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CONFUCIAN ANALECTS. BOOK I.
HSIO R.
CHAPTER I. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Is �t not pleasant to learn w�th a constant
perseverance and appl�cat�on? 2. 'Is �t not del�ghtful to have fr�ends com�ng
from d�stant quarters?' 3. 'Is he not a man of complete v�rtue, who feels no
d�scomposure though men may take no note of h�m?'

CHAP. II. 1. The ph�losopher Yu sa�d, 'They are few who, be�ng f�l�al
and fraternal, are fond of offend�ng aga�nst the�r super�ors. There
have been none, who, not l�k�ng to offend aga�nst the�r super�ors,
have been fond of st�rr�ng up confus�on. 2. 'The super�or man bends
h�s attent�on to what �s rad�cal.

That be�ng establ�shed, all pract�cal courses naturally grow up. F�l�al
p�ety and fraternal subm�ss�on!— are they not the root of all
benevolent act�ons?' CHAP. III. The Master sa�d, 'F�ne words and an
�ns�nuat�ng appearance are seldom assoc�ated w�th true v�rtue.'
CHAP. IV. The ph�losopher Tsang sa�d, 'I da�ly exam�ne myself on
three po�nts:— whether, �n transact�ng bus�ness for others, I may
have been not fa�thful;— whether, �n �ntercourse w�th fr�ends, I may
have been not s�ncere;— whether I may have not mastered and
pract�sed the �nstruct�ons of my teacher.'

CHAP. V. The Master sa�d, To rule a country of a thousand char�ots,
there must be reverent attent�on to bus�ness, and s�ncer�ty; economy
�n expend�ture, and love for men; and the employment of the people
at the proper seasons.' CHAP. VI. The Master sa�d, 'A youth, when at
home, should be f�l�al, and, abroad, respectful to h�s elders. He



should be earnest and truthful. He should overflow �n love to all, and
cult�vate the fr�endsh�p of the good. When he has t�me and
opportun�ty, after the performance of these th�ngs, he should employ
them �n pol�te stud�es.' CHAP. VII. Tsze-hs�a sa�d, 'If a man
w�thdraws h�s m�nd from the love of beauty, and appl�es �t as
s�ncerely to the love of the v�rtuous; �f, �n serv�ng h�s parents, he can
exert h�s utmost strength;

�f, �n serv�ng h�s pr�nce, he can devote h�s l�fe; �f, �n h�s �ntercourse
w�th h�s fr�ends, h�s words are s�ncere:— although men say that he
has not learned, I w�ll certa�nly say that he has.' CHAP. VIII. 1. The
Master sa�d, 'If the scholar be not grave, he w�ll not call forth any
venerat�on, and h�s learn�ng w�ll not be sol�d. 2. 'Hold fa�thfulness
and s�ncer�ty as f�rst pr�nc�ples. 3. 'Have no fr�ends not equal to
yourself. 4. 'When you have faults, do not fear to abandon them.'
CHAP. IX. The ph�losopher Tsang sa�d, 'Let there be a careful
attent�on to perform the funeral r�tes to parents, and let them be
followed when long gone w�th the ceremon�es of sacr�f�ce;— then the
v�rtue of the people w�ll resume �ts proper excellence.'

CHAP. X. 1. Tsze-ch'�n asked Tsze-kung, say�ng, 'When our master
comes to any country, he does not fa�l to learn all about �ts
government. Does he ask h�s �nformat�on? or �s �t g�ven to h�m?' 2.
Tsze-kung sa�d, 'Our master �s ben�gn, upr�ght, courteous,
temperate, and compla�sant, and thus he gets h�s �nformat�on. The
master's mode of ask�ng �nformat�on!— �s �t not d�fferent from that of
other men?' CHAP. XI. The Master sa�d, 'Wh�le a man's father �s
al�ve, look at the bent of h�s w�ll; when h�s father �s dead, look at h�s
conduct. If for three years he does not alter from the way of h�s
father, he may be called f�l�al.'

CHAP. XII. 1. The ph�losopher Yu sa�d, 'In pract�s�ng the rules of
propr�ety, a natural ease �s to be pr�zed. In the ways prescr�bed by
the anc�ent k�ngs, th�s �s the excellent qual�ty, and �n th�ngs small and
great we follow them. 2. 'Yet �t �s not to be observed �n all cases. If
one, know�ng how such ease should be pr�zed, man�fests �t, w�thout
regulat�ng �t by the rules of propr�ety, th�s l�kew�se �s not to be done.'



CHAP. XIII. The ph�losopher Yu sa�d, 'When agreements are made
accord�ng to what �s r�ght, what �s spoken can be made good. When
respect �s shown accord�ng to what �s proper, one keeps far from
shame and d�sgrace. When the part�es upon whom a man leans are
proper persons to be �nt�mate w�th, he can make them h�s gu�des
and masters.' CHAP. XIV. The Master sa�d, 'He who a�ms to be a
man of complete v�rtue �n h�s food does not seek to grat�fy h�s
appet�te, nor

�n h�s dwell�ng place does he seek the appl�ances of ease; he �s
earnest �n what he �s do�ng, and careful �n h�s speech; he frequents
the company of men of pr�nc�ple that he may be rect�f�ed:— such a
person may be sa�d �ndeed to love to learn.' CHAP. XV. 1. Tsze-kung
sa�d, 'What do you pronounce concern�ng the poor man who yet
does not flatter, and the r�ch man who �s not proud?' The Master
repl�ed, 'They w�ll do; but they are not equal to h�m, who, though
poor, �s yet cheerful, and to h�m, who, though r�ch, loves the rules of
propr�ety.' 2. Tsze-kung repl�ed, 'It �s sa�d �n the Book of Poetry, "As
you cut and then f�le, as you carve and then pol�sh."— The mean�ng
�s the same, I apprehend, as that wh�ch you have just expressed.' 3.
The Master sa�d, 'W�th one l�ke Ts'ze, I can beg�n to talk

about the odes. I told h�m one po�nt, and he knew �ts proper
sequence.' CHAP. XVI. The Master sa�d, 'I w�ll not be affl�cted at
men's not know�ng me; I w�ll be affl�cted that I do not know men.'

BOOK II. WEI CHANG.

CHAP. I. The Master sa�d, 'He who exerc�ses government by means
of h�s v�rtue may be compared to the north polar star, wh�ch keeps �ts
place and all the stars turn towards �t.' CHAP. II. The Master sa�d, 'In
the Book of Poetry are three hundred p�eces, but the des�gn of them
all may be embraced �n one sentence— "Hav�ng no depraved
thoughts."' CHAP. III. 1. The Master sa�d, 'If the people be led by
laws, and un�form�ty sought to be g�ven them by pun�shments, they
w�ll try to avo�d the pun�shment, but have no sense of shame. 2. 'If



they be led by v�rtue, and un�form�ty sought to be g�ven them by the
rules of propr�ety, they w�ll have the sense of shame, and moreover
w�ll become good.' CHAP. IV. 1. The Master sa�d, 'At f�fteen, I had my
m�nd bent on learn�ng. 2. 'At th�rty, I stood f�rm. 3. 'At forty, I had no
doubts. 4. 'At f�fty, I knew the decrees of Heaven.

5. 'At s�xty, my ear was an obed�ent organ for the recept�on of truth.
6. 'At seventy, I could follow what my heart des�red, w�thout
transgress�ng what was r�ght.' CHAP. V. 1. Mang I asked what f�l�al
p�ety was. The Master sa�d, 'It �s not be�ng d�sobed�ent.' 2. Soon
after, as Fan Ch'�h was dr�v�ng h�m, the Master told h�m, say�ng,
'Mang-sun asked me what f�l�al p�ety was, and I answered h�m,—
"not be�ng d�sobed�ent."' 3. Fan Ch'�h sa�d, 'What d�d you mean?'
The Master repl�ed, 'That parents, when al�ve, be served accord�ng
to propr�ety; that, when dead, they should be bur�ed accord�ng to
propr�ety; and that they should be sacr�f�ced to accord�ng to
propr�ety.'

CHAP. VI. Mang Wu asked what f�l�al p�ety was. The Master sa�d,
'Parents are anx�ous lest the�r ch�ldren should be s�ck.' CHAP. VII.
Tsze-yu asked what f�l�al p�ety was. The Master sa�d, 'The f�l�al p�ety
of now-a-days means the support of one's parents. But dogs and
horses l�kew�se are able to do someth�ng �n the way of support;—
w�thout reverence, what �s there to d�st�ngu�sh the one support g�ven
from the other?' CHAP. VIII. Tsze-hs�a asked what f�l�al p�ety was.
The Master sa�d, 'The d�ff�culty �s w�th the countenance. If, when the�r
elders have any troublesome affa�rs, the young take the to�l of them,
and �f, when the young have w�ne and food, they set them before
the�r elders, �s THIS to be cons�dered f�l�al p�ety?'

        CHAP. IX. The Master sa�d, 'I have talked w�th Hu� for a whole
day, and he has not made any object�on to anyth�ng I sa�d;— as �f
he were stup�d. He has ret�red, and I have exam�ned h�s conduct
when away from me, and found h�m able to �llustrate my teach�ngs.
Hu�!— He �s not stup�d.'
        CHAP. X. 1. The Master sa�d, 'See what a man does.
        2. 'Mark h�s mot�ves.



        3. 'Exam�ne �n what th�ngs he rests.
        4. 'How can a man conceal h�s character?
        5. How can a man conceal h�s character?'
        CHAP. XI. The Master sa�d, 'If a man keeps cher�sh�ng h�s old
knowledge, so as cont�nually to be acqu�r�ng new, he may be a
teacher of others.'

CHAP. XII. The Master sa�d, 'The accompl�shed scholar �s not a
utens�l.' CHAP. XIII. Tsze-kung asked what const�tuted the super�or
man. The Master sa�d, 'He acts before he speaks, and afterwards
speaks accord�ng to h�s act�ons.' CHAP. XIV. The Master sa�d, 'The
super�or man �s cathol�c and no part�san. The mean man �s part�san
and not cathol�c.' CHAP. XV. The Master sa�d, 'Learn�ng w�thout
thought �s labour lost; thought w�thout learn�ng �s per�lous.' CHAP.
XVI. The Master sa�d, 'The study of strange doctr�nes �s �njur�ous
�ndeed!'

CHAP. XVII. The Master sa�d, 'Yu, shall I teach you what knowledge
�s? When you know a th�ng, to hold that you know �t; and when you
do not know a th�ng, to allow that you do not know �t;— th�s �s
knowledge.' CHAP. XVII. 1. Tsze-chang was learn�ng w�th a v�ew to
off�c�al emolument. 2. The Master sa�d, 'Hear much and put as�de the
po�nts of wh�ch you stand �n doubt, wh�le you speak caut�ously at the
same t�me of the others:— then you w�ll afford few occas�ons for
blame. See much and put as�de the th�ngs wh�ch seem per�lous,
wh�le you are caut�ous at the same t�me �n carry�ng the others �nto
pract�ce:— then you w�ll have few occas�ons for repentance. When
one g�ves few occas�ons for blame �n h�s words, and few occas�ons
for repentance �n h�s conduct, he �s �n the way to get emolument.'

CHAP. XIX. The Duke A� asked, say�ng, 'What should be done �n
order to secure the subm�ss�on of the people?' Confuc�us repl�ed,
'Advance the upr�ght and set as�de the crooked, then the people w�ll
subm�t. Advance the crooked and set as�de the upr�ght, then the
people w�ll not subm�t.' CHAP. XX. Ch� K'ang asked how to cause the
people to reverence the�r ruler, to be fa�thful to h�m, and to go on to
nerve themselves to v�rtue. The Master sa�d, 'Let h�m pres�de over



them w�th grav�ty;— then they w�ll reverence h�m. Let h�m be f�l�al
and k�nd to all;— then they w�ll be fa�thful to h�m. Let h�m advance
the good and teach the �ncompetent;— then they w�ll eagerly seek to
be v�rtuous.' CHAP. XXI. 1. Some one addressed Confuc�us, say�ng,
'S�r, why are you not engaged �n the government?'

2. The Master sa�d, 'What does the Shu-ch�ng say of f�l�al p�ety?—
"You are f�l�al, you d�scharge your brotherly dut�es. These qual�t�es
are d�splayed �n government." Th�s then also const�tutes the exerc�se
of government. Why must there be THAT— mak�ng one be �n the
government?' CHAP. XXII. The Master sa�d, 'I do not know how a
man w�thout truthfulness �s to get on. How can a large carr�age be
made to go w�thout the cross-bar for yok�ng the oxen to, or a small
carr�age w�thout the arrangement for yok�ng the horses?' CHAP.
XXIII. 1. Tsze-chang asked whether the affa�rs of ten ages after
could be known. 2. Confuc�us sa�d, 'The Y�n dynasty followed the
regulat�ons of the Hs�a: where�n �t took from or added to them may
be known. The Chau dynasty has followed the regulat�ons of Y�n:
where�n �t took from or added to them may be known. Some other
may follow the Chau, but though �t should be at the d�stance of a
hundred ages, �ts affa�rs may be known.'

        CHAP. XXIV. 1. The Master sa�d, 'For a man to sacr�f�ce to a
sp�r�t wh�ch does not belong to h�m �s flattery.
        2. 'To see what �s r�ght and not to do �t �s want of courage.'

BOOK III. PA YIH.

CHAP. I. Confuc�us sa�d of the head of the Ch� fam�ly, who had e�ght
rows of pantom�mes �n h�s area, 'If he can bear to do th�s, what may
he not bear to do?'

CHAP. II. The three fam�l�es used the YUNG ode, wh�le the vessels
were be�ng removed, at the conclus�on of the sacr�f�ce. The Master
sa�d, '"Ass�st�ng are the pr�nces;— the son of heaven looks profound
and grave:"— what appl�cat�on can these words have �n the hall of
the three fam�l�es?' CHAP. III. The Master sa�d, 'If a man be w�thout



the v�rtues proper to human�ty, what has he to do w�th the r�tes of
propr�ety? If a man be w�thout the v�rtues proper to human�ty, what
has he to do w�th mus�c?' CHAP. IV. 1. L�n Fang asked what was the
f�rst th�ng to be attended to �n ceremon�es. 2. The Master sa�d, 'A
great quest�on �ndeed! 3. 'In fest�ve ceremon�es, �t �s better to be
spar�ng than extravagant.

In the ceremon�es of mourn�ng, �t �s better that there be deep sorrow
than a m�nute attent�on to observances.' CHAP. V. The Master sa�d,
'The rude tr�bes of the east and north have the�r pr�nces, and are not
l�ke the States of our great land wh�ch are w�thout them.' CHAP. VI.
The ch�ef of the Ch� fam�ly was about to sacr�f�ce to the T'a�
mounta�n. The Master sa�d to Zan Yu, 'Can you not save h�m from
th�s?' He answered, 'I cannot.' Confuc�us sa�d, 'Alas! w�ll you say that
the T'a� mounta�n �s not so d�scern�ng as L�n Fang?'

CHAP. VII. The Master sa�d, 'The student of v�rtue has no
content�ons. If �t be sa�d he cannot avo�d them, shall th�s be �n
archery? But he bows compla�santly to h�s compet�tors; thus he
ascends the hall, descends, and exacts the forfe�t of dr�nk�ng. In h�s
content�on, he �s st�ll the Chun-tsze.' CHAP. VIII. 1. Tsze-hs�a asked,
say�ng, 'What �s the mean�ng of the passage— "The pretty d�mples
of her artful sm�le! The well- def�ned black and wh�te of her eye! The
pla�n ground for the colours?"' 2. The Master sa�d, 'The bus�ness of
lay�ng on the colours follows (the preparat�on of) the pla�n ground.' 3.
'Ceremon�es then are a subsequent th�ng?' The Master sa�d, 'It �s
Shang who can br�ng out my mean�ng. Now I can beg�n to talk about
the odes w�th h�m.'

CHAP. IX. The Master sa�d, 'I could descr�be the ceremon�es of the
Hs�a dynasty, but Ch� cannot suff�c�ently attest my words. I could
descr�be the ceremon�es of the Y�n dynasty, but Sung cannot
suff�c�ently attest my words. (They cannot do so) because of the
�nsuff�c�ency of the�r records and w�se men. If those were suff�c�ent, I
could adduce them �n support of my words.' CHAP. X. The Master
sa�d, 'At the great sacr�f�ce, after the pour�ng out of the l�bat�on, I
have no w�sh to look on.' CHAP. XI. Some one asked the mean�ng of



the great sacr�f�ce. The Master sa�d, 'I do not know. He who knew �ts
mean�ng would f�nd �t as easy to govern the k�ngdom as to look on
th�s;— po�nt�ng to h�s palm.

CHAP. XII. 1. He sacr�f�ced to the dead, as �f they were present. He
sacr�f�ced to the sp�r�ts, as �f the sp�r�ts were present. 2. The Master
sa�d, 'I cons�der my not be�ng present at the sacr�f�ce, as �f I d�d not
sacr�f�ce.' CHAP. XIII. 1. Wang-sun Ch�a asked, say�ng, 'What �s the
mean�ng of the say�ng, "It �s better to pay court to the furnace than to
the south-west corner?"' 2. The Master sa�d, 'Not so. He who offends
aga�nst Heaven has none to whom he can pray.'

CHAP. XIV. The Master sa�d, 'Chau had the advantage of v�ew�ng
the two past dynast�es. How complete and elegant are �ts
regulat�ons! I follow Chau.' CHAP. XV. The Master, when he entered
the grand temple, asked about everyth�ng. Some one sa�d, 'Who w�ll
say that the son of the man of Tsau knows the rules of propr�ety! He
has entered the grand temple and asks about everyth�ng.' The
Master heard the remark, and sa�d, 'Th�s �s a rule of propr�ety.'
CHAP. XVI. The Master sa�d, 'In archery �t �s not go�ng through the
leather wh�ch �s the pr�nc�pal th�ng;— because people's strength �s
not equal. Th�s was the old way.'

CHAP. XVII. 1. Tsze-kung w�shed to do away w�th the offer�ng of a
sheep connected w�th the �naugurat�on of the f�rst day of each
month. 2. The Master sa�d, 'Ts'ze, you love the sheep; I love the
ceremony.' CHAP. XVII. The Master sa�d, 'The full observance of the
rules of propr�ety �n serv�ng one's pr�nce �s accounted by people to
be flattery.' CHAP. XIX. The Duke T�ng asked how a pr�nce should
employ h�s m�n�sters, and how m�n�sters should serve the�r pr�nce.
Confuc�us repl�ed, 'A pr�nce should employ h�s m�n�ster accord�ng to
accord�ng to the rules of propr�ety; m�n�sters should serve the�r
pr�nce w�th fa�thfulness.' CHAP. XX. The Master sa�d, 'The Kwan Tsu
�s express�ve of enjoyment w�thout be�ng l�cent�ous, and of gr�ef
w�thout be�ng hurtfully excess�ve.'

CHAP. XXI. 1. The Duke A� asked Tsa� Wo about the altars of the
sp�r�ts of the land. Tsa� Wo repl�ed, 'The Hs�a sovere�gn planted the



p�ne tree about them; the men of the Y�n planted the cypress; and
the men of the Chau planted the chestnut tree, mean�ng thereby to
cause the people to be �n awe.' 2. When the Master heard �t, he sa�d,
'Th�ngs that are done, �t �s needless to speak about; th�ngs that have
had the�r course, �t �s needless to remonstrate about; th�ngs that are
past, �t �s needless to blame.' CHAP. XXII. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Small
�ndeed was the capac�ty of Kwan Chung!' 2. Some one sa�d, 'Was
Kwan Chung pars�mon�ous?' 'Kwan,' was the reply, 'had the San
Kwe�, and h�s off�cers performed no double dut�es; how can he be
cons�dered pars�mon�ous?' 3. 'Then, d�d Kwan Chung know the rules
of propr�ety?' The

Master sa�d, 'The pr�nces of States have a screen �ntercept�ng the
v�ew at the�r gates. Kwan had l�kew�se a screen at h�s gate. The
pr�nces of States on any fr�endly meet�ng between two of them, had
a stand on wh�ch to place the�r �nverted cups. Kwan had also such a
stand. If Kwan knew the rules of propr�ety, who does not know
them?' CHAP. XXXII. The Master �nstruct�ng the grand mus�c-master
of Lu sa�d, 'How to play mus�c may be known. At the commencement
of the p�ece, all the parts should sound together. As �t proceeds, they
should be �n harmony wh�le severally d�st�nct and flow�ng w�thout
break, and thus on to the conclus�on.'

CHAP. XXIV. The border warden at Y� requested to be �ntroduced to
the Master, say�ng, 'When men of super�or v�rtue have come to th�s, I
have never been den�ed the pr�v�lege of see�ng them.' The followers
of the sage �ntroduced h�m, and when he came out from the
�nterv�ew, he sa�d, 'My fr�ends, why are you d�stressed by your
master's loss of off�ce? The k�ngdom has long been w�thout the
pr�nc�ples of truth and r�ght; Heaven �s go�ng to use your master as a
bell w�th �ts wooden tongue.' CHAP. XXV. The Master sa�d of the
Shao that �t was perfectly beaut�ful and also perfectly good. He sa�d
of the Wu that �t was perfectly beaut�ful but not perfectly good. CHAP.
XXVI. The Master sa�d, 'H�gh stat�on f�lled w�thout �ndulgent
generos�ty; ceremon�es performed w�thout reverence; mourn�ng
conducted w�thout sorrow;— wherew�th should I contemplate such
ways?'



BOOK IV. LE JIN.

CHAP. I. The Master sa�d, 'It �s v�rtuous manners wh�ch const�tute the
excellence of a ne�ghborhood. If a man �n select�ng a res�dence, do
not f�x on one where such preva�l, how can he be w�se?' CHAP. II.
The Master sa�d, 'Those who are w�thout v�rtue cannot ab�de long
e�ther �n a cond�t�on of poverty and hardsh�p, or �n a cond�t�on of
enjoyment. The v�rtuous rest �n v�rtue; the w�se des�re v�rtue.'

CHAP. III. The Master sa�d, 'It �s only the (truly) v�rtuous man, who
can love, or who can hate, others.' CHAP. IV. The Master sa�d, 'If the
w�ll be set on v�rtue, there w�ll be no pract�ce of w�ckedness.' CHAP.
V. 1. The Master sa�d, 'R�ches and honours are what men des�re. If �t
cannot be obta�ned �n the proper way, they should not be held.
Poverty and meanness are what men d�sl�ke. If �t cannot be avo�ded
�n the proper way, they should not be avo�ded. 2. 'If a super�or man
abandon v�rtue, how can he fulf�l the requ�rements of that name? 3.
'The super�or man does not, even for the space of a s�ngle meal, act
contrary to v�rtue. In moments of haste, he cleaves to �t. In seasons
of danger, he cleaves to �t.'

CHAP. VI. 1. The Master sa�d, 'I have not seen a person who loved
v�rtue, or one who hated what was not v�rtuous. He who loved v�rtue,
would esteem noth�ng above �t. He who hated what �s not v�rtuous,
would pract�se v�rtue �n such a way that he would not allow anyth�ng
that �s not v�rtuous to approach h�s person. 2. 'Is any one able for
one day to apply h�s strength to v�rtue? I have not seen the case �n
wh�ch h�s strength would be �nsuff�c�ent. 3. 'Should there poss�bly be
any such case, I have not seen �t.' CHAP. VII. The Master sa�d, 'The
faults of men are character�st�c of the class to wh�ch they belong. By
observ�ng a man's faults, �t may be known that he �s v�rtuous.'

CHAP. VIII. The Master sa�d, 'If a man �n the morn�ng hear the r�ght
way, he may d�e �n the even�ng w�thout regret.' CHAP. IX. The Master
sa�d, 'A scholar, whose m�nd �s set on truth, and who �s ashamed of
bad clothes and bad food, �s not f�t to be d�scoursed w�th.' CHAP. X.
The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man, �n the world, does not set h�s



m�nd e�ther for anyth�ng, or aga�nst anyth�ng; what �s r�ght he w�ll
follow.' CHAP. XI. The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man th�nks of
v�rtue; the small man th�nks of comfort. The super�or man th�nks of
the sanct�ons of law; the small man th�nks of favours wh�ch he may
rece�ve.'

CHAP. XII. The Master sa�d: 'He who acts w�th a constant v�ew to h�s
own advantage w�ll be much murmured aga�nst.' CHAP. XIII. The
Master sa�d, 'If a pr�nce �s able to govern h�s k�ngdom w�th the
compla�sance proper to the rules of propr�ety, what d�ff�culty w�ll he
have? If he cannot govern �t w�th that compla�sance, what has he to
do w�th the rules of propr�ety?' CHAP. XIV. The Master sa�d, 'A man
should say, I am not concerned that I have no place, I am concerned
how I may f�t myself for one. I am not concerned that I am not
known, I seek to be worthy to be known.' CHAP. XV. 1. The Master
sa�d, 'Shan, my doctr�ne �s that of an all-pervad�ng un�ty.' The d�sc�ple
Tsang repl�ed, 'Yes.' 2. The Master went out, and the other d�sc�ples
asked, say�ng,

'What do h�s words mean?' Tsang sa�d, 'The doctr�ne of our master �s
to be true to the pr�nc�ples of our nature and the benevolent exerc�se
of them to others,— th�s and noth�ng more.' CHAP. XVI. The Master
sa�d, 'The m�nd of the super�or man �s conversant w�th
r�ghteousness; the m�nd of the mean man �s conversant w�th ga�n.'
CHAP. XVII. The Master sa�d, 'When we see men of worth, we
should th�nk of equall�ng them; when we see men of a contrary
character, we should turn �nwards and exam�ne ourselves.' CHAP.
XVIII. The Master sa�d, 'In serv�ng h�s parents, a son may
remonstrate w�th them, but gently; when he sees that they do not
�ncl�ne to follow h�s adv�ce, he shows an �ncreased degree of
reverence, but does not abandon h�s purpose; and should they
pun�sh h�m, he does not allow h�mself to murmur.'

CHAP. XIX. The Master sa�d, 'Wh�le h�s parents are al�ve, the son
may not go abroad to a d�stance. If he does go abroad, he must
have a f�xed place to wh�ch he goes.' CHAP. XX. The Master sa�d, 'If
the son for three years does not alter from the way of h�s father, he



may be called f�l�al.' CHAP. XXI. The Master sa�d, 'The years of
parents may by no means not be kept �n the memory, as an occas�on
at once for joy and for fear.' CHAP. XXII. The Master sa�d, 'The
reason why the anc�ents d�d not read�ly g�ve utterance to the�r words,
was that they feared lest the�r act�ons should not come up to them.'
CHAP. XXIII. The Master sa�d, 'The caut�ous seldom err.'

CHAP. XXIV. The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man w�shes to be slow
�n h�s speech and earnest �n h�s conduct.' CHAP. XXV. The Master
sa�d, 'V�rtue �s not left to stand alone. He who pract�ses �t w�ll have
ne�ghbors.' CHAP. XXVI. Tsze-yu sa�d, 'In serv�ng a pr�nce, frequent
remonstrances lead to d�sgrace. Between fr�ends, frequent reproofs
make the fr�endsh�p d�stant.'

BOOK V. KUNG-YE CH'ANG.

        CHAP. I. 1. The Master sa�d of Kung-ye Ch'ang that he m�ght
be w�ved; although he was put �n bonds, he had not been gu�lty of
any cr�me. Accord�ngly, he gave h�m h�s own daughter to w�fe.
        2. Of Nan Yung he sa�d that �f the country were well governed

he would not be out of off�ce, and �f �t were �ll-governed, he would
escape pun�shment and d�sgrace. He gave h�m the daughter of h�s
own elder brother to w�fe. CHAP. II. The Master sa�d of Tsze-ch�en,
'Of super�or v�rtue �ndeed �s such a man! If there were not v�rtuous
men �n Lu, how could th�s man have acqu�red th�s character?' CHAP.
III. Tsze-kung asked, 'What do you say of me, Ts'ze? The Master
sa�d, 'You are a utens�l.' 'What utens�l?' 'A gemmed sacr�f�c�al utens�l.'

CHAP. IV. 1. Some one sa�d, 'Yung �s truly v�rtuous, but he �s not
ready w�th h�s tongue.' 2. The Master sa�d, 'What �s the good of
be�ng ready w�th the tongue? They who encounter men w�th
smartnesses of speech for the most part procure themselves hatred.
I know not whether he be truly v�rtuous, but why should he show
read�ness of the tongue?' CHAP. V. The Master was w�sh�ng Ch'�-t�ao
K'a� to enter on off�c�al employment. He repl�ed, 'I am not yet able to
rest �n the assurance of THIS.' The Master was pleased. CHAP. VI.



The Master sa�d, 'My doctr�nes make no way. I w�ll get upon a raft,
and float about on the sea. He that w�ll accompany me w�ll be Yu, I
dare say.' Tsze-lu hear�ng th�s was glad,

upon wh�ch the Master sa�d, 'Yu �s fonder of dar�ng than I am. He
does not exerc�se h�s judgment upon matters.' CHAP. VII. 1. Mang
Wu asked about Tsze-lu, whether he was perfectly v�rtuous. The
Master sa�d, 'I do not know.' 2. He asked aga�n, when the Master
repl�ed, 'In a k�ngdom of a thousand char�ots, Yu m�ght be employed
to manage the m�l�tary lev�es, but I do not know whether he be
perfectly v�rtuous.' 3. 'And what do you say of Ch'�u?' The Master
repl�ed, 'In a c�ty of a thousand fam�l�es, or a clan of a hundred
char�ots, Ch'�u m�ght be employed as governor, but I do not know
whether he �s perfectly v�rtuous.' 4. 'What do you say of Ch'�h?' The
Master repl�ed, 'W�th h�s sash g�rt and stand�ng �n a court, Ch'�h
m�ght be employed to converse w�th the v�s�tors and guests, but I do
not know whether he �s perfectly v�rtuous.'

CHAP. VII. 1. The Master sa�d to Tsze-kung, 'Wh�ch do you cons�der
super�or, yourself or Hu�?' 2. Tsze-kung repl�ed, 'How dare I compare
myself w�th Hu�? Hu� hears one po�nt and knows all about a subject; I
hear one po�nt, and know a second.' 3. The Master sa�d, 'You are not
equal to h�m. I grant you, you are not equal to h�m.' CHAP. IX. 1. Tsa�
Yu be�ng asleep dur�ng the dayt�me, the Master sa�d, 'Rotten wood
cannot be carved; a wall of d�rty earth w�ll not rece�ve the trowel. Th�s
Yu!— what �s the use of my reprov�ng h�m?' 2. The Master sa�d, 'At
f�rst, my way w�th men was to hear the�r words, and g�ve them cred�t
for the�r conduct. Now my way �s to hear the�r words, and look at
the�r conduct. It �s from Yu that I have learned to make th�s change.'

CHAP. X. The Master sa�d, 'I have not seen a f�rm and unbend�ng
man.' Some one repl�ed, 'There �s Shan Ch'ang.' 'Ch'ang,' sa�d the
Master, '�s under the �nfluence of h�s pass�ons; how can he be
pronounced f�rm and unbend�ng?' CHAP. XI. Tsze-kung sa�d, 'What I
do not w�sh men to do to me, I also w�sh not to do to men.' The
Master sa�d, 'Ts'ze, you have not atta�ned to that.' CHAP. XII. Tsze-
kung sa�d, 'The Master's personal d�splays of h�s pr�nc�ples and



ord�nary descr�pt�ons of them may be heard. H�s d�scourses about
man's nature, and the way of Heaven, cannot be heard.'

CHAP. XIII. When Tsze-lu heard anyth�ng, �f he had not yet
succeeded �n carry�ng �t �nto pract�ce, he was only afra�d lest he
should hear someth�ng else. CHAP. XIV. Tsze-kung asked, say�ng,
'On what ground d�d Kung-wan get that t�tle of Wan?' The Master
sa�d, 'He was of an act�ve nature and yet fond of learn�ng, and he
was not ashamed to ask and learn of h�s �nfer�ors!— On these
grounds he has been styled Wan.' CHAP. XV. The Master sa�d of
Tsze-ch'an that he had four of the character�st�cs of a super�or man:
— �n h�s conduct of h�mself, he was humble; �n serv�ng h�s super�ors,
he was respectful; �n nour�sh�ng the people, he was k�nd; �n order�ng
the people, he was just.'

CHAP. XVI. The Master sa�d, 'Yen P'�ng knew well how to ma�nta�n
fr�endly �ntercourse. The acqua�ntance m�ght be long, but he showed
the same respect as at f�rst.' CHAP. XVII. The Master sa�d, 'Tsang
Wan kept a large torto�se �n a house, on the cap�tals of the p�llars of
wh�ch he had h�lls made, and w�th representat�ons of duckweed on
the small p�llars above the beams support�ng the rafters.— Of what
sort was h�s w�sdom?' CHAP. XVIII. 1. Tsze-chang asked, say�ng,
'The m�n�ster Tsze- wan thr�ce took off�ce, and man�fested no joy �n
h�s countenance. Thr�ce he ret�red from off�ce, and man�fested no
d�spleasure. He made �t a po�nt to �nform the new m�n�ster of the way
�n wh�ch he had conducted the government;— what do you say of
h�m?' The Master repl�ed. 'He was loyal.' 'Was he perfectly v�rtuous?'
'I do not know. How can he be pronounced perfectly v�rtuous?' 2.
Tsze-chang proceeded, 'When the off�cer Ch'u� k�lled the pr�nce of
Ch'�, Ch'an Wan, though he was the owner of forty horses,
abandoned them and left the country. Com�ng to another State, he
sa�d, "They are here l�ke our great off�cer, Ch'u�," and left �t. He came
to a second State, and w�th the same observat�on left �t also;— what
do you say of h�m?' The Master repl�ed, 'He was pure.' 'Was he
perfectly v�rtuous?' 'I do not know. How can he be pronounced
perfectly v�rtuous?' CHAP. XIX. Ch� Wan thought thr�ce, and then
acted. When the Master was �nformed of �t, he sa�d, 'Tw�ce may do.'



CHAP. XX. The Master sa�d, 'When good order preva�led �n h�s
country, N�ng Wu acted the part of a w�se man. When h�s country
was �n d�sorder, he acted the part of a stup�d man. Others may equal
h�s w�sdom, but they cannot equal h�s stup�d�ty.'

CHAP. XXI. When the Master was �n Ch'an, he sa�d, 'Let me return!
Let me return! The l�ttle ch�ldren of my school are amb�t�ous and too
hasty. They are accompl�shed and complete so far, but they do not
know how to restr�ct and shape themselves.' CHAP. XXII. The
Master sa�d, 'Po-� and Shu-ch'� d�d not keep the former
w�ckednesses of men �n m�nd, and hence the resentments d�rected
towards them were few.' CHAP. XXIII. The Master sa�d, 'Who says of
We�-shang Kao

that he �s upr�ght? One begged some v�negar of h�m, and he begged
�t of a ne�ghbor and gave �t to the man.' CHAP. XXIV. The Master
sa�d, 'F�ne words, an �ns�nuat�ng appearance, and excess�ve respect;
— Tso Ch'�u-m�ng was ashamed of them. I also am ashamed of
them. To conceal resentment aga�nst a person, and appear fr�endly
w�th h�m;— Tso Ch'�u-m�ng was ashamed of such conduct. I also am
ashamed of �t.' CHAP. XXV. 1. Yen Yuan and Ch� Lu be�ng by h�s
s�de, the Master sa�d to them, 'Come, let each of you tell h�s w�shes.'
2. Tsze-lu sa�d, 'I should l�ke, hav�ng char�ots and horses, and l�ght
fur dresses, to share them w�th my fr�ends, and though they should
spo�l them, I would not be d�spleased.' 3. Yen Yuan sa�d, 'I should
l�ke not to boast of my excellence, nor to make a d�splay of my
mer�tor�ous deeds.' 4. Tsze-lu then sa�d, 'I should l�ke, s�r, to hear
your w�shes.' The Master sa�d, 'They are, �n regard to the aged, to
g�ve them rest; �n regard to fr�ends, to show them s�ncer�ty; �n regard
to the young, to treat them tenderly.' CHAP. XXVI. The Master sa�d,
'It �s all over! I have not yet seen one who could perce�ve h�s faults,
and �nwardly accuse h�mself.' CHAP. XXVII. The Master sa�d, 'In a
hamlet of ten fam�l�es, there may be found one honourable and
s�ncere as I am, but not so fond of learn�ng.'

BOOK VI. YUNG YEY.



CHAP. I. 1. The Master sa�d, 'There �s Yung!— He m�ght occupy the
place of a pr�nce.' 2. Chung-kung asked about Tsze-sang Po-tsze.
The Master sa�d, 'He may pass. He does not m�nd small matters.' 3.
Chung-kung sa�d, 'If a man cher�sh �n h�mself a reverent�al feel�ng of
the necess�ty of attent�on to bus�ness, though he may be easy �n
small matters �n h�s government of the people, that may be allowed.
But �f he cher�sh �n h�mself that easy feel�ng, and also carry �t out �n
h�s pract�ce, �s not such an easy mode of procedure excess�ve?' 4.
The Master sa�d, 'Yung's words are r�ght.'

CHAP. II. The Duke A� asked wh�ch of the d�sc�ples loved to learn.
Confuc�us repl�ed to h�m, 'There was Yen Hu�; HE loved to learn. He
d�d not transfer h�s anger; he d�d not repeat a fault. Unfortunately, h�s
appo�nted t�me was short and he d�ed; and now there �s not such
another. I have not yet heard of any one who loves to learn as he
d�d.' CHAP. III. 1. Tsze-hwa be�ng employed on a m�ss�on to Ch'�, the
d�sc�ple Zan requested gra�n for h�s mother. The Master sa�d, 'G�ve
her a fu.' Yen requested more. 'G�ve her an yu,' sa�d the Master. Yen
gave her f�ve p�ng. 2. The Master sa�d, 'When Ch'�h was proceed�ng
to Ch'�, he had fat horses to h�s carr�age, and wore l�ght furs. I have
heard that

a super�or man helps the d�stressed, but does not add to the wealth
of the r�ch.' 3. Yuan Sze be�ng made governor of h�s town by the
Master, he gave h�m n�ne hundred measures of gra�n, but Sze
decl�ned them. 4. The Master sa�d, 'Do not decl�ne them. May you
not g�ve them away �n the ne�ghborhoods, hamlets, towns, and
v�llages?' CHAP. IV. The Master, speak�ng of Chung-kung, sa�d, 'If
the calf of a br�ndled cow be red and horned, although men may not
w�sh to use �t, would the sp�r�ts of the mounta�ns and r�vers put �t
as�de?' CHAP. V. The Master sa�d, 'Such was Hu� that for three
months there would be noth�ng �n h�s m�nd contrary to perfect v�rtue.
The others may atta�n to th�s on some days or �n some months, but
noth�ng more.'

CHAP. VI. Ch� K'ang asked about Chung-yu, whether he was f�t to be
employed as an off�cer of government. The Master sa�d, 'Yu �s a man



of dec�s�on; what d�ff�culty would he f�nd �n be�ng an off�cer of
government?' K'ang asked, 'Is Ts'ze f�t to be employed as an off�cer
of government?' and was answered, 'Ts'ze �s a man of �ntell�gence;
what d�ff�culty would he f�nd �n be�ng an off�cer of government?' And
to the same quest�on about Ch'�u the Master gave the same reply,
say�ng, 'Ch'�u �s a man of var�ous ab�l�ty.' CHAP. VII. The ch�ef of the
Ch� fam�ly sent to ask M�n Tsze- ch'�en to be governor of P�. M�n
Tsze-ch'�en sa�d, 'Decl�ne the offer for me pol�tely. If any one come
aga�n to me w�th a second �nv�tat�on, I shall be obl�ged to go and l�ve
on the banks of the Wan.'

CHAP. VIII. Po-n�u be�ng �ll, the Master went to ask for h�m. He took
hold of h�s hand through the w�ndow, and sa�d, 'It �s k�ll�ng h�m. It �s
the appo�ntment of Heaven, alas! That such a man should have such
a s�ckness! That such a man should have such a s�ckness!' CHAP.
IX. The Master sa�d, 'Adm�rable �ndeed was the v�rtue of Hu�! W�th a
s�ngle bamboo d�sh of r�ce, a s�ngle gourd d�sh of dr�nk, and l�v�ng �n
h�s mean narrow lane, wh�le others could not have endured the
d�stress, he d�d not allow h�s joy to be affected by �t. Adm�rable
�ndeed was the v�rtue of Hu�!' CHAP. X. Yen Ch'�u sa�d, 'It �s not that I
do not del�ght �n your doctr�nes, but my strength �s �nsuff�c�ent.' The
Master sa�d, 'Those whose strength �s �nsuff�c�ent g�ve over �n the
m�ddle of the way but now you l�m�t yourself.'

CHAP. XI. The Master sa�d to Tsze-hs�a, 'Do you be a scholar after
the style of the super�or man, and not after that of the mean man.'
CHAP. XII. Tsze-yu be�ng governor of Wu-ch'ang, the Master sa�d to
h�m, 'Have you got good men there?' He answered, 'There �s Tan-t'a�
M�eh-m�ng, who never �n walk�ng takes a short cut, and never comes
to my off�ce, except�ng on publ�c bus�ness.' CHAP. XIII. The Master
sa�d, 'Mang Ch�h-fan does not boast of h�s mer�t. Be�ng �n the rear on
an occas�on of fl�ght, when they were about to enter the gate, he
wh�pped up h�s horse, say�ng, "It �s not that I dare to be last. My
horse would not advance."'

CHAP. XIV. The Master sa�d, 'W�thout the spec�ous speech of the
l�tan�st T'o and the beauty of the pr�nce Chao of Sung, �t �s d�ff�cult to



escape �n the present age.' CHAP. XV. The Master sa�d, 'Who can go
out but by the door? How �s �t that men w�ll not walk accord�ng to
these ways?' CHAP. XVI. The Master sa�d, 'Where the sol�d qual�t�es
are �n excess of accompl�shments, we have rust�c�ty; where the
accompl�shments are �n excess of the sol�d qual�t�es, we have the
manners of a clerk. When the accompl�shments and sol�d qual�t�es
are equally blended, we then have the man of v�rtue.' CHAP. XVII.
The Master sa�d, 'Man �s born for upr�ghtness. If a man lose h�s
upr�ghtness, and yet l�ve, h�s escape from death �s the effect of mere
good fortune.'

CHAP. XVIII. The Master sa�d, 'They who know the truth are not
equal to those who love �t, and they who love �t are not equal to
those who del�ght �n �t.' CHAP. XIX. The Master sa�d, 'To those
whose talents are above med�ocr�ty, the h�ghest subjects may be
announced. To those who are below med�ocr�ty, the h�ghest subjects
may not be announced.' CHAP. XX. Fan Ch'�h asked what
const�tuted w�sdom. The Master sa�d, 'To g�ve one's self earnestly to
the dut�es due to men, and, wh�le respect�ng sp�r�tual be�ngs, to keep
aloof from them, may be called w�sdom.' He asked about perfect
v�rtue. The Master sa�d, 'The man of v�rtue makes the d�ff�culty to be
overcome h�s f�rst bus�ness, and success only a subsequent
cons�derat�on;— th�s may be called perfect v�rtue.'

CHAP. XXI. The Master sa�d, 'The w�se f�nd pleasure �n water; the
v�rtuous f�nd pleasure �n h�lls. The w�se are act�ve; the v�rtuous are
tranqu�l. The w�se are joyful; the v�rtuous are long-l�ved.' CHAP. XXII.
The Master sa�d, 'Ch'�, by one change, would come to the State of
Lu. Lu, by one change, would come to a State where true pr�nc�ples
predom�nated.' CHAP. XXIII. The Master sa�d, 'A cornered vessel
w�thout corners.— A strange cornered vessel! A strange cornered
vessel!' CHAP. XXIV. Tsa� Wo asked, say�ng, 'A benevolent man,
though �t be told h�m,— 'There �s a man �n the well' w�ll go �n after
h�m, I suppose.' Confuc�us sa�d, 'Why should he do so?' A super�or

man may be made to go to the well, but he cannot be made to go
down �nto �t. He may be �mposed upon, but he cannot be fooled.'



CHAP. XXV. The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man, extens�vely
study�ng all learn�ng, and keep�ng h�mself under the restra�nt of the
rules of propr�ety, may thus l�kew�se not overstep what �s r�ght.'
CHAP. XXVI. The Master hav�ng v�s�ted Nan-tsze, Tsze-lu was
d�spleased, on wh�ch the Master swore, say�ng, 'Where�n I have
done �mproperly, may Heaven reject me, may Heaven reject me!'
CHAP. XXVII. The Master sa�d, 'Perfect �s the v�rtue wh�ch �s

accord�ng to the Constant Mean! Rare for a long t�me has been �ts
pract�se among the people.' CHAP. XXVIII. 1. Tsze-kung sa�d,
'Suppose the case of a man extens�vely conferr�ng benef�ts on the
people, and able to ass�st all, what would you say of h�m? M�ght he
be called perfectly v�rtuous?' The Master sa�d, 'Why speak only of
v�rtue �n connex�on w�th h�m? Must he not have the qual�t�es of a
sage? Even Yao and Shun were st�ll sol�c�tous about th�s. 2. 'Now the
man of perfect v�rtue, w�sh�ng to be establ�shed h�mself, seeks also
to establ�sh others; w�sh�ng to be enlarged h�mself, he seeks also to
enlarge others. 3. 'To be able to judge of others by what �s n�gh �n
ourselves;— th�s may be called the art of v�rtue.'

BOOK VII. SHU R.

CHAP. I. The Master sa�d, 'A transm�tter and not a maker, bel�ev�ng
�n and lov�ng the anc�ents, I venture to compare myself w�th our old
P'ang.' CHAP. II. The Master sa�d, 'The s�lent treasur�ng up of
knowledge; learn�ng w�thout sat�ety; and �nstruct�ng others w�thout
be�ng wear�ed:— wh�ch one of these th�ngs belongs to me?' CHAP.
III. The Master sa�d, 'The leav�ng v�rtue w�thout proper cult�vat�on; the
not thoroughly d�scuss�ng what �s learned; not be�ng able to move
towards r�ghteousness of wh�ch a knowledge �s ga�ned; and not
be�ng able to change what �s not good:— these are the th�ngs wh�ch
occas�on me sol�c�tude.'

        CHAP. IV. When the Master was unoccup�ed w�th bus�ness, h�s
manner was easy, and he looked pleased.
        CHAP. V. The Master sa�d, 'Extreme �s my decay. For a long
t�me, I have not dreamed, as I was wont to do, that I saw the duke



of Chau.'
        CHAP. VI. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Let the w�ll be set on the path
of duty.
        2. 'Let every atta�nment �n what �s good be f�rmly grasped.
        3. 'Let perfect v�rtue be accorded w�th.
        4. 'Let relaxat�on and enjoyment be found �n the pol�te arts.'

CHAP. VII. The Master sa�d, 'From the man br�ng�ng h�s bundle of
dr�ed flesh for my teach�ng upwards, I have never refused �nstruct�on
to any one.' CHAP. VIII. The Master sa�d, 'I do not open up the truth
to one who �s not eager to get knowledge, nor help out any one who
�s not anx�ous to expla�n h�mself. When I have presented one corner
of a subject to any one, and he cannot from �t learn the other three, I
do not repeat my lesson.' CHAP. IX. 1. When the Master was eat�ng
by the s�de of a mourner, he never ate to the full. 2. He d�d not s�ng
on the same day �n wh�ch he had been weep�ng. CHAP. X. 1. The
Master sa�d to Yen Yuan, 'When called to off�ce, to undertake �ts
dut�es; when not so called, to l�e ret�red;— �t �s only I and you who
have atta�ned to th�s.' 2. Tsze-lu sa�d, 'If you had the conduct of the
arm�es of a great State, whom would you have to act w�th you?' 3.
The Master sa�d, 'I would not have h�m to act w�th me, who w�ll
unarmed attack a t�ger, or cross a r�ver w�thout a boat, dy�ng w�thout
any regret. My assoc�ate must be the man who proceeds to act�on
full of sol�c�tude, who �s fond of adjust�ng h�s plans, and then carr�es
them �nto execut�on.' CHAP. XI. The Master sa�d, 'If the search for
r�ches �s sure to be successful, though I should become a groom
w�th wh�p �n hand to get them, I w�ll do so. As the search may not be
successful, I w�ll follow after that wh�ch I love.' CHAP. XII. The th�ngs
�n reference to wh�ch the Master exerc�sed the greatest caut�on were
— fast�ng, war, and s�ckness.

CHAP. XIII. When the Master was �n Ch'�, he heard the Shao, and for
three months d�d not know the taste of flesh. 'I d�d not th�nk'' he sa�d,
'that mus�c could have been made so excellent as th�s.' CHAP. XIV.
1. Yen Yu sa�d, 'Is our Master for the ruler of We�?' Tsze-kung sa�d,
'Oh! I w�ll ask h�m.' 2. He went �n accord�ngly, and sa�d, 'What sort of
men were Po-� and Shu-ch'�?' 'They were anc�ent worth�es,' sa�d the



Master. 'D�d they have any rep�n�ngs because of the�r course?' The
Master aga�n repl�ed, 'They sought to act v�rtuously, and they d�d so;
what was there for them to rep�ne about?' On th�s, Tsze-kung went
out and sa�d, 'Our Master �s not for h�m.'

CHAP. XV. The Master sa�d, 'W�th coarse r�ce to eat, w�th water to
dr�nk, and my bended arm for a p�llow;— I have st�ll joy �n the m�dst
of these th�ngs. R�ches and honours acqu�red by unr�ghteousness,
are to me as a float�ng cloud.' CHAP. XVI. The Master sa�d, 'If some
years were added to my l�fe, I would g�ve f�fty to the study of the Y�,
and then I m�ght come to be w�thout great faults.' CHAP. XVII The
Master's frequent themes of d�scourse were— the Odes, the H�story,
and the ma�ntenance of the Rules of Propr�ety. On all these he
frequently d�scoursed.

CHAP. XVIII. 1. The Duke of Sheh asked Tsze-lu about Confuc�us,
and Tsze-lu d�d not answer h�m. 2. The Master sa�d, 'Why d�d you
not say to h�m,— He �s s�mply a man, who �n h�s eager pursu�t (of
knowledge) forgets h�s food, who �n the joy of �ts atta�nment forgets
h�s sorrows, and who does not perce�ve that old age �s com�ng on?'
CHAP. XIX. The Master sa�d, 'I am not one who was born �n the
possess�on of knowledge; I am one who �s fond of ant�qu�ty, and
earnest �n seek�ng �t there.' CHAP. XX. The subjects on wh�ch the
Master d�d not talk, were— extraord�nary th�ngs, feats of strength,
d�sorder, and sp�r�tual be�ngs.

CHAP. XXI. The Master sa�d, 'When I walk along w�th two others,
they may serve me as my teachers. I w�ll select the�r good qual�t�es
and follow them, the�r bad qual�t�es and avo�d them.' CHAP. XXII.
The Master sa�d, 'Heaven produced the v�rtue that �s �n me. Hwan
T'u�— what can he do to me?' CHAP. XXIII. The Master sa�d, 'Do you
th�nk, my d�sc�ples, that I have any concealments? I conceal noth�ng
from you. There �s noth�ng wh�ch I do that �s not shown to you, my
d�sc�ples;— that �s my way.' CHAP. XXIV. There were four th�ngs
wh�ch the Master taught,— letters, eth�cs, devot�on of soul, and
truthfulness.



CHAP. XXV. 1. The Master sa�d, 'A sage �t �s not m�ne to see; could I
see a man of real talent and v�rtue, that would sat�sfy me.' 2. The
Master sa�d, 'A good man �t �s not m�ne to see; could I see a man
possessed of constancy, that would sat�sfy me. 3. 'Hav�ng not and
yet affect�ng to have, empty and yet affect�ng to be full, stra�tened
and yet affect�ng to be at ease:— �t �s d�ff�cult w�th such
character�st�cs to have constancy.' CHAP. XXVI. The Master angled,
— but d�d not use a net. He shot,— but not at b�rds perch�ng. CHAP.
XXVII. The Master sa�d, 'There may be those who act w�thout
know�ng why. I do not do so. Hear�ng much and select�ng what �s
good and follow�ng �t; see�ng much and keep�ng �t �n memory:— th�s
�s the second style of knowledge.'

CHAP. XXVIII. 1. It was d�ff�cult to talk (prof�tably and reputably) w�th
the people of Hu-hs�ang, and a lad of that place hav�ng had an
�nterv�ew w�th the Master, the d�sc�ples doubted. 2. The Master sa�d,
'I adm�t people's approach to me w�thout comm�tt�ng myself as to
what they may do when they have ret�red. Why must one be so
severe? If a man pur�fy h�mself to wa�t upon me, I rece�ve h�m so
pur�f�ed, w�thout guarantee�ng h�s past conduct.' CHAP. XXIX. The
Master sa�d, 'Is v�rtue a th�ng remote? I w�sh to be v�rtuous, and lo!
v�rtue �s at hand.' CHAP. XXX. 1. The m�n�ster of cr�me of Ch'an
asked whether the duke Chao knew propr�ety, and Confuc�us sa�d,
'He knew propr�ety.' 2. Confuc�us hav�ng ret�red, the m�n�ster bowed
to Wu-ma Ch'�

to come forward, and sa�d, 'I have heard that the super�or man �s not
a part�san. May the super�or man be a part�san also? The pr�nce
marr�ed a daughter of the house of Wu, of the same surname w�th
h�mself, and called her,— "The elder Tsze of Wu." If the pr�nce knew
propr�ety, who does not know �t?' 3. Wu-ma Ch'� reported these
remarks, and the Master sa�d, 'I am fortunate! If I have any errors,
people are sure to know them.' CHAP. XXXI. When the Master was
�n company w�th a person who was s�ng�ng, �f he sang well, he would
make h�m repeat the song, wh�le he accompan�ed �t w�th h�s own
vo�ce. CHAP. XXXII. The Master sa�d, 'In letters I am perhaps equal



to other men, but the character of the super�or man, carry�ng out �n
h�s conduct what he professes, �s what I have not yet atta�ned to.'

CHAP. XXXIII. The Master sa�d, 'The sage and the man of perfect
v�rtue;— how dare I rank myself w�th them? It may s�mply be sa�d of
me, that I str�ve to become such w�thout sat�ety, and teach others
w�thout wear�ness.' Kung-hs� Hwa sa�d, 'Th�s �s just what we, the
d�sc�ples, cannot �m�tate you �n.' CHAP. XXXIV. The Master be�ng
very s�ck, Tsze-lu asked leave to pray for h�m. He sa�d, 'May such a
th�ng be done?' Tsze-lu repl�ed, 'It may. In the Eulog�es �t �s sa�d,
"Prayer has been made for thee to the sp�r�ts of the upper and lower
worlds."' The Master sa�d, 'My pray�ng has been for a long t�me.'

CHAP. XXXV. The Master sa�d, 'Extravagance leads to
�nsubord�nat�on, and pars�mony to meanness. It �s better to be mean
than to be �nsubord�nate.' CHAP. XXXVI. The Master sa�d, 'The
super�or man �s sat�sf�ed and composed; the mean man �s always full
of d�stress.' CHAP. XXXVII. The Master was m�ld, and yet d�gn�f�ed;
majest�c, and yet not f�erce; respectful, and yet easy.

BOOK VIII. T'AI-PO.

CHAP. I. The Master sa�d, 'T'a�-po may be sa�d to have reached the
h�ghest po�nt of v�rtuous act�on. Thr�ce he decl�ned the k�ngdom, and
the people �n �gnorance of h�s mot�ves could not express the�r
approbat�on of h�s conduct.'

CHAP. II. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Respectfulness, w�thout the rules of
propr�ety, becomes labor�ous bustle; carefulness, w�thout the rules of
propr�ety, becomes t�m�d�ty; boldness, w�thout the rules of propr�ety,
becomes �nsubord�nat�on; stra�ghtforwardness, w�thout the rules of
propr�ety, becomes rudeness. 2. 'When those who are �n h�gh
stat�ons perform well all the�r dut�es to the�r relat�ons, the people are
aroused to v�rtue. When old fr�ends are not neglected by them, the
people are preserved from meanness.' CHAP. III. The ph�losopher
Tsang be�ng �ll, he called to h�m the d�sc�ples of h�s school, and sa�d,
'Uncover my feet, uncover my hands. It �s sa�d �n the Book of Poetry,



"We should be apprehens�ve and caut�ous, as �f on the br�nk of a
deep gulf, as �f tread�ng on th�n �ce," and so have I been. Now and
hereafter, I know my escape from all �njury to my person, O ye, my
l�ttle ch�ldren.'

CHAP. IV. 1. The ph�losopher Tsang be�ng �ll, Meng Chang went to
ask how he was. 2. Tsang sa�d to h�m, 'When a b�rd �s about to d�e,
�ts notes are mournful; when a man �s about to d�e, h�s words are
good. 3. 'There are three pr�nc�ples of conduct wh�ch the man of h�gh
rank should cons�der spec�ally �mportant:— that �n h�s deportment
and manner he keep from v�olence and heedlessness; that �n
regulat�ng h�s countenance he keep near to s�ncer�ty; and that �n h�s
words and tones he keep far from lowness and �mpropr�ety. As to
such matters as attend�ng to the sacr�f�c�al vessels, there are the
proper off�cers for them.'

CHAP. V. The ph�losopher Tsang sa�d, 'G�fted w�th ab�l�ty, and yet
putt�ng quest�ons to those who were not so; possessed of much, and
yet putt�ng quest�ons to those possessed of l�ttle; hav�ng, as though
he had not; full, and yet count�ng h�mself as empty; offended aga�nst,
and yet enter�ng �nto no altercat�on; formerly I had a fr�end who
pursued th�s style of conduct.' CHAP. VI. The ph�losopher Tsang
sa�d, 'Suppose that there �s an �nd�v�dual who can be entrusted w�th
the charge of a young orphan pr�nce, and can be comm�ss�oned w�th
author�ty over a state of a hundred l�, and whom no emergency
however great can dr�ve from h�s pr�nc�ples:— �s such a man a
super�or man? He �s a super�or man �ndeed.' CHAP. VII. 1. The
ph�losopher Tsang sa�d, 'The off�cer may not be w�thout breadth of
m�nd and v�gorous endurance. H�s burden �s heavy and h�s course �s
long.

2. 'Perfect v�rtue �s the burden wh�ch he cons�ders �t �s h�s to susta�n;
— �s �t not heavy? Only w�th death does h�s course stop;— �s �t not
long? CHAP. VIII. 1. The Master sa�d, 'It �s by the Odes that the m�nd
�s aroused. 2. 'It �s by the Rules of Propr�ety that the character �s
establ�shed. 3. 'It �s from Mus�c that the f�n�sh �s rece�ved.' CHAP. IX.
The Master sa�d, 'The people may be made to follow a path of



act�on, but they may not be made to understand �t.' CHAP. X. The
Master sa�d, 'The man who �s fond of dar�ng and �s d�ssat�sf�ed w�th
poverty, w�ll proceed to �nsubord�nat�on. So w�ll the man who �s not
v�rtuous, when you carry your d�sl�ke of h�m to an extreme.'

CHAP. XI. The Master sa�d, 'Though a man have ab�l�t�es as
adm�rable as those of the Duke of Chau, yet �f he be proud and
n�ggardly, those other th�ngs are really not worth be�ng looked at.'
CHAP. XII. The Master sa�d, 'It �s not easy to f�nd a man who has
learned for three years w�thout com�ng to be good.' CHAP. XIII. 1.
The Master sa�d, 'W�th s�ncere fa�th he un�tes the love of learn�ng;
hold�ng f�rm to death, he �s perfect�ng the excellence of h�s course. 2.
'Such an one w�ll not enter a totter�ng State, nor dwell �n a
d�sorgan�zed one. When r�ght pr�nc�ples of government preva�l �n the
k�ngdom, he w�ll show h�mself; when they are prostrated, he w�ll
keep concealed. 3. 'When a country �s well-governed, poverty and a
mean cond�t�on are th�ngs to be ashamed of. When a country �s �ll-
governed, r�ches and honour are th�ngs to be ashamed of.'

CHAP. XIV. The Master sa�d, 'He who �s not �n any part�cular off�ce,
has noth�ng to do w�th plans for the adm�n�strat�on of �ts dut�es.'
CHAP. XV. The Master sa�d, 'When the mus�c master Ch�h f�rst
entered on h�s off�ce, the f�n�sh of the Kwan Tsu was magn�f�cent;—
how �t f�lled the ears!' CHAP. XVI. The Master sa�d, 'Ardent and yet
not upr�ght; stup�d and yet not attent�ve; s�mple and yet not s�ncere:
— such persons I do not understand.' CHAP. XVII. The Master sa�d,
'Learn as �f you could not reach your object, and were always fear�ng
also lest you should lose �t.' CHAP. XVIII. The Master sa�d, 'How
majest�c was the manner �n wh�ch Shun and Yu held possess�on of
the emp�re, as �f �t were noth�ng to them!'

CHAP. XIX. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Great �ndeed was Yao as a
sovere�gn! How majest�c was he! It �s only Heaven that �s grand, and
only Yao corresponded to �t. How vast was h�s v�rtue! The people
could f�nd no name for �t. 2. 'How majest�c was he �n the works wh�ch
he accompl�shed! How glor�ous �n the elegant regulat�ons wh�ch he
�nst�tuted!' CHAP. XX. 1. Shun had f�ve m�n�sters, and the emp�re



was well-governed. 2. K�ng Wu sa�d, 'I have ten able m�n�sters.' 3.
Confuc�us sa�d, 'Is not the say�ng that talents are d�ff�cult to f�nd,
true? Only when the dynast�es of T'ang and Yu met, were they more
abundant than �n th�s of Chau, yet there was a woman among them.
The able m�n�sters were no more than n�ne men.

4. 'K�ng Wan possessed two of the three parts of the emp�re, and
w�th those he served the dynasty of Y�n. The v�rtue of the house of
Chau may be sa�d to have reached the h�ghest po�nt �ndeed.' CHAP.
XXI. The Master sa�d, 'I can f�nd no flaw �n the character of Yu. He
used h�mself coarse food and dr�nk, but d�splayed the utmost f�l�al
p�ety towards the sp�r�ts. H�s ord�nary garments were poor, but he
d�splayed the utmost elegance �n h�s sacr�f�c�al cap and apron. He
l�ved �n a low mean house, but expended all h�s strength on the
d�tches and water-channels. I can f�nd noth�ng l�ke a flaw �n Yu.'

BOOK IX. TSZE HAN.



CHAP. I. The subjects of wh�ch the Master seldom spoke were—
prof�tableness, and also the appo�ntments of Heaven, and perfect
v�rtue. CHAP. II. 1. A man of the v�llage of Ta-hs�ang sa�d, 'Great
�ndeed �s the ph�losopher K'ung! H�s learn�ng �s extens�ve, and yet he
does not render h�s name famous by any part�cular th�ng.' 2. The
Master heard the observat�on, and sa�d to h�s d�sc�ples, 'What shall I
pract�se? Shall I pract�se char�oteer�ng, or shall I pract�se archery? I
w�ll pract�se char�oteer�ng.'

CHAP. III. 1. The Master sa�d, 'The l�nen cap �s that prescr�bed by the
rules of ceremony, but now a s�lk one �s worn. It �s econom�cal, and I
follow the common pract�ce. 2. 'The rules of ceremony prescr�be the
bow�ng below the hall, but now the pract�ce �s to bow only after
ascend�ng �t. That �s arrogant. I cont�nue to bow below the hall,
though I oppose the common pract�ce.' CHAP. IV. There were four
th�ngs from wh�ch the Master was ent�rely free. He had no foregone
conclus�ons, no arb�trary predeterm�nat�ons, no obst�nacy, and no
ego�sm. CHAP. V. 1. The Master was put �n fear �n K'wang. 2. He
sa�d, 'After the death of K�ng Wan, was not the cause of truth lodged
here �n me?

3. 'If Heaven had w�shed to let th�s cause of truth per�sh, then I, a
future mortal, should not have got such a relat�on to that cause.
Wh�le Heaven does not let the cause of truth per�sh, what can the
people of K'wang do to me?' CHAP. VI. 1. A h�gh off�cer asked Tsze-
kung, say�ng, 'May we not say that your Master �s a sage? How
var�ous �s h�s ab�l�ty!' 2. Tsze-kung sa�d, 'Certa�nly Heaven has
endowed h�m unl�m�tedly. He �s about a sage. And, moreover, h�s
ab�l�ty �s var�ous.' 3. The Master heard of the conversat�on and sa�d,
'Does the h�gh off�cer know me? When I was young, my cond�t�on
was low, and therefore I acqu�red my ab�l�ty �n many th�ngs, but they
were mean matters. Must the super�or man have such var�ety of
ab�l�ty? He does not need var�ety of ab�l�ty.' 4. Lao sa�d, 'The Master
sa�d, "Hav�ng no off�c�al employment, I acqu�red many arts."'

CHAP. VII. The Master sa�d, 'Am I �ndeed possessed of knowledge?
I am not know�ng. But �f a mean person, who appears qu�te empty-



l�ke, ask anyth�ng of me, I set �t forth from one end to the other, and
exhaust �t.' CHAP. VIII. The Master sa�d, 'The FANG b�rd does not
come; the r�ver sends forth no map:— �t �s all over w�th me!' CHAP.
IX. When the Master saw a person �n a mourn�ng dress, or any one
w�th the cap and upper and lower garments of full dress, or a bl�nd
person, on observ�ng them approach�ng, though they were younger
than h�mself, he would r�se up, and �f he had to pass by them, he
would do so hast�ly.

CHAP. X. 1. Yen Yuan, �n adm�rat�on of the Master's doctr�nes,
s�ghed and sa�d, 'I looked up to them, and they seemed to become
more h�gh; I tr�ed to penetrate them, and they seemed to become
more f�rm; I looked at them before me, and suddenly they seemed to
be beh�nd. 2. 'The Master, by orderly method, sk�lfully leads men on.
He enlarged my m�nd w�th learn�ng, and taught me the restra�nts of
propr�ety. 3. 'When I w�sh to g�ve over the study of h�s doctr�nes, I
cannot do so, and hav�ng exerted all my ab�l�ty, there seems
someth�ng to stand r�ght up before me; but though I w�sh to follow
and lay hold of �t, I really f�nd no way to do so.' CHAP. XI. 1. The
Master be�ng very �ll, Tsze-lu w�shed the d�sc�ples to act as m�n�sters
to h�m. 2. Dur�ng a rem�ss�on of h�s �llness, he sa�d, 'Long has the
conduct of Yu been dece�tful! By pretend�ng to have m�n�sters when I
have them not, whom should I �mpose upon? Should I �mpose upon
Heaven?

3. 'Moreover, than that I should d�e �n the hands of m�n�sters, �s �t not
better that I should d�e �n the hands of you, my d�sc�ples? And though
I may not get a great bur�al, shall I d�e upon the road?' CHAP. XII.
Tsze-kung sa�d, 'There �s a beaut�ful gem here. Should I lay �t up �n a
case and keep �t? or should I seek for a good pr�ce and sell �t?' The
Master sa�d, 'Sell �t! Sell �t! But I would wa�t for one to offer the pr�ce.'
CHAP. XIII. 1. The Master was w�sh�ng to go and l�ve among the n�ne
w�ld tr�bes of the east. 2. Some one sa�d, 'They are rude. How can
you do such a th�ng?' The Master sa�d, 'If a super�or man dwelt
among them, what rudeness would there be?' CHAP. XIV. The
Master sa�d, 'I returned from We� to Lu, and then the mus�c was



reformed, and the p�eces �n the Royal songs and Pra�se songs all
found the�r proper places.'

CHAP. XV. The Master sa�d, 'Abroad, to serve the h�gh m�n�sters and
nobles; at home, to serve one's father and elder brothers; �n all
dut�es to the dead, not to dare not to exert one's self; and not to be
overcome of w�ne:— wh�ch one of these th�ngs do I atta�n to?' CHAP.
XVI. The Master stand�ng by a stream, sa�d, 'It passes on just l�ke
th�s, not ceas�ng day or n�ght!' CHAP. XVII. The Master sa�d, 'I have
not seen one who loves v�rtue as he loves beauty.' CHAP. XVIII. The
Master sa�d, 'The prosecut�on of learn�ng may be compared to what
may happen �n ra�s�ng a mound. If there want but one basket of earth
to complete the work, and I stop, the

stopp�ng �s my own work. It may be compared to throw�ng down the
earth on the level ground. Though but one basketful �s thrown at a
t�me, the advanc�ng w�th �t �s my own go�ng forward.' CHAP. XIX. The
Master sa�d, 'Never flagg�ng when I set forth anyth�ng to h�m;— ah!
that �s Hu�.' CHAP. XX. The Master sa�d of Yen Yuan, 'Alas! I saw h�s
constant advance. I never saw h�m stop �n h�s progress.' CHAP. XXI.
The Master sa�d, 'There are cases �n wh�ch the blade spr�ngs, but
the plant does not go on to flower! There are cases where �t flowers,
but no fru�t �s subsequently produced!' CHAP. XXII. The Master sa�d,
'A youth �s to be regarded w�th respect. How do we know that h�s
future w�ll not be equal to our present? If he reach the age of forty or
f�fty, and has not made h�mself heard of, then �ndeed he w�ll not be
worth be�ng regarded w�th respect.'

CHAP. XXV. The Master sa�d, 'Can men refuse to assent to the
words of str�ct admon�t�on? But �t �s reform�ng the conduct because
of them wh�ch �s valuable. Can men refuse to be pleased w�th words
of gentle adv�ce? But �t �s unfold�ng the�r a�m wh�ch �s valuable. If a
man be pleased w�th these words, but does not unfold the�r a�m, and
assents to those, but does not reform h�s conduct, I can really do
noth�ng w�th h�m.' CHAP. XXIV. The Master sa�d, 'Hold fa�thfulness
and s�ncer�ty as f�rst pr�nc�ples. Have no fr�ends not equal to yourself.
When you have faults, do not fear to abandon them.' CHAP. XXV.



The Master sa�d, 'The commander of the forces of a large state may
be carr�ed off, but the w�ll of even a common man cannot be taken
from h�m.'

CHAP. XXVI. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Dressed h�mself �n a tattered robe
qu�lted w�th hemp, yet stand�ng by the s�de of men dressed �n furs,
and not ashamed;— ah! �t �s Yu who �s equal to th�s! 2. '"He d�sl�kes
none, he covets noth�ng;— what can he do but what �s good!"' 3.
Tsze-lu kept cont�nually repeat�ng these words of the ode, when the
Master sa�d, 'Those th�ngs are by no means suff�c�ent to const�tute
(perfect) excellence.' CHAP. XXVII. The Master sa�d, 'When the year
becomes cold, then we know how the p�ne and the cypress are the
last to lose the�r leaves.' CHAP. XXVIII. The Master sa�d, 'The w�se
are free from perplex�t�es; the v�rtuous from anx�ety; and the bold
from fear.' CHAP. XXIX. The Master sa�d, 'There are some w�th
whom we may study �n common, but we shall f�nd them unable to go
along

w�th us to pr�nc�ples. Perhaps we may go on w�th them to pr�nc�ples,
but we shall f�nd them unable to get establ�shed �n those along w�th
us. Or �f we may get so establ�shed along w�th them, we shall f�nd
them unable to we�gh occurr�ng events along w�th us.' CHAP. XXX.
1. How the flowers of the aspen-plum flutter and turn! Do I not th�nk
of you? But your house �s d�stant. 2. The Master sa�d, 'It �s the want
of thought about �t. How �s �t d�stant?'

BOOK X. HEANG TANG.

CHAP. I. 1. Confuc�us, �n h�s v�llage, looked s�mple and s�ncere, and
as �f he were not able to speak. 2. When he was �n the pr�nce's
ancestor�al temple, or �n the court, he spoke m�nutely on every po�nt,
but caut�ously. CHAP II. 1. When he was wa�t�ng at court, �n
speak�ng w�th the great off�cers of the lower grade, he spake freely,
but �n a stra�ghtforward manner; �n speak�ng w�th those of the h�gher
grade, he d�d so blandly, but prec�sely. 2. When the ruler was
present, h�s manner d�splayed respectful uneas�ness; �t was grave,
but self-possessed.



CHAP. III. 1. When the pr�nce called h�m to employ h�m �n the
recept�on of a v�s�tor, h�s countenance appeared to change, and h�s
legs to move forward w�th d�ff�culty. 2. He �ncl�ned h�mself to the other
off�cers among whom he stood, mov�ng h�s left or r�ght arm, as the�r
pos�t�on requ�red, but keep�ng the sk�rts of h�s robe before and
beh�nd evenly adjusted. 3. He hastened forward, w�th h�s arms l�ke
the w�ngs of a b�rd. 4. When the guest had ret�red, he would report to
the pr�nce, 'The v�s�tor �s not turn�ng round any more.' CHAP. IV. 1.
When he entered the palace gate, he seemed to bend h�s body, as �f
�t were not suff�c�ent to adm�t h�m. 2. When he was stand�ng, he d�d
not occupy the m�ddle of the gate-way; when he passed �n or out, he
d�d not tread upon the threshold. 3. When he was pass�ng the vacant
place of the pr�nce, h�s countenance appeared to change, and h�s
legs to bend under h�m, and h�s words came as �f he hardly had
breath to utter them. 4. He ascended the recept�on hall, hold�ng up
h�s robe w�th both h�s hands, and h�s body bent; hold�ng �n h�s breath
also, as �f he dared not breathe. 5. When he came out from the
aud�ence, as soon as he had descended one step, he began to relax
h�s countenance, and had a sat�sf�ed look. When he had got to the
bottom of the steps, he advanced rap�dly to h�s place, w�th h�s arms
l�ke w�ngs, and on occupy�ng �t, h�s manner st�ll showed respectful
uneas�ness. CHAP. V. 1. When he was carry�ng the scepter of h�s
ruler, he seemed to bend h�s body, as �f he were not able to bear �ts
we�ght. He d�d not hold �t h�gher than the pos�t�on of the hands �n
mak�ng

a bow, nor lower than the�r pos�t�on �n g�v�ng anyth�ng to another. H�s
countenance seemed to change, and look apprehens�ve, and he
dragged h�s feet along as �f they were held by someth�ng to the
ground. 2. In present�ng the presents w�th wh�ch he was charged, he
wore a plac�d appearance. 3. At h�s pr�vate aud�ence, he looked
h�ghly pleased. CHAP. VI. 1. The super�or man d�d not use a deep
purple, or a puce colour, �n the ornaments of h�s dress. 2. Even �n h�s
undress, he d�d not wear anyth�ng of a red or redd�sh colour. 3. In
warm weather, he had a s�ngle garment e�ther of coarse or f�ne
texture, but he wore �t d�splayed over an �nner garment. 4. Over



lamb's fur he wore a garment of black; over fawn's fur one of wh�te;
and over fox's fur one of yellow.

5. The fur robe of h�s undress was long, w�th the r�ght sleeve short.
6. He requ�red h�s sleep�ng dress to be half as long aga�n as h�s
body. 7. When stay�ng at home, he used th�ck furs of the fox or the
badger. 8. When he put off mourn�ng, he wore all the appendages of
the g�rdle. 9. H�s under-garment, except when �t was requ�red to be
of the curta�n shape, was made of s�lk cut narrow above and w�de
below. 10. He d�d not wear lamb's fur or a black cap, on a v�s�t of
condolence. 11. On the f�rst day of the month he put on h�s court
robes, and presented h�mself at court.

CHAP. VII. 1. When fast�ng, he thought �t necessary to have h�s
clothes br�ghtly clean and made of l�nen cloth. 2. When fast�ng, he
thought �t necessary to change h�s food, and also to change the
place where he commonly sat �n the apartment. CHAP. VIII. 1. He
d�d not d�sl�ke to have h�s r�ce f�nely cleaned, nor to have h�s m�nced
meat cut qu�te small. 2. He d�d not eat r�ce wh�ch had been �njured
by heat or damp and turned sour, nor f�sh or flesh wh�ch was gone.
He d�d not eat what was d�scoloured, or what was of a bad flavour,
nor anyth�ng wh�ch was �ll-cooked, or was not �n season. 3. He d�d
not eat meat wh�ch was not cut properly, nor what was served
w�thout �ts proper sauce. 4. Though there m�ght be a large quant�ty of
meat, he would not allow what he took to exceed the due proport�on
for the r�ce. It was only �n w�ne that he la�d down no l�m�t for h�mself,
but he d�d not allow h�mself to be confused by �t. 5. He d�d not
partake of w�ne and dr�ed meat bought �n the market. 6. He was
never w�thout g�nger when he ate. 7. He d�d not eat much. 8. When
he had been ass�st�ng at the pr�nce's sacr�f�ce, he d�d not keep the
flesh wh�ch he rece�ved overn�ght. The flesh of h�s fam�ly sacr�f�ce he
d�d not keep over three days. If kept over three days, people could
not eat �t. 9. When eat�ng, he d�d not converse. When �n bed, he d�d
not speak. 10. Although h�s food m�ght be coarse r�ce and vegetable
soup, he would offer a l�ttle of �t �n sacr�f�ce w�th a grave, respectful
a�r. CHAP. IX. If h�s mat was not stra�ght, he d�d not s�t on �t. CHAP.
X. 1. When the v�llagers were dr�nk�ng together, on those who carr�ed



staffs go�ng out, he went out �mmed�ately after. 2. When the v�llagers
were go�ng through the�r ceremon�es to dr�ve away pest�lent�al
�nfluences, he put on h�s court robes and stood on the eastern steps.

CHAP. XI. 1. When he was send�ng compl�mentary �nqu�r�es to any
one �n another State, he bowed tw�ce as he escorted the messenger
away. 2. Ch� K'ang hav�ng sent h�m a present of phys�c, he bowed
and rece�ved �t, say�ng, 'I do not know �t. I dare not taste �t.' CHAP.
XII. The stable be�ng burned down, when he was at court, on h�s
return he sa�d, 'Has any man been hurt?' He d�d not ask about the
horses. CHAP. XIII. 1. When the pr�nce sent h�m a g�ft of cooked
meat, he would adjust h�s mat, f�rst taste �t, and then g�ve �t away to
others. When the pr�nce sent h�m a g�ft of undressed meat, he would
have �t cooked, and offer �t to the sp�r�ts of h�s ancestors. When the
pr�nce sent h�m a g�ft of a l�v�ng an�mal, he would keep �t al�ve. 2.
When he was �n attendance on the pr�nce and jo�n�ng �n the
enterta�nment, the pr�nce only sacr�f�ced. He f�rst tasted everyth�ng.

3. When he was �ll and the pr�nce came to v�s�t h�m, he had h�s head
to the east, made h�s court robes be spread over h�m, and drew h�s
g�rdle across them. 4. When the pr�nce's order called h�m, w�thout
wa�t�ng for h�s carr�age to be yoked, he went at once. CHAP. XIV.
When he entered the ancestral temple of the State, he asked about
everyth�ng. CHAP. XV. 1. When any of h�s fr�ends d�ed, �f he had no
relat�ons who could be depended on for the necessary off�ces, he
would say, 'I w�ll bury h�m.' 2. When a fr�end sent h�m a present,
though �t m�ght be a carr�age and horses, he d�d not bow. 3. The only
present for wh�ch he bowed was that of the flesh of sacr�f�ce. CHAP.
XVI. 1. In bed, he d�d not l�e l�ke a corpse. At home, he d�d not put on
any formal deportment. 2. When he saw any one �n a mourn�ng
dress, though �t m�ght be an acqua�ntance, he would change
countenance; when he saw any one wear�ng the cap of full dress, or
a bl�nd person, though he m�ght be �n h�s undress, he would salute
them �n a ceremon�ous manner. 3. To any person �n mourn�ng he
bowed forward to the crossbar of h�s carr�age; he bowed �n the same
way to any one bear�ng the tables of populat�on. 4. When he was at
an enterta�nment where there was an abundance of prov�s�ons set



before h�m, he would change countenance and r�se up. 5. On a
sudden clap of thunder, or a v�olent w�nd, he would change
countenance. CHAP. XVII. 1. When he was about to mount h�s
carr�age, he would stand stra�ght, hold�ng the cord. 2. When he was
�n the carr�age, he d�d not turn h�s head qu�te round, he d�d not talk
hast�ly, he d�d not po�nt w�th h�s hands. CHAP. XVIII. 1. See�ng the
countenance, �t �nstantly r�ses. It fl�es round, and by and by settles. 2.
The Master sa�d, 'There �s the hen-pheasant on the h�ll br�dge. At �ts
season! At �ts season!' Tsze-lu made a mot�on to �t. Thr�ce �t smelt
h�m and then rose.

BOOK XI. HSIEN TSIN.

CHAP. I. 1. The Master sa�d, 'The men of former t�mes, �n the
matters of ceremon�es and mus�c were rust�cs, �t �s sa�d, wh�le the
men of these latter t�mes, �n ceremon�es and mus�c, are
accompl�shed gentlemen. 2. 'If I have occas�on to use those th�ngs, I
follow the men of former t�mes.' CHAP. II. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Of
those who were w�th me �n Ch'an and Ts'a�, there are none to be
found to enter my door.' 2. D�st�ngu�shed for the�r v�rtuous pr�nc�ples
and pract�ce, there were Yen Yuan, M�n Tsze-ch'�en, Zan Po-n�u, and
Chung-kung; for the�r ab�l�ty �n speech, Tsa� Wo and Tsze-kung; for
the�r adm�n�s-

trat�ve talents, Zan Yu and Ch� Lu; for the�r l�terary acqu�rements,
Tsze-yu and Tsze-hs�a. CHAP. III. The Master sa�d, 'Hu� g�ves me no
ass�stance. There �s noth�ng that I say �n wh�ch he does not del�ght.'
CHAP. IV. The Master sa�d, 'F�l�al �ndeed �s M�n Tsze-ch'�en! Other
people say noth�ng of h�m d�fferent from the report of h�s parents and
brothers.' CHAP. V. Nan Yung was frequently repeat�ng the l�nes
about a wh�te scepter stone. Confuc�us gave h�m the daughter of h�s
elder brother to w�fe.

CHAP. VI. Ch� K'ang asked wh�ch of the d�sc�ples loved to learn.
Confuc�us repl�ed to h�m, 'There was Yen Hu�; he loved to learn.
Unfortunately h�s appo�nted t�me was short, and he d�ed. Now there
�s no one who loves to learn, as he d�d.' CHAP. VII. 1. When Yen



Yuan d�ed, Yen Lu begged the carr�age of the Master to sell and get
an outer shell for h�s son's coff�n. 2. The Master sa�d, 'Every one
calls h�s son h�s son, whether he has talents or has not talents.
There was L�; when he d�ed, he had a coff�n but no outer shell. I
would not walk on foot to get a shell for h�m, because, hav�ng
followed �n the rear of the great off�cers, �t was not proper that I
should walk on foot.' CHAP. VIII. When Yen Yuan d�ed, the Master
sa�d, 'Alas! Heaven �s destroy�ng me! Heaven �s destroy�ng me!'

CHAP. IX. 1. When Yen Yuan d�ed, the Master bewa�led h�m
exceed�ngly, and the d�sc�ples who were w�th h�m sa�d, 'Master, your
gr�ef �s excess�ve?' 2. 'Is �t excess�ve?' sa�d he. 3. 'If I am not to
mourn b�tterly for th�s man, for whom should I mourn?' CHAP. X. 1.
When Yen Yuan d�ed, the d�sc�ples w�shed to g�ve h�m a great
funeral, and the Master sa�d, 'You may not do so.' 2. The d�sc�ples
d�d bury h�m �n great style. 3. The Master sa�d, 'Hu� behaved towards
me as h�s father. I have not been able to treat h�m as my son. The
fault �s not m�ne; �t belongs to you, O d�sc�ples.' CHAP. XI. Ch� Lu
asked about serv�ng the sp�r�ts of the dead. The Master sa�d, 'Wh�le
you are not able to serve men, how can you serve the�r sp�r�ts?' Ch�
Lu added, 'I venture to ask about

death?' He was answered, 'Wh�le you do not know l�fe, how can you
know about death?' CHAP. XII. 1. The d�sc�ple M�n was stand�ng by
h�s s�de, look�ng bland and prec�se; Tsze-lu, look�ng bold and
sold�erly; Zan Yu and Tsze-kung, w�th a free and stra�ghtforward
manner. The Master was pleased. 2. He sa�d, 'Yu, there!— he w�ll
not d�e a natural death.' CHAP. XIII. 1. Some part�es �n Lu were
go�ng to take down and rebu�ld the Long Treasury. 2. M�n Tsze-ch'�en
sa�d, 'Suppose �t were to be repa�red after �ts old style;— why must �t
be altered and made anew?' 3. The Master sa�d, 'Th�s man seldom
speaks; when he does, he �s sure to h�t the po�nt.'

CHAP. XIV. 1. The Master sa�d, 'What has the lute of Yu to do �n my
door?' 2. The other d�sc�ples began not to respect Tsze-lu. The
Master sa�d, 'Yu has ascended to the hall, though he has not yet
passed �nto the �nner apartments.' CHAP. XV. 1. Tsze-kung asked



wh�ch of the two, Sh�h or Shang, was the super�or. The Master sa�d,
'Sh�h goes beyond the due mean, and Shang does not come up to
�t.' 2. 'Then,' sa�d Tsze-kung, 'the super�or�ty �s w�th Sh�h, I suppose.'
3. The Master sa�d, 'To go beyond �s as wrong as to fall short.'
CHAP. XVI. 1. The head of the Ch� fam�ly was r�cher than the duke of
Chau had been, and yet Ch'�u collected h�s �mposts for h�m, and
�ncreased h�s wealth.

        2. The Master sa�d, 'He �s no d�sc�ple of m�ne. My l�ttle
ch�ldren, beat the drum and assa�l h�m.'
        CHAP. XVII. 1. Ch'a� �s s�mple.
        2. Shan �s dull.
        3. Sh�h �s spec�ous.
        4. Yu �s coarse.
        CHAP. XVIII. 1. The Master sa�d, 'There �s Hu�! He has nearly
atta�ned to perfect v�rtue. He �s often �n want.
        2. 'Ts'ze does not acqu�esce �n the appo�ntments of Heaven,
and h�s goods are �ncreased by h�m. Yet h�s judgments are often
correct.'
        CHAP. XIX. Tsze-chang asked what were the character�st�cs of

the GOOD man. The Master sa�d, 'He does not tread �n the footsteps
of others, but moreover, he does not enter the chamber of the sage.'
CHAP. XX. The Master sa�d, 'If, because a man's d�scourse appears
sol�d and s�ncere, we allow h�m to be a good man, �s he really a
super�or man? or �s h�s grav�ty only �n appearance?' CHAP. XXI.
Tsze-lu asked whether he should �mmed�ately carry �nto pract�ce
what he heard. The Master sa�d, 'There are your father and elder
brothers to be consulted;— why should you act on that pr�nc�ple of
�mmed�ately carry�ng �nto pract�ce what you hear?' Zan Yu asked the
same, whether he should �mmed�ately carry �nto pract�ce what he
heard, and the Master answered, 'Immed�ately carry �nto pract�ce
what you hear.' Kung-hs� Hwa sa�d, 'Yu asked whether he should
carry �mmed�ately �nto pract�ce what he heard, and you sa�d, "There
are your father and elder brothers to be consulted." Ch'�u asked
whether he should �mmed�ately carry �nto pract�ce what he heard,
and you sa�d, "Carry �t �mmed�ately �nto pract�ce." I, Ch'�h, am



perplexed, and venture to ask you for an explanat�on.' The Master
sa�d, 'Ch'�u �s ret�r�ng and slow; therefore,

I urged h�m forward. Yu has more than h�s own share of energy;
therefore I kept h�m back.' CHAP. XXII. The Master was put �n fear �n
K'wang and Yen Yuan fell beh�nd. The Master, on h�s rejo�n�ng h�m,
sa�d, 'I thought you had d�ed.' Hu� repl�ed, 'Wh�le you were al�ve, how
should I presume to d�e?' CHAP. XXIII. 1. Ch� Tsze-zan asked
whether Chung Yu and Zan Ch'�u could be called great m�n�sters. 2.
The Master sa�d, 'I thought you would ask about some extraord�nary
�nd�v�duals, and you only ask about Yu and Ch'�u! 3. 'What �s called a
great m�n�ster, �s one who serves h�s pr�nce accord�ng to what �s
r�ght, and when he f�nds he cannot do so, ret�res.

        4. 'Now, as to Yu and Ch'�u, they may be called ord�nary
m�n�sters.'
        5. Tsze-zan sa�d, 'Then they w�ll always follow the�r ch�ef;—
w�ll they?'
        6. The Master sa�d, 'In an act of parr�c�de or reg�c�de, they
would not follow h�m.'
        CHAP. XXIV. 1. Tsze-lu got Tsze-kao appo�nted governor of P�.
        2. The Master sa�d, 'You are �njur�ng a man's son.'
        3. Tsze-lu sa�d, 'There are (there) common people and off�cers;
there are the altars of the sp�r�ts of the land and gra�n. Why must
one read books before he can be cons�dered to have learned?'
        4. The Master sa�d, 'It �s on th�s account that I hate your
gl�b-tongued people.'
        CHAP. XXV. 1. Tsze-lu, Tsang Hs�, Zan Yu, and Kung-hs� Hwa
were s�tt�ng by the Master.
        2. He sa�d to them, 'Though I am a day or so older than you,
do not th�nk of that.

3. 'From day to day you are say�ng, "We are not known." If some
ruler were to know you, what would you l�ke to do?' 4. Tsze-lu hast�ly
and l�ghtly repl�ed, 'Suppose the case of a State of ten thousand
char�ots; let �t be stra�tened between other large States; let �t be
suffer�ng from �nvad�ng arm�es; and to th�s let there be added a



fam�ne �n corn and �n all vegetables:— �f I were �ntrusted w�th the
government of �t, �n three years' t�me I could make the people to be
bold, and to recogn�se the rules of r�ghteous conduct.' The Master
sm�led at h�m. 5. Turn�ng to Yen Yu, he sa�d, 'Ch'�u, what are your
w�shes?' Ch'�u repl�ed, 'Suppose a state of s�xty or seventy l� square,
or one of f�fty or s�xty, and let me have the government of �t;— �n
three years' t�me, I could make plenty to abound among the people.
As to teach�ng them the pr�nc�ples of propr�ety, and mus�c, I must
wa�t for the r�se of a super�or man to do that.'

6. 'What are your w�shes, Ch'�h,' sa�d the Master next to Kung- hs�
Hwa. Ch'�h repl�ed, 'I do not say that my ab�l�ty extends to these
th�ngs, but I should w�sh to learn them. At the serv�ces of the
ancestral temple, and at the aud�ences of the pr�nces w�th the
sovere�gn, I should l�ke, dressed �n the dark square-made robe and
the black l�nen cap, to act as a small ass�stant.' 7. Last of all, the
Master asked Tsang Hs�, 'T�en, what are your w�shes?' T�en, paus�ng
as he was play�ng on h�s lute, wh�le �t was yet twang�ng, la�d the
�nstrument as�de, and rose. 'My w�shes,' he sa�d, 'are d�fferent from
the cher�shed purposes of these three gentlemen.' 'What harm �s
there �n that?' sa�d the Master; 'do you also, as well as they, speak
out your w�shes.' T�en then sa�d, 'In th�s, the last month of spr�ng,
w�th the dress of the season all complete, along w�th f�ve or s�x
young men who have assumed the cap, and s�x or seven boys, I
would wash �n the I, enjoy the breeze among the ra�n altars, and
return home s�ng�ng.' The Master heaved a s�gh and sa�d, 'I g�ve my
approval to T�en.'

8. The three others hav�ng gone out, Tsang Hs� rema�ned beh�nd,
and sa�d, 'What do you th�nk of the words of these three fr�ends?'
The Master repl�ed, 'They s�mply told each one h�s w�shes.' 9. Hs�
pursued, 'Master, why d�d you sm�le at Yu?' 10. He was answered,
'The management of a State demands the rules of propr�ety. H�s
words were not humble; therefore I sm�led at h�m.' 11. Hs� aga�n sa�d,
'But was �t not a State wh�ch Ch'�u proposed for h�mself?' The reply
was, 'Yes; d�d you ever see a terr�tory of s�xty or seventy l� or one of
f�fty or s�xty, wh�ch was not a State?' 12. Once more, Hs� �nqu�red,



'And was �t not a State wh�ch Ch'�h proposed for h�mself?' The
Master aga�n repl�ed, 'Yes; who but pr�nces have to do w�th ancestral
temples, and w�th aud�ences but the sovere�gn? If Ch'�h were to be a
small ass�stant �n these serv�ces, who could be a great one?

BOOK XII. YEN YUAN.

CHAP. I. 1. Yen Yuan asked about perfect v�rtue. The Master sa�d,
'To subdue one's self and return to propr�ety, �s perfect v�rtue. If a
man can for one day subdue h�mself and return to propr�ety, all
under heaven w�ll ascr�be perfect v�rtue to h�m. Is the pract�ce of
perfect v�rtue from a man h�mself, or �s �t from others?' 2. Yen Yuan
sa�d, 'I beg to ask the steps of that process.' The Master repl�ed,
'Look not at what �s contrary to propr�ety; l�sten not to what �s
contrary to propr�ety; speak not what �s contrary to propr�ety; make
no movement wh�ch �s contrary to propr�ety.' Yen Yuan then sa�d,
'Though I am def�c�ent �n �ntell�gence and v�gour, I w�ll make �t my
bus�ness to pract�se th�s lesson.'

CHAP. II. Chung-kung asked about perfect v�rtue. The Master sa�d,
'It �s, when you go abroad, to behave to every one as �f you were
rece�v�ng a great guest; to employ the people as �f you were
ass�st�ng at a great sacr�f�ce; not to do to others as you would not
w�sh done to yourself; to have no murmur�ng aga�nst you �n the
country, and none �n the fam�ly.' Chung-kung sa�d, 'Though I am
def�c�ent �n �ntell�gence and v�gour, I w�ll make �t my bus�ness to
pract�se th�s lesson.' CHAP. III. 1. Sze-ma N�u asked about perfect
v�rtue. 2. The Master sa�d, 'The man of perfect v�rtue �s caut�ous and
slow �n h�s speech.'

3. 'Caut�ous and slow �n h�s speech!' sa�d N�u;— '�s th�s what �s
meant by perfect v�rtue?' The Master sa�d, 'When a man feels the
d�ff�culty of do�ng, can he be other than caut�ous and slow �n
speak�ng?' CHAP. IV. 1. Sze-ma N�u asked about the super�or man.
The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man has ne�ther anx�ety nor fear.' 2.
'Be�ng w�thout anx�ety or fear!' sa�d Nu�;— 'does th�s const�tute what
we call the super�or man?' 3. The Master sa�d, 'When �nternal



exam�nat�on d�scovers noth�ng wrong, what �s there to be anx�ous
about, what �s there to fear?' CHAP. V. 1. Sze-ma N�u, full of anx�ety,
sa�d, 'Other men all have the�r brothers, I only have not.' 2. Tsze-hs�a
sa�d to h�m, 'There �s the follow�ng say�ng wh�ch I have heard:—

3. '"Death and l�fe have the�r determ�ned appo�ntment; r�ches and
honours depend upon Heaven." 4. 'Let the super�or man never fa�l
reverent�ally to order h�s own conduct, and let h�m be respectful to
others and observant of propr�ety:— then all w�th�n the four seas w�ll
be h�s brothers. What has the super�or man to do w�th be�ng
d�stressed because he has no brothers?' CHAP. VI. Tsze-chang
asked what const�tuted �ntell�gence. The Master sa�d, 'He w�th whom
ne�ther slander that gradually soaks �nto the m�nd, nor statements
that startle l�ke a wound �n the flesh, are successful, may be called
�ntell�gent �ndeed. Yea, he w�th whom ne�ther soak�ng slander, nor
startl�ng statements, are successful, may be called farsee�ng.'

CHAP. VII. 1. Tsze-kung asked about government. The Master sa�d,
'The requ�s�tes of government are that there be suff�c�ency of food,
suff�c�ency of m�l�tary equ�pment, and the conf�dence of the people �n
the�r ruler.' 2. Tsze-kung sa�d, 'If �t cannot be helped, and one of
these must be d�spensed w�th, wh�ch of the three should be foregone
f�rst?' 'The m�l�tary equ�pment,' sa�d the Master. 3. Tsze-kung aga�n
asked, 'If �t cannot be helped, and one of the rema�n�ng two must be
d�spensed w�th, wh�ch of them should be foregone?' The Master
answered, 'Part w�th the food. From of old, death has been the lot of
all men; but �f the people have no fa�th �n the�r rulers, there �s no
stand�ng for the state.' CHAP. VIII. 1. Ch� Tsze-ch'ang sa�d, 'In a
super�or man �t �s only the substant�al qual�t�es wh�ch are wanted;—
why should we seek for ornamental accompl�shments?'

2. Tsze-kung sa�d, 'Alas! Your words, s�r, show you to be a super�or
man, but four horses cannot overtake the tongue. 3. Ornament �s as
substance; substance �s as ornament. The h�de of a t�ger or a
leopard str�pped of �ts ha�r, �s l�ke the h�de of a dog or a goat str�pped
of �ts ha�r.' CHAP. IX. 1. The Duke A� �nqu�red of Yu Zo, say�ng, 'The
year �s one of scarc�ty, and the returns for expend�ture are not



suff�c�ent;— what �s to be done?' 2. Yu Zo repl�ed to h�m, 'Why not
s�mply t�the the people?' 3. 'W�th two tenths, sa�d the duke, 'I f�nd �t
not enough;— how could I do w�th that system of one tenth?' 4. Yu
Zo answered, 'If the people have plenty, the�r pr�nce w�ll not be left to
want alone. If the people are �n want, the�r pr�nce cannot enjoy plenty
alone.'

CHAP. X. 1. Tsze-chang hav�ng asked how v�rtue was to be exalted,
and delus�ons to be d�scovered, the Master sa�d, 'Hold fa�thfulness
and s�ncer�ty as f�rst pr�nc�ples, and be mov�ng cont�nually to what �s
r�ght;— th�s �s the way to exalt one's v�rtue. 2. 'You love a man and
w�sh h�m to l�ve; you hate h�m and w�sh h�m to d�e. Hav�ng w�shed
h�m to l�ve, you also w�sh h�m to d�e. Th�s �s a case of delus�on. 3. '"It
may not be on account of her be�ng r�ch, yet you come to make a
d�fference."' CHAP. XI. 1. The Duke Ch�ng, of Ch'�, asked Confuc�us
about government. 2. Confuc�us repl�ed, 'There �s government, when
the pr�nce �s pr�nce, and the m�n�ster �s m�n�ster; when the father �s
father, and the son �s son.' 3. 'Good!' sa�d the duke; '�f, �ndeed; the
pr�nce be not pr�nce, the m�n�ster not m�n�ster, the father not father,
and the son not son, although I have my revenue, can I enjoy �t?'

CHAP. XII. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Ah! �t �s Yu, who could w�th half a
word settle l�t�gat�ons!' 2. Tsze-lu never slept over a prom�se. CHAP.
XIII. The Master sa�d, 'In hear�ng l�t�gat�ons, I am l�ke any other body.
What �s necessary, however, �s to cause the people to have no
l�t�gat�ons.' CHAP. XIV. Tsze-chang asked about government. The
Master sa�d, 'The art of govern�ng �s to keep �ts affa�rs before the
m�nd w�thout wear�ness, and to pract�se them w�th undev�at�ng
cons�stency.' CHAP. XV. The Master sa�d, 'By extens�vely study�ng all
learn�ng, and keep�ng h�mself under the restra�nt of the rules of
propr�ety, one may thus l�kew�se not err from what �s r�ght.'

CHAP. XVI. The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man seeks to perfect the
adm�rable qual�t�es of men, and does not seek to perfect the�r bad
qual�t�es. The mean man does the oppos�te of th�s.' CHAP. XVII. Ch�
K'ang asked Confuc�us about government. Confuc�us repl�ed, 'To
govern means to rect�fy. If you lead on the people w�th correctness,



who w�ll dare not to be correct?' CHAP. XVIII. Ch� K'ang, d�stressed
about the number of th�eves �n the state, �nqu�red of Confuc�us how
to do away w�th them. Confuc�us sa�d, 'If you, s�r, were not covetous,
although you should reward them to do �t, they would not steal.'
CHAP. XIX. Ch� K'ang asked Confuc�us about government, say�ng,
'What do you say to k�ll�ng the unpr�nc�pled for the good of the
pr�nc�pled?' Confuc�us repl�ed, 'S�r, �n carry�ng on your government,
why should you use k�ll�ng at all? Let your ev�nced des�res be for
what �s good, and the people w�ll be good. The relat�on

between super�ors and �nfer�ors, �s l�ke that between the w�nd and
the grass. The grass must bend, when the w�nd blows across �t.'
CHAP. XX. 1. Tsze-chang asked, 'What must the off�cer be, who may
be sa�d to be d�st�ngu�shed?' 2. The Master sa�d, 'What �s �t you call
be�ng d�st�ngu�shed?' 3. Tsze-chang repl�ed, 'It �s to be heard of
through the State, to be heard of throughout h�s clan.' 4. The Master
sa�d, 'That �s notor�ety, not d�st�nct�on. 5. 'Now the man of d�st�nct�on
�s sol�d and stra�ghtforward, and loves r�ghteousness. He exam�nes
people's words, and looks at the�r countenances. He �s anx�ous to
humble h�mself to others. Such a man w�ll be d�st�ngu�shed �n the
country; he w�ll be d�st�ngu�shed �n h�s clan. 6. 'As to the man of
notor�ety, he assumes the appearance of

v�rtue, but h�s act�ons are opposed to �t, and he rests �n th�s character
w�thout any doubts about h�mself. Such a man w�ll be heard of �n the
country; he w�ll be heard of �n the clan.' CHAP. XXI. 1. Fan Ch'�h
rambl�ng w�th the Master under the trees about the ra�n altars, sa�d, 'I
venture to ask how to exalt v�rtue, to correct cher�shed ev�l, and to
d�scover delus�ons.' 2. The Master sa�d, 'Truly a good quest�on! 3. 'If
do�ng what �s to be done be made the f�rst bus�ness, and success a
secondary cons�derat�on;— �s not th�s the way to exalt v�rtue? To
assa�l one's own w�ckedness and not assa�l that of others;— �s not
th�s the way to correct cher�shed ev�l? For a morn�ng's anger to
d�sregard one's own l�fe, and �nvolve that of h�s parents;— �s not th�s
a case of delus�on?' CHAP. XXII. 1. Fan Ch'�h asked about
benevolence. The Master sa�d, 'It �s to love all men.' He asked about
knowledge. The Master sa�d, 'It �s to know all men.'



2. Fan Ch'�h d�d not �mmed�ately understand these answers. 3. The
Master sa�d, 'Employ the upr�ght and put as�de all the crooked;— �n
th�s way the crooked can be made to be upr�ght.' 4. Fan Ch'�h ret�red,
and, see�ng Tsze-hs�a, he sa�d to h�m, 'A L�ttle wh�le ago, I had an
�nterv�ew w�th our Master, and asked h�m about knowledge. He sa�d,
'Employ the upr�ght, and put as�de all the crooked;— �n th�s way, the
crooked w�ll be made to be upr�ght.' What d�d he mean?' 5. Tsze-hs�a
sa�d, 'Truly r�ch �s h�s say�ng! 6. 'Shun, be�ng �n possess�on of the
k�ngdom, selected from among all the people, and employed Kao-
yao, on wh�ch all who were devo�d of v�rtue d�sappeared. T'ang,
be�ng �n possess�on of the k�ngdom, selected from among all the
people, and employed I Y�n, and all who were devo�d of v�rtue
d�sappeared.' CHAP. XXIII. Tsze-kung asked about fr�endsh�p. The
Master sa�d, 'Fa�thfully admon�sh your fr�end, and sk�llfully lead h�m
on. If you f�nd h�m �mpract�cable, stop. Do not d�sgrace yourself.'

CHAP. XXIV. The ph�losopher Tsang sa�d, 'The super�or man on
grounds of culture meets w�th h�s fr�ends, and by the�r fr�endsh�p
helps h�s v�rtue.'

BOOK XIII. TSZE-LU.

CHAP. I. 1. Tsze-lu asked about government. The Master sa�d, 'Go
before the people w�th your example, and be labor�ous �n the�r
affa�rs.' 2. He requested further �nstruct�on, and was answered, 'Be
not weary (�n these th�ngs).' CHAP. II. 1. Chung-kung, be�ng ch�ef
m�n�ster to the Head of the Ch� fam�ly, asked about government. The
Master sa�d, 'Employ

f�rst the serv�ces of your var�ous off�cers, pardon small faults, and
ra�se to off�ce men of v�rtue and talents.' 2. Chung-kung sa�d, 'How
shall I know the men of v�rtue and talent, so that I may ra�se them to
off�ce?' He was answered, 'Ra�se to off�ce those whom you know. As
to those whom you do not know, w�ll others neglect them?' CHAP. III.
1. Tsze-lu sa�d, 'The ruler of We� has been wa�t�ng for you, �n order
w�th you to adm�n�ster the government. What w�ll you cons�der the
f�rst th�ng to be done?' 2. The Master repl�ed, 'What �s necessary �s



to rect�fy names.' 3. 'So, �ndeed!' sa�d Tsze-lu. 'You are w�de of the
mark! Why must there be such rect�f�cat�on?' 4. The Master sa�d,
'How uncult�vated you are, Yu! A super�or man, �n regard to what he
does not know, shows a caut�ous reserve. 5. 'If names be not
correct, language �s not �n accordance w�th

the truth of th�ngs. If language be not �n accordance w�th the truth of
th�ngs, affa�rs cannot be carr�ed on to success. 6. 'When affa�rs
cannot be carr�ed on to success, propr�et�es and mus�c w�ll not
flour�sh. When propr�et�es and mus�c do not flour�sh, pun�shments
w�ll not be properly awarded. When pun�shments are not properly
awarded, the people do not know how to move hand or foot. 7.
'Therefore a super�or man cons�ders �t necessary that the names he
uses may be spoken appropr�ately, and also that what he speaks
may be carr�ed out appropr�ately. What the super�or man requ�res, �s
just that �n h�s words there may be noth�ng �ncorrect.' CHAP. IV. 1.
Fan Ch'�h requested to be taught husbandry. The Master sa�d, 'I am
not so good for that as an old husbandman.' He

requested also to be taught garden�ng, and was answered, 'I am not
so good for that as an old gardener.' 2. Fan Ch'�h hav�ng gone out,
the Master sa�d, 'A small man, �ndeed, �s Fan Hsu! 3. If a super�or
love propr�ety, the people w�ll not dare not to be reverent. If he love
r�ghteousness, the people w�ll not dare not to subm�t to h�s example.
If he love good fa�th, the people w�ll not dare not to be s�ncere. Now,
when these th�ngs obta�n, the people from all quarters w�ll come to
h�m, bear�ng the�r ch�ldren on the�r backs;— what need has he of a
knowledge of husbandry?' CHAP. V. The Master sa�d, 'Though a
man may be able to rec�te the three hundred odes, yet �f, when
�ntrusted w�th a governmental charge, he knows not how to act, or �f,
when sent to any quarter on a m�ss�on, he cannot g�ve h�s repl�es
unass�sted, notw�thstand�ng the extent of h�s learn�ng, of what
pract�cal use �s �t?'

CHAP. VI. The Master sa�d, 'When a pr�nce's personal conduct �s
correct, h�s government �s effect�ve w�thout the �ssu�ng of orders. If
h�s personal conduct �s not correct, he may �ssue orders, but they w�ll



not be followed.' CHAP. VII. The Master sa�d, 'The governments of
Lu and We� are brothers.' CHAP. VIII. The Master sa�d of Ch�ng, a
sc�on of the ducal fam�ly of We�, that he knew the economy of a
fam�ly well. When he began to have means, he sa�d, 'Ha! here �s a
collect�on!' When they were a l�ttle �ncreased, he sa�d, 'Ha! th�s �s
complete!' When he had become r�ch, he sa�d, 'Ha! th�s �s adm�rable!'
CHAP. IX. 1. When the Master went to We�, Zan Yu acted as dr�ver
of h�s carr�age. 2. The Master observed, 'How numerous are the
people!' 3. Yu sa�d, 'S�nce they are thus numerous, what more shall
be done for them?' 'Enr�ch them,' was the reply.

4. 'And when they have been enr�ched, what more shall be done?'
The Master sa�d, 'Teach them.' CHAP. X. The Master sa�d, 'If there
were (any of the pr�nces) who would employ me, �n the course of
twelve months, I should have done someth�ng cons�derable. In three
years, the government would be perfected.' CHAP. XI. The Master
sa�d, '"If good men were to govern a country �n success�on for a
hundred years, they would be able to transform the v�olently bad,
and d�spense w�th cap�tal pun�shments." True �ndeed �s th�s say�ng!'
CHAP. XII. The Master sa�d, 'If a truly royal ruler were to ar�se, �t
would st�ll requ�re a generat�on, and then v�rtue would preva�l.'

CHAP. XIII. The Master sa�d, 'If a m�n�ster make h�s own conduct
correct, what d�ff�culty w�ll he have �n ass�st�ng �n government? If he
cannot rect�fy h�mself, what has he to do w�th rect�fy�ng others?'
CHAP. XIV. The d�sc�ple Zan return�ng from the court, the Master
sa�d to h�m, 'How are you so late?' He repl�ed, 'We had government
bus�ness.' The Master sa�d, 'It must have been fam�ly affa�rs. If there
had been government bus�ness, though I am not now �n off�ce, I
should have been consulted about �t.' CHAP. XV. 1. The Duke T�ng
asked whether there was a s�ngle sentence wh�ch could make a
country prosperous. Confuc�us repl�ed, 'Such an effect cannot be
expected from one sentence. 2. 'There �s a say�ng, however, wh�ch
people have— "To be a pr�nce �s d�ff�cult; to be a m�n�ster �s not
easy." 3. 'If a ruler knows th�s,— the d�ff�culty of be�ng a pr�nce,—
may there not be expected from th�s one sentence the prosper�ty of
h�s country?' 4. The duke then sa�d, 'Is there a s�ngle sentence wh�ch



can ru�n a country?' Confuc�us repl�ed, 'Such an effect as that cannot
be expected from one sentence. There �s, however, the say�ng wh�ch
people have— "I have no pleasure �n be�ng a pr�nce, but only �n that
no one can offer any oppos�t�on to what I say!" 5. 'If a ruler's words
be good, �s �t not also good that no one oppose them? But �f they are
not good, and no one opposes them, may there not be expected
from th�s one sentence the ru�n of h�s country?' CHAP. XVI. 1. The
Duke of Sheh asked about government. 2. The Master sa�d, 'Good
government obta�ns, when those who are near are made happy, and
those who are far off are attracted.'

CHAP. XVII. Tsze-hs�a, be�ng governor of Chu-fu, asked about
government. The Master sa�d, 'Do not be des�rous to have th�ngs
done qu�ckly; do not look at small advantages. Des�re to have th�ngs
done qu�ckly prevents the�r be�ng done thoroughly. Look�ng at small
advantages prevents great affa�rs from be�ng accompl�shed.' CHAP.
XVIII. 1. The Duke of Sheh �nformed Confuc�us, say�ng, 'Among us
here there are those who may be styled upr�ght �n the�r conduct. If
the�r father have stolen a sheep, they w�ll bear w�tness to the fact.' 2.
Confuc�us sa�d, 'Among us, �n our part of the country, those who are
upr�ght are d�fferent from th�s. The father conceals the m�sconduct of
the son, and the son conceals the m�sconduct of the father.
Upr�ghtness �s to be found �n th�s.'

CHAP. XIX. Fan Ch'�h asked about perfect v�rtue. The Master sa�d, 'It
�s, �n ret�rement, to be sedately grave; �n the management of
bus�ness, to be reverently attent�ve; �n �ntercourse w�th others, to be
str�ctly s�ncere. Though a man go among rude, uncult�vated tr�bes,
these qual�t�es may not be neglected.' CHAP. XX. 1. Tsze-kung
asked, say�ng, 'What qual�t�es must a man possess to ent�tle h�m to
be called an off�cer? The Master sa�d, 'He who �n h�s conduct of
h�mself ma�nta�ns a sense of shame, and when sent to any quarter
w�ll not d�sgrace h�s pr�nce's comm�ss�on, deserves to be called an
off�cer.' 3. Tsze-kung pursued, 'I venture to ask who may be placed �n
the next lower rank?' And he was told, 'He whom the c�rcle of h�s
relat�ves pronounce to be f�l�al, whom h�s fellow-v�llagers and
ne�ghbours pronounce to be fraternal.' 3. Aga�n the d�sc�ple asked, 'I



venture to ask about the class st�ll next �n order.' The Master sa�d,
'They are determ�ned to be s�ncere �n what they say, and to carry out
what they do. They are obst�nate l�ttle men. Yet perhaps they may
make the next class.'

4. Tsze-kung f�nally �nqu�red, 'Of what sort are those of the present
day, who engage �n government?' The Master sa�d 'Pooh! they are
so many pecks and hampers, not worth be�ng taken �nto account.'
CHAP. XXI. The Master sa�d, 'S�nce I cannot get men pursu�ng the
due med�um, to whom I m�ght commun�cate my �nstruct�ons, I must
f�nd the ardent and the caut�ously-dec�ded. The ardent w�ll advance
and lay hold of truth; the caut�ously-dec�ded w�ll keep themselves
from what �s wrong.' CHAP. XXII. 1. The Master sa�d, 'The people of
the south have a say�ng— "A man w�thout constancy cannot be
e�ther a w�zard or a doctor." Good! 2. 'Inconstant �n h�s v�rtue, he w�ll
be v�s�ted w�th d�sgrace.'

3. The Master sa�d, 'Th�s ar�ses s�mply from not attend�ng to the
prognost�cat�on.' CHAP. XXIII. The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man �s
affable, but not adulatory; the mean man �s adulatory, but not
affable.' CHAP. XXIV. Tsze-kung asked, say�ng, 'What do you say of
a man who �s loved by all the people of h�s ne�ghborhood?' The
Master repl�ed, 'We may not for that accord our approval of h�m.'
'And what do you say of h�m who �s hated by all the people of h�s
ne�ghborhood?' The Master sa�d, 'We may not for that conclude that
he �s bad. It �s better than e�ther of these cases that the good �n the
ne�ghborhood love h�m, and the bad hate h�m.' CHAP. XXV. The
Master sa�d, 'The super�or man �s easy to serve and d�ff�cult to
please. If you try to please h�m �n any way wh�ch �s not accordant
w�th r�ght, he w�ll not be pleased. But �n h�s

employment of men, he uses them accord�ng to the�r capac�ty. The
mean man �s d�ff�cult to serve, and easy to please. If you try to
please h�m, though �t be �n a way wh�ch �s not accordant w�th r�ght,
he may be pleased. But �n h�s employment of men, he w�shes them
to be equal to everyth�ng.' CHAP. XXVI. The Master sa�d, 'The
super�or man has a d�gn�f�ed ease w�thout pr�de. The mean man has



pr�de w�thout a d�gn�f�ed ease.' CHAP. XXVII. The Master sa�d, 'The
f�rm, the endur�ng, the s�mple, and the modest are near to v�rtue.'
CHAP. XXVIII. Tsze-lu asked, say�ng, 'What qual�t�es must a man
possess to ent�tle h�m to be called a scholar?' The Master sa�d, 'He
must be thus,— earnest, urgent, and bland:— among h�s fr�ends,
earnest and urgent; among h�s brethren, bland.'

CHAP. XXIX. The Master sa�d, 'Let a good man teach the people
seven years, and they may then l�kew�se be employed �n war.' CHAP.
XXX. The Master sa�d, 'To lead an un�nstructed people to war, �s to
throw them away.'

BOOK XIV. HSIEN WAN.

CHAP. I. Hs�en asked what was shameful. The Master sa�d, 'When
good government preva�ls �n a state, to be th�nk�ng only of salary;
and, when bad government preva�ls, to be th�nk�ng, �n the same way,
only of salary;— th�s �s shameful.'

CHAP. II. 1. 'When the love of super�or�ty, boast�ng, resentments,
and covetousness are repressed, th�s may be deemed perfect
v�rtue.' 2. The Master sa�d, 'Th�s may be regarded as the
ach�evement of what �s d�ff�cult. But I do not know that �t �s to be
deemed perfect v�rtue.' CHAP. III. The Master sa�d, 'The scholar who
cher�shes the love of comfort �s not f�t to be deemed a scholar.'
CHAP. IV. The Master sa�d, 'When good government preva�ls �n a
state, language may be lofty and bold, and act�ons the same. When
bad government preva�ls, the act�ons may be lofty and bold, but the
language may be w�th some reserve.' CHAP. V. The Master sa�d,
'The v�rtuous w�ll be sure to speak correctly, but those whose speech
�s good may not always be v�rtuous. Men of pr�nc�ple are sure to be
bold, but those who are bold may not always be men of pr�nc�ple.'

CHAP. VI. Nan-kung Kwo, subm�tt�ng an �nqu�ry to Confuc�us, sa�d, 'I
was sk�llful at archery, and Ao could move a boat along upon the
land, but ne�ther of them d�ed a natural death. Yu and Ch� personally
wrought at the to�ls of husbandry, and they became possessors of



the k�ngdom.' The Master made no reply; but when Nan-kung Kwo
went out, he sa�d, 'A super�or man �ndeed �s th�s! An esteemer of
v�rtue �ndeed �s th�s!' CHAP. VII. The Master sa�d, 'Super�or men, and
yet not always v�rtuous, there have been, alas! But there never has
been a mean man, and, at the same t�me, v�rtuous.'

CHAP. VIII. The Master sa�d, 'Can there be love wh�ch does not lead
to str�ctness w�th �ts object? Can there be loyalty wh�ch does not lead
to the �nstruct�on of �ts object?' CHAP. IX. The Master sa�d, 'In
prepar�ng the governmental not�f�cat�ons, P'� Shan f�rst made the
rough draft; Sh�-shu exam�ned and d�scussed �ts contents; Tsze-yu,
the manager of Fore�gn �ntercourse, then pol�shed the style; and,
f�nally, Tsze-ch'an of Tung-l� gave �t the proper elegance and f�n�sh.'
CHAP. X. 1. Some one asked about Tsze-ch'an. The Master sa�d,
'He was a k�nd man.' 2. He asked about Tsze-hs�. The Master sa�d,
'That man! That man!' 3. He asked about Kwan Chung. 'For h�m,'
sa�d the Master, 'the c�ty of P�en, w�th three hundred fam�l�es, was
taken from the ch�ef of the Po fam�ly, who d�d not utter a murmur�ng
word, though, to the end of h�s l�fe, he had only coarse r�ce to eat.'

CHAP. XI. The Master sa�d, 'To be poor w�thout murmur�ng �s d�ff�cult.
To be r�ch w�thout be�ng proud �s easy.' CHAP. XII. The Master sa�d,
'Mang Kung-ch'o �s more than f�t to be ch�ef off�cer �n the fam�l�es of
Chao and We�, but he �s not f�t to be great off�cer to e�ther of the
States Tang or Hs�eh.' CHAP. XIII. 1. Tsze-lu asked what const�tuted
a COMPLETE man. The Master sa�d, 'Suppose a man w�th the
knowledge of Tsang Wu-chung, the freedom from covetousness of
Kung-ch'o, the bravery of Chwang of P�en, and the var�ed talents of
Zan Ch'�u; add to these the accompl�shments of the rules of propr�ety
and mus�c:— such a one m�ght be reckoned a COMPLETE man.' 2.
He then added, 'But what �s the necess�ty for a complete man of the
present day to have all these th�ngs? The man, who �n the

v�ew of ga�n, th�nks of r�ghteousness; who �n the v�ew of danger �s
prepared to g�ve up h�s l�fe; and who does not forget an old
agreement however far back �t extends:— such a man may be
reckoned a COMPLETE man.' CHAP. XIV. 1. The Master asked



Kung-m�ng Ch�a about Kung- shu Wan, say�ng, 'Is �t true that your
master speaks not, laughs not, and takes not?' 2. Kung-m�ng Ch�a
repl�ed, 'Th�s has ar�sen from the reporters go�ng beyond the truth.—
My master speaks when �t �s the t�me to speak, and so men do not
get t�red of h�s speak�ng. He laughs when there �s occas�on to be
joyful, and so men do not get t�red of h�s laugh�ng. He takes when �t
�s cons�stent w�th r�ghteousness to do so, and so men do not get
t�red of h�s tak�ng.' The Master sa�d, 'So! But �s �t so w�th h�m?'

CHAP. XV. The Master sa�d, 'Tsang Wu-chung, keep�ng possess�on
of Fang, asked of the duke of Lu to appo�nt a successor to h�m �n h�s
fam�ly. Although �t may be sa�d that he was not us�ng force w�th h�s
sovere�gn, I bel�eve he was.' CHAP. XVI. The Master sa�d, 'The duke
Wan of Ts�n was crafty and not upr�ght. The duke Hwan of Ch'� was
upr�ght and not crafty.' CHAP. XVII. 1. Tsze-lu sa�d, 'The Duke Hwan
caused h�s brother Ch�u to be k�lled, when Shao Hu d�ed w�th h�s
master, but Kwan Chung d�d not d�e. May not I say that he was
want�ng �n v�rtue?'

2. The Master sa�d, 'The Duke Hwan assembled all the pr�nces
together, and that not w�th weapons of war and char�ots:— �t was all
through the �nfluence of Kwan Chung. Whose benef�cence was l�ke
h�s? Whose benef�cence was l�ke h�s?' CHAP. XVIII. 1. Tsze-kung
sa�d, 'Kwan Chung, I apprehend, was want�ng �n v�rtue. When the
Duke Hwan caused h�s brother Ch�u to be k�lled, Kwan Chung was
not able to d�e w�th h�m. Moreover, he became pr�me m�n�ster to
Hwan.' 2. The Master sa�d, 'Kwan Chung acted as pr�me m�n�ster to
the Duke Hwan, made h�m leader of all the pr�nces, and un�ted and
rect�f�ed the whole k�ngdom. Down to the present day, the people
enjoy the g�fts wh�ch he conferred. But for Kwan Chung, we should
now be wear�ng our ha�r unbound, and the lappets of our coats
button�ng on the left s�de. 3. 'W�ll you requ�re from h�m the small
f�del�ty of common

men and common women, who would comm�t su�c�de �n a stream or
d�tch, no one know�ng anyth�ng about them?' CHAP. XIX. 1. The
great off�cer, Hs�en, who had been fam�ly- m�n�ster to Kung-shu Wan,



ascended to the pr�nce's court �n company w�th Wan. 2. The Master,
hav�ng heard of �t, sa�d, 'He deserved to be cons�dered WAN (the
accompl�shed).' CHAP. XX. 1. The Master was speak�ng about the
unpr�nc�pled course of the duke L�ng of We�, when Ch'� K'ang sa�d,
'S�nce he �s of such a character, how �s �t he does not lose h�s State?'
2. Confuc�us sa�d, 'The Chung-shu Yu has the super�ntendence of
h�s guests and of strangers; the l�tan�st, T'o, has the management

of h�s ancestral temple; and Wang-sun Ch�a has the d�rect�on of the
army and forces:— w�th such off�cers as these, how should he lose
h�s State?' CHAP. XXI. The Master sa�d, 'He who speaks w�thout
modesty w�ll f�nd �t d�ff�cult to make h�s words good.' CHAP. XXII. 1.
Chan Ch'ang murdered the Duke Ch�en of Ch'�. 2. Confuc�us bathed,
went to court, and �nformed the duke A�, say�ng, 'Chan Hang has
sla�n h�s sovere�gn. I beg that you w�ll undertake to pun�sh h�m.' 3.
The duke sa�d, 'Inform the ch�efs of the three fam�l�es of �t.' 4.
Confuc�us ret�red, and sa�d, 'Follow�ng �n the rear of the great
off�cers, I d�d not dare not to represent such a matter, and my pr�nce
says, "Inform the ch�efs of the three fam�l�es of �t."' 5. He went to the
ch�efs, and �nformed them, but they would not act. Confuc�us then
sa�d, 'Follow�ng �n the rear of the great off�cers, I d�d not dare not to
represent such a matter.' CHAP. XXIII. Tsze-lu asked how a ruler
should be served. The Master sa�d, 'Do not �mpose on h�m, and,
moreover, w�thstand h�m to h�s face.' CHAP. XXIV. The Master sa�d,
'The progress of the super�or man �s upwards; the progress of the
mean man �s downwards.' CHAP. XXV. The Master sa�d, 'In anc�ent
t�mes, men learned w�th a v�ew to the�r own �mprovement. Now-a-
days, men learn w�th a v�ew to the approbat�on of others.' CHAP.
XXVI. 1. Chu Po-yu sent a messenger w�th fr�endly �nqu�r�es to
Confuc�us. 2. Confuc�us sat w�th h�m, and quest�oned h�m. 'What,'
sa�d he, '�s your master engaged �n?' The messenger repl�ed, 'My
master �s

anx�ous to make h�s faults few, but he has not yet succeeded.' He
then went out, and the Master sa�d, 'A messenger �ndeed! A
messenger �ndeed!' CHAP. XXVII. The Master sa�d, 'He who �s not �n
any part�cular off�ce, has noth�ng to do w�th plans for the



adm�n�strat�on of �ts dut�es.' CHAP. XXVIII. The ph�losopher Tsang
sa�d, 'The super�or man, �n h�s thoughts, does not go out of h�s
place.' CHAP. XXIX. The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man �s modest
�n h�s speech, but exceeds �n h�s act�ons.' CHAP. XXX. 1. The Master
sa�d, 'The way of the super�or man �s threefold, but I am not equal to
�t. V�rtuous, he �s free from anx�et�es; w�se, he �s free from
perplex�t�es; bold, he �s free from fear. 2. Tsze-kung sa�d, 'Master,
that �s what you yourself say.'

CHAP. XXXI. Tsze-kung was �n the hab�t of compar�ng men together.
The Master sa�d, 'Tsze must have reached a h�gh p�tch of
excellence! Now, I have not le�sure for th�s.' CHAP. XXXII. The
Master sa�d, 'I w�ll not be concerned at men's not know�ng me; I w�ll
be concerned at my own want of ab�l�ty.' CHAP. XXXIII. The Master
sa�d, 'He who does not ant�c�pate attempts to dece�ve h�m, nor th�nk
beforehand of h�s not be�ng bel�eved, and yet apprehends these
th�ngs read�ly (when they occur);— �s he not a man of super�or
worth?' CHAP. XXXIV. 1. We�-shang Mau sa�d to Confuc�us, 'Ch'�u,
how �s �t that you keep roost�ng about? Is �t not that you are an
�ns�nuat�ng talker?' 2. Confuc�us sa�d, 'I do not dare to play the part
of such a talker, but I hate obst�nacy.'

        CHAP. XXXV. The Master sa�d, 'A horse �s called a ch'�, not
because of �ts strength, but because of �ts other good qual�t�es.'
        CHAP. XXXVI. 1. Some one sa�d, 'What do you say concern�ng
the pr�nc�ple that �njury should be recompensed w�th k�ndness?'
        2. The Master sa�d, 'W�th what then w�ll you recompense
k�ndness?
        3. 'Recompense �njury w�th just�ce, and recompense k�ndness
w�th k�ndness.'
        CHAP. XXXVII. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Alas! there �s no one that
knows me.'
        2. Tsze-kung sa�d, 'What do you mean by thus say�ng— that
no one knows you?' The Master repl�ed, 'I do not murmur aga�nst

Heaven. I do not grumble aga�nst men. My stud�es l�e low, and my
penetrat�on r�ses h�gh. But there �s Heaven;— that knows me!'



CHAP. XXXVIII. 1. The Kung-po L�ao, hav�ng slandered Tsze-lu to
Ch�-sun, Tsze-fu Ch�ng-po �nformed Confuc�us of �t, say�ng, 'Our
master �s certa�nly be�ng led astray by the Kung-po L�ao, but I have
st�ll power enough left to cut L�ao off, and expose h�s corpse �n the
market and �n the court.' 2. The Master sa�d, 'If my pr�nc�ples are to
advance, �t �s so ordered. If they are to fall to the ground, �t �s so
ordered. What can the Kung-po L�ao do where such order�ng �s
concerned?'

        CHAP. XXXIX. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Some men of worth ret�re
from the world.
        2. Some ret�re from part�cular states.
        3. Some ret�re because of d�srespectful looks.
        4. Some ret�re because of contrad�ctory language.'
        CHAP. XL. The Master sa�d, 'Those who have done th�s are
seven men.'
        CHAP. XLI. Tsze-lu happen�ng to pass the n�ght �n Sh�h-man,
the gatekeeper sa�d to h�m, 'Whom do you come from?' Tsze-lu sa�d,
'From Mr. K'ung.' 'It �s he,— �s �t not?'— sa�d the other, 'who knows
the �mpract�cable nature of the t�mes and yet w�ll be do�ng �n
them.'
        CHAP. XLII. 1. The Master was play�ng, one day, on a mus�cal
stone �n We�, when a man, carry�ng a straw basket, passed the door

of the house where Confuc�us was, and sa�d, 'H�s heart �s full who so
beats the mus�cal stone.' 2. A l�ttle wh�le after, he added, 'How
contempt�ble �s the one-�deaed obst�nacy those sounds d�splay!
When one �s taken no not�ce of, he has s�mply at once to g�ve over
h�s w�sh for publ�c employment. "Deep water must be crossed w�th
the clothes on; shallow water may be crossed w�th the clothes held
up."' 3. The Master sa�d, 'How determ�ned �s he �n h�s purpose! But
th�s �s not d�ff�cult!' CHAP. XLIII. 1. Tsze-chang sa�d, 'What �s meant
when the Shu says that Kao-tsung, wh�le observ�ng the usual
�mper�al mourn�ng, was for three years w�thout speak�ng?' 2. The
Master sa�d, 'Why must Kao-tsung be referred to as an example of
th�s? The anc�ents all d�d so. When the sovere�gn d�ed, the off�cers



all attended to the�r several dut�es, tak�ng �nstruct�ons from the pr�me
m�n�ster for three years.'

CHAP. XLIV. The Master sa�d, 'When rulers love to observe the rules
of propr�ety, the people respond read�ly to the calls on them for
serv�ce.' CHAP. XLV. Tsze-lu asked what const�tuted the super�or
man. The Master sa�d, 'The cult�vat�on of h�mself �n reverent�al
carefulness.' 'And �s th�s all?' sa�d Tsze-lu. 'He cult�vates h�mself so
as to g�ve rest to others,' was the reply. 'And �s th�s all?' aga�n asked
Tsze-lu. The Master sa�d, 'He cult�vates h�mself so as to g�ve rest to
all the people. He cult�vates h�mself so as to g�ve rest to all the
people:— even Yao and Shun were st�ll sol�c�tous about th�s.' CHAP.
XLVI. Yuan Zang was squatt�ng on h�s heels, and

so wa�ted the approach of the Master, who sa�d to h�m, 'In youth not
humble as bef�ts a jun�or; �n manhood, do�ng noth�ng worthy of be�ng
handed down; and l�v�ng on to old age:— th�s �s to be a pest.' W�th
th�s he h�t h�m on the shank w�th h�s staff. CHAP. XLVI. 1. A youth of
the v�llage of Ch'ueh was employed by Confuc�us to carry the
messages between h�m and h�s v�s�tors. Some one asked about h�m,
say�ng, 'I suppose he has made great progress.' 2. The Master sa�d,
'I observe that he �s fond of occupy�ng the seat of a full-grown man; I
observe that he walks shoulder to shoulder w�th h�s elders. He �s not
one who �s seek�ng to make progress �n learn�ng. He w�shes qu�ckly
to become a man.'

BOOK XV. WEI LING KUNG.

CHAP. I. 1. The Duke L�ng of We� asked Confuc�us about tact�cs.
Confuc�us repl�ed, 'I have heard all about sacr�f�c�al vessels, but I
have not learned m�l�tary matters.' On th�s, he took h�s departure the
next day. 2. When he was �n Chan, the�r prov�s�ons were exhausted,
and h�s followers became so �ll that they were unable to r�se. 3. Tsze-
lu, w�th ev�dent d�ssat�sfact�on, sa�d, 'Has the super�or man l�kew�se
to endure �n th�s way?' The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man may
�ndeed have to endure want, but the mean man, when he �s �n want,
g�ves way to unbr�dled l�cense.'



        CHAP. II. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Ts'ze, you th�nk, I suppose, that
I am one who learns many th�ngs and keeps them �n memory?'
        2. Tsze-kung repl�ed, 'Yes,— but perhaps �t �s not so?'
        3. 'No,' was the answer; 'I seek a un�ty all-pervad�ng.'
        CHAP. III. The Master sa�d, 'Yu, those who know v�rtue are
few.'
        CHAP. IV. The Master sa�d, 'May not Shun be �nstanced as
hav�ng governed eff�c�ently w�thout exert�on? What d�d he do? He
d�d noth�ng but gravely and reverently occupy h�s royal seat.'
        CHAP. V. 1. Tsze-chang asked how a man should conduct
h�mself, so as to be everywhere apprec�ated.
        2. The Master sa�d, 'Let h�s words be s�ncere and truthful, and
h�s act�ons honourable and careful;— such conduct may be
pract�sed
among the rude tr�bes of the South or the North. If h�s words be

not s�ncere and truthful and h�s act�ons not honourable and careful,
w�ll he, w�th such conduct, be apprec�ated, even �n h�s
ne�ghborhood? 3. 'When he �s stand�ng, let h�m see those two th�ngs,
as �t were, front�ng h�m. When he �s �n a carr�age, let h�m see them
attached to the yoke. Then may he subsequently carry them �nto
pract�ce.' 4. Tsze-chang wrote these counsels on the end of h�s sash.
CHAP. VI. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Truly stra�ghtforward was the
h�stor�ographer Yu. When good government preva�led �n h�s State,
he was l�ke an arrow. When bad government preva�led, he was l�ke
an arrow. 2. A super�or man �ndeed �s Chu Po-yu! When good
government preva�ls �n h�s state, he �s to be found �n off�ce. When
bad government preva�ls, he can roll h�s pr�nc�ples up, and keep
them �n h�s breast.'

CHAP. VII. The Master sa�d, 'When a man may be spoken w�th, not
to speak to h�m �s to err �n reference to the man. When a man may
not be spoken w�th, to speak to h�m �s to err �n reference to our
words. The w�se err ne�ther �n regard to the�r man nor to the�r words.'
CHAP. VIII. The Master sa�d, 'The determ�ned scholar and the man
of v�rtue w�ll not seek to l�ve at the expense of �njur�ng the�r v�rtue.
They w�ll even sacr�f�ce the�r l�ves to preserve the�r v�rtue complete.'



CHAP. IX. Tsze-kung asked about the pract�ce of v�rtue. The Master
sa�d, 'The mechan�c, who w�shes to do h�s work well, must f�rst
sharpen h�s tools. When you are l�v�ng �n any state, take serv�ce w�th
the most worthy among �ts great off�cers, and make fr�ends of the
most v�rtuous among �ts scholars.' CHAP. X. 1. Yen Yuan asked how
the government of a country should be adm�n�stered. 2. The Master
sa�d, 'Follow the seasons of Hs�a.

        3. 'R�de �n the state carr�age of Y�n.
        4. 'Wear the ceremon�al cap of Chau.
        5. 'Let the mus�c be the Shao w�th �ts pantom�mes.
        6. Ban�sh the songs of Chang, and keep far from spec�ous
talkers. The songs of Chang are l�cent�ous; spec�ous talkers are
dangerous.'
        CHAP. XI. The Master sa�d, 'If a man take no thought about
what �s d�stant, he w�ll f�nd sorrow near at hand.'
        CHAP. XII. The Master sa�d, 'It �s all over! I have not seen one
who loves v�rtue as he loves beauty.'
        CHAP. XIII. The Master sa�d, 'Was not Tsang Wan l�ke one
who had stolen h�s s�tuat�on? He knew the v�rtue and the talents

of Hu� of L�u-hs�a, and yet d�d not procure that he should stand w�th
h�m �n court.' CHAP. XIV. The Master sa�d, 'He who requ�res much
from h�mself and l�ttle from others, w�ll keep h�mself from be�ng the
object of resentment.' CHAP. XV. The Master sa�d, 'When a man �s
not �n the hab�t of say�ng— "What shall I th�nk of th�s? What shall I
th�nk of th�s?" I can �ndeed do noth�ng w�th h�m!' CHAP. XVI. The
Master sa�d, 'When a number of people are together, for a whole
day, w�thout the�r conversat�on turn�ng on r�ghteousness, and when
they are fond of carry�ng out the suggest�ons of a small shrewdness;
— the�rs �s �ndeed a hard case.' CHAP. XVII. The Master sa�d, 'The
super�or man �n everyth�ng cons�ders r�ghteousness to be essent�al.
He performs �t accord�ng to the rules of propr�ety. He br�ngs �t forth �n
hum�l�ty. He completes �t w�th s�ncer�ty. Th�s �s �ndeed a super�or
man.'



CHAP. XVIII. The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man �s d�stressed by h�s
want of ab�l�ty. He �s not d�stressed by men's not know�ng h�m.'
CHAP. XIX. The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man d�sl�kes the thought
of h�s name not be�ng ment�oned after h�s death.' CHAP. XX. The
Master sa�d, 'What the super�or man seeks, �s �n h�mself. What the
mean man seeks, �s �n others.' CHAP. XXI. The Master sa�d, 'The
super�or man �s d�gn�f�ed, but does not wrangle. He �s soc�able, but
not a part�zan.' CHAP. XXII. The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man
does not promote a man s�mply on account of h�s words, nor does
he put as�de good words because of the man.'

CHAP. XXIII. Tsze-kung asked, say�ng, 'Is there one word wh�ch may
serve as a rule of pract�ce for all one's l�fe?' The Master sa�d, 'Is not
RECIPROCITY such a word? What you do not want done to
yourself, do not do to others.' CHAP. XXIV. 1. The Master sa�d, 'In
my deal�ngs w�th men, whose ev�l do I blame, whose goodness do I
pra�se, beyond what �s proper? If I do somet�mes exceed �n pra�se,
there must be ground for �t �n my exam�nat�on of the �nd�v�dual. 2.
'Th�s people suppl�ed the ground why the three dynast�es pursued
the path of stra�ghtforwardness.' CHAP. XXV. The Master sa�d, 'Even
�n my early days, a h�stor�ographer would leave a blank �n h�s text,
and he who had a horse would lend h�m to another to r�de. Now,
alas! there are no such th�ngs.'

CHAP. XXVI. The Master sa�d, 'Spec�ous words confound v�rtue.
Want of forbearance �n small matters confounds great plans.' CHAP.
XXVII. The Master sa�d, 'When the mult�tude hate a man, �t �s
necessary to exam�ne �nto the case. When the mult�tude l�ke a man,
�t �s necessary to exam�ne �nto the case.' CHAP. XXVIII. The Master
sa�d, 'A man can enlarge the pr�nc�ples wh�ch he follows; those
pr�nc�ples do not enlarge the man.' CHAP. XXIX. The Master sa�d,
'To have faults and not to reform them,— th�s, �ndeed, should be
pronounced hav�ng faults.' CHAP. XXX. The Master sa�d, 'I have
been the whole day

w�thout eat�ng, and the whole n�ght w�thout sleep�ng:— occup�ed w�th
th�nk�ng. It was of no use. The better plan �s to learn.' CHAP. XXXI.



The Master sa�d, 'The object of the super�or man �s truth. Food �s not
h�s object. There �s plow�ng;— even �n that there �s somet�mes want.
So w�th learn�ng;— emolument may be found �n �t. The super�or man
�s anx�ous lest he should not get truth; he �s not anx�ous lest poverty
should come upon h�m.' CHAP. XXXII. 1. The Master sa�d, 'When a
man's knowledge �s suff�c�ent to atta�n, and h�s v�rtue �s not suff�c�ent
to enable h�m to hold, whatever he may have ga�ned, he w�ll lose
aga�n. 2. 'When h�s knowledge �s suff�c�ent to atta�n, and he has
v�rtue enough to hold fast, �f he cannot govern w�th d�gn�ty, the
people w�ll not respect h�m. 3. 'When h�s knowledge �s suff�c�ent to
atta�n, and he has v�rtue enough to hold fast; when he governs also
w�th d�gn�ty, yet �f he try to move the people contrary to the rules of
propr�ety:— full excellence �s not reached.'

CHAP. XXXIII. The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man cannot be known
�n l�ttle matters; but he may be �ntrusted w�th great concerns. The
small man may not be �ntrusted w�th great concerns, but he may be
known �n l�ttle matters.' CHAP. XXXIV. The Master sa�d, 'V�rtue �s
more to man than e�ther water or f�re. I have seen men d�e from
tread�ng on water and f�re, but I have never seen a man d�e from
tread�ng the course of v�rtue.' CHAP. XXXV. The Master sa�d, 'Let
every man cons�der v�rtue as what devolves on h�mself. He may not
y�eld the performance of �t even to h�s teacher.'

CHAP. XXXVI. The Master sa�d, 'The super�or man �s correctly f�rm,
and not f�rm merely.' CHAP. XXXVII. The Master sa�d, 'A m�n�ster, �n
serv�ng h�s pr�nce, reverently d�scharges h�s dut�es, and makes h�s
emolument a secondary cons�derat�on.' CHAP. XXXVIII. The Master
sa�d, 'In teach�ng there should be no d�st�nct�on of classes.' CHAP.
XXXIX. The Master sa�d, 'Those whose courses are d�fferent cannot
lay plans for one another.' CHAP. XL. The Master sa�d, 'In language
�t �s s�mply requ�red that �t convey the mean�ng.' CHAP. XLI. 1. The
Mus�c-master, M�en, hav�ng called upon h�m, when they came to the
steps, the Master sa�d, 'Here are the steps.' When they came to the
mat for the guest to s�t upon, he



sa�d, 'Here �s the mat.' When all were seated, the Master �nformed
h�m, say�ng, 'So and so �s here; so and so �s here.' 2. The Mus�c-
master, M�en, hav�ng gone out, Tsze-chang asked, say�ng. 'Is �t the
rule to tell those th�ngs to the Mus�c- master?' 3. The Master sa�d,
'Yes. Th�s �s certa�nly the rule for those who lead the bl�nd.'

BOOK XVI. KE SHE.

CHAP. I. 1. The head of the Ch� fam�ly was go�ng to attack Chwan-
yu. 2. Zan Yu and Ch�-lu had an �nterv�ew w�th Confuc�us, and sa�d,
'Our ch�ef, Ch�, �s go�ng to commence operat�ons aga�nst Chwan-yu.'
3. Confuc�us sa�d, 'Ch'�u, �s �t not you who are �n fault here? 4. 'Now,
�n regard to Chwan-yu, long ago, a former k�ng appo�nted �ts ruler to
pres�de over the sacr�f�ces to the eastern Mang; moreover, �t �s �n the
m�dst of the terr�tory of our State; and �ts ruler �s a m�n�ster �n d�rect
connex�on w�th the sovere�gn:— What has your ch�ef to do w�th
attack�ng �t?' 5. Zan Yu sa�d, 'Our master w�shes the th�ng; ne�ther of
us two m�n�sters w�shes �t.' 6. Confuc�us sa�d, 'Ch'�u, there are the
words of Chau Zan,— "When he can put forth h�s ab�l�ty, he takes h�s
place �n the ranks of off�ce; when he f�nds h�mself unable to do so,
he ret�res from �t. How can he be used as a gu�de to a bl�nd man,
who does not support h�m when totter�ng, nor ra�se h�m up when
fallen?" 7. 'And further, you speak wrongly. When a t�ger or
rh�noceros escapes from h�s cage; when a torto�se or p�ece of jade �s
�njured �n �ts repos�tory:— whose �s the fault?' 8. Zan Yu sa�d, 'But at
present, Chwan-yu �s strong and near to P�; �f our ch�ef do not now
take �t, �t w�ll hereafter be a sorrow to h�s descendants.' 9. Confuc�us
sa�d. 'Ch'�u, the super�or man hates that decl�n�ng to say— "I want
such and such a th�ng," and fram�ng explanat�ons for the conduct.
10. 'I have heard that rulers of States and ch�efs of fam�l�es are not
troubled lest the�r people should be few, but are troubled lest they
should not keep the�r several places; that they are not troubled w�th
fears of poverty, but are troubled w�th fears of a want of contented
repose among the people �n the�r several places. For when the
people keep the�r several places, there w�ll be no poverty; when
harmony preva�ls, there w�ll be no scarc�ty of people; and when there



�s such a contented repose, there w�ll be no rebell�ous upsett�ngs. 11.
'So �t �s.— Therefore, �f remoter people are not subm�ss�ve, all

the �nfluences of c�v�l culture and v�rtue are to be cult�vated to attract
them to be so; and when they have been so attracted, they must be
made contented and tranqu�l. 12. 'Now, here are you, Yu and Ch'�u,
ass�st�ng your ch�ef. Remoter people are not subm�ss�ve, and, w�th
your help, he cannot attract them to h�m. In h�s own terr�tory there
are d�v�s�ons and downfalls, leav�ngs and separat�ons, and, w�th your
help, he cannot preserve �t. 13. 'And yet he �s plann�ng these host�le
movements w�th�n the State.— I am afra�d that the sorrow of the Ch�-
sun fam�ly w�ll not be on account of Chwan-yu, but w�ll be found
w�th�n the screen of the�r own court.'



CHAP. II. 1. Confuc�us sa�d, 'When good government preva�ls �n the
emp�re, ceremon�es, mus�c, and pun�t�ve m�l�tary exped�t�ons
proceed from the son of Heaven. When bad government preva�ls �n
the emp�re, ceremon�es, mus�c, and pun�t�ve m�l�tary exped�t�ons
proceed from the pr�nces. When these th�ngs proceed from the
pr�nces, as a rule, the cases w�ll be few �n wh�ch they do not lose
the�r power �n ten generat�ons. When they proceed from the Great
off�cers of the pr�nces, as a rule, the cases w�ll be few �n wh�ch they
do not lose the�r power �n f�ve generat�ons. When the subs�d�ary
m�n�sters of the great off�cers hold �n the�r grasp the orders of the
state, as a rule, the cases w�ll be few �n wh�ch they do not lose the�r
power �n three generat�ons. 2. 'When r�ght pr�nc�ples preva�l �n the
k�ngdom, government w�ll not be �n the hands of the Great off�cers. 3.
'When r�ght pr�nc�ples preva�l �n the k�ngdom, there w�ll be no
d�scuss�ons among the common people.'

CHAP. III. Confuc�us sa�d, 'The revenue of the state has left the
ducal House now for f�ve generat�ons. The government has been �n
the hands of the Great off�cers for four generat�ons. On th�s account,
the descendants of the three Hwan are much reduced.' CHAP. IV.
Confuc�us sa�d, 'There are three fr�endsh�ps wh�ch are
advantageous, and three wh�ch are �njur�ous. Fr�endsh�p w�th the
upr�ght; fr�endsh�p w�th the s�ncere; and fr�endsh�p w�th the man of
much observat�on:— these are advantageous. Fr�endsh�p w�th the
man of spec�ous a�rs; fr�endsh�p w�th the �ns�nuat�ngly soft; and
fr�endsh�p w�th the gl�b-tongued:— these are �njur�ous.' CHAP. V.
Confuc�us sa�d, 'There are three th�ngs men f�nd enjoyment �n wh�ch
are advantageous, and three th�ngs they f�nd enjoyment �n wh�ch are
�njur�ous. To f�nd enjoyment �n the d�scr�m�nat�ng study of ceremon�es
and mus�c; to f�nd enjoyment �n

speak�ng of the goodness of others; to f�nd enjoyment �n hav�ng
many worthy fr�ends:— these are advantageous. To f�nd enjoyment
�n extravagant pleasures; to f�nd enjoyment �n �dleness and
saunter�ng; to f�nd enjoyment �n the pleasures of feast�ng:— these
are �njur�ous.' CHAP. VI. Confuc�us sa�d, 'There are three errors to



wh�ch they who stand �n the presence of a man of v�rtue and stat�on
are l�able. They may speak when �t does not come to them to speak;
— th�s �s called rashness. They may not speak when �t comes to
them to speak;— th�s �s called concealment. They may speak
w�thout look�ng at the countenance of the�r super�or;— th�s �s called
bl�ndness.' CHAP. VII. Confuc�us sa�d, 'There are three th�ngs wh�ch
the super�or man guards aga�nst. In youth, when the phys�cal powers

are not yet settled, he guards aga�nst lust. When he �s strong and the
phys�cal powers are full of v�gor, he guards aga�nst
quarrelsomeness. When he �s old, and the an�mal powers are
decayed, he guards aga�nst covetousness.' CHAP. VIII. 1. Confuc�us
sa�d, 'There are three th�ngs of wh�ch the super�or man stands �n
awe. He stands �n awe of the ord�nances of Heaven. He stands �n
awe of great men. He stands �n awe of the words of sages. 2. 'The
mean man does not know the ord�nances of Heaven, and
consequently does not stand �n awe of them. He �s d�srespectful to
great men. He makes sport of the words of sages.' CHAP. IX.
Confuc�us sa�d, 'Those who are born w�th the possess�on of
knowledge are the h�ghest class of men. Those who learn, and so,
read�ly, get possess�on of knowledge, are the next.

Those who are dull and stup�d, and yet compass the learn�ng, are
another class next to these. As to those who are dull and stup�d and
yet do not learn;— they are the lowest of the people.' CHAP. X.
Confuc�us sa�d, 'The super�or man has n�ne th�ngs wh�ch are
subjects w�th h�m of thoughtful cons�derat�on. In regard to the use of
h�s eyes, he �s anx�ous to see clearly. In regard to the use of h�s
ears, he �s anx�ous to hear d�st�nctly. In regard to h�s countenance,
he �s anx�ous that �t should be ben�gn. In regard to h�s demeanor, he
�s anx�ous that �t should be respectful. In regard to h�s speech, he �s
anx�ous that �t should be s�ncere. In regard to h�s do�ng of bus�ness,
he �s anx�ous that �t should be reverently careful. In regard to what
he doubts about, he �s anx�ous to quest�on others. When he �s angry,
he th�nks of the d�ff�cult�es (h�s anger may �nvolve h�m �n). When he
sees ga�n to be got, he th�nks of r�ghteousness.' CHAP. XI. 1.
Confuc�us sa�d, 'Contemplat�ng good, and pursu�ng �t, as �f they



could not reach �t; contemplat�ng ev�l, and shr�nk�ng from �t, as they
would from thrust�ng the hand �nto bo�l�ng water:— I have seen such
men, as I have heard such words. 2. 'L�v�ng �n ret�rement to study
the�r a�ms, and pract�s�ng

r�ghteousness to carry out the�r pr�nc�ples:— I have heard these
words, but I have not seen such men.' CHAP. XII. 1. The duke Ch�ng
of Ch'� had a thousand teams, each of four horses, but on the day of
h�s death, the people d�d not pra�se h�m for a s�ngle v�rtue. Po-� and
Shu-ch'� d�ed of hunger at the foot of the Shau-yang mounta�n, and
the people, down to the present t�me, pra�se them. 2. 'Is not that
say�ng �llustrated by th�s?'

CHAP. XIII. 1. Ch'an K'ang asked Po-yu, say�ng, 'Have you heard
any lessons from your father d�fferent from what we have all heard?'
2. Po-yu repl�ed, 'No. He was stand�ng alone once, when I passed
below the hall w�th hasty steps, and sa�d to me, "Have you learned
the Odes?" On my reply�ng "Not yet," he added, "If you do not learn
the Odes, you w�ll not be f�t to converse w�th." I ret�red and stud�ed
the Odes.

3. 'Another day, he was �n the same way stand�ng alone, when I
passed by below the hall w�th hasty steps, and sa�d to me, 'Have you
learned the rules of Propr�ety?' On my reply�ng 'Not yet,' he added, 'If
you do not learn the rules of Propr�ety, your character cannot be
establ�shed.' I then ret�red, and learned the rules of Propr�ety. 4. 'I
have heard only these two th�ngs from h�m.' 5. Ch'ang K'ang ret�red,
and, qu�te del�ghted, sa�d, 'I asked one th�ng, and I have got three
th�ngs. I have heard about the Odes. I have heard about the rules of
Propr�ety. I have also heard that the super�or man ma�nta�ns a d�stant
reserve towards h�s son.' CHAP. XIV. The w�fe of the pr�nce of a
state �s called by h�m FU ZAN. She calls herself HSIAO T'UNG. The
people of the State call

her CHUN FU ZAN, and, to the people of other States, they call her
K'WA HSIAO CHUN. The people of other states also call her CHUN
FU ZAN.



BOOK XVII. YANG HO.

CHAP. I. 1. Yang Ho w�shed to see Confuc�us, but Confuc�us would
not go to see h�m. On th�s, he sent a present of a p�g to Confuc�us,
who, hav�ng chosen a t�me when Ho was not at home, went to pay
h�s respects for the g�ft. He met h�m, however, on the way. 2. Ho sa�d
to Confuc�us, 'Come, let me speak w�th you.' He then asked, 'Can he
be called benevolent who keeps h�s jewel �n h�s

bosom, and leaves h�s country to confus�on?' Confuc�us repl�ed, 'No.'
'Can he be called w�se, who �s anx�ous to be engaged �n publ�c
employment, and yet �s constantly los�ng the opportun�ty of be�ng
so?' Confuc�us aga�n sa�d, 'No.' 'The days and months are pass�ng
away; the years do not wa�t for us.' Confuc�us sa�d, 'R�ght; I w�ll go
�nto off�ce.' CHAP. II. The Master sa�d, 'By nature, men are nearly
al�ke; by pract�ce, they get to be w�de apart.' CHAP. III. The Master
sa�d, 'There are only the w�se of the h�ghest class, and the stup�d of
the lowest class, who cannot be changed.'

CHAP. IV. 1. The Master, hav�ng come to Wu-ch'ang, heard there the
sound of str�nged �nstruments and s�ng�ng. 2. Well pleased and
sm�l�ng, he sa�d, 'Why use an ox kn�fe to k�ll a fowl?' 3. Tsze-yu
repl�ed, 'Formerly, Master, I heard you say,— "When the man of h�gh
stat�on �s well �nstructed, he loves men; when the man of low stat�on
�s well �nstructed, he �s eas�ly ruled."' 4. The Master sa�d, 'My
d�sc�ples, Yen's words are r�ght. What I sa�d was only �n sport.'
CHAP. V. Kung-shan Fu-zao, when he was hold�ng P�, and �n an
att�tude of rebell�on, �nv�ted the Master to v�s�t h�m, who was rather
�ncl�ned to go. 2. Tsze-lu was d�spleased, and sa�d, 'Indeed, you
cannot go! Why must you th�nk of go�ng to see Kung-shan?'

3. The Master sa�d, 'Can �t be w�thout some reason that he has
�nv�ted ME? If any one employ me, may I not make an eastern
Chau?' CHAP. VI. Tsze-chang asked Confuc�us about perfect v�rtue.
Confuc�us sa�d, 'To be able to pract�se f�ve th�ngs everywhere under
heaven const�tutes perfect v�rtue.' He begged to ask what they were,
and was told, 'Grav�ty, generos�ty of soul, s�ncer�ty, earnestness, and



k�ndness. If you are grave, you w�ll not be treated w�th d�srespect. If
you are generous, you w�ll w�n all. If you are s�ncere, people w�ll
repose trust �n you. If you are earnest, you w�ll accompl�sh much. If
you are k�nd, th�s w�ll enable you to employ the serv�ces of others.

CHAP. VII. 1. P� Hs� �nv�t�ng h�m to v�s�t h�m, the Master was �ncl�ned
to go. 2. Tsze-lu sa�d, 'Master, formerly I have heard you say, "When
a man �n h�s own person �s gu�lty of do�ng ev�l, a super�or man w�ll
not assoc�ate w�th h�m." P� Hs� �s �n rebell�on, hold�ng possess�on of
Chung-mau; �f you go to h�m, what shall be sa�d?' 3. The Master
sa�d, 'Yes, I d�d use these words. But �s �t not sa�d, that, �f a th�ng be
really hard, �t may be ground w�thout be�ng made th�n? Is �t not sa�d,
that, �f a th�ng be really wh�te, �t may be steeped �n a dark flu�d
w�thout be�ng made black? 4. 'Am I a b�tter gourd! How can I be
hung up out of the way of be�ng eaten?'

CHAP. VIII. 1. The Master sa�d, 'Yu, have you heard the s�x words to
wh�ch are attached s�x becloud�ngs?' Yu repl�ed, 'I have not.' 2. 'S�t
down, and I w�ll tell them to you. 3. 'There �s the love of be�ng
benevolent w�thout the love of learn�ng;— the becloud�ng here leads
to a fool�sh s�mpl�c�ty. There �s the love of know�ng w�thout the love of
learn�ng;— the becloud�ng here leads to d�ss�pat�on of m�nd. There �s
the love of be�ng s�ncere w�thout the love of learn�ng;— the
becloud�ng here leads to an �njur�ous d�sregard of consequences.
There �s the love of stra�ghtforwardness w�thout the love of learn�ng;
— the becloud�ng here leads to rudeness. There �s the love of
boldness w�thout the love of learn�ng;— the becloud�ng here leads to
�nsubord�nat�on. There �s the love of f�rmness w�thout the love of
learn�ng;— the becloud�ng here leads to extravagant conduct.'

        CHAP. IX. 1. The Master sa�d, 'My ch�ldren, why do you not
study the Book of Poetry?
        2. 'The Odes serve to st�mulate the m�nd.
        3. 'They may be used for purposes of self-contemplat�on.
        4. 'They teach the art of soc�ab�l�ty.
        5. 'They show how to regulate feel�ngs of resentment.
        6. 'From them you learn the more �mmed�ate duty of serv�ng



one's father, and the remoter one of serv�ng one's pr�nce.
        7. 'From them we become largely acqua�nted w�th the names
of b�rds, beasts, and plants.'
        CHAP. X. The Master sa�d to Po-yu, 'Do you g�ve yourself to
the Chau-nan and the Shao-nan. The man who has not stud�ed the
Chau-nan and the Shao-nan, �s l�ke one who stands w�th h�s face
r�ght aga�nst a wall. Is he not so?'

CHAP. XI. The Master sa�d, '"It �s accord�ng to the rules of propr�ety,"
they say.— "It �s accord�ng to the rules of propr�ety," they say. Are
gems and s�lk all that �s meant by propr�ety? "It �s mus�c," they say.—
"It �s mus�c," they say. Are bells and drums all that �s meant by
mus�c?' CHAP. XII. The Master sa�d, 'He who puts on an appearance
of stern f�rmness, wh�le �nwardly he �s weak, �s l�ke one of the small,
mean people;— yea, �s he not l�ke the th�ef who breaks through, or
cl�mbs over, a wall?' CHAP. XIII. The Master sa�d, 'Your good, careful
people of the v�llages are the th�eves of v�rtue.' CHAP. XIV. The
Master sa�d, 'To tell, as we go along, what we have heard on the
way, �s to cast away our v�rtue.'

CHAP. XV. 1. The Master sa�d, 'There are those mean creatures!
How �mposs�ble �t �s along w�th them to serve one's pr�nce! 2. 'Wh�le
they have not got the�r a�ms, the�r anx�ety �s how to get them. When
they have got them, the�r anx�ety �s lest they should lose them. 3.
'When they are anx�ous lest such th�ngs should be lost, there �s
noth�ng to wh�ch they w�ll not proceed.' CHAP. XVI. 1. The Master
sa�d, 'Anc�ently, men had three fa�l�ngs, wh�ch now perhaps are not
to be found. 2. 'The h�gh-m�ndedness of ant�qu�ty showed �tself �n a
d�sregard of small th�ngs; the h�gh-m�ndedness of the present day
shows �tself �n w�ld l�cense. The stern d�gn�ty of ant�qu�ty showed
�tself �n grave reserve; the stern d�gn�ty of the present day shows
�tself �n quarrelsome perverseness. The stup�d�ty of ant�qu�ty showed
�tself �n stra�ghtforwardness; the stup�d�ty of the present day shows
�tself �n sheer dece�t.'

CHAP. XVII. The Master sa�d, 'F�ne words and an �ns�nuat�ng
appearance are seldom assoc�ated w�th v�rtue.' CHAP. XVIII. The



Master sa�d, 'I hate the manner �n wh�ch purple takes away the luster
of verm�l�on. I hate the way �n wh�ch the songs of Chang confound
the mus�c of the Ya. I hate those who w�th the�r sharp mouths
overthrow k�ngdoms and fam�l�es.' CHAP. XIX. 1. The Master sa�d, 'I
would prefer not speak�ng.' 2. Tsze-kung sa�d, 'If you, Master, do not
speak, what shall we, your d�sc�ples, have to record?' 3. The Master
sa�d, 'Does Heaven speak? The four seasons pursue the�r courses,
and all th�ngs are cont�nually be�ng produced, but does Heaven say
anyth�ng?'

CHAP. XX. Zu Pe� w�shed to see Confuc�us, but Confuc�us decl�ned,
on the ground of be�ng s�ck, to see h�m. When the bearer of th�s
message went out at the door, (the Master) took h�s lute and sang to
�t, �n order that Pe� m�ght hear h�m. CHAP. XXI. 1. Tsa� Wo asked
about the three years' mourn�ng for parents, say�ng that one year
was long enough. 2. 'If the super�or man,' sa�d he, 'absta�ns for three
years from the observances of propr�ety, those observances w�ll be
qu�te lost. If for three years he absta�ns from mus�c, mus�c w�ll be
ru�ned. 3. 'W�th�n a year the old gra�n �s exhausted, and the new
gra�n has sprung up, and, �n procur�ng f�re by fr�ct�on, we go through
all the changes of wood for that purpose. After a complete year, the
mourn�ng may stop.' 4. The Master sa�d, 'If you were, after a year, to
eat good r�ce, and wear embro�dered clothes, would you feel at
ease?' 'I should,' repl�ed Wo.

5. The Master sa�d, 'If you can feel at ease, do �t. But a super�or
man, dur�ng the whole per�od of mourn�ng, does not enjoy pleasant
food wh�ch he may eat, nor der�ve pleasure from mus�c wh�ch he
may hear. He also does not feel at ease, �f he �s comfortably lodged.
Therefore he does not do what you propose. But now you feel at
ease and may do �t.' 6. Tsa� Wo then went out, and the Master sa�d,
'Th�s shows Yu's want of v�rtue. It �s not t�ll a ch�ld �s three years old
that �t �s allowed to leave the arms of �ts parents. And the three
years' mourn�ng �s un�versally observed throughout the emp�re. D�d
Yu enjoy the three years' love of h�s parents?'



CHAP. XXII. The Master sa�d, 'Hard �s �t to deal w�th h�m, who w�ll
stuff h�mself w�th food the whole day, w�thout apply�ng h�s m�nd to
anyth�ng good! Are there not gamesters and chess players? To be
one of these would st�ll be better than do�ng noth�ng at all.' CHAP.
XXIII. Tsze-lu sa�d, 'Does the super�or man esteem valour?' The
Master sa�d, 'The super�or man holds r�ghteousness to be of h�ghest
�mportance. A man �n a super�or s�tuat�on, hav�ng valour w�thout
r�ghteousness, w�ll be gu�lty of �nsubord�nat�on; one of the lower
people hav�ng valour w�thout r�ghteousness, w�ll comm�t robbery.'
CHAP. XXIV. 1. Tsze-kung sa�d, 'Has the super�or man h�s hatreds
also?' The Master sa�d, 'He has h�s hatreds. He hates those who
procla�m the ev�l of others. He hates the man who,

be�ng �n a low stat�on, slanders h�s super�ors. He hates those who
have valour merely, and are unobservant of propr�ety. He hates
those who are forward and determ�ned, and, at the same t�me, of
contracted understand�ng.' 2. The Master then �nqu�red, 'Ts'ze, have
you also your hatreds?' Tsze-kung repl�ed, 'I hate those who pry out
matters, and ascr�be the knowledge to the�r w�sdom. I hate those
who are only not modest, and th�nk that they are valourous. I hate
those who make known secrets, and th�nk that they are
stra�ghtforward.' CHAP. XXV. The Master sa�d, 'Of all people, g�rls
and servants are the most d�ff�cult to behave to. If you are fam�l�ar
w�th them, they lose the�r hum�l�ty. If you ma�nta�n a reserve towards
them, they are d�scontented.' CHAP. XXVI. The Master sa�d, 'When a
man at forty �s the object of d�sl�ke, he w�ll always cont�nue what he
�s.'

BOOK XVIII. WEI TSZE.

CHAP. I. 1. The V�scount of We� w�thdrew from the court. The
V�scount of Ch� became a slave to Chau. P�-kan remonstrated w�th
h�m and d�ed. 2. Confuc�us sa�d, 'The Y�n dynasty possessed these
three men of v�rtue.' CHAP. II. Hu� of L�u-hs�a be�ng ch�ef cr�m�nal
judge, was thr�ce d�sm�ssed from h�s off�ce. Some one sa�d to h�m, 'Is
�t not yet t�me for you, s�r, to leave th�s?' He repl�ed, 'Serv�ng men �n



an upr�ght way, where shall I go to, and not exper�ence such a thr�ce-
repeated

d�sm�ssal? If I choose to serve men �n a crooked way, what necess�ty
�s there for me to leave the country of my parents?' CHAP. III. The
duke Ch�ng of Ch'�, w�th reference to the manner �n wh�ch he should
treat Confuc�us, sa�d, 'I cannot treat h�m as I would the ch�ef of the
Ch� fam�ly. I w�ll treat h�m �n a manner between that accorded to the
ch�ef of the Ch�, and that g�ven to the ch�ef of the Mang fam�ly.' He
also sa�d, 'I am old; I cannot use h�s doctr�nes.' Confuc�us took h�s
departure. CHAP. IV. The people of Ch'� sent to Lu a present of
female mus�c�ans, wh�ch Ch� Hwan rece�ved, and for three days no
court was held. Confuc�us took h�s departure. CHAP. V. 1. The
madman of Ch'u, Ch�eh-yu, passed by Confuc�us, s�ng�ng and
say�ng, 'O FANG! O FANG! How �s your

v�rtue degenerated! As to the past, reproof �s useless; but the future
may st�ll be prov�ded aga�nst. G�ve up your va�n pursu�t. G�ve up your
va�n pursu�t. Per�l awa�ts those who now engage �n affa�rs of
government.' 2. Confuc�us al�ghted and w�shed to converse w�th h�m,
but Ch�eh-yu hastened away, so that he could not talk w�th h�m.
CHAP. VI. 1. Ch'ang-tsu and Ch�eh-n� were at work �n the f�eld
together, when Confuc�us passed by them, and sent Tsze-lu to
�nqu�re for the ford. 2. Ch'ang-tsu sa�d, 'Who �s he that holds the
re�ns �n the carr�age there?' Tsze-lu told h�m, 'It �s K'ung Ch'�u.' 'Is �t
not K'ung Ch'�u of Lu?' asked he. 'Yes,' was the reply, to wh�ch the
other rejo�ned, 'He knows the ford.' 3. Tsze-lu then �nqu�red of Ch�eh-
n�, who sa�d to h�m, 'Who

are you, s�r?' He answered, 'I am Chung Yu.' 'Are you not the
d�sc�ple of K'ung Ch'�u of Lu?' asked the other. 'I am,' repl�ed he, and
then Ch�eh-n� sa�d to h�m, 'D�sorder, l�ke a swell�ng flood, spreads
over the whole emp�re, and who �s he that w�ll change �ts state for
you? Than follow one who merely w�thdraws from th�s one and that
one, had you not better follow those who have w�thdrawn from the
world altogether?' W�th th�s he fell to cover�ng up the seed, and
proceeded w�th h�s work, w�thout stopp�ng. 4. Tsze-lu went and



reported the�r remarks, when the Master observed w�th a s�gh, 'It �s
�mposs�ble to assoc�ate w�th b�rds and beasts, as �f they were the
same w�th us. If I assoc�ate not w�th these people,— w�th mank�nd,—
w�th whom shall I assoc�ate? If r�ght pr�nc�ples preva�led through the
emp�re, there would be no use for me to change �ts state.'

CHAP. VII. 1. Tsze-lu, follow�ng the Master, happened to fall beh�nd,
when he met an old man, carry�ng across h�s shoulder on a staff a
basket for weeds. Tsze-lu sa�d to h�m, 'Have you seen my master,
s�r!' The old man repl�ed, 'Your four l�mbs are unaccustomed to to�l;
you cannot d�st�ngu�sh the f�ve k�nds of gra�n:— who �s your master?'
W�th th�s, he planted h�s staff �n the ground, and proceeded to weed.
2. Tsze-lu jo�ned h�s hands across h�s breast, and stood before h�m.
3. The old man kept Tsze-lu to pass the n�ght �n h�s house, k�lled a
fowl, prepared m�llet, and feasted h�m. He also �ntroduced to h�m h�s
two sons. 4. Next day, Tsze-lu went on h�s way, and reported h�s
adventure. The Master sa�d, 'He �s a recluse,' and sent Tsze-lu back
to see h�m aga�n, but when he got to the place, the old man was
gone. 5. Tsze-lu then sa�d to the fam�ly, 'Not to take off�ce �s not

r�ghteous. If the relat�ons between old and young may not be
neglected, how �s �t that he sets as�de the dut�es that should be
observed between sovere�gn and m�n�ster? W�sh�ng to ma�nta�n h�s
personal pur�ty, he allows that great relat�on to come to confus�on. A
super�or man takes off�ce, and performs the r�ghteous dut�es
belong�ng to �t. As to the fa�lure of r�ght pr�nc�ples to make progress,
he �s aware of that.' CHAP. VIII. 1. The men who have ret�red to
pr�vacy from the world have been Po-�, Shu-ch'�, Yu-chung, I-y�, Chu-
chang, Hu� of L�u-hs�a, and Shao-l�en. 2. The Master sa�d, 'Refus�ng
to surrender the�r w�lls, or to subm�t to any ta�nt �n the�r persons;—
such, I th�nk, were Po-� and Shu-ch'�. 3. 'It may be sa�d of Hu� of L�u-
hs�a, and of Shao-l�en, that they surrendered the�r w�lls, and
subm�tted to ta�nt �n the�r persons,

but the�r words corresponded w�th reason, and the�r act�ons were
such as men are anx�ous to see. Th�s �s all that �s to be remarked �n
them. 4. 'It may be sa�d of Yu-chung and I-y�, that, wh�le they h�d



themselves �n the�r seclus�on, they gave a l�cense to the�r words; but,
�n the�r persons, they succeeded �n preserv�ng the�r pur�ty, and, �n
the�r ret�rement, they acted accord�ng to the ex�gency of the t�mes. 5.
'I am d�fferent from all these. I have no course for wh�ch I am
predeterm�ned, and no course aga�nst wh�ch I am predeterm�ned.'
CHAP. IX. 1. The grand mus�c master, Ch�h, went to Ch'�. 2. Kan, the
master of the band at the second meal, went to Ch'u. L�ao, the band
master at the th�rd meal, went to Ts'a�. Chueh, the band master at
the fourth meal, went to Ch'�n. 3. Fang-shu, the drum master,
w�thdrew to the north of the r�ver.

4. Wu, the master of the hand drum, w�thdrew to the Han. 5. Yang,
the ass�stant mus�c master, and Hs�ang, master of the mus�cal stone,
w�thdrew to an �sland �n the sea. CHAP. X. The duke of Chau
addressed h�s son, the duke of Lu, say�ng, 'The v�rtuous pr�nce does
not neglect h�s relat�ons. He does not cause the great m�n�sters to
rep�ne at h�s not employ�ng them. W�thout some great cause, he
does not d�sm�ss from the�r off�ces the members of old fam�l�es. He
does not seek �n one man talents for every employment.' CHAP. XI.
To Chau belonged the e�ght off�cers, Po-ta, Po-

kwo, Chung-tu, Chung-hwu, Shu-ya, Shu-hs�a, Ch�-su�, and Ch�-kwa.

BOOK XIX. TSZE-CHANG.

CHAP. I. Tsze-chang sa�d, 'The scholar, tra�ned for publ�c duty,
see�ng threaten�ng danger, �s prepared to sacr�f�ce h�s l�fe. When the
opportun�ty of ga�n �s presented to h�m, he th�nks of r�ghteousness. In
sacr�f�c�ng, h�s thoughts are reverent�al. In mourn�ng, h�s thoughts
are about the gr�ef wh�ch he should feel. Such a man commands our
approbat�on �ndeed.' CHAP. II. Tsze-chang sa�d, 'When a man holds
fast to v�rtue, but w�thout seek�ng to enlarge �t, and bel�eves r�ght
pr�nc�ples, but w�thout f�rm s�ncer�ty, what account can be made of
h�s ex�stence or non-ex�stence?'

CHAP. III. The d�sc�ples of Tsze-hs�a asked Tsze-chang about the
pr�nc�ples that should character�ze mutual �ntercourse. Tsze- chang



asked, 'What does Tsze-hs�a say on the subject?' They repl�ed,
'Tsze-hs�a says:— "Assoc�ate w�th those who can advantage you.
Put away from you those who cannot do so."' Tsze-chang observed,
'Th�s �s d�fferent from what I have learned. The super�or man honours
the talented and v�rtuous, and bears w�th all. He pra�ses the good,
and p�t�es the �ncompetent. Am I possessed of great talents and
v�rtue?— who �s there among men whom I w�ll not bear w�th? Am I
devo�d of talents and v�rtue?— men w�ll put me away from them.
What have we to do w�th the putt�ng away of others?' CHAP. IV.
Tsze-hs�a sa�d, 'Even �n �nfer�or stud�es and employments there �s
someth�ng worth be�ng looked at; but �f �t be

attempted to carry them out to what �s remote, there �s a danger of
the�r prov�ng �nappl�cable. Therefore, the super�or man does not
pract�se them.' CHAP. V. Tsze-hs�a sa�d, 'He, who from day to day
recogn�ses what he has not yet, and from month to month does not
forget what he has atta�ned to, may be sa�d �ndeed to love to learn.'
CHAP. VI. Tsze-hs�a sa�d, 'There are learn�ng extens�vely, and
hav�ng a f�rm and s�ncere a�m; �nqu�r�ng w�th earnestness, and
reflect�ng w�th self-appl�cat�on:— v�rtue �s �n such a course.' CHAP.
VII. Tsze-hs�a sa�d, 'Mechan�cs have the�r shops to dwell �n, �n order
to accompl�sh the�r works. The super�or man learns, �n order to reach
to the utmost of h�s pr�nc�ples.'

CHAP. VIII. Tsze-hs�a sa�d, 'The mean man �s sure to gloss h�s
faults.' CHAP. IX. Tsze-hs�a sa�d, 'The super�or man undergoes three
changes. Looked at from a d�stance, he appears stern; when
approached, he �s m�ld; when he �s heard to speak, h�s language �s
f�rm and dec�ded.' CHAP. X. Tsze-hs�a sa�d, 'The super�or man,
hav�ng obta�ned the�r conf�dence, may then �mpose labours on h�s
people. If he have not ga�ned the�r conf�dence, they w�ll th�nk that he
�s oppress�ng them. Hav�ng obta�ned the conf�dence of h�s pr�nce,
one may then remonstrate w�th h�m. If he have not ga�ned h�s
conf�dence, the pr�nce w�ll th�nk that he �s v�l�fy�ng h�m.' CHAP. XI.
Tsze-hs�a sa�d, 'When a person does not transgress the boundary
l�ne �n the great v�rtues, he may pass and repass �t �n the small
v�rtues.'



CHAP. XII. 1. Tsze-yu sa�d, 'The d�sc�ples and followers of Tsze-hs�a,
�n spr�nkl�ng and sweep�ng the ground, �n answer�ng and reply�ng, �n
advanc�ng and reced�ng, are suff�c�ently accompl�shed. But these are
only the branches of learn�ng, and they are left �gnorant of what �s
essent�al.— How can they be acknowledged as suff�c�ently taught?'
2. Tsze-hs�a heard of the remark and sa�d, 'Alas! Yen Yu �s wrong.
Accord�ng to the way of the super�or man �n teach�ng, what
departments are there wh�ch he cons�ders of pr�me �mportance, and
del�vers? what are there wh�ch he cons�ders of secondary
�mportance, and allows h�mself to be �dle about? But as �n the case
of plants, wh�ch are assorted accord�ng to the�r classes, so he deals
w�th h�s d�sc�ples. How can the way of a super�or man be such as to
make fools of any of them? Is �t not the sage alone, who can un�te �n
one the beg�nn�ng and the consummat�on of learn�ng?'

CHAP. XIII. Tsze-hs�a sa�d, 'The off�cer, hav�ng d�scharged all h�s
dut�es, should devote h�s le�sure to learn�ng. The student, hav�ng
completed h�s learn�ng, should apply h�mself to be an off�cer.' CHAP.
XIV. Tsze-hs�a sa�d, 'Mourn�ng, hav�ng been carr�ed to the utmost
degree of gr�ef, should stop w�th that.' CHAP. XV. Tsze-hs�a sa�d, 'My
fr�end Chang can do th�ngs wh�ch are hard to be done, but yet he �s
not perfectly v�rtuous.' CHAP. XVI. The ph�losopher Tsang sa�d, 'How
�mpos�ng �s the manner of Chang! It �s d�ff�cult along w�th h�m to
pract�se v�rtue.' CHAP. XVII. The ph�losopher Tsang sa�d, 'I heard
th�s from our Master:— "Men may not have shown what �s �n them to
the full extent, and yet they w�ll be found to do so, on occas�on of
mourn�ng for the�r parents."'

CHAP. XVIII. The ph�losopher Tsang sa�d, 'I have heard th�s from our
Master:— "The f�l�al p�ety of Mang Chwang, �n other matters, was
what other men are competent to, but, as seen �n h�s not chang�ng
the m�n�sters of h�s father, nor h�s father's mode of government, �t �s
d�ff�cult to be atta�ned to."' CHAP. XIX. The ch�ef of the Mang fam�ly
hav�ng appo�nted Yang Fu to be ch�ef cr�m�nal judge, the latter
consulted the ph�losopher Tsang. Tsang sa�d, 'The rulers have fa�led
�n the�r dut�es, and the people consequently have been d�sorgan�sed,
for a long t�me. When you have found out the truth of any



accusat�on, be gr�eved for and p�ty them, and do not feel joy at your
own ab�l�ty.' CHAP. XX. Tsze-kung sa�d, 'Chau's w�ckedness was not
so great as that name �mpl�es. Therefore, the super�or man hates to
dwell

�n a low-ly�ng s�tuat�on, where all the ev�l of the world w�ll flow �n upon
h�m.' CHAP. XXI. Tsze-kung sa�d, 'The faults of the super�or man are
l�ke the ecl�pses of the sun and moon. He has h�s faults, and all men
see them; he changes aga�n, and all men look up to h�m.' CHAP.
XXII. 1. Kung-sun Ch'ao of We� asked Tsze-kung, say�ng, 'From
whom d�d Chung-n� get h�s learn�ng?' 2. Tsze-kung repl�ed, 'The
doctr�nes of Wan and Wu have not yet fallen to the ground. They are
to be found among men. Men of talents and v�rtue remember the
greater pr�nc�ples of them, and others, not possess�ng such talents
and v�rtue, remember the smaller. Thus, all possess the doctr�nes of
Wan and Wu. Where could our Master go that he should not have an
opportun�ty of learn�ng them? And yet what necess�ty was there for
h�s hav�ng a regular master?'

CHAP. XXIII. 1. Shu-sun Wu-shu observed to the great off�cers �n the
court, say�ng, 'Tsze-kung �s super�or to Chung-n�.' 2. Tsze-fu Ch�ng-
po reported the observat�on to Tsze-kung, who sa�d, 'Let me use the
compar�son of a house and �ts encompass�ng wall. My wall only
reaches to the shoulders. One may peep over �t, and see whatever �s
valuable �n the apartments. 3. 'The wall of my Master �s several
fathoms h�gh. If one do not f�nd the door and enter by �t, he cannot
see the ancestral temple w�th �ts beaut�es, nor all the off�cers �n the�r
r�ch array. 4. 'But I may assume that they are few who f�nd the door.
Was not the observat�on of the ch�ef only what m�ght have been
expected?'

CHAP. XXIV. Shu-sun Wu-shu hav�ng spoken rev�l�ngly of Chung-n�,
Tsze-kung sa�d, 'It �s of no use do�ng so. Chung-n� cannot be rev�led.
The talents and v�rtue of other men are h�llocks and mounds wh�ch
may be stepped over. Chung-n� �s the sun or moon, wh�ch �t �s not
poss�ble to step over. Although a man may w�sh to cut h�mself off
from the sage, what harm can he do to the sun or moon? He only



shows that he does not know h�s own capac�ty. CHAP. XXV. 1. Ch'an
Tsze-ch'�n, address�ng Tsze-kung, sa�d, 'You are too modest. How
can Chung-n� be sa�d to be super�or to you?' 2. Tsze-kung sa�d to
h�m, 'For one word a man �s often deemed to be w�se, and for one
word he �s often deemed to be fool�sh. We ought to be careful �ndeed
�n what we say. 3. 'Our Master cannot be atta�ned to, just �n the same
way as the heavens cannot be gone up to by the steps of a sta�r.

4. 'Were our Master �n the pos�t�on of the ruler of a State or the ch�ef
of a Fam�ly, we should f�nd ver�f�ed the descr�pt�on wh�ch has been
g�ven of a sage's rule:— he would plant the people, and forthw�th
they would be establ�shed; he would lead them on, and forthw�th
they would follow h�m; he would make them happy, and forthw�th
mult�tudes would resort to h�s dom�n�ons; he would st�mulate them,
and forthw�th they would be harmon�ous. Wh�le he l�ved, he would be
glor�ous. When he d�ed, he would be b�tterly lamented. How �s �t
poss�ble for h�m to be atta�ned to?'

BOOK XX. YAO YUEH.

CHAP. I. 1. Yao sa�d, 'Oh! you, Shun, the Heaven-determ�ned order
of success�on now rests �n your person. S�ncerely hold fast the due
Mean. If there shall be d�stress and want w�th�n the four seas, the
Heavenly revenue w�ll come to a perpetual end.' 2. Shun also used
the same language �n g�v�ng charge to Yu. 3. T'ang sa�d, 'I the ch�ld
L�, presume to use a dark-coloured v�ct�m, and presume to announce
to Thee, O most great and sovere�gn God, that the s�nner I dare not
pardon, and thy m�n�sters, O God, I do not keep �n obscur�ty. The
exam�nat�on of them �s by thy m�nd, O God. If, �n my person, I
comm�t offences, they are not to be attr�buted to you, the people of
the myr�ad reg�ons. If you �n the myr�ad reg�ons comm�t offences,
these offences must rest on my person.'

4. Chau conferred great g�fts, and the good were enr�ched. 5.
'Although he has h�s near relat�ves, they are not equal to my v�rtuous
men. The people are throw�ng blame upon me, the One man.' 6. He
carefully attended to the we�ghts and measures, exam�ned the body



of the laws, restored the d�scarded off�cers, and the good
government of the k�ngdom took �ts course. 7. He rev�ved States that
had been ext�ngu�shed, restored fam�l�es whose l�ne of success�on
had been broken, and called to off�ce those who had ret�red �nto
obscur�ty, so that throughout the k�ngdom the hearts of the people
turned towards h�m. 8. What he attached ch�ef �mportance to, were
the food of the people, the dut�es of mourn�ng, and sacr�f�ces. 9. By
h�s generos�ty, he won all. By h�s s�ncer�ty, he made the people
repose trust �n h�m. By h�s earnest act�v�ty, h�s ach�evements were
great. By h�s just�ce, all were del�ghted.

CHAP. II. 1. Tsze-chang asked Confuc�us, say�ng, 'In what way
should a person �n author�ty act �n order that he may conduct
government properly?' The Master repl�ed, 'Let h�m honour the f�ve
excellent, and ban�sh away the four bad, th�ngs;— then may he
conduct government properly.' Tsze-chang sa�d, 'What are meant by
the f�ve excellent th�ngs?' The Master sa�d, 'When the person �n
author�ty �s benef�cent w�thout great expend�ture; when he lays tasks
on the people w�thout the�r rep�n�ng; when he pursues what he
des�res w�thout be�ng covetous; when he ma�nta�ns a d�gn�f�ed ease
w�thout be�ng proud; when he �s majest�c w�thout be�ng f�erce.' 2.
Tsze-chang sa�d, 'What �s meant by be�ng benef�cent w�thout great
expend�ture?' The Master repl�ed, 'When the person �n author�ty
makes more benef�c�al to the people the th�ngs from wh�ch

they naturally der�ve benef�t;— �s not th�s be�ng benef�cent w�thout
great expend�ture? When he chooses the labours wh�ch are proper,
and makes them labour on them, who w�ll rep�ne? When h�s des�res
are set on benevolent government, and he secures �t, who w�ll
accuse h�m of covetousness? Whether he has to do w�th many
people or few, or w�th th�ngs great or small, he does not dare to
�nd�cate any d�srespect;— �s not th�s to ma�nta�n a d�gn�f�ed ease
w�thout any pr�de? He adjusts h�s clothes and cap, and throws a
d�gn�ty �nto h�s looks, so that, thus d�gn�f�ed, he �s looked at w�th awe;
— �s not th�s to be majest�c w�thout be�ng f�erce?' 3. Tsze-chang then
asked, 'What are meant by the four bad th�ngs?' The Master sa�d, 'To
put the people to death w�thout hav�ng �nstructed them;— th�s �s



called cruelty. To requ�re from them, suddenly, the full tale of work,
w�thout hav�ng g�ven them warn�ng;— th�s �s called oppress�on. To
�ssue orders as �f w�thout urgency, at f�rst, and, when the t�me
comes, to �ns�st on them w�th sever�ty;— th�s �s called �njury. And,
generally, �n the g�v�ng pay

or rewards to men, to do �t �n a st�ngy way;— th�s �s called act�ng the
part of a mere off�c�al.' CHAP III. 1. The Master sa�d, 'W�thout
recogn�s�ng the ord�nances of Heaven, �t �s �mposs�ble to be a
super�or man. 2. 'W�thout an acqua�ntance w�th the rules of Propr�ety,
�t �s �mposs�ble for the character to be establ�shed. 3. 'W�thout
know�ng the force of words, �t �s �mposs�ble to know men.'
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