. Th�s step �s an essent�al part of the
Government plan for the �ntroduct�on of the new currency. The old
system of bank-notes and co�ns �s to be abol�shed, and so-called
money cert�f�cates �ssued �nstead.
In a lead�ng art�cle on th�s �nnovat�on, the Onward very truly remarks
that the M�n�ster of Exchange has d�splayed much sagac�ty and
prudence �n solv�ng the problem of procur�ng a means of exchange
wh�ch shall fulf�l all the leg�t�mate dut�es of such a med�um, and at
the same t�me not allow of the resusc�tat�on of a cap�tal�st class.
Unl�ke gold and s�lver, the new currency possesses no �ntr�ns�c
value, but �t cons�sts s�mply of orders or cheques drawn on the State
as the sole possessor of all art�cles of sale.
Every labourer �n the serv�ce of the State rece�ves once a fortn�ght a
ser�es of money cert�f�cates �n the form of a coupon booklet. The
name of each holder �s pr�nted on the cover, and w�th a v�ew to
prevent�ng the use of the coupons by other persons, �t �s enacted
that the photograph of every �nd�v�dual holder be attached to h�s
book of coupons. It �s ev�dent that the Government orders regulat�ng
the hours of labour for all persons al�ke, and prescr�b�ng for all
persons the same scale of remunerat�on, w�ll prevent the return of
soc�al �nequal�t�es consequent upon the gradat�ons of faculty
possessed by d�fferent people, and the use made of these facult�es.
But, �n add�t�on to th�s, care must be taken to prevent, through
�nequal�t�es �n the scale of consumpt�on, all accumulat�ons of value �n
the hands of such persons as are of a thr�fty turn, or whose
requ�rements are small. Th�s was a self-ev�dent danger, and, �f
d�sregarded, would �n due t�me have the effect of produc�ng a
cap�tal�st class, wh�ch would, by degrees, br�ng �nto subject�on those



less thr�fty persons who were �n the hab�t of consum�ng all the�r
�ncome.
To obv�ate the m�sappropr�at�on and m�suse of money cert�f�cates, �t
�s expressly understood that coupons are not, under any
c�rcumstances, to be detached by the holders, but that they only then
have the�r representat�ve value when detached by the State vendors
or other s�m�lar off�c�als appo�nted for th�s purpose.
All payments are to be made on the spot �n coupons. Thus, for
�nstance, �t �s the bus�ness of the hall porter, stat�oned �n each house,
to detach da�ly a dwell�ng’s coupon from the booklet of each person
res�dent �n the house.
The new d�str�but�on of dwell�ngs �s to take place �mmed�ately before
the open�ng of the State cookshops, an arrangement by wh�ch the
further necess�ty for pr�vate k�tchens w�ll be obv�ated. When these
are opened, the equ�valent for a d�nner w�ll be detached by the
Government off�c�al �n the shape of a d�nner coupon; that for the
allowance of bread (one pound and a half da�ly, per head), �n the
shape of a bread coupon, and so on. The several coupons �n the
booklets represent, of course, d�fferent values, very cons�derable
lat�tude be�ng left to the taste of each holder as to how he l�kes to
employ h�s coupons. All purchases are to be made at the State
magaz�nes and shops, and care �s to be taken that the vendors �n
every case detach none but coupons of exactly the r�ght value.
As each coupon bears the same number as the outs�de cover, and
every holder �s entered �n the Government reg�stry, �t �s an easy
matter at any t�me to learn from the collected coupons the way �n
wh�ch each person has expended h�s �ncome. The Government �s
thus, at any moment, �n a pos�t�on to observe whether persons
spend the�r �ncome on dress, or on eat�ng and dr�nk�ng, or how they
spend �t; and knowledge of th�s k�nd must mater�ally lessen the
d�ff�culty of regulat�ng product�on and consumpt�on.
Every purchaser has the fullest l�berty e�ther to apply to h�s own use
such wares as he has obta�ned �n exchange for coupons, or to res�gn
them to the use of other persons. Nay, he may even bequeath th�ngs
to others. The calumny that has often been hurled at Soc�al�sm, that



�t a�ms at the d�st�nct�on of all pr�vate property, �s thus, as the Onward
po�ntedly shows, fully refuted, and refuted �n a manner that ought to
make the enem�es and calumn�ators of Soc�al�sm blush w�th shame.
Soc�al�sm never w�shed for more than to see such bounds set to
�nd�v�dual capr�ce as should prevent the format�on of pr�vate cap�tal,
and of a system of plunder�ng.
Those persons who, at the exp�rat�on of the fortn�ght, have not used
up all the�r coupons, get the remnant entered to the�r cred�t �n the
new booklet. But, of course, even here �t �s necessary to draw the
l�ne somewhere, and to concert measures to prevent these
success�ve remnants heap�ng themselves up to actual cap�tal. A sum
of s�xty marks �s regarded as be�ng more than suff�c�ent to enable �ts
possessor to �ndulge h�mself �n the grat�f�cat�on of all reasonable
des�res. Any more cons�derable sav�ngs than s�xty marks are
forfe�ted to the State.



CHAPTER XI.
THE NEW DWELLINGS.

The un�versal dwell�ng-house lottery has taken place, and we are
now �n possess�on of our new home; but I cannot exactly say that we
have bettered our pos�t�on. We used to l�ve S.W., at the front of the
house, on the th�rd storey. Oddly enough, a dwell�ng has fallen to our
lot on the very same prem�ses, only �t happens to be at the back of
the house, and qu�te �n the back-yard, �n fact. It �s l�kew�se on the
th�rd storey. My w�fe’s d�sappo�ntment �s cons�derable. She had g�ven
up all thought of a small v�lla, but she st�ll clung to the hope of gett�ng
a neat su�te of rooms on an elegant flat.
I have always been rather cho�ce �n the matter of hav�ng a n�ce
home. H�therto we have had two good-s�zed rooms, two smaller
ones, and the k�tchen, for our fam�ly of s�x persons. True, the two
smaller chambers �n wh�ch grandfather and the ch�ldren used to
sleep can now be d�spensed w�th, and the k�tchen �s now no longer a
necessary part of a dwell�ng, �nasmuch as the State cookshops are
on the eve of be�ng opened. But I had none the less ventured to
hope that at least two or three neat and pretty rooms would fall to our
share; but �nstead of th�s, we have got only a small room w�th one
w�ndow, and a l�ttle poky garret s�m�lar to those �n wh�ch servants
used to sleep. The rooms are, too, somewhat darker and lower than
our old ones. Th�s �s the whole extent of the accommodat�on.
Not that I would by any means convey that there has been the least
unfa�rness. Our mun�c�pal body �s qu�te stra�ghtforward, and none but
rogues can g�ve more than they are possessed of. It was set forth
only yesterday, at a meet�ng of the Counc�l, that our c�ty has only one
m�ll�on rooms for �ts two m�ll�ons of �nhab�tants. But the demand for
space for var�ous publ�c and benevolent purposes has, �n the
soc�al�st�c Commun�ty, �mmensely �ncreased, and the space h�therto
employed for such purposes only suff�ces to cover a small fract�on of
the present requ�rements. In the f�rst place, room had to be found, �n
schools and var�ous houses of ma�ntenance, for a m�ll�on of people,



young and old. Furthermore, accommodat�on has been prov�ded �n
hosp�tals for 80,000 people.
But �t �s clear that such publ�c �nterests must take precedence of
pr�vate ones. Hence �t �s only natural and r�ght that the best and
largest houses, more part�cularly at the West End, have been
appropr�ated to these purposes. In the �nner c�ty, shops and
magaz�nes are crowded together, and many of the basements of
these are f�tted up as State cookshops for the m�ll�on �nhab�tants who
are not cons�gned to publ�c �nst�tut�ons. Back-yard prem�ses �n
su�table s�tuat�ons are be�ng adapted as central wash-houses for th�s
m�ll�on. It w�ll thus be seen that the sett�ng apart of so much separate
space for separate purposes has had the effect of mater�ally
curta�l�ng the accommodat�on for pr�vate dwell�ngs.
At the commencement of the new reg�me �t was found, as already
stated, that �n round numbers one m�ll�on rooms were at the d�sposal
of the author�t�es. Of these, after deduct�ng the requ�rements of the
var�ous publ�c �nst�tut�ons, some 600,000 more or less small�sh
rooms rema�n, to wh�ch, however, must be added several hundred
thousand k�tchens (now become superfluous), att�cs, and garrets. As
there are one m�ll�on persons to prov�de for, �t �s at once seen that
the space allotted �s about one room per head; and �n order to
observe the utmost �mpart�al�ty �n the d�sposal of these rooms, they
were ass�gned by lottery, each person from the age of twenty-one to
s�xty-f�ve years, �rrespect�ve of gender, rece�v�ng a lottery t�cket. And,
�ndeed, th�s system of raffl�ng �s an excellent means of regulat�ng the
pr�nc�ple of equal�ty wherever the essent�al features are
d�sproport�onate. The soc�al democrats �n Berl�n, even under the old
reg�me, had �ntroduced th�s system of raffl�ng for seats at the
theatres.
Upon the complet�on of th�s cast�ng lots for res�dences, exchanges of
the rooms that had fallen to the var�ous t�cket-holders were
perm�ss�ble. Those persons who des�red to rema�n together, such as
marr�ed couples, for �nstance, but who had got the�r quarters �n
d�fferent streets, houses, or storeys, were allowed to exchange as
best they could. For my part, I had to put up w�th a t�ny room, a mere
cupboard of a place, adjo�n�ng the room wh�ch had fallen to my w�fe’s



lot, and, �n order to get th�s cupboard, I had to g�ve up my n�ce room
�n a ne�ghbour�ng house to a young man to whom the cupboard had
fallen; but the ma�n th�ng, after all, �s that we do not get separated.
Not that all marr�ed couples have, by any means, yet been
successful �n obta�n�ng a sat�sfactory exchange of rooms. There may
be even some who do not take any part�cular pa�ns to secure th�s
end. Marr�age �s a pr�vate affa�r; and, therefore, off�c�ally, there can
be no lotter�es of larger dwell�ngs for marr�ed people, and of smaller
ones for those who are s�ngle. Were such the case, then, the
term�nat�on of a marr�age contract, for �nstance (wh�ch ought to be
atta�nable at any moment), m�ght have to be put off unt�l s�ngle
rooms for the �nd�v�duals concerned were procurable. As �t now �s,
each compound dwell�ng formed by the two halves to a marr�age
contract can, at a moment’s not�ce, on the term�nat�on of the
contract, be resolved �nto �ts or�g�nal halves. All you have to do �s to
make a d�v�s�on of the furn�ture, and the th�ng �s settled.
Thus we see that everyth�ng �n the new Commun�ty has been settled
�n a log�cal and sagac�ous manner. All the arrangements guarantee
full personal l�berty to every man and every woman; and how
hum�l�ated must those feel who used to ma�nta�n that Soc�al�sm
meant the subjugat�on of the �nd�v�dual w�ll.
Not that cons�derat�ons of the above k�nd are personally of any
moment to my better half and me; whether happ�ness or sorrow
comes we shall st�ck together to the end of l�fe’s journey.
On our removal here we had, unfortunately, to leave a number of our
th�ngs beh�nd us. The new quarters were too small to stow away
even the remnant that had been left to us after the day of the
furn�ture-vans. As a matter of course, we have stuffed our l�ttle place
as full as �t w�ll hold, so that we can scarcely move about. But the
fact �s, th�s old servant’s closet of m�ne �s so wretchedly small that �t
�s prec�ous l�ttle that I can get �nto �t. It has fared no better w�th
numerous persons. At the general removal vast numbers of th�ngs
were left stand�ng �n the streets, for the s�mple reason that the�r
owners could f�nd no room for them �n the�r new dwell�ngs. These



th�ngs were collected and carted away �n order to augment as far as
poss�ble the st�ll sparse outf�t of the numerous publ�c �nst�tut�ons.
However, we do not allow th�s to d�stress us �n the least. The
problem �s to supersede the old-fash�oned system of l�m�ted and
meagre pr�vate ex�stences, and to organ�se, �n the new soc�ety, the
l�fe of the general publ�c on such a vast and grand scale that all
those bod�ly and mental good th�ngs, wh�ch were once only enjoyed
by a favoured class, shall now be w�th�n the reach of everybody. The
open�ng of the State cookshops to-morrow �s to be followed by the
open�ng of the new popular theatres.



CHAPTER XII.
THE NEW STATE COOKSHOPS.

It was, �ndeed, a wonderful ach�evement that to-day, �n Berl�n, one
thousand State cookshops, each one capable of accommodat�ng
1,000 persons, should have been opened at one stroke. True, those
persons who had �mag�ned that �t would be l�ke the table d’hôte of
the great hotels of the past days, where a pampered upper class
cont�nually revelled �n every ref�nement of cul�nary art—such
persons, I say, must feel some l�ttle d�sappo�ntment. As a matter of
course, we have here l�kew�se no tr�m, swallow-ta�led wa�ters, no
b�lls of fare a yard long, and no such paraphernal�a.
In the State cookshops everyth�ng, even to the smallest deta�ls, has
been ant�c�pated and settled beforehand. No one person obta�ns the
smallest preference over others. The p�ck�ng and choos�ng amongst
the var�ous State cookshops cannot, of course, be tolerated. Each
person has the r�ght to d�ne at the cookshop of the d�str�ct �n wh�ch
h�s dwell�ng �s s�tuated. The ch�ef meal of the day �s taken between
12 o’clock and 6 �n the even�ng. Everyone has to report h�mself at
the cookshop of h�s d�str�ct, e�ther dur�ng the m�d-day rest or at the
close of the day.
I am sorry to say that I can now no longer take my meals w�th my
w�fe except on Sundays, as I have been accustomed to do for the
last twenty-f�ve years, �nasmuch as our hours of labour are now
ent�rely d�fferent.
Upon enter�ng the d�n�ng-room an off�c�al detaches the d�nner
coupon from your book of money cert�f�cates, and hands you a
number wh�ch �nd�cates your turn. In the course of t�me others get up
and go away, and your turn comes, and you fetch your plate of
v�ctuals from the serv�ng tables. The str�ctest order �s ma�nta�ned by
a strong body of pol�ce present. The pol�ce to-day—the�r number has
now been augmented here to 12,000—rather gave themselves a�rs
of �mportance �n the State cookshops, but the fact �s, the crowd was



a very b�g one. It seems to me that Berl�n proves �tself to be on too
small a scale for the vast undertak�ngs of Soc�al�sm.
As each one takes h�s place just as he comes from h�s work the
groups somet�mes have a somewhat motley appearance. Oppos�te
to me to-day sat a m�ller, and h�s ne�ghbour was a sweep. The
sweep laughed at th�s more heart�ly than the m�ller. The room at the
tables �s very cramped, and the elbows at each s�de h�nder one
much. However, �t �s not for long, the m�nutes allowed for eat�ng
be�ng very st�ng�ly measured. At the exp�rat�on of the meagrely
apport�oned m�nutes—and a pol�ceman w�th a watch �n h�s hand
stands at the head of each table to see that t�me �s str�ctly kept—you
are remorselessly requ�red to make room for the next.
It �s an �nsp�r�ng thought to reflect that �n every State cookshop �n
Berl�n on one and the same day exactly the same d�shes are served.
As each establ�shment knows how many v�s�tors �t has to count
upon, and as these v�s�tors are saved all the embarrassment of
hav�ng to choose from a lengthy b�ll of fare, �t �s clear that no t�me �s
lost; wh�lst there �s also none of that waste and loss consequent
upon a lot of stuff be�ng left, wh�ch c�rcumstance used so much to
enhance the pr�ce of d�n�ng at the restaurants of the upper classes.
Indeed, th�s sav�ng may well be reckoned amongst the most s�gnal
tr�umphs of the soc�al�st�c organ�sat�on.
From what a ne�ghbour of ours, who �s a cook, tells us, �t had
or�g�nally been �ntended to serve up var�ous d�shes on the same day.
It soon appeared, however, that there would be a man�fest want of
equal�ty �n such an arrangement; �nasmuch as those persons who,
from any reason, were prevented from com�ng �n good t�me would
not have the chance of d�n�ng off such d�shes as were “off,” but
would have to take whatever was left.
All the port�ons served out are of the same s�ze. One �nsat�able
fellow to-day who asked for more was r�ghtly served by be�ng heart�ly
laughed at; for what more deadly blow could be levelled at one of the
fundamental pr�nc�ples of equal�ty? For the same reason the
suggest�on to serve out smaller port�ons to women was at once
�nd�gnantly rejected. B�g, bulky men have to put up w�th the same



s�zed port�ons, and to do as best they can. But, then, for such
amongst them who, �n the�r former easy c�rcumstances, used to stuff
themselves, th�s draw�ng �n of the�r belt �s qu�te a good and
wholesome th�ng. For the rest people can br�ng w�th them from the�r
homes as much bread as they l�ke, and eat �t w�th the�r meals.
Furthermore, any persons who f�nd the�r port�ons larger than they
care for are not proh�b�ted from g�v�ng a part to the�r ne�ghbours.
Accord�ng to what our ne�ghbour the cook says, �t appears that the
M�n�stry of Publ�c Nour�shment has grounded �ts b�ll of fare on the
exper�ence gathered by sc�ent�f�c research as to the number of
gra�ns of n�trogenous matter and of hydro-carbonaceous matter that
�t �s necessary to �ntroduce �nto the body �n order to keep the same
�ntact. Each person’s da�ly port�on �s about one-th�rd of a pound of
meat, w�th e�ther r�ce, groats, or some vegetable or other, to wh�ch �s
generally added a plent�ful supply of potatoes. On Thursdays we get
sauerkraut and peas. Posters announce what �s to be cooked on
each day, and these posters g�ve you the b�ll of fare for the whole
week, just as they used to announce the plays at the theatres for the
ent�re week.
Where, I should l�ke to know, �n the whole world, has there ever been
a people every �nd�v�dual of wh�ch was assured, day by day, of h�s
port�on of flesh-meat, as �s now the case w�th us? Even a k�ng of
France, rum�nat�ng once on such matters, could form to h�mself no
h�gher �deal than that on Sundays every peasant should have h�s
fowl �n the stew-pan. Then, too, we must remember that outs�de the
system of nour�shment prov�ded by the State �t �s left to the taste of
everybody to treat h�mself to whatever he fanc�es both �n the
morn�ng and even�ng—that �s to say, prov�ded �t be w�th�n the bounds
of the money cert�f�cate.
No more poor, starv�ng, wretched, homeless creatures! For every
man, as the day comes round, h�s port�on of beef! The thought of
hav�ng atta�ned such ends as these �s so �nsp�r�ng that one can
read�ly pardon any tr�fl�ng �nconven�ences wh�ch the new system has
brought w�th �t. True, the port�ons of meat would be none the worse
for be�ng a l�ttle larger, but then our c�rcumspect Government
adopted the w�se plan of not deal�ng out, at the commencement,



more meat than had prev�ously on an average been consumed here.
Later on these th�ngs w�ll all be d�fferent, and �n process of t�me,
when the new arrangements shall have more and more approached
complet�on, and the per�od of trans�t�on �s past, we shall have
everyth�ng on a vaster and more magn�f�cent scale.
But there �s one th�ng wh�ch h�nders my p�n�ons tak�ng the lofty fl�ght
they otherw�se would, and that �s the concern wh�ch my good w�fe
shows. She �s become very nervous, and her state gets worse day
by day. Dur�ng all the twenty-f�ve years of our marr�ed l�fe we have
never had so many pa�nful scenes and explanat�ons as s�nce the
beg�nn�ng of the new era. The State cookshops, too, are not a b�t to
her taste. The food, she says, �s barracks’ rat�ons, and a poor
subst�tute for the wholesome fare people used to have at the�r own
homes. She compla�ns of the meat be�ng done too much, of the
broth be�ng watery, and so on. She says, too, that she at once loses
all appet�te by know�ng beforehand what she has to eat dur�ng a
whole week. And yet how often she had compla�ned to me that, w�th
the h�gh pr�ces of th�ngs, she was at her w�ts’ end to know what to
cook. Formerly she was rejo�ced, when we now and then took a
day’s excurs�on, to th�nk she was released for that day from the
bother of cook�ng anyth�ng. Well, th�s �s the way w�th women, and
they always have someth�ng to say aga�nst whatever they have not
had a hand �n cook�ng. My hope �s, however, as soon as my w�fe
shall have pa�d v�s�ts to the ch�ldren and her father at the Benevolent
Inst�tut�ons, and have found them hearty and contented, that that
equan�m�ty w�ll be restored to her wh�ch �n old t�mes never deserted
her even �n our severest tr�als.



CHAPTER XIII.
A VEXING INCIDENT.

Our Chancellor �s not made so much of as he used to be. I am sorry
to see th�s, because �t �s �mposs�ble to f�nd anywhere a more
capable, energet�c, and act�ve State leader, or a more thorough and
cons�stent Soc�al�st. But, then, �t �s not everybody who �s as unb�ased
as I am. There are a great many people who don’t qu�te care for the
new order of th�ngs, or who are somewhat d�sappo�nted �n the�r
expectat�ons; and all these persons lay the blame on the Chancellor.
Th�s �s espec�ally the case w�th women s�nce the un�versal removals
and the �ntroduct�on of the State cookshops. There �s even talk of a
party of re-act�on be�ng formed amongst women, but I am thankful to
say my w�fe �s not of th�s number, and I hope to goodness that Agnes
�s not.
The report has been ass�duously c�rculated aga�nst the Chancellor
that he �s at heart an ar�stocrat. It �s even sa�d that he does not clean
h�s boots h�mself, that he suffers a servant to brush and clean h�s
clothes, that he sends someone from the Treasury to fetch h�s meals
from the State cookshop of h�s d�str�ct, �nstead of go�ng there
h�mself. Such th�ngs would, �ndeed, be grave offences aga�nst the
pr�nc�ple of equal�ty; but �t �s a quest�on, after all, whether the
charges are true.
Anyhow, th�s d�ssat�sfact�on wh�ch has clearly been nour�shed by the
Younkers, a party composed ma�nly of fl�ghty youths for whom
noth�ng �s good enough, has just culm�nated �n an outburst of publ�c
feel�ng wh�ch was man�fested �n a very blameworthy and ugly sp�r�t.
The unve�l�ng of the new allegor�cal monument �n commemorat�on of
the great deeds of the Par�s Commune of 1871, took place yesterday
�n the square, wh�ch was formerly Palace Square. S�nce then the
square has been cont�nually beset by crowds anx�ous to v�ew th�s
magn�f�cent monument. Return�ng from a carr�age-dr�ve, the
Chancellor had to pass the square. He had almost reached the
entrance to the Treasury, when all at once, from the ne�ghbourhood



of the Arsenal, h�ss�ng, shouts, and general tumult ensued. In all
probab�l�ty the mounted pol�ce (wh�ch �s now re-�nstated), had shown
rather too great zeal �n procur�ng a passage for the Chancellor’s
carr�age. The tumult �ncreased �n fury, and there were cr�es: “Down
w�th the ar�stocrat; down w�th the proud upstart; p�tch the carr�age
�nto the canal!” The crowd ev�dently felt greatly �rr�tated at the now
rare spectacle of a pr�vate carr�age.
The Chancellor, w�th �ll-concealed anger, nevertheless bowed
courteously �n all d�rect�ons, and gave orders to dr�ve on slowly. All at
once, however, he was saluted by a lot of mud and d�rt wh�ch
emanated seem�ngly from a group of women, and I saw h�m free
h�mself, as far as poss�ble, from th�s d�rt, and not�ced, too, that he
forbade the pol�ce to attack the women w�th the�r truncheons.
Scenes such as th�s, and wh�ch are totally unworthy of Soc�al�sm,
certa�nly ought not to occur. And I have been glad to hear to-day,
from var�ous quarters, that �t �s �ntended to prepare great ovat�ons for
the Chancellor.



CHAPTER XIV.
A MINISTERIAL CRISIS.

The Chancellor has tendered h�s res�gnat�on. All well-�ntent�oned
persons must s�ncerely regret th�s step, espec�ally after yesterday’s
event. But the Chancellor �s sa�d to be �n an overwrought and
nervous state. And, �ndeed, th�s can scarcely be wondered at, for he
has had a hundred t�mes more thought and work than any chancellor
under the old system had. The �ngrat�tude of the mob has deeply
wounded h�m, and the �nc�dent of yesterday was just the last drop
wh�ch has made the cup run over.
It has come out, however, that the boot clean�ng quest�on was really
at the bottom of the m�n�ster�al cr�s�s. It �s now known that the
Chancellor some l�ttle t�me back handed over to the Cab�net an
elaborate memorandum, wh�ch memorandum, however, the other
m�n�sters always contr�ved to pers�stently shelve. The Chancellor
�ns�sts now on attent�on be�ng pa�d to h�s memorandum, and he has
had �t �nserted �n the Onward. He demands that class d�fferences be
�nst�tuted, and says that for h�s part he cannot poss�bly d�spense w�th
the serv�ces of others. The max�mum e�ght hours’ day s�mply cannot
and does not ex�st for a chancellor, nor could otherw�se ex�st than by
hav�ng three chancellors to govern �n sh�fts of e�ght hours each of the
twenty-four. He urges that he, as Chancellor, lost a lot of valuable
t�me each morn�ng over clean�ng h�s boots, brush�ng h�s clothes,
t�dy�ng up h�s room, fetch�ng h�s breakfast, and s�m�lar off�ces; and
that, as a consequence, matters of grave State �mport, wh�ch he
alone was �n a pos�t�on to attend to, were subjected to vex�ng delay.
He had no other cho�ce, he says, than e�ther to appear occas�onally
before the ambassadors of fr�endly powers m�nus a button or two on
h�s coat, or to, h�mself, (the Chancellor, as �s well known, �s not
marr�ed,) do such small repa�rs as were too press�ngly urgent, or too
tr�fl�ng, to be sent to the great State repa�r�ng shops. He argues
further that by hav�ng a servant to perform such l�ttle off�ces much
valuable t�me would have been saved to the publ�c. Then aga�n the



hav�ng to take h�s meals at the one appo�nted State cookshop was
very �rksome, by reason of the crowd of suppl�ants who da�ly
organ�sed a hunt after h�m. As for h�s carr�age-dr�ves, he never took
them except when, from the l�m�ted t�me at h�s d�sposal, �t was
otherw�se qu�te �mposs�ble to obta�n a mouthful of fresh a�r.
All th�s sounds, of course, very plaus�ble, but there �s no deny�ng that
a propos�t�on of th�s k�nd �s d�ametr�cally opposed to the pr�nc�ple of
soc�al equal�ty, and that �t would only too strongly tend to �ntroduce
the system of household slavery once more. That wh�ch �s
demanded by the Chancellor for h�mself others m�ght w�th equal r�ght
demand, and we should soon have h�s colleagues �n the Cab�net,
and others, such, for �nstance, as heads of Government
departments, d�rectors of the numerous State �nst�tut�ons, mayors of
towns, etc. etc., mak�ng the same pretens�ons. On the other hand,
however, �t certa�nly does seem a p�ty that the whole vast mach�nery
of the State, upon whose smooth work�ng such m�ghty �ssues
depend, should now and then come to a stop because the
Chancellor has to sew a button on, or to pol�sh h�s boots before he
can rece�ve someone �n aud�ence.
Th�s �s a quest�on of greater moment than �s apparent to everyone at
f�rst s�ght. But that such an excellent Chancellor, and such a
cons�stent Soc�al�st should �n the course of h�s career be tr�pped up
by a stumbl�ng-block of th�s k�nd cannot be too much regretted.



CHAPTER XV.
EMIGRATION.

The m�n�ster�al cr�s�s called forth by the boot-pol�sh�ng quest�on �s not
yet over. Meant�me, a decree has been �ssued aga�nst all em�grat�on
w�thout the perm�ss�on of the author�t�es. Soc�al�sm �s founded upon
the pr�nc�ple that �t �s the duty of all persons al�ke to labour, just as
under the old reg�me the duty to become a sold�er was a un�versally
recogn�sed one. And just as �n the old days young men who were
r�pe for m�l�tary serv�ce were never allowed to em�grate w�thout
author�ty, so can our Government s�m�larly not perm�t the em�grat�on
from our shores of such persons as are of the r�ght age to labour.
Old persons who are beyond work, and �nfants, are at l�berty to go
away, but the r�ght to em�grate cannot be conceded to robust people
who are under obl�gat�ons to the State for the�r educat�on and
culture, so long as they are of work�ng age.
At the beg�nn�ng of the new order of th�ngs scarcely any other
persons than gentlemen of pr�vate means, w�th the�r fam�l�es,
showed any des�re to get across the borders. True, the work�ng
powers of these people had been or�g�nally taken account of as a
factor �n the general sum; but �t soon turned out that the labour done
by such persons as had never been accustomed to harder work than
cutt�ng off coupons, or s�gn�ng rece�pts, was of such l�ttle value that
further ass�stance from these quarters could well be d�spensed w�th.
These people were hence qu�te at l�berty to go. The ma�n th�ng was
to take care that they d�d not take money or money’s worth w�th them
over the front�er. Then aga�n, the em�grat�on of nearly all the
pa�nters, sculptors, and authors was a th�ng that could be v�ewed
w�th the most perfect equan�m�ty. The new system of work�ng on a
grand scale, and more or less on one and the same pattern, was not
at all to the taste of these gentlemen. They ra�sed object�ons to
work�ng w�th others �n the great State workshops, for the good of the
State �n general, and to be�ng subjected to the superv�s�on of
off�c�als. Let all such malcontents go! We shall have no lack of poets,



who, �n the�r le�sure hours, w�ll gladly s�ng the pra�ses of Soc�al�sm. It
had been �nt�mated to art�sts and sculptors that they would no longer
be able to lay the�r works of art at the feet of �nsolent wealthy
upstarts, but would have �n future to ded�cate them to the nat�on at
large. And that does not at all su�t these servants of Mammon.
There �s, however, one unpleasant fact �n connect�on w�th the
em�grat�on of all the sculptors, and that �s, that the proposed erect�on
of statues to many of the departed heroes of our cause seems to be
delayed �ndef�n�tely. Not even the statues of those memorable
p�oneers Stadthagen and L�ebknecht are completed. On the other
hand, the clearance of the salons of the bourgeo�s�e has placed a
vast amount of sculpture at our d�sposal for the decorat�on of our
meet�ng-halls and the l�ke.
A word as to authors. These gentlemen who cr�t�c�se everyth�ng, and
whose very bus�ness �t �s to spread d�scontent amongst the people,
may, �n fact, read�ly be d�spensed w�th �n a State where the w�ll of the
masses �s law. Long ago L�ebknecht used those memorable words:
“He who does not bend to the w�ll of the major�ty, he who
underm�nes d�sc�pl�ne must be bundled out.”
If all such gentlemen go of the�r own accord so much the better.
If th�s had been all, no proh�b�t�on of em�grat�on had ever been
needed. But the �ncomprehens�ble part of the bus�ness �s that �t was
observed that useful people, and people who had really learnt
someth�ng, went away �n ever-�ncreas�ng numbers to Sw�tzerland, to
England, to Amer�ca, �n wh�ch countr�es Soc�al�sm has not
succeeded �n gett�ng �tself establ�shed. Arch�tects, eng�neers,
chem�sts, doctors, teachers, managers of works and m�lls, and all
k�nds of sk�lled workmen, em�grated �n shoals. The ma�n cause of
th�s would appear to be a certa�n exaltat�on of m�nd wh�ch �s greatly
to be regretted. These people �mag�ne themselves to be someth�ng
better, and they cannot bear the thought of gett�ng only the same
guerdon as the s�mple honest day labourer. Bebel very truly sa�d:
“Whatever the �nd�v�dual man may be, the Commun�ty has made h�m
what he �s. Ideas are the product of the Ze�tge�st �n the m�nds of
�nd�v�duals.”



Unfortunately the Ze�tge�st under the old system long went
wander�ng about, lost �n the mazes of error. Hence all these mad
not�ons about the super�or�ty of one man over another.
As soon as our young people shall have rece�ved proper tra�n�ng �n
our soc�al�st�c �nst�tut�ons, and shall have become penetrated w�th
the noble amb�t�on to devote all the�r energ�es to the serv�ce of the
Commun�ty, so soon shall we be well able to do w�thout all these
snobs and ar�stocrats. Unt�l such t�me, however, �t �s only r�ght and
fa�r that they should stay here w�th us.
Under these c�rcumstances the Government �s to be commended for
str�ngently carry�ng out �ts measures to prevent em�grat�on. In order
to do so all the more effectually, �t has been deemed exped�ent to
send strong bod�es of troops to the front�ers, and to the seaport
towns. The front�ers towards Sw�tzerland have rece�ved espec�al
attent�on from the author�t�es. It �s announced that the stand�ng army
w�ll be �ncreased by many battal�ons of �nfantry and squadrons of
cavalry. The front�er patrols have str�ct �nstruct�ons to
unceremon�ously shoot down all fug�t�ves.
Our Chancellor �s an energet�c man, and �t �s to be hoped he w�ll long
cont�nue at the head of affa�rs.



CHAPTER XVI.
RETIREMENT OF THE CHANCELLOR.

My ardent w�sh has not been fulf�lled. The Chancellor’s res�gnat�on
has been accepted, and the Pres�dent of the Chamber has been
nom�nated as h�s successor. It seems the Cab�net was not able to
come to a unan�mous determ�nat�on to accept the respons�b�l�ty of
allow�ng the Chancellor to engage a few servants for h�s pr�vate
conven�ence. The ch�ef ground for th�s was, that such an �nfract�on of
the pr�nc�ple of soc�al equal�ty would lead to altogether �ncalculable
consequences. Hence the necess�ty for the reconstruct�on of the
Cab�net. Let us bear �n m�nd the danger we should run of caus�ng
the whole soc�al�st�c ed�f�ce to come tumbl�ng about our ears �f only
one s�ngle essent�al key-stone were once tampered w�th. It was �n
reference to th�s very �dent�cal quest�on of boot-clean�ng that Bebel
once wrote: “No man �s degraded by work, not even when that work
cons�sts of clean�ng boots. Many a man of h�gh b�rth has had to f�nd
th�s out �n Amer�ca.”
The Government was strongly �ncl�ned to follow the method
proposed by Bebel for the solut�on of th�s d�ff�culty �n pract�cal l�fe, by
turn�ng �ncreased attent�on to the quest�on of gett�ng clothes brushed
and boots cleaned by means of mach�nery. But the prospect of
hav�ng to wa�t for su�table mach�nery to do all such off�ces for h�m d�d
not seem at all to the Chancellor’s taste, so he has ret�red from
off�ce.
H�s successor �s stated to be of a more conc�l�atory, but less
energet�c, character; a man who �s determ�ned not to be obnox�ous
�n any quarter, but to make matters pleasant all round.
W�th somewhat too much ostentat�on, the new Chancellor appeared
to-day at the State cookshop of h�s d�str�ct, duly tak�ng h�s place �n
the long row, and d�n�ng when �t came to h�s turn. Afterwards he was
to be seen, Unter den L�nden, w�th a large bundle of old clothes
under h�s arm, wh�ch he was tak�ng to the d�str�ct repa�r�ng-shop to
have cleaned and repa�red.



CHAPTER XVII.
IN AND ABOUT THE WORKSHOPS.

I am very glad that I have now rece�ved the appo�ntment as checker
wh�ch my fr�end �n off�ce prom�sed me some t�me ago. I shall no
longer have to be employed �n the workshop. I only w�sh Franz had
the same good luck, and could get away from h�s compos�tor’s desk.
Not for one moment that we are above our trades, but I know that
Franz feels exactly as I do, and the style �n wh�ch work �s now done
�n all workshops does not su�t Franz and me a b�t. One does not
work merely for the sake of a b�t of bread, and noth�ng more. Sch�ller
was one of the bourgeo�s, but notw�thstand�ng th�s, I always l�ked
those l�nes of h�s:

“’T�s th�s �ndeed mank�nd doth grace,
(And hence the g�ft to understand,)

F�rst �n h�s �nward self to trace
All that he fash�ons w�th h�s hand.”

Unfortunately, our mates �n the workshops nowadays are not
consc�ous of any such feel�ng. So far �s th�s from be�ng the case that
anybody would th�nk workshops are s�mply places to k�ll t�me �n, and
noth�ng more. The un�versal watchword �s:

“Don’t push on too fast,
Lest the laggards be last.”

P�ece-work and work�ng �n gangs have ceased. Th�s �s only natural,
as such styles of work�ng could never be brought �nto harmony w�th
the �deas of equal�ty of wages and of work�ng hours. But what Franz
does not qu�te l�ke, as he wr�tes me, �s the way they have now of
sp�nn�ng the work out so. In sp�te of sure and regular wages, they
say:
“If the job �s not f�n�shed to-day �t w�ll be f�n�shed to-morrow.”



D�l�gence and zeal are looked upon as stup�d�ty and pervers�ty. And
�ndeed why should one be �ndustr�ous? The most d�l�gent comes off
no better than the laz�est. No one �s any longer, so wr�tes Franz, the
forger of the l�nks of h�s own happ�ness, but others forge the l�nks
wh�ch shall fetter you just as �t pleases them.
Th�s �s the stra�n �n wh�ch Franz wr�tes, and th�s t�me he �s not so
much �n the wrong as he usually �s.
There �s no descr�b�ng the amount of damage done to mater�al and
tools through �nattent�on and carelessness. It would have dr�ven me
crazy �f, when I was a master, I had been plagued w�th such a crew
of workmen as I now have to work w�th. The other day �t got rather
too much for me, and, my pat�ence be�ng exhausted, I made a l�ttle
appeal to them �n these words:
“Colleagues, the Commun�ty expects every man to do h�s duty. We
have only e�ght hours’ work. You are all old Soc�al�sts, and you w�ll
remember the hope Bebel used to have that, when the new order of
th�ngs came, the pure moral atmosphere would st�mulate every man
to excel h�s ne�ghbour. Only just reflect, comrades, that we no longer
to�l for cap�tal�sts and plunderers, but for the Commun�ty. And
everyone of us gets back a part of whatever benef�t the Commun�ty
reaps as a whole.”
“F�ne preach�ng!” they sa�d mock�ngly. “It �s a p�ty we have no longer
occas�on for parsons. Bebel prom�sed us a four hours’ day, and not
an e�ght hours’ one. The Commun�ty �s a large affa�r. Shall I work
and slave for the 50 m�ll�ons wh�lst the other 49,999,999 take �t
easy? What could I buy myself w�th th�s one f�fty-m�ll�onth part of the
fru�t of my add�t�onal �ndustry, suppos�ng I were really to get �t back?”
And then they all sang �n chorus:

“Is our Commun�ty not to thy taste?
Get thee gone to another w�th all poss�ble haste.”

S�nce that, I have, of course, not sa�d another word. Franz has had
exper�ences s�m�lar to m�ne. The newspaper �n the�r off�ce �s hardly
ever ready for go�ng to press at the r�ght t�me, although they have



half as many compos�tors aga�n on �t as �n old t�mes. The longer the
n�ght the greater the quant�ty of beer wh�ch �s drunk dur�ng work, and
the greater the number of pr�nters’ errors.
Lately the foreman was unwell, and Franz had to take h�s place for a
day or two. Franz on one occas�on respectfully asked the others to
make a l�ttle less no�se, and upon th�s the whole body struck up the
“Marse�lla�se,” tak�ng care to espec�ally emphas�ze the words, “Down
w�th despot�sm.”
There are st�ll masters and foremen �n the workshops just as there
were formerly, only w�th th�s d�fference, that they are now chosen by
the workmen. When no longer acceptable to the workmen they are
deposed. Hence they have to take care to keep �n w�th the leaders �n
a shop, and w�th the major�ty. Those persons who, l�ke Franz and
myself, do not altogether go w�th the masses, are �n rather a bad f�x.
At one t�me they get badly treated by the masters, and at another by
the mates. And the worst of �t �s, you can no more get away from
such a workshop than a sold�er can escape from the company �n
wh�ch h�s dr�ll-sergeant �ll-treats h�m.
The late Chancellor foresaw all th�s well enough, but he was unable
to alter �t. The l�st of penalt�es enacted under h�s leadersh�p aga�nst
all �nfract�ons of the duty of labour �s to be seen �n all workshops
where �t has not yet been torn down. In th�s l�st penalt�es are
threatened aga�nst �dleness, �nattent�on, d�sobed�ence, carelessness,
�mpert�nence to super�ors, and a host of offences. These penalt�es
cons�st of the w�thdrawal of the money-cert�f�cate, the reduct�on of
the meat rat�ons, the depr�vat�on of the ent�re m�d-day meal, and
even of �ncarcerat�on. But where there �s none to br�ng a charge
there �s no need of a judge.
D�rectors and managers are chosen just �n the same way as masters
and foremen, and they have to look to �t that they do not ruffle those
who elect them.
In those rare cases where denunc�at�ons do take place, the jud�c�al
proceed�ngs are ted�ous, and full of deta�l. Recently, however, a
number of bu�lders got denounced by passers-by, who had the�r
pat�ence t�red out by the lengthy �ntervals of rest taken, and by the



careful scrut�ny appl�ed to every �nd�v�dual br�ck. On another
occas�on, the �nmates of an ent�re establ�shment were transferred to
another part of the country. But, as a rule, th�s transference to other
parts only ar�ses from pol�t�cal reasons. It �s on th�s account that the
Younkers are now ag�tat�ng to obta�n for all work�ng-men the same
permanence wh�ch judges enjoy �n the�r off�ce.
Th�s matter of removal to other places has �ts odd s�de. The pr�nc�ple
of soc�al equal�ty requ�res that every man, no matter where he be,
f�nds everyth�ng prec�sely as �t was �n the old place. He f�nds exactly
the same wages, the same food, the same dwell�ng, and so on, as
those he left beh�nd h�m.
Well, Rome was not bu�lt �n a day. And th�s very sp�r�t of self�shness
wh�ch we see so much of �n our workshops, what �s �t other than the
ev�l �nher�tance left us by a state of soc�ety �n wh�ch every man
strove to ga�n an advantage over every other man? Our new schools
and �nst�tut�ons w�ll very soon create that “moral atmosphere” �n
wh�ch the tree of Soc�al�sm w�ll grow and flour�sh, and extend the
welcome shadow of �ts branches to the whole human spec�es.



CHAPTER XVIII.
FAMILY MATTERS.

Sunday was such a Sunday as I had never spent before. My w�fe got
perm�ss�on at last to v�s�t l�ttle Ann�e. It seems that the observance of
order �n the Ch�ldren’s Homes necess�tates the regulat�on that
parents should only see the�r ch�ldren �n the�r due turn. How my w�fe
had p�ctured to herself the meet�ng w�th her ch�ld! All sorts of cakes,
and sweetmeats, and playth�ngs had been got together to take to
her. But to mother’s great d�stress she found she had to leave all
these th�ngs beh�nd her at the entrance. It was forb�dden, she
learned, for any of the ch�ldren to have any playth�ngs wh�ch were
not common to all, because th�s would not accord w�th the�r
educat�on, wh�ch taught absolute soc�al equal�ty. The same th�ng
appl�ed to sweetmeats. Such th�ngs were only too apt to g�ve r�se to
quarrels and vexat�ons, and to d�sturb the regular course of matters
�n the Home.
My w�fe was �n perfect �gnorance of these new regulat�ons, as for
some t�me past she has been engaged �n the k�tchen of her Home,
and not �n attend�ng to the ch�ldren.
Then aga�n, my w�fe had expected that Ann�e would show more
l�vely and tender del�ght at meet�ng w�th her mother. But �n her new
surround�ngs the ch�ld was d�sposed to be less conf�d�ng than she
had always been. True, the separat�on had not been a long one, but
there �s a good deal of truth �n the case of young ch�ldren, �n the
words, “Out of s�ght out of m�nd.” Then aga�n, the �dea of see�ng her
mother had constantly been assoc�ated �n Ann�e’s m�nd w�th the
expectat�on of sweets and playth�ngs. But now she beheld her
mother come w�th empty hands. Ch�ldl�ke, she soon wanted a
change aga�n, and she qu�ckly got away from the embraces of her
mother �n order to rejo�n the other ch�ldren at play.
My w�fe found Ann�e look�ng somewhat pale and changed. Th�s �s
probably due to the d�fferent way of l�v�ng, and the d�fferent k�nd of
nour�shment. Naturally, the str�ctest order �s ma�nta�ned �n the Home.



But (and the same �ntent�on pervades all our �nst�tut�ons) there �s no
superflu�ty of v�ctuals, and the large scale of the undertak�ng does
not adm�t of any pamper�ng of �nd�v�dual ch�ldren. Ch�ldren’s looks
vary so rap�dly, and were Ann�e now at home w�th us, her looks
would hardly d�squ�eten the exper�enced mother. But, of course, �t �s
a d�fferent th�ng altogether when separated, and mother now p�ctures
to herself the approach of some d�sease wh�ch she sees herself
powerless to contend aga�nst.
A conversat�on my w�fe had w�th one of the K�ndergarten teachers of
the Home threw her �nto cons�derable ag�tat�on. My w�fe was
lament�ng the separat�on of young ch�ldren from the�r parents, when
th�s person cut short her compla�nt by the abrupt remark:
“Oh, we hear these doleful compla�nts here da�ly. Even an�mals,
devo�d of reason, soon get over �t when the�r young are taken away.
W�th how much more ease ought women to become reconc�led to �t,
women who are reckoned amongst th�nk�ng be�ngs.”
My w�fe wanted to compla�n to the governor of th�s woman’s
unfeel�ngness, but I adv�sed her not to do so, because the woman
would be sure to have her revenge out of Ann�e. She does not know
what �t �s to be a mother. And she can’t even get a husband,
although, as I am cred�bly �nformed, �t �s not for lack of hav�ng, on
several occas�ons, made use of the equal�ty now enjoyed by women
of themselves propos�ng.
Before my w�fe had returned from the long journey to the Ch�ldren’s
Home, grandfather came �n. It was w�th d�ff�culty that the old
gentleman had found h�s way up the steep and dark sta�rcase to our
new home. I was really thankful that my w�fe was not present,
because her father’s compla�nts would only have made her heart st�ll
heav�er.
To say the truth, they were tr�fl�ng and external matters he had to
compla�n about. But then, old people have th�s weakness of cl�ng�ng
to old hab�ts and l�ttle ways, and �n the ma�ntenance houses all such
l�ttle th�ngs are, w�th some harshness, broken through and swept
away. Grandfather fanc�es, too, h�s health �s not qu�te so good as �t
used to be. Now he has a pa�n here, anon he feels a p�nch�ng or a



pr�ck�ng sensat�on there, and �s often out of sorts. Externally I saw no
d�fference �n h�m, but the fact �s, grandfather has now a good deal
more t�me to th�nk about h�mself than he had �n our fam�ly c�rcle,
where there was always someth�ng to �nterest h�m and d�stract h�s
attent�on. He used to be a good deal �n the workshop w�th me, and
here he would try to make h�mself useful. What he d�d was of no
great account but then �t occup�ed h�m. The do�ng noth�ng �s not at all
a good th�ng for old people, whereas any l�ttle work, no matter how
l�ght, keeps up the�r �nterest �n l�fe, holds them bound up w�th the
present, and preserves them from sudden bod�ly and mental decay.
The poor old man felt qu�te strange �n our t�ny l�ttle new place, and
he was much touched, too, by the absence of most of the old
furn�ture. I could not let h�m go back alone, so I went w�th h�m.
It happened, unfortunately, wh�lst I was away, and before my w�fe
had returned, that Ernst came to pay us a v�s�t. Of course, he found
the door locked, but he told a ne�ghbour’s boy, an old playfellow of
h�s, that an �nv�nc�ble long�ng for home had made h�m employ an
hour’s freedom �n rush�ng off to see h�s parents. He can’t somehow
at all get used to h�s �nst�tut�on. The everlast�ng read�ng, wr�t�ng, and
learn�ng by heart—�n short, the whole bus�ness of study �s not at all
�n h�s way. H�s w�sh �s to be put to some trade, and only to learn
whatever has reference to that. And I have no doubt whatever of h�s
mak�ng a good craftsman. But our M�n�ster of Instruct�on �s of the
same op�n�on that Bebel was of, that all persons are born w�th about
the same amount of �ntell�gence, and that, therefore, they must all
al�ke, up to the�r e�ghteenth year (when techn�cal educat�on beg�ns),
have the same �dent�cal tra�n�ng, as a necessary preparat�on for the
soc�al equal�ty of the�r after l�ves.



CHAPTER XIX.
RECREATIONS OF THE PEOPLE.

Open-a�r concerts are cont�nually be�ng g�ven �n the var�ous publ�c
squares of Berl�n. The new Chancellor �s go�ng the r�ght way to work
to make h�mself popular. In all the theatres there are two
performances on week-days, and three on Sundays, and these are
all grat�s. As a matter of course, the theatres wh�ch our busy,
�ndustr�ous Commun�ty �nher�ted from the bourgeo�s�e have proved
very �nadequate �n po�nt of number and s�ze. It has hence been
found necessary to supplement them by the add�t�on of var�ous other
large bu�ld�ngs. Amongst others, many of the churches are now
appropr�ated to th�s purpose. As regards the latter, there are st�ll to
be found persons here and there who show some scruples, and who
somehow do not seem to be able to cut themselves loose from old
and deep-rooted superst�t�ons. But �t �s perfectly clear that the
churches have become common property; and �t �s equally clear,
from the prov�s�ons of the law framed at the Erfurt Conference of
October, 1891, and subsequently adopted, that no common property
can be devoted to eccles�ast�cal or rel�g�ous purposes.
Naturally, no other plays are g�ven at the theatres than such as
represent the glor�es of the new order, and wh�ch keep the
sord�dness of past cap�tal�sts and plunderers �n l�vely remembrance.
For any cons�derable length of t�me there �s, �t must be confessed,
an element of monotony �n th�s. But, anyhow, �t shows up the
r�ghtness of our pr�nc�ples, and th�s �s somet�mes very necessary.
At f�rst, everyone was at l�berty to go to any theatre, just wherever
and however he l�ked. But th�s senseless compet�t�on �s now
superceded by a well-dev�sed organ�sat�on of the people’s
d�vers�ons. It was found that the representat�ons of class�c, soc�al�st�c
plays were made to rows of empty seats, whereas �n places where
spec�al art�stes were engaged, the spectators were packed l�ke
sard�nes. They used to f�ght almost for the best places. Now all that
�s d�fferent, and the Town Counc�l d�str�butes �n rotat�on to the var�ous



theatr�cal managers the p�eces to be represented. The several
managers d�spose of the seats by lottery to such spectators as have
been apport�oned to them for that part�cular even�ng and play, thus
follow�ng the plan �ntroduced �n 1889 at the soc�al�st�c Popular Free
Theatre.
There �s a say�ng, “Good luck �n love, bad luck at play.” And we have
exper�enced the truth of th�s. As luck would have �t, my w�fe and I
have lately, on three success�ve occas�ons, got such bad places
ass�gned to us through th�s lottery system that she could hear
noth�ng, and I found �t just as �mposs�ble to see anyth�ng. She �s a
l�ttle hard of hear�ng, and I am very short-s�ghted. Ne�ther of these
qual�t�es �s �n perfect harmony w�th the �dea of soc�al equal�ty as
�llustrated by the theatre.
Danc�ng �s another of the d�vers�ons wh�ch are arranged every
even�ng by the c�ty author�t�es. The entrance �s on the same pr�nc�ple
as �n the case of the theatres, and young and old are all equally
ent�tled to appear. The reform of the et�quette of danc�ng seemed, at
f�rst, to present some few d�ff�cult�es from a soc�al�st�c po�nt of v�ew.
Th�s reform has, however, been carr�ed out, and the equal�ty of the
lad�es �s now thereby asserted that the cho�ce of partners made by
the lad�es alternates regularly w�th the cho�ce made by the
gentlemen. Bebel says, �ndeed, that women have just the same r�ght
to seek that men have to seek them. But the attempt to apply th�s
pr�nc�ple to danc�ng, by leav�ng �t opt�onal to each sex, �n every
s�ngle dance, to sol�c�t partners, had soon to be abandoned, as �t
was found that the order of the dances was �n danger of becom�ng
�nvolved �n �nextr�cable entanglement.
Var�ous �nterest�ng letters have appeared �n the Onward, wh�ch
d�scuss, �n a very exhaust�ve and subtle manner, the quest�on
whether, �n a soc�al�sed commun�ty, �n the dance, such a th�ng �s
conce�vable as a “r�ght” on the part of certa�n women to men; or v�ce
versâ, a r�ght on the part of men to women? The equal obl�gat�on all
round to labour, as one lady po�nts out �n the Onward, clearly ent�tles
all al�ke to enjoy the same recompense. One part of th�s recompense
�s found �n jo�n�ng �n those dances wh�ch have been organ�sed by the
State. No lady could f�nd any pleasure �n the dance w�thout a partner



of the other sex, wh�lst �t �s even more apparent that no gentleman
would dance w�thout a lady.
On the part of th�s lady, the pract�cal solut�on of the d�ff�culty was
suggested �n the Onward, that for the future all partners at danc�ng,
�rrespect�ve of age, beauty, ugl�ness, and everyth�ng else, be chosen
by draw�ng lots. She contends that prec�sely as �n a soc�al�sed
commun�ty there are no persons w�thout work, and w�thout shelter,
so �n the same way there must never be any lad�es at a dance
w�thout the�r proper partners.
But a professor of Modern Natural Law has sent a letter to the paper
express�ng the fear that, �n process of t�me, th�s method of
organ�s�ng the select�on of partners �n the dance m�ght have
unforeseen results of an unpleasant k�nd. He fears �t m�ght �n t�me
lead to a demand for the recogn�t�on of a r�ght of marr�age, to a
demand that the State take the regulat�on of marr�age �nto �ts own
hands, by a g�gant�c un�versal raffle of men and women. He �s
strongly of op�n�on that, prec�sely as a marr�age-t�e �s a str�ctly
pr�vate contract, made w�thout the �ntervent�on of any funct�onary
whatever, so �n the same way must a temporary un�on between a
lady and a gentleman �n the dance preserve the character of a
pr�vate contract; and he deprecates the �dea of any master of the
ceremon�es meddl�ng, e�ther by lottery or �n any other way, w�th such
engagements.
As a matter of fact though, I understand that a large number of lad�es
take the v�ew that a cons�stent soc�al equal�ty demands the abol�t�on
of the d�fferences between marr�ed and unmarr�ed. These lad�es
have lately jo�ned the party of the Younkers, although �n real�ty they
themselves are for the most part of a somewhat r�pe age. Anyhow,
the extens�on of the r�ght of vot�ng to women may mater�ally tend to
add strength to the Oppos�t�on at the approach�ng elect�on.
Preparat�ons are now be�ng made for a speedy general elect�on. The
vast number of calls wh�ch the prel�m�nary arrangements for the new
soc�al�st�c State made upon the t�me and attent�on of the
Government d�d not adm�t of the elect�ons tak�ng place at an earl�er
date. The r�ght to vote �s possessed by all persons of both sexes



who have passed the�r twent�eth year. The system of elect�on
dec�ded upon �s the so-called system of proport�onal elect�on, wh�ch
was adopted by the Erfurt Conference �n October, 1891. Accord�ng
to th�s system, large electoral d�v�s�ons, w�th several cand�dates, are
const�tuted, and each pol�t�cal party returns to Parl�ament a number
of representat�ves �n proport�on to the votes recorded for that
part�cular party.



CHAPTER XX.
DISAGREEABLE EXPERIENCES.

My w�fe and Agnes s�t up unt�l far �nto the n�ght, busy w�th the�r
dressmak�ng �n secret. The work �n hand �s a new dress for Agnes.
As checker, I ought by r�ghts to denounce the pa�r of them to the
proper author�t�es for over-product�on, and for exceed�ng the
max�mum hours of labour. Fortunately, however, they are not
amongst the f�fty persons form�ng the sect�on wh�ch �t �s my bus�ness
to control.
The two are even more talkat�ve than usual when engaged �n th�s
work of dressmak�ng. As far as I can make out, they have not been
able to f�nd what they wanted at any of the magaz�nes, and so they
are alter�ng and adapt�ng some other garments to the�r fancy. They
v�e w�th each other �n g�rd�ng at the new State magaz�nes. Show-
w�ndows, puff�ng, and advert�s�ng, send�ng out l�sts of pr�ces; all th�s
sort of th�ng, �t seems, has ent�rely ceased. There �s an end to all
talk, they compla�n, of what novelt�es are to be had, and also to all
goss�p about pr�ces. The salesmen appo�nted by the State are all as
short �n the�r manner as the off�c�als on State ra�lways always have
been. All compet�t�on between shops has naturally ceased, and for
any certa�n g�ven art�cle you have to go to one certa�n magaz�ne, and
to no other. Th�s �s a necess�ty of the organ�sat�on of product�on and
consumpt�on.
It �s, of course, a matter of the most perfect �nd�fference to the
salesman whether you buy anyth�ng or not. Some of these salesmen
scowl as soon as the shop-door �s opened, and they have to r�se
from some thr�ll�ng book, or they get �nterrupted �n some other
pleasant occupat�on. The greater the var�ety of goods you w�sh to
look at, the more quest�ons you ask as to the�r make and durab�l�ty,
the greater does the �re of the salesman become. Rather than fetch
any art�cle from another part of the magaz�ne, he tells you at once
they have not got �t �n stock.



If you w�sh to purchase ready-made cloth�ng (�n th�s connect�on I
may remark that all pr�vate dressmak�ng and the l�ke, at home,
outs�de of the max�mum e�ght hours day, �s proh�b�ted), the outlook �s
generally a very poor one. The try�ng-on rem�nds you of the
dress�ng-up of recru�ts �n barracks, the ta�lor be�ng profuse �n h�s
assurances that the number wh�ch corresponds to your
measurement must of necess�ty f�t you well. If any garment wh�ch
has been made to order turns out to be t�ght here, or baggy there, �t
needs all the eloquence you are master of to conv�nce the ta�lor that
the garment really �s so. If you do not succeed �n conv�nc�ng h�m, you
have e�ther to take the art�cle as �t �s and make the best of �t, or to
f�ght the State �n an act�on at law.
Go�ng to law �s now a very cheap affa�r. As resolved at the
Conference of Erfurt �n October, 1891, all law �s now grat�s. As a
necessary result of th�s, the number of judges and lawyers has had
to be �ncreased tenfold. But even th�s large add�t�on �s far from
suff�c�ng for the requ�rements, as the act�ons brought aga�nst the
State for the �nfer�or�ty of the goods �t suppl�es, for the wretched
cond�t�on of the dwell�ngs, the bad qual�ty of the food, the abruptness
and rudeness of �ts salesmen and other off�c�als are as the sand
upon the sea-shore.
W�th the l�m�tat�ons caused by the prescr�bed e�ght hours, the courts
f�nd �t utterly �mposs�ble to get through the cases set down �n the
calendar. Not that lawyers and barr�sters can be reproached w�th any
w�sh to unduly prolong su�ts. So far from th�s be�ng the case, there
are compla�nts that s�nce the abol�t�on of all fees, and s�nce the�r
appo�ntment as State off�c�als, lawyers scarcely l�sten at all to what
the�r cl�ents have to say. There would appear to be too great a
tendency to settle all d�fferences summar�ly and �n batches. Hence,
many persons who do not f�nd an agreeable exc�tement �n the mere
fact of go�ng to law, prefer, even �n sp�te of the law’s gratu�tousness,
to put up w�th any �njust�ce rather than subject themselves to all the
runn�ng about, loss of t�me, and vexat�on of br�ng�ng an act�on.
It �s very sad to have to not�ce that d�shonesty �s on the �ncrease,
even though gold and s�lver have qu�te d�sappeared. My off�ce as
checker lets me �nto many a secret beh�nd the scenes wh�ch I was



formerly qu�te �gnorant of. The number of embezzlements �s now
seven t�mes greater than �t used to be. Off�c�als of all grades d�spose
of goods belong�ng to the State �n cons�derat�on of some pr�vate
favour or serv�ce rendered to them personally; or else they neglect,
�n the due performance of the�r dut�es as salesmen, to extract a
coupon of the r�ght value from the money-cert�f�cates of buyers, �n
exchange for goods suppl�ed. In order to make good any def�c�ency
wh�ch a lack of coupons would betray, recourse �s then had to
shortness of we�ght and measurement, adulterat�on of goods, and so
on.
Thefts of money-cert�f�cates are also of frequent occurrence. The
photographs w�th wh�ch these are all prov�ded have, �n pract�ce, not
proved a suff�c�ent safeguard aga�nst the use of the cert�f�cates by
other persons. The prom�ses and presents of all k�nds made to
persons �n h�gh pos�t�ons, who have n�ce and easy work to g�ve out,
or who otherw�se possess �nfluence, const�tute an ev�l wh�ch extends
to the very h�ghest spheres. We never hold a conference w�th our
head checker w�thout our attent�on be�ng called to some fresh dodge
or tr�ck �n reference to these matters.
H�therto I had always consoled myself w�th the sure bel�ef that th�ngs
would get better as soon as we had surv�ved the per�od of trans�t�on;
but now I can scarcely conceal from myself the fact that they get
rap�dly worse. One of my colleagues tr�ed to expla�n the cause of th�s
to-day. H�s explanat�on �s, that s�nce people f�nd the utter
�mposs�b�l�ty of �mprov�ng, by honest endeavour and �n a leg�t�mate
way, that pos�t�on of equal�ty wh�ch has been prescr�bed for all
persons al�ke, the�r whole effort �s now d�rected to get, �n a d�shonest
way, that wh�ch �s �n no other way atta�nable.



CHAPTER XXI.
FLIGHT.

We have just passed through terr�ble days. On Sunday morn�ng
Franz arr�ved here unexpectedly on h�s way to Stett�n, to wh�ch town,
as I take �t, he has been transferred. My w�fe appeared not the least
surpr�sed at h�s com�ng, but she showed all the more emot�on at h�s
go�ng away aga�n. She sobbed aloud, hung upon h�s neck, and
seemed utterly �ncapable of bear�ng the separat�on from her son.
Franz parted from me, too, as though �t were a matter of never
see�ng each other more. Agnes was not about at the t�me, but I
heard that they �ntended to meet at the ra�lway stat�on.
On Wednesday I chanced to read to my w�fe some �ntell�gence �n the
Onward, that once more a number of em�grants, �n seek�ng to evade
pursu�t by the front�er guards, had been shot down by the latter. She
became greatly exc�ted at the news, and upon my say�ng, �n
response to her �nqu�ry, that th�s had taken place �n the roadstead of
Sassn�tz, she fa�nted. It took me some cons�derable t�me to br�ng her
back to consc�ousness. Presently she narrated to me �n broken
sentences that Franz and Agnes had gone off together on Sunday,
not, as I had supposed, to Stett�n, but to Sassn�tz, w�th the �ntent�on
of leav�ng Germany altogether. From the account �n the paper, �t
seems that, upon the arr�val of the Dan�sh ma�l-steamer from Stett�n,
the front�er guards at once boarded the vessel, and attempted to
drag the fug�t�ve em�grants back by sheer force. The em�grants
offered res�stance, and there was a sangu�nary encounter.
They were anx�ous hours we spent before our fears were somewhat
set at rest by the appearance of a new number of the Onward, w�th a
l�st of the k�lled and arrested. Franz and Agnes were not �n e�ther of
the l�sts, but what can have become of them?
My w�fe now related to me the story of the young people’s resolve to
get away from the country. It seems that Franz had some t�me
prev�ously conf�ded to her h�s f�xed determ�nat�on to leave Germany
as soon as poss�ble, as he found the state of affa�rs unbearable.



Fear�ng that my well-known respect for the law m�ght lead me to
oppose h�s �ntent�ons, he earnestly begged h�s mother not to breathe
a syllable of h�s plans to me. All her efforts to �nduce h�m to g�ve up
the �dea were fut�le. See�ng h�s determ�nat�on was unalterable, the
good mother could no longer f�nd �t �n her heart to oppose �t. In old
days, and qu�te unknown to me, my w�fe had la�d by sundry gold
p�eces, and these she gave to Franz to make use of as passage-
money on a fore�gn sh�p.
At f�rst, Agnes had opposed the plan. She was ready, she sa�d, to
follow Franz to the end of the world �f needs be; but she could not
see at present, she added, what necess�ty there was for the�r leav�ng
all else that was dear to them. But �n a short t�me her own
c�rcumstances became so unpleasant that she altered her op�n�on.
All th�s I have only just learnt.
In old days, �n the st�llness and pur�ty of the maternal home, the
young ma�den used to carry on her bus�ness as a m�ll�ner, sell�ng her
wares for the most part to a house �n a large way. Now she saw
herself obl�ged to work �n a b�g sew�ng establ�shment, and to spend
the whole day w�th a number of women and g�rls, many of whom had
hab�ts and pr�nc�ples not at all to her m�nd. Her chaste ma�denl�ness
was often shocked at a good deal of the talk, and at the fam�l�ar�t�es
between the g�rls and the male managers. Sundry compla�nts she
made only tended to make her pos�t�on st�ll more unpleasant. Her
personal attract�ons l�kew�se soon drew upon her an amount of
offens�ve attent�on from one of the head managers. An abrupt
repulse on the part of Agnes only subjected her to those petty
annoyances and harassments �n her work by wh�ch a mean nature
seeks �ts revenge.
I make no manner of doubt that there was plenty of th�s sort of th�ng
under the old system. But at least there was then th�s advantage,
that people could make a change �f anyth�ng d�d not su�t them.
Nowadays, however, many of the managers seem to look upon the�r
workg�rls as l�ttle better than defenceless slaves, who are del�vered
over to them. Many of the h�gher placed off�c�als see all th�s well
enough, but as they themselves act not a wh�t d�fferently as regards
the abuse of power, they are very len�ent �n respect of all compla�nts



made to them. Under such c�rcumstances the near relat�ons, or
lovers of ma�dens whose honour �s thus menaced, have often no
other resource left than to take the law �nto the�r own hands. The
result of th�s state of th�ngs �s, that cases of personal chast�sement,
manslaughter, and even murder are fr�ghtfully on the �ncrease.
Agnes, who only has her mother left, had no protector �n Berl�n. Her
compla�n�ng letters to Franz �n Le�ps�g drove h�m to desperat�on, and
r�pened h�s resolve to no longer delay the execut�on of h�s plans.
Agnes co�nc�ded heart�ly w�th h�s v�ews, and latterly she and my w�fe
sat up half the n�ght to get all ready for the journey.
At length the dec�s�ve Sunday had been reached, that Sunday wh�ch
had g�ven r�se to so much anx�ety and pa�nful uncerta�nty to us. The
suspense was terr�ble, but, at last, at the exp�rat�on of nearly a week,
the arr�val of a letter from the Engl�sh coast put an end to our fears.
Accord�ng to th�s letter the pa�r were fortunately not on board the
Dan�sh ma�l-steamer. The f�sherman at Sassn�tz, to whose house
they had gone on the�r arr�val there, �s a d�stant relat�on of my w�fe’s.
The letter went on to say that the �nhab�tants of the coast about there
are greatly �ncensed aga�nst the new order of th�ngs, because by �t
they have been largely depr�ved of the comfortable l�v�ng they made
out of v�s�tors to the d�fferent bath�ng-places. Perm�ss�on to go to
water�ng-places and health resorts �s now only accorded to such
persons as are duly recommended by a properly const�tuted med�cal
comm�ss�on.
Our wary f�sherman strongly opposed all �dea of tak�ng a passage by
one of the ma�l-steamers, because a v�g�lant look-out had latterly
been kept on these. Watch�ng h�s opportun�ty, and ava�l�ng h�mself of
the attent�on of the author�t�es be�ng engrossed by the affa�r of the
Dan�sh steamer, he put Franz and Agnes on board h�s f�sh�ng
smack, and made for the open sea. He took them up as far as
Stubbenkammer Po�nt, where he fell �n w�th an Engl�sh goods
steamer return�ng from Stett�n, whose capta�n read�ly transferred the
fug�t�ves to h�s vessel. The Engl�sh, whose trade has been very
ser�ously affected by the new order of th�ngs, never lose an



opportun�ty of hav�ng a slap at our soc�al�st�c Government by g�v�ng
all the a�d they can to persons des�rous of leav�ng the country.
So �n a short t�me Franz and Agnes duly reached England, and now
they are already on the�r way to New York.
Poor ch�ldren! what a deal they must have gone through! And my
good w�fe, above all; my w�fe who kept all her cares and troubles so
long locked up �n her bosom, qu�te unknown to me! How shall I ever
be able to recompense her for all the �mmense sacr�f�ces she has
made as a mother?



CHAPTER XXII.
ANOTHER NEW CHANCELLOR.

The d�scontent �n the country has now reached �ts culm�nat�on upon
�ts becom�ng generally known that all concerts, and theatres, and
other amusements �n Berl�n are free. The �nhab�tants of every l�ttle
�ns�gn�f�cant b�t of a place demand that the nat�onal purse prov�de
them w�th the same d�vers�ons that we have here; and they base
the�r cla�m upon the acknowledged soc�al equal�ty of all, and upon
the r�ght of all to enjoy the same �dent�cal recompense for the same
labours. They say that even under the best of c�rcumstances they
are st�ll placed at a great d�sadvantage, as every v�llage can’t have
gas or electr�c l�ght�ng, heat�ng by hot-a�r p�pes, and the l�ke.
The Onward attempted to soothe the feel�ngs of the people �n the
country by graceful and appropr�ate references to the advantages of
country l�fe, �dyll�c remarks upon the enjoyment of nature, and the
sweet freshness of the a�r. Th�s was looked upon as �rony, and they
wanted to know what enjoyment of Nature there was dur�ng heavy
ra�ns, or �n the long w�nter even�ngs?
“What fresh a�r do we get �n the cramped l�ttle cottages �n the
country, or �n the stables and sh�ppons?”
Thus they grumbled �n letters to the paper.
It was po�nted out to them that �t had never been any d�fferent. They
adm�tted the truth of th�s, but then went on to say that formerly
everyone who d�d not care to stay �n the country was at l�berty to
remove �nto a town. Now, however, �t was very d�fferent, and the
countryman was t�ed to h�s clod of earth unt�l �t pleased the
author�t�es to d�spose otherw�se of h�m. And under these
c�rcumstances they must look to the State to prov�de them w�th just
the same amusements as the large towns had. They merely asked
for equal r�ghts for all, and no more.
The Chancellor d�d not at all know what to do. The w�se government
of a people has unquest�onably more knotty po�nts about �t than the



clean�ng of boots and the brush�ng of clothes. Th�s scheme of
plann�ng recreat�ons for the people has been about the only th�ng he
has carr�ed through. But w�th the best w�ll �n the world he could not
poss�bly have a band of mus�c, a c�rcus, and a company of
spec�al�sts at every street-cross�ng. Ponder�ng upon th�s bus�ness,
the happy thought occurred to h�m to have a few hundred thousand
Berl�ners transferred to the enjoyments of the country every Sunday,
and a correspond�ng number of country people brought up to the
attract�ons of the town. But unfortunately for th�s soc�al equal�ty the
weather proved very unequal. In ra�ny weather the Berl�n people
showed no great l�k�ng for damp excurs�ons �nto the country. But the
country people, who had arr�ved �n great numbers, naturally
expected those seats at the var�ous places of amusement wh�ch the
Berl�ners d�d not care to rel�nqu�sh.
After the Chancellor had succeeded �n thus sett�ng the townspeople
and the country people thoroughly at loggerheads w�th each other,
h�s ret�rement was deemed exped�ent, �n order that the feel�ng
aga�nst h�m m�ght not unduly prejud�ce the com�ng general elect�ons.
In Berl�n, as m�ght be expected, the d�sgust at the stoppage of all
further free recreat�ons �s un�versal. Henceforth places at the
theatres and s�m�lar enterta�nments can only be had aga�nst
payment �n the coupons of the money-cert�f�cates.
The Secretary to the Treasury has been appo�nted as the
Chancellor’s successor. He �s known as a man who goes stra�ght to
the po�nt, regardless of all cons�derat�ons, and he also has the
reputat�on of be�ng a good f�nanc�er. Th�s latter qual�ty w�ll be all the
more welcome, as there are all sorts of ugly wh�spers abroad
respect�ng the d�sproport�on there �s between �ncome and
expend�ture �n the f�nances of the soc�al�sed Commun�ty.



CHAPTER XXIII.
FOREIGN COMPLICATIONS.

The ent�re navy left by the late Government �s to be got ready for
serv�ce w�th all poss�ble speed. In add�t�on to th�s, the stand�ng army,
wh�ch had already been �ncreased to 500,000 men w�th a v�ew the
better to ma�nta�n order at home, and to keep a good watch on the
front�ers, has been st�ll further strengthened. These are amongst the
f�rst measures taken by the new Chancellor to avert dangers wh�ch
menace us from abroad.
In the speech wh�ch the Fore�gn Secretary made before the
Comm�ttee of Government, and �n wh�ch he unfolded the above
measures, he calls attent�on to the necess�ty there �s for them, �n
consequence of the deplorable growth of fr�ct�on, of compl�cat�ons
and d�ssens�ons w�th fore�gn powers. But �t must d�st�nctly be
understood that the M�n�ster for Fore�gn Affa�rs was �n no way
respons�ble for th�s unfortunate state of th�ngs. In the soc�al�sed
Commun�ty �t was the prov�nce of th�s M�n�ster to arrange w�th
fore�gn powers for the barter of all goods between State and State. It
resulted from th�s arrangement that all compla�nts �n respect of
�nfer�or�ty of goods, or unpunctual�ty �n supply�ng them, had to be
attended to �n the form of d�plomat�c notes. All that tens�on wh�ch
somet�mes ensued from the break�ng off of bus�ness connect�ons,
from the jealous�es of compet�t�on, or from s�m�lar commerc�al
causes, and wh�ch formerly had only affected mercant�le c�rcles, was
now transferred to the d�rect relat�ons wh�ch one nat�on had w�th
another. Th�s �s �n the nature of the new arrangements.
The M�n�ster went on to say �t had been hoped that the almost
un�versal consc�ousness of hav�ng adopted r�ght pr�nc�ples, and the
sent�ment of the brotherhood of all nat�ons, would play a d�fferent
part than had been found to be the case �n actual pract�ce, ton�ng
down d�fferences, and br�ng�ng un�versal peace. He sa�d �t need
occas�on no surpr�se that the Engl�sh, that egot�st�cal Manchester
race, and the�r Amer�can cous�ns, would have noth�ng at all to do



w�th Soc�al�sm. They never could get over �t that the soc�al�st�c
European cont�nent, by the repud�at�on of all State bonds, shares,
and so on, had shaken off all slav�sh �ndebtedness to Engl�sh
holders of cont�nental scr�p. But even these �nveterate lovers of
money ought to see that Germany had lost unnumbered m�ll�ons
more by the repud�at�on than �t had ga�ned. Th�s was ev�dent,
�nasmuch as all the Russ�an, Austr�an, Ital�an and other bonds �n
German hands had also been repud�ated by the soc�al�st�c
governments of those countr�es.
These var�ous soc�al�st�c governments do not thank us a b�t for
hav�ng, �n our lofty consc�ousness of the �nternat�onal value of
Soc�al�sm, accepted w�thout a murmur the abol�t�on of all cla�ms for
�nterest on such fore�gn bonds as were �n our possess�on. Several of
these governments have latterly become so egot�st�cal, and they
show such a want of regard for us, that they pos�t�vely go the length
of refus�ng to let us have any goods except aga�nst e�ther money
down, or an equ�valent value �n such other goods as they may
requ�re. Payment �n money was no d�ff�culty to our Government so
long as any of those stocks of co�ned and unco�ned gold and s�lver
wh�ch had become worthless to us were left. But now that we have
by degrees got to the end of our stock of noble metals, we are
constantly com�ng across all k�nds of obstacles �n the way of the
exchange of our goods for commod�t�es wh�ch we need from other
countr�es, such as corn, t�mber, flax, cotton, wool, petroleum, coffee,
etc. These obstruct�ons are not conf�ned to the snobb�sh gentlemen
of England and Amer�ca, but they are every b�t as numerous on the
part of the ne�ghbour�ng soc�al�st�c nat�ons. Our requ�rements for the
art�cles just ment�oned have not d�m�n�shed one atom under our
soc�al�st�c form of government. Qu�te the reverse. But the
ne�ghbour�ng States, w�th s�m�lar v�ews to our own, tell us that s�nce
the �ntroduct�on of the soc�al�st�c form of government they f�nd no
demand at all for German goods, such as velvets, shawls, r�bbons,
mantles, embro�der�es, gloves, p�anos, glass and s�m�lar wares. They
say that s�nce the restorat�on of the prec�se balance of soc�al
equal�ty, they produce more of these goods themselves than there �s
a demand for.



The Engl�sh and Amer�cans, �n the�r enm�ty to Soc�al�sm, are
everlast�ngly drumm�ng �t �nto us that our manufactures, from
�ronware and text�le goods down to stock�ngs and toys, have so
deter�orated under the new system of manufacture, that they can no
longer pay us the old pr�ces; and they say that unless an
�mprovement takes place they w�ll have to look to other sources of
supply. But even as �t �s, w�th the enhanced cost of product�on, we
cannot make our trade pay. All attempts to settle an �nternat�onal
max�mum work�ng-day have fa�led, as the var�ous soc�al�st�c
governments allow part�cular �nterests to �nfluence them, and
pretend that �n th�s matter they must be gu�ded by such spec�al
features as cl�mate, nat�onal character, and the l�ke.
What �s our Government to do �n th�s d�lemma? The fact that we, on
our part, now requ�re no more s�lk, and no more expens�ve w�nes
from abroad, �s but a meagre compensat�on for the loss of our export
trade, amount�ng to many m�ll�ons. It can occas�on no surpr�se that
the exchange of d�plomat�c notes partakes da�ly of an �ncreas�ngly
�rr�table character. Already, both on the West and on the East, h�nts
have fallen that the r�ght th�ng for Germany to do, see�ng she seems
�ncapable of ma�nta�n�ng her populat�on, would be for her to cede
sl�ces of the country to ne�ghbour�ng States. Nay, the quest�on �s
even debated whether �t would not be adv�sable, as a precaut�onary
measure, to lay an attachment on these border lands, as secur�ty for
the b�ll wh�ch Germany had run up for goods suppl�ed to her.
Fore�gn holders of German bonds who feel themselves �njured by
our repud�at�on, take every opportun�ty of �ndemn�fy�ng themselves
by lay�ng an embargo on German vessels and merchand�se. Then
aga�n, the ass�stance g�ven by fore�gn sh�ps to fug�t�ves from our
country, �s a permanent cause of angry representat�ons.
In short, the hope that the advent of Soc�al�sm everywhere would
prove synonymous w�th the re�gn of eternal peace between the
nat�ons, was so far from be�ng real�sed that the very oppos�te
threatened. The M�n�ster concluded h�s speech by say�ng that the
Comm�ttee of Government could hence hardly fa�l to see the
necess�ty there was for the navy be�ng aga�n f�tted out for serv�ce;



and �t would doubtless also sanct�on the �ncrease of the army to a
m�ll�on men.



CHAPTER XXIV.
THE ELECTION STIR.

The general elect�on �s at last to take place, and next Sunday �s f�xed
as the poll�ng day. Th�s cho�ce of a day of rest and le�sure deserves
the h�ghest commendat�on, as nowadays a hundred t�mes more
�ssues depend upon the result of an elect�on than was formerly the
case. Laws are everyth�ng �n a soc�al�st�c State; the law has to
prescr�be to each separate �nd�v�dual how long he must labour, how
much he has to eat and dr�nk, how he must be dressed, housed and
what not.
Th�s �s already very apparent �n the addresses to const�tuents, and �n
the elect�on cr�es. The number of part�es wh�ch advocate part�cular
�nterests �s leg�on. Many of the addresses �ssued by the cand�dates
br�stle w�th proposals for the reform of the da�ly b�lls of fare, for the
�ncrease of the meat rat�ons, for better beer, stronger coffee, (s�nce
the compl�cat�ons w�th var�ous fore�gn powers, we scarcely ever get
any coffee that �s not made exclus�vely of ch�cory,) for f�ner houses,
better heat�ng apparatus, more splend�d l�ght�ng, cheaper clothes,
wh�ter underl�nen, etc. etc.
Many women are extremely �nd�gnant at the reject�on of the�r
demand that one half of the representat�ves �n the var�ous d�v�s�ons
be of the�r sex. The ground for th�s reject�on was that the demand
was a react�onary endeavour to spl�t up the �nterests of the whole
Commun�ty �nto separate �nterests. The women, however, on the�r
part, fear that, by throw�ng �n the�r lot w�th the men, and hav�ng
d�v�s�ons common to both, many of the�r voters w�ll �n the end go
over to the men’s s�de. They fear that the result of th�s, coupled w�th
the other fact that the support of women cand�dates by men �s not at
all to be rel�ed on, w�ll be that they w�ll be able to carry but a l�m�ted
number of cand�dates.
A large number of women, qu�te �rrespect�ve of age, have now
thrown �n the�r lot w�th the Younkers, and th�s party, the better to
render the new all�ance permanent, has �nscr�bed upon �ts banner



the r�ght of all women to marr�age. These pol�t�c�ans are now
constantly appeal�ng to Bebel’s book on woman, and they want to
make out that they are the real genu�ne Bebel�tes. The�r programme
�s—A four hours’ max�mum work�ng-day; four weeks’ hol�day �n the
year for everybody, w�th a sojourn at the sea-s�de or �n the country;
the re-�ntroduct�on of free amusements; weekly change �n the k�nd of
labour to be performed; and lastly, the monthly durat�on of all
appo�ntments to h�gh off�ces and off�ces of State (�nclud�ng the off�ce
of Chancellor), all such appo�ntments to be held �n rotat�on by all
persons �n the State, w�thout d�st�nct�on. The Government party
shows cons�derable conf�dence, although, �n real�ty, the programme
�t has �ssued does not go beyond ord�nary commonplace; but �t calls
upon all other part�es, as true patr�ots, to forget the�r d�fferences, and
to un�te and form a grand Party of Order, �n oppos�t�on to the party of
negat�on and demol�t�on, wh�ch was stealth�ly �ncreas�ng, and wh�ch,
under the ent�c�ng name of a Party of Freedom, sought to �ngrat�ate
�tself w�th the nat�on. Th�s so-called party of freedom demands the
re-recogn�t�on of the r�ght of parents to br�ng up the�r ch�ldren,
abol�t�on of the State cookshops, free cho�ce of trades and
profess�ons, ent�re l�berty to move about as one pleases, and a
better recompense for the h�gher k�nds of labour. Now, �t �s
abundantly clear that the concess�on of demands such as these
must of necess�ty upset all equal�ty, and be em�nently calculated to
sap the very foundat�ons of Soc�al�sm. The cand�dates of the
Government party very properly po�nt out �n the�r addresses to
const�tuents that the grant�ng of such demands would �nev�tably
open the door to the return of personal possess�ons, the doctr�ne of
�nher�tance, the sovere�gnty of wealth, and the plunder�ng system of
bygone days.
But, after all, the amount of exc�tement shown at the present elect�on
�s strangely out of proport�on to the number and many-s�dedness of
the elect�on cr�es. In old days people took a good deal more �nterest
�n an elect�on. People can now say what they th�nk. Follow�ng the
resolut�ons passed at the Erfurt Conference, �n October, 1891, all
such laws as tended to l�m�t freedom of speech and the r�ght of
comb�nat�on are now abrogated; but what �s the good of a free press
so long as the Government �s �n possess�on of every pr�nt�ng



establ�shment? What �s the r�ght of publ�c meet�ng worth when every
s�ngle meet�ng-hall belongs to the Government? True, the publ�c
halls, when not already engaged, may be taken by part�es of all
shades of pol�t�cs for purposes of publ�c meet�ng. Only, as �t
chances, �t �s just the var�ous Oppos�t�on part�es that �nvar�ably have
such �ll-luck �n th�s way. As often as they want a hall or a room, they
f�nd �t has been prev�ously engaged, so they are unable to hold a
meet�ng. The press organs of the Government are �n duty bound to
�nsert such elect�on not�ces from all part�es as are pa�d for as
advert�sements; but by an unfortunate overs�ght at the �ssue of the
money-cert�f�cates, there were no coupons suppl�ed for such
part�cular purposes. The unpleasant result of th�s om�ss�on �s a total
lack of all funds w�th wh�ch to pay the expenses of an elect�on. In th�s
respect the Soc�al�sts were vastly better off under the old style. They
then had large sums at the�r d�sposal, and �t must be adm�tted they
knew how to apply them jud�c�ously.
The Oppos�t�on part�es compla�n b�tterly of the scarc�ty of persons
who, when �t comes to the test, have the requ�s�te courage to boldly
face the Government as opponents, e�ther as cand�dates for
Parl�ament or as speakers at elect�on meet�ngs. The fact that every
obnox�ous person may be unceremon�ously told off by the
Government to some other occupat�on, or sent away to a d�stant part
of the country, may have someth�ng to do w�th th�s hang�ng back.
Such sudden changes �nvolve frequently the endurance of many
unpleasantnesses and hardsh�ps, part�cularly to people of r�per
years. Of course everybody has the r�ght to protest aga�nst a transfer
wh�ch looks l�ke mere capr�ce on the part of the Government. But
how can an �nd�v�dual undertake to prove that the transfer was not a
well-adv�sed step, and not just�f�ed by other alterat�ons elsewhere �n
the general labour scheme, wh�ch rendered th�s part�cular
appo�ntment necessary?
The da�ly conferences wh�ch we controllers have together, make �t
more and more clear that the m�nds of men, both �n the towns and �n
the country, are �n a bad ferment. It �s �mposs�ble to res�st the
conv�ct�on that the most tr�fl�ng cause m�ght, at any moment, suff�ce
to call forth a v�olent erupt�on of popular feel�ng �n favour of a



restorat�on of the old order of th�ngs. From all parts of the country
reports are constantly com�ng �n, deta�l�ng v�olent coll�s�ons between
c�v�l�ans and the troops wh�ch were sent out to establ�sh Soc�al�sm.
The Government �s not even qu�te sure of the troops. Th�s �s the
reason why Berl�n, �n sp�te of the great augmentat�on of the army,
has not rece�ved any garr�son. But our pol�ce force, on the other
hand, wh�ch has been p�cked from the ranks of perfectly rel�able
Soc�al�sts throughout the whole country, has been �ncreased to
30,000 men. In add�t�on to mounted pol�ce, the pol�ce force �s now
further strengthened by the add�t�on of art�llery and p�oneers.
The vot�ng takes place by means of vot�ng-papers, wh�ch bear the
off�c�al stamp, and wh�ch are handed �n �n sealed envelopes. But �n
v�ew of the system of esp�onage �n the hands of the Government,
wh�ch penetrates �nto everyone’s most pr�vate affa�rs; �n v�ew of the
publ�c�ty wh�ch everybody’s l�fe now has, and the system of control
that all are subject to; �n v�ew of these th�ngs, many persons seem to
m�strust the apparent secur�ty and secrecy of the vot�ng-papers, and
not to vote accord�ng to the�r �nmost conv�ct�ons. In former t�mes,
somewhat of th�s sort of th�ng preva�led �n small electoral d�str�cts.
Now, however, every s�ngle �nd�v�dual �s a spy on h�s ne�ghbour.
There �s, hence, a great deal of uncerta�nty as to the result of the
elect�ons. If the nat�on g�ves express�on to �ts real w�shes, we shall
see the return of a major�ty bent upon a restorat�on of the old order
of th�ngs. But �f these w�shes are kept �n check by fear, we shall get a
parl�ament wh�ch �s a mere tool �n the hands of the Government.
I do not yet at all know, for my part, how I shall vote. I fancy,
somehow, that through my son’s fl�ght a sharp eye �s be�ng kept on
me. I shall most l�kely end by g�v�ng �n a blank vot�ng-paper.



CHAPTER XXV.
SAD NEWS.

Ann�e, our dear, prec�ous, l�ttle Ann�e, �s dead! It seems �mposs�ble to
actually real�se that the pretty, l�ttle creature that used to frol�c about,
so full of l�fe and joy, �s now all at once cold and l�feless; that those
young l�ps wh�ch prattled away so sweetly are now for ever dumb;
that those laugh�ng eyes that used to sh�ne so br�ghtly are now
closed �n the st�llness of death.
And to-day, too, �s her b�rthday. My w�fe had gone �n the morn�ng to
the Ch�ldren’s Home �n the hope of, at least, be�ng able to see the
ch�ld for a few m�nutes. W�th a sm�le on her face, and her heart
br�mful of joy, she �nqu�red for Ann�e. A pause ensued, and then she
was asked aga�n for her name and address. Presently the news was
broken to her that the ch�ld had d�ed dur�ng the n�ght, of qu�nsy, and
that a message to th�s effect was now on �ts way to the parents.
My w�fe sank down on a cha�r perfectly stupef�ed. But the mother’s
love for her ch�ld soon brought her strength back aga�n. She refused
to cred�t such a th�ng, to bel�eve that her Ann�e, her ch�ld, could be
dead; there must be a strange m�stake somewhere. She hast�ly
followed the attendant to the death-room. Ah! there had been no
m�stake. There lay Ann�e, our dear l�ttle Ann�e, �n that st�ll long sleep
from wh�ch no call�ng, and no k�ss�ng, and no b�tter agony of the poor
mother w�ll ever awaken her.
What ava�ls �t to enter �nto a long account of the suddenness w�th
wh�ch th�s mal�gnant d�sease had attacked her? It began w�th a cold
wh�ch she had probably caught at n�ght. At home the ch�ld always
had a way of k�ck�ng off the bed-clothes �n her sleep. But yonder
there �s no mother’s eye to watch tenderly at the beds�de of each
l�ttle one amongst so many hundreds. Then aga�n, the prescr�bed
vent�lat�on always causes more or less draught �n the bedrooms. Or
poss�bly the ch�ld had not been properly dr�ed after a bath. In all
these great establ�shments a good part of the work must unavo�dably
be done �n a summary manner. It �s l�kely enough, too, that the



d�fferent style of l�v�ng had made the ch�ld a l�ttle weaker, and
therefore more suscept�ble than she had been at home. But what
ava�ls now �nqu�ry or speculat�on? All that w�ll never br�ng our Ann�e
back to l�fe aga�n.
How w�ll my poor w�fe be able to stand all th�s sorrow upon sorrow?
The shock had such a ser�ous effect upon her that she had to be
taken �n a cab stra�ght from the Ch�ldren’s Home to the hosp�tal.
Later on they fetched me. Ann�e had been the pet of the fam�ly, the
only g�rl, born some t�me after the lads. How many had been our
hopes, our dreams, for her welfare, when she should be once grown
up?
I must break the news to-morrow to Ernst as best I can. It w�ll not do
for grandfather to get to hear �t at all. He can never more tell her
stor�es as she s�ts on h�s lap, as she so often used to, and ask aga�n
and aga�n to be told about “L�ttle Red R�d�ng Hood and the Wolf.”
Franz and Agnes �n Amer�ca have as yet no susp�c�on of our sorrow,
and they won’t get my letter before n�ne or ten days. Franz loved h�s
l�ttle s�ster tenderly, and �t was rarely that he om�tted to br�ng her
some tr�fle when com�ng home from work. The l�ttle rogue knew th�s
well enough, and used to run to meet h�m on the sta�rs as soon as
there was any s�gn of h�s com�ng.
And now there �s an end to all these th�ngs; an end to these and to
so many other th�ngs �n a few short months.



CHAPTER XXVI.
THE RESULT OF THE ELECTIONS.

W�th heav�ness such as th�s �n the heart, all pol�t�cal matters seem so
�mmater�al and �dle to one. The sorrows of the present moment make
one regard all cons�derat�ons for the future w�th �nd�fference.
Franz has proved to be r�ght �n h�s forecast of the results of the
elect�ons. In h�s last letter he expressed h�s bel�ef that, �n a
commun�ty �n wh�ch there was no longer any personal or commerc�al
freedom, even the freest form of government would fa�l to restore
any pol�t�cal �ndependence. He cons�dered that those subjects who
are so dependent upon the Government, even �n the most ord�nary
affa�rs of l�fe, as �s now the case w�th us, would only �n very rare
�nstances have the courage to vote, no matter how secret that vot�ng
m�ght be, �n oppos�t�on to the known w�shes of those �n power. The
r�ght of vot�ng, Franz wrote, could have no more ser�ous s�gn�f�cance
�n our soc�al�st�c State of soc�ety than such a r�ght has for sold�ers �n
barracks, or for pr�soners �n gaol.
The result of the elect�ons shows that the Government party, �n sp�te
of all the w�de-spread d�scontent there �s, has secured two-th�rds of
the votes recorded. And th�s tr�umph, moreover, has been obta�ned
w�thout any spec�al efforts on the�r part. The only except�on wh�ch
must be made �n th�s connect�on was the transfer of a few leaders of
the party of freedom, and of the Younkers, wh�ch transfers were
obv�ously made for pol�t�cal reasons, and �ntended to act as
warn�ngs.
We�ghed down by the load of advers�ty wh�ch has befallen us as a
fam�ly, I rel�nqu�shed my or�g�nal �ntent�on of g�v�ng an adverse vote,
and s�ded w�th the Government. Whatever would have become of
my w�fe and me �f, �n our present frame of m�nd, I had been sent
away to some far-off l�ttle place �n the prov�nces?
It seems somewhat odd that �n the country, where the d�scontent �s
at �ts he�ght, the Government has scored the best results. The only



explanat�on �s, that as people �n the country are even more under
surve�llance than �s the case �n th�ckly-populated towns, they are st�ll
more ret�cent �n g�v�ng express�on to oppos�t�on v�ews than
townspeople are. In add�t�on to th�s, the recent �ncrease of the army
has sent some terror �nto men’s hearts �n the d�saffected d�str�cts.
In Berl�n, the Government party �s �n a m�nor�ty. And as, accord�ng to
the system of proport�onal elect�on now adopted, Berl�n forms only
one electoral d�v�s�on, the vote of our c�ty �s on the s�de of the Party
of Freedom.
The Younkers have come off very badly, and, �n sp�te of the strong
support g�ven them by the Woman’s Un�versal Wedlock League,
have only succeeded �n return�ng one cand�date. It seems pretty
clear that the nat�on has no des�re to see any add�t�ons made to the
soc�al�st�c ed�f�ce now erected. And even th�s one cand�date would
scarcely have been returned but for the help of fr�ends belong�ng to
the Party of Freedom, who supported h�s elect�on because of the
v�gorous attacks he made on the Government.
The Party of Freedom, or the Fr�ends of Freedom, as they also style
themselves, have obta�ned nearly one-th�rd of the total number of
votes recorded throughout the whole country. And th�s result has
been obta�ned �n sp�te of all the efforts made by the Government
s�de to brand them as a party of demol�t�on, and one that sought only
to underm�ne the establ�shed order of soc�ety.
The relat�ve measure of success wh�ch th�s party has obta�ned �s
largely ow�ng to the support g�ven by women voters, and, �ndeed,
these latter have shown a good deal more act�v�ty �n the elect�ons
than the voters of the rougher sex. They have made no secret of the
b�tterness they feel at the present state of th�ngs, and of the�r chagr�n
at the restr�ct�ons placed upon pr�vate and domest�c affa�rs.
In part�cular, the regulat�on render�ng �t poss�ble at any moment to
g�ve not�ce of the d�ssolut�on of marr�age, had the effect of mak�ng a
large number of deserted w�ves spec�ally act�ve �n the d�str�but�on of
vot�ng-papers, and �n br�ng�ng d�latory voters up to the poll.



Of lady cand�dates only one has been returned to Parl�ament, th�s
one be�ng the w�fe of the new Chancellor. Th�s lady �s not an
adherent of the Government party, but calls herself an ent�rely
�ndependent member. In her elect�on speeches she has repeatedly
assured her hearers that she would, �n Parl�ament, follow exactly the
same course she had always adopted at home, both towards her
present husband, and towards the husbands she has had before,
and pla�nly speak out her m�nd whenever the welfare of the nat�on
seemed to requ�re �t. The Government party d�d not care to oppose
the elect�on of th�s lady, partly out of courtesy to the Chancellor, and
partly �n order that her return m�ght serve as an �llustrat�on of the
equal�ty of women’s r�ghts w�th those of men.



CHAPTER XXVII.
A LARGE DEFICIT.

A def�c�t of a m�ll�ard per month! A thousand m�ll�on marks
expend�ture over �ncome per month! That was the d�sagreeable
message w�th wh�ch the Chancellor greeted the assembl�ng of the
new Parl�ament. The only wonder �s that th�s could be kept secret
unt�l after the elect�ons. But �t �s now h�gh t�me to look �nto th�s
matter, and see that some �mprovement �s made.
For a long t�me past there have been s�gns �n all d�rect�ons that
someth�ng or other was wrong. When go�ng to make purchases you
were told, only too often, that such and such an art�cle had just run
out of stock, and that a fresh supply would not come �n for some l�ttle
t�me. It now comes out, however, that th�s was due, not to an
�ncrease �n the demand, but to a decrease �n the supply. Th�ngs got
so bad that there was often the greatest d�ff�culty exper�enced �n
obta�n�ng the most �nd�spensable art�cles of cloth�ng. In the case of
other art�cles of da�ly use you had frequently e�ther to go w�thout, or
to put up w�th the most old-fash�oned and ant�quated th�ngs wh�ch
had been left on hand ever so long. All �mport goods, such as coffee,
petroleum, far�naceous foods, and so on, were so h�gh �n pr�ce as to
be scarcely procurable.
Indeed, �n no respects can �t be sa�d that the people have l�ved �n
luxury and r�ot. At d�nner, the meat rat�ons have rema�ned nom�nally
the same as at f�rst, v�z. one-th�rd of a pound per head. But, latterly,
there have been unpleasant �nnovat�ons �n respect of �nclud�ng bone,
gr�stle, fat and s�m�lar unprof�table matter �n the gross we�ght of the
rat�ons. The vegetable part of the b�ll of fare has been also much
s�mpl�f�ed, and �s now restr�cted to potatoes, peas, beans, and lent�ls.
On Bebel day the �ncreased meat rat�on and the free glass of beer
wh�ch had been looked for were consp�cuous by the�r absence. The
str�ctest economy extends even to the matter of pepper, salt, and
sp�ces. On all hands there are compla�nts that the tastelessness and
sameness of the d�shes are such as to produce nausea, even �n



those who have the most robust appet�tes. What l�ttle conversat�on
there �s at meal t�mes tends more and more �n the d�rect�on of talk
about s�ckness and �nternal compla�nts.
So far as appearances seem to �nd�cate, our populat�on, �n sp�te of
the cons�derable em�grat�on wh�ch has taken place, may count upon
a rap�d �ncrease as a result of the undertak�ng on the part of the
State to br�ng up all ch�ldren free of cost. But notw�thstand�ng th�s, no
measures are taken to meet the demand, and even here �n Berl�n
there �s scarcely any bu�ld�ng go�ng on. Even the most �nd�spensable
repa�rs are constantly be�ng postponed. No longer �s there a syllable
dropped about alterat�ons and �mprovements anywhere; about the
renewal of mach�nery and stores; about the bu�ld�ng of new m�lls, or
works, or the enlargement of old ones; or about the construct�on of
new ra�lways.
All stores for da�ly consumpt�on seem to have dw�ndled down to a
m�n�mum. The only stocks we have are of such th�ngs that there �s
l�ttle or no demand for. What other stocks there are cons�st of such
goods as we formerly sent abroad, but wh�ch there �s now, espec�ally
�n soc�al�st�c countr�es, no longer any sale for. These goods are
gloves, s�lks, velvets, p�anos, w�nes, embro�dered and fancy goods,
etc. etc. All such art�cles may now be had �n the home-markets at
less than cost pr�ce, for the mere sake of gett�ng r�d of them.
From month to month the def�c�t seems to grow greater �nstead of
less, �n sp�te of all attempts to grapple w�th the d�ff�culty. Even the
stocks of raw mater�al and aux�l�ary mater�al beg�n to show s�gns of
not be�ng long able to keep the var�ous works fully go�ng. Fore�gn
merchants everywhere have ceased send�ng any goods to Germany
on cred�t, or otherw�se than aga�nst an �mmed�ate exchange of
goods to the same value.
Unprom�s�ng as th�s state of affa�rs looks, the Government cannot
really be reproached w�th hav�ng regulated consumpt�on w�thout a
due amount of prev�ous forethought. From the statement made at
the open�ng of the new Parl�ament, �t seems that, from pretty
accurate calculat�ons made, the value of the ent�re product�v�ty of the
country, �mmed�ately anter�or to the Revolut�on, had been from 17 to



18 m�ll�ards of marks annually. The Government took th�s as a bas�s,
and d�d not even calculate on any poss�ble �ncrease �n the value of
the nat�on’s product�v�ty under a new system of th�ngs. It s�mply went
on the assumpt�on that th�s value would rema�n at least the same,
and would not d�m�n�sh through the max�mum work�ng-day be�ng
f�xed at e�ght hours. The calculat�on of the amount of consumpt�on
per head of the populat�on was based upon th�s assumpt�on. But
even �f the Government had proved r�ght, �t �s qu�te ev�dent that the
major�ty of the nat�on has so far not been placed on a better foot�ng,
but on a worse one, than �t was �n before the great Revolut�on, to say
noth�ng of all the restr�ct�ons placed upon personal and commerc�al
l�berty.
A short t�me, however, suff�ced to show that the value of the nat�on’s
product�veness sank down to one-th�rd of what �t had formerly been.
From 18 m�ll�ard marks a year �t went down to s�x m�ll�ards, or from
one and a half m�ll�ards per month to half a m�ll�ard. In th�s way we
have a def�c�t of a m�ll�ard per month. In four months th�s amounts to
a loss equal to the war contr�but�on wh�ch France had to pay to
Germany �n the great war of past days.
What w�ll th�s land us �n? and where are we to look for help? The
next s�tt�ng of Parl�ament �s awa�ted w�th cons�derable exc�tement
and �nterest, as the Chancellor �ntends then to go �nto the reasons of
the def�c�t.



CHAPTER XXVIII.
DOMESTIC AFFAIRS.

I f�nd myself st�ll qu�te sol�tary at home, a th�ng I have never known
s�nce I was a s�ngle young man.
My poor w�fe st�ll l�ngers on at the hosp�tal, and the doctor lately
asked me to make as few v�s�ts as I poss�bly could to her, so that she
m�ght be kept from all exc�tement. For she no sooner sees me than
she throws her arms pass�onately round my neck, as though I had
just been rescued from some alarm�ng danger. When I have to leave
her there �s a renewal of these ag�tat�ng scenes, and �t �s long before
she can reconc�le herself to the �dea of my go�ng. After the
conversat�ons we have had together, her thoughts naturally wander
back to me and the other members of the fam�ly; and the more she
suffers them to run �n th�s groove the more anx�ety and uncerta�nty
does she feel on our account. She �s constantly fancy�ng us exposed
to all k�nds of dreadful persecut�ons and per�ls, and �s afra�d of never
see�ng us more. The shock her system susta�ned through the death
of our l�ttle daughter, and through the events connected w�th the
fl�ght of Franz and Agnes, st�ll affects her most severely.
My w�sh was to consult our former doctor on her case. He knows her
system thoroughly well, as he has attended her, when occas�on
requ�red, ever s�nce our marr�age. When I called upon h�m he had
just returned from a youthful su�c�de, whom he had �n va�n
endeavoured to call back to l�fe. He told me he was extremely sorry
to say that h�s e�ght hours max�mum work�ng-day had just exp�red,
and that such be�ng the case, he was unable, although much aga�nst
h�s w�ll, and �n sp�te of the fr�endsh�p between us, to g�ve any more
med�cal adv�ce on that day. He told me that he had already, on two
occas�ons, been denounced by a younger colleague, who was not
able to render a suff�c�ent number of coupons to the State Book-
keep�ng Department, to prove that he had been engaged
profess�onally for e�ght hours each day. Th�s young man had la�d an



�nformat�on aga�nst h�m for exceed�ng the hours of labour, and he
had been heav�ly f�ned for over-product�on.
Comment�ng upon the case he had just returned from, the old
gentleman enlarged upon the fr�ghtful �ncrease �n the number of
su�c�des �n the soc�al�st�c Commun�ty. I asked h�m whether th�s one
had been a case of unrequ�ted love. He repl�ed �n the negat�ve, but
went on to say that such cases d�d somet�mes occur, prec�sely as
formerly, as �t would scarcely do to proh�b�t women by act of
Parl�ament from reject�ng proposals wh�ch were not agreeable to
them. The old gentleman who, �n h�s younger days, had been an
army surgeon, attr�buted the �ncrease �n the number of su�c�des to
other causes. He told me he had frequently observed that a
cons�derable number of such su�c�des as took place �n the army
arose from the s�mple fact that many young men, although they felt
perfectly content �n all other respects, found the unaccustomed
restra�nts of m�l�tary l�fe utterly unbearable. These young men found
l�fe under such c�rcumstances unendurable, even although they
knew that �n the course of two or three years they would return to
the�r accustomed freedom. Hence, �t was no wonder, he cont�nued,
that the �rksome and l�fe-long restr�ct�ons of personal freedom wh�ch
have resulted from the new organ�sat�on of product�on and
consumpt�on, together w�th the �dea of the absolute soc�al equal�ty of
all, should have had the effect w�th many persons, and those by no
means of an �nfer�or order, of so far robb�ng l�fe of all �ts charms, that
at last they had recourse to su�c�de as the only way of escape from
the restra�nts of a dreary and monotonous ex�stence, wh�ch all the�r
efforts were powerless to alter. It �s very poss�ble the old gentleman
�s not altogether �n the wrong.
It �s cheer�ng to reflect that we have good news from Franz and
Agnes �n Amer�ca. Th�s �s the only ray of sunsh�ne �n my l�fe. They
wr�te that they have already left the board�ng-house �n New York, �n
wh�ch they stayed �mmed�ately after the�r marr�age, and have
managed to get a humble l�ttle home together. Through be�ng an
excellent hand at h�s trade, and through h�s honourable character,
Franz has become foreman �n a f�rst-class pr�nt�ng concern. Agnes
works for a large m�ll�nery establ�shment, and �t seems that the



wages �n th�s branch have gone up cons�derably �n Amer�ca s�nce
the compet�t�on on the part of Germany has fallen so ser�ously �n
arrears. Thus, by economy, they are enabled to buy one th�ng after
another for the�r cosy home. Franz was terr�bly upset by the news of
h�s l�ttle s�ster’s death, and he much wants me to send Ernst over to
h�m, and prom�ses to prov�de for h�s future.
No words could descr�be how sorry I feel for Ernst at h�s school. And,
�n fact, as a general th�ng, one hears noth�ng but unfavourable
accounts of these schools, more part�cularly of those wh�ch are
occup�ed by young men of from e�ghteen to twenty-one years of age.
These young men all know that upon the complet�on of the�r twenty-
f�rst year, �rrespect�ve of what they have learnt, or whether they have
learnt much or l�ttle, prec�sely the same fate awa�ts them all. They
know they w�ll f�nd exactly the same course prescr�bed for them that
�s prescr�bed for all al�ke, and that no efforts or talents w�ll ever ava�l
to enable them to pass beyond that prescr�bed course. They know,
further, that the fact of the�r tastes ly�ng �n th�s or that part�cular
d�rect�on, affords not the sl�ghtest guarantee of the�r rece�v�ng an
appo�ntment �n accordance w�th those tastes, or even �n any
approx�mate accordance w�th them. The result �s, that almost w�thout
except�on they run �nto all sorts of extravagance and excess, so that
lately such severe measures had to be taken for keep�ng them w�th�n
bounds as could scarcely be surpassed �n reformator�es.
But �n sp�te of all th�s, I dare not yet venture to wh�sper a word to
Ernst about fl�ght. Even �f I could dev�se a sure way of gett�ng the
young fellow on board a fore�gn vessel, and suppos�ng I had any
means of recoup�ng Franz for the expense of the journey, I should
st�ll feel �ncapable of tak�ng such a dec�s�ve step for Ernst’s future,
w�thout h�s mother’s full acqu�escence. And to talk to her of such a
th�ng, �n her present frame of m�nd, m�ght be her death.



CHAPTER XXIX.
A STORMY PARLIAMENTARY SITTING.

I have not been �n the House s�nce the debate on the sav�ngs bank
quest�on. It w�ll be remembered that th�s was pr�or to the recent
general elect�on, and that the House, or as �t was styled, the
Comm�ttee of Government, was then composed exclus�vely of those
members of the Soc�al�st party who had sat before the Revolut�on,
the seats of all the members of the var�ous other part�es hav�ng been
declared vacant, �n cons�derat�on of the fact that all such members
had been returned through the �nfluence of cap�tal. To-day, however,
the newly elected opponents of Soc�al�sm sat �n the�r places,
occupy�ng the ent�re left s�de of the House, and number�ng about
one-th�rd of the seats.
The only lady member who has been returned, the Chancellor’s w�fe,
sat �n the m�ddle of the front Oppos�t�on bench. She �s a f�ne, dash�ng
woman, w�th plenty of energy: to my th�nk�ng she was perhaps a tr�fle
coquett�shly att�red for the occas�on. She followed her husband’s
speech w�th marked attent�on, at one t�me nodd�ng approval, and at
another shak�ng her head—she wore r�nglets, and had red r�bbons �n
her ha�r—to denote d�ssent.
The Government s�de of the House lay under a very apparent cloud
of depress�on, result�ng from the news of the large def�c�t. The
Oppos�t�on, on the other hand, was very l�vely �n �ts sall�es. The
strangers’ galler�es were densely packed, the number of women
present be�ng espec�ally large, and the exc�tement everywhere
cons�derable.
A debate on the cond�t�on of the nat�onal f�nances was down for the
order of the day, and I w�ll endeavour to reproduce here the ma�n
po�nts of the debate as to the causes of the great def�c�t. The f�rst
speaker was
The Chancellor—“The fact of a cons�derable d�m�nut�on �n product�ve
values hav�ng taken place �n our country, a d�m�nut�on so great that



those values are now only one-th�rd of what they were before the
great Revolut�on, �s a fact that �t �ll becomes us e�ther to be-laugh or
to be-weep, but wh�ch we must all endeavour to grasp and to
comprehend. Prom�nent amongst the causes of that retrogress�on
are the opponents of our soc�al�st�c system.”
The Member for Hagen, on the Left—“Oh, oh.”
The Chancellor—“I need scarcely rem�nd the Member for Hagen that
�n order to establ�sh Soc�al�sm �n the country, we have been under
the necess�ty of �ncreas�ng the pol�ce force more than tenfold. In
add�t�on to th�s, we have seen the exped�ency of doubl�ng the
strength of the navy, and of the stand�ng army, so that these forces
m�ght be �n a pos�t�on to render adequate support to the pol�ce �n
the�r work of ma�nta�n�ng order and prevent�ng em�grat�on, and m�ght
also const�tute a suff�c�ent bulwark aga�nst dangers from abroad.
Furthermore, the declar�ng vo�d all State bonds and values on the
part of the var�ous soc�al�st�c governments of Europe, has
necessar�ly affected whatever German cap�tal was �nvested �n those
countr�es, and �n th�s way greatly tended to lessen our �ncome. Our
export trade has fallen off to an alarm�ng extent, partly ow�ng to the
Soc�al�st order of th�ngs wh�ch now re�gns supreme �n many
countr�es, and partly to the avers�on wh�ch the bourgeo�s nat�ons
show to our manufactur�ng system. In respect of these var�ous
causes �t can hardly be ant�c�pated that there w�ll be much alterat�on
�n the future.
“A fru�tful cause, �n our v�ew, of the great fall�ng-off �n the nat�on’s
product�ve power has been the release of young and old persons
from the obl�gat�on to labour (hear, hear, from the Left), and the
shorten�ng of the hours of labour. (Uproar.) We are also further of
op�n�on that the abol�t�on of all p�ece-work has, undoubtedly,
contr�buted to a d�m�nut�on of manufacture. (Hear, hear, from the
Left). One result of the demoral�s�ng effects of the former state of
soc�ety �s, that, unfortunately, the consc�ousness of the
�nd�spensable necess�ty that �s la�d upon all persons al�ke, �n a
soc�al�st�c commun�ty, to labour, has not even yet penetrated the bulk
of the people to such an extent (d�ssent from the R�ght), that we
should feel just�f�ed �n not lay�ng before you the measure we are



about to �ntroduce, v�z. a b�ll to extend the max�mum work�ng-day to
twelve hours. (Sensat�on.) In add�t�on to th�s, we propose—at least
as a prov�s�onal measure, and unt�l such t�me as a sat�sfactory
balance shall have been restored—to extend the obl�gat�on to work
to all persons between the ages of fourteen and seventy-f�ve, �nstead
of, as h�therto, to those between the ages of twenty-one and s�xty-
f�ve. (Hear, hear, from the Left.) We shall, however, �n these
arrangements, make prov�s�on for afford�ng fac�l�t�es to talented
young persons for the�r further culture, and shall also take care that
decrep�t persons are engaged �n a k�nd of labour that shall not
m�l�tate aga�nst the�r state of health.
“In the next place, we are strongly of op�n�on that a pla�ner and less
expens�ve system of nat�onal nour�shment than has h�therto been
adopted (d�ssent from the R�ght) would very mater�ally a�d �n
reduc�ng the def�c�t. Carefully conducted �nvest�gat�ons wh�ch we
have recently made have fully establ�shed the fact that, prov�d�ng the
rat�ons of potatoes and vegetables be �ncreased �n a proport�onate
degree, the customary one-th�rd of a pound of meat �s by no means
a requ�s�te �ngred�ent of the ch�ef meal of the day, but that one-tenth
of a pound of meat, or fat, �s abundantly suff�c�ent.”
The Member for Hagen—“In Ploezensee!”[1]

The Pres�dent—“I must request the Member for Hagen to
d�scont�nue these �nterrupt�ons.” (Applause from the R�ght.)
The Chancellor—“It �s a well-known fact that there are many
est�mable persons—I allude to those persons who are styled
vegetar�ans—who hold not only that meat may very well be
d�spensed w�th altogether, but that �t �s pos�t�vely �njur�ous to the
human system. (Uproar from the R�ght.)
“One of the ma�n sources, however, from wh�ch we calculate upon
effect�ng economy, �s the plac�ng of narrower bounds to �nd�v�dual
capr�ce as man�fested �n the purchase of art�cles. A measure of th�s
nature �s a necessary and log�cal step �n the d�rect�on of soc�al
equal�ty, and we hope, by �ts means, to put an end to the �rrat�onal
rule of supply and demand wh�ch even nowadays to a great extent
obta�ns, and wh�ch so much tends to place obstacles �n the way of



product�on, and to ra�se the pr�ce of th�ngs correspond�ngly. The
Commun�ty produces, let us say, art�cles of consumpt�on, furn�ture,
clothes, and so on. But the demand for these art�cles �s regulated by
the merest freak or capr�ce—call �t fash�on, taste, or whatever you
l�ke.”
The Chancellor’s lady—“Oh, oh.”
The Chancellor hes�tated a moment, and sought by means of a glass
of water to calm h�s ev�dent �rr�tat�on at th�s �nterrupt�on. He then
cont�nued—
“I repeat, the capr�ce of fash�on �s d�rected only too frequently, not to
those art�cles wh�ch are already �n stock, but to some new-fangled
th�ng wh�ch takes the fancy of the moment. As a result of th�s, those
goods wh�ch are manufactured and exposed for sale by the
Commun�ty become often so-called shop-veterans, or they spo�l—�n
short, fa�l to fulf�l the purpose for wh�ch they were produced; and all
th�s, forsooth, just because these goods do not qu�te take the fancy
of Mr. and Mrs. X. Y. Z. Now I put the quest�on to you: are we
just�f�ed �n so far y�eld�ng to the capr�ces of such persons, that we
offer them a cho�ce of var�ous goods to one and the same �dent�cal
end—such as nour�shment, furn�sh�ng, and att�re—�n order that Mr.
and Mrs. X. may l�ve, and dress, and furn�sh the�r house d�fferently
from Mr. and Mrs. Y.? Just reflect how vastly all processes of
manufacture would be cheapened �f, �n place of hav�ng any var�ety �n
goods wh�ch are dest�ned to fulf�l the same purpose, all such art�cles
were l�m�ted to a few patterns, or, better st�ll, �f they were all made on
one s�ngle pattern. All losses ar�s�ng from goods be�ng left on hand
as unsaleable, would be avo�ded �f �t were, once for all, def�n�tely
understood that Mr. and Mrs. X. Y. Z. had to d�ne, and att�re
themselves, and furn�sh the�r houses �n that manner wh�ch had been
prescr�bed by the State.
“Hence, lady and gentlemen, the Government contemplates shortly
subm�tt�ng to your cons�derat�on plans for regulat�ng your other
meals �n a manner s�m�lar to that wh�ch was adopted from the f�rst for
the regulat�on of the ch�ef meal of the day. It w�ll also tend to promote
more real soc�al equal�ty �f all household goods and chattels, such as



bedd�ng, tables, cha�rs, wardrobes, l�nen, etc. etc., be declared the
property of the State. By means of each separate dwell�ng be�ng
furn�shed by the State w�th these var�ous requ�s�tes, all after one
�dent�cal pattern, and all rema�n�ng as a permanent part of each
dwell�ng, the trouble and expense of removal are done away w�th.
And only then, when we shall have advanced thus far, shall we be �n
a pos�t�on to approach, at least approx�mately, the pr�nc�ple of
equal�ty as respects the quest�on of dwell�ng-houses, no matter how
d�fferent the�r s�tuat�ons and advantages. Th�s problem we propose
to solve by a un�versal fresh draw�ng of lots from quarter to quarter.
In th�s way, the chances wh�ch everybody has to w�n a n�ce su�te of
apartments on the f�rst-floor front are renewed every quarter of a
year. (Laughter from the Left. Applause here and there from the
R�ght.)
“As an add�t�onal a�d to the promot�on of equal�ty, we propose that �n
future all persons shall att�re themselves �n garments whose cut,
mater�al, and colour, �t w�ll be the prov�nce of th�s House to determ�ne
beforehand. The length of t�me dur�ng wh�ch all garments are to be
worn w�ll also be f�xed w�th prec�s�on.”
The Chancellor’s lady—“Never, never.”
The d�ssent shown by th�s member was taken up by var�ous lad�es �n
the strangers’ galler�es.
The Pres�dent—“All marks of approval or d�sapproval from the
strangers’ galler�es are str�ctly proh�b�ted.”
The Chancellor—“I w�sh not to be m�sunderstood. We do not
contemplate carry�ng equal�ty �n dress to such a length that all
d�vers�t�es w�ll be ent�rely abol�shed. On the contrary, we suggest the
wear�ng of var�ous badges as marks whereby the lad�es and
gentlemen of the d�fferent prov�nces, towns, and trades, may read�ly
be d�st�ngu�shed from each other at a glance. An arrangement of th�s
k�nd w�ll mater�ally fac�l�tate the surve�llance of �nd�v�dual persons on
the part of the checkers appo�nted by the State for that purpose
(hear, hear, from the Left,) and w�ll thus render the present
unavo�dable �ncrease �n the number of those checkers less large
than would otherw�se have been the case. As you are aware, the



number of checkers h�therto has been �n the rat�o of one to f�fty of the
populat�on. But w�th the a�d of the arrangement just proposed, the
Government �s of op�n�on that the appo�ntment of one checker to
every th�rty of the populat�on w�ll abundantly suff�ce to make our
country an orderly one �n the truest sense of the word, (d�sturbance
and cr�es of ‘Tyranny’ from the Left; the Pres�dent touched h�s gong
and requested order,) and to ensure on the part of all a r�gorous
observance of the laws and regulat�ons respect�ng the tak�ng of
meals, style of dress, manner of l�v�ng, and so on.
“Th�s �s our programme. Should �t meet w�th your approval, we doubt
not that a v�gorous carry�ng out of the same w�ll soon have the effect
of do�ng away w�th the def�c�t, and of lead�ng the country, on the
bas�s of soc�al equal�ty, to un�mag�ned he�ghts of prosper�ty and
happ�ness, proport�onate to the degree �n wh�ch, �n the course of
t�me, �t shakes off and tr�umphs over the demoral�s�ng effects of a
former state of soc�ety.” (Applause from the R�ght; groans and h�sses
from the Left.)
The Pres�dent—“Before proceed�ng to d�scuss the measures wh�ch
have been unfolded by the Chancellor, �t would be well for such
members as may des�re fuller �nformat�on on any of the po�nts
not�ced, to ava�l themselves of the present opportun�ty to d�rect short
quer�es to the Chancellor.”
The Chancellor sa�d he was prepared to answer at once any
quest�ons wh�ch m�ght be addressed to h�m.
A member of the Government party w�shed the Chancellor to be
more expl�c�t respect�ng the form �t was proposed to g�ve to the
morn�ng and even�ng meals; and he further asked whether the
measures contemplated would have any retrogress�ve effect upon
the value of the coupons compos�ng the money-cert�f�cates.
The Chancellor—“I am thankful to the last speaker for hav�ng called
my attent�on to several om�ss�ons �n my statement. W�th a v�ew to
prevent�ng all overload�ng of the d�gest�ve organs, we propose to
reduce the bread rat�ons for adults from one pound and a half per
d�em to one pound. The large amount of starch wh�ch �s a
const�tuent part of wheat �s part�cularly l�able to fermentat�on, wh�ch,



as exper�ence has shown, frequently results �n unpleasant �nternal
d�sorders. In add�t�on to th�s bread rat�on, and wh�ch, as a matter of
course, serves for the whole day, each person w�ll rece�ve one
hundred and f�fty gra�ns of unroasted coffee, and a quarter of a p�nt
of sk�mmed m�lk for breakfast. Th�s w�ll y�eld one p�nt of coffee. The
Government �s fully conv�nced that a consc�ent�ous adherence to
these proport�ons w�ll result �n the product�on of a compound wh�ch
w�ll be free from those heat�ng and deleter�ous effects wh�ch
frequently accompany the use of coffee as a beverage. (Laughter
from the Left.)
“The even�ng meal w�ll be composed of a p�nt and a half of soup for
each adult, care be�ng taken to secure due var�ety, so that these
soups may not pall upon the taste. R�ce soup, meal soup, barley
soup, bread soup, and potato soup w�ll alternate w�th each other;
and �n order to obta�n st�ll more var�ety, half a p�nt of sk�mmed m�lk
w�ll occas�onally be subst�tuted for the soup rat�on. On the three ch�ef
pol�t�cal hol�days of the year—the b�rthdays of Bebel, Lassalle, and
L�ebknecht—each adult person w�ll rece�ve half a pound of meat,
and a p�nt of beer for d�nner.
“I om�tted to ment�on, too, that once a week there w�ll be an
augmentat�on of each adult person’s rat�on by the add�t�on of a
herr�ng. Those persons who prefer to consume the�r herr�ng at the
even�ng meal are at l�berty to do so; and, �ndeed, th�s plan has much
to commend �t, see�ng that the m�d-day meal �s already enr�ched by
one-tenth of a pound of meat.
“Such are the proposals wh�ch we subm�t to Parl�ament for �ts
sanct�on. In attempt�ng to formulate the nour�shment of the people on
s�mple and natural pr�nc�ples, we have been gu�ded by the
cons�derat�on that such a system would place us �n a pos�t�on to
export all our most valuable products, such as game and poultry,
hams, h�ghly esteemed vegetables, the cho�cer k�nds of f�sh, w�ne,
and so forth. By th�s means we calculate upon pay�ng the b�ll for
such �mports as we requ�re for the sustenance of the people, more
part�cularly corn and coffee.



“As regards the money-cert�f�cates, �t goes w�thout say�ng that an
extended appl�cat�on of the plan of supply�ng the people w�th goods
must of necess�ty have an effect on the value of the coupons
correspond�ng to such appl�cat�on. It �s also contemplated �n future to
supply every dwell�ng w�th f�r�ng and l�ght�ng at a f�xed rate, wh�ch w�ll
be deducted from the money-cert�f�cates. S�m�larly, all wash�ng—
naturally up to a certa�n max�mum l�m�t—w�ll be done at the State
wash�ng establ�shments w�thout any d�rect charge be�ng made.
“Under these c�rcumstances, and see�ng that people w�ll have
everyth�ng found for them, the Government turned �ts attent�on to a
cons�derat�on of the amount �t would be jud�c�ous and prudent to f�x
for each person’s pr�vate expenses, for what, �n fact, �s fam�l�arly
des�gnated pocket-money, and �t appeared to us that for such sundry
outlays as would be �nvolved �n the purchase of an occas�onal l�ttle
extra �n the way of eat�ng and dr�nk�ng, of tobacco, soap, �n
amusements or occas�onal tr�ps; �n short, �n procur�ng all that the
heart could w�sh, we should not be wrong �n go�ng to the extent of a
mark per head for every ten days. (Laughter from the Left.) It must
be understood that the appl�cat�on of th�s mark �s not to be subject to
the sl�ghtest l�m�tat�on, or to any sort of off�c�al control. It w�ll thus be
apparent that we are far from des�r�ng to unduly restr�ct �nd�v�dual
freedom when mov�ng �n leg�t�mate spheres.”
A member of the Party of Freedom w�shed to know the �ntent�ons of
the Government �n regard to the greater d�lator�ness and lass�tude �n
the performance of labour, wh�ch would presumably ensue upon the
lengthen�ng of the work�ng-day to twelve hours. He also asked for an
express�on of the Government’s v�ews on the quest�on of an
�ncrease of the populat�on.
The Chancellor—“As regards offences aga�nst the obl�gat�on to work,
the Government recogn�ses the fact that the extens�on of the hours
of labour to twelve hours renders a further elaborat�on of the system
of penalt�es �mperat�vely necessary; and �t proposes to effect th�s
elaborat�on through a var�ety of means. Amongst others, I ment�on
the removal of the bed for sl�ghter transgress�ons; arrest,
�ncarcerat�on �n the dark cell, and the lash for repeated offences.”
(H�sses from the strangers’ galler�es.)



The Pres�dent threatened to have the galler�es cleared forthw�th �f h�s
warn�ngs were aga�n d�sregarded.
The Chancellor—“Let me not be m�sunderstood as regards the lash.
We should not be d�sposed to recommend the appl�cat�on of more
than th�rty strokes. The end wh�ch the Government seeks by these
means to atta�n �s to develop the recogn�t�on of the necess�ty of
labour, even �n those who const�tut�onally rebel aga�nst the doctr�ne.
“As respects an �ncrease of the populat�on, we hold f�rmly to Bebel’s
pr�nc�ple �n the ma�n, that the State must regard the advent of every
ch�ld as a welcome add�t�on to the cause of Soc�al�sm. (Applause
from the R�ght.) But even here �t w�ll be necessary to draw the l�ne
somewhere, and we can never aga�n allow an unreasonable
�ncrease of populat�on to upset the del�cately-adjusted equ�l�br�um
wh�ch w�ll be establ�shed by the passage of the proposed measures.
Hence, as we shall have an opportun�ty of more clearly show�ng
when the debate on the budget comes on, we reckon upon largely
us�ng the system employed for nour�sh�ng the people as an
�nstrument for regulat�ng populat�on. Here�n we shall be follow�ng a
h�nt we are grateful to Bebel for. Bebel sa�d, w�th no less beauty than
truth, that Soc�al�sm �s a sc�ence wh�ch �s appl�ed w�th unwaver�ng
purpose and �nflex�ble steadfastness of a�m to every sphere of
human act�v�ty.” (Loud applause from the R�ght.)
The Pres�dent—“As no member seems des�rous of ask�ng any more
quest�ons of the Chancellor, we can at once proceed to d�scuss the
matters before the House. I shall follow the plan of nom�nat�ng
alternately speakers from the two great part�es, the R�ght and the
Left, and shall beg�n w�th the Left. I call upon the Member for
Hagen.”
The Member for Hagen—“I feel l�ttle des�re to closely �nterrogate the
Chancellor upon the deta�ls of h�s programme. The fru�ts of the
soc�al�st�c order (so-called) of th�ngs wh�ch we have h�therto seen,
and st�ll more those wh�ch we may expect from the var�ous
measures �n prospect, are qu�te enough to f�ll the soul w�th loath�ng
and d�sgust at the cond�t�on of affa�rs wh�ch Soc�al�sm has brought
about �n Germany. (Great uproar from the R�ght; loud applause from



the Left.) Exper�ence shows that the m�serable real�t�es even
transcend what my departed predecessor pred�cted would be the
cond�t�on of th�ngs �f the soc�al�st�c programme were ever actually
real�sed. (Cr�es from the R�ght: ‘Aha, the Fals�t�es man; the Slayer of
Soc�al�sts.’) I not�ce that the gentlemen of the R�ght have never been
qu�te able to get over the ‘Fals�t�es of Soc�al�sm,’ by the departed
member, Eugene R�chter.[2] It �s only to be regretted that these
gentlemen d�d not suffer themselves to be converted from the�r
errors, so that they could now w�th unclouded v�s�on see the
connect�on that all matters of nat�onal and �nternat�onal economy
have w�th each other. Th�s annual def�c�t of twelve m�ll�ard marks
wh�ch we are now face to face w�th, means the bankruptcy of the
soc�al democracy. (Great uproar from the R�ght.) The Chancellor �s
ent�rely on the wrong track when he endeavours to make the
opponents of Soc�al�sm �n any way respons�ble for the def�c�t.
“Germany already br�stles w�th sold�ers and w�th pol�ce �n a way that
has never been the case before. But when all the affa�rs of l�fe, large
and small, w�thout except�on, shall be subject to the management of
the State, you w�ll have to reckon w�th an add�t�onal host of servants
appo�nted to see that the State’s b�dd�ng be duly carr�ed out. It �s,
unfortunately, but too true that our export trade �s �n a wretched
pl�ght, but th�s �s attr�butable solely to the utter turn�ng topsy-turvy of
product�on and consumpt�on wh�ch has taken place both here, at
home, and �n the ne�ghbour�ng soc�al�st�c countr�es. But even th�s �s
far from adequately account�ng for a def�c�t amount�ng to so many
m�ll�ards. The Chancellor cons�ders that a part of the blame attaches
to the shorten�ng of the hours of labour. But before the Revolut�on
took place, the hours of labour were on an average less than ten
hours, and �n the course of t�me th�s work�ng-day would, �n the
smooth progress of events, have become gradually shorter �n an
easy and natural way, and w�thout do�ng any sudden v�olence to
supply. We must seek the cause of the retrogress�on �n all our
manufactures, not so much �n a shorten�ng of the work�ng-day as �n
the �nfer�or qual�ty of our goods now; �n short, �n the style of loaf�ng
about (Oh, oh, from the R�ght) wh�ch has become so general. As �n
feudal t�mes, labour �s now aga�n regarded as a k�nd of v�llanage, a
slav�sh to�l. The system of g�v�ng the same remunerat�on for labours



of the most d�verse values; the absence of all prospect of better�ng
one’s cond�t�on, no matter how great one’s �ndustry and sk�ll; these
are elements wh�ch are �n�m�cal to real love of work for �ts own sake.
“Another reason why manufacture �s no longer product�ve �s, that
w�th the cessat�on of all pr�vate enterpr�se there has been a
d�sappearance of those careful c�rcumspect leaders �n the f�eld of
labour who took care that a jud�c�ous use was made of all mater�als,
and who more or less regulated supply accord�ng to demand. Your
managers of to-day lack all real and deep �nterest �n the�r work; they
lack the st�mulus wh�ch, �n bygone days, even the heads of
Government establ�shments rece�ved from the compet�t�on of pr�vate
f�rms. Th�s vast def�c�t teaches us pla�nly enough that the man of
pr�vate enterpr�se was no plunderer, and no superfluous drone, and
that even pa�nstak�ng labour, when not conducted �n an �ntell�gent
manner, may turn out to be but a mere waste of force and of
mater�al. Then aga�n, your system of work�ng everywhere on a b�g
scale, even �n cases to wh�ch th�s system does not �n the least adapt
�tself, operates to retard product�on.
“What have we come to? In endeavour�ng to get r�d of the
d�sadvantages of the soc�al�st�c method of manufacture, you place
such restr�ct�ons on the freedom of the person, and of commerce,
that you turn Germany �nto one g�gant�c pr�son. (Great uproar from
the R�ght; applause from the Left and from the galler�es. The
Pres�dent threatened to have the galler�es cleared at once �f there
were any more man�festat�ons of feel�ng.) The compell�ng of all al�ke
to work; the equal�ty of the work�ng hours for all; the forc�ng of
persons to certa�n k�nds of labour utterly regardless of the�r w�shes
and tastes; these are th�ngs wh�ch we had h�therto had no
exper�ence of outs�de the walls of pen�tent�ar�es. And even �n those
�nst�tut�ons, the more �ndustr�ous and sk�lful �nmates had the
opportun�ty g�ven them of earn�ng a tr�fle �n the way of someth�ng
extra. The s�m�lar�ty to pr�son l�fe �s further ma�nta�ned through the
system of each person’s hav�ng to occupy a certa�n dwell�ng, just as
pr�soners have the�r cells apport�oned to them. The f�xtures wh�ch
are to form an �nseparable port�on of each dwell�ng st�ll further
enhance the resemblance to gaol l�fe. Fam�l�es are torn asunder. And



�f �t were not for the fear of Soc�al�sm dy�ng out, you would altogether
separate husband and w�fe, as �s done �n the lock-up.
“And as �t �s �n respect of labour so �s �t �n regard to rest; and every
member of th�s soc�al�st�c Commun�ty �s t�ed down to the same
prescr�bed nour�shment. I was just�f�ed �n call�ng out ‘Ploezensee,’ as
the Chancellor enl�ghtened us as to h�s b�ll of fare. I w�ll almost
venture to say that the food d�spensed �n former t�mes to the �nmates
of the pr�son was better than that wh�ch �t �s now proposed to feed
the nat�on on. In order that noth�ng may be want�ng to complete the
resemblance to a gaol, we have now the same un�form clothes
proposed. Overseers are already prov�ded �n the persons of the
numerous checkers; sent�nels, too, are posted to see that those who
are condemned to Soc�al�sm shall not escape across the front�ers. In
our pr�sons the work�ng-day was a ten hours one, not a twelve hours
one. Pun�shment by the lash, wh�ch you have to �ntroduce as an a�d
�n establ�sh�ng the twelve hours work�ng-day, was no longer resorted
to �n many pr�sons, because �t was felt �t could be d�spensed w�th. To
those �n gaol there was, at least, the poss�b�l�ty of an act of pardon,
wh�ch m�ght some day open a path to l�berty, even to those who had
been condemned to l�fe-long �mpr�sonment. But those who are
handed over to your soc�al�st�c pr�son are sentenced for l�fe w�thout
hope of escape; the only escape thence �s su�c�de. (Sensat�on.)
“Your explanat�on of all th�s �s, that we are at present �n a state of
trans�t�on. Noth�ng of the sort. Th�ngs w�ll get worse and worse the
longer the present system lasts. H�therto you have only descended
the topmost steps of those wh�ch lead to the abyss. The l�ght of day
st�ll reaches you on those upper steps, but you turn away from �t.
Whatever culture �s now extant, whatever school�ng, and pract�ce,
and sk�ll, are all due to former systems of soc�ety. But �n our
soc�al�st�c schools of to-day, both elementary, advanced, and
techn�cal, our young people make no progress at all, not from any
lack of t�me, or means of �nstruct�on, but merely because no one
feels that he �s absolutely bound to acqu�re certa�n th�ngs as
stepp�ng stones to future success �n l�fe.
“You l�ve upon the cap�tal of culture and of wealth wh�ch descended
to you as the result of former arrangements of soc�ety. So far are



you, however, from putt�ng by anyth�ng, and from prov�d�ng for
�mprovements and add�t�ons, that you cannot even properly ma�nta�n
such possess�ons as we have, but suffer them to fall �nto decay.
There are now no means to keep all these th�ngs �ntact, because �n
destroy�ng the hope of prof�t, wh�ch �nduced cap�tal�sts to engage �n
enterpr�ses, you s�multaneously prevented all further format�on of
cap�tal, wh�ch �n �ts turn would aga�n have led to new undertak�ngs.
“All h�gher development of the facult�es, no less than all mater�al
progress, �s at a stand-st�ll s�nce the abol�t�on of free compet�t�on.
Self-�nterest used to sharpen the w�ts of �nd�v�duals, and br�ng out
the�r �nvent�veness. But the emulat�on of the many who strove �n the
same f�eld of labour, constantly operated to make common property
of the ach�evements of �nd�v�duals.
“All the proposals of the Chancellor w�ll prove as powerless �n
mak�ng good the vast def�c�t, as our attempted organ�sat�on, some
years ago, of product�on and consumpt�on �n our pr�sons proved
powerless to cover even a th�rd part of the current expenses of those
places. In a very short t�me, �n sp�te of the Chancellor’s programme,
you w�ll f�nd yourselves face to face w�th a new and a greater def�c�t.
Hence I counsel you not to be too greatly elated at the advent of
ch�ldren as be�ng welcome add�t�ons to Soc�al�sm. On the contrary,
cons�der rather how you may best promote a d�m�nut�on of
populat�on. For �t �s qu�te certa�n that, even w�th the beggarly style of
nour�shment wh�ch the Chancellor �s compelled to place �n prospect
for us, Germany, on the bas�s of the present order of th�ngs, w�ll be
able permanently to support but a very th�n and sparse populat�on.
The same appl�es, of course, to the ne�ghbour�ng Soc�al�st countr�es.
The �nexorable law of self-preservat�on w�ll hence compel the
Soc�al�sts on th�s s�de, and on that s�de, to engage �n a deadly
struggle, wh�ch w�ll last unt�l that superflu�ty of populat�on, wh�ch can
only be supported by such forms and systems as you have uprooted,
shall have succumbed.
“So far as I am aware, the hope that Bebel once expressed �s not yet
any nearer �ts accompl�shment—the hope, namely, that �n the course
of t�me the desert of Sahara would, by means of �rr�gat�on, be turned
�nto fru�tful d�str�cts, and prove a favourable colon�s�ng ground to



wh�ch to draft off the surplus Soc�al�st populat�on of Europe. I take �t,
too, that there �s as yet no great l�k�ng on the part of those of your
s�de �n pol�t�cs who are superfluous here, to follow the other
propos�t�on wh�ch Bebel was once good enough to suggest as an
outlet for surplus populat�on. That suggest�on was the settl�ng �n the
north of Norway, and �n S�ber�a. (Laughter from the Left.)
“Whether or not �t �s poss�ble to make a halt �n the path of progress
to destruct�on, wh�ch we have entered upon, I should scarcely care
to venture to say. Many m�ll�ards �n value have already been
destroyed by the Revolut�on, and �t would aga�n requ�re the sacr�f�ce
of m�ll�ards to restore someth�ng l�ke order to the present
d�sorgan�sed cond�t�on of affa�rs.
“Wh�lst we �n old Europe, thanks to your efforts, are fast hasten�ng to
ru�n and destruct�on, there ar�ses on the other s�de of the ocean,
ever m�ght�er and wealth�er, a power that �s settled on the f�rm bas�s
of personal property and free compet�t�on, and whose c�t�zens have
never ser�ously enterta�ned the fals�t�es of Soc�al�sm.
“Every day that we delay the extr�cat�on of our country from the
wretched maze �nto wh�ch an aberrat�on of m�nd has led �t, takes us
nearer and nearer to the abyss. Hence I say, ‘Down w�th the
soc�al�st�c gaol reg�me! Long l�ve L�berty.’” (Loud applause from the
Left and from the galler�es. H�ss�ng and uproar from the R�ght.)
The Pres�dent called the last speaker to order for the conclud�ng
remarks conta�ned �n h�s speech, and gave �nstruct�ons to clear the
galler�es �mmed�ately, by reason of the repeated man�festat�ons of
op�n�on by the occupants.
The clearance of the galler�es occas�oned no small amount of
trouble. As I had to go w�th the others, I, unfortunately, can say no
more as to the further progress of the s�tt�ng. But as the Government
has a slav�sh major�ty at �ts back, there can hardly be any doubt as
to the pass�ng of the var�ous measures proposed by the Chancellor.
Not even the �nd�gnat�on of the Chancellor’s lady at the proposed
Regulat�on of Dress B�ll w�ll have any effect �n alter�ng �t.



CHAPTER XXX.
THREATENED STRIKE.

The Chancellor’s new proposals for gett�ng r�d of the great def�c�t
have been rece�ved on all s�des �n Berl�n w�th mockery and der�s�on.
To what lengths th�s d�ssat�sfact�on may yet go there �s no foretell�ng.
For a long t�me past there has been a great sp�r�t of d�scontent
amongst the art�f�cers �n metals, and more part�cularly amongst
eng�neers. These men cla�m to have had a large share �n br�ng�ng
about the Revolut�on, and they compla�n that they are now
shamefully cheated out of what Soc�al�sm had always prom�sed
them. It certa�nly cannot be den�ed that before the great Revolut�on
they had over and over aga�n been prom�sed the full reward of the�r
labours. Th�s, as they ma�nta�n, had expressly and repeatedly
appeared �n black and wh�te �n the columns of the Onward. And shall
they now put up w�th �t, that they only rece�ve the same wages as all
the others?
They say that �f they were to rece�ve the full value of the mach�nes
and tools wh�ch are turned out of the�r shops, after deduct�ng the
cost of raw mater�al and aux�l�ary mater�al, they would get, at least,
four t�mes as much as they do now.
It �s �n va�n that the Onward has endeavoured to po�nt out to them
that the�r �nterpretat�on �s an ent�rely false one. Soc�al�sm, says th�s
organ, never contemplated g�v�ng to each labourer �n h�s spec�al f�eld
the full reward of h�s work �n that part�cular sphere of labour. It
prom�sed the nat�on as a whole the full reward of the labours
effected by the whole people. Whatever these mechan�cs m�ght turn
out of the�r shops and m�lls, �t was qu�te clear that the th�ngs turned
out were not the result purely and s�mply of hand labour. Expens�ve
mach�nes and tools were equally necessary to the�r product�on. In a
no less degree were large bu�ld�ngs and cons�derable means
�nd�spensable. All these accessor�es had not been produced by the
workmen actually engaged at the t�me be�ng. See�ng then that the
Commun�ty f�nds all these bu�ld�ngs, plans, and means, �t was



assuredly only just that the Commun�ty should appropr�ate whatever
rema�ned after pay�ng a certa�n wage calculated at one un�form rate
for all persons �n the country.
But these mechan�cs, somehow, cannot be brought to v�ew the th�ng
�n th�s l�ght. They say that �f the State, or the Commun�ty, or whatever
you l�ke to call �t, �s now to take those prof�ts wh�ch formerly were
pa�d to shareholders for the loan of the�r cap�tal, �t comes to much
the same th�ng to them �n the long run. If th�s was to be the end of
the affa�r, the great Revolut�on m�ght just as well never have taken
place at all.
The prospect of the lengthen�ng of the work�ng-day to twelve hours
has made these workmen �n the d�fferent metal trades more b�tter
than ever. Twelve hours a day at a roar�ng f�re, and at work on hard
metals, �s a d�fferent th�ng from twelve hours beh�nd a counter
wa�t�ng for customers, or twelve hours look�ng after ch�ldren.
In short, these men demand the full reward of the�r labour as they
understand the term, the work�ng-day be�ng l�m�ted to ten hours at
the very outs�de. Several large meet�ngs of the men have already
taken place at n�ght on Jungfern Common and Wuhl Common, to
debate upon the quest�on of a resort to force should the�r demands
not be conceded. There �s talk of the threatened str�ke embrac�ng
40,000 men, who are engaged �n Berl�n �n the d�fferent metal
branches.



CHAPTER XXXI.
MENACING DIPLOMATIC NOTES.

The soc�al�st�c Governments of Russ�a and France are qu�te as
much at the�r w�ts’ ends as we are to know how to overcome the
d�ff�cult�es that are constantly ar�s�ng. Hence they try to appease the
�ll-humours of the�r populat�ons by d�rect�ng attent�on to fore�gn
affa�rs. One of the f�rst acts of the soc�al�st�c governments had been
to d�ssolve the Tr�ple All�ance. Austr�a sees herself threatened at the
present moment by Italy, �n Istr�a and the Ital�an Tyrol. The
opportun�ty of Austr�a’s be�ng thus engaged on another s�de appears
a favourable one to Russ�a and France for the�r adopt�ng a h�gh tone
towards Germany. Accord�ngly, both powers have addressed
s�multaneous notes to our Fore�gn Off�ce, request�ng that w�th�n ten
days, payment be made of the amount due for goods suppl�ed.
Now, how �s �t that France comes to be �n the pos�t�on of a cred�tor of
ours? As a matter of fact, we have drawn noth�ng whatever from
France except a few m�ll�on bottles of champagne wh�ch were
empt�ed �n the f�rst �ntox�cat�on of del�ght at the success of the great
Revolut�on, and before the State had taken the regulat�on of
consumpt�on �nto �ts own hands. Russ�a, however, has had the
perf�dy to cede a part of her cla�ms on us to France, �n order to
construct a common bas�s of operat�ons aga�nst us. Our
�ndebtedness to Russ�a has now run up to over a m�ll�ard, although
our �mports of corn, wood, flax, hemp, etc., from that country have
only been the same as they were �n former t�mes. These are �mports
wh�ch we absolutely cannot do w�thout. But the unfortunate part of
the bus�ness �s, that those manufactures wh�ch we had been �n the
hab�t of send�ng to France and Russ�a, �n the way of exchange for
�mports, have of late nearly all been returned to us, on the pretence
of the�r not be�ng at all up to the mark, of the pr�ce be�ng too h�gh,
and so forth. If such a th�ng had happened to us �n former t�mes, we
should s�mply have pa�d the Russ�ans �n Russ�an bonds or the�r
coupons, of wh�ch there was then no scarc�ty �n Germany. But



hav�ng now no bonds, and no stock of noble metals to fall back
upon, we are rather bothered by the lack of a conven�ent means of
exchange.
Our good ne�ghbours are only too well aware of th�s. Hence they
take no great pa�ns �n the�r d�plomat�c notes to conceal the threat,
that �n case the cla�ms are not promptly settled, they w�ll be
compelled to take possess�on of parts of Posen and Eastern Pruss�a,
and of Alsace and Lorra�ne as pledges. Both powers expressed the�r
read�ness to wa�ve the�r cla�ms for payment, prov�ded Germany were
d�sposed to y�eld up possess�on of these prov�nces. Is not that a
p�ece of unparalleled �mpudence?
There �s no lack of well-dr�lled men, of muskets, powder, and shot �n
Germany. The former reg�me took good care to prov�de an
abundance of these mater�als. But �n other respects we are not so
well prepared; and �t seems that �n consequence of the d�m�nut�on �n
the out-put of coal, and of the dw�ndl�ng away of the stocks, there �s
a scarc�ty of th�s mater�al wh�ch would most ser�ously hamper the
transport of troops by ra�l. Great compla�nts are also made by the
m�l�tary author�t�es as to the scarc�ty of meat, flour, oats, and s�m�lar
stores.
Meant�me, France has annexed Luxemburg. At the d�ssolut�on of the
Custom’s Un�on, th�s Duchy had been, so to say, cut qu�te adr�ft. One
party �n the Duchy took advantage of the �ll-humour at the severance
of the old commerc�al relat�ons w�th Germany to call �n the French.
The latter lost no t�me �n respond�ng to the call, and they soon
reached the terr�tory by way of Longwy. It �s sa�d that French cavalry
has already been seen on the Germano-Luxemburg front�er close to
Treves.



CHAPTER XXXII.
GREAT STRIKE AND SIMULTANEOUS OUTBREAK OF WAR.

All the �ron-workers �n Berl�n and the ne�ghbourhood came out on
str�ke th�s morn�ng, upon the refusal of the�r demands to rece�ve the
full reward of the�r labour. The Government met the str�ke w�th a
prompt order to at once stop the d�nners and suppers of all those on
str�ke. In all the State cookshops the off�c�als have the str�ctest
�nstruct�ons not to honour the coupons of the �ron-workers. The same
suspens�on of the coupons appl�es to all restaurants, and all shops
whence, �n accordance w�th the Government regulat�ons, these
persons �n ord�nary t�mes der�ve the�r suppl�es. The var�ous shops
and places �n quest�on are closely watched by strong detachments of
pol�ce. By these means �t �s hoped that those on str�ke w�ll, �n a very
short t�me, be starved �nto subm�ss�on, �nasmuch as the few crumbs
and par�ngs wh�ch the�r w�ves and fr�ends w�ll be able to g�ve them
from the�r rat�ons w�ll be of very l�ttle ava�l.
There �s more bad news to follow. An order has just been �ssued to
reduce the bread rat�ons of the ent�re populat�on by one half, and to
do away w�th the meat rat�ons altogether. It �s hoped by these
measures to effect such a sav�ng as w�ll enable the Government to,
at least to some extent, prov�s�on the front�er fortresses. For, �n the
meant�me, the threatened d�stra�nts �n Germany have actually begun
to take place. From the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, French cavalry
has advanced across the German front�er, passed the Moselle, and
�nterrupted the traff�c on the Treves and D�edenhofen, and Treves
and Saarlou�s l�nes. Other d�v�s�ons of the French army, w�th
Longyon, Conflans, Pont-à-Mousson, Nancy, and Lunév�lle as the�r
bases of act�on, have crossed the Lorra�ne front�er w�th the �ntent�on
of bes�eg�ng Metz and D�edenhofen, and mak�ng a demonstrat�on �n
the d�rect�on of Morch�ngen. Both of these fortresses are stated to
have but one week’s prov�s�ons at the outs�de. The same may be
sa�d of Koen�gsberg, Thorn, and Graudenz, aga�nst wh�ch po�nts
Russ�an columns are now on the march, w�th a v�ew to se�z�ng



terr�tory as secur�ty for the�r cla�ms. The tact�cs appear to be, to
attack Eastern Pruss�a on the East, and on the South at the same
moment, so that upon �ts subjugat�on the eastern l�ne of attack upon
Germany may be much shortened on the one hand, wh�lst on the
other hand the suppl�es of horses for the German army from Eastern
Pruss�a w�ll be cut off. As far as poss�ble, the reserves hasten to the
front�er. But �t has unfortunately transp�red that there �s a great lack
of even necessary art�cles of cloth�ng for many of the reserves. In
consequence of the great fall�ng off �n manufacture �n many
branches, after the Revolut�on, large quant�t�es of undercloth�ng,
boots, and other art�cles �ntended for the army, had to be d�verted to
the c�v�l�ans, see�ng that the regular supply d�d not keep pace w�th
the demand.
But enough of th�s. I f�nd I shall henceforth be no longer able to g�ve
the same full account of events as they happen. The twelve hours
day comes �nto force to-morrow, so I shall then not have much t�me
for wr�t�ng. I propose, therefore, to f�n�sh off th�s narrat�ve as soon as
poss�ble, and to send �t to Franz and Agnes �n the New World. May �t
long rem�nd them, and the�r ch�ldren, and ch�ldren’s ch�ldren, of me
and of the present stormy t�mes, and, �ndeed, I must get �t off w�th all
poss�ble speed, or �t may be too late. I not�ce that I am regarded w�th
such �ncreas�ng susp�c�on that a search m�ght be made, and my
papers conf�scated at any moment.



CHAPTER XXXIII.
THE COUNTER-REVOLUTION BEGINS.

The �ron-workers on str�ke have no �ntent�on of be�ng starved out.
Pay�ng a v�s�t to my father-�n-law, I d�scovered on the way home that
a number of these men were about attempt�ng to storm the bread
magaz�ne. Grandfather �s located at the Refuge for Elderly People,
�nto wh�ch Bellevue Castle has been turned. The bread magaz�ne �s
just oppos�te Bellevue Castle, on the other s�de of the Spree, and
between the r�ver and the ra�lway embankment. F�nd�ng all the
entrances well secured, the men on str�ke set about cl�mb�ng over
the h�gh wall wh�ch surrounds the magaz�ne. But as soon as any of
them reached the top of the wall, they were p�cked off by the
sent�nels stat�oned �ns�de, and had thus to pay for the�r temer�ty w�th
the�r l�ves.
The men next took to the ra�lway embankment, wh�ch commands a
v�ew of the grounds round the magaz�ne. They commenced tear�ng
up the ra�ls, and cutt�ng the telegraph w�res, but the musketry-f�re
from the magaz�ne �n a short t�me k�lled and wounded so many that
the bes�eg�ng force was soon d�slodged from th�s pos�t�on.
The�r next move was to make for the houses �n Luneburg Street,
beh�nd the embankment. Hav�ng establ�shed themselves �n the top
storeys of those houses, a rattl�ng f�re soon began from the top
w�ndows on the one hand, and from the magaz�ne on the other. But �t
soon became clear that the bes�eged, though small �n po�nt of
number, were possessed both of better weapons and more
ammun�t�on.
Presently fresh detachments of the r�oters attempted from Hel�goland
quay to make a breach �n the walls surround�ng the magaz�ne. In the
meant�me, however, and qu�te unperce�ved, pol�ce re�nforcements
had been promptly brought up through the grounds of Bellevue
Castle. These re�nforcements took possess�on of the foot-br�dge,
wh�ch �s almost concealed by the ra�lway-br�dge, and from th�s
pos�t�on opened a murderous f�re upon the mass of mostly unarmed



persons on Hel�goland quay. Utter�ng w�ld cr�es of vengeance, and
leav�ng great numbers of k�lled and wounded beh�nd them, the mob
d�spersed �n all d�rect�ons. It �s sa�d that art�llery has been sent for to
cannonade Luneburg Street from the other s�de of the Spree.
Leav�ng th�s scene of carnage, I entered the Zoolog�cal Gardens w�th
the �ntent�on of mak�ng for the south-west s�de of the c�ty by a
c�rcu�tous route. The streets �n all d�rect�ons were full of people �n the
w�ldest state of exc�tement. No outrages have so far been comm�tted
�n the south-west port�on of Berl�n, but from what they say here �t
seems that the �ron-workers have been more successful �n the�r
attacks on the bread stores �n Temple Yard and �n Kopen�ck Street
than was the case w�th the Bellevue magaz�ne. They say, too, that
numerous r�fles and stores of ammun�t�on have fallen �nto the�r
hands. It �s very d�ff�cult to get hold of any really rel�able news, but
from all accounts the r�ot on the r�ght s�de of the Spree seems to be
gett�ng rap�dly general.
The pol�ce force has of late been f�xed at 30,000 men. None but
fanat�cal Soc�al�sts may serve, and these are chosen from all parts of
the country. The force �s also supported by strong detachments of
art�llery and cavalry. But they are d�spersed all over the c�ty, and
what can they, after all, effect �f the two m�ll�on �nhab�tants really r�se
�n a general revolt? The smokeless powder of nowadays greatly
fac�l�tates the tak�ng of a true a�m from an ambuscade, wh�lst the
modern form of r�fle �s s�ngularly calculated to prove serv�ceable to
those �ndoors when used under cover of the houses.
Detachments of pol�ce, some on foot and some mounted, are
cont�nually hurry�ng w�th all poss�ble speed towards the centre of the
c�ty. From all appearance the whole of the armed force ava�lable �s
be�ng drawn together �n the ne�ghbourhood of the palace and unter
den L�nden. What w�ll be the end of �t all?
And poor old grandfather? I found h�m very dull and apathet�c. In the
ent�re absence of a fam�ly c�rcle and of surround�ngs to call forth h�s
�nterest, h�s facult�es show a very marked decay. He told me the
same th�ngs several t�mes over, and repeatedly put the same
quest�ons to me wh�ch I had just before answered. He even m�xed



up the persons and generat�ons of h�s own fam�ly. A cheerless old
age �ndeed!



CHAPTER XXXIV.
DISHEARTENING NEWS.

To-day has been the saddest day of all my l�fe. On go�ng to see my
w�fe I found that she talked �ncoherently and w�ldly, and d�d not
recogn�se me. The doctor sa�d he must convey the sad �ntell�gence
to me that the death of her ch�ld and the severe shocks of the last
few months had so deeply affected her m�nd as to leave now no
prospect of recovery. She fanc�es herself constantly exposed to the
persecut�ons of all k�nds of demons. It has been held adv�sable to
send her to the Asylum for Incurables, and she �s to be taken there
to-day.
For f�ve and twenty long years we have shared all our joys and
sorrows w�th each other, and have l�ved together �n the closest
aff�n�ty, both of heart and m�nd. And now to behold the partner of my
l�fe, all dazed and bew�ldered, the dear, k�ndly eyes not even
recogn�s�ng me, �s worse than death’s separat�on.
On all s�des the storm of revolt �ncreases �n fury. But what are all
such th�ngs to me now, w�th my load of gr�ef and sorrow? There has
been some f�ght�ng �n Eastern Pruss�a, and also �n Alsace and
Lorra�ne, and our s�de has everywhere had the worst of �t. Our troops
had to contend w�th many d�sadvantages. They were badly clothed,
and �nsuff�c�ently nour�shed; and when, after wear�some forced
marches, they came face to face w�th the enemy, they were unable,
�n sp�te of all the�r bravery, to make a permanent stand.
In Berl�n, the r�ot cont�nues to spread. The ent�re reg�on on the r�ght
bank of the Spree, and many other parts of the c�ty and suburbs are
qu�te �n the hands of the r�oters. The latter are re�nforced by an
un�nterrupted stream of people from the prov�nces, and �t �s also sa�d
that port�ons of the army fratern�se w�th the people.
It �s hence ev�dent that the revolut�on was not long �n spread�ng
beyond the l�m�ts of the �ron-workers and the�r part�cular demands. It
a�ms now at the abol�t�on of Soc�al�sm. And the more I reflect, the



more I feel �ncl�ned to anathemat�se myself for hav�ng, for so many
years, a�ded �n br�ng�ng about such a state of affa�rs as we have
exper�enced dur�ng the last few months. My only mot�ve was the
s�ncere bel�ef that Soc�al�sm would cause a better order of th�ngs for
future generat�ons. I bel�eved so then, but I now see that I d�d not
comprehend the whole quest�on. But how can my boys ever forg�ve
me for hav�ng helped to br�ng about those events wh�ch have
depr�ved them of the�r mother and the�r s�ster, and utterly destroyed
our happ�ness as a fam�ly?
But now I must speak to Ernst, be the consequences what they may.
I feel myself �mpelled to h�m, so that I may warn h�m aga�nst go�ng
out at all just now. Young lads l�ke he �s are only too apt to go forth
and to m�ngle �n the s�n and exc�tement of a t�me l�ke th�s. I have
le�sure enough now to v�s�t Ernst even �n the day-t�me. Suspected of
no longer be�ng sound �n pol�t�cs, I have been depr�ved of my place
as a checker, and told off as a n�ght-scavenger. I only hope my work
there w�ll not turn out to be of a horr�ble nature.



CHAPTER XXXV.
THE LAST CHAPTER.

To Mr. Franz Schm�dt, New York.
“M� D��� F����,—Be a man, and prepare yourself to bear w�th
fort�tude the sad news th�s letter conveys. Our dear father �s no
longer amongst the l�v�ng. L�ke many other �nnocent v�ct�ms, he has
fallen a sacr�f�ce to the great r�s�ng wh�ch has raged for the last few
days �n Berl�n.
“Father had left home w�th the �ntent�on of call�ng upon me, and
warn�ng me to on no account m�x myself up w�th the commot�on �n
the streets. Close to our school there had shortly before been a f�ght
between the pol�ce and the r�oters, and some of the pol�ce had taken
refuge �n our school. All th�s was of course qu�te unknown to father.
A party of the r�oters lay �n concealment, and �n all probab�l�ty one of
these, on see�ng h�m, took h�m for a government messenger;
anyhow, a shot f�red from an upper w�ndow struck h�m, and he
exp�red �n the course of a few m�nutes. You may fancy my horror
when they brought h�m �nto our house, and I found �t was my own
father.
“He fell a v�ct�m to the sol�c�tude he felt for the welfare of h�s fam�ly.
In the hope of see�ng a better future for those dear to h�m, he had
all�ed h�mself w�th the Soc�al�sts, but recent events had ent�rely cured
h�m of h�s errors.
“Respect�ng the sad state of our dear mother, father wrote you lately
h�mself, and also ment�oned about poor old grandfather. In all my
wretchedness and lonel�ness, my thoughts are cont�nually turn�ng to
you, Franz, across the ocean, as my only human refuge. By the t�me
I post th�s letter I shall, I hope, have already crossed the German
front�er. Towards Holland they say the front�er �s pretty open. When
once there, I shall be able to make use of the money you sent me.
“Th�ngs here are �n a fr�ghtful cond�t�on. Sangu�nary defeats on the
f�elds of battle towards the front�ers, and �n the country noth�ng but



anarchy and threatened d�ssolut�on. How all these th�ngs have come
about, and got �nto such a muddle, you w�ll best gather from the
d�ary wh�ch father kept down to the very day before h�s death, and
wh�ch I w�ll br�ng w�th me.

“W�th best love to you both,
“Your lonely brother,

“E����.”



POSTSCRIPT.
“If �t be true that ‘good w�ne needs no bush,’ �t �s true that a good
play needs no ep�logue. Yet to good w�ne they do use good bushes;
and good plays prove the better for the help of good ep�logues. What
a case am I �n then, that am ne�ther a good ep�logue, nor cannot
�ns�nuate w�th you �n behalf of a good play.”
Amongst the var�ous wr�ters who of recent years have pa�nted, for
the world’s benef�t, p�ctures of the state of soc�ety wh�ch they
conce�ve would result from a w�dely extended Soc�al�sm, Bellamy
and Morr�s take prom�nent rank. Perhaps by the t�me, �n the
twent�eth century, that Soc�al�sm �s real�sed, human nature w�ll have
undergone such an extraord�nary and phenomenal transformat�on
that the v�ews of above-named sangu�ne gentlemen w�ll prove to
have been just�f�ed. Let us hope such w�ll be the case.
Meanwh�le the talented and clear-s�ghted Member of Parl�ament for
Hagen, Eugene R�chter, p�ctures to h�mself a somewhat d�fferent
state of th�ngs as the result of the establ�shment of Soc�al�sm. And
h�s l�ttle book may be read, perhaps not qu�te w�thout advantage, as
a sl�ght contr�but�on to the l�terature of th�s subject, as present�ng the
consummat�on �n a d�fferent l�ght, and as an express�on of what
some w�ll doubtless regard as eccentr�c and extreme v�ews.
In treat�ng a prosy subject of th�s k�nd, the m�nd has a natural crav�ng
to get away now and then from the dry deta�l of stat�st�cs and pol�t�cal
economy, and to escape, �f only for occas�onal moments, �nto an
atmosphere of l�ghtness and laughter. So far as Engl�sh readers are
concerned, �t �s to be regretted that R�chter d�d not see f�t to arrange
h�s matter �n a less dry and ponderous way, and to �ntroduce an
element of fun and r�d�cule �nto h�s treatment of the subject. The
Engl�sh are f�rmly persuaded that the Germans qu�te lack all sense of
humour. It need hence occas�on no surpr�se that th�s nat�on, w�th that
stol�d�ty convent�onally ascr�bed to �t by the Engl�sh, have,
nevertheless, read th�s l�ttle book w�th av�d�ty �n ed�t�ons of hundreds
of thousands.
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FOOTNOTES:
[1] Ploezensee �s a house of correct�on �n Berl�n.

[2] “Fals�t�es of Soc�al�sm,” by Eugene R�chter. Berl�n, 1890.
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