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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

B������� F������� was born �n M�lk Street, Boston, on January
6, 1706. H�s father, Jos�ah Frankl�n, was a tallow chandler who
marr�ed tw�ce, and of h�s seventeen ch�ldren Benjam�n was the
youngest son. H�s school�ng ended at ten, and at twelve he was
bound apprent�ce to h�s brother James, a pr�nter, who publ�shed the
"New England Courant." To th�s journal he became a contr�butor, and
later was for a t�me �ts nom�nal ed�tor. But the brothers quarreled,
and Benjam�n ran away, go�ng f�rst to New York, and thence to
Ph�ladelph�a, where he arr�ved �n October, 1723. He soon obta�ned
work as a pr�nter, but after a few months he was �nduced by
Governor Ke�th to go to London, where, f�nd�ng Ke�th's prom�ses
empty, he aga�n worked as a compos�tor t�ll he was brought back to
Ph�ladelph�a by a merchant named Denman, who gave h�m a
pos�t�on �n h�s bus�ness. On Denman's death he returned to h�s
former trade, and shortly set up a pr�nt�ng house of h�s own from
wh�ch he publ�shed "The Pennsylvan�a Gazette," to wh�ch he
contr�buted many essays, and wh�ch he made a med�um for ag�tat�ng
a var�ety of local reforms. In 1732 he began to �ssue h�s famous
"Poor R�chard's Almanac" for the enr�chment of wh�ch he borrowed
or composed those p�thy utterances of worldly w�sdom wh�ch are the
bas�s of a large part of h�s popular reputat�on. In 1758, the year �n
wh�ch he ceased wr�t�ng for the Almanac, he pr�nted �n �t "Father
Abraham's Sermon," now regarded as the most famous p�ece of
l�terature produced �n Colon�al Amer�ca.

Meant�me Frankl�n was concern�ng h�mself more and more w�th
publ�c affa�rs. He set forth a scheme for an Academy, wh�ch was
taken up later and f�nally developed �nto the Un�vers�ty of
Pennsylvan�a; and he founded an "Amer�can Ph�losoph�cal Soc�ety"
for the purpose of enabl�ng sc�ent�f�c men to commun�cate the�r
d�scover�es to one another. He h�mself had already begun h�s
electr�cal researches, wh�ch, w�th other sc�ent�f�c �nqu�r�es, he carr�ed
on �n the �ntervals of money-mak�ng and pol�t�cs to the end of h�s l�fe.
In 1748 he sold h�s bus�ness �n order to get le�sure for study, hav�ng



now acqu�red comparat�ve wealth; and �n a few years he had made
d�scover�es that gave h�m a reputat�on w�th the learned throughout
Europe. In pol�t�cs he proved very able both as an adm�n�strator and
as a controvers�al�st; but h�s record as an off�ce-holder �s sta�ned by
the use he made of h�s pos�t�on to advance h�s relat�ves. H�s most
notable serv�ce �n home pol�t�cs was h�s reform of the postal system;
but h�s fame as a statesman rests ch�efly on h�s serv�ces �n
connect�on w�th the relat�ons of the Colon�es w�th Great Br�ta�n, and
later w�th France. In 1757 he was sent to England to protest aga�nst
the �nfluence of the Penns �n the government of the colony, and for
f�ve years he rema�ned there, str�v�ng to enl�ghten the people and the
m�n�stry of England as to Colon�al cond�t�ons. On h�s return to
Amer�ca he played an honorable part �n the Paxton affa�r, through
wh�ch he lost h�s seat �n the Assembly; but �n 1764 he was aga�n
despatched to England as agent for the colony, th�s t�me to pet�t�on
the K�ng to resume the government from the hands of the
propr�etors. In London he act�vely opposed the proposed Stamp Act,
but lost the cred�t for th�s and much of h�s popular�ty through h�s
secur�ng for a fr�end the off�ce of stamp agent �n Amer�ca. Even h�s
effect�ve work �n help�ng to obta�n the repeal of the act left h�m st�ll a
suspect; but he cont�nued h�s efforts to present the case for the
Colon�es as the troubles th�ckened toward the cr�s�s of the
Revolut�on. In 1767 he crossed to France, where he was rece�ved
w�th honor; but before h�s return home �n 1775 he lost h�s pos�t�on as
postmaster through h�s share �n d�vulg�ng to Massachusetts the
famous letter of Hutch�nson and Ol�ver. On h�s arr�val �n Ph�ladelph�a
he was chosen a member of the Cont�nental Congress, and �n 1777
he was despatched to France as comm�ss�oner for the Un�ted
States. Here he rema�ned t�ll 1785, the favor�te of French soc�ety;
and w�th such success d�d he conduct the affa�rs of h�s country that
when he f�nally returned he rece�ved a place only second to that of
Wash�ngton as the champ�on of Amer�can �ndependence. He d�ed on
Apr�l 17, 1790.

The f�rst f�ve chapters of the Autob�ography were composed �n
England �n 1771, cont�nued �n 1784-5, and aga�n �n 1788, at wh�ch
date he brought �t down to 1757. After a most extraord�nary ser�es of



adventures, the or�g�nal form of the manuscr�pt was f�nally pr�nted by
Mr. John B�gelow, and �s here reproduced �n recogn�t�on of �ts value
as a p�cture of one of the most notable personal�t�es of Colon�al
t�mes, and of �ts acknowledged rank as one of the great
autob�ograph�es of the world.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY

1706-1757

T������, at the B�shop of St. Asaph's, [1] 1771.

D��� S��: I have ever had pleasure �n obta�n�ng any l�ttle
anecdotes of my ancestors. You may remember the �nqu�r�es I made
among the rema�ns of my relat�ons when you were w�th me �n
England, and the journey I undertook for that purpose. Imag�n�ng �t
may be equally agreeable to [2] you to know the c�rcumstances of my
l�fe, many of wh�ch you are yet unacqua�nted w�th, and expect�ng the
enjoyment of a week's un�nterrupted le�sure �n my present country
ret�rement, I s�t down to wr�te them for you. To wh�ch I have bes�des
some other �nducements. Hav�ng emerged from the poverty and
obscur�ty �n wh�ch I was born and bred, to a state of affluence and
some degree of reputat�on �n the world, and hav�ng gone so far
through l�fe w�th a cons�derable share of fel�c�ty, the conduc�ng



means I made use of, wh�ch w�th the bless�ng of God so well
succeeded, my poster�ty may l�ke to know, as they may f�nd some of
them su�table to the�r own s�tuat�ons, and therefore f�t to be �m�tated.

[1] The country-seat of B�shop Sh�pley, the good b�shop, as Dr.
Frankl�n used to style h�m.—B.

[2] After the words "agreeable to" the words "some of" were
�nterl�ned and afterward effaced.—B.

That fel�c�ty, when I reflected on �t, has �nduced me somet�mes to
say, that were �t offered to my cho�ce, I should have no object�on to a
repet�t�on of the same l�fe from �ts beg�nn�ng, only ask�ng the
advantages authors have �n a second ed�t�on to correct some faults
of the f�rst. So I m�ght, bes�des correct�ng the faults, change some
s�n�ster acc�dents and events of �t for others more favorable. But
though th�s were den�ed, I should st�ll accept the offer. S�nce such a
repet�t�on �s not to be expected, the next th�ng most l�ke l�v�ng one's
l�fe over aga�n seems to be a recollect�on of that l�fe, and to make
that recollect�on as durable as poss�ble by putt�ng �t down �n wr�t�ng.

Hereby, too, I shall �ndulge the �ncl�nat�on so natural �n old men, to
be talk�ng of themselves and the�r own past act�ons; and I shall
�ndulge �t w�thout be�ng t�resome to others, who, through respect to
age, m�ght conce�ve themselves obl�ged to g�ve me a hear�ng, s�nce
th�s may be read or not as any one pleases. And, lastly (I may as
well confess �t, s�nce my den�al of �t w�ll be bel�eved by nobody),
perhaps I shall a good deal grat�fy my own van�ty. Indeed, I scarce
ever heard or saw the �ntroductory words, "W�thout van�ty I may say,"
&c., but some va�n th�ng �mmed�ately followed. Most people d�sl�ke
van�ty �n others, whatever share they have of �t themselves; but I
g�ve �t fa�r quarter wherever I meet w�th �t, be�ng persuaded that �t �s
often product�ve of good to the possessor, and to others that are
w�th�n h�s sphere of act�on; and therefore, �n many cases, �t would
not be altogether absurd �f a man were to thank God for h�s van�ty
among the other comforts of l�fe.



And now I speak of thank�ng God, I des�re w�th all hum�l�ty to
acknowledge that I owe the ment�oned happ�ness of my past l�fe to
H�s k�nd prov�dence, wh�ch lead me to the means I used and gave
them success. My bel�ef of th�s �nduces me to hope, though I must
not presume, that the same goodness w�ll st�ll be exerc�sed toward
me, �n cont�nu�ng that happ�ness, or enabl�ng me to bear a fatal
reverse, wh�ch I may exper�ence as others have done: the
complex�on of my future fortune be�ng known to H�m only �n whose
power �t �s to bless to us even our affl�ct�ons.

The notes one of my uncles (who had the same k�nd of cur�os�ty �n
collect�ng fam�ly anecdotes) once put �nto my hands, furn�shed me
w�th several part�culars relat�ng to our ancestors. From these notes I
learned that the fam�ly had l�ved �n the same v�llage, Ecton, �n
Northamptonsh�re, for three hundred years, and how much longer he
knew not (perhaps from the t�me when the name of Frankl�n, that
before was the name of an order of people, was assumed by them
as a surname when others took surnames all over the k�ngdom), on
a freehold of about th�rty acres, a�ded by the sm�th's bus�ness, wh�ch
had cont�nued �n the fam�ly t�ll h�s t�me, the eldest son be�ng always
bred to that bus�ness; a custom wh�ch he and my father followed as
to the�r eldest sons. When I searched the reg�sters at Ecton, I found
an account of the�r b�rths, marr�ages and bur�als from the year 1555
only, there be�ng no reg�sters kept �n that par�sh at any t�me
preced�ng. By that reg�ster I perce�ved that I was the youngest son of
the youngest son for f�ve generat�ons back. My grandfather Thomas,
who was born �n 1598, l�ved at Ecton t�ll he grew too old to follow
bus�ness longer, when he went to l�ve w�th h�s son John, a dyer at
Banbury, �n Oxfordsh�re, w�th whom my father served an
apprent�cesh�p. There my grandfather d�ed and l�es bur�ed. We saw
h�s gravestone �n 1758. H�s eldest son Thomas l�ved �n the house at
Ecton, and left �t w�th the land to h�s only ch�ld, a daughter, who, w�th
her husband, one F�sher, of Well�ngborough, sold �t to Mr. Isted, now
lord of the manor there. My grandfather had four sons that grew up,
v�z.: Thomas, John, Benjam�n and Jos�ah. I w�ll g�ve you what
account I can of them, at th�s d�stance from my papers, and �f these



are not lost �n my absence, you w�ll among them f�nd many more
part�culars.

Thomas was bred a sm�th under h�s father; but, be�ng �ngen�ous,
and encouraged �n learn�ng (as all my brothers were) by an Esqu�re
Palmer, then the pr�nc�pal gentleman �n that par�sh, he qual�f�ed
h�mself for the bus�ness of scr�vener; became a cons�derable man �n
the county; was a ch�ef mover of all publ�c-sp�r�ted undertak�ngs for
the county or town of Northampton, and h�s own v�llage, of wh�ch
many �nstances were related of h�m; and much taken not�ce of and
patron�zed by the then Lord Hal�fax. He d�ed �n 1702, January 6, old
style, just four years to a day before I was born. The account we
rece�ved of h�s l�fe and character from some old people at Ecton, I
remember, struck you as someth�ng extraord�nary, from �ts s�m�lar�ty
to what you knew of m�ne. "Had he d�ed on the same day," you sa�d,
"one m�ght have supposed a transm�grat�on."

John was bred a dyer, I bel�eve of woolens. Benjam�n was bred a
s�lk dyer, serv�ng an apprent�cesh�p at London. He was an �ngen�ous
man. I remember h�m well, for when I was a boy he came over to my
father �n Boston, and l�ved �n the house w�th us some years. He l�ved
to a great age. H�s grandson, Samuel Frankl�n, now l�ves �n Boston.
He left beh�nd h�m two quarto volumes, MS., of h�s own poetry,
cons�st�ng of l�ttle occas�onal p�eces addressed to h�s fr�ends and
relat�ons, of wh�ch the follow�ng, sent to me, �s a spec�men. ¹ He had
formed a short-hand of h�s own, wh�ch he taught me, but, never
pract�s�ng �t, I have now forgot �t. I was named after th�s uncle, there
be�ng a part�cular affect�on between h�m and my father. He was very
p�ous, a great attender of sermons of the best preachers, wh�ch he
took down �n h�s short-hand, and had w�th h�m many volumes of
them. He was also much of a pol�t�c�an; too much, perhaps, for h�s
stat�on. There fell lately �nto my hands, �n London, a collect�on he
had made of all the pr�nc�pal pamphlets, relat�ng to publ�c affa�rs,
from 1641 to 1717; many of the volumes are want�ng as appears by
the number�ng, but there st�ll rema�n e�ght volumes �n fol�o, and
twenty-four �n quarto and �n octavo. A dealer �n old books met w�th
them, and know�ng me by my somet�mes buy�ng of h�m, he brought



them to me. It seems my uncle must have left them here, when he
went to Amer�ca, wh�ch was about f�fty years s�nce. There are many
of h�s notes �n the marg�ns.

¹ Here follow �n the marg�n the words, �n brackets, "here �nsert
�t," but the poetry �s not g�ven. Mr. Sparks �nforms us (L�fe of
Frankl�n, p. 6) that these volumes had been preserved, and were
�n possess�on of Mrs. Emmons, of Boston, great-grandmother of
the�r author.

Th�s obscure fam�ly of ours was early �n the Reformat�on, and
cont�nued Protestants through the re�gn of Queen Mary, when they
were somet�mes �n danger of trouble on account of the�r zeal aga�nst
popery. They had got an Engl�sh B�ble, and to conceal and secure �t,
�t was fastened open w�th tapes under and w�th�n the cover of a jo�nt-
stool. When my great-great-grandfather read �t to h�s fam�ly, he
turned up the jo�nt-stool upon h�s knees, turn�ng over the leaves then
under the tapes. One of the ch�ldren stood at the door to g�ve not�ce
�f he saw the appar�tor com�ng, who was an off�cer of the sp�r�tual
court. In that case the stool was turned down aga�n upon �ts feet,
when the B�ble rema�ned concealed under �t as before. Th�s
anecdote I had from my uncle Benjam�n. The fam�ly cont�nued all of
the Church of England t�ll about the end of Charles the Second's
re�gn, when some of the m�n�sters that had been outed for
nonconform�ty hold�ng convent�cles �n Northamptonsh�re, Benjam�n
and Jos�ah adhered to them, and so cont�nued all the�r l�ves: the rest
of the fam�ly rema�ned w�th the Ep�scopal Church.

Jos�ah, my father, marr�ed young, and carr�ed h�s w�fe w�th three
ch�ldren �nto New England, about 1682. The convent�cles hav�ng
been forb�dden by law, and frequently d�sturbed, �nduced some
cons�derable men of h�s acqua�ntance to remove to that country, and
he was preva�led w�th to accompany them th�ther, where they
expected to enjoy the�r mode of rel�g�on w�th freedom. By the same
w�fe he had four ch�ldren more born there, and by a second w�fe ten
more, �n all seventeen; of wh�ch I remember th�rteen s�tt�ng at one
t�me at h�s table, who all grew up to be men and women, and
marr�ed; I was the youngest son, and the youngest ch�ld but two, and



was born �n Boston, New England. My mother, the second w�fe, was
Ab�ah Folger, daughter of Peter Folger, one of the f�rst settlers of
New England, of whom honorable ment�on �s made by Cotton
Mather, �n h�s church h�story of that country, ent�tled Magnal�a Chr�st�
Amer�cana, as "a godly, learned Engl�shman," �f I remember the
words r�ghtly. I have heard that he wrote sundry small occas�onal
p�eces, but only one of them was pr�nted, wh�ch I saw now many
years s�nce. It was wr�tten �n 1675, �n the home-spun verse of that
t�me and people, and addressed to those then concerned �n the
government there. It was �n favor of l�berty of consc�ence, and �n
behalf of the Bapt�sts, Quakers, and other sectar�es that had been
under persecut�on, ascr�b�ng the Ind�an wars, and other d�stresses
that had befallen the country, to that persecut�on, as so many
judgments of God to pun�sh so he�nous an offense, and exhort�ng a
repeal of those unchar�table laws. The whole appeared to me as
wr�tten w�th a good deal of decent pla�nness and manly freedom. The
s�x conclud�ng l�nes I remember, though I have forgotten the two f�rst
of the stanza; but the purport of them was, that h�s censures
proceeded from good-w�ll, and, therefore, he would be known to be
the author.

"Because to be a l�beller (says he)
I hate �t w�th my heart;

From Sherburne town, where now I dwell
My name I do put here;

W�thout offense your real fr�end,
It �s Peter Folg�er."

My elder brothers were all put apprent�ces to d�fferent trades. I
was put to the grammar-school at e�ght years of age, my father
�ntend�ng to devote me, as the t�the of h�s sons, to the serv�ce of the
Church. My early read�ness �n learn�ng to read (wh�ch must have
been very early, as I do not remember when I could not read), and
the op�n�on of all h�s fr�ends, that I should certa�nly make a good
scholar, encouraged h�m �n th�s purpose of h�s. My uncle Benjam�n,
too, approved of �t, and proposed to g�ve me all h�s short-hand
volumes of sermons, I suppose as a stock to set up w�th, �f I would
learn h�s character. I cont�nued, however, at the grammar-school not



qu�te one year, though �n that t�me I had r�sen gradually from the
m�ddle of the class of that year to be the head of �t, and farther was
removed �nto the next class above �t, �n order to go w�th that �nto the
th�rd at the end of the year. But my father, �n the meant�me, from a
v�ew of the expense of a college educat�on, wh�ch hav�ng so large a
fam�ly he could not well afford, and the mean l�v�ng many so
educated were afterwards able to obta�n—reasons that he gave to
h�s fr�ends �n my hear�ng—altered h�s f�rst �ntent�on, took me from the
grammar-school, and sent me to a school for wr�t�ng and ar�thmet�c,
kept by a then famous man, Mr. George Brownell, very successful �n
h�s profess�on generally, and that by m�ld, encourag�ng methods.
Under h�m I acqu�red fa�r wr�t�ng pretty soon, but I fa�led �n the
ar�thmet�c, and made no progress �n �t. At ten years old I was taken
home to ass�st my father �n h�s bus�ness, wh�ch was that of a tallow-
chandler and sope-bo�ler; a bus�ness he was not bred to, but had
assumed on h�s arr�val �n New England, and on f�nd�ng h�s dy�ng
trade would not ma�nta�n h�s fam�ly, be�ng �n l�ttle request.
Accord�ngly, I was employed �n cutt�ng w�ck for the candles, f�ll�ng the
d�pp�ng mold and the molds for cast candles, attend�ng the shop,
go�ng of errands, etc.

I d�sl�ked the trade, and had a strong �ncl�nat�on for the sea, but my
father declared aga�nst �t; however, l�v�ng near the water, I was much
�n and about �t, learnt early to sw�m well, and to manage boats; and
when �n a boat or canoe w�th other boys, I was commonly allowed to
govern, espec�ally �n any case of d�ff�culty; and upon other occas�ons
I was generally a leader among the boys, and somet�mes led them
�nto scrapes, of wh�ch I w�ll ment�on one �nstance, as �t shows an
early project�ng publ�c sp�r�t, tho' not then justly conducted.

There was a salt-marsh that bounded part of the m�ll-pond, on the
edge of wh�ch, at h�gh water, we used to stand to f�sh for m�nnows.
By much trampl�ng, we had made �t a mere quagm�re. My proposal
was to bu�ld a wharff there f�t for us to stand upon, and I showed my
comrades a large heap of stones, wh�ch were �ntended for a new
house near the marsh, and wh�ch would very well su�t our purpose.
Accord�ngly, �n the even�ng, when the workmen were gone, I



assembled a number of my play-fellows, and work�ng w�th them
d�l�gently l�ke so many emmets, somet�mes two or three to a stone,
we brought them all away and bu�lt our l�ttle wharff. The next morn�ng
the workmen were surpr�sed at m�ss�ng the stones, wh�ch were
found �n our wharff. Inqu�ry was made after the removers; we were
d�scovered and compla�ned of; several of us were corrected by our
fathers; and though I pleaded the usefulness of the work, m�ne
conv�nced me that noth�ng was useful wh�ch was not honest.

I th�nk you may l�ke to know someth�ng of h�s person and
character. He had an excellent const�tut�on of body, was of m�ddle
stature, but well set, and very strong; he was �ngen�ous, could draw
prett�ly, was sk�lled a l�ttle �n mus�c, and had a clear pleas�ng vo�ce,
so that when he played psalm tunes on h�s v�ol�n and sung w�thal, as
he somet�mes d�d �n an even�ng after the bus�ness of the day was
over, �t was extremely agreeable to hear. He had a mechan�cal
gen�us too, and, on occas�on, was very handy �n the use of other
tradesmen's tools; but h�s great excellence lay �n a sound
understand�ng and sol�d judgment �n prudent�al matters, both �n
pr�vate and publ�ck affa�rs. In the latter, �ndeed, he was never
employed, the numerous fam�ly he had to educate and the stra�tness
of h�s c�rcumstances keep�ng h�m close to h�s trade; but I remember
well h�s be�ng frequently v�s�ted by lead�ng people, who consulted
h�m for h�s op�n�on �n affa�rs of the town or of the church he belonged
to, and showed a good deal of respect for h�s judgment and adv�ce:
he was also much consulted by pr�vate persons about the�r affa�rs
when any d�ff�culty occurred, and frequently chosen an arb�trator
between contend�ng part�es.

At h�s table he l�ked to have, as often as he could, some sens�ble
fr�end or ne�ghbor to converse w�th, and always took care to start
some �ngen�ous or useful top�c for d�scourse, wh�ch m�ght tend to
�mprove the m�nds of h�s ch�ldren. By th�s means he turned our
attent�on to what was good, just, and prudent �n the conduct of l�fe;
and l�ttle or no not�ce was ever taken of what related to the v�ctuals
on the table, whether �t was well or �ll dressed, �n or out of season, of
good or bad flavor, preferable or �nfer�or to th�s or that other th�ng of



the k�nd, so that I was bro't up �n such a perfect �nattent�on to those
matters as to be qu�te �nd�fferent what k�nd of food was set before
me, and so unobservant of �t, that to th�s day �f I am asked I can
scarce tell a few hours after d�nner what I d�ned upon. Th�s has been
a conven�ence to me �n travell�ng, where my compan�ons have been
somet�mes very unhappy for want of a su�table grat�f�cat�on of the�r
more del�cate, because better �nstructed, tastes and appet�tes.

My mother had l�kew�se an excellent const�tut�on: she suckled all
her ten ch�ldren. I never knew e�ther my father or mother to have any
s�ckness but that of wh�ch they dy'd, he at 89, and she at 85 years of
age. They l�e bur�ed together at Boston, where I some years s�nce
placed a marble over the�r grave, w�th th�s �nscr�pt�on:

J����� F�������,
and

A���� h�s w�fe,
l�e here �nterred.

They l�ved lov�ngly together �n wedlock
f�fty-f�ve years.

W�thout an estate, or any ga�nful employment,
By constant labor and �ndustry,

w�th God's bless�ng,
They ma�nta�ned a large fam�ly

comfortably,
and brought up th�rteen ch�ldren

and seven grandch�ldren
reputably.

From th�s �nstance, reader,
Be encouraged to d�l�gence �n thy call�ng,

And d�strust not Prov�dence.
He was a p�ous and prudent man;

She, a d�screet and v�rtuous woman.
The�r youngest son,

In f�l�al regard to the�r memory,
Places th�s stone.

J.F. born 1655, d�ed 1744, Ætat 89.
A.F. born 1667, d�ed 1752,———85.



By my rambl�ng d�gress�ons I perce�ve myself to be grown old. I
us'd to wr�te more method�cally. But one does not dress for pr�vate
company as for a publ�ck ball. 'T�s perhaps only negl�gence.

To return: I cont�nued thus employed �n my father's bus�ness for
two years, that �s, t�ll I was twelve years old; and my brother John,
who was bred to that bus�ness, hav�ng left my father, marr�ed, and
set up for h�mself at Rhode Island, there was all appearance that I
was dest�ned to supply h�s place, and become a tallow-chandler. But
my d�sl�ke to the trade cont�nu�ng, my father was under
apprehens�ons that �f he d�d not f�nd one for me more agreeable, I
should break away and get to sea, as h�s son Jos�ah had done, to
h�s great vexat�on. He therefore somet�mes took me to walk w�th h�m,
and see jo�ners, br�cklayers, turners, braz�ers, etc., at the�r work, that
he m�ght observe my �ncl�nat�on, and endeavor to f�x �t on some trade
or other on land. It has ever s�nce been a pleasure to me to see
good workmen handle the�r tools; and �t has been useful to me,
hav�ng learnt so much by �t as to be able to do l�ttle jobs myself �n my
house when a workman could not read�ly be got, and to construct
l�ttle mach�nes for my exper�ments, wh�le the �ntent�on of mak�ng the
exper�ment was fresh and warm �n my m�nd. My father at last f�xed
upon the cutler's trade, and my uncle Benjam�n's son Samuel, who
was bred to that bus�ness �n London, be�ng about that t�me
establ�shed �n Boston, I was sent to be w�th h�m some t�me on l�k�ng.
But h�s expectat�ons of a fee w�th me d�spleas�ng my father, I was
taken home aga�n.

From a ch�ld I was fond of read�ng, and all the l�ttle money that
came �nto my hands was ever la�d out �n books. Pleased w�th the
P�lgr�m's Progress, my f�rst collect�on was of John Bunyan's works �n
separate l�ttle volumes. I afterward sold them to enable me to buy R.
Burton's H�stor�cal Collect�ons; they were small chapmen's books,
and cheap, 40 or 50 �n all. My father's l�ttle l�brary cons�sted ch�efly of
books �n polem�c d�v�n�ty, most of wh�ch I read, and have s�nce often
regretted that, at a t�me when I had such a th�rst for knowledge, more
proper books had not fallen �n my way s�nce �t was now resolved I
should not be a clergyman. Plutarch's L�ves there was �n wh�ch I



read abundantly, and I st�ll th�nk that t�me spent to great advantage.
There was also a book of De Foe's, called an Essay on Projects, and
another of Dr. Mather's, called Essays to do Good, wh�ch perhaps
gave me a turn of th�nk�ng that had an �nfluence on some of the
pr�nc�pal future events of my l�fe.

Th�s book�sh �ncl�nat�on at length determ�ned my father to make
me a pr�nter, though he had already one son (James) of that
profess�on. In 1717 my brother James returned from England w�th a
press and letters to set up h�s bus�ness �n Boston. I l�ked �t much
better than that of my father, but st�ll had a hanker�ng for the sea. To
prevent the apprehended effect of such an �ncl�nat�on, my father was
�mpat�ent to have me bound to my brother. I stood out some t�me, but
at last was persuaded, and s�gned the �ndentures when I was yet but
twelve years old. I was to serve as an apprent�ce t�ll I was twenty-
one years of age, only I was to be allowed journeyman's wages
dur�ng the last year. In a l�ttle t�me I made great prof�c�ency �n the
bus�ness, and became a useful hand to my brother. I now had
access to better books. An acqua�ntance w�th the apprent�ces of
booksellers enabled me somet�mes to borrow a small one, wh�ch I
was careful to return soon and clean. Often I sat up �n my room
read�ng the greatest part of the n�ght, when the book was borrowed
�n the even�ng and to be returned early �n the morn�ng, lest �t should
be m�ssed or wanted.

And after some t�me an �ngen�ous tradesman, Mr. Matthew
Adams, who had a pretty collect�on of books, and who frequented
our pr�nt�ng-house, took not�ce of me, �nv�ted me to h�s l�brary, and
very k�ndly lent me such books as I chose to read. I now took a fancy
to poetry, and made some l�ttle p�eces; my brother, th�nk�ng �t m�ght
turn to account, encouraged me, and put me on compos�ng
occas�onal ballads. One was called The L�ghthouse Tragedy, and
conta�ned an account of the drown�ng of Capta�n Worth�lake, w�th h�s
two daughters: the other was a sa�lor's song, on the tak�ng of Teach
(or Blackbeard) the p�rate. They were wretched stuff, �n the Grub-
street-ballad style; and when they were pr�nted he sent me about the
town to sell them. The f�rst sold wonderfully, the event be�ng recent,



hav�ng made a great no�se. Th�s flattered my van�ty; but my father
d�scouraged me by r�d�cul�ng my performances, and tell�ng me verse-
makers were generally beggars. So I escaped be�ng a poet, most
probably a very bad one; but as prose wr�t�ng had been of great use
to me �n the course of my l�fe, and was a pr�nc�pal means of my
advancement, I shall tell you how, �n such a s�tuat�on, I acqu�red
what l�ttle ab�l�ty I have �n that way.

There was another book�sh lad �n the town, John Coll�ns by name,
w�th whom I was �nt�mately acqua�nted. We somet�mes d�sputed, and
very fond we were of argument, and very des�rous of confut�ng one
another, wh�ch d�sputat�ous turn, by the way, �s apt to become a very
bad hab�t, mak�ng people often extremely d�sagreeable �n company
by the contrad�ct�on that �s necessary to br�ng �t �nto pract�ce; and
thence, bes�des sour�ng and spo�l�ng the conversat�on, �s product�ve
of d�sgusts and, perhaps enm�t�es where you may have occas�on for
fr�endsh�p. I had caught �t by read�ng my father's books of d�spute
about rel�g�on. Persons of good sense, I have s�nce observed,
seldom fall �nto �t, except lawyers, un�vers�ty men, and men of all
sorts that have been bred at Ed�nborough.

A quest�on was once, somehow or other, started between Coll�ns
and me, of the propr�ety of educat�ng the female sex �n learn�ng, and
the�r ab�l�t�es for study. He was of op�n�on that �t was �mproper, and
that they were naturally unequal to �t. I took the contrary s�de,
perhaps a l�ttle for d�spute's sake. He was naturally more eloquent,
had a ready plenty of words; and somet�mes, as I thought, bore me
down more by h�s fluency than by the strength of h�s reasons. As we
parted w�thout settl�ng the po�nt, and were not to see one another
aga�n for some t�me, I sat down to put my arguments �n wr�t�ng,
wh�ch I cop�ed fa�r and sent to h�m. He answered, and I repl�ed.
Three or four letters of a s�de had passed, when my father happened
to f�nd my papers and read them. W�thout enter�ng �nto the
d�scuss�on, he took occas�on to talk to me about the manner of my
wr�t�ng; observed that, though I had the advantage of my antagon�st
�n correct spell�ng and po�nt�ng (wh�ch I ow'd to the pr�nt�ng-house), I
fell far short �n elegance of express�on, �n method and �n persp�cu�ty,



of wh�ch he conv�nced me by several �nstances. I saw the just�ce of
h�s remark, and thence grew more attent�ve to the manner �n wr�t�ng,
and determ�ned to endeavor at �mprovement.

About th�s t�me I met w�th an odd volume of the Spectator. It was
the th�rd. I had never before seen any of them. I bought �t, read �t
over and over, and was much del�ghted w�th �t. I thought the wr�t�ng
excellent, and w�shed, �f poss�ble, to �m�tate �t. W�th th�s v�ew I took
some of the papers, and, mak�ng short h�nts of the sent�ment �n each
sentence, la�d them by a few days, and then, w�thout look�ng at the
book, try'd to compleat the papers aga�n, by express�ng each h�nted
sent�ment at length, and as fully as �t had been expressed before, �n
any su�table words that should come to hand. Then I compared my
Spectator w�th the or�g�nal, d�scovered some of my faults, and
corrected them. But I found I wanted a stock of words, or a read�ness
�n recollect�ng and us�ng them, wh�ch I thought I should have
acqu�red before that t�me �f I had gone on mak�ng verses; s�nce the
cont�nual occas�on for words of the same �mport, but of d�fferent
length, to su�t the measure, or of d�fferent sound for the rhyme,
would have la�d me under a constant necess�ty of search�ng for
var�ety, and also have tended to f�x that var�ety �n my m�nd, and
make me master of �t. Therefore I took some of the tales and turned
them �nto verse; and, after a t�me, when I had pretty well forgotten
the prose, turned them back aga�n. I also somet�mes jumbled my
collect�ons of h�nts �nto confus�on, and after some weeks endeavored
to reduce them �nto the best order, before I began to form the full
sentences and compleat the paper. Th�s was to teach me method �n
the arrangement of thoughts. By compar�ng my work afterwards w�th
the or�g�nal, I d�scovered many faults and amended them; but I
somet�mes had the pleasure of fancy�ng that, �n certa�n part�culars of
small �mport, I had been lucky enough to �mprove the method or the
language, and th�s encouraged me to th�nk I m�ght poss�bly �n t�me
come to be a tolerable Engl�sh wr�ter, of wh�ch I was extremely
amb�t�ous. My t�me for these exerc�ses and for read�ng was at n�ght,
after work or before �t began �n the morn�ng, or on Sundays, when I
contr�ved to be �n the pr�nt�ng-house alone, evad�ng as much as I
could the common attendance on publ�c worsh�p wh�ch my father



used to exact on me when I was under h�s care, and wh�ch �ndeed I
st�ll thought a duty, though I could not, as �t seemed to me, afford
t�me to pract�se �t.

When about 16 years of age I happened to meet w�th a book,
wr�tten by one Tryon, recommend�ng a vegetable d�et. I determ�ned
to go �nto �t. My brother, be�ng yet unmarr�ed, d�d not keep house, but
boarded h�mself and h�s apprent�ces �n another fam�ly. My refus�ng to
eat flesh occas�oned an �nconven�ency, and I was frequently ch�d for
my s�ngular�ty. I made myself acqua�nted w�th Tryon's manner of
prepar�ng some of h�s d�shes, such as bo�l�ng potatoes or r�ce,
mak�ng hasty pudd�ng, and a few others, and then proposed to my
brother, that �f he would g�ve me, weekly, half the money he pa�d for
my board, I would board myself. He �nstantly agreed to �t, and I
presently found that I could save half what he pa�d me. Th�s was an
add�t�onal fund for buy�ng books. But I had another advantage �n �t.
My brother and the rest go�ng from the pr�nt�ng-house to the�r meals,
I rema�ned there alone, and, despatch�ng presently my l�ght repast,
wh�ch often was no more than a b�sket or a sl�ce of bread, a handful
of ra�s�ns or a tart from the pastry-cook's, and a glass of water, had
the rest of the t�me t�ll the�r return for study, �n wh�ch I made the
greater progress, from that greater clearness of head and qu�cker
apprehens�on wh�ch usually attend temperance �n eat�ng and
dr�nk�ng.

And now �t was that, be�ng on some occas�on made asham'd of
my �gnorance �n f�gures, wh�ch I had tw�ce fa�led �n learn�ng when at
school, I took Cocker's book of Ar�thmet�ck, and went through the
whole by myself w�th great ease. I also read Seller's and Shermy's
books of Nav�gat�on, and became acqua�nted w�th the l�ttle geometry
they conta�n; but never proceeded far �n that sc�ence. And I read
about th�s t�me Locke On Human Understand�ng, and the Art of
Th�nk�ng, by Messrs. du Port Royal.

Wh�le I was �ntent on �mprov�ng my language, I met w�th an
Engl�sh grammar (I th�nk �t was Greenwood's), at the end of wh�ch
there were two l�ttle sketches of the arts of rhetor�c and log�c, the



latter f�n�sh�ng w�th a spec�men of a d�spute �n the Socrat�c method;
and soon after I procur'd Xenophon's Memorable Th�ngs of Socrates,
where�n there are many �nstances of the same method. I was
charm'd w�th �t, adopted �t, dropt my abrupt contrad�ct�on and pos�t�ve
argumentat�on, and put on the humble �nqu�rer and doubter. And
be�ng then, from read�ng Shaftesbury and Coll�ns, become a real
doubter �n many po�nts of our rel�g�ous doctr�ne, I found th�s method
safest for myself and very embarrass�ng to those aga�nst whom I
used �t; therefore I took a del�ght �n �t, pract�s'd �t cont�nually, and
grew very artful and expert �n draw�ng people, even of super�or
knowledge, �nto concess�ons, the consequences of wh�ch they d�d
not foresee, entangl�ng them �n d�ff�cult�es out of wh�ch they could not
extr�cate themselves, and so obta�n�ng v�ctor�es that ne�ther myself
nor my cause always deserved. I cont�nu'd th�s method some few
years, but gradually left �t, reta�n�ng only the hab�t of express�ng
myself �n terms of modest d�ff�dence; never us�ng, when I advanced
any th�ng that may poss�bly be d�sputed, the words certa�nly,
undoubtedly, or any others that g�ve the a�r of pos�t�veness to an
op�n�on; but rather say, I conce�ve or apprehend a th�ng to be so and
so; �t appears to me, or I should th�nk �t so or so, for such and such
reasons; or I �mag�ne �t to be so; or �t �s so, �f I am not m�staken. Th�s
hab�t, I bel�eve, has been of great advantage to me when I have had
occas�on to �nculcate my op�n�ons, and persuade men �nto measures
that I have been from t�me to t�me engag'd �n promot�ng; and, as the
ch�ef ends of conversat�on are to �nform or to be �nformed, to please
or to persuade, I w�sh well-mean�ng, sens�ble men would not lessen
the�r power of do�ng good by a pos�t�ve, assum�ng manner, that
seldom fa�ls to d�sgust, tends to create oppos�t�on, and to defeat
every one of those purposes for wh�ch speech was g�ven to us, to
w�t, g�v�ng or rece�v�ng �nformat�on or pleasure. For, �f you would
�nform, a pos�t�ve and dogmat�cal manner �n advanc�ng your
sent�ments may provoke contrad�ct�on and prevent a cand�d
attent�on. If you w�sh �nformat�on and �mprovement from the
knowledge of others, and yet at the same t�me express yourself as
f�rmly f�x'd �n your present op�n�ons, modest, sens�ble men, who do
not love d�sputat�on, w�ll probably leave you und�sturbed �n the
possess�on of your error. And by such a manner, you can seldom



hope to recommend yourself �n pleas�ng your hearers, or to
persuade those whose concurrence you des�re. Pope says,
jud�c�ously:

"Men should be taught as �f you taught them not,
And th�ngs unknown propos'd as th�ngs forgot;"

farther recommend�ng to us

"To speak, tho' sure, w�th seem�ng d�ff�dence."

And he m�ght have coupled w�th th�s l�ne that wh�ch he has coupled
w�th another, I th�nk, less properly,

"For want of modesty �s want of sense."

If you ask, Why less properly? I must repeat the l�nes,

"Immodest words adm�t of no defense,
For want of modesty �s want of sense."

Now, �s not want of sense (where a man �s so unfortunate as to want
�t) some apology for h�s want of modesty? and would not the l�nes
stand more justly thus?

"Immodest words adm�t but th�s defense,
That want of modesty �s want of sense."

Th�s, however, I should subm�t to better judgments.

My brother had, �n 1720 or 1721, begun to pr�nt a newspaper. It
was the second that appeared �n Amer�ca, and was called the New
England Courant. The only one before �t was the Boston News-
Letter. I remember h�s be�ng d�ssuaded by some of h�s fr�ends from
the undertak�ng, as not l�kely to succeed, one newspaper be�ng, �n
the�r judgment, enough for Amer�ca. At th�s t�me (1771) there are not
less than f�ve-and-twenty. He went on, however, w�th the
undertak�ng, and after hav�ng worked �n compos�ng the types and
pr�nt�ng off the sheets, I was employed to carry the papers thro' the
streets to the customers.



He had some �ngen�ous men among h�s fr�ends, who amus'd
themselves by wr�t�ng l�ttle p�eces for th�s paper, wh�ch ga�n'd �t cred�t
and made �t more �n demand, and these gentlemen often v�s�ted us.
Hear�ng the�r conversat�ons, and the�r accounts of the approbat�on
the�r papers were rece�ved w�th, I was exc�ted to try my hand among
them; but, be�ng st�ll a boy, and suspect�ng that my brother would
object to pr�nt�ng anyth�ng of m�ne �n h�s paper �f he knew �t to be
m�ne, I contr�ved to d�sgu�se my hand, and, wr�t�ng an anonymous
paper, I put �t �n at n�ght under the door of the pr�nt�ng-house. It was
found �n the morn�ng, and commun�cated to h�s wr�t�ng fr�ends when
they call'd �n as usual. They read �t, commented on �t �n my hear�ng,
and I had the exqu�s�te pleasure of f�nd�ng �t met w�th the�r
approbat�on, and that, �n the�r d�fferent guesses at the author, none
were named but men of some character among us for learn�ng and
�ngenu�ty. I suppose now that I was rather lucky �n my judges, and
that perhaps they were not really so very good ones as I then
esteem'd them.

Encourag'd, however, by th�s, I wrote and convey'd �n the same
way to the press several more papers wh�ch were equally approv'd;
and I kept my secret t�ll my small fund of sense for such
performances was pretty well exhausted and then I d�scovered �t,
when I began to be cons�dered a l�ttle more by my brother's
acqua�ntance, and �n a manner that d�d not qu�te please h�m, as he
thought, probably w�th reason, that �t tended to make me too va�n.
And, perhaps, th�s m�ght be one occas�on of the d�fferences that we
began to have about th�s t�me. Though a brother, he cons�dered
h�mself as my master, and me as h�s apprent�ce, and accord�ngly,
expected the same serv�ces from me as he would from another,
wh�le I thought he demean'd me too much �n some he requ�r'd of me,
who from a brother expected more �ndulgence. Our d�sputes were
often brought before our father, and I fancy I was e�ther generally �n
the r�ght, or else a better pleader, because the judgment was
generally �n my favor. But my brother was pass�onate, and had often
beaten me, wh�ch I took extreamly am�ss; and, th�nk�ng my
apprent�cesh�p very ted�ous, I was cont�nually w�sh�ng for some



opportun�ty of shorten�ng �t, wh�ch at length offered �n a manner
unexpected. [3]

[3] I fancy h�s harsh and tyrann�cal treatment of me m�ght be a
means of �mpress�ng me w�th that avers�on to arb�trary power that
has stuck to me through my whole l�fe.

One of the p�eces �n our newspaper on some pol�t�cal po�nt, wh�ch
I have now forgotten, gave offense to the Assembly. He was taken
up, censur'd, and �mpr�son'd for a month, by the speaker's warrant, I
suppose, because he would not d�scover h�s author. I too was taken
up and exam�n'd before the counc�l; but, tho' I d�d not g�ve them any
sat�sfact�on, they content'd themselves w�th admon�sh�ng me, and
d�sm�ssed me, cons�der�ng me, perhaps, as an apprent�ce, who was
bound to keep h�s master's secrets.

Dur�ng my brother's conf�nement, wh�ch I resented a good deal,
notw�thstand�ng our pr�vate d�fferences, I had the management of the
paper; and I made bold to g�ve our rulers some rubs �n �t, wh�ch my
brother took very k�ndly, wh�le others began to cons�der me �n an
unfavorable l�ght, as a young gen�us that had a turn for l�bell�ng and
satyr. My brother's d�scharge was accompany'd w�th an order of the
House (a very odd one), that "James Frankl�n should no longer pr�nt
the paper called the New England Courant."

There was a consultat�on held �n our pr�nt�ng-house among h�s
fr�ends, what he should do �n th�s case. Some proposed to evade the
order by chang�ng the name of the paper; but my brother, see�ng
�nconven�ences �n that, �t was f�nally concluded on as a better way, to
let �t be pr�nted for the future under the name of B������� F�������;
and to avo�d the censure of the Assembly, that m�ght fall on h�m as
st�ll pr�nt�ng �t by h�s apprent�ce, the contr�vance was that my old
�ndenture should be return'd to me, w�th a full d�scharge on the back
of �t, to be shown on occas�on, but to secure to h�m the benef�t of my
serv�ce, I was to s�gn new �ndentures for the rema�nder of the term,
wh�ch were to be kept pr�vate. A very fl�msy scheme �t was; however,
�t was �mmed�ately executed, and the paper went on accord�ngly,
under my name for several months.



At length, a fresh d�fference ar�s�ng between my brother and me, I
took upon me to assert my freedom, presum�ng that he would not
venture to produce the new �ndentures. It was not fa�r �n me to take
th�s advantage, and th�s I therefore reckon one of the f�rst errata of
my l�fe; but the unfa�rness of �t we�ghed l�ttle w�th me, when under the
�mpress�ons of resentment for the blows h�s pass�on too often urged
h�m to bestow upon me, though he was otherw�se not an �ll-natur'd
man: perhaps I was too saucy and provok�ng.

When he found I would leave h�m, he took care to prevent my
gett�ng employment �n any other pr�nt�ng-house of the town, by go�ng
round and speak�ng to every master, who accord�ngly refus'd to g�ve
me work. I then thought of go�ng to New York, as the nearest place
where there was a pr�nter; and I was rather �ncl�n'd to leave Boston
when I reflected that I had already made myself a l�ttle obnox�ous to
the govern�ng party, and, from the arb�trary proceed�ngs of the
Assembly �n my brother's case, �t was l�kely I m�ght, �f I stay'd, soon
br�ng myself �nto scrapes; and farther, that my �nd�screte d�sputat�ons
about rel�g�on began to make me po�nted at w�th horror by good
people as an �nf�del or athe�st. I determ�n'd on the po�nt, but my
father now s�d�ng w�th my brother, I was sens�ble that, �f I attempted
to go openly, means would be used to prevent me. My fr�end Coll�ns,
therefore, undertook to manage a l�ttle for me. He agreed w�th the
capta�n of a New York sloop for my passage, under the not�on of my
be�ng a young acqua�ntance of h�s, that had got a naughty g�rl w�th
ch�ld, whose fr�ends would compel me to marry her, and therefore I
could not appear or come away publ�cly. So I sold some of my books
to ra�se a l�ttle money, was taken on board pr�vately, and as we had a
fa�r w�nd, �n three days I found myself �n New York, near 300 m�les
from home, a boy of but 17, w�thout the least recommendat�on to, or
knowledge of any person �n the place, and w�th very l�ttle money �n
my pocket.

My �ncl�nat�ons for the sea were by th�s t�me worne out, or I m�ght
now have grat�fy'd them. But, hav�ng a trade, and suppos�ng myself
a pretty good workman, I offer'd my serv�ce to the pr�nter �n the
place, old Mr. W�ll�am Bradford, who had been the f�rst pr�nter �n



Pennsylvan�a, but removed from thence upon the quarrel of George
Ke�th. He could g�ve me no employment, hav�ng l�ttle to do, and help
enough already; but says he, "My son at Ph�ladelph�a has lately lost
h�s pr�nc�pal hand, Aqu�la Rose, by death; �f you go th�ther, I bel�eve
he may employ you." Ph�ladelph�a was a hundred m�les further; I set
out, however, �n a boat for Amboy, leav�ng my chest and th�ngs to
follow me round by sea.

In cross�ng the bay, we met w�th a squall that tore our rotten sa�ls
to p�eces, prevented our gett�ng �nto the K�ll, and drove us upon Long
Island. In our way, a drunken Dutchman, who was a passenger too,
fell overboard; when he was s�nk�ng, I reached through the water to
h�s shock pate, and drew h�m up, so that we got h�m �n aga�n. H�s
duck�ng sobered h�m a l�ttle, and he went to sleep, tak�ng f�rst out of
h�s pocket a book, wh�ch he des�r'd I would dry for h�m. It proved to
be my old favor�te author, Bunyan's P�lgr�m's Progress, �n Dutch,
f�nely pr�nted on good paper, w�th copper cuts, a dress better than I
had ever seen �t wear �n �ts own language. I have s�nce found that �t
has been translated �nto most of the languages of Europe, and
suppose �t has been more generally read than any other book,
except perhaps the B�ble. Honest John was the f�rst that I know of
who m�x'd narrat�on and d�alogue; a method of wr�t�ng very engag�ng
to the reader, who �n the most �nterest�ng parts f�nds h�mself, as �t
were, brought �nto the company and present at the d�scourse. De
Foe �n h�s Cruso, h�s Moll Flanders, Rel�g�ous Courtsh�p, Fam�ly
Instructor, and other p�eces, has �m�tated �t w�th success; and
R�chardson has done the same �n h�s Pamela, etc.

When we drew near the �sland, we found �t was at a place where
there could be no land�ng, there be�ng a great surff on the stony
beach. So we dropt anchor, and swung round towards the shore.
Some people came down to the water edge and hallow'd to us, as
we d�d to them; but the w�nd was so h�gh, and the surff so loud, that
we could not hear so as to understand each other. There were
canoes on the shore, and we made s�gns, and hallow'd that they
should fetch us; but they e�ther d�d not understand us, or thought �t
�mpract�cable, so they went away, and n�ght com�ng on, we had no



remedy but to wa�t t�ll the w�nd should abate; and, �n the meant�me,
the boatman and I concluded to sleep, �f we could; and so crowded
�nto the scuttle, w�th the Dutchman, who was st�ll wet, and the spray
beat�ng over the head of our boat, leak'd thro' to us, so that we were
soon almost as wet as he. In th�s manner we lay all n�ght, w�th very
l�ttle rest; but, the w�nd abat�ng the next day, we made a sh�ft to
reach Amboy before n�ght, hav�ng been th�rty hours on the water,
w�thout v�ctuals, or any dr�nk but a bottle of f�lthy rum, and the water
we sa�l'd on be�ng salt.

In the even�ng I found myself very fever�sh, and went �n to bed;
but, hav�ng read somewhere that cold water drank plent�fully was
good for a fever, I follow'd the prescr�pt�on, sweat plent�ful most of
the n�ght, my fever left me, and �n the morn�ng, cross�ng the ferry, I
proceeded on my journey on foot, hav�ng f�fty m�les to Burl�ngton,
where I was told I should f�nd boats that would carry me the rest of
the way to Ph�ladelph�a.

It ra�ned very hard all the day; I was thoroughly soak'd, and by
noon a good deal t�red; so I stopt at a poor �nn, where I sta�d all
n�ght, beg�nn�ng now to w�sh that I had never left home. I cut so
m�serable a f�gure, too, that I found, by the quest�ons ask'd me, I was
suspected to be some runaway servant, and �n danger of be�ng
taken up on that susp�c�on. However, I proceeded the next day, and
got �n the even�ng to an �nn, w�th�n e�ght or ten m�les of Burl�ngton,
kept by one Dr. Brown. He entered �nto conversat�on w�th me wh�le I
took some refreshment, and, f�nd�ng I had read a l�ttle, became very
soc�able and fr�endly. Our acqua�ntance cont�nu'd as long as he l�v'd.
He had been, I �mag�ne, an �t�nerant doctor, for there was no town �n
England, or country �n Europe, of wh�ch he could not g�ve a very
part�cular account. He had some letters, and was �ngen�ous, but
much of an unbel�ever, and w�ckedly undertook, some years after, to
travest�e the B�ble �n doggrel verse, as Cotton had done V�rg�l. By
th�s means he set many of the facts �n a very r�d�culous l�ght, and
m�ght have hurt weak m�nds �f h�s work had been publ�shed; but �t
never was.



At h�s house I lay that n�ght, and the next morn�ng reach'd
Burl�ngton, but had the mort�f�cat�on to f�nd that the regular boats
were gone a l�ttle before my com�ng, and no other expected to go
before Tuesday, th�s be�ng Saturday; wherefore I returned to an old
woman �n the town, of whom I had bought g�ngerbread to eat on the
water, and ask'd her adv�ce. She �nv�ted me to lodge at her house t�ll
a passage by water should offer; and be�ng t�red w�th my foot
travell�ng, I accepted the �nv�tat�on. She understand�ng I was a
pr�nter, would have had me stay at that town and follow my bus�ness,
be�ng �gnorant of the stock necessary to beg�n w�th. She was very
hosp�table, gave me a d�nner of ox-cheek w�th great good w�ll,
accept�ng only a pot of ale �n return; and I thought myself f�xed t�ll
Tuesday should come. However, walk�ng �n the even�ng by the s�de
of the r�ver, a boat came by, wh�ch I found was go�ng towards
Ph�ladelph�a, w�th several people �n her. They took me �n, and, as
there was no w�nd, we row'd all the way; and about m�dn�ght, not
hav�ng yet seen the c�ty, some of the company were conf�dent we
must have passed �t, and would row no farther; the others knew not
where we were; so we put toward the shore, got �nto a creek, landed
near an old fence, w�th the ra�ls of wh�ch we made a f�re, the n�ght
be�ng cold, �n October, and there we rema�ned t�ll dayl�ght. Then one
of the company knew the place to be Cooper's Creek, a l�ttle above
Ph�ladelph�a, wh�ch we saw as soon as we got out of the creek, and
arr�v'd there about e�ght or n�ne o'clock on the Sunday morn�ng, and
landed at the Market-street wharf.

I have been the more part�cular �n th�s descr�pt�on of my journey,
and shall be so of my f�rst entry �nto that c�ty, that you may �n your
m�nd compare such unl�kely beg�nn�ngs w�th the f�gure I have s�nce
made there. I was �n my work�ng dress, my best cloaths be�ng to
come round by sea. I was d�rty from my journey; my pockets were
stuff'd out w�th sh�rts and stock�ngs, and I knew no soul nor where to
look for lodg�ng. I was fat�gued w�th travell�ng, row�ng, and want of
rest, I was very hungry; and my whole stock of cash cons�sted of a
Dutch dollar, and about a sh�ll�ng �n copper. The latter I gave the
people of the boat for my passage, who at f�rst refus'd �t, on account
of my row�ng; but I �ns�sted on the�r tak�ng �t. A man be�ng somet�mes



more generous when he has but a l�ttle money than when he has
plenty, perhaps thro' fear of be�ng thought to have but l�ttle.

Then I walked up the street, gaz�ng about t�ll near the market-
house I met a boy w�th bread. I had made many a meal on bread,
and, �nqu�r�ng where he got �t, I went �mmed�ately to the baker's he
d�rected me to, �n Second-street, and ask'd for b�sket, �ntend�ng such
as we had �n Boston; but they, �t seems, were not made �n
Ph�ladelph�a. Then I asked for a three-penny loaf, and was told they
had none such. So not cons�der�ng or know�ng the d�fference of
money, and the greater cheapness nor the names of h�s bread, I
made h�m g�ve me three-penny worth of any sort. He gave me,
accord�ngly, three great puffy rolls. I was surpr�z'd at the quant�ty, but
took �t, and, hav�ng no room �n my pockets, walk'd off w�th a roll
under each arm, and eat�ng the other. Thus I went up Market-street
as far as Fourth-street, pass�ng by the door of Mr. Read, my future
w�fe's father; when she, stand�ng at the door, saw me, and thought I
made, as I certa�nly d�d, a most awkward, r�d�culous appearance.
Then I turned and went down Chestnut-street and part of Walnut-
street, eat�ng my roll all the way, and, com�ng round, found myself
aga�n at Market-street wharf, near the boat I came �n, to wh�ch I went
for a draught of the r�ver water; and, be�ng f�lled w�th one of my rolls,
gave the other two to a woman and her ch�ld that came down the
r�ver �n the boat w�th us, and were wa�t�ng to go farther.

Thus refreshed, I walked aga�n up the street, wh�ch by th�s t�me
had many clean-dressed people �n �t, who were all walk�ng the same
way. I jo�ned them, and thereby was led �nto the great meet�ng-house
of the Quakers near the market. I sat down among them, and, after
look�ng round awh�le and hear�ng noth�ng sa�d, be�ng very drowsy
thro' labor and want of rest the preced�ng n�ght, I fell fast asleep, and
cont�nued so t�ll the meet�ng broke up, when one was k�nd enough to
rouse me. Th�s was, therefore, the f�rst house I was �n, or slept �n, �n
Ph�ladelph�a.

Walk�ng down aga�n toward the r�ver, and, look�ng �n the faces of
people, I met a young Quaker man, whose countenance I l�k'd, and,



accost�ng h�m, requested he would tell me where a stranger could
get lodg�ng. We were then near the s�gn of the Three Mar�ners.
"Here," says he, "�s one place that enterta�ns strangers, but �t �s not a
reputable house; �f thee w�lt walk w�th me, I'll show thee a better." He
brought me to the Crooked B�llet �n Water-street. Here I got a d�nner;
and, wh�le I was eat�ng �t, several sly quest�ons were asked me, as �t
seemed to be suspected from my youth and appearance, that I m�ght
be some runaway.

After d�nner, my sleep�ness return'd, and be�ng shown to a bed, I
lay down w�thout undress�ng, and slept t�ll s�x �n the even�ng, was
call'd to supper, went to bed aga�n very early, and slept soundly t�ll
next morn�ng. Then I made myself as t�dy as I could, and went to
Andrew Bradford the pr�nter's. I found �n the shop the old man h�s
father, whom I had seen at New York, and who, travell�ng on
horseback, had got to Ph�ladelph�a before me. He �ntroduc'd me to
h�s son, who rece�v'd me c�v�lly, gave me a breakfast, but told me he
d�d not at present want a hand, be�ng lately suppl�'d w�th one; but
there was another pr�nter �n town, lately set up, one Ke�mer, who,
perhaps, m�ght employ me; �f not, I should be welcome to lodge at
h�s house, and he would g�ve me a l�ttle work to do now and then t�ll
fuller bus�ness should offer.

The old gentleman sa�d he would go w�th me to the new pr�nter;
and when we found h�m, "Ne�ghbor," says Bradford, "I have brought
to see you a young man of your bus�ness; perhaps you may want
such a one." He ask'd me a few quest�ons, put a compos�ng st�ck �n
my hand to see how I work'd, and then sa�d he would employ me
soon, though he had just then noth�ng for me to do; and, tak�ng old
Bradford, whom he had never seen before, to be one of the town's
people that had a good w�ll for h�m, enter'd �nto a conversat�on on h�s
present undertak�ng and prospects; wh�le Bradford, not d�scover�ng
that he was the other pr�nter's father, on Ke�mer's say�ng he
expected soon to get the greatest part of the bus�ness �nto h�s own
hands, drew h�m on by artful quest�ons, and start�ng l�ttle doubts, to
expla�n all h�s v�ews, what �nterests he rel�'d on, and �n what manner
he �ntended to proceed. I, who stood by and heard all, saw



�mmed�ately that one of them was a crafty old soph�ster, and the
other a mere nov�ce. Bradford left me w�th Ke�mer, who was greatly
surpr�s'd when I told h�m who the old man was.

Ke�mer's pr�nt�ng-house, I found, cons�sted of an old shatter'd
press, and one small, worn-out font of Engl�sh wh�ch he was then
us�ng h�mself, compos�ng an Elegy on Aqu�la Rose, before
ment�oned, an �ngen�ous young man, of excellent character, much
respected �n the town, clerk of the Assembly, and a pretty poet.
Ke�mer made verses too, but very �nd�fferently. He could not be sa�d
to wr�te them, for h�s manner was to compose them �n the types
d�rectly out of h�s head. So there be�ng no copy, but one pa�r of
cases, and the Elegy l�kely to requ�re all the letter, no one could help
h�m. I endeavor'd to put h�s press (wh�ch he had not yet us'd, and of
wh�ch he understood noth�ng) �nto order f�t to be work'd w�th; and,
prom�s�ng to come and pr�nt off h�s Elegy as soon as he should have
got �t ready, I return'd to Bradford's, who gave me a l�ttle job to do for
the present, and there I lodged and d�eted. A few days after, Ke�mer
sent for me to pr�nt off the Elegy. And now he had got another pa�r of
cases, and a pamphlet to repr�nt, on wh�ch he set me to work.

These two pr�nters I found poorly qual�f�ed for the�r bus�ness.
Bradford had not been bred to �t, and was very �ll�terate; and Ke�mer,
tho' someth�ng of a scholar, was a mere compos�tor, know�ng noth�ng
of presswork. He had been one of the French prophets, and could
act the�r enthus�ast�c ag�tat�ons. At th�s t�me he d�d not profess any
part�cular rel�g�on, but someth�ng of all on occas�on; was very
�gnorant of the world, and had, as I afterward found, a good deal of
the knave �n h�s compos�t�on. He d�d not l�ke my lodg�ng at Bradford's
wh�le I work'd w�th h�m. He had a house, �ndeed, but w�thout
furn�ture, so he could not lodge me; but he got me a lodg�ng at Mr.
Read's, before ment�oned, who was the owner of h�s house; and, my
chest and clothes be�ng come by th�s t�me, I made rather a more
respectable appearance �n the eyes of M�ss Read than I had done
when she f�rst happen'd to see me eat�ng my roll �n the street.



I began now to have some acqua�ntance among the young people
of the town, that were lovers of read�ng, w�th whom I spent my
even�ngs very pleasantly; and ga�n�ng money by my �ndustry and
frugal�ty, I l�ved very agreeably, forgett�ng Boston as much as I could,
and not des�r�ng that any there should know where I res�ded, except
my fr�end Coll�ns, who was �n my secret, and kept �t when I wrote to
h�m. At length, an �nc�dent happened that sent me back aga�n much
sooner than I had �ntended. I had a brother-�n-law, Robert Holmes,
master of a sloop that traded between Boston and Delaware. He
be�ng at Newcastle, forty m�les below Ph�ladelph�a, heard there of
me, and wrote me a letter ment�on�ng the concern of my fr�ends �n
Boston at my abrupt departure, assur�ng me of the�r good w�ll to me,
and that every th�ng would be accommodated to my m�nd �f I would
return, to wh�ch he exhorted me very earnestly. I wrote an answer to
h�s letter, thank'd h�m for h�s adv�ce, but stated my reasons for
qu�tt�ng Boston fully and �n such a l�ght as to conv�nce h�m I was not
so wrong as he had apprehended.

S�r W�ll�am Ke�th, governor of the prov�nce, was then at Newcastle,
and Capta�n Holmes, happen�ng to be �n company w�th h�m when my
letter came to hand, spoke to h�m of me, and show'd h�m the letter.
The governor read �t, and seem'd surpr�s'd when he was told my
age. He sa�d I appear'd a young man of prom�s�ng parts, and
therefore should be encouraged; the pr�nters at Ph�ladelph�a were
wretched ones; and, �f I would set up there, he made no doubt I
should succeed; for h�s part, he would procure me the publ�c
bus�ness, and do me every other serv�ce �n h�s power. Th�s my
brother-�n-law afterwards told me �n Boston, but I knew as yet
noth�ng of �t; when, one day, Ke�mer and I be�ng at work together
near the w�ndow, we saw the governor and another gentleman
(wh�ch proved to be Colonel French, of Newcastle), f�nely dress'd,
come d�rectly across the street to our house, and heard them at the
door.

Ke�mer ran down �mmed�ately, th�nk�ng �t a v�s�t to h�m; but the
governor �nqu�r'd for me, came up, and w�th a condescens�on of
pol�teness I had been qu�te unus'd to, made me many compl�ments,



des�red to be acqua�nted w�th me, blam'd me k�ndly for not hav�ng
made myself known to h�m when I f�rst came to the place, and would
have me away w�th h�m to the tavern, where he was go�ng w�th
Colonel French to taste, as he sa�d, some excellent Made�ra. I was
not a l�ttle surpr�sed, and Ke�mer star'd l�ke a p�g po�son'd. I went,
however, w�th the governor and Colonel French to a tavern, at the
corner of Th�rd-street, and over the Made�ra he propos'd my sett�ng
up my bus�ness, la�d before me the probab�l�t�es of success, and
both he and Colonel French assur'd me I should have the�r �nterest
and �nfluence �n procur�ng the publ�c bus�ness of both governments.
On my doubt�ng whether my father would ass�st me �n �t, S�r W�ll�am
sa�d he would g�ve me a letter to h�m, �n wh�ch he would state the
advantages, and he d�d not doubt of preva�l�ng w�th h�m. So �t was
concluded I should return to Boston �n the f�rst vessel, w�th the
governor's letter recommend�ng me to my father. In the mean t�me
the �ntent�on was to be kept a secret, and I went on work�ng w�th
Ke�mer as usual, the governor send�ng for me now and then to d�ne
w�th h�m, a very great honor I thought �t, and convers�ng w�th me �n
the most affable, fam�l�ar, and fr�endly manner �mag�nable.

About the end of Apr�l, 1724, a l�ttle vessel offer'd for Boston. I took
leave of Ke�mer as go�ng to see my fr�ends. The governor gave me
an ample letter, say�ng many flatter�ng th�ngs of me to my father, and
strongly recommend�ng the project of my sett�ng up at Ph�ladelph�a
as a th�ng that must make my fortune. We struck on a shoal �n go�ng
down the bay, and sprung a leak; we had a bluster�ng t�me at sea,
and were obl�g'd to pump almost cont�nually, at wh�ch I took my turn.
We arr�v'd safe, however, at Boston �n about a fortn�ght. I had been
absent seven months, and my fr�ends had heard noth�ng of me; for
my br. Holmes was not yet return'd, and had not wr�tten about me.
My unexpected appearance surpr�z'd the fam�ly; all were, however,
very glad to see me, and made me welcome, except my brother. I
went to see h�m at h�s pr�nt�ng-house. I was better dress'd than ever
wh�le �n h�s serv�ce, hav�ng a genteel new su�t from head to foot, a
watch, and my pockets l�n'd w�th near f�ve pounds sterl�ng �n s�lver.
He rece�v'd me not very frankly, look'd me all over, and turn'd to h�s
work aga�n.



The journeymen were �nqu�s�t�ve where I had been, what sort of a
country �t was, and how I l�k'd �t. I pra�s'd �t much, the happy l�fe I led
�n �t, express�ng strongly my �ntent�on of return�ng to �t; and, one of
them ask�ng what k�nd of money we had there, I produc'd a handful
of s�lver, and spread �t before them, wh�ch was a k�nd of raree-show
they had not been us'd to, paper be�ng the money of Boston. Then I
took an opportun�ty of lett�ng them see my watch; and, lastly (my
brother st�ll grum and sullen), I gave them a p�ece of e�ght to dr�nk,
and took my leave. Th�s v�s�t of m�ne offended h�m extreamly; for,
when my mother some t�me after spoke to h�m of a reconc�l�at�on,
and of her w�shes to see us on good terms together, and that we
m�ght l�ve for the future as brothers, he sa�d I had �nsulted h�m �n
such a manner before h�s people that he could never forget or
forg�ve �t. In th�s, however, he was m�staken.

My father rece�ved the governor's letter w�th some apparent
surpr�se, but sa�d l�ttle of �t to me for some days, when Capt. Holmes
return�ng he showed �t to h�m, ask'd h�m �f he knew Ke�th, and what
k�nd of man he was; add�ng h�s op�n�on that he must be of small
d�scret�on to th�nk of sett�ng a boy up �n bus�ness who wanted yet
three years of be�ng at man's estate. Holmes sa�d what he could �n
favor of the project, but my father was clear �n the �mpropr�ety of �t,
and at last gave a flat den�al to �t. Then he wrote a c�v�l letter to S�r
W�ll�am, thank�ng h�m for the patronage he had so k�ndly offered me,
but decl�n�ng to ass�st me as yet �n sett�ng up, I be�ng, �n h�s op�n�on,
too young to be trusted w�th the management of a bus�ness so
�mportant, and for wh�ch the preparat�on must be so expens�ve.

My fr�end and compan�on Coll�ns, who was a clerk �n the post-
off�ce, pleas'd w�th the account I gave h�m of my new country,
determ�ned to go th�ther also; and, wh�le I wa�ted for my father's
determ�nat�on, he set out before me by land to Rhode Island, leav�ng
h�s books, wh�ch were a pretty collect�on of mathemat�cks and
natural ph�losophy, to come w�th m�ne and me to New York, where
he propos'd to wa�t for me.



My father, tho' he d�d not approve S�r W�ll�am's propos�t�on, was
yet pleas'd that I had been able to obta�n so advantageous a
character from a person of such note where I had res�ded, and that I
had been so �ndustr�ous and careful as to equ�p myself so
handsomely �n so short a t�me; therefore, see�ng no prospect of an
accommodat�on between my brother and me, he gave h�s consent to
my return�ng aga�n to Ph�ladelph�a, adv�s'd me to behave respectfully
to the people there, endeavor to obta�n the general esteem, and
avo�d lampoon�ng and l�bel�ng, to wh�ch he thought I had too much
�ncl�nat�on; tell�ng me, that by steady �ndustry and a prudent
pars�mony I m�ght save enough by the t�me I was one-and-twenty to
set me up; and that, �f I came near the matter, he would help me out
w�th the rest. Th�s was all I could obta�n, except some small g�fts as
tokens of h�s and my mother's love, when I embark'd aga�n for New
York, now w�th the�r approbat�on and the�r bless�ng.

The sloop putt�ng �n at Newport, Rhode Island, I v�s�ted my brother
John, who had been marr�ed and settled there some years. He
rece�ved me very affect�onately, for he always lov'd me. A fr�end of
h�s, one Vernon, hav�ng some money due to h�m �n Pens�lvan�a,
about th�rty-f�ve pounds currency, des�red I would rece�ve �t for h�m,
and keep �t t�ll I had h�s d�rect�ons what to rem�t �t �n. Accord�ngly, he
gave me an order. Th�s afterwards occas�on'd me a good deal of
uneas�ness.

At Newport we took �n a number of passengers for New York,
among wh�ch were two young women, compan�ons, and a grave,
sens�ble, matron-l�ke Quaker woman, w�th her attendants. I had
shown an obl�g�ng read�ness to do her some l�ttle serv�ces, wh�ch
�mpress'd her I suppose w�th a degree of good w�ll toward me;
therefore, when she saw a da�ly grow�ng fam�l�ar�ty between me and
the two young women, wh�ch they appear'd to encourage, she took
me as�de, and sa�d: "Young man, I am concern'd for thee, as thou
has no fr�end w�th thee, and seems not to know much of the world, or
of the snares youth �s expos'd to; depend upon �t, those are very bad
women; I can see �t �n all the�r act�ons; and �f thee art not upon thy
guard, they w�ll draw thee �nto some danger; they are strangers to



thee, and I adv�se thee, �n a fr�endly concern for thy welfare, to have
no acqua�ntance w�th them." As I seem'd at f�rst not to th�nk so �ll of
them as she d�d, she ment�oned some th�ngs she had observ'd and
heard that had escap'd my not�ce, but now conv�nc'd me she was
r�ght. I thank'd her for her k�nd adv�ce, and prom�s'd to follow �t.
When we arr�v'd at New York, they told me where they l�v'd, and
�nv�ted me to come and see them; but I avo�ded �t, and �t was well I
d�d; for the next day the capta�n m�ss'd a s�lver spoon and some
other th�ngs, that had been taken out of h�s cabb�n, and, know�ng
that these were a couple of strumpets, he got a warrant to search
the�r lodg�ngs, found the stolen goods, and had the th�eves pun�sh'd.
So, tho' we had escap'd a sunken rock, wh�ch we scrap'd upon �n the
passage, I thought th�s escape of rather more �mportance to me.

At New York I found my fr�end Coll�ns, who had arr�v'd there some
t�me before me. We had been �nt�mate from ch�ldren, and had read
the same books together; but he had the advantage of more t�me for
read�ng and study�ng, and a wonderful gen�us for mathemat�cal
learn�ng, �n wh�ch he far outstr�pt me. Wh�le I l�v'd �n Boston most of
my hours of le�sure for conversat�on were spent w�th h�m, and he
cont�nu'd a sober as well as an �ndustr�ous lad; was much respected
for h�s learn�ng by several of the clergy and other gentlemen, and
seemed to prom�se mak�ng a good f�gure �n l�fe. But, dur�ng my
absence, he had acqu�r'd a hab�t of sott�ng w�th brandy; and I found
by h�s own account, and what I heard from others, that he had been
drunk every day s�nce h�s arr�val at New York, and behav'd very
oddly. He had gam'd, too, and lost h�s money, so that I was obl�g'd to
d�scharge h�s lodg�ngs, and defray h�s expenses to and at
Ph�ladelph�a, wh�ch prov'd extremely �nconven�ent to me.

The then governor of New York, Burnet (son of B�shop Burnet),
hear�ng from the capta�n that a young man, one of h�s passengers,
had a great many books, des�r'd he would br�ng me to see h�m. I
wa�ted upon h�m accord�ngly, and should have taken Coll�ns w�th me
but that he was not sober. The gov'r. treated me w�th great c�v�l�ty,
show'd me h�s l�brary, wh�ch was a very large one, and we had a
good deal of conversat�on about books and authors. Th�s was the



second governor who had done me the honor to take not�ce of me;
wh�ch, to a poor boy l�ke me, was very pleas�ng.

We proceeded to Ph�ladelph�a. I rece�ved on the way Vernon's
money, w�thout wh�ch we could hardly have f�n�sh'd our journey.
Coll�ns w�shed to be employ'd �n some count�ng-house, but, whether
they d�scover'd h�s dramm�ng by h�s breath, or by h�s behav�our, tho'
he had some recommendat�ons, he met w�th no success �n any
appl�cat�on, and cont�nu'd lodg�ng and board�ng at the same house
w�th me, and at my expense. Know�ng I had that money of Vernon's,
he was cont�nually borrow�ng of me, st�ll prom�s�ng repayment as
soon as he should be �n bus�ness. At length he had got so much of �t
that I was d�stress'd to th�nk what I should do �n case of be�ng call'd
on to rem�t �t.

H�s dr�nk�ng cont�nu'd, about wh�ch we somet�mes quarrell'd; for,
when a l�ttle �ntox�cated, he was very fract�ous. Once, �n a boat on
the Delaware w�th some other young men, he refused to row �n h�s
turn. "I w�ll be row'd home," says he. "We w�ll not row you," says I.
"You must, or stay all n�ght on the water," says he, "just as you
please." The others sa�d, "Let us row; what s�gn�f�es �t?" But, my
m�nd be�ng soured w�th h�s other conduct, I cont�nu'd to refuse. So
he swore he would make me row, or throw me overboard; and
com�ng along, stepp�ng on the thwarts, toward me, when he came up
and struck at me, I clapped my hand under h�s crutch, and, r�s�ng,
p�tched h�m head-foremost �nto the r�ver. I knew he was a good
sw�mmer, and so was under l�ttle concern about h�m; but before he
could get round to lay hold of the boat, we had w�th a few strokes
pull'd her out of h�s reach; and ever when he drew near the boat, we
ask'd �f he would row, str�k�ng a few strokes to sl�de her away from
h�m. He was ready to d�e w�th vexat�on, and obst�nately would not
prom�se to row. However, see�ng h�m at last beg�nn�ng to t�re, we
l�fted h�m �n and brought h�m home dr�pp�ng wet �n the even�ng. We
hardly exchang'd a c�v�l word afterwards, and a West Ind�a capta�n,
who had a comm�ss�on to procure a tutor for the sons of a gentleman
at Barbadoes, happen�ng to meet w�th h�m, agreed to carry h�m
th�ther. He left me then, prom�s�ng to rem�t me the f�rst money he



should rece�ve �n order to d�scharge the debt; but I never heard of
h�m after.



The break�ng �nto th�s money of Vernon's was one of the f�rst great
errata of my l�fe; and th�s affa�r show'd that my father was not much
out �n h�s judgment when he suppos'd me too young to manage
bus�ness of �mportance. But S�r W�ll�am, on read�ng h�s letter, sa�d he
was too prudent. There was great d�fference �n persons; and
d�scret�on d�d not always accompany years, nor was youth always
w�thout �t. "And s�nce he w�ll not set you up," says he, "I w�ll do �t
myself. G�ve me an �nventory of the th�ngs necessary to be had from
England, and I w�ll send for them. You shall repay me when you are
able; I am resolv'd to have a good pr�nter here, and I am sure you
must succeed." Th�s was spoken w�th such an appearance of
cord�al�ty, that I had not the least doubt of h�s mean�ng what he sa�d.
I had h�therto kept the propos�t�on of my sett�ng up, a secret �n
Ph�ladelph�a, and I st�ll kept �t. Had �t been known that I depended on
the governor, probably some fr�end, that knew h�m better, would
have adv�s'd me not to rely on h�m, as I afterwards heard �t as h�s
known character to be l�beral of prom�ses wh�ch he never meant to
keep. Yet, unsol�c�ted as he was by me, how could I th�nk h�s
generous offers �ns�ncere? I bel�ev'd h�m one of the best men �n the
world.

I presented h�m an �nventory of a l�ttle pr�nt'g-house, amount�ng by
my computat�on to about one hundred pounds sterl�ng. He l�k'd �t, but
ask'd me �f my be�ng on the spot �n England to chuse the types, and
see that every th�ng was good of the k�nd, m�ght not be of some
advantage. "Then," says he, "when there, you may make
acqua�ntances, and establ�sh correspondences �n the booksell�ng
and stat�onery way." I agreed that th�s m�ght be advantageous.
"Then," says he, "get yourself ready to go w�th Ann�s;" wh�ch was the
annual sh�p, and the only one at that t�me usually pass�ng between
London and Ph�ladelph�a. But �t would be some months before Ann�s
sa�l'd, so I cont�nu'd work�ng w�th Ke�mer, frett�ng about the money
Coll�ns had got from me, and �n da�ly apprehens�ons of be�ng call'd
upon by Vernon, wh�ch, however, d�d not happen for some years
after.



I bel�eve I have om�tted ment�on�ng that, �n my f�rst voyage from
Boston, be�ng becalm'd off Block Island, our people set about
catch�ng cod, and hauled up a great many. H�therto I had stuck to my
resolut�on of not eat�ng an�mal food, and on th�s occas�on cons�der'd,
w�th my master Tryon, the tak�ng every f�sh as a k�nd of unprovoked
murder, s�nce none of them had, or ever could do us any �njury that
m�ght just�fy the slaughter. All th�s seemed very reasonable. But I
had formerly been a great lover of f�sh, and, when th�s came hot out
of the fry�ng-pan, �t smelt adm�rably well. I balanc'd some t�me
between pr�nc�ple and �ncl�nat�on, t�ll I recollected that, when the f�sh
were opened, I saw smaller f�sh taken out of the�r stomachs; then
thought I, "If you eat one another, I don't see why we mayn't eat
you." So I d�n'd upon cod very heart�ly, and cont�nued to eat w�th
other people, return�ng only now and then occas�onally to a
vegetable d�et. So conven�ent a th�ng �t �s to be a reasonable
creature, s�nce �t enables one to f�nd or make a reason for everyth�ng
one has a m�nd to do.

Ke�mer and I l�v'd on a pretty good fam�l�ar foot�ng, and agreed
tolerably well, for he suspected noth�ng of my sett�ng up. He reta�ned
a great deal of h�s old enthus�asms and lov'd argumentat�on. We
therefore had many d�sputat�ons. I used to work h�m so w�th my
Socrat�c method, and had trepann'd h�m so often by quest�ons
apparently so d�stant from any po�nt we had �n hand, and yet by
degrees lead to the po�nt, and brought h�m �nto d�ff�cult�es and
contrad�ct�ons, that at last he grew r�d�culously caut�ous, and would
hardly answer me the most common quest�on, w�thout ask�ng f�rst,
"What do you �ntend to �nfer from that?" However, �t gave h�m so h�gh
an op�n�on of my ab�l�t�es �n the confut�ng way, that he ser�ously
proposed my be�ng h�s colleague �n a project he had of sett�ng up a
new sect. He was to preach the doctr�nes, and I was to confound all
opponents. When he came to expla�n w�th me upon the doctr�nes, I
found several conundrums wh�ch I objected to, unless I m�ght have
my way a l�ttle too, and �ntroduce some of m�ne.

Ke�mer wore h�s beard at full length, because somewhere �n the
Mosa�c law �t �s sa�d, "Thou shalt not mar the corners of thy beard."



He l�kew�se kept the Seventh day, Sabbath; and these two po�nts
were essent�als w�th h�m. I d�sl�k'd both; but agreed to adm�t them
upon cond�t�on of h�s adopt�ng the doctr�ne of us�ng no an�mal food.
"I doubt," sa�d he, "my const�tut�on w�ll not bear that." I assur'd h�m �t
would, and that he would be the better for �t. He was usually a great
glutton, and I prom�sed myself some d�vers�on �n half starv�ng h�m.
He agreed to try the pract�ce, �f I would keep h�m company. I d�d so,
and we held �t for three months. We had our v�ctuals dress'd, and
brought to us regularly by a woman �n the ne�ghborhood, who had
from me a l�st of forty d�shes to be prepar'd for us at d�fferent t�mes,
�n all wh�ch there was ne�ther f�sh, flesh, nor fowl, and the wh�m
su�ted me the better at th�s t�me from the cheapness of �t, not cost�ng
us above e�ghteenpence sterl�ng each per week. I have s�nce kept
several Lents most str�ctly, leav�ng the common d�et for that, and that
for the common, abruptly, w�thout the least �nconven�ence, so that I
th�nk there �s l�ttle �n the adv�ce of mak�ng those changes by easy
gradat�ons. I went on pleasantly, but poor Ke�mer suffered gr�evously,
t�red of the project, long'd for the flesh-pots of Egypt, and order'd a
roast p�g. He �nv�ted me and two women fr�ends to d�ne w�th h�m; but,
�t be�ng brought too soon upon table, he could not res�st the
temptat�on, and ate the whole before we came.

I had made some courtsh�p dur�ng th�s t�me to M�ss Read. I had a
great respect and affect�on for her, and had some reason to bel�eve
she had the same for me; but, as I was about to take a long voyage,
and we were both very young, only a l�ttle above e�ghteen, �t was
thought most prudent by her mother to prevent our go�ng too far at
present, as a marr�age, �f �t was to take place, would be more
conven�ent after my return, when I should be, as I expected, set up
�n my bus�ness. Perhaps, too, she thought my expectat�ons not so
well founded as I �mag�ned them to be.

My ch�ef acqua�ntances at th�s t�me were Charles Osborne,
Joseph Watson, and James Ralph, all lovers of read�ng. The two f�rst
were clerks to an em�nent scr�vener or conveyancer �n the town,
Charles Brogden; the other was clerk to a merchant. Watson was a
p�ous, sens�ble young man, of great �ntegr�ty; the others rather more



lax �n the�r pr�nc�ples of rel�g�on, part�cularly Ralph, who, as well as
Coll�ns, had been unsettled by me, for wh�ch they both made me
suffer. Osborne was sens�ble, cand�d, frank; s�ncere and affect�onate
to h�s fr�ends; but, �n l�terary matters, too fond of cr�t�c�s�ng. Ralph
was �ngen�ous, genteel �n h�s manners, and extremely eloquent; I
th�nk I never knew a prett�er talker. Both of them great adm�rers of
poetry, and began to try the�r hands �n l�ttle p�eces. Many pleasant
walks we four had together on Sundays �nto the woods, near
Schuylk�ll, where we read to one another, and conferr'd on what we
read.

Ralph was �ncl�n'd to pursue the study of poetry, not doubt�ng but
he m�ght become em�nent �n �t, and make h�s fortune by �t, alleg�ng
that the best poets must, when they f�rst began to wr�te, make as
many faults as he d�d. Osborne d�ssuaded h�m, assur'd h�m he had
no gen�us for poetry, and adv�s'd h�m to th�nk of noth�ng beyond the
bus�ness he was bred to; that, �n the mercant�le way, tho' he had no
stock, he m�ght, by h�s d�l�gence and punctual�ty, recommend h�mself
to employment as a factor, and �n t�me acqu�re wherew�th to trade on
h�s own account. I approv'd the amus�ng one's self w�th poetry now
and then, so far as to �mprove one's language, but no farther.

On th�s �t was propos'd that we should each of us, at our next
meet�ng, produce a p�ece of our own compos�ng, �n order to �mprove
by our mutual observat�ons, cr�t�c�sms, and correct�ons. As language
and express�on were what we had �n v�ew, we excluded all
cons�derat�ons of �nvent�on by agree�ng that the task should be a
vers�on of the e�ghteenth Psalm, wh�ch descr�bes the descent of a
De�ty. When the t�me of our meet�ng drew n�gh, Ralph called on me
f�rst, and let me know h�s p�ece was ready. I told h�m I had been
busy, and, hav�ng l�ttle �ncl�nat�on, had done noth�ng. He then show'd
me h�s p�ece for my op�n�on, and I much approv'd �t, as �t appear'd to
me to have great mer�t. "Now," says he, "Osborne never w�ll allow
the least mer�t �n any th�ng of m�ne, but makes 1000 cr�t�c�sms out of
mere envy. He �s not so jealous of you; I w�sh, therefore, you would
take th�s p�ece, and produce �t as yours; I w�ll pretend not to have
had t�me, and so produce noth�ng. We shall then see what he w�ll



say to �t." It was agreed, and I �mmed�ately transcr�b'd �t, that �t m�ght
appear �n my own hand.

We met; Watson's performance was read; there were some
beaut�es �n �t, but many defects. Osborne's was read; �t was much
better; Ralph d�d �t just�ce; remarked some faults, but applauded the
beaut�es. He h�mself had noth�ng to produce. I was backward;
seemed des�rous of be�ng excused; had not had suff�c�ent t�me to
correct, etc.; but no excuse could be adm�tted; produce I must. It was
read and repeated; Watson and Osborne gave up the contest, and
jo�n'd �n applaud�ng �t. Ralph only made some cr�t�c�sms, and
propos'd some amendments; but I defended my text. Osborne was
aga�nst Ralph, and told h�m he was no better a cr�t�c than poet, so he
dropt the argument. As they two went home together, Osborne
expressed h�mself st�ll more strongly �n favor of what he thought my
product�on; hav�ng restra�n'd h�mself before, as he sa�d, lest I should
th�nk �t flattery. "But who would have �mag�n'd," sa�d he, "that Frankl�n
had been capable of such a performance; such pa�nt�ng, such force,
such f�re! He has even �mprov'd the or�g�nal. In h�s common
conversat�on he seems to have no cho�ce of words; he hes�tates and
blunders; and yet, good God! how he wr�tes!" When we next met,
Ralph d�scovered the tr�ck we had pla�d h�m, and Osborne was a
l�ttle laught at.

Th�s transact�on f�xed Ralph �n h�s resolut�on of becom�ng a poet. I
d�d all I could to d�ssuade h�m from �t, but he cont�nued scr�bbl�ng
verses t�ll Pope cured h�m. He became, however, a pretty good
prose wr�ter. More of h�m hereafter. But, as I may not have occas�on
aga�n to ment�on the other two, I shall just remark here, that Watson
d�ed �n my arms a few years after, much lamented, be�ng the best of
our set. Osborne went to the West Ind�es, where he became an
em�nent lawyer and made money, but d�ed young. He and I had
made a ser�ous agreement, that the one who happen'd f�rst to d�e
should, �f poss�ble, make a fr�endly v�s�t to the other, and acqua�nt
h�m how he found th�ngs �n that separate state. But he never fulf�ll'd
h�s prom�se.



The governor, seem�ng to l�ke my company, had me frequently to
h�s house, and h�s sett�ng me up was always ment�on'd as a f�xed
th�ng. I was to take w�th me letters recommendatory to a number of
h�s fr�ends, bes�des the letter of cred�t to furn�sh me w�th the
necessary money for purchas�ng the press and types, paper, etc. For
these letters I was appo�nted to call at d�fferent t�mes, when they
were to be ready, but a future t�me was st�ll named. Thus he went on
t�ll the sh�p, whose departure too had been several t�mes postponed,
was on the po�nt of sa�l�ng. Then, when I call'd to take my leave and
rece�ve the letters, h�s secretary, Dr. Bard, came out to me and sa�d
the governor was extremely busy �n wr�t�ng, but would be down at
Newcastle before the sh�p, and there the letters would be del�vered
to me.

Ralph, though marr�ed, and hav�ng one ch�ld, had determ�ned to
accompany me �n th�s voyage. It was thought he �ntended to
establ�sh a correspondence, and obta�n goods to sell on
comm�ss�on; but I found afterwards, that, thro' some d�scontent w�th
h�s w�fe's relat�ons, he purposed to leave her on the�r hands, and
never return aga�n. Hav�ng taken leave of my fr�ends, and
�nterchang'd some prom�ses w�th M�ss Read, I left Ph�ladelph�a �n the
sh�p, wh�ch anchor'd at Newcastle. The governor was there; but
when I went to h�s lodg�ng, the secretary came to me from h�m w�th
the c�v�llest message �n the world, that he could not then see me,
be�ng engaged �n bus�ness of the utmost �mportance, but should
send the letters to me on board, w�sh'd me heart�ly a good voyage
and a speedy return, etc. I returned on board a l�ttle puzzled, but st�ll
not doubt�ng.

Mr. Andrew Ham�lton, a famous lawyer of Ph�ladelph�a, had taken
passage �n the same sh�p for h�mself and son, and w�th Mr. Denham,
a Quaker merchant, and Messrs. On�on and Russel, masters of an
�ron work �n Maryland, had engag'd the great cab�n; so that Ralph
and I were forced to take up w�th a berth �n the steerage, and none
on board know�ng us, were cons�dered as ord�nary persons. But Mr.
Ham�lton and h�s son (�t was James, s�nce governor) return'd from
Newcastle to Ph�ladelph�a, the father be�ng recall'd by a great fee to



plead for a se�zed sh�p; and, just before we sa�l'd, Colonel French
com�ng on board, and show�ng me great respect, I was more taken
not�ce of, and, w�th my fr�end Ralph, �nv�ted by the other gentlemen
to come �nto the cab�n, there be�ng now room. Accord�ngly, we
remov'd th�ther.

Understand�ng that Colonel French had brought on board the
governor's despatches, I ask'd the capta�n for those letters that were
to be under my care. He sa�d all were put �nto the bag together and
he could not then come at them; but, before we landed �n England, I
should have an opportun�ty of p�ck�ng them out; so I was sat�sf�ed for
the present, and we proceeded on our voyage. We had a soc�able
company �n the cab�n, and l�ved uncommonly well, hav�ng the
add�t�on of all Mr. Ham�lton's stores, who had la�d �n plent�fully. In th�s
passage Mr. Denham contracted a fr�endsh�p for me that cont�nued
dur�ng h�s l�fe. The voyage was otherw�se not a pleasant one, as we
had a great deal of bad weather.

When we came �nto the Channel, the capta�n kept h�s word w�th
me, and gave me an opportun�ty of exam�n�ng the bag for the
governor's letters. I found none upon wh�ch my name was put as
under my care. I p�cked out s�x or seven, that, by the handwr�t�ng, I
thought m�ght be the prom�sed letters, espec�ally as one of them was
d�rected to Basket, the k�ng's pr�nter, and another to some stat�oner.
We arr�v'd �n London the 24th of December, 1724. I wa�ted upon the
stat�oner, who came f�rst �n my way, del�ver�ng the letter as from
Governor Ke�th. "I don't know such a person," says he; but, open�ng
the letter, "O! th�s �s from R�ddlesden. I have lately found h�m to be a
compleat rascal, and I w�ll have noth�ng to do w�th h�m, nor rece�ve
any letters from h�m." So, putt�ng the letter �nto my hand, he turn'd on
h�s heel and left me to serve some customer. I was surpr�zed to f�nd
these were not the governor's letters; and, after recollect�ng and
compar�ng c�rcumstances, I began to doubt h�s s�ncer�ty. I found my
fr�end Denham, and opened the whole affa�r to h�m. He let me �nto
Ke�th's character; told me there was not the least probab�l�ty that he
had wr�tten any letters for me; that no one, who knew h�m, had the
smallest dependence on h�m; and he laught at the not�on of the



governor's g�v�ng me a letter of cred�t, hav�ng, as he sa�d, no cred�t to
g�ve. On my express�ng some concern about what I should do, he
adv�sed me to endeavor gett�ng some employment �n the way of my
bus�ness. "Among the pr�nters here," sa�d he, "you w�ll �mprove
yourself, and when you return to Amer�ca, you w�ll set up to greater
advantage."

We both of us happen'd to know, as well as the stat�oner, that
R�ddlesden, the attorney, was a very knave. He had half ru�n'd M�ss
Read's father by persuad�ng h�m to be bound for h�m. By th�s letter �t
appear'd there was a secret scheme on foot to the prejud�ce of
Ham�lton (suppos'd to be then com�ng over w�th us); and that Ke�th
was concerned �n �t w�th R�ddlesden. Denham, who was a fr�end of
Ham�lton's thought he ought to be acqua�nted w�th �t; so, when he
arr�v'd �n England, wh�ch was soon after, partly from resentment and
�ll-w�ll to Ke�th and R�ddlesden, and partly from good-w�ll to h�m, I
wa�ted on h�m, and gave h�m the letter. He thank'd me cord�ally, the
�nformat�on be�ng of �mportance to h�m; and from that t�me he
became my fr�end, greatly to my advantage afterwards on many
occas�ons.

But what shall we th�nk of a governor's play�ng such p�t�ful tr�cks,
and �mpos�ng so grossly on a poor �gnorant boy! It was a hab�t he
had acqu�red. He w�sh'd to please everybody; and, hav�ng l�ttle to
g�ve, he gave expectat�ons. He was otherw�se an �ngen�ous, sens�ble
man, a pretty good wr�ter, and a good governor for the people, tho'
not for h�s const�tuents, the propr�etar�es, whose �nstruct�ons he
somet�mes d�sregarded. Several of our best laws were of h�s
plann�ng and passed dur�ng h�s adm�n�strat�on.

Ralph and I were �nseparable compan�ons. We took lodg�ngs
together �n L�ttle Br�ta�n at three sh�ll�ngs and s�xpence a week—as
much as we could then afford. He found some relat�ons, but they
were poor, and unable to ass�st h�m. He now let me know h�s
�ntent�ons of rema�n�ng �n London, and that he never meant to return
to Ph�ladelph�a. He had brought no money w�th h�m, the whole he
could muster hav�ng been expended �n pay�ng h�s passage. I had



f�fteen p�stoles; so he borrowed occas�onally of me to subs�st, wh�le
he was look�ng out for bus�ness. He f�rst endeavored to get �nto the
playhouse, bel�ev�ng h�mself qual�fy'd for an actor; but W�lkes, to
whom he apply'd, adv�s'd h�m cand�dly not to th�nk of that
employment, as �t was �mposs�ble he should succeed �n �t. Then he
propos'd to Roberts, a publ�sher �n Paternoster Row, to wr�te for h�m
a weekly paper l�ke the Spectator, on certa�n cond�t�ons, wh�ch
Roberts d�d not approve. Then he endeavored to get employment as
a hackney wr�ter, to copy for the stat�oners and lawyers about the
Temple, but could f�nd no vacancy.

I �mmed�ately got �nto work at Palmer's, then a famous pr�nt�ng-
house �n Bartholomew Close, and here I cont�nu'd near a year. I was
pretty d�l�gent, but spent w�th Ralph a good deal of my earn�ngs �n
go�ng to plays and other places of amusement. We had together
consumed all my p�stoles, and now just rubbed on from hand to
mouth. He seem'd qu�te to forget h�s w�fe and ch�ld, and I, by
degrees, my engagements w�th M�ss Read, to whom I never wrote
more than one letter, and that was to let her know I was not l�kely
soon to return. Th�s was another of the great errata of my l�fe, wh�ch I
should w�sh to correct �f I were to l�ve �t over aga�n. In fact, by our
expenses, I was constantly kept unable to pay my passage.

At Palmer's I was employed �n compos�ng for the second ed�t�on of
Wollaston's "Rel�g�on of Nature." Some of h�s reason�ngs not
appear�ng to me well founded, I wrote a l�ttle metaphys�cal p�ece �n
wh�ch I made remarks on them. It was ent�tled "A D�ssertat�on on
L�berty and Necess�ty, Pleasure and Pa�n." I �nscr�bed �t to my fr�end
Ralph; I pr�nted a small number. It occas�on'd my be�ng more
cons�der'd by Mr. Palmer as a young man of some �ngenu�ty, tho' he
ser�ously expostulated w�th me upon the pr�nc�ples of my pamphlet,
wh�ch to h�m appear'd abom�nable. My pr�nt�ng th�s pamphlet was
another erratum. Wh�le I lodg'd �n L�ttle Br�ta�n, I made an
acqua�ntance w�th one W�lcox, a bookseller, whose shop was at the
next door. He had an �mmense collect�on of second-hand books.
C�rculat�ng l�brar�es were not then �n use; but we agreed that, on
certa�n reasonable terms, wh�ch I have now forgotten, I m�ght take,



read, and return any of h�s books. Th�s I esteem'd a great
advantage, and I made as much use of �t as I could.

My pamphlet by some means fall�ng �nto the hands of one Lyons,
a surgeon, author of a book ent�tled "The Infall�b�l�ty of Human
Judgment," �t occas�oned an acqua�ntance between us. He took
great not�ce of me, called on me often to converse on those subjects,
carr�ed me to the Horns, a pale alehouse �n ——— Lane, Cheaps�de,
and �ntroduced me to Dr. Mandev�lle, author of the "Fable of the
Bees," who had a club there, of wh�ch he was the soul, be�ng a most
facet�ous, enterta�n�ng compan�on. Lyons, too, �ntroduced me to Dr.
Pemberton, at Batson's Coffee-house, who prom�s'd to g�ve me an
opportun�ty, some t�me or other, of see�ng S�r Isaac Newton, of wh�ch
I was extreamely des�rous; but th�s never happened.

I had brought over a few cur�os�t�es, among wh�ch the pr�nc�pal
was a purse made of the asbestos, wh�ch pur�f�es by f�re. S�r Hans
Sloane heard of �t, came to see me, and �nv�ted me to h�s house �n
Bloomsbury Square, where he show'd me all h�s cur�os�t�es, and
persuaded me to let h�m add that to the number, for wh�ch he pa�d
me handsomely.

In our house there lodg'd a young woman, a m�ll�ner, who, I th�nk,
had a shop �n the Clo�sters. She had been genteelly bred, was
sens�ble and l�vely, and of most pleas�ng conversat�on. Ralph read
plays to her �n the even�ngs, they grew �nt�mate, she took another
lodg�ng, and he followed her. They l�v'd together some t�me; but, he
be�ng st�ll out of bus�ness, and her �ncome not suff�c�ent to ma�nta�n
them w�th her ch�ld, he took a resolut�on of go�ng from London, to try
for a country school, wh�ch he thought h�mself well qual�f�ed to
undertake, as he wrote an excellent hand, and was a master of
ar�thmet�c and accounts. Th�s, however, he deemed a bus�ness
below h�m, and conf�dent of future better fortune, when he should be
unw�ll�ng to have �t known that he once was so meanly employed, he
changed h�s name, and d�d me the honor to assume m�ne; for I soon
after had a letter from h�m, acqua�nt�ng me that he was settled �n a
small v�llage (�n Berksh�re, I th�nk �t was, where he taught read�ng



and wr�t�ng to ten or a dozen boys, at s�xpence each per week),
recommend�ng Mrs. T——— to my care, and des�r�ng me to wr�te to
h�m, d�rect�ng for Mr. Frankl�n, schoolmaster, at such a place.

He cont�nued to wr�te frequently, send�ng me large spec�mens of
an ep�c poem wh�ch he was then compos�ng, and des�r�ng my
remarks and correct�ons. These I gave h�m from t�me to t�me, but
endeavor'd rather to d�scourage h�s proceed�ng. One of Young's
Sat�res was then just publ�shed. I copy'd and sent h�m a great part of
�t, wh�ch set �n a strong l�ght the folly of pursu�ng the Muses w�th any
hope of advancement by them. All was �n va�n; sheets of the poem
cont�nued to come by every post. In the mean t�me, Mrs. T———,
hav�ng on h�s account lost her fr�ends and bus�ness, was often �n
d�stresses, and us'd to send for me, and borrow what I could spare
to help her out of them. I grew fond of her company, and, be�ng at
that t�me under no rel�g�ous restra�nt, and presum�ng upon my
�mportance to her, I attempted fam�l�ar�t�es (another erratum) wh�ch
she repuls'd w�th a proper resentment, and acqua�nted h�m w�th my
behav�our. Th�s made a breach between us; and, when he returned
aga�n to London, he let me know he thought I had cancell'd all the
obl�gat�ons he had been under to me. So I found I was never to
expect h�s repay�ng me what I lent to h�m, or advanc'd for h�m. Th�s,
however, was not then of much consequence, as he was totally
unable; and �n the loss of h�s fr�endsh�p I found myself rel�eved from
a burthen. I now began to th�nk of gett�ng a l�ttle money beforehand,
and, expect�ng better work, I left Palmer's to work at Watts's, near
L�ncoln's Inn F�elds, a st�ll greater pr�nt�ng-house. Here I cont�nued
all the rest of my stay �n London.

At my f�rst adm�ss�on �nto th�s pr�nt�ng-house I took to work�ng at
press, �mag�n�ng I felt a want of the bod�ly exerc�se I had been us'd
to �n Amer�ca, where presswork �s m�x'd w�th compos�ng. I drank only
water; the other workmen, near f�fty �n number, were great guzzlers
of beer. On occas�on, I carr�ed up and down sta�rs a large form of
types �n each hand, when others carr�ed but one �n both hands. They
wondered to see, from th�s and several �nstances, that the Water-
Amer�can, as they called me, was stronger than themselves, who



drank strong beer! We had an alehouse boy who attended always �n
the house to supply the workmen. My compan�on at the press drank
every day a p�nt before breakfast, a p�nt at breakfast w�th h�s bread
and cheese, a p�nt between breakfast and d�nner, a p�nt at d�nner, a
p�nt �n the afternoon about s�x o'clock, and another when he had
done h�s day's work. I thought �t a detestable custom; but �t was
necessary, he suppos'd, to dr�nk strong beer, that he m�ght be strong
to labor. I endeavored to conv�nce h�m that the bod�ly strength
afforded by beer could only be �n proport�on to the gra�n or flour of
the barley d�ssolved �n the water of wh�ch �t was made; that there
was more flour �n a pennyworth of bread; and therefore, �f he would
eat that w�th a p�nt of water, �t would g�ve h�m more strength than a
quart of beer. He drank on, however, and had four or f�ve sh�ll�ngs to
pay out of h�s wages every Saturday n�ght for that muddl�ng l�quor;
an expense I was free from. And thus these poor dev�ls keep
themselves always under.

Watts, after some weeks, des�r�ng to have me �n the compos�ng-
room, I left the pressmen; a new b�en venu or sum for dr�nk, be�ng
f�ve sh�ll�ngs, was demanded of me by the compos�tors. I thought �t
an �mpos�t�on, as I had pa�d below; the master thought so too, and
forbad my pay�ng �t. I stood out two or three weeks, was accord�ngly
cons�dered as an excommun�cate, and had so many l�ttle p�eces of
pr�vate m�sch�ef done me, by m�x�ng my sorts, transpos�ng my
pages, break�ng my matter, etc., etc., �f I were ever so l�ttle out of the
room, and all ascr�bed to the chappel ghost, wh�ch they sa�d ever
haunted those not regularly adm�tted, that, notw�thstand�ng the
master's protect�on, I found myself obl�g'd to comply and pay the
money, conv�nc'd of the folly of be�ng on �ll terms w�th those one �s to
l�ve w�th cont�nually.

I was now on a fa�r foot�ng w�th them, and soon acqu�r'd
cons�derable �nfluence. I propos'd some reasonable alterat�ons �n
the�r chappel [4] laws, and carr�ed them aga�nst all oppos�t�on. From
my example, a great part of them left the�r muddl�ng breakfast of
beer, and bread, and cheese, f�nd�ng they could w�th me be suppl�'d
from a ne�ghbor�ng house w�th a large porr�nger of hot water-gruel,



spr�nkled w�th pepper, crumbl'd w�th bread, and a b�t of butter �n �t, for
the pr�ce of a p�nt of beer, v�z., three half-pence. Th�s was a more
comfortable as well as cheaper breakfast, and kept the�r heads
clearer. Those who cont�nued sott�ng w�th beer all day, were often,
by not pay�ng, out of cred�t at the alehouse, and us'd to make
�nterest w�th me to get beer; the�r l�ght, as they phrased �t, be�ng out.
I watch'd the pay-table on Saturday n�ght, and collected what I stood
engag'd for them, hav�ng to pay somet�mes near th�rty sh�ll�ngs a
week on the�r account. Th�s, and my be�ng esteem'd a pretty good
r�gg�te, that �s, a jocular verbal sat�r�st, supported my consequence �n
the soc�ety. My constant attendance (I never mak�ng a St. Monday)
recommended me to the master; and my uncommon qu�ckness at
compos�ng occas�oned my be�ng put upon all work of d�spatch,
wh�ch was generally better pa�d. So I went on now very agreeably.

[4] "A pr�nt�ng-house �s always called a chapel by the workmen,
the or�g�n of wh�ch appears to have been that pr�nt�ng was f�rst
carr�ed on �n England �n an anc�ent chapel converted �nto a
pr�nt�ng-house, and the t�tle has been preserved by trad�t�on. The
b�en venu among the pr�nters answers to the terms entrance and
foot�ng among mechan�cs; thus a journeyman, on enter�ng a
pr�nt�ng-house, was accustomed to pay one or more gallons of
beer for the good of the chapel; th�s custom was fall�ng �nto
d�suse th�rty years ago; �t �s very properly rejected ent�rely �n the
Un�ted States."—W. T. F.

My lodg�ng �n L�ttle Br�ta�n be�ng too remote, I found another �n
Duke-street, oppos�te to the Rom�sh Chapel. It was two pa�r of sta�rs
backwards, at an Ital�an warehouse. A w�dow lady kept the house;
she had a daughter, and a ma�d servant, and a journeyman who
attended the warehouse, but lodg'd abroad. After send�ng to �nqu�re
my character at the house where I last lodg'd she agreed to take me
�n at the same rate, 3s. 6d. per week; cheaper, as she sa�d, from the
protect�on she expected �n hav�ng a man lodge �n the house. She
was a w�dow, an elderly woman; had been bred a Protestant, be�ng a
clergyman's daughter, but was converted to the Cathol�c rel�g�on by
her husband, whose memory she much revered; had l�ved much
among people of d�st�nct�on, and knew a thousand anecdotes of
them as far back as the t�mes of Charles the Second. She was lame



�n her knees w�th the gout, and, therefore, seldom st�rred out of her
room, so somet�mes wanted company; and hers was so h�ghly
amus�ng to me, that I was sure to spend an even�ng w�th her
whenever she des�red �t. Our supper was only half an anchovy each,
on a very l�ttle str�p of bread and butter, and half a p�nt of ale
between us; but the enterta�nment was �n her conversat�on. My
always keep�ng good hours, and g�v�ng l�ttle trouble �n the fam�ly,
made her unw�ll�ng to part w�th me; so that, when I talk'd of a lodg�ng
I had heard of, nearer my bus�ness, for two sh�ll�ngs a week, wh�ch,
�ntent as I now was on sav�ng money, made some d�fference, she b�d
me not th�nk of �t, for she would abate me two sh�ll�ngs a week for the
future; so I rema�ned w�th her at one sh�ll�ng and s�xpence as long as
I sta�d �n London.

In a garret of her house there l�ved a ma�den lady of seventy, �n
the most ret�red manner, of whom my landlady gave me th�s account:
that she was a Roman Cathol�c, had been sent abroad when young,
and lodg'd �n a nunnery w�th an �ntent of becom�ng a nun; but, the
country not agree�ng w�th her, she returned to England, where, there
be�ng no nunnery, she had vow'd to lead the l�fe of a nun, as near as
m�ght be done �n those c�rcumstances. Accord�ngly, she had g�ven all
her estate to char�table uses, reserv�ng only twelve pounds a year to
l�ve on, and out of th�s sum she st�ll gave a great deal �n char�ty,
l�v�ng herself on water-gruel only, and us�ng no f�re but to bo�l �t. She
had l�ved many years �n that garret, be�ng perm�tted to rema�n there
grat�s by success�ve Cathol�c tenants of the house below, as they
deemed �t a bless�ng to have her there. A pr�est v�s�ted her to
confess her every day. "I have ask'd her," says my landlady, "how
she, as she l�v'd, could poss�bly f�nd so much employment for a
confessor?" "Oh," sa�d she, "�t �s �mposs�ble to avo�d va�n thoughts." I
was perm�tted once to v�s�t her. She was chearful and pol�te, and
convers'd pleasantly. The room was clean, but had no other furn�ture
than a matras, a table w�th a cruc�f�x and book, a stool wh�ch she
gave me to s�t on, and a p�cture over the ch�mney of Sa�nt Veron�ca
d�splay�ng her handkerch�ef, w�th the m�raculous f�gure of Chr�st's
bleed�ng face on �t, wh�ch she expla�ned to me w�th great
ser�ousness. She look'd pale, but was never s�ck; and I g�ve �t as



another �nstance on how small an �ncome l�fe and health may be
supported.

At Watts's pr�nt�ng-house I contracted an acqua�ntance w�th an
�ngen�ous young man, one Wygate, who, hav�ng wealthy relat�ons,
had been better educated than most pr�nters; was a tolerable
Lat�n�st, spoke French, and lov'd read�ng. I taught h�m and a fr�end of
h�s to sw�m at tw�ce go�ng �nto the r�ver, and they soon became good
sw�mmers. They �ntroduc'd me to some gentlemen from the country,
who went to Chelsea by water to see the College and Don Saltero's
cur�os�t�es. In our return, at the request of the company, whose
cur�os�ty Wygate had exc�ted, I str�pped and leaped �nto the r�ver,
and swam from near Chelsea to Blackfryar's, perform�ng on the way
many feats of act�v�ty, both upon and under water, that surpr�s'd and
pleas'd those to whom they were novelt�es.

I had from a ch�ld been ever del�ghted w�th th�s exerc�se, had
stud�ed and pract�s'd all Thevenot's mot�ons and pos�t�ons, added
some of my own, a�m�ng at the graceful and easy as well as the
useful. All these I took th�s occas�on of exh�b�t�ng to the company,
and was much flatter'd by the�r adm�rat�on; and Wygate, who was
des�rous of becom�ng a master, grew more and more attach'd to me
on that account, as well as from the s�m�lar�ty of our stud�es. He at
length proposed to me travell�ng all over Europe together, support�ng
ourselves everywhere by work�ng at our bus�ness. I was once
�ncl�ned to �t; but, ment�on�ng �t to my good fr�end Mr. Denham, w�th
whom I often spent an hour when I had le�sure, he d�ssuaded me
from �t, adv�s�ng me to th�nk only of return�ng to Penns�lvan�a, wh�ch
he was now about to do.

I must record one tra�t of th�s good man's character. He had
formerly been �n bus�ness at Br�stol, but fa�led �n debt to a number of
people, compounded and went to Amer�ca. There, by a close
appl�cat�on to bus�ness as a merchant, he acqu�r'd a plent�ful fortune
�n a few years. Return�ng to England �n the sh�p w�th me, he �nv�ted
h�s old cred�tors to an enterta�nment, at wh�ch he thank'd them for
the easy compos�t�on they had favored h�m w�th, and, when they



expected noth�ng but the treat, every man at the f�rst remove found
under h�s plate an order on a banker for the full amount of the unpa�d
rema�nder w�th �nterest.

He now told me he was about to return to Ph�ladelph�a, and should
carry over a great quant�ty of goods �n order to open a store there.
He propos'd to take me over as h�s clerk, to keep h�s books, �n wh�ch
he would �nstruct me, copy h�s letters, and attend the store. He
added that, as soon as I should be acqua�nted w�th mercant�le
bus�ness, he would promote me by send�ng me w�th a cargo of flour
and bread, etc., to the West Ind�es, and procure me comm�ss�ons
from others wh�ch would be prof�table; and, �f I manag'd well, would
establ�sh me handsomely. The th�ng pleas'd me; for I was grown
t�red of London, remembered w�th pleasure the happy months I had
spent �n Pennsylvan�a, and w�sh'd aga�n to see �t; therefore I
�mmed�ately agreed on the terms of f�fty pounds a year,
Pennsylvan�a money; less, �ndeed, than my present gett�ngs as a
compos�tor, but afford�ng a better prospect.

I now took leave of pr�nt�ng, as I thought, for ever, and was da�ly
employed �n my new bus�ness, go�ng about w�th Mr. Denham among
the tradesmen to purchase var�ous art�cles, and see�ng them pack'd
up, do�ng errands, call�ng upon workmen to d�spatch, etc.; and, when
all was on board, I had a few days' le�sure. On one of these days, I
was, to my surpr�se, sent for by a great man I knew only by name, a
S�r W�ll�am Wyndham, and I wa�ted upon h�m. He had heard by some
means or other of my sw�mm�ng from Chelsea to Blackfr�ar's, and of
my teach�ng Wygate and another young man to sw�m �n a few hours.
He had two sons, about to set out on the�r travels; he w�sh'd to have
them f�rst taught sw�mm�ng, and proposed to grat�fy me handsomely
�f I would teach them. They were not yet come to town, and my stay
was uncerta�n, so I could not undertake �t; but, from th�s �nc�dent, I
thought �t l�kely that, �f I were to rema�n �n England and open a
sw�mm�ng-school, I m�ght get a good deal of money; and �t struck me
so strongly, that, had the overture been sooner made me, probably I
should not so soon have returned to Amer�ca. After many years, you
and I had someth�ng of more �mportance to do w�th one of these



sons of S�r W�ll�am Wyndham, become Earl of Egremont, wh�ch I
shall ment�on �n �ts place.

Thus I spent about e�ghteen months �n London; most part of the
t�me I work'd hard at my bus�ness, and spent but l�ttle upon myself
except �n see�ng plays and �n books. My fr�end Ralph had kept me
poor; he owed me about twenty-seven pounds, wh�ch I was now
never l�kely to rece�ve; a great sum out of my small earn�ngs! I lov'd
h�m, notw�thstand�ng, for he had many am�able qual�t�es. I had by no
means �mprov'd my fortune; but I had p�cked up some very �ngen�ous
acqua�ntance, whose conversat�on was of great advantage to me;
and I had read cons�derably.

We sa�l'd from Gravesend on the 23d of July, 1726. For the
�nc�dents of the voyage, I refer you to my Journal, where you w�ll f�nd
them all m�nutely related. Perhaps the most �mportant part of that
journal �s the plan [5] to be found �n �t, wh�ch I formed at sea, for
regulat�ng my future conduct �n l�fe. It �s the more remarkable, as
be�ng formed when I was so young, and yet be�ng pretty fa�thfully
adhered to qu�te thro' to old age.

[5] The "Journal" was pr�nted by Sparks, from a copy made at
Read�ng �n 1787. But �t does not conta�n the Plan.—E�.

We landed �n Ph�ladelph�a on the 11th of October, where I found
sundry alterat�ons. Ke�th was no longer governor, be�ng superseded
by Major Gordon. I met h�m walk�ng the streets as a common c�t�zen.
He seem'd a l�ttle asham'd at see�ng me, but pass'd w�thout say�ng
anyth�ng. I should have been as much asham'd at see�ng M�ss Read,
had not her fr�ends, despa�r�ng w�th reason of my return after the
rece�pt of my letter, persuaded her to marry another, one Rogers, a
potter, wh�ch was done �n my absence. W�th h�m, however, she was
never happy, and soon parted from h�m, refus�ng to cohab�t w�th h�m
or bear h�s name, �t be�ng now sa�d that he had another w�fe. He was
a worthless fellow, tho' an excellent workman, wh�ch was the
temptat�on to her fr�ends. He got �nto debt, ran away �n 1727 or 1728,
went to the West Ind�es, and d�ed there. Ke�mer had got a better
house, a shop well supply'd w�th stat�onery, plenty of new types, a



number of hands, tho' none good, and seem'd to have a great deal
of bus�ness.

Mr. Denham took a store �n Water-street, where we open'd our
goods; I attended the bus�ness d�l�gently, stud�ed accounts, and
grew, �n a l�ttle t�me, expert at sell�ng. We lodg'd and boarded
together; he counsell'd me as a father, hav�ng a s�ncere regard for
me. I respected and lov'd h�m, and we m�ght have gone on together
very happy; but, �n the beg�nn�ng of February, 1726-7, when I had
just pass'd my twenty-f�rst year, we both were taken �ll. My d�stemper
was a pleur�sy, wh�ch very nearly carr�ed me off. I suffered a good
deal, gave up the po�nt �n my own m�nd, and was rather d�sappo�nted
when I found myself recover�ng, regrett�ng, �n some degree, that I
must now, some t�me or other, have all that d�sagreeable work to do
over aga�n. I forget what h�s d�stemper was; �t held h�m a long t�me,
and at length carr�ed h�m off. He left me a small legacy �n a
nuncupat�ve w�ll, as a token of h�s k�ndness for me, and he left me
once more to the w�de world; for the store was taken �nto the care of
h�s executors, and my employment under h�m ended.

My brother-�n-law, Holmes, be�ng now at Ph�ladelph�a, adv�sed my
return to my bus�ness; and Ke�mer tempted me, w�th an offer of large
wages by the year, to come and take the management of h�s
pr�nt�ng-house, that he m�ght better attend h�s stat�oner's shop. I had
heard a bad character of h�m �n London from h�s w�fe and her
fr�ends, and was not fond of hav�ng any more to do w�th h�m. I tr�'d
for farther employment as a merchant's clerk; but, not read�ly
meet�ng w�th any, I clos'd aga�n w�th Ke�mer. I found �n h�s house
these hands: Hugh Mered�th, a Welsh Pens�lvan�an, th�rty years of
age, bred to country work; honest, sens�ble, had a great deal of sol�d
observat�on, was someth�ng of a reader, but g�ven to dr�nk. Stephen
Potts, a young countryman of full age, bred to the same, of
uncommon natural parts, and great w�t and humor, but a l�ttle �dle.
These he had agreed w�th at extream low wages per week, to be
ra�s'd a sh�ll�ng every three months, as they would deserve by
�mprov�ng �n the�r bus�ness; and the expectat�on of these h�gh
wages, to come on hereafter, was what he had drawn them �n w�th.



Mered�th was to work at press, Potts at book-b�nd�ng, wh�ch he, by
agreement, was to teach them, though he knew ne�ther one nor
t'other. John ———, a w�ld Ir�shman, brought up to no bus�ness,
whose serv�ce, for four years, Ke�mer had purchased from the
capta�n of a sh�p; he, too, was to be made a pressman. George
Webb, an Oxford scholar, whose t�me for four years he had l�kew�se
bought, �ntend�ng h�m for a compos�tor, of whom more presently; and
Dav�d Harry, a country boy, whom he had taken apprent�ce.

I soon perce�v'd that the �ntent�on of engag�ng me at wages so
much h�gher than he had been us'd to g�ve, was, to have these raw,
cheap hands form'd thro' me; and, as soon as I had �nstructed them,
then they be�ng all art�cled to h�m, he should be able to do w�thout
me. I went on, however, very cheerfully, put h�s pr�nt�ng-house �n
order, wh�ch had been �n great confus�on, and brought h�s hands by
degrees to m�nd the�r bus�ness and to do �t better.

It was an odd th�ng to f�nd an Oxford scholar �n the s�tuat�on of a
bought servant. He was not more than e�ghteen years of age, and
gave me th�s account of h�mself; that he was born �n Gloucester,
educated at a grammar-school there, had been d�st�ngu�sh'd among
the scholars for some apparent super�or�ty �n perform�ng h�s part,
when they exh�b�ted plays; belong'd to the W�tty Club there, and had
wr�tten some p�eces �n prose and verse, wh�ch were pr�nted �n the
Gloucester newspapers; thence he was sent to Oxford; where he
cont�nued about a year, but not well sat�sf�'d, w�sh�ng of all th�ngs to
see London, and become a player. At length, rece�v�ng h�s quarterly
allowance of f�fteen gu�neas, �nstead of d�scharg�ng h�s debts he
walk'd out of town, h�d h�s gown �n a furze bush, and footed �t to
London, where, hav�ng no fr�end to adv�se h�m, he fell �nto bad
company, soon spent h�s gu�neas, found no means of be�ng
�ntroduc'd among the players, grew necess�tous, pawn'd h�s cloaths,
and wanted bread. Walk�ng the street very hungry, and not know�ng
what to do w�th h�mself, a cr�mp's b�ll was put �nto h�s hand, offer�ng
�mmed�ate enterta�nment and encouragement to such as would b�nd
themselves to serve �n Amer�ca. He went d�rectly, s�gn'd the
�ndentures, was put �nto the sh�p, and came over, never wr�t�ng a l�ne



to acqua�nt h�s fr�ends what was become of h�m. He was l�vely, w�tty,
good-natur'd, and a pleasant compan�on, but �dle, thoughtless, and
�mprudent to the last degree.

John, the Ir�shman, soon ran away; w�th the rest I began to l�ve
very agreeably, for they all respected me the more, as they found
Ke�mer �ncapable of �nstruct�ng them, and that from me they learned
someth�ng da�ly. We never worked on Saturday, that be�ng Ke�mer's
Sabbath, so I had two days for read�ng. My acqua�ntance w�th
�ngen�ous people �n the town �ncreased. Ke�mer h�mself treated me
w�th great c�v�l�ty and apparent regard, and noth�ng now made me
uneasy but my debt to Vernon, wh�ch I was yet unable to pay, be�ng
h�therto but a poor œconom�st. He, however, k�ndly made no
demand of �t.

Our pr�nt�ng-house often wanted sorts, and there was no letter-
founder �n Amer�ca; I had seen types cast at James's �n London, but
w�thout much attent�on to the manner; however, I now contr�ved a
mould, made use of the letters we had as puncheons, struck the
matr�ces �n lead, and thus supply'd �n a pretty tolerable way all
def�c�enc�es. I also engrav'd several th�ngs on occas�on; I made the
�nk; I was warehouseman, and everyth�ng, and, �n short, qu�te a
factotum.

But, however serv�ceable I m�ght be, I found that my serv�ces
became every day of less �mportance, as the other hands �mprov'd �n
the bus�ness; and, when Ke�mer pa�d my second quarter's wages, he
let me know that he felt them too heavy, and thought I should make
an abatement. He grew by degrees less c�v�l, put on more of the
master, frequently found fault, was capt�ous, and seem'd ready for
an outbreak�ng. I went on, nevertheless, w�th a good deal of
pat�ence, th�nk�ng that h�s encumber'd c�rcumstances were partly the
cause. At length a tr�fle snapt our connect�ons; for, a great no�se
happen�ng near the court-house, I put my head out of the w�ndow to
see what was the matter. Ke�mer, be�ng �n the street, look'd up and
saw me, call'd out to me �n a loud vo�ce and angry tone to m�nd my
bus�ness, add�ng some reproachful words, that nettled me the more



for the�r publ�c�ty, all the ne�ghbors who were look�ng out on the
same occas�on be�ng w�tnesses how I was treated. He came up
�mmed�ately �nto the pr�nt�ng-house, cont�nu'd the quarrel, h�gh words
pass'd on both s�des, he gave me the quarter's warn�ng we had
st�pulated, express�ng a w�sh that he had not been obl�g'd to so long
a warn�ng. I told h�m h�s w�sh was unnecessary, for I would leave h�m
that �nstant; and so, tak�ng my hat, walk'd out of doors, des�r�ng
Mered�th, whom I saw below, to take care of some th�ngs I left, and
br�ng them to my lodg�ngs.

Mered�th came accord�ngly �n the even�ng, when we talked my
affa�r over. He had conce�v'd a great regard for me, and was very
unw�ll�ng that I should leave the house wh�le he rema�n'd �n �t. He
d�ssuaded me from return�ng to my nat�ve country, wh�ch I began to
th�nk of; he rem�nded me that Ke�mer was �n debt for all he
possess'd; that h�s cred�tors began to be uneasy; that he kept h�s
shop m�serably, sold often w�thout prof�t for ready money, and often
trusted w�thout keep�ng accounts; that he must therefore fall, wh�ch
would make a vacancy I m�ght prof�t of. I objected my want of money.
He then let me know that h�s father had a h�gh op�n�on of me, and,
from some d�scourse that had pass'd between them, he was sure
would advance money to set us up, �f I would enter �nto partnersh�p
w�th h�m. "My t�me," says he, "w�ll be out w�th Ke�mer �n the spr�ng;
by that t�me we may have our press and types �n from London. I am
sens�ble I am no workman; �f you l�ke �t, your sk�ll �n the bus�ness
shall be set aga�nst the stock I furn�sh, and we w�ll share the prof�ts
equally."

The proposal was agreeable, and I consented; h�s father was �n
town and approv'd of �t; the more as he saw I had great �nfluence
w�th h�s son, had preva�l'd on h�m to absta�n long from dram-dr�nk�ng,
and he hop'd m�ght break h�m off that wretched hab�t ent�rely, when
we came to be so closely connected. I gave an �nventory to the
father, who carry'd �t to a merchant; the th�ngs were sent for, the
secret was to be kept t�ll they should arr�ve, and �n the mean t�me I
was to get work, �f I could, at the other pr�nt�ng-house. But I found no
vacancy there, and so rema�n'd �dle a few days, when Ke�mer, on a



prospect of be�ng employ'd to pr�nt some paper money �n New
Jersey, wh�ch would requ�re cuts and var�ous types that I only could
supply, and apprehend�ng Bradford m�ght engage me and get the
jobb from h�m, sent me a very c�v�l message, that old fr�ends should
not part for a few words, the effect of sudden pass�on, and w�sh�ng
me to return. Mered�th persuaded me to comply, as �t would g�ve
more opportun�ty for h�s �mprovement under my da�ly �nstruct�ons; so
I return'd, and we went on more smoothly than for some t�me before.
The New Jersey jobb was obta�n'd, I contr�v'd a copperplate press for
�t, the f�rst that had been seen �n the country; I cut several ornaments
and checks for the b�lls. We went together to Burl�ngton, where I
executed the whole to sat�sfact�on; and he rece�ved so large a sum
for the work as to be enabled thereby to keep h�s head much longer
above water.

At Burl�ngton I made an acqua�ntance w�th many pr�nc�pal people
of the prov�nce. Several of them had been appo�nted by the
Assembly a comm�ttee to attend the press, and take care that no
more b�lls were pr�nted than the law d�rected. They were therefore,
by turns, constantly w�th us, and generally he who attended, brought
w�th h�m a fr�end or two for company. My m�nd hav�ng been much
more �mprov'd by read�ng than Ke�mer's, I suppose �t was for that
reason my conversat�on seem'd to be more valu'd. They had me to
the�r houses, �ntroduced me to the�r fr�ends, and show'd me much
c�v�l�ty; wh�le he, tho' the master, was a l�ttle neglected. In truth, he
was an odd f�sh; �gnorant of common l�fe, fond of rudely oppos�ng
rece�v'd op�n�ons, slovenly to extream d�rt�ness, enthus�ast�c �n some
po�nts of rel�g�on, and a l�ttle knav�sh w�thal.

We cont�nu'd there near three months; and by that t�me I could
reckon among my acqu�red fr�ends, Judge Allen, Samuel Bust�ll, the
secretary of the Prov�nce, Isaac Pearson, Joseph Cooper, and
several of the Sm�ths, members of Assembly, and Isaac Decow, the
surveyor-general. The latter was a shrewd, sagac�ous old man, who
told me that he began for h�mself, when young, by wheel�ng clay for
the br�ck-makers, learned to wr�te after he was of age, carr�'d the
cha�n for surveyors, who taught h�m survey�ng, and he had now by



h�s �ndustry, acqu�r'd a good estate; and says he, "I foresee that you
w�ll soon work th�s man out of bus�ness, and make a fortune �n �t at
Ph�ladelph�a." He had not then the least �nt�mat�on of my �ntent�on to
set up there or anywhere. These fr�ends were afterwards of great
use to me, as I occas�onally was to some of them. They all cont�nued
the�r regard for me as long as they l�ved.

Before I enter upon my publ�c appearance �n bus�ness, �t may be
well to let you know the then state of my m�nd w�th regard to my
pr�nc�ples and morals, that you may see how far those �nfluenc'd the
future events of my l�fe. My parents had early g�ven me rel�g�ous
�mpress�ons, and brought me through my ch�ldhood p�ously �n the
D�ssent�ng way. But I was scarce f�fteen, when, after doubt�ng by
turns of several po�nts, as I found them d�sputed �n the d�fferent
books I read, I began to doubt of Revelat�on �tself. Some books
aga�nst De�sm fell �nto my hands; they were sa�d to be the substance
of sermons preached at Boyle's Lectures. It happened that they
wrought an effect on me qu�te contrary to what was �ntended by
them; for the arguments of the De�sts, wh�ch were quoted to be
refuted, appeared to me much stronger than the refutat�ons; �n short,
I soon became a thorough De�st. My arguments perverted some
others, part�cularly Coll�ns and Ralph; but, each of them hav�ng
afterwards wrong'd me greatly w�thout the least compunct�on, and
recollect�ng Ke�th's conduct towards me (who was another
freeth�nker), and my own towards Vernon and M�ss Read, wh�ch at
t�mes gave me great trouble, I began to suspect that th�s doctr�ne,
tho' �t m�ght be true, was not very useful. My London pamphlet,
wh�ch had for �ts motto these l�nes of Dryden:



"Whatever �s, �s r�ght. Though purbl�nd man
Sees but a part o' the cha�n, the nearest l�nk:
H�s eyes not carry�ng to the equal beam,
That po�ses all above;"

and from the attr�butes of God, h�s �nf�n�te w�sdom, goodness and
power, concluded that noth�ng could poss�bly be wrong �n the world,
and that v�ce and v�rtue were empty d�st�nct�ons, no such th�ngs
ex�st�ng, appear'd now not so clever a performance as I once
thought �t; and I doubted whether some error had not �ns�nuated �tself
unperce�v'd �nto my argument, so as to �nfect all that follow'd, as �s
common �n metaphys�cal reason�ngs.

I grew conv�nc'd that truth, s�ncer�ty and �ntegr�ty �n deal�ngs
between man and man were of the utmost �mportance to the fel�c�ty
of l�fe; and I form'd wr�tten resolut�ons, wh�ch st�ll rema�n �n my
journal book, to pract�ce them ever wh�le I l�ved. Revelat�on had
�ndeed no we�ght w�th me, as such; but I enterta�n'd an op�n�on that,
though certa�n act�ons m�ght not be bad because they were
forb�dden by �t, or good because �t commanded them, yet probably
these act�ons m�ght be forb�dden because they were bad for us, or
commanded because they were benef�c�al to us, �n the�r own
natures, all the c�rcumstances of th�ngs cons�dered. And th�s
persuas�on, w�th the k�nd hand of Prov�dence, or some guard�an
angel, or acc�dental favorable c�rcumstances and s�tuat�ons, or all
together, preserved me, thro' th�s dangerous t�me of youth, and the
hazardous s�tuat�ons I was somet�mes �n among strangers, remote
from the eye and adv�ce of my father, w�thout any w�llful gross
�mmoral�ty or �njust�ce, that m�ght have been expected from my want
of rel�g�on. I say w�llful, because the �nstances I have ment�oned had
someth�ng of necess�ty �n them, from my youth, �nexper�ence, and
the knavery of others. I had therefore a tolerable character to beg�n
the world w�th; I valued �t properly, and determ�n'd to preserve �t.

We had not been long return'd to Ph�ladelph�a before the new
types arr�v'd from London. We settled w�th Ke�mer, and left h�m by
h�s consent before he heard of �t. We found a house to h�re near the
market, and took �t. To lessen the rent, wh�ch was then but twenty-



four pounds a year, tho' I have s�nce known �t to let for seventy, we
took �n Thomas Godfrey, a glaz�er, and h�s fam�ly, who were to pay a
cons�derable part of �t to us, and we to board w�th them. We had
scarce opened our letters and put our press �n order, before George
House, an acqua�ntance of m�ne, brought a countryman to us, whom
he had met �n the street �nqu�r�ng for a pr�nter. All our cash was now
expended �n the var�ety of part�culars we had been obl�ged to
procure, and th�s countryman's f�ve sh�ll�ngs, be�ng our f�rst-fru�ts,
and com�ng so seasonably, gave me more pleasure than any crown I
have s�nce earned; and the grat�tude I felt toward House has made
me often more ready than perhaps I should otherw�se have been to
ass�st young beg�nners.

There are croakers �n every country, always bod�ng �ts ru�n. Such a
one then l�ved �n Ph�ladelph�a; a person of note, an elderly man, w�th
a w�se look and a very grave manner of speak�ng; h�s name was
Samuel M�ckle. Th�s gentleman, a stranger to me, stopt one day at
my door, and asked me �f I was the young man who had lately
opened a new pr�nt�ng-house. Be�ng answered �n the aff�rmat�ve, he
sa�d he was sorry for me, because �t was an expens�ve undertak�ng,
and the expense would be lost; for Ph�ladelph�a was a s�nk�ng place,
the people already half-bankrupts, or near be�ng so; all appearances
to the contrary, such as new bu�ld�ngs and the r�se of rents, be�ng to
h�s certa�n knowledge fallac�ous; for they were, �n fact, among the
th�ngs that would soon ru�n us. And he gave me such a deta�l of
m�sfortunes now ex�st�ng, or that were soon to ex�st, that he left me
half melancholy. Had I known h�m before I engaged �n th�s bus�ness,
probably I never should have done �t. Th�s man cont�nued to l�ve �n
th�s decay�ng place, and to decla�m �n the same stra�n, refus�ng for
many years to buy a house there, because all was go�ng to
destruct�on; and at last I had the pleasure of see�ng h�m g�ve f�ve
t�mes as much for one as he m�ght have bought �t for when he f�rst
began h�s croak�ng.

I should have ment�oned before, that, �n the autumn of the
preced�ng year, I had form'd most of my �ngen�ous acqua�ntance �nto
a club of mutual �mprovement, wh�ch we called the J����; we met



on Fr�day even�ngs. The rules that I drew up requ�red that every
member, �n h�s turn, should produce one or more quer�es on any
po�nt of Morals, Pol�t�cs, or Natural Ph�losophy, to be d�scuss'd by the
company; and once �n three months produce and read an essay of
h�s own wr�t�ng, on any subject he pleased. Our debates were to be
under the d�rect�on of a pres�dent, and to be conducted �n the s�ncere
sp�r�t of �nqu�ry after truth, w�thout fondness for d�spute, or des�re of
v�ctory; and, to prevent warmth, all express�ons of pos�t�veness �n
op�n�ons, or d�rect contrad�ct�on, were after some t�me made
contraband, and proh�b�ted under small pecun�ary penalt�es.

The f�rst members were Joseph Bre�ntnal, a copyer of deeds for
the scr�veners, a good-natur'd, fr�endly, m�ddle-ag'd man, a great
lover of poetry, read�ng all he could meet w�th, and wr�t�ng some that
was tolerable; very �ngen�ous �n many l�ttle N�cknacker�es, and of
sens�ble conversat�on.

Thomas Godfrey, a self-taught mathemat�c�an, great �n h�s way,
and afterward �nventor of what �s now called Hadley's Quadrant. But
he knew l�ttle out of h�s way, and was not a pleas�ng compan�on; as,
l�ke most great mathemat�c�ans I have met w�th, he expected
un�versal prec�s�on �n everyth�ng sa�d, or was for ever deny�ng or
d�st�ngu�sh�ng upon tr�fles, to the d�sturbance of all conversat�on. He
soon left us.

N�cholas Scull, a surveyor, afterwards surveyor-general, who lov'd
books, and somet�mes made a few verses.

W�ll�am Parsons, bred a shoemaker, but lov�ng read�ng, had
acqu�r'd a cons�derable share of mathemat�cs, wh�ch he f�rst stud�ed
w�th a v�ew to astrology, that he afterwards laught at �t. He also
became surveyor-general.

W�ll�am Maugr�dge, a jo�ner, a most exqu�s�te mechan�c, and a
sol�d, sens�ble man.

Hugh Mered�th, Stephen Potts, and George Webb I have
character�z'd before.



Robert Grace, a young gentleman of some fortune, generous,
l�vely, and w�tty; a lover of punn�ng and of h�s fr�ends.

And W�ll�am Coleman, then a merchant's clerk, about my age, who
had the coolest, clearest head, the best heart, and the exactest
morals of almost any man I ever met w�th. He became afterwards a
merchant of great note, and one of our prov�nc�al judges. Our
fr�endsh�p cont�nued w�thout �nterrupt�on to h�s death, upward of forty
years; and the club cont�nued almost as long, and was the best
school of ph�losophy, moral�ty, and pol�t�cs that then ex�sted �n the
prov�nce; for our quer�es, wh�ch were read the week preced�ng the�r
d�scuss�on, put us upon read�ng w�th attent�on upon the several
subjects, that we m�ght speak more to the purpose; and here, too,
we acqu�red better hab�ts of conversat�on, every th�ng be�ng stud�ed
�n our rules wh�ch m�ght prevent our d�sgust�ng each other. From
hence the long cont�nuance of the club, wh�ch I shall have frequent
occas�on to speak further of hereafter.

But my g�v�ng th�s account of �t here �s to show someth�ng of the
�nterest I had, every one of these exert�ng themselves �n
recommend�ng bus�ness to us. Bre�ntnal part�cularly procur'd us from
the Quakers the pr�nt�ng forty sheets of the�r h�story, the rest be�ng to
be done by Ke�mer; and upon th�s we work'd exceed�ngly hard, for
the pr�ce was low. It was a fol�o, pro patr�a s�ze, �n p�ca, w�th long
pr�mer notes. I compos'd of �t a sheet a day, and Mered�th worked �t
off at press; �t was often eleven at n�ght, and somet�mes later, before
I had f�n�shed my d�str�but�on for the next day's work, for the l�ttle
jobbs sent �n by our other fr�ends now and then put us back. But so
determ�n'd I was to cont�nue do�ng a sheet a day of the fol�o, that one
n�ght, when, hav�ng �mpos'd my forms, I thought my day's work over,
one of them by acc�dent was broken, and two pages reduced to p�, I
�mmed�ately d�str�buted and compos'd �t over aga�n before I went to
bed; and th�s �ndustry, v�s�ble to our ne�ghbors, began to g�ve us
character and cred�t; part�cularly, I was told, that ment�on be�ng made
of the new pr�nt�ng-off�ce at the merchants' Every-n�ght club, the
general op�n�on was that �t must fa�l, there be�ng already two pr�nters
�n the place, Ke�mer and Bradford; but Dr. Ba�rd (whom you and I



saw many years after at h�s nat�ve place, St. Andrew's �n Scotland)
gave a contrary op�n�on: "For the �ndustry of that Frankl�n," says he,
"�s super�or to any th�ng I ever saw of the k�nd; I see h�m st�ll at work
when I go home from club, and he �s at work aga�n before h�s
ne�ghbors are out of bed." Th�s struck the rest, and we soon after
had offers from one of them to supply us w�th stat�onery; but as yet
we d�d not chuse to engage �n shop bus�ness.

I ment�on th�s �ndustry the more part�cularly and the more freely,
tho' �t seems to be talk�ng �n my own pra�se, that those of my
poster�ty, who shall read �t, may know the use of that v�rtue, when
they see �ts effects �n my favour throughout th�s relat�on.

George Webb, who had found a female fr�end that lent h�m
wherew�th to purchase h�s t�me of Ke�mer, now came to offer h�mself
as a journeyman to us. We could not then �mploy h�m; but I fool�shly
let h�m know as a secret that I soon �ntended to beg�n a newspaper,
and m�ght then have work for h�m. My hopes of success, as I told
h�m, were founded on th�s, that the then only newspaper, pr�nted by
Bradford, was a paltry th�ng, wretchedly manag'd, no way
enterta�n�ng, and yet was prof�table to h�m; I therefore thought a
good paper would scarcely fa�l of good encouragement. I requested
Webb not to ment�on �t; but he told �t to Ke�mer, who �mmed�ately, to
be beforehand w�th me, publ�shed proposals for pr�nt�ng one h�mself,
on wh�ch Webb was to be employ'd. I resented th�s; and, to
counteract them, as I could not yet beg�n our paper, I wrote several
p�eces of enterta�nment for Bradford's paper, under the t�tle of the
B��� B���, wh�ch Bre�ntnal cont�nu'd some months. By th�s means
the attent�on of the publ�ck was f�xed on that paper, and Ke�mer's
proposals, wh�ch we burlesqu'd and r�d�cul'd, were d�sregarded. He
began h�s paper, however, and, after carry�ng �t on three quarters of
a year, w�th at most only n�nety subscr�bers, he offered �t to me for a
tr�fle; and I, hav�ng been ready some t�me to go on w�th �t, took �t �n
hand d�rectly; and �t prov'd �n a few years extremely prof�table to me.

I perce�ve that I am apt to speak �n the s�ngular number, though
our partnersh�p st�ll cont�nu'd; the reason may be that, �n fact, the



whole management of the bus�ness lay upon me. Mered�th was no
compos�tor, a poor pressman, and seldom sober. My fr�ends
lamented my connect�on w�th h�m, but I was to make the best of �t.

Our f�rst papers made a qu�te d�fferent appearance from any
before �n the prov�nce; a better type, and better pr�nted; but some
sp�r�ted remarks of my wr�t�ng, on the d�spute then go�ng on between
Governor Burnet and the Massachusetts Assembly, struck the
pr�nc�pal people, occas�oned the paper and the manager of �t to be
much talk'd of, and �n a few weeks brought them all to be our
subscr�bers.

The�r example was follow'd by many, and our number went on
grow�ng cont�nually. Th�s was one of the f�rst good effects of my
hav�ng learnt a l�ttle to scr�bble; another was, that the lead�ng men,
see�ng a newspaper now �n the hands of one who could also handle
a pen, thought �t conven�ent to obl�ge and encourage me. Bradford
st�ll pr�nted the votes, and laws, and other publ�ck bus�ness. He had
pr�nted an address of the House to the governor, �n a coarse,
blunder�ng manner, we repr�nted �t elegantly and correctly, and sent
one to every member. They were sens�ble of the d�fference: �t
strengthened the hands of our fr�ends �n the House, and they voted
us the�r pr�nters for the year ensu�ng.

Among my fr�ends �n the House I must not forget Mr. Ham�lton,
before ment�oned, who was then returned from England, and had a
seat �n �t. He �nterested h�mself for me strongly �n that �nstance, as
he d�d �n many others afterward, cont�nu�ng h�s patronage t�ll h�s
death. [6]

[6] I got h�s son once £500.—[Marg. note.]

Mr. Vernon, about th�s t�me, put me �n m�nd of the debt I ow'd h�m,
but d�d not press me. I wrote h�m an �ngenuous letter of
acknowledgment, crav'd h�s forbearance a l�ttle longer, wh�ch he
allow'd me, and as soon as I was able, I pa�d the pr�nc�pal w�th
�nterest, and many thanks; so that erratum was �n some degree
corrected.



But now another d�ff�culty came upon me wh�ch I had never the
least reason to expect. Mr. Mered�th's father, who was to have pa�d
for our pr�nt�ng-house, accord�ng to the expectat�ons g�ven me, was
able to advance only one hundred pounds currency, wh�ch had been
pa�d; and a hundred more was due to the merchant, who grew
�mpat�ent, and su'd us all. We gave ba�l, but saw that, �f the money
could not be ra�s'd �n t�me, the su�t must soon come to a judgment
and execut�on, and our hopeful prospects must, w�th us, be ru�ned,
as the press and letters must be sold for payment, perhaps at half
pr�ce.

In th�s d�stress two true fr�ends, whose k�ndness I have never
forgotten, nor ever shall forget wh�le I can remember any th�ng, came
to me separately, unknown to each other, and, w�thout any
appl�cat�on from me, offer�ng each of them to advance me all the
money that should be necessary to enable me to take the whole
bus�ness upon myself, �f that should be pract�cable; but they d�d not
l�ke my cont�nu�ng the partnersh�p w�th Mered�th, who, as they sa�d,
was often seen drunk �n the streets, and play�ng at low games �n
alehouses, much to our d�scred�t. These two fr�ends were W�ll�am
Coleman and Robert Grace. I told them I could not propose a
separat�on wh�le any prospect rema�n'd of the Mered�ths' fulf�ll�ng
the�r part of our agreement, because I thought myself under great
obl�gat�ons to them for what they had done, and would do �f they
could; but, �f they f�nally fa�l'd �n the�r performance, and our
partnersh�p must be d�ssolv'd, I should then th�nk myself at l�berty to
accept the ass�stance of my fr�ends.

Thus the matter rested for some t�me, when I sa�d to my partner,
"Perhaps your father �s d�ssat�sf�ed at the part you have undertaken
�n th�s affa�r of ours, and �s unw�ll�ng to advance for you and me what
he would for you alone. If that �s the case, tell me, and I w�ll res�gn
the whole to you, and go about my bus�ness." "No," sa�d he, "my
father has really been d�sappo�nted, and �s really unable; and I am
unw�ll�ng to d�stress h�m farther. I see th�s �s a bus�ness I am not f�t
for. I was bred a farmer, and �t was a folly �n me to come to town, and
put myself, at th�rty years of age, an apprent�ce to learn a new trade.



Many of our Welsh people are go�ng to settle �n North Carol�na,
where land �s cheap. I am �ncl�n'd to go w�th them, and follow my old
employment. You may f�nd fr�ends to ass�st you. If you w�ll take the
debts of the company upon you; return to my father the hundred
pound he has advanced; pay my l�ttle personal debts, and g�ve me
th�rty pounds and a new saddle, I w�ll rel�nqu�sh the partnersh�p, and
leave the whole �n your hands." I agreed to th�s proposal: �t was
drawn up �n wr�t�ng, s�gn'd, and seal'd �mmed�ately. I gave h�m what
he demanded, and he went soon after to Carol�na, from whence he
sent me next year two long letters, conta�n�ng the best account that
had been g�ven of that country, the cl�mate, the so�l, husbandry, etc.,
for �n those matters he was very jud�c�ous. I pr�nted them �n the
papers, and they gave great sat�sfact�on to the publ�ck.

As soon as he was gone, I recurr'd to my two fr�ends; and because
I would not g�ve an unk�nd preference to e�ther, I took half of what
each had offered and I wanted of one, and half of the other; pa�d off
the company's debts, and went on w�th the bus�ness �n my own
name, advert�s�ng that the partnersh�p was d�ssolved. I th�nk th�s was
�n or about the year 1729.

About th�s t�me there was a cry among the people for more paper
money, only f�fteen thousand pounds be�ng extant �n the prov�nce,
and that soon to be sunk. The wealthy �nhab�tants oppos'd any
add�t�on, be�ng aga�nst all paper currency, from an apprehens�on that
�t would deprec�ate, as �t had done �n New England, to the prejud�ce
of all cred�tors. We had d�scuss'd th�s po�nt �n our Junto, where I was
on the s�de of an add�t�on, be�ng persuaded that the f�rst small sum
struck �n 1723 had done much good by �ncreas�ng the trade,
employment, and number of �nhab�tants �n the prov�nce, s�nce I now
saw all the old houses �nhab�ted, and many new ones bu�ld�ng:
whereas I remembered well, that when I f�rst walk'd about the streets
of Ph�ladelph�a, eat�ng my roll, I saw most of the houses �n Walnut-
street, between Second and Front streets, w�th b�lls on the�r doors,
"To be let"; and many l�kew�se �n Chestnut-street and other streets,
wh�ch made me then th�nk the �nhab�tants of the c�ty were desert�ng
�t one after another.



Our debates possess'd me so fully of the subject, that I wrote and
pr�nted an anonymous pamphlet on �t, ent�tled "The Nature and
Necess�ty of a Paper Currency." It was well rece�v'd by the common
people �n general; but the r�ch men d�sl�k'd �t, for �t �ncreas'd and
strengthen'd the clamor for more money, and they happen�ng to have
no wr�ters among them that were able to answer �t, the�r oppos�t�on
slacken'd, and the po�nt was carr�ed by a major�ty �n the House. My
fr�ends there, who conce�v'd I had been of some serv�ce, thought f�t
to reward me by employ�ng me �n pr�nt�ng the money; a very
prof�table jobb and a great help to me. Th�s was another advantage
ga�n'd by my be�ng able to wr�te.

The ut�l�ty of th�s currency became by t�me and exper�ence so
ev�dent as never afterwards to be much d�sputed; so that �t grew
soon to f�fty-f�ve thousand pounds, and �n 1739 to e�ghty thousand
pounds, s�nce wh�ch �t arose dur�ng war to upwards of three hundred
and f�fty thousand pounds, trade, bu�ld�ng, and �nhab�tants all the
wh�le �ncreas�ng, tho' I now th�nk there are l�m�ts beyond wh�ch the
quant�ty may be hurtful.

I soon after obta�n'd, thro' my fr�end Ham�lton, the pr�nt�ng of the
Newcastle paper money, another prof�table jobb as I then thought �t;
small th�ngs appear�ng great to those �n small c�rcumstances; and
these, to me, were really great advantages, as they were great
encouragements. He procured for me, also, the pr�nt�ng of the laws
and votes of that government, wh�ch cont�nu'd �n my hands as long
as I follow'd the bus�ness.

I now open'd a l�ttle stat�oner's shop. I had �n �t blanks of all sorts,
the correctest that ever appear'd among us, be�ng ass�sted �n that by
my fr�end Bre�ntnal. I had also paper, parchment, chapmen's books,
etc. One Wh�temash, a compos�tor I had known �n London, an
excellent workman, now came to me, and work'd w�th me constantly
and d�l�gently; and I took an apprent�ce, the son of Aqu�la Rose.

I began now gradually to pay off the debt I was under for the
pr�nt�ng-house. In order to secure my cred�t and character as a
tradesman, I took care not only to be �n real�ty �ndustr�ous and frugal,



but to avo�d all appearances to the contrary. I drest pla�nly; I was
seen at no places of �dle d�vers�on. I never went out a f�sh�ng or
shoot�ng; a book, �ndeed, somet�mes debauch'd me from my work,
but that was seldom, snug, and gave no scandal; and, to show that I
was not above my bus�ness, I somet�mes brought home the paper I
purchas'd at the stores thro' the streets on a wheelbarrow. Thus
be�ng esteem'd an �ndustr�ous, thr�v�ng young man, and pay�ng duly
for what I bought, the merchants who �mported stat�onery sol�c�ted
my custom; others proposed supply�ng me w�th books, and I went on
sw�mm�ngly. In the mean t�me, Ke�mer's cred�t and bus�ness
decl�n�ng da�ly, he was at last forc'd to sell h�s pr�nt�ng-house to
sat�sfy h�s cred�tors. He went to Barbadoes, and there l�ved some
years �n very poor c�rcumstances.

H�s apprent�ce, Dav�d Harry, whom I had �nstructed wh�le I work'd
w�th h�m, set up �n h�s place at Ph�ladelph�a, hav�ng bought h�s
mater�als. I was at f�rst apprehens�ve of a powerful r�val �n Harry, as
h�s fr�ends were very able, and had a good deal of �nterest. I
therefore propos'd a partnersh�p to h�m wh�ch he, fortunately for me,
rejected w�th scorn. He was very proud, dress'd l�ke a gentleman,
l�v'd expens�vely, took much d�vers�on and pleasure abroad, ran �n
debt, and neglected h�s bus�ness; upon wh�ch, all bus�ness left h�m;
and, f�nd�ng noth�ng to do, he followed Ke�mer to Barbadoes, tak�ng
the pr�nt�ng-house w�th h�m. There th�s apprent�ce employ'd h�s
former master as a journeyman; they quarrel'd often; Harry went
cont�nually beh�ndhand, and at length was forc'd to sell h�s types and
return to h�s country work �n Pens�lvan�a. The person that bought
them employ'd Ke�mer to use them, but �n a few years he d�ed.

There rema�ned now no compet�tor w�th me at Ph�ladelph�a but the
old one, Bradford; who was r�ch and easy, d�d a l�ttle pr�nt�ng now
and then by straggl�ng hands, but was not very anx�ous about the
bus�ness. However, as he kept the post-off�ce, �t was �mag�ned he
had better opportun�t�es of obta�n�ng news; h�s paper was thought a
better d�str�buter of advert�sements than m�ne, and therefore had
many more, wh�ch was a prof�table th�ng to h�m, and a d�sadvantage
to me; for, tho' I d�d �ndeed rece�ve and send papers by the post, yet



the publ�ck op�n�on was otherw�se, for what I d�d send was by br�b�ng
the r�ders, who took them pr�vately, Bradford be�ng unk�nd enough to
forb�d �t, wh�ch occas�on'd some resentment on my part; and I
thought so meanly of h�m for �t, that, when I afterward came �nto h�s
s�tuat�on, I took care never to �m�tate �t.

I had h�therto cont�nu'd to board w�th Godfrey, who l�ved �n part of
my house w�th h�s w�fe and ch�ldren, and had one s�de of the shop
for h�s glaz�er's bus�ness, tho' he worked l�ttle, be�ng always
absorbed �n h�s mathemat�cs. Mrs. Godfrey projected a match for me
w�th a relat�on's daughter, took opportun�t�es of br�ng�ng us often
together, t�ll a ser�ous courtsh�p on my part ensu'd, the g�rl be�ng �n
herself very deserv�ng. The old folks encourag'd me by cont�nual
�nv�tat�ons to supper, and by leav�ng us together, t�ll at length �t was
t�me to expla�n. Mrs. Godfrey manag'd our l�ttle treaty. I let her know
that I expected as much money w�th the�r daughter as would pay off
my rema�n�ng debt for the pr�nt�ng-house, wh�ch I bel�eve was not
then above a hundred pounds. She brought me word they had no
such sum to spare; I sa�d they m�ght mortgage the�r house �n the
loan-off�ce. The answer to th�s, after some days, was, that they d�d
not approve the match; that, on �nqu�ry of Bradford, they had been
�nform'd the pr�nt�ng bus�ness was not a prof�table one; the types
would soon be worn out, and more wanted; that S. Ke�mer and D.
Harry had fa�led one after the other, and I should probably soon
follow them; and, therefore, I was forb�dden the house, and the
daughter shut up.

Whether th�s was a real change of sent�ment or only art�f�ce, on a
suppos�t�on of our be�ng too far engaged �n affect�on to retract, and
therefore that we should steal a marr�age, wh�ch would leave them at
l�berty to g�ve or w�thhold what they pleas'd, I know not; but I
suspected the latter, resented �t, and went no more. Mrs. Godfrey
brought me afterward some more favorable accounts of the�r
d�spos�t�on, and would have drawn me on aga�n; but I declared
absolutely my resolut�on to have noth�ng more to do w�th that fam�ly.
Th�s was resented by the Godfreys; we d�ffer'd, and they removed,
leav�ng me the whole house, and I resolved to take no more �nmates.



But th�s affa�r hav�ng turned my thoughts to marr�age, I look'd
round me and made overtures of acqua�ntance �n other places; but
soon found that, the bus�ness of a pr�nter be�ng generally thought a
poor one, I was not to expect money w�th a w�fe, unless w�th such a
one as I should not otherw�se th�nk agreeable. In the mean t�me, that
hard-to-be-governed pass�on of youth hurr�ed me frequently �nto
�ntr�gues w�th low women that fell �n my way, wh�ch were attended
w�th some expense and great �nconven�ence, bes�des a cont�nual
r�sque to my health by a d�stemper wh�ch of all th�ngs I dreaded,
though by great good luck I escaped �t. A fr�endly correspondence as
ne�ghbors and old acqua�ntances had cont�nued between me and
Mrs. Read's fam�ly, who all had a regard for me from the t�me of my
f�rst lodg�ng �n the�r house. I was often �nv�ted there and consulted �n
the�r affa�rs, where�n I somet�mes was of serv�ce. I p�t�'d poor M�ss
Read's unfortunate s�tuat�on, who was generally dejected, seldom
cheerful, and avo�ded company. I cons�dered my g�dd�ness and
�nconstancy when �n London as �n a great degree the cause of her
unhapp�ness, tho' the mother was good enough to th�nk the fault
more her own than m�ne, as she had prevented our marry�ng before I
went th�ther, and persuaded the other match �n my absence. Our
mutual affect�on was rev�ved, but there were now great object�ons to
our un�on. The match was �ndeed looked upon as �nval�d, a
preced�ng w�fe be�ng sa�d to be l�v�ng �n England; but th�s could not
eas�ly be prov'd, because of the d�stance; and, tho' there was a
report of h�s death, �t was not certa�n. Then, tho' �t should be true, he
had left many debts, wh�ch h�s successor m�ght be call'd upon to pay.
We ventured, however, over all these d�ff�cult�es, and I took her to
w�fe, September 1st, 1730. None of the �nconven�ences happened
that we had apprehended; she proved a good and fa�thful helpmate,
ass�sted me much by attend�ng the shop; we throve together, and
have ever mutually endeavored to make each other happy. Thus I
corrected that great erratum as well as I could.

About th�s t�me, our club meet�ng, not at a tavern, but �n a l�ttle
room of Mr. Grace's, set apart for that purpose, a propos�t�on was
made by me, that, s�nce our books were often referr'd to �n our
d�squ�s�t�ons upon the quer�es, �t m�ght be conven�ent to us to have



them altogether where we met, that upon occas�on they m�ght be
consulted; and by thus clubb�ng our books to a common l�brary, we
should, wh�le we l�k'd to keep them together, have each of us the
advantage of us�ng the books of all the other members, wh�ch would
be nearly as benef�c�al as �f each owned the whole. It was l�k'd and
agreed to, and we f�ll'd one end of the room w�th such books as we
could best spare. The number was not so great as we expected; and
tho' they had been of great use, yet some �nconven�ences occurr�ng
for want of due care of them, the collect�on, after about a year, was
separated, and each took h�s books home aga�n.

And now I set on foot my f�rst project of a publ�c nature, that for a
subscr�pt�on l�brary. I drew up the proposals, got them put �nto form
by our great scr�vener, Brockden, and, by the help of my fr�ends �n
the Junto, procured f�fty subscr�bers of forty sh�ll�ngs each to beg�n
w�th, and ten sh�ll�ngs a year for f�fty years, the term our company
was to cont�nue. We afterwards obta�n'd a charter, the company
be�ng �ncreased to one hundred: th�s was the mother of all the North
Amer�can subscr�pt�on l�brar�es, now so numerous. It �s become a
great th�ng �tself, and cont�nually �ncreas�ng. These l�brar�es have
�mproved the general conversat�on of the Amer�cans, made the
common tradesmen and farmers as �ntell�gent as most gentlemen
from other countr�es, and perhaps have contr�buted �n some degree
to the stand so generally made throughout the colon�es �n defense of
the�r pr�v�leges.

Memo. Thus far was wr�tten w�th the �ntent�on express'd �n the
beg�nn�ng and therefore conta�ns several l�ttle fam�ly anecdotes of no
�mportance to others. What follows was wr�tten many years after �n
compl�ance w�th the adv�ce conta�n'd �n these letters, and
accord�ngly �ntended for the publ�c. The affa�rs of the Revolut�on
occas�on'd the �nterrupt�on.



Letter from Mr. Abel James,
w�th Notes of my L�fe (rece�ved �n Par�s).

"M� D��� ��� H������ F�����: I have often been des�rous of
wr�t�ng to thee, but could not be reconc�led to the thought that the
letter m�ght fall �nto the hands of the Br�t�sh, lest some pr�nter or
busy-body should publ�sh some part of the contents, and g�ve our
fr�end pa�n, and myself censure.

"Some t�me s�nce there fell �nto my hands, to my great joy, about
twenty-three sheets �n thy own handwr�t�ng, conta�n�ng an account of
the parentage and l�fe of thyself, d�rected to thy son, end�ng �n the
year 1730, w�th wh�ch there were notes, l�kew�se �n thy wr�t�ng; a
copy of wh�ch I �nclose, �n hopes �t may be a means, �f thou
cont�nued �t up to a later per�od, that the f�rst and latter part may be
put together; and �f �t �s not yet cont�nued, I hope thee w�ll not delay
�t. L�fe �s uncerta�n, as the preacher tells us; and what w�ll the world
say �f k�nd, humane, and benevolent Ben. Frankl�n should leave h�s
fr�ends and the world depr�ved of so pleas�ng and prof�table a work; a
work wh�ch would be useful and enterta�n�ng not only to a few, but to
m�ll�ons? The �nfluence wr�t�ngs under that class have on the m�nds
of youth �s very great, and has nowhere appeared to me so pla�n, as
�n our publ�c fr�end's journals. It almost �nsens�bly leads the youth
�nto the resolut�on of endeavor�ng to become as good and em�nent
as the journal�st. Should th�ne, for �nstance, when publ�shed (and I
th�nk �t could not fa�l of �t), lead the youth to equal the �ndustry and
temperance of thy early youth, what a bless�ng w�th that class would
such a work be! I know of no character l�v�ng, nor many of them put
together, who has so much �n h�s power as thyself to promote a
greater sp�r�t of �ndustry and early attent�on to bus�ness, frugal�ty, and
temperance w�th the Amer�can youth. Not that I th�nk the work would
have no other mer�t and use �n the world, far from �t; but the f�rst �s of
such vast �mportance that I know noth�ng that can equal �t."



The forego�ng letter and the m�nutes accompany�ng �t be�ng shown
to a fr�end, I rece�ved from h�m the follow�ng:

Letter from Mr. Benjam�n Vaughan.

"P����, January 31, 1783.

"M� D������ S��: When I had read over your sheets of m�nutes of
the pr�nc�pal �nc�dents of your l�fe, recovered for you by your Quaker
acqua�ntance, I told you I would send you a letter express�ng my
reasons why I thought �t would be useful to complete and publ�sh �t
as he des�red. Var�ous concerns have for some t�me past prevented
th�s letter be�ng wr�tten, and I do not know whether �t was worth any
expectat�on; happen�ng to be at le�sure, however, at present, I shall
by wr�t�ng, at least �nterest and �nstruct myself; but as the terms I am
�ncl�ned to use may tend to offend a person of your manners, I shall
only tell you how I would address any other person, who was as
good and as great as yourself, but less d�ff�dent. I would say to h�m,
S�r, I sol�c�t the h�story of your l�fe from the follow�ng mot�ves: Your
h�story �s so remarkable, that �f you do not g�ve �t, somebody else w�ll
certa�nly g�ve �t; and perhaps so as nearly to do as much harm, as
your own management of the th�ng m�ght do good. It w�ll moreover
present a table of the �nternal c�rcumstances of your country, wh�ch
w�ll very much tend to �nv�te to �t settlers of v�rtuous and manly
m�nds. And cons�der�ng the eagerness w�th wh�ch such �nformat�on �s
sought by them, and the extent of your reputat�on, I do not know of a
more eff�cac�ous advert�sement than your b�ography would g�ve. All
that has happened to you �s also connected w�th the deta�l of the
manners and s�tuat�on of a r�s�ng people; and �n th�s respect I do not
th�nk that the wr�t�ngs of Cæsar and Tac�tus can be more �nterest�ng
to a true judge of human nature and soc�ety. But these, s�r, are small
reasons, �n my op�n�on, compared w�th the chance wh�ch your l�fe w�ll
g�ve for the form�ng of future great men; and �n conjunct�on w�th your
Art of V�rtue (wh�ch you des�gn to publ�sh) of �mprov�ng the features
of pr�vate character, and consequently of a�d�ng all happ�ness, both
publ�c and domest�c. The two works I allude to, s�r, w�ll �n part�cular
g�ve a noble rule and example of self-educat�on. School and other
educat�on constantly proceed upon false pr�nc�ples, and show a



clumsy apparatus po�nted at a false mark; but your apparatus �s
s�mple, and the mark a true one; and wh�le parents and young
persons are left dest�tute of other just means of est�mat�ng and
becom�ng prepared for a reasonable course �n l�fe, your d�scovery
that the th�ng �s �n many a man's pr�vate power, w�ll be �nvaluable!
Influence upon the pr�vate character, late �n l�fe, �s not only an
�nfluence late �n l�fe, but a weak �nfluence. It �s �n youth that we plant
our ch�ef hab�ts and prejud�ces; �t �s �n youth that we take our party
as to profess�on, pursu�ts and matr�mony. In youth, therefore, the
turn �s g�ven; �n youth the educat�on even of the next generat�on �s
g�ven; �n youth the pr�vate and publ�c character �s determ�ned; and
the term of l�fe extend�ng but from youth to age, l�fe ought to beg�n
well from youth, and more espec�ally before we take our party as to
our pr�nc�pal objects. But your b�ography w�ll not merely teach self-
educat�on, but the educat�on of a w�se man; and the w�sest man w�ll
rece�ve l�ghts and �mprove h�s progress, by see�ng deta�led the
conduct of another w�se man. And why are weaker men to be
depr�ved of such helps, when we see our race has been blunder�ng
on �n the dark, almost w�thout a gu�de �n th�s part�cular, from the
farthest trace of t�me? Show then, s�r, how much �s to be done, both
to sons and fathers; and �nv�te all w�se men to become l�ke yourself,
and other men to become w�se. When we see how cruel statesmen
and warr�ors can be to the human race, and how absurd
d�st�ngu�shed men can be to the�r acqua�ntance, �t w�ll be �nstruct�ve
to observe the �nstances mult�ply of pac�f�c, acqu�esc�ng manners;
and to f�nd how compat�ble �t �s to be great and domest�c, env�able
and yet good-humored.

"The l�ttle pr�vate �nc�dents wh�ch you w�ll also have to relate, w�ll
have cons�derable use, as we want, above all th�ngs, rules of
prudence �n ord�nary affa�rs; and �t w�ll be cur�ous to see how you
have acted �n these. It w�ll be so far a sort of key to l�fe, and expla�n
many th�ngs that all men ought to have once expla�ned to them, to
g�ve them a chance of becom�ng w�se by fores�ght. The nearest th�ng
to hav�ng exper�ence of one's own, �s to have other people's affa�rs
brought before us �n a shape that �s �nterest�ng; th�s �s sure to
happen from your pen; our affa�rs and management w�ll have an a�r



of s�mpl�c�ty or �mportance that w�ll not fa�l to str�ke; and I am
conv�nced you have conducted them w�th as much or�g�nal�ty as �f
you had been conduct�ng d�scuss�ons �n pol�t�cs or ph�losophy; and
what more worthy of exper�ments and system (�ts �mportance and �ts
errors cons�dered) than human l�fe?

"Some men have been v�rtuous bl�ndly, others have speculated
fantast�cally, and others have been shrewd to bad purposes; but you,
s�r, I am sure, w�ll g�ve under your hand, noth�ng but what �s at the
same moment, w�se, pract�cal and good. Your account of yourself
(for I suppose the parallel I am draw�ng for Dr. Frankl�n, w�ll hold not
only �n po�nt of character, but of pr�vate h�story) w�ll show that you
are ashamed of no or�g�n; a th�ng the more �mportant, as you prove
how l�ttle necessary all or�g�n �s to happ�ness, v�rtue, or greatness. As
no end l�kew�se happens w�thout a means, so we shall f�nd, s�r, that
even you yourself framed a plan by wh�ch you became cons�derable;
but at the same t�me we may see that though the event �s flatter�ng,
the means are as s�mple as w�sdom could make them; that �s,
depend�ng upon nature, v�rtue, thought and hab�t. Another th�ng
demonstrated w�ll be the propr�ety of every man's wa�t�ng for h�s t�me
for appear�ng upon the stage of the world. Our sensat�ons be�ng very
much f�xed to the moment, we are apt to forget that more moments
are to follow the f�rst, and consequently that man should arrange h�s
conduct so as to su�t the whole of a l�fe. Your attr�but�on appears to
have been appl�ed to your l�fe, and the pass�ng moments of �t have
been enl�vened w�th content and enjoyment, �nstead of be�ng
tormented w�th fool�sh �mpat�ence or regrets. Such a conduct �s easy
for those who make v�rtue and themselves �n countenance by
examples of other truly great men, of whom pat�ence �s so often the
character�st�c. Your Quaker correspondent, s�r (for here aga�n I w�ll
suppose the subject of my letter resembl�ng Dr. Frankl�n), pra�sed
your frugal�ty, d�l�gence and temperance, wh�ch he cons�dered as a
pattern for all youth; but �t �s s�ngular that he should have forgotten
your modesty and your d�s�nterestedness, w�thout wh�ch you never
could have wa�ted for your advancement, or found your s�tuat�on �n
the mean t�me comfortable; wh�ch �s a strong lesson to show the
poverty of glory and the �mportance of regulat�ng our m�nds. If th�s



correspondent had known the nature of your reputat�on as well as I
do, he would have sa�d, Your former wr�t�ngs and measures would
secure attent�on to your B�ography, and Art of V�rtue; and your
B�ography and Art of V�rtue, �n return, would secure attent�on to
them. Th�s �s an advantage attendant upon a var�ous character, and
wh�ch br�ngs all that belongs to �t �nto greater play; and �t �s the more
useful, as perhaps more persons are at a loss for the means of
�mprov�ng the�r m�nds and characters, than they are for the t�me or
the �ncl�nat�on to do �t. But there �s one conclud�ng reflect�on, s�r, that
w�ll shew the use of your l�fe as a mere p�ece of b�ography. Th�s style
of wr�t�ng seems a l�ttle gone out of vogue, and yet �t �s a very useful
one; and your spec�men of �t may be part�cularly serv�ceable, as �t
w�ll make a subject of compar�son w�th the l�ves of var�ous publ�c
cutthroats and �ntr�guers, and w�th absurd monast�c self-tormentors
or va�n l�terary tr�flers. If �t encourages more wr�t�ngs of the same k�nd
w�th your own, and �nduces more men to spend l�ves f�t to be wr�tten,
�t w�ll be worth all Plutarch's L�ves put together. But be�ng t�red of
f�gur�ng to myself a character of wh�ch every feature su�ts only one
man �n the world, w�thout g�v�ng h�m the pra�se of �t, I shall end my
letter, my dear Dr. Frankl�n, w�th a personal appl�cat�on to your
proper self. I am earnestly des�rous, then, my dear s�r, that you
should let the world �nto the tra�ts of your genu�ne character, as c�v�l
bro�ls may otherw�se tend to d�sgu�se or traduce �t. Cons�der�ng your
great age, the caut�on of your character, and your pecul�ar style of
th�nk�ng, �t �s not l�kely that any one bes�des yourself can be
suff�c�ently master of the facts of your l�fe, or the �ntent�ons of your
m�nd. Bes�des all th�s, the �mmense revolut�on of the present per�od,
w�ll necessar�ly turn our attent�on towards the author of �t, and when
v�rtuous pr�nc�ples have been pretended �n �t, �t w�ll be h�ghly
�mportant to shew that such have really �nfluenced; and, as your own
character w�ll be the pr�nc�pal one to rece�ve a scrut�ny, �t �s proper
(even for �ts effects upon your vast and r�s�ng country, as well as
upon England and upon Europe) that �t should stand respectable and
eternal. For the furtherance of human happ�ness, I have always
ma�nta�ned that �t �s necessary to prove that man �s not even at
present a v�c�ous and detestable an�mal; and st�ll more to prove that
good management may greatly amend h�m; and �t �s for much the



same reason, that I am anx�ous to see the op�n�on establ�shed, that
there are fa�r characters ex�st�ng among the �nd�v�duals of the race;
for the moment that all men, w�thout except�on, shall be conce�ved
abandoned, good people w�ll cease efforts deemed to be hopeless,
and perhaps th�nk of tak�ng the�r share �n the scramble of l�fe, or at
least of mak�ng �t comfortable pr�nc�pally for themselves. Take then,
my dear s�r, th�s work most speed�ly �nto hand: shew yourself good
as you are good; temperate as you are temperate; and above all
th�ngs, prove yourself as one, who from your �nfancy have loved
just�ce, l�berty and concord, �n a way that has made �t natural and
cons�stent for you to have acted, as we have seen you act �n the last
seventeen years of your l�fe. Let Engl�shmen be made not only to
respect, but even to love you. When they th�nk well of �nd�v�duals �n
your nat�ve country, they w�ll go nearer to th�nk�ng well of your
country; and when your countrymen see themselves well thought of
by Engl�shmen, they w�ll go nearer to th�nk�ng well of England.
Extend your v�ews even further; do not stop at those who speak the
Engl�sh tongue, but after hav�ng settled so many po�nts �n nature and
pol�t�cs, th�nk of better�ng the whole race of men. As I have not read
any part of the l�fe �n quest�on, but know only the character that l�ved
�t, I wr�te somewhat at hazard. I am sure, however, that the l�fe and
the treat�se I allude to (on the Art of V�rtue) w�ll necessar�ly fulf�l the
ch�ef of my expectat�ons; and st�ll more so �f you take up the
measure of su�t�ng these performances to the several v�ews above
stated. Should they even prove unsuccessful �n all that a sangu�ne
adm�rer of yours hopes from them, you w�ll at least have framed
p�eces to �nterest the human m�nd; and whoever g�ves a feel�ng of
pleasure that �s �nnocent to man, has added so much to the fa�r s�de
of a l�fe otherw�se too much darkened by anx�ety and too much
�njured by pa�n. In the hope, therefore, that you w�ll l�sten to the
prayer addressed to you �n th�s letter, I beg to subscr�be myself, my
dearest s�r, etc., etc.,

"S�gned,     B���. V������."

Cont�nuat�on of the Account of my L�fe, begun at
Passy, near Par�s, 1784.



It �s some t�me s�nce I rece�v'd the above letters, but I have been
too busy t�ll now to th�nk of comply�ng w�th the request they conta�n.
It m�ght, too, be much better done �f I were at home among my
papers, wh�ch would a�d my memory, and help to ascerta�n dates;
but my return be�ng uncerta�n and hav�ng just now a l�ttle le�sure, I
w�ll endeavor to recollect and wr�te what I can; �f I l�ve to get home, �t
may there be corrected and �mprov'd.

Not hav�ng any copy here of what �s already wr�tten, I know not
whether an account �s g�ven of the means I used to establ�sh the
Ph�ladelph�a publ�c l�brary, wh�ch, from a small beg�nn�ng, �s now
become so cons�derable, though I remember to have come down to
near the t�me of that transact�on (1730). I w�ll therefore beg�n here
w�th an account of �t, wh�ch may be struck out �f found to have been
already g�ven.

At the t�me I establ�sh'd myself �n Pennsylvan�a, there was not a
good bookseller's shop �n any of the colon�es to the southward of
Boston. In New York and Ph�lad'a the pr�nters were �ndeed
stat�oners; they sold only paper, etc., almanacs, ballads, and a few
common school-books. Those who lov'd read�ng were obl�g'd to send
for the�r books from England; the members of the Junto had each a
few. We had left the alehouse, where we f�rst met, and h�red a room
to hold our club �n. I propos'd that we should all of us br�ng our books
to that room, where they would not only be ready to consult �n our
conferences, but become a common benef�t, each of us be�ng at
l�berty to borrow such as he w�sh'd to read at home. Th�s was
accord�ngly done, and for some t�me contented us.

F�nd�ng the advantage of th�s l�ttle collect�on, I propos'd to render
the benef�t from books more common, by commenc�ng a publ�c
subscr�pt�on l�brary. I drew a sketch of the plan and rules that would
be necessary, and got a sk�lful conveyancer, Mr. Charles Brockden,
to put the whole �n form of art�cles of agreement to be subscr�bed, by
wh�ch each subscr�ber engag'd to pay a certa�n sum down for the
f�rst purchase of books, and an annual contr�but�on for �ncreas�ng
them. So few were the readers at that t�me �n Ph�ladelph�a, and the



major�ty of us so poor, that I was not able, w�th great �ndustry; to f�nd
more than f�fty persons, mostly young tradesmen, w�ll�ng to pay
down for th�s purpose forty sh�ll�ngs each, and ten sh�ll�ngs per
annum. On th�s l�ttle fund we began. The books were �mported; the
l�brary was opened one day �n the week for lend�ng to the
subscr�bers, on the�r prom�ssory notes to pay double the value �f not
duly returned. The �nst�tut�on soon man�fested �ts ut�l�ty, was �m�tated
by other towns, and �n other prov�nces. The l�brar�es were
augmented by donat�ons; read�ng became fash�onable; and our
people, hav�ng no publ�ck amusements to d�vert the�r attent�on from
study, became better acqua�nted w�th books, and �n a few years
were observ'd by strangers to be better �nstructed and more
�ntell�gent than people of the same rank generally are �n other
countr�es.

When we were about to s�gn the above-ment�oned art�cles, wh�ch
were to be b�nd�ng upon us, our he�rs, etc., for f�fty years, Mr.
Brockden, the scr�vener, sa�d to us, "You are young men, but �t �s
scarcely probable that any of you w�ll l�ve to see the exp�rat�on of the
term f�x'd �n the �nstrument." A number of us, however, are yet l�v�ng;
but the �nstrument was after a few years rendered null by a charter
that �ncorporated and gave perpetu�ty to the company.

The object�ons and reluctances I met w�th �n sol�c�t�ng the
subscr�pt�ons, made me soon feel the �mpropr�ety of present�ng one's
self as the proposer of any useful project, that m�ght be suppos'd to
ra�se one's reputat�on �n the smallest degree above that of one's
ne�ghbors, when one has need of the�r ass�stance to accompl�sh that
project. I therefore put myself as much as I could out of s�ght, and
stated �t as a scheme of a number of fr�ends, who had requested me
to go about and propose �t to such as they thought lovers of read�ng.
In th�s way my affa�r went on more smoothly, and I ever after
pract�s'd �t on such occas�ons; and, from my frequent successes, can
heart�ly recommend �t. The present l�ttle sacr�f�ce of your van�ty w�ll
afterwards be amply repa�d. If �t rema�ns a wh�le uncerta�n to whom
the mer�t belongs, some one more va�n than yourself w�ll be
encouraged to cla�m �t, and then even envy w�ll be d�sposed to do



you just�ce by pluck�ng those assumed feathers, and restor�ng them
to the�r r�ght owner.

Th�s l�brary afforded me the means of �mprovement by constant
study, for wh�ch I set apart an hour or two each day, and thus repa�r'd
�n some degree the loss of the learned educat�on my father once
�ntended for me. Read�ng was the only amusement I allow'd myself. I
spent no t�me �n taverns, games, or frol�cks of any k�nd; and my
�ndustry �n my bus�ness cont�nu'd as �ndefat�gable as �t was
necessary. I was �ndebted for my pr�nt�ng-house; I had a young
fam�ly com�ng on to be educated, and I had to contend w�th for
bus�ness two pr�nters, who were establ�shed �n the place before me.
My c�rcumstances, however, grew da�ly eas�er. My or�g�nal hab�ts of
frugal�ty cont�nu�ng, and my father hav�ng, among h�s �nstruct�ons to
me when a boy, frequently repeated a proverb of Solomon, "Seest
thou a man d�l�gent �n h�s call�ng, he shall stand before k�ngs, he
shall not stand before mean men," I from thence cons�dered �ndustry
as a means of obta�n�ng wealth and d�st�nct�on, wh�ch encourag'd
me, tho' I d�d not th�nk that I should ever l�terally stand before k�ngs,
wh�ch, however, has s�nce happened; for I have stood before f�ve,
and even had the honor of s�tt�ng down w�th one, the K�ng of
Denmark, to d�nner.

We have an Engl�sh proverb that says, "He that would thr�ve, must
ask h�s w�fe." It was lucky for me that I had one as much d�spos'd to
�ndustry and frugal�ty as myself. She ass�sted me cheerfully �n my
bus�ness, fold�ng and st�tch�ng pamphlets, tend�ng shop, purchas�ng
old l�nen rags for the papermakers, etc., etc. We kept no �dle
servants, our table was pla�n and s�mple, our furn�ture of the
cheapest. For �nstance, my breakfast was a long t�me bread and m�lk
(no tea), and I ate �t out of a twopenny earthen porr�nger, w�th a
pewter spoon. But mark how luxury w�ll enter fam�l�es, and make a
progress, �n sp�te of pr�nc�ple: be�ng call'd one morn�ng to breakfast, I
found �t �n a Ch�na bowl, w�th a spoon of s�lver! They had been
bought for me w�thout my knowledge by my w�fe, and had cost her
the enormous sum of three-and-twenty sh�ll�ngs, for wh�ch she had
no other excuse or apology to make, but that she thought her



husband deserv'd a s�lver spoon and Ch�na bowl as well as any of
h�s ne�ghbors. Th�s was the f�rst appearance of plate and Ch�na �n
our house, wh�ch afterward, �n a course of years, as our wealth
�ncreas'd, augmented gradually to several hundred pounds �n value.

I had been rel�g�ously educated as a Presbyter�an; and tho' some
of the dogmas of that persuas�on, such as the eternal decrees of
God, elect�on, reprobat�on, etc., appeared to me un�ntell�g�ble, others
doubtful, and I early absented myself from the publ�c assembl�es of
the sect, Sunday be�ng my study�ng day, I never was w�thout some
rel�g�ous pr�nc�ples. I never doubted, for �nstance, the ex�stence of
the De�ty; that he made the world, and govern'd �t by h�s Prov�dence;
that the most acceptable serv�ce of God was the do�ng good to man;
that our souls are �mmortal; and that all cr�me w�ll be pun�shed, and
v�rtue rewarded, e�ther here or hereafter. These I esteem'd the
essent�als of every rel�g�on; and, be�ng to be found �n all the rel�g�ons
we had �n our country, I respected them all, tho' w�th d�fferent
degrees of respect, as I found them more or less m�x'd w�th other
art�cles, wh�ch, w�thout any tendency to �nsp�re, promote, or conf�rm
moral�ty, serv'd pr�nc�pally to d�v�de us, and make us unfr�endly to
one another. Th�s respect to all, w�th an op�n�on that the worst had
some good effects, �nduc'd me to avo�d all d�scourse that m�ght tend
to lessen the good op�n�on another m�ght have of h�s own rel�g�on;
and as our prov�nce �ncreas'd �n people, and new places of worsh�p
were cont�nually wanted, and generally erected by voluntary
contr�but�ons, my m�te for such purpose, whatever m�ght be the sect,
was never refused.

Tho' I seldom attended any publ�c worsh�p, I had st�ll an op�n�on of
�ts propr�ety, and of �ts ut�l�ty when r�ghtly conducted, and I regularly
pa�d my annual subscr�pt�on for the support of the only Presbyter�an
m�n�ster or meet�ng we had �n Ph�ladelph�a. He us'd to v�s�t me
somet�mes as a fr�end, and admon�sh me to attend h�s
adm�n�strat�ons, and I was now and then preva�l'd on to do so, once
for f�ve Sundays success�vely. Had he been �n my op�n�on a good
preacher, perhaps I m�ght have cont�nued, notw�thstand�ng the
occas�on I had for the Sunday's le�sure �n my course of study; but h�s



d�scourses were ch�efly e�ther polem�c arguments, or expl�cat�ons of
the pecul�ar doctr�nes of our sect, and were all to me very dry,
un�nterest�ng, and uned�fy�ng, s�nce not a s�ngle moral pr�nc�ple was
�nculcated or enforc'd, the�r a�m seem�ng to be rather to make us
Presbyter�ans than good c�t�zens.

At length he took for h�s text that verse of the fourth chapter of
Ph�l�pp�ans, "F�nally, brethren, whatsoever th�ngs are true, honest,
just, pure, lovely, or of good report, �f there be any v�rtue, or any
pra�se, th�nk on these th�ngs." And I �mag�n'd, �n a sermon on such a
text, we could not m�ss of hav�ng some moral�ty. But he conf�n'd
h�mself to f�ve po�nts only, as meant by the apostle, v�z.: 1. Keep�ng
holy the Sabbath day. 2. Be�ng d�l�gent �n read�ng the holy Scr�ptures.
3. Attend�ng duly the publ�ck worsh�p. 4. Partak�ng of the Sacrament.
5. Pay�ng a due respect to God's m�n�sters. These m�ght be all good
th�ngs; but, as they were not the k�nd of good th�ngs that I expected
from that text, I despa�red of ever meet�ng w�th them from any other,
was d�sgusted, and attended h�s preach�ng no more. I had some
years before compos'd a l�ttle L�turgy, or form of prayer, for my own
pr�vate use (v�z., �n 1728), ent�tled, Art�cles of Bel�ef and Acts of
Rel�g�on. I return'd to the use of th�s, and went no more to the publ�c
assembl�es. My conduct m�ght be blameable, but I leave �t, w�thout
attempt�ng further to excuse �t; my present purpose be�ng to relate
facts, and not to make apolog�es for them.

It was about th�s t�me I conce�v'd the bold and arduous project of
arr�v�ng at moral perfect�on. I w�sh'd to l�ve w�thout comm�tt�ng any
fault at any t�me; I would conquer all that e�ther natural �ncl�nat�on,
custom, or company m�ght lead me �nto. As I knew, or thought I
knew, what was r�ght and wrong, I d�d not see why I m�ght not always
do the one and avo�d the other. But I soon found I had undertaken a
task of more d�ff�culty than I had �mag�ned. Wh�le my care was
employ'd �n guard�ng aga�nst one fault, I was often surpr�sed by
another; hab�t took the advantage of �nattent�on; �ncl�nat�on was
somet�mes too strong for reason. I concluded, at length, that the
mere speculat�ve conv�ct�on that �t was our �nterest to be completely
v�rtuous, was not suff�c�ent to prevent our sl�pp�ng; and that the



contrary hab�ts must be broken, and good ones acqu�red and
establ�shed, before we can have any dependence on a steady,
un�form rect�tude of conduct. For th�s purpose I therefore contr�ved
the follow�ng method.

In the var�ous enumerat�ons of the moral v�rtues I had met w�th �n
my read�ng, I found the catalogue more or less numerous, as
d�fferent wr�ters �ncluded more or fewer �deas under the same name.
Temperance, for example, was by some conf�ned to eat�ng and
dr�nk�ng, wh�le by others �t was extended to mean the moderat�ng
every other pleasure, appet�te, �ncl�nat�on, or pass�on, bod�ly or
mental, even to our avar�ce and amb�t�on. I propos'd to myself, for
the sake of clearness, to use rather more names, w�th fewer �deas
annex'd to each, than a few names w�th more �deas; and I �ncluded
under th�rteen names of v�rtues all that at that t�me occurr'd to me as
necessary or des�rable, and annexed to each a short precept, wh�ch
fully express'd the extent I gave to �ts mean�ng.

These names of v�rtues, w�th the�r precepts, were:

1. T���������.

Eat not to dullness; dr�nk not to elevat�on.

2. S������.

Speak not but what may benef�t others or yourself; avo�d tr�fl�ng
conversat�on.

3. O����.

Let all your th�ngs have the�r places; let each part of your
bus�ness have �ts t�me.

4. R���������.

Resolve to perform what you ought; perform w�thout fa�l what
you resolve.



5. F��������.

Make no expense but to do good to others or yourself; �.e.,
waste noth�ng.

6. I�������.

Lose no t�me; be always employ'd �n someth�ng useful; cut off all
unnecessary act�ons.

7. S��������.

Use no hurtful dece�t; th�nk �nnocently and justly, and, �f you
speak, speak accord�ngly.

8. J������.

Wrong none by do�ng �njur�es, or om�tt�ng the benef�ts that are
your duty.

9. M���������.

Avo�d extreams; forbear resent�ng �njur�es so much as you th�nk
they deserve.

10. C����������.

Tolerate no uncleanl�ness �n body, cloaths, or hab�tat�on.

11. T�����������.

Be not d�sturbed at tr�fles, or at acc�dents common or
unavo�dable.

12. C�������.

Rarely use venery but for health or offspr�ng, never to dulness,
weakness, or the �njury of your own or another's peace or
reputat�on.



13. H�������.

Im�tate Jesus and Socrates.

My �ntent�on be�ng to acqu�re the hab�tude of all these v�rtues, I
judg'd �t would be well not to d�stract my attent�on by attempt�ng the
whole at once, but to f�x �t on one of them at a t�me; and, when I
should be master of that, then to proceed to another, and so on, t�ll I
should have gone thro' the th�rteen; and, as the prev�ous acqu�s�t�on
of some m�ght fac�l�tate the acqu�s�t�on of certa�n others, I arrang'd
them w�th that v�ew, as they stand above. Temperance f�rst, as �t
tends to procure that coolness and clearness of head, wh�ch �s so
necessary where constant v�g�lance was to be kept up, and guard
ma�nta�ned aga�nst the unrem�tt�ng attract�on of anc�ent hab�ts, and
the force of perpetual temptat�ons. Th�s be�ng acqu�r'd and
establ�sh'd, S�lence would be more easy; and my des�re be�ng to
ga�n knowledge at the same t�me that I �mprov'd �n v�rtue, and
cons�der�ng that �n conversat�on �t was obta�n'd rather by the use of
the ears than of the tongue, and therefore w�sh�ng to break a hab�t I
was gett�ng �nto of prattl�ng, punn�ng, and jok�ng, wh�ch only made
me acceptable to tr�fl�ng company, I gave S�lence the second place.
Th�s and the next, Order, I expected would allow me more t�me for
attend�ng to my project and my stud�es. Resolut�on, once become
hab�tual, would keep me f�rm �n my endeavors to obta�n all the
subsequent v�rtues; Frugal�ty and Industry free�ng me from my
rema�n�ng debt, and produc�ng affluence and �ndependence, would
make more easy the pract�ce of S�ncer�ty and Just�ce, etc., etc.
Conce�v�ng then, that, agreeably to the adv�ce of Pythagoras �n h�s
Golden Verses, da�ly exam�nat�on would be necessary, I contr�ved
the follow�ng method for conduct�ng that exam�nat�on.

I made a l�ttle book, �n wh�ch I allotted a page for each of the
v�rtues. I rul'd each page w�th red �nk, so as to have seven columns,
one for each day of the week, mark�ng each column w�th a letter for
the day. I cross'd these columns w�th th�rteen red l�nes, mark�ng the
beg�nn�ng of each l�ne w�th the f�rst letter of one of the v�rtues, on
wh�ch l�ne, and �n �ts proper column, I m�ght mark, by a l�ttle black



spot, every fault I found upon exam�nat�on to have been comm�tted
respect�ng that v�rtue upon that day.

Form of the pages.

TEMPERANCE.
��� ��� �� �������;

����� ��� �� ���������.
S. M. T. W. T. F. S.

T.
S. • • • •
O. •• • • • • •
R. • •
F. • •
I. •
S.
J.
M.
C.
T.
C.
H.

I determ�ned to g�ve a week's str�ct attent�on to each of the v�rtues
success�vely. Thus, �n the f�rst week, my great guard was to avo�d
every the least offence aga�nst Temperance, leav�ng the other v�rtues
to the�r ord�nary chance, only mark�ng every even�ng the faults of the
day. Thus, �f �n the f�rst week I could keep my f�rst l�ne, marked T,
clear of spots, I suppos'd the hab�t of that v�rtue so much
strengthen'd, and �ts oppos�te weaken'd, that I m�ght venture
extend�ng my attent�on to �nclude the next, and for the follow�ng
week keep both l�nes clear of spots. Proceed�ng thus to the last, I
could go thro' a course compleat �n th�rteen weeks, and four courses
�n a year. And l�ke h�m who, hav�ng a garden to weed, does not



attempt to erad�cate all the bad herbs at once, wh�ch would exceed
h�s reach and h�s strength, but works on one of the beds at a t�me,
and, hav�ng accompl�sh'd the f�rst, proceeds to a second, so I should
have, I hoped, the encourag�ng pleasure of see�ng on my pages the
progress I made �n v�rtue, by clear�ng success�vely my l�nes of the�r
spots, t�ll �n the end, by a number of courses, I should be happy �n
v�ew�ng a clean book, after a th�rteen weeks' da�ly exam�nat�on.

Th�s my l�ttle book had for �ts motto these l�nes from Add�son's
Cato:



"Here w�ll I hold. If there's a power above us
(And that there �s, all nature cr�es aloud
Thro' all her works), He must del�ght �n v�rtue;
And that wh�ch he del�ghts �n must be happy."

Another from C�cero,

"O v�tæ Ph�losoph�a dux! O v�rtutum �ndagatr�x expultr�xque v�t�orum! Unus d�es,
bene et ex præcept�s tu�s actus, peccant� �mmortal�tat� est anteponendus."

Another from the Proverbs of Solomon, speak�ng of w�sdom or
v�rtue:

"Length of days �s �n her r�ght hand, and �n her left hand r�ches and honour. Her
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace." ���. 16, 17.

And conce�v�ng God to be the founta�n of w�sdom, I thought �t r�ght
and necessary to sol�c�t h�s ass�stance for obta�n�ng �t; to th�s end I
formed the follow�ng l�ttle prayer, wh�ch was pref�x'd to my tables of
exam�nat�on, for da�ly use.

"O powerful Goodness! bount�ful Father! merc�ful Gu�de! Increase �n me that
w�sdom wh�ch d�scovers my truest �nterest. Strengthen my resolut�ons to perform
what that w�sdom d�ctates. Accept my k�nd off�ces to thy other ch�ldren as the only
return �n my power for thy cont�nual favors to me."

I used also somet�mes a l�ttle prayer wh�ch I took from Thomson's
Poems, v�z.:

"Father of l�ght and l�fe, thou Good Supreme!
O teach me what �s good; teach me Thyself!
Save me from folly, van�ty, and v�ce,
From every low pursu�t; and f�ll my soul
W�th knowledge, consc�ous peace, and v�rtue pure;
Sacred, substant�al, never-fad�ng bl�ss!"

The precept of Order requ�r�ng that every part of my bus�ness
should have �ts allotted t�me, one page �n my l�ttle book conta�n'd the
follow�ng scheme of employment for the twenty-four hours of a
natural day:



T��
M������.
Quest�on.
What
good
shall I do
th�s day?

5
6

7

R�se, wash, and address
Powerful Goodness!
Contr�ve day's bus�ness,
and take the resolut�on of
the day; prosecute the
present study, and
breakfast.

8
9

10
11

Work.

N���. 12
1

Read, or overlook my
accounts, and d�ne.

2
3
4
5

Work.

E������.
Quest�on.
What
good
have I
done to-
day?

6
7
8
9

Put th�ngs �n the�r places.
Supper. Mus�c or d�vers�on,
or conversat�on.
Exam�nat�on of the day.

N����.

10
11
12

1
2
3
4

Sleep.

I enter'd upon the execut�on of th�s plan for self-exam�nat�on, and
cont�nu'd �t w�th occas�onal �nterm�ss�ons for some t�me. I was
surpr�s'd to f�nd myself so much fuller of faults than I had �mag�ned;
but I had the sat�sfact�on of see�ng them d�m�n�sh. To avo�d the
trouble of renew�ng now and then my l�ttle book, wh�ch, by scrap�ng
out the marks on the paper of old faults to make room for new ones
�n a new course, became full of holes, I transferr'd my tables and
precepts to the �vory leaves of a memorandum book, on wh�ch the
l�nes were drawn w�th red �nk, that made a durable sta�n, and on



those l�nes I mark'd my faults w�th a black-lead penc�l, wh�ch marks I
could eas�ly w�pe out w�th a wet sponge. After a wh�le I went thro'
one course only �n a year, and afterward only one �n several years,
t�ll at length I om�tted them ent�rely, be�ng employ'd �n voyages and
bus�ness abroad, w�th a mult�pl�c�ty of affa�rs that �nterfered; but I
always carr�ed my l�ttle book w�th me.

My scheme of O���� gave me the most trouble; and I found that,
tho' �t m�ght be pract�cable where a man's bus�ness was such as to
leave h�m the d�spos�t�on of h�s t�me, that of a journeyman pr�nter, for
�nstance, �t was not poss�ble to be exactly observed by a master,
who must m�x w�th the world, and often rece�ve people of bus�ness at
the�r own hours. Order, too, w�th regard to places for th�ngs, papers,
etc., I found extreamly d�ff�cult to acqu�re. I had not been early
accustomed to �t, and, hav�ng an exceed�ng good memory, I was not
so sens�ble of the �nconven�ence attend�ng want of method. Th�s
art�cle, therefore, cost me so much pa�nful attent�on, and my faults �n
�t vexed me so much, and I made so l�ttle progress �n amendment,
and had such frequent relapses, that I was almost ready to g�ve up
the attempt, and content myself w�th a faulty character �n that
respect, l�ke the man who, �n buy�ng an ax of a sm�th, my ne�ghbour,
des�red to have the whole of �ts surface as br�ght as the edge. The
sm�th consented to gr�nd �t br�ght for h�m �f he would turn the wheel;
he turn'd, wh�le the sm�th press'd the broad face of the ax hard and
heav�ly on the stone, wh�ch made the turn�ng of �t very fat�gu�ng. The
man came every now and then from the wheel to see how the work
went on, and at length would take h�s ax as �t was, w�thout farther
gr�nd�ng. "No," sa�d the sm�th, "turn on, turn on; we shall have �t
br�ght by-and-by; as yet, �t �s only speckled." "Yes," sa�d the man,
"but I th�nk I l�ke a speckled ax best." And I bel�eve th�s may have
been the case w�th many, who, hav�ng, for want of some such means
as I employ'd, found the d�ff�culty of obta�n�ng good and break�ng bad
hab�ts �n other po�nts of v�ce and v�rtue, have g�ven up the struggle,
and concluded that "a speckled ax was best"; for someth�ng, that
pretended to be reason, was every now and then suggest�ng to me
that such extream n�cety as I exacted of myself m�ght be a k�nd of
foppery �n morals, wh�ch, �f �t were known, would make me



r�d�culous; that a perfect character m�ght be attended w�th the
�nconven�ence of be�ng env�ed and hated; and that a benevolent
man should allow a few faults �n h�mself, to keep h�s fr�ends �n
countenance.

In truth, I found myself �ncorr�g�ble w�th respect to Order; and now I
am grown old, and my memory bad, I feel very sens�bly the want of
�t. But, on the whole, tho' I never arr�ved at the perfect�on I had been
so amb�t�ous of obta�n�ng, but fell far short of �t, yet I was, by the
endeavour, a better and a happ�er man than I otherw�se should have
been �f I had not attempted �t; as those who a�m at perfect wr�t�ng by
�m�tat�ng the engraved cop�es, tho' they never reach the w�sh'd-for
excellence of those cop�es, the�r hand �s mended by the endeavor,
and �s tolerable wh�le �t cont�nues fa�r and leg�ble.

It may be well my poster�ty should be �nformed that to th�s l�ttle
art�f�ce, w�th the bless�ng of God, the�r ancestor ow'd the constant
fel�c�ty of h�s l�fe, down to h�s 79th year, �n wh�ch th�s �s wr�tten. What
reverses may attend the rema�nder �s �n the hand of Prov�dence; but,
�f they arr�ve, the reflect�on on past happ�ness enjoy'd ought to help
h�s bear�ng them w�th more res�gnat�on. To Temperance he ascr�bes
h�s long-cont�nued health, and what �s st�ll left to h�m of a good
const�tut�on; to Industry and Frugal�ty, the early eas�ness of h�s
c�rcumstances and acqu�s�t�on of h�s fortune, w�th all that knowledge
that enabled h�m to be a useful c�t�zen, and obta�ned for h�m some
degree of reputat�on among the learned; to S�ncer�ty and Just�ce, the
conf�dence of h�s country, and the honorable employs �t conferred
upon h�m; and to the jo�nt �nfluence of the whole mass of the v�rtues,
even �n the �mperfect state he was able to acqu�re them, all that
evenness of temper, and that cheerfulness �n conversat�on, wh�ch
makes h�s company st�ll sought for, and agreeable even to h�s
younger acqua�ntance. I hope, therefore, that some of my
descendants may follow the example and reap the benef�t.

It w�ll be remark'd that, tho' my scheme was not wholly w�thout
rel�g�on, there was �n �t no mark of any of the d�st�ngu�sh�ng tenets of
any part�cular sect. I had purposely avo�ded them; for, be�ng fully



persuaded of the ut�l�ty and excellency of my method, and that �t
m�ght be serv�ceable to people �n all rel�g�ons, and �ntend�ng some
t�me or other to publ�sh �t, I would not have any th�ng �n �t that should
prejud�ce any one, of any sect, aga�nst �t. I purposed wr�t�ng a l�ttle
comment on each v�rtue, �n wh�ch I would have shown the
advantages of possess�ng �t, and the m�sch�efs attend�ng �ts oppos�te
v�ce; and I should have called my book T�� A�� �� V�����, [7]

because �t would have shown the means and manner of obta�n�ng
v�rtue, wh�ch would have d�st�ngu�shed �t from the mere exhortat�on
to be good, that does not �nstruct and �nd�cate the means, but �s l�ke
the apostle's man of verbal char�ty, who only w�thout show�ng to the
naked and hungry how or where they m�ght get clothes or v�ctuals,
exhorted them to be fed and clothed.—James ��. 15, 16.

[7] Noth�ng so l�kely to make a man's fortune as v�rtue.—[Marg.
note.]

But �t so happened that my �ntent�on of wr�t�ng and publ�sh�ng th�s
comment was never fulf�lled. I d�d, �ndeed, from t�me to t�me, put
down short h�nts of the sent�ments, reason�ngs, etc., to be made use
of �n �t, some of wh�ch I have st�ll by me; but the necessary close
attent�on to pr�vate bus�ness �n the earl�er part of my l�fe, and publ�c
bus�ness s�nce, have occas�oned my postpon�ng �t; for, �t be�ng
connected �n my m�nd w�th a great and extens�ve project, that
requ�red the whole man to execute, and wh�ch an unforeseen
success�on of employs prevented my attend�ng to, �t has h�therto
rema�n'd unf�n�sh'd.

In th�s p�ece �t was my des�gn to expla�n and enforce th�s doctr�ne,
that v�c�ous act�ons are not hurtful because they are forb�dden, but
forb�dden because they are hurtful, the nature of man alone
cons�dered; that �t was, therefore, every one's �nterest to be v�rtuous
who w�sh'd to be happy even �n th�s world; and I should, from th�s
c�rcumstance (there be�ng always �n the world a number of r�ch
merchants, nob�l�ty, states, and pr�nces, who have need of honest
�nstruments for the management of the�r affa�rs, and such be�ng so
rare), have endeavored to conv�nce young persons that no qual�t�es



were so l�kely to make a poor man's fortune as those of prob�ty and
�ntegr�ty.

My l�st of v�rtues conta�n'd at f�rst but twelve; but a Quaker fr�end
hav�ng k�ndly �nformed me that I was generally thought proud; that
my pr�de show'd �tself frequently �n conversat�on; that I was not
content w�th be�ng �n the r�ght when d�scuss�ng any po�nt, but was
overbear�ng, and rather �nsolent, of wh�ch he conv�nc'd me by
ment�on�ng several �nstances; I determ�ned endeavour�ng to cure
myself, �f I could, of th�s v�ce or folly among the rest, and I added
Hum�l�ty to my l�st, g�v�ng an extens�ve mean�ng to the word.

I cannot boast of much success �n acqu�r�ng the real�ty of th�s
v�rtue, but I had a good deal w�th regard to the appearance of �t. I
made �t a rule to forbear all d�rect contrad�ct�on to the sent�ments of
others, and all pos�t�ve assert�on of my own. I even forb�d myself,
agreeably to the old laws of our Junto, the use of every word or
express�on �n the language that �mported a f�x'd op�n�on, such as
certa�nly, undoubtedly, etc., and I adopted, �nstead of them, I
conce�ve, I apprehend, or I �mag�ne a th�ng to be so or so; or �t so
appears to me at present. When another asserted someth�ng that I
thought an error, I deny'd myself the pleasure of contrad�ct�ng h�m
abruptly, and of show�ng �mmed�ately some absurd�ty �n h�s
propos�t�on; and �n answer�ng I began by observ�ng that �n certa�n
cases or c�rcumstances h�s op�n�on would be r�ght, but �n the present
case there appear'd or seem'd to me some d�fference, etc. I soon
found the advantage of th�s change �n my manner; the conversat�ons
I engag'd �n went on more pleasantly. The modest way �n wh�ch I
propos'd my op�n�ons procur'd them a read�er recept�on and less
contrad�ct�on; I had less mort�f�cat�on when I was found to be �n the
wrong, and I more eas�ly preva�l'd w�th others to g�ve up the�r
m�stakes and jo�n w�th me when I happened to be �n the r�ght.

And th�s mode, wh�ch I at f�rst put on w�th some v�olence to natural
�ncl�nat�on, became at length so easy, and so hab�tual to me, that
perhaps for these f�fty years past no one has ever heard a
dogmat�cal express�on escape me. And to th�s hab�t (after my



character of �ntegr�ty) I th�nk �t pr�nc�pally ow�ng that I had early so
much we�ght w�th my fellow-c�t�zens when I proposed new
�nst�tut�ons, or alterat�ons �n the old, and so much �nfluence �n publ�c
counc�ls when I became a member; for I was but a bad speaker,
never eloquent, subject to much hes�tat�on �n my cho�ce of words,
hardly correct �n language, and yet I generally carr�ed my po�nts.

In real�ty, there �s, perhaps, no one of our natural pass�ons so hard
to subdue as pr�de. D�sgu�se �t, struggle w�th �t, beat �t down, st�fle �t,
mort�fy �t as much as one pleases, �t �s st�ll al�ve, and w�ll every now
and then peep out and show �tself; you w�ll see �t, perhaps, often �n
th�s h�story; for, even �f I could conce�ve that I had compleatly
overcome �t, I should probably be proud of my hum�l�ty.

[Thus far wr�tten at Passy, 1784.]

["I am now about to wr�te at home, August, 1788, but can not
have the help expected from my papers, many of them
be�ng lost �n the war. I have, however, found the follow�ng."]
[8]

H����� ment�oned a great and extens�ve project wh�ch I had
conce�v'd, �t seems proper that some account should be here g�ven
of that project and �ts object. Its f�rst r�se �n my m�nd appears �n the
follow�ng l�ttle paper, acc�dentally preserv'd, v�z.:

[8] Th�s �s a marg�nal memorandum.—B.

Observat�ons on my read�ng h�story, �n L�brary, May 19th, 1731.

"That the great affa�rs of the world, the wars, revolut�ons, etc., are
carr�ed on and affected by part�es.

"That the v�ew of these part�es �s the�r present general �nterest, or
what they take to be such.



"That the d�fferent v�ews of these d�fferent part�es occas�on all
confus�on.

"That wh�le a party �s carry�ng on a general des�gn, each man has
h�s part�cular pr�vate �nterest �n v�ew.

"That as soon as a party has ga�n'd �ts general po�nt, each
member becomes �ntent upon h�s part�cular �nterest; wh�ch, thwart�ng
others, breaks that party �nto d�v�s�ons, and occas�ons more
confus�on.

"That few �n publ�c affa�rs act from a meer v�ew of the good of the�r
country, whatever they may pretend; and, tho' the�r act�ngs br�ng real
good to the�r country, yet men pr�mar�ly cons�dered that the�r own
and the�r country's �nterest was un�ted, and d�d not act from a
pr�nc�ple of benevolence.

"That fewer st�ll, �n publ�c affa�rs, act w�th a v�ew to the good of
mank�nd.

"There seems to me at present to be great occas�on for ra�s�ng a
Un�ted Party for V�rtue, by form�ng the v�rtuous and good men of all
nat�ons �nto a regular body, to be govern'd by su�table good and w�se
rules, wh�ch good and w�se men may probably be more unan�mous
�n the�r obed�ence to, than common people are to common laws.

"I at present th�nk that whoever attempts th�s ar�ght, and �s well
qual�f�ed, can not fa�l of pleas�ng God, and of meet�ng w�th success.

B. F."

Revolv�ng th�s project �n my m�nd, as to be undertaken hereafter,
when my c�rcumstances should afford me the necessary le�sure, I
put down from t�me to t�me, on p�eces of paper, such thoughts as
occurr'd to me respect�ng �t. Most of these are lost; but I f�nd one
purport�ng to be the substance of an �ntended creed, conta�n�ng, as I
thought, the essent�als of every known rel�g�on, and be�ng free of



every th�ng that m�ght shock the professors of any rel�g�on. It �s
express'd �n these words, v�z.:

"That there �s one God, who made all th�ngs.

"That he governs the world by h�s prov�dence.

"That he ought to be worsh�ped by adorat�on, prayer, and
thanksg�v�ng.

"But that the most acceptable serv�ce of God �s do�ng good to
man.

"That the soul �s �mmortal.

"And that God w�ll certa�nly reward v�rtue and pun�sh v�ce, e�ther
here or hereafter." [9]

[9] In the M�ddle Ages, Frankl�n, �f such a phenomenon as
Frankl�n were poss�ble �n the M�ddle Ages, would probably have
been the founder of a monast�c order.—B.

My �deas at that t�me were, that the sect should be begun and
spread at f�rst among young and s�ngle men only; that each person
to be �n�t�ated should not only declare h�s assent to such creed, but
should have exerc�sed h�mself w�th the th�rteen weeks' exam�nat�on
and pract�ce of the v�rtues, as �n the before-ment�on'd model; that the
ex�stence of such a soc�ety should be kept a secret, t�ll �t was
become cons�derable, to prevent sol�c�tat�ons for the adm�ss�on of
�mproper persons, but that the members should each of them search
among h�s acqua�ntance for �ngenuous, well-d�sposed youths, to
whom, w�th prudent caut�on, the scheme should be gradually
commun�cated; that the members should engage to afford the�r
adv�ce, ass�stance, and support to each other �n promot�ng one
another's �nterests, bus�ness, and advancement �n l�fe; that, for
d�st�nct�on, we should be call'd The Soc�ety of the Free and Easy:
free, as be�ng, by the general pract�ce and hab�t of the v�rtues, free
from the dom�n�on of v�ce; and part�cularly by the pract�ce of �ndustry



and frugal�ty, free from debt, wh�ch exposes a man to conf�nement,
and a spec�es of slavery to h�s cred�tors.

Th�s �s as much as I can now recollect of the project, except that I
commun�cated �t �n part to two young men, who adopted �t w�th some
enthus�asm; but my then narrow c�rcumstances, and the necess�ty I
was under of st�ck�ng close to my bus�ness, occas�on'd my
postpon�ng the further prosecut�on of �t at that t�me; and my
mult�far�ous occupat�ons, publ�c and pr�vate, �nduc'd me to cont�nue
postpon�ng, so that �t has been om�tted t�ll I have no longer strength
or act�v�ty left suff�c�ent for such an enterpr�se; tho' I am st�ll of
op�n�on that �t was a pract�cable scheme, and m�ght have been very
useful, by form�ng a great number of good c�t�zens; and I was not
d�scourag'd by the seem�ng magn�tude of the undertak�ng, as I have
always thought that one man of tolerable ab�l�t�es may work great
changes, and accompl�sh great affa�rs among mank�nd, �f he f�rst
forms a good plan, and, cutt�ng off all amusements or other
employments that would d�vert h�s attent�on, makes the execut�on of
that same plan h�s sole study and bus�ness.

In 1732 I f�rst publ�sh'd my Almanack, under the name of R�chard
Saunders; �t was cont�nu'd by me about twenty-f�ve years, commonly
call'd Poor R�chard's Almanac. I endeavor'd to make �t both
enterta�n�ng and useful, and �t accord�ngly came to be �n such
demand, that I reap'd cons�derable prof�t from �t, vend�ng annually
near ten thousand. And observ�ng that �t was generally read, scarce
any ne�ghborhood �n the prov�nce be�ng w�thout �t, I cons�der'd �t as a
proper veh�cle for convey�ng �nstruct�on among the common people,
who bought scarcely any other books; I therefore f�lled all the l�ttle
spaces that occurr'd between the remarkable days �n the calendar
w�th proverb�al sentences, ch�efly such as �nculcated �ndustry and
frugal�ty, as the means of procur�ng wealth, and thereby secur�ng
v�rtue; �t be�ng more d�ff�cult for a man �n want, to act always
honestly, as, to use here one of those proverbs, �t �s hard for an
empty sack to stand upr�ght.



These proverbs, wh�ch conta�ned the w�sdom of many ages and
nat�ons, I assembled and form'd �nto a connected d�scourse pref�x'd
to the Almanack of 1757, as the harangue of a w�se old man to the
people attend�ng an auct�on. The br�ng�ng all these scatter'd
counsels thus �nto a focus enabled them to make greater �mpress�on.
The p�ece, be�ng un�versally approved, was cop�ed �n all the
newspapers of the Cont�nent; repr�nted �n Br�ta�n on a broad s�de, to
be stuck up �n houses; two translat�ons were made of �t �n French,
and great numbers bought by the clergy and gentry, to d�str�bute
grat�s among the�r poor par�sh�oners and tenants. In Pennsylvan�a,
as �t d�scouraged useless expense �n fore�gn superflu�t�es, some
thought �t had �ts share of �nfluence �n produc�ng that grow�ng plenty
of money wh�ch was observable for several years after �ts
publ�cat�on.

I cons�dered my newspaper, also, as another means of
commun�cat�ng �nstruct�on, and �n that v�ew frequently repr�nted �n �t
extracts from the Spectator, and other moral wr�ters; and somet�mes
publ�sh'd l�ttle p�eces of my own, wh�ch had been f�rst compos'd for
read�ng �n our Junto. Of these are a Socrat�c d�alogue, tend�ng to
prove that, whatever m�ght be h�s parts and ab�l�t�es, a v�c�ous man
could not properly be called a man of sense; and a d�scourse on self-
den�al, show�ng that v�rtue was not secure t�ll �ts pract�ce became a
hab�tude, and was free from the oppos�t�on of contrary �ncl�nat�ons.
These may be found �n the papers about the beg�nn�ng of 1735.

In the conduct of my newspaper, I carefully excluded all l�bell�ng
and personal abuse, wh�ch �s of late years become so d�sgraceful to
our country. Whenever I was sol�c�ted to �nsert anyth�ng of that k�nd,
and the wr�ters pleaded, as they generally d�d, the l�berty of the
press, and that a newspaper was l�ke a stage-coach, �n wh�ch any
one who would pay had a r�ght to a place, my answer was, that I
would pr�nt the p�ece separately �f des�red, and the author m�ght
have as many cop�es as he pleased to d�str�bute h�mself, but that I
would not take upon me to spread h�s detract�on; and that, hav�ng
contracted w�th my subscr�bers to furn�sh them w�th what m�ght be
e�ther useful or enterta�n�ng, I could not f�ll the�r papers w�th pr�vate



altercat�on, �n wh�ch they had no concern, w�thout do�ng them
man�fest �njust�ce. Now, many of our pr�nters make no scruple of
grat�fy�ng the mal�ce of �nd�v�duals by false accusat�ons of the fa�rest
characters among ourselves, augment�ng an�mos�ty even to the
produc�ng of duels; and are, moreover, so �nd�screet as to pr�nt
scurr�lous reflect�ons on the government of ne�ghbor�ng states, and
even on the conduct of our best nat�onal all�es, wh�ch may be
attended w�th the most pern�c�ous consequences. These th�ngs I
ment�on as a caut�on to young pr�nters, and that they may be
encouraged not to pollute the�r presses and d�sgrace the�r profess�on
by such �nfamous pract�ces, but refuse stead�ly, as they may see by
my example that such a course of conduct w�ll not, on the whole, be
�njur�ous to the�r �nterests.

In 1733 I sent one of my journeymen to Charleston, South
Carol�na, where a pr�nter was want�ng. I furn�sh'd h�m w�th a press
and letters, on an agreement of partnersh�p, by wh�ch I was to
rece�ve one-th�rd of the prof�ts of the bus�ness, pay�ng one-th�rd of
the expense. He was a man of learn�ng, and honest but �gnorant �n
matters of account; and, tho' he somet�mes made me rem�ttances, I
could get no account from h�m, nor any sat�sfactory state of our
partnersh�p wh�le he l�ved. On h�s decease, the bus�ness was
cont�nued by h�s w�dow, who, be�ng born and bred �n Holland, where,
as I have been �nform'd, the knowledge of accounts makes a part of
female educat�on, she not only sent me as clear a state as she could
f�nd of the transact�ons past, but cont�nued to account w�th the
greatest regular�ty and exactness every quarter afterwards, and
managed the bus�ness w�th such success, that she not only brought
up reputably a fam�ly of ch�ldren, but, at the exp�rat�on of the term,
was able to purchase of me the pr�nt�ng-house, and establ�sh her
son �n �t.

I ment�on th�s affa�r ch�efly for the sake of recommend�ng that
branch of educat�on for our young females, as l�kely to be of more
use to them and the�r ch�ldren, �n case of w�dowhood, than e�ther
mus�c or danc�ng, by preserv�ng them from losses by �mpos�t�on of
crafty men, and enabl�ng them to cont�nue, perhaps, a prof�table



mercant�le house, w�th establ�sh'd correspondence, t�ll a son �s
grown up f�t to undertake and go on w�th �t, to the last�ng advantage
and enr�ch�ng of the fam�ly.

About the year 1734 there arr�ved among us from Ireland a young
Presbyter�an preacher, named Hemph�ll, who del�vered w�th a good
vo�ce, and apparently extempore, most excellent d�scourses, wh�ch
drew together cons�derable numbers of d�fferent persuas�on, who
jo�n'd �n adm�r�ng them. Among the rest, I became one of h�s
constant hearers, h�s sermons pleas�ng me, as they had l�ttle of the
dogmat�cal k�nd, but �nculcated strongly the pract�ce of v�rtue, or
what �n the rel�g�ous st�le are called good works. Those, however, of
our congregat�on, who cons�dered themselves as orthodox
Presbyter�ans, d�sapprov'd h�s doctr�ne, and were jo�n'd by most of
the old clergy, who arra�gn'd h�m of heterodoxy before the synod, �n
order to have h�m s�lenc'd. I became h�s zealous part�san, and
contr�buted all I could to ra�se a party �n h�s favour, and we combated
for h�m a wh�le w�th some hopes of success. There was much
scr�bbl�ng pro and con upon the occas�on; and f�nd�ng that, tho' an
elegant preacher, he was but a poor wr�ter, I lent h�m my pen and
wrote for h�m two or three pamphlets, and one p�ece �n the Gazette
of Apr�l, 1735. Those pamphlets, as �s generally the case w�th
controvers�al wr�t�ngs, tho' eagerly read at the t�me, were soon out of
vogue, and I quest�on whether a s�ngle copy of them now ex�sts.

Dur�ng the contest an unlucky occurrence hurt h�s cause
exceed�ngly. One of our adversar�es hav�ng heard h�m preach a
sermon that was much adm�red, thought he had somewhere read
the sermon before, or at least a part of �t. On search he found that
part quoted at length, �n one of the Br�t�sh Rev�ews, from a d�scourse
of Dr. Foster's. Th�s detect�on gave many of our party d�sgust, who
accord�ngly abandoned h�s cause, and occas�on'd our more speedy
d�scomf�ture �n the synod. I stuck by h�m, however, as I rather
approv'd h�s g�v�ng us good sermons compos'd by others, than bad
ones of h�s own manufacture, tho' the latter was the pract�ce of our
common teachers. He afterward acknowledg'd to me that none of
those he preach'd were h�s own; add�ng, that h�s memory was such



as enabled h�m to reta�n and repeat any sermon after one read�ng
only. On our defeat, he left us �n search elsewhere of better fortune,
and I qu�tted the congregat�on, never jo�n�ng �t after, tho' I cont�nu'd
many years my subscr�pt�on for the support of �ts m�n�sters.

I had begun �n 1733 to study languages; I soon made myself so
much a master of the French as to be able to read the books w�th
ease. I then undertook the Ital�an. An acqua�ntance, who was also
learn�ng �t, us'd often to tempt me to play chess w�th h�m. F�nd�ng th�s
took up too much of the t�me I had to spare for study, I at length
refus'd to play any more, unless on th�s cond�t�on, that the v�ctor �n
every game should have a r�ght to �mpose a task, e�ther �n parts of
the grammar to be got by heart, or �n translat�ons, etc., wh�ch tasks
the vanqu�sh'd was to perform upon honour, before our next
meet�ng. As we play'd pretty equally, we thus beat one another �nto
that language. I afterwards w�th a l�ttle pa�nstak�ng, acqu�r'd as much
of the Span�sh as to read the�r books also.

I have already ment�on'd that I had only one year's �nstruct�on �n a
Lat�n school, and that when very young, after wh�ch I neglected that
language ent�rely. But, when I had atta�ned an acqua�ntance w�th the
French, Ital�an, and Span�sh, I was surpr�z'd to f�nd, on look�ng over
a Lat�n Testament, that I understood so much more of that language
than I had �mag�ned, wh�ch encouraged me to apply myself aga�n to
the study of �t, and I met w�th more success, as those preced�ng
languages had greatly smooth'd my way.

From these c�rcumstances, I have thought that there �s some
�ncons�stency �n our common mode of teach�ng languages. We are
told that �t �s proper to beg�n f�rst w�th the Lat�n, and, hav�ng acqu�r'd
that, �t w�ll be more easy to atta�n those modern languages wh�ch are
der�v'd from �t; and yet we do not beg�n w�th the Greek, �n order more
eas�ly to acqu�re the Lat�n. It �s true that, �f you can clamber and get
to the top of a sta�rcase w�thout us�ng the steps, you w�ll more eas�ly
ga�n them �n descend�ng; but certa�nly, �f you beg�n w�th the lowest
you w�ll w�th more ease ascend to the top; and I would therefore offer
�t to the cons�derat�on of those who super�ntend the educat�on of our



youth, whether, s�nce many of those who beg�n w�th the Lat�n qu�t the
same after spend�ng some years w�thout hav�ng made any great
prof�c�ency, and what they have learnt becomes almost useless, so
that the�r t�me has been lost, �t would not have been better to have
begun w�th the French, proceed�ng to the Ital�an, etc.; for, tho', after
spend�ng the same t�me, they should qu�t the study of languages and
never arr�ve at the Lat�n, they would, however, have acqu�red
another tongue or two, that, be�ng �n modern use, m�ght be
serv�ceable to them �n common l�fe.

After ten years' absence from Boston, and hav�ng become easy �n
my c�rcumstances, I made a journey th�ther to v�s�t my relat�ons,
wh�ch I could not sooner well afford. In return�ng, I call'd at Newport
to see my brother, then settled there w�th h�s pr�nt�ng-house. Our
former d�fferences were forgotten, and our meet�ng was very cord�al
and affect�onate. He was fast decl�n�ng �n h�s health, and requested
of me that, �n case of h�s death, wh�ch he apprehended not far
d�stant, I would take home h�s son, then but ten years of age, and
br�ng h�m up to the pr�nt�ng bus�ness. Th�s I accord�ngly perform'd,
send�ng h�m a few years to school before I took h�m �nto the off�ce.
H�s mother carr�ed on the bus�ness t�ll he was grown up, when I
ass�sted h�m w�th an assortment of new types, those of h�s father
be�ng �n a manner worn out. Thus �t was that I made my brother
ample amends for the serv�ce I had depr�v'd h�m of by leav�ng h�m so
early.

In 1736 I lost one of my sons, a f�ne boy of four years old, by the
small-pox, taken �n the common way. I long regretted b�tterly, and st�ll
regret that I had not g�ven �t to h�m by �noculat�on. Th�s I ment�on for
the sake of parents who om�t that operat�on, on the suppos�t�on that
they should never forg�ve themselves �f a ch�ld d�ed under �t; my
example show�ng that the regret may be the same e�ther way, and
that, therefore, the safer should be chosen.

Our club, the Junto, was found so useful, and afforded such
sat�sfact�on to the members, that several were des�rous of
�ntroduc�ng the�r fr�ends, wh�ch could not well be done w�thout



exceed�ng what we had settled as a conven�ent number, v�z., twelve.
We had from the beg�nn�ng made �t a rule to keep our �nst�tut�on a
secret, wh�ch was pretty well observ'd; the �ntent�on was to avo�d
appl�cat�ons of �mproper persons for adm�ttance, some of whom,
perhaps, we m�ght f�nd �t d�ff�cult to refuse. I was one of those who
were aga�nst any add�t�on to our number, but, �nstead of �t, made �n
wr�t�ng a proposal, that every member separately should endeavor to
form a subord�nate club, w�th the same rules respect�ng quer�es, etc.,
and w�thout �nform�ng them of the connect�on w�th the Junto. The
advantages proposed were, the �mprovement of so many more
young c�t�zens by the use of our �nst�tut�ons; our better acqua�ntance
w�th the general sent�ments of the �nhab�tants on any occas�on, as
the Junto member m�ght propose what quer�es we should des�re,
and was to report to the Junto what pass'd �n h�s separate club; the
promot�on of our part�cular �nterests �n bus�ness by more extens�ve
recommendat�on, and the �ncrease of our �nfluence �n publ�c affa�rs,
and our power of do�ng good by spread�ng thro' the several clubs the
sent�ments of the Junto.

The project was approv'd, and every member undertook to form
h�s club, but they d�d not all succeed. F�ve or s�x only were
compleated, wh�ch were called by d�fferent names, as the V�ne, the
Un�on, the Band, etc. They were useful to themselves, and afforded
us a good deal of amusement, �nformat�on, and �nstruct�on, bes�des
answer�ng, �n some cons�derable degree, our v�ews of �nfluenc�ng
the publ�c op�n�on on part�cular occas�ons, of wh�ch I shall g�ve some
�nstances �n course of t�me as they happened.

My f�rst promot�on was my be�ng chosen, �n 1736, clerk of the
General Assembly. The cho�ce was made that year w�thout
oppos�t�on; but the year follow�ng, when I was aga�n propos'd (the
cho�ce, l�ke that of the members, be�ng annual), a new member
made a long speech aga�nst me, �n order to favour some other
cand�date. I was, however, chosen, wh�ch was the more agreeable to
me, as, bes�des the pay for the �mmed�ate serv�ce as clerk, the place
gave me a better opportun�ty of keep�ng up an �nterest among the
members, wh�ch secur'd to me the bus�ness of pr�nt�ng the votes,



laws, paper money, and other occas�onal jobbs for the publ�c, that,
on the whole, were very prof�table.

I therefore d�d not l�ke the oppos�t�on of th�s new member, who was
a gentleman of fortune and educat�on, w�th talents that were l�kely to
g�ve h�m, �n t�me, great �nfluence �n the House, wh�ch, �ndeed,
afterwards happened. I d�d not, however, a�m at ga�n�ng h�s favour by
pay�ng any serv�le respect to h�m, but, after some t�me, took th�s
other method. Hav�ng heard that he had �n h�s l�brary a certa�n very
scarce and cur�ous book, I wrote a note to h�m, express�ng my des�re
of perus�ng that book, and request�ng he would do me the favour of
lend�ng �t to me for a few days. He sent �t �mmed�ately, and I return'd
�t �n about a week w�th another note, express�ng strongly my sense
of the favour. When we next met �n the House, he spoke to me
(wh�ch he had never done before), and w�th great c�v�l�ty; and he
ever after man�fested a read�ness to serve me on all occas�ons, so
that we became great fr�ends, and our fr�endsh�p cont�nued to h�s
death. Th�s �s another �nstance of the truth of an old max�m I had
learned, wh�ch says, "He that has once done you a k�ndness w�ll be
more ready to do you another, than he whom you yourself have
obl�ged." And �t shows how much more prof�table �t �s prudently to
remove, than to resent, return, and cont�nue �n�m�cal proceed�ngs.

In 1737, Colonel Spotswood, late governor of V�rg�n�a, and then
postmaster-general, be�ng d�ssat�sf�ed w�th the conduct of h�s deputy
at Ph�ladelph�a, respect�ng some negl�gence �n render�ng, and
�nexact�tude of h�s accounts, took from h�m the comm�ss�on and
offered �t to me. I accepted �t read�ly, and found �t of great advantage;
for, tho' the salary was small, �t fac�l�tated the correspondence that
�mprov'd my newspaper, �ncreas'd the number demanded, as well as
the advert�sements to be �nserted, so that �t came to afford me a
cons�derable �ncome. My old compet�tor's newspaper decl�n'd
proport�onably, and I was sat�sfy'd w�thout retal�at�ng h�s refusal,
wh�le postmaster, to perm�t my papers be�ng carr�ed by the r�ders.
Thus he suffer'd greatly from h�s neglect �n due account�ng; and I
ment�on �t as a lesson to those young men who may be employ'd �n
manag�ng affa�rs for others, that they should always render



accounts, and make rem�ttances, w�th great clearness and
punctual�ty. The character of observ�ng such a conduct �s the most
powerful of all recommendat�ons to new employments and �ncrease
of bus�ness.

I began now to turn my thoughts a l�ttle to publ�c affa�rs, beg�nn�ng,
however, w�th small matters. The c�ty watch was one of the f�rst
th�ngs that I conce�v'd to want regulat�on. It was managed by the
constables of the respect�ve wards �n turn; the constable warned a
number of housekeepers to attend h�m for the n�ght. Those who
chose never to attend pa�d h�m s�x sh�ll�ngs a year to be excus'd,
wh�ch was suppos'd to be for h�r�ng subst�tutes, but was, �n real�ty,
much more than was necessary for that purpose, and made the
constablesh�p a place of prof�t; and the constable, for a l�ttle dr�nk,
often got such ragamuff�ns about h�m as a watch, that respectable
housekeepers d�d not choose to m�x w�th. Walk�ng the rounds, too,
was often neglected, and most of the n�ghts spent �n t�ppl�ng. I
thereupon wrote a paper to be read �n Junto, represent�ng these
�rregular�t�es, but �ns�st�ng more part�cularly on the �nequal�ty of th�s
s�x-sh�ll�ng tax of the constables, respect�ng the c�rcumstances of
those who pa�d �t, s�nce a poor w�dow housekeeper, all whose
property to be guarded by the watch d�d not perhaps exceed the
value of f�fty pounds, pa�d as much as the wealth�est merchant, who
had thousands of pounds' worth of goods �n h�s stores.

On the whole, I proposed as a more effectual watch, the h�r�ng of
proper men to serve constantly �n that bus�ness; and as a more
equ�table way of support�ng the charge the levy�ng a tax that should
be proport�on'd to the property. Th�s �dea, be�ng approv'd by the
Junto, was commun�cated to the other clubs, but as ar�s�ng �n each
of them; and though the plan was not �mmed�ately carr�ed �nto
execut�on, yet, by prepar�ng the m�nds of people for the change, �t
paved the way for the law obta�ned a few years after, when the
members of our clubs were grown �nto more �nfluence.

About th�s t�me I wrote a paper (f�rst to be read �n Junto, but �t was
afterward publ�sh'd) on the d�fferent acc�dents and carelessnesses



by wh�ch houses were set on f�re, w�th caut�ons aga�nst them, and
means proposed of avo�d�ng them. Th�s was much spoken of as a
useful p�ece, and gave r�se to a project, wh�ch soon followed �t, of
form�ng a company for the more ready ext�ngu�sh�ng of f�res, and
mutual ass�stance �n remov�ng and secur�ng the goods when �n
danger. Assoc�ates �n th�s scheme were presently found, amount�ng
to th�rty. Our art�cles of agreement obl�g'd every member to keep
always �n good order, and f�t for use, a certa�n number of leather
buckets, w�th strong bags and baskets (for pack�ng and transport�ng
of goods), wh�ch were to be brought to every f�re; and we agreed to
meet once a month and spend a soc�al even�ng together, �n
d�scours�ng and commun�cat�ng such �deas as occurred to us upon
the subject of f�res, as m�ght be useful �n our conduct on such
occas�ons.

The ut�l�ty of th�s �nst�tut�on soon appeared, and many more
des�r�ng to be adm�tted than we thought conven�ent for one
company, they were adv�sed to form another, wh�ch was accord�ngly
done; and th�s went on, one new company be�ng formed after
another, t�ll they became so numerous as to �nclude most of the
�nhab�tants who were men of property; and now, at the t�me of my
wr�t�ng th�s, tho' upward of f�fty years s�nce �ts establ�shment, that
wh�ch I f�rst formed, called the Un�on F�re Company, st�ll subs�sts and
flour�shes, tho' the f�rst members are all deceas'd but myself and
one, who �s older by a year than I am. The small f�nes that have
been pa�d by members for absence at the monthly meet�ngs have
been apply'd to the purchase of f�re-eng�nes, ladders, f�re-hooks, and
other useful �mplements for each company, so that I quest�on
whether there �s a c�ty �n the world better prov�ded w�th the means of
putt�ng a stop to beg�nn�ng conflagrat�ons; and, �n fact, s�nce these
�nst�tut�ons, the c�ty has never lost by f�re more than one or two
houses at a t�me, and the flames have often been ext�ngu�shed
before the house �n wh�ch they began has been half consumed.

In 1739 arr�ved among us from Ireland the Reverend Mr.
Wh�tef�eld, who had made h�mself remarkable there as an �t�nerant
preacher. He was at f�rst perm�tted to preach �n some of our



churches; but the clergy, tak�ng a d�sl�ke to h�m, soon refus'd h�m
the�r pulp�ts, and he was obl�g'd to preach �n the f�elds. The
mult�tudes of all sects and denom�nat�ons that attended h�s sermons
were enormous, and �t was matter of speculat�on to me, who was
one of the number, to observe the extraord�nary �nfluence of h�s
oratory on h�s hearers, and how much they adm�r'd and respected
h�m, notw�thstand�ng h�s common abuse of them, by assur�ng them
that they were naturally half beasts and half dev�ls. It was wonderful
to see the change soon made �n the manners of our �nhab�tants.
From be�ng thoughtless or �nd�fferent about rel�g�on, �t seem'd as �f all
the world were grow�ng rel�g�ous, so that one could not walk thro' the
town �n an even�ng w�thout hear�ng psalms sung �n d�fferent fam�l�es
of every street.

And �t be�ng found �nconven�ent to assemble �n the open a�r,
subject to �ts �nclemenc�es, the bu�ld�ng of a house to meet �n was no
sooner propos'd, and persons appo�nted to rece�ve contr�but�ons, but
suff�c�ent sums were soon rece�v'd to procure the ground and erect
the bu�ld�ng, wh�ch was one hundred feet long and seventy broad,
about the s�ze of Westm�nster Hall; and the work was carr�ed on w�th
such sp�r�t as to be f�n�shed �n a much shorter t�me than could have
been expected. Both house and ground were vested �n trustees,
expressly for the use of any preacher of any rel�g�ous persuas�on
who m�ght des�re to say someth�ng to the people at Ph�ladelph�a; the
des�gn �n bu�ld�ng not be�ng to accommodate any part�cular sect, but
the �nhab�tants �n general; so that even �f the Muft� of Constant�nople
were to send a m�ss�onary to preach Mohammedan�sm to us, he
would f�nd a pulp�t at h�s serv�ce.

Mr. Wh�tef�eld, �n leav�ng us, went preach�ng all the way thro' the
colon�es to Georg�a. The settlement of that prov�nce had lately been
begun, but, �nstead of be�ng made w�th hardy, �ndustr�ous
husbandmen, accustomed to labor, the only people f�t for such an
enterpr�se, �t was w�th fam�l�es of broken shop-keepers and other
�nsolvent debtors, many of �ndolent and �dle hab�ts, taken out of the
ja�ls, who, be�ng set down �n the woods, unqual�f�ed for clear�ng land,
and unable to endure the hardsh�ps of a new settlement, per�shed �n



numbers, leav�ng many helpless ch�ldren unprov�ded for. The s�ght of
the�r m�serable s�tuat�on �nsp�r'd the benevolent heart of Mr.
Wh�tef�eld w�th the �dea of bu�ld�ng an Orphan House there, �n wh�ch
they m�ght be supported and educated. Return�ng northward, he
preach'd up th�s char�ty, and made large collect�ons, for h�s
eloquence had a wonderful power over the hearts and purses of h�s
hearers, of wh�ch I myself was an �nstance.

I d�d not d�sapprove of the des�gn, but, as Georg�a was then
dest�tute of mater�als and workmen, and �t was proposed to send
them from Ph�ladelph�a at a great expense, I thought �t would have
been better to have bu�lt the house here, and brought the ch�ldren to
�t. Th�s I adv�s'd; but he was resolute �n h�s f�rst project, rejected my
counsel, and I therefore refus'd to contr�bute. I happened soon after
to attend one of h�s sermons, �n the course of wh�ch I perce�ved he
�ntended to f�n�sh w�th a collect�on, and I s�lently resolved he should
get noth�ng from me. I had �n my pocket a handful of copper money,
three or four s�lver dollars, and f�ve p�stoles �n gold. As he proceeded
I began to soften, and concluded to g�ve the coppers. Another stroke
of h�s oratory made me asham'd of that, and determ�n'd me to g�ve
the s�lver; and he f�n�sh'd so adm�rably, that I empty'd my pocket
wholly �nto the collector's d�sh, gold and all. At th�s sermon there was
also one of our club, who, be�ng of my sent�ments respect�ng the
bu�ld�ng �n Georg�a, and suspect�ng a collect�on m�ght be �ntended,
had, by precaut�on, empt�ed h�s pockets before he came from home.
Towards the conclus�on of the d�scourse, however, he felt a strong
des�re to g�ve, and apply'd to a ne�ghbour, who stood near h�m, to
borrow some money for the purpose. The appl�cat�on was
unfortunately [made] to perhaps the only man �n the company who
had the f�rmness not to be affected by the preacher. H�s answer was,
"At any other t�me, Fr�end Hopk�nson, I would lend to thee freely; but
not now, for thee seems to be out of thy r�ght senses."

Some of Mr. Wh�tef�eld's enem�es affected to suppose that he
would apply these collect�ons to h�s own pr�vate emolument; but I
who was �nt�mately acqua�nted w�th h�m (be�ng employed �n pr�nt�ng
h�s Sermons and Journals, etc.), never had the least susp�c�on of h�s



�ntegr�ty, but am to th�s day dec�dedly of op�n�on that he was �n all h�s
conduct a perfectly honest man, and meth�nks my test�mony �n h�s
favour ought to have the more we�ght, as we had no rel�g�ous
connect�on. He us'd, �ndeed, somet�mes to pray for my convers�on,
but never had the sat�sfact�on of bel�ev�ng that h�s prayers were
heard. Ours was a mere c�v�l fr�endsh�p, s�ncere on both s�des, and
lasted to h�s death.

The follow�ng �nstance w�ll show someth�ng of the terms on wh�ch
we stood. Upon one of h�s arr�vals from England at Boston, he wrote
to me that he should come soon to Ph�ladelph�a, but knew not where
he could lodge when there, as he understood h�s old fr�end and host,
Mr. Benezet, was removed to Germantown. My answer was, "You
know my house; �f you can make sh�ft w�th �ts scanty
accommodat�ons, you w�ll be most heart�ly welcome." He reply'd,
that �f I made that k�nd offer for Chr�st's sake, I should not m�ss of a
reward. And I returned, "Don't let me be m�staken; �t was not for
Chr�st's sake, but for your sake." One of our common acqua�ntance
jocosely remark'd, that, know�ng �t to be the custom of the sa�nts,
when they rece�ved any favour, to sh�ft the burden of the obl�gat�on
from off the�r own shoulders, and place �t �n heaven, I had contr�v'd to
f�x �t on earth.

The last t�me I saw Mr. Wh�tef�eld was �n London, when he
consulted me about h�s Orphan House concern, and h�s purpose of
appropr�at�ng �t to the establ�shment of a college.

He had a loud and clear vo�ce, and art�culated h�s words and
sentences so perfectly, that he m�ght be heard and understood at a
great d�stance, espec�ally as h�s aud�tor�es, however numerous,
observ'd the most exact s�lence. He preach'd one even�ng from the
top of the Court-house steps, wh�ch are �n the m�ddle of Market-
street, and on the west s�de of Second-street, wh�ch crosses �t at
r�ght angles. Both streets were f�ll'd w�th h�s hearers to a
cons�derable d�stance. Be�ng among the h�ndmost �n Market-street, I
had the cur�os�ty to learn how far he could be heard, by ret�r�ng
backwards down the street towards the r�ver; and I found h�s vo�ce



d�st�nct t�ll I came near Front-street, when some no�se �n that street
obscur'd �t. Imag�n�ng then a sem�-c�rcle, of wh�ch my d�stance
should be the rad�us, and that �t were f�ll'd w�th aud�tors, to each of
whom I allow'd two square feet, I computed that he m�ght well be
heard by more than th�rty thousand. Th�s reconc�l'd me to the
newspaper accounts of h�s hav�ng preach'd to twenty-f�ve thousand
people �n the f�elds, and to the anc�ent h�stor�es of generals
harangu�ng whole arm�es, of wh�ch I had somet�mes doubted.

By hear�ng h�m often, I came to d�st�ngu�sh eas�ly between
sermons newly compos'd, and those wh�ch he had often preach'd �n
the course of h�s travels. H�s del�very of the latter was so �mprov'd by
frequent repet�t�ons that every accent, every emphas�s, every
modulat�on of vo�ce, was so perfectly well turn'd and well plac'd, that,
w�thout be�ng �nterested �n the subject, one could not help be�ng
pleas'd w�th the d�scourse; a pleasure of much the same k�nd w�th
that rece�v'd from an excellent p�ece of mus�ck. Th�s �s an advantage
�t�nerant preachers have over those who are stat�onary, as the latter
can not well �mprove the�r del�very of a sermon by so many
rehearsals.

H�s wr�t�ng and pr�nt�ng from t�me to t�me gave great advantage to
h�s enem�es; unguarded express�ons, and even erroneous op�n�ons,
del�vered �n preach�ng, m�ght have been afterwards expla�n'd or
qual�f�'d by suppos�ng others that m�ght have accompan�'d them, or
they m�ght have been deny'd; but l�tera scr�pta manet. Cr�t�cs attack'd
h�s wr�t�ngs v�olently, and w�th so much appearance of reason as to
d�m�n�sh the number of h�s votar�es and prevent the�r encrease; so
that I am of op�n�on �f he had never wr�tten any th�ng, he would have
left beh�nd h�m a much more numerous and �mportant sect, and h�s
reputat�on m�ght �n that case have been st�ll grow�ng, even after h�s
death, as there be�ng noth�ng of h�s wr�t�ng on wh�ch to found a
censure and g�ve h�m a lower character, h�s proselytes would be left
at l�berty to fe�gn for h�m as great a var�ety of excellence as the�r
enthus�ast�c adm�rat�on m�ght w�sh h�m to have possessed.



My bus�ness was now cont�nually augment�ng, and my
c�rcumstances grow�ng da�ly eas�er, my newspaper hav�ng become
very prof�table, as be�ng for a t�me almost the only one �n th�s and the
ne�ghbour�ng prov�nces. I exper�enced, too, the truth of the
observat�on, "that after gett�ng the f�rst hundred pound, �t �s more
easy to get the second," money �tself be�ng of a prol�f�c nature.

The partnersh�p at Carol�na hav�ng succeeded, I was encourag'd
to engage �n others, and to promote several of my workmen, who
had behaved well, by establ�sh�ng them w�th pr�nt�ng-houses �n
d�fferent colon�es, on the same terms w�th that �n Carol�na. Most of
them d�d well, be�ng enabled at the end of our term, s�x years, to
purchase the types of me and go on work�ng for themselves, by
wh�ch means several fam�l�es were ra�sed. Partnersh�ps often f�n�sh
�n quarrels; but I was happy �n th�s, that m�ne were all carr�ed on and
ended am�cably, ow�ng, I th�nk, a good deal to the precaut�on of
hav�ng very expl�c�tly settled, �n our art�cles, every th�ng to be done
by or expected from each partner, so that there was noth�ng to
d�spute, wh�ch precaut�on I would therefore recommend to all who
enter �nto partnersh�ps; for, whatever esteem partners may have for,
and conf�dence �n each other at the t�me of the contract, l�ttle
jealous�es and d�sgusts may ar�se, w�th �deas of �nequal�ty �n the care
and burden of the bus�ness, etc., wh�ch are attended often w�th
breach of fr�endsh�p and of the connect�on, perhaps w�th lawsu�ts
and other d�sagreeable consequences.

I had, on the whole, abundant reason to be sat�sf�ed w�th my be�ng
establ�shed �n Pennsylvan�a. There were, however, two th�ngs that I
regretted, there be�ng no prov�s�on for defense, nor for a compleat
educat�on of youth; no m�l�t�a, nor any college. I therefore, �n 1743,
drew up a proposal for establ�sh�ng an academy; and at that t�me,
th�nk�ng the Reverend Mr. Peters, who was out of employ, a f�t
person to super�ntend such an �nst�tut�on, I commun�cated the project
to h�m; but he, hav�ng more prof�table v�ews �n the serv�ce of the
propr�etar�es, wh�ch succeeded, decl�n'd the undertak�ng; and, not
know�ng another at that t�me su�table for such a trust, I let the
scheme l�e a wh�le dormant. I succeeded better the next year, 1744,



�n propos�ng and establ�sh�ng a Ph�losoph�cal Soc�ety. The paper I
wrote for that purpose w�ll be found among my wr�t�ngs, when
collected.

W�th respect to defense, Spa�n hav�ng been several years at war
aga�nst Great Br�ta�n, and be�ng at length jo�n'd by France, wh�ch
brought us �nto great danger; and the laboured and long-cont�nued
endeavour of our governor, Thomas, to preva�l w�th our Quaker
Assembly to pass a m�l�t�a law, and make other prov�s�ons for the
secur�ty of the prov�nce, hav�ng proved abort�ve, I determ�ned to try
what m�ght be done by a voluntary assoc�at�on of the people. To
promote th�s, I f�rst wrote and publ�shed a pamphlet, ent�tled P����
T����, �n wh�ch I stated our defenceless s�tuat�on �n strong l�ghts,
w�th the necess�ty of un�on and d�sc�pl�ne for our defense, and
prom�s'd to propose �n a few days an assoc�at�on, to be generally
s�gned for that purpose. The pamphlet had a sudden and surpr�s�ng
effect. I was call'd upon for the �nstrument of assoc�at�on, and hav�ng
settled the draft of �t w�th a few fr�ends, I appo�nted a meet�ng of the
c�t�zens �n the large bu�ld�ng before ment�oned. The house was pretty
full; I had prepared a number of pr�nted cop�es, and prov�ded pens
and �nk d�spers'd all over the room. I harangued them a l�ttle on the
subject, read the paper, and expla�ned �t, and then d�str�buted the
cop�es, wh�ch were eagerly s�gned, not the least object�on be�ng
made.

When the company separated, and the papers were collected, we
found above twelve hundred hands; and, other cop�es be�ng
d�spersed �n the country, the subscr�bers amounted at length to
upward of ten thousand. These all furn�shed themselves as soon as
they could w�th arms, formed themselves �nto compan�es and
reg�ments, chose the�r own off�cers, and met every week to be
�nstructed �n the manual exerc�se, and other parts of m�l�tary
d�sc�pl�ne. The women, by subscr�pt�ons among themselves,
prov�ded s�lk colors, wh�ch they presented to the compan�es, pa�nted
w�th d�fferent dev�ces and mottos, wh�ch I suppl�ed.



The off�cers of the compan�es compos�ng the Ph�ladelph�a
reg�ment, be�ng met, chose me for the�r colonel; but, conce�v�ng
myself unf�t, I decl�n'd that stat�on, and recommended Mr. Lawrence,
a f�ne person, and man of �nfluence, who was accord�ngly appo�nted.
I then propos'd a lottery to defray the expense of bu�ld�ng a battery
below the town, and furn�sh�ng �t w�th cannon. It f�lled exped�t�ously,
and the battery was soon erected, the merlons be�ng fram'd of logs
and f�ll'd w�th earth. We bought some old cannon from Boston, but,
these not be�ng suff�c�ent, we wrote to England for more, sol�c�t�ng, at
the same t�me, our propr�etar�es for some ass�stance, tho' w�thout
much expectat�on of obta�n�ng �t.

Meanwh�le, Colonel Lawrence, W�ll�am Allen, Abram Taylor, Esqr.,
and myself were sent to New York by the assoc�ators, comm�ss�on'd
to borrow some cannon of Governor Cl�nton. He at f�rst refus'd us
peremptor�ly; but at d�nner w�th h�s counc�l, where there was great
dr�nk�ng of Made�ra w�ne, as the custom of that place then was, he
softened by degrees, and sa�d he would lend us s�x. After a few
more bumpers he advanc'd to ten; and at length he very good-
naturedly conceded e�ghteen. They were f�ne cannon, e�ghteen-
pounders, w�th the�r carr�ages, wh�ch we soon transported and
mounted on our battery, where the assoc�ators kept a n�ghtly guard
wh�le the war lasted, and among the rest I regularly took my turn of
duty there as a common sold�er.

My act�v�ty �n these operat�ons was agreeable to the governor and
counc�l; they took me �nto conf�dence, and I was consulted by them
�n every measure where�n the�r concurrence was thought useful to
the assoc�at�on. Call�ng �n the a�d of rel�g�on, I propos'd to them the
procla�m�ng a fast, to promote reformat�on, and �mplore the bless�ng
of Heaven on our undertak�ng. They embrac'd the mot�on; but, as �t
was the f�rst fast ever thought of �n the prov�nce, the secretary had
no precedent from wh�ch to draw the proclamat�on. My educat�on �n
New England, where a fast �s procla�med every year, was here of
some advantage: I drew �t �n the accustomed st�le, �t was translated
�nto German, pr�nted �n both languages, and d�vulg'd thro' the
prov�nce. Th�s gave the clergy of the d�fferent sects an opportun�ty of



�nfluenc�ng the�r congregat�ons to jo�n �n the assoc�at�on, and �t would
probably have been general among all but Quakers �f the peace had
not soon �nterven'd.

It was thought by some of my fr�ends that, by my act�v�ty �n these
affa�rs, I should offend that sect, and thereby lose my �nterest �n the
Assembly of the prov�nce, where they formed a great major�ty. A
young gentleman who had l�kew�se some fr�ends �n the House, and
w�shed to succeed me as the�r clerk, acqua�nted me that �t was
dec�ded to d�splace me at the next elect�on; and he, therefore, �n
good w�ll, adv�s'd me to res�gn, as more cons�stent w�th my honour
than be�ng turn'd out. My answer to h�m was, that I had read or
heard of some publ�c man who made �t a rule never to ask for an
off�ce, and never to refuse one when offer'd to h�m. "I approve," says
I, "of h�s rule, and w�ll pract�ce �t w�th a small add�t�on; I shall never
ask, never refuse, nor ever res�gn an off�ce. If they w�ll have my
off�ce of clerk to d�spose of to another, they shall take �t from me. I
w�ll not, by g�v�ng �t up, lose my r�ght of some t�me or other mak�ng
repr�sals on my adversar�es." I heard, however, no more of th�s; I
was chosen aga�n unan�mously as usual at the next elect�on.
Poss�bly, as they d�sl�k'd my late �nt�macy w�th the members of
counc�l, who had jo�n'd the governors �n all the d�sputes about
m�l�tary preparat�ons, w�th wh�ch the House had long been harass'd,
they m�ght have been pleas'd �f I would voluntar�ly have left them; but
they d�d not care to d�splace me on account merely of my zeal for the
assoc�at�on, and they could not well g�ve another reason.

Indeed I had some cause to bel�eve that the defense of the
country was not d�sagreeable to any of them, prov�ded they were not
requ�r'd to ass�st �n �t. And I found that a much greater number of
them than I could have �mag�ned, tho' aga�nst offens�ve war, were
clearly for the defens�ve. Many pamphlets pro and con were
publ�sh'd on the subject, and some by good Quakers, �n favour of
defense, wh�ch I bel�eve conv�nc'd most of the�r younger people.

A transact�on �n our f�re company gave me some �ns�ght �nto the�r
preva�l�ng sent�ments. It had been propos'd that we should



encourage the scheme for bu�ld�ng a battery by lay�ng out the
present stock, then about s�xty pounds, �n t�ckets of the lottery. By
our rules, no money could be d�spos'd of t�ll the next meet�ng after
the proposal. The company cons�sted of th�rty members, of wh�ch
twenty-two were Quakers, and e�ght only of other persuas�ons. We
e�ght punctually attended the meet�ng; but, tho' we thought that
some of the Quakers would jo�n us, we were by no means sure of a
major�ty. Only one Quaker, Mr. James Morr�s, appear'd to oppose the
measure. He expressed much sorrow that �t had ever been propos'd,
as he sa�d Fr�ends were all aga�nst �t, and �t would create such
d�scord as m�ght break up the company. We told h�m that we saw no
reason for that; we were the m�nor�ty, and �f Fr�ends were aga�nst the
measure, and outvoted us, we must and should, agreeably to the
usage of all soc�et�es, subm�t. When the hour for bus�ness arr�v'd �t
was mov'd to put the vote; he allow'd we m�ght then do �t by the
rules, but, as he could assure us that a number of members �ntended
to be present for the purpose of oppos�ng �t, �t would be but cand�d to
allow a l�ttle t�me for the�r appear�ng.

Wh�le we were d�sput�ng th�s, a wa�ter came to tell me two
gentlemen below des�r'd to speak w�th me. I went down, and found
they were two of our Quaker members. They told me there were
e�ght of them assembled at a tavern just by; that they were
determ�n'd to come and vote w�th us �f there should be occas�on,
wh�ch they hop'd would not be the case, and des�r'd we would not
call for the�r ass�stance �f we could do w�thout �t, as the�r vot�ng for
such a measure m�ght embro�l them w�th the�r elders and fr�ends.
Be�ng thus secure of a major�ty, I went up, and after a l�ttle seem�ng
hes�tat�on, agreed to a delay of another hour. Th�s Mr. Morr�s allow'd
to be extreamly fa�r. Not one of h�s oppos�ng fr�ends appear'd, at
wh�ch he express'd great surpr�ze; and, at the exp�rat�on of the hour,
we carry'd the resolut�on e�ght to one; and as, of the twenty-two
Quakers, e�ght were ready to vote w�th us, and th�rteen, by the�r
absence, man�fested that they were not �ncl�n'd to oppose the
measure, I afterward est�mated the proport�on of Quakers s�ncerely
aga�nst defense as one to twenty-one only; for these were all regular



members of that soc�ety, and �n good reputat�on among them, and
had due not�ce of what was propos'd at that meet�ng.

The honorable and learned Mr. Logan, who had always been of
that sect, was one who wrote an address to them, declar�ng h�s
approbat�on of defens�ve war, and support�ng h�s op�n�on by many
strong arguments. He put �nto my hands s�xty pounds to be la�d out
�n lottery t�ckets for the battery, w�th d�rect�ons to apply what pr�zes
m�ght be drawn wholly to that serv�ce. He told me the follow�ng
anecdote of h�s old master, W�ll�am Penn, respect�ng defense. He
came over from England, when a young man, w�th that propr�etary,
and as h�s secretary. It was war-t�me, and the�r sh�p was chas'd by
an armed vessel, suppos'd to be an enemy. The�r capta�n prepar'd
for defense; but told W�ll�am Penn, and h�s company of Quakers, that
he d�d not expect the�r ass�stance, and they m�ght ret�re �nto the
cab�n, wh�ch they d�d, except James Logan, who chose to stay upon
deck, and was quarter'd to a gun. The suppos'd enemy prov'd a
fr�end, so there was no f�ght�ng; but when the secretary went down to
commun�cate the �ntell�gence, W�ll�am Penn rebuk'd h�m severely for
stay�ng upon deck, and undertak�ng to ass�st �n defend�ng the vessel,
contrary to the pr�nc�ples of Fr�ends, espec�ally as �t had not been
requ�red by the capta�n. Th�s reproof, be�ng before all the company,
p�qu'd the secretary, who answer'd, "I be�ng thy servant, why d�d thee
not order me to come down? But thee was w�ll�ng enough that I
should stay and help to f�ght the sh�p when thee thought there was
danger."

My be�ng many years �n the Assembly, the major�ty of wh�ch were
constantly Quakers, gave me frequent opportun�t�es of see�ng the
embarrassment g�ven them by the�r pr�nc�ple aga�nst war, whenever
appl�cat�on was made to them, by order of the crown, to grant a�ds
for m�l�tary purposes. They were unw�ll�ng to offend government, on
the one hand, by a d�rect refusal; and the�r fr�ends, the body of the
Quakers, on the other, by a compl�ance contrary to the�r pr�nc�ples;
hence a var�ety of evas�ons to avo�d comply�ng, and modes of
d�sgu�s�ng the compl�ance when �t became unavo�dable. The



common mode at last was, to grant money under the phrase of �ts
be�ng "for the k�ng's use," and never to �nqu�re how �t was appl�ed.

But, �f the demand was not d�rectly from the crown, that phrase
was found not so proper, and some other was to be �nvented. As,
when powder was want�ng (I th�nk �t was for the garr�son at
Lou�sburg), and the government of New England sol�c�ted a grant of
some from Penns�lvan�a, wh�ch was much urg'd on the House by
Governor Thomas, they could not grant money to buy powder,
because that was an �ngred�ent of war; but they voted an a�d to New
England of three thousand pounds, to be put �nto the hands of the
governor, and appropr�ated �t for the purchas�ng of bread, flour,
wheat, or other gra�n. Some of the counc�l, des�rous of g�v�ng the
House st�ll further embarrassment, adv�s'd the governor not to
accept prov�s�on, as not be�ng the th�ng he had demanded; but be
reply'd, "I shall take the money, for I understand very well the�r
mean�ng; other gra�n �s gunpowder," wh�ch he accord�ngly bought,
and they never objected to �t. [10]



[10] See the votes.—[Marg. note.]

It was �n allus�on to th�s fact that, when �n our f�re company we
feared the success of our proposal �n favour of the lottery, and I had
sa�d to my fr�end Mr. Syng, one of our members, "If we fa�l, let us
move the purchase of a f�re-eng�ne w�th the money; the Quakers can
have no object�on to that; and then, �f you nom�nate me and I you as
a comm�ttee for that purpose, we w�ll buy a great gun, wh�ch �s
certa�nly a f�re-eng�ne." "I see," says he, "you have �mprov'd by be�ng
so long �n the Assembly; your equ�vocal project would be just a
match for the�r wheat or other gra�n."

These embarrassments that the Quakers suffer'd from hav�ng
establ�sh'd and publ�shed �t as one of the�r pr�nc�ples that no k�nd of
war was lawful, and wh�ch, be�ng once publ�shed, they could not
afterwards, however they m�ght change the�r m�nds, eas�ly get r�d of,
rem�nds me of what I th�nk a more prudent conduct �n another sect
among us, that of the Dunkers. I was acqua�nted w�th one of �ts
founders, M�chael Welfare, soon after �t appear'd. He compla�n'd to
me that they were gr�evously calumn�ated by the zealots of other
persuas�ons, and charg'd w�th abom�nable pr�nc�ples and pract�ces,
to wh�ch they were utter strangers. I told h�m th�s had always been
the case w�th new sects, and that, to put a stop to such abuse, I
�mag�n'd �t m�ght be well to publ�sh the art�cles of the�r bel�ef, and the
rules of the�r d�sc�pl�ne. He sa�d that �t had been propos'd among
them, but not agreed to, for th�s reason: "When we were f�rst drawn
together as a soc�ety," says he, "�t had pleased God to enl�ghten our
m�nds so far as to see that some doctr�nes, wh�ch we once
esteemed truths, were errors; and that others, wh�ch we had
esteemed errors, were real truths. From t�me to t�me He has been
pleased to afford us farther l�ght, and our pr�nc�ples have been
�mprov�ng, and our errors d�m�n�sh�ng. Now we are not sure that we
are arr�ved at the end of th�s progress�on, and at the perfect�on of
sp�r�tual or theolog�cal knowledge; and we fear that, �f we should
once pr�nt our confess�on of fa�th, we should feel ourselves as �f
bound and conf�n'd by �t, and perhaps be unw�ll�ng to rece�ve farther
�mprovement, and our successors st�ll more so, as conce�v�ng what



we the�r elders and founders had done, to be someth�ng sacred,
never to be departed from."

Th�s modesty �n a sect �s perhaps a s�ngular �nstance �n the h�story
of mank�nd, every other sect suppos�ng �tself �n possess�on of all
truth, and that those who d�ffer are so far �n the wrong; l�ke a man
travel�ng �n foggy weather, those at some d�stance before h�m on the
road he sees wrapped up �n the fog, as well as those beh�nd h�m,
and also the people �n the f�elds on each s�de, but near h�m all
appears clear, tho' �n truth he �s as much �n the fog as any of them.
To avo�d th�s k�nd of embarrassment, the Quakers have of late years
been gradually decl�n�ng the publ�c serv�ce �n the Assembly and �n
the mag�stracy, choos�ng rather to qu�t the�r power than the�r
pr�nc�ple.

In order of t�me, I should have ment�oned before, that hav�ng, �n
1742, �nvented an open stove for the better warm�ng of rooms, and
at the same t�me sav�ng fuel, as the fresh a�r adm�tted was warmed
�n enter�ng, I made a present of the model to Mr. Robert Grace, one
of my early fr�ends, who, hav�ng an �ron-furnace, found the cast�ng of
the plates for these stoves a prof�table th�ng, as they were grow�ng �n
demand. To promote that demand, I wrote and publ�shed a
pamphlet, ent�tled "An Account of the new-�nvented Pennsylvan�a
F�replaces; where�n the�r Construct�on and Manner of Operat�on �s
part�cularly expla�ned; the�r Advantages above every other Method of
warm�ng Rooms demonstrated; and all Object�ons that have been
ra�sed aga�nst the Use of them answered and obv�ated," etc. Th�s
pamphlet had a good effect. Gov'r. Thomas was so pleas'd w�th the
construct�on of th�s stove, as descr�bed �n �t, that he offered to g�ve
me a patent for the sole vend�ng of them for a term of years; but I
decl�n'd �t from a pr�nc�ple wh�ch has ever we�ghed w�th me on such
occas�ons, v�z., That, as we enjoy great advantages from the
�nvent�ons of others, we should be glad of an opportun�ty to serve
others by any �nvent�on of ours; and th�s we should do freely and
generously.



An �ronmonger �n London however, assum�ng a good deal of my
pamphlet, and work�ng �t up �nto h�s own, and mak�ng some small
changes �n the mach�ne, wh�ch rather hurt �ts operat�on, got a patent
for �t there, and made, as I was told, a l�ttle fortune by �t. And th�s �s
not the only �nstance of patents taken out for my �nvent�ons by
others, tho' not always w�th the same success, wh�ch I never
contested, as hav�ng no des�re of prof�t�ng by patents myself, and
hat�ng d�sputes. The use of these f�replaces �n very many houses,
both of th�s and the ne�ghbour�ng colon�es, has been, and �s, a great
sav�ng of wood to the �nhab�tants.

Peace be�ng concluded, and the assoc�at�on bus�ness therefore at
an end, I turn'd my thoughts aga�n to the affa�r of establ�sh�ng an
academy. The f�rst step I took was to assoc�ate �n the des�gn a
number of act�ve fr�ends, of whom the Junto furn�shed a good part;
the next was to wr�te and publ�sh a pamphlet, ent�tled Proposals
Relat�ng to the Educat�on of Youth �n Pennsylvan�a. Th�s I d�str�buted
among the pr�nc�pal �nhab�tants grat�s; and as soon as I could
suppose the�r m�nds a l�ttle prepared by the perusal of �t, I set on foot
a subscr�pt�on for open�ng and support�ng an academy; �t was to be
pa�d �n quotas yearly for f�ve years; by so d�v�d�ng �t, I judg'd the
subscr�pt�on m�ght be larger, and I bel�eve �t was so, amount�ng to no
less, �f I remember r�ght, than f�ve thousand pounds.

In the �ntroduct�on to these proposals, I stated the�r publ�cat�on, not
as an act of m�ne, but of some publ�ck-sp�r�ted gentlemen, avo�d�ng
as much as I could, accord�ng to my usual rule, the present�ng
myself to the publ�ck as the author of any scheme for the�r benef�t.

The subscr�bers, to carry the project �nto �mmed�ate execut�on,
chose out of the�r number twenty-four trustees, and appo�nted Mr.
Franc�s, then attorney-general, and myself to draw up const�tut�ons
for the government of the academy; wh�ch be�ng done and s�gned, a
house was h�red, masters engag'd, and the schools opened, I th�nk,
�n the same year, 1749.

The scholars �ncreas�ng fast, the house was soon found too small,
and we were look�ng out for a p�ece of ground, properly s�tuated, w�th



�ntent�on to bu�ld, when Prov�dence threw �nto our way a large house
ready bu�lt, wh�ch, w�th a few alterat�ons, m�ght well serve our
purpose. Th�s was the bu�ld�ng before ment�oned, erected by the
hearers of Mr. Wh�tef�eld, and was obta�ned for us �n the follow�ng
manner.

It �s to be noted that the contr�but�ons to th�s bu�ld�ng be�ng made
by people of d�fferent sects, care was taken �n the nom�nat�on of
trustees, �n whom the bu�ld�ng and ground was to be vested, that a
predom�nancy should not be g�ven to any sect, lest �n t�me that
predom�nancy m�ght be a means of appropr�at�ng the whole to the
use of such sect, contrary to the or�g�nal �ntent�on. It was therefore
that one of each sect was appo�nted, v�z., one Church-of-England
man, one Presbyter�an, one Bapt�st, one Morav�an, etc., those, �n
case of vacancy by death, were to f�ll �t by elect�on from among the
contr�butors. The Morav�an happen'd not to please h�s colleagues,
and on h�s death they resolved to have no other of that sect. The
d�ff�culty then was, how to avo�d hav�ng two of some other sect, by
means of the new cho�ce.

Several persons were named, and for that reason not agreed to.
At length one ment�on'd me, w�th the observat�on that I was merely
an honest man, and of no sect at all, wh�ch preva�l'd w�th them to
chuse me. The enthus�asm wh�ch ex�sted when the house was bu�lt
had long s�nce abated, and �ts trustees had not been able to procure
fresh contr�but�ons for pay�ng the ground-rent, and d�scharg�ng some
other debts the bu�ld�ng had occas�on'd, wh�ch embarrass'd them
greatly. Be�ng now a member of both setts of trustees, that for the
bu�ld�ng and that for the Academy, I had a good opportun�ty of
negot�at�ng w�th both, and brought them f�nally to an agreement, by
wh�ch the trustees for the bu�ld�ng were to cede �t to those of the
academy, the latter undertak�ng to d�scharge the debt, to keep for
ever open �n the bu�ld�ng a large hall for occas�onal preachers,
accord�ng to the or�g�nal �ntent�on, and ma�nta�n a free-school for the
�nstruct�on of poor ch�ldren. Wr�t�ngs were accord�ngly drawn, and on
pay�ng the debts the trustees of the academy were put �n possess�on
of the prem�ses; and by d�v�d�ng the great and lofty hall �nto stor�es,



and d�fferent rooms above and below for the several schools, and
purchas�ng some add�t�onal ground, the whole was soon made f�t for
our purpose, and the scholars remov'd �nto the bu�ld�ng. The care
and trouble of agree�ng w�th the workmen, purchas�ng mater�als, and
super�ntend�ng the work, fell upon me; and I went thro' �t the more
cheerfully, as �t d�d not then �nterfere w�th my pr�vate bus�ness,
hav�ng the year before taken a very able, �ndustr�ous, and honest
partner, Mr. Dav�d Hall, w�th whose character I was well acqua�nted,
as he had work'd for me four years. He took off my hands all care of
the pr�nt�ng-off�ce, pay�ng me punctually my share of the prof�ts. Th�s
partnersh�p cont�nued e�ghteen years, successfully for us both.

The trustees of the academy, after a wh�le, were �ncorporated by a
charter from the governor; the�r funds were �ncreas'd by contr�but�ons
�n Br�ta�n and grants of land from the propr�etar�es, to wh�ch the
Assembly has s�nce made cons�derable add�t�on; and thus was
establ�shed the present Un�vers�ty of Ph�ladelph�a. I have been
cont�nued one of �ts trustees from the beg�nn�ng, now near forty
years, and have had the very great pleasure of see�ng a number of
the youth who have rece�v'd the�r educat�on �n �t, d�st�ngu�sh'd by
the�r �mprov'd ab�l�t�es, serv�ceable �n publ�c stat�ons, and ornaments
to the�r country.

When I d�sengaged myself, as above ment�oned, from pr�vate
bus�ness, I flatter'd myself that, by the suff�c�ent tho' moderate
fortune I had acqu�r'd, I had secured le�sure dur�ng the rest of my l�fe
for ph�losoph�cal stud�es and amusements. I purchased all Dr.
Spence's apparatus, who had come from England to lecture here,
and I proceeded �n my electr�cal exper�ments w�th great alacr�ty; but
the publ�ck, now cons�der�ng me as a man of le�sure, la�d hold of me
for the�r purposes, every part of our c�v�l government, and almost at
the same t�me, �mpos�ng some duty upon me. The governor put me
�nto the comm�ss�on of the peace; the corporat�on of the c�ty chose
me of the common counc�l, and soon after an alderman; and the
c�t�zens at large chose me a burgess to represent them �n Assembly.
Th�s latter stat�on was the more agreeable to me, as I was at length
t�red w�th s�tt�ng there to hear debates, �n wh�ch, as clerk, I could take



no part, and wh�ch were often so unenterta�n�ng that I was �nduc'd to
amuse myself w�th mak�ng mag�c squares or c�rcles, or any th�ng to
avo�d wear�ness; and I conce�v'd my becom�ng a member would
enlarge my power of do�ng good. I would not, however, �ns�nuate that
my amb�t�on was not flatter'd by all these promot�ons; �t certa�nly
was; for, cons�der�ng my low beg�nn�ng, they were great th�ngs to
me; and they were st�ll more pleas�ng, as be�ng so many
spontaneous test�mon�es of the publ�c good op�n�on, and by me
ent�rely unsol�c�ted.

The off�ce of just�ce of the peace I try'd a l�ttle, by attend�ng a few
courts, and s�tt�ng on the bench to hear causes; but f�nd�ng that more
knowledge of the common law than I possess'd was necessary to
act �n that stat�on w�th cred�t, I gradually w�thdrew from �t, excus�ng
myself by my be�ng obl�g'd to attend the h�gher dut�es of a leg�slator
�n the Assembly. My elect�on to th�s trust was repeated every year for
ten years, w�thout my ever ask�ng any elector for h�s vote, or
s�gn�fy�ng, e�ther d�rectly or �nd�rectly, any des�re of be�ng chosen. On
tak�ng my seat �n the House, my son was appo�nted the�r clerk.

The year follow�ng, a treaty be�ng to be held w�th the Ind�ans at
Carl�sle, the governor sent a message to the House, propos�ng that
they should nom�nate some of the�r members, to be jo�n'd w�th some
members of counc�l, as comm�ss�oners for that purpose. [11] The
House named the speaker (Mr. Norr�s) and myself; and, be�ng
comm�ss�on'd, we went to Carl�sle, and met the Ind�ans accord�ngly.

[11] See the votes to have th�s more correctly.—[Marg. note.]

As those people are extreamly apt to get drunk, and, when so, are
very quarrelsome and d�sorderly, we str�ctly forbad the sell�ng any
l�quor to them; and when they compla�n'd of th�s restr�ct�on, we told
them that �f they would cont�nue sober dur�ng the treaty, we would
g�ve them plenty of rum when bus�ness was over. They prom�s'd th�s,
and they kept the�r prom�se, because they could get no l�quor, and
the treaty was conducted very orderly, and concluded to mutual
sat�sfact�on. They then cla�m'd and rece�v'd the rum; th�s was �n the
afternoon; they were near one hundred men, women, and ch�ldren,



and were lodg'd �n temporary cab�ns, bu�lt �n the form of a square,
just w�thout the town. In the even�ng, hear�ng a great no�se among
them, the comm�ss�oners walk'd out to see what was the matter. We
found they had made a great bonf�re �n the m�ddle of the square;
they were all drunk, men and women, quarrel�ng and f�ght�ng. The�r
dark-colour'd bod�es, half naked, seen only by the gloomy l�ght of the
bonf�re, runn�ng after and beat�ng one another w�th f�rebrands,
accompan�ed by the�r horr�d yell�ngs, form'd a scene the most
resembl�ng our �deas of hell that could well be �mag�n'd; there was no
appeas�ng the tumult, and we ret�red to our lodg�ng. At m�dn�ght a
number of them came thunder�ng at our door, demand�ng more rum,
of wh�ch we took no not�ce.

The next day, sens�ble they had m�sbehav'd �n g�v�ng us that
d�sturbance, they sent three of the�r old counselors to make the�r
apology. The orator acknowledg'd the fault, but la�d �t upon the rum;
and then endeavored to excuse the rum by say�ng, "The Great Sp�r�t,
who made all th�ngs, made every th�ng for some use, and whatever
use he des�gn'd any th�ng for, that use �t should always be put to.
Now, when he made rum, he sa�d 'Let th�s be for the Ind�ans to get
drunk w�th,' and �t must be so." And, �ndeed, �f �t be the des�gn of
Prov�dence to ext�rpate these savages �n order to make room for
cult�vators of the earth, �t seems not �mprobable that rum may be the
appo�nted means. It has already ann�h�lated all the tr�bes who
formerly �nhab�ted the sea-coast.

In 1751, Dr. Thomas Bond, a part�cular fr�end of m�ne, conce�ved
the �dea of establ�sh�ng a hosp�tal �n Ph�ladelph�a (a very benef�cent
des�gn, wh�ch has been ascr�b'd to me, but was or�g�nally h�s), for the
recept�on and cure of poor s�ck persons, whether �nhab�tants of the
prov�nce or strangers. He was zealous and act�ve �n endeavour�ng to
procure subscr�pt�ons for �t, but the proposal be�ng a novelty �n
Amer�ca, and at f�rst not well understood, he met but w�th small
success.

At length he came to me w�th the compl�ment that he found there
was no such th�ng as carry�ng a publ�c-sp�r�ted project through



w�thout my be�ng concern'd �n �t. "For," says he, "I am often ask'd by
those to whom I propose subscr�b�ng, Have you consulted Frankl�n
upon th�s bus�ness? And what does he th�nk of �t? And when I tell
them that I have not (suppos�ng �t rather out of your l�ne), they do not
subscr�be, but say they w�ll cons�der of �t." I enqu�red �nto the nature
and probable ut�l�ty of h�s scheme, and rece�v�ng from h�m a very
sat�sfactory explanat�on, I not only subscr�b'd to �t myself, but
engag'd heart�ly �n the des�gn of procur�ng subscr�pt�ons from others.
Prev�ously, however, to the sol�c�tat�on, I endeavoured to prepare the
m�nds of the people by wr�t�ng on the subject �n the newspapers,
wh�ch was my usual custom �n such cases, but wh�ch he had
om�tted.

The subscr�pt�ons afterwards were more free and generous; but,
beg�nn�ng to flag, I saw they would be �nsuff�c�ent w�thout some
ass�stance from the Assembly, and therefore propos'd to pet�t�on for
�t, wh�ch was done. The country members d�d not at f�rst rel�sh the
project; they objected that �t could only be serv�ceable to the c�ty, and
therefore the c�t�zens alone should be at the expense of �t; and they
doubted whether the c�t�zens themselves generally approv'd of �t. My
allegat�on on the contrary, that �t met w�th such approbat�on as to
leave no doubt of our be�ng able to ra�se two thousand pounds by
voluntary donat�ons, they cons�dered as a most extravagant
suppos�t�on, and utterly �mposs�ble.

On th�s I form'd my plan; and ask�ng leave to br�ng �n a b�ll for
�ncorporat�ng the contr�butors accord�ng to the prayer of the�r
pet�t�on, and grant�ng them a blank sum of money, wh�ch leave was
obta�ned ch�efly on the cons�derat�on that the House could throw the
b�ll out �f they d�d not l�ke �t, I drew �t so as to make the �mportant
clause a cond�t�onal one, v�z., "And be �t enacted, by the author�ty
aforesa�d, that when the sa�d contr�butors shall have met and chosen
the�r managers and treasurer, and shall have ra�sed by the�r
contr�but�ons a cap�tal stock of ——— value (the yearly �nterest of
wh�ch �s to be appl�ed to the accommodat�ng of the s�ck poor �n the
sa�d hosp�tal, free of charge for d�et, attendance, adv�ce, and
med�c�nes), and shall make the same appear to the sat�sfact�on of



the speaker of the Assembly for the t�me be�ng, that then �t shall and
may be lawful for the sa�d speaker, and he �s hereby requ�red, to s�gn
an order on the prov�nc�al treasurer for the payment of two thousand
pounds, �n two yearly payments, to the treasurer of the sa�d hosp�tal,
to be appl�ed to the found�ng, bu�ld�ng, and f�n�sh�ng of the same."

Th�s cond�t�on carr�ed the b�ll through; for the members, who had
oppos'd the grant, and now conce�v'd they m�ght have the cred�t of
be�ng char�table w�thout the expence, agreed to �ts passage; and
then, �n sol�c�t�ng subscr�pt�ons among the people, we urg'd the
cond�t�onal prom�se of the law as an add�t�onal mot�ve to g�ve, s�nce
every man's donat�on would be doubled; thus the clause work'd both
ways. The subscr�pt�ons accord�ngly soon exceeded the requ�s�te
sum, and we cla�m'd and rece�v'd the publ�c g�ft, wh�ch enabled us to
carry the des�gn �nto execut�on. A conven�ent and handsome bu�ld�ng
was soon erected; the �nst�tut�on has by constant exper�ence been
found useful, and flour�shes to th�s day; and I do not remember any
of my pol�t�cal manœuvres, the success of wh�ch gave me at the t�me
more pleasure, or where�n, after th�nk�ng of �t, I more eas�ly excus'd
myself for hav�ng made some use of cunn�ng.

It was about th�s t�me that another projector, the Rev. G�lbert
Tennent, came to me w�th a request that I would ass�st h�m �n
procur�ng a subscr�pt�on for erect�ng a new meet�ng-house. It was to
be for the use of a congregat�on he had gathered among the
Presbyter�ans, who were or�g�nally d�sc�ples of Mr. Wh�tef�eld.
Unw�ll�ng to make myself d�sagreeable to my fellow-c�t�zens by too
frequently sol�c�t�ng the�r contr�but�ons, I absolutely refus'd. He then
des�red I would furn�sh h�m w�th a l�st of the names of persons I knew
by exper�ence to be generous and publ�c-sp�r�ted. I thought �t would
be unbecom�ng �n me, after the�r k�nd compl�ance w�th my
sol�c�tat�ons, to mark them out to be worr�ed by other beggars, and
therefore refus'd also to g�ve such a l�st. He then des�r'd I would at
least g�ve h�m my adv�ce. "That I w�ll read�ly do," sa�d I; "and, �n the
f�rst place, I adv�se you to apply to all those whom you know w�ll g�ve
someth�ng; next, to those whom you are uncerta�n whether they w�ll
g�ve any th�ng or not, and show them the l�st of those who have



g�ven; and, lastly, do not neglect those who you are sure w�ll g�ve
noth�ng, for �n some of them you may be m�staken." He laugh'd and
thank'd me, and sa�d he would take my adv�ce. He d�d so, for he
ask'd of everybody, and he obta�ned a much larger sum than he
expected, w�th wh�ch he erected the capac�ous and very elegant
meet�ng-house that stands �n Arch-street.

Our c�ty, tho' la�d out w�th a beaut�ful regular�ty, the streets large,
stra�t, and cross�ng each other at r�ght angles, had the d�sgrace of
suffer�ng those streets to rema�n long unpav'd, and �n wet weather
the wheels of heavy carr�ages plough'd them �nto a quagm�re, so that
�t was d�ff�cult to cross them; and �n dry weather the dust was
offens�ve. I had l�v'd near what was call'd the Jersey Market, and saw
w�th pa�n the �nhab�tants wad�ng �n mud wh�le purchas�ng the�r
prov�s�ons. A str�p of ground down the m�ddle of that market was at
length pav'd w�th br�ck, so that, be�ng once �n the market, they had
f�rm foot�ng, but were often over shoes �n d�rt to get there. By talk�ng
and wr�t�ng on the subject, I was at length �nstrumental �n gett�ng the
street pav'd w�th stone between the market and the br�ck'd foot-
pavement, that was on each s�de next the houses. Th�s, for some
t�me, gave an easy access to the market dry-shod; but, the rest of
the street not be�ng pav'd, whenever a carr�age came out of the mud
upon th�s pavement, �t shook off and left �ts d�rt upon �t, and �t was
soon cover'd w�th m�re, wh�ch was not remov'd, the c�ty as yet hav�ng
no scavengers.

After some �nqu�ry I found a poor �ndustr�ous man, who was w�ll�ng
to undertake keep�ng the pavement clean, by sweep�ng �t tw�ce a
week, carry�ng off the d�rt from before all the ne�ghbours' doors, for
the sum of s�xpence per month, to be pa�d by each house. I then
wrote and pr�nted a paper sett�ng forth the advantages to the
ne�ghbourhood that m�ght be obta�n'd by th�s small expense; the
greater ease �n keep�ng our houses clean, so much d�rt not be�ng
brought �n by people's feet; the benef�t to the shops by more custom,
etc., etc., as buyers could more eas�ly get at them; and by not
hav�ng, �n w�ndy weather, the dust blown �n upon the�r goods, etc.,
etc. I sent one of these papers to each house, and �n a day or two



went round to see who would subscr�be an agreement to pay these
s�xpences; �t was unan�mously s�gn'd, and for a t�me well executed.
All the �nhab�tants of the c�ty were del�ghted w�th the cleanl�ness of
the pavement that surrounded the market, �t be�ng a conven�ence to
all, and th�s ra�s'd a general des�re to have all the streets paved, and
made the people more w�ll�ng to subm�t to a tax for that purpose.

After some t�me I drew a b�ll for pav�ng the c�ty, and brought �t �nto
the Assembly. It was just before I went to England, �n 1757, and d�d
not pass t�ll I was gone, [12] and then w�th an alterat�on �n the mode of
assessment, wh�ch I thought not for the better, but w�th an add�t�onal
prov�s�on for l�ght�ng as well as pav�ng the streets, wh�ch was a great
�mprovement. It was by a pr�vate person, the late Mr. John Cl�fton,
h�s g�v�ng a sample of the ut�l�ty of lamps, by plac�ng one at h�s door,
that the people were f�rst �mpress'd w�th the �dea of enl�ght�ng all the
c�ty. The honour of th�s publ�c benef�t has also been ascr�b'd to me,
but �t belongs truly to that gentleman. I d�d but follow h�s example,
and have only some mer�t to cla�m respect�ng the form of our lamps,
as d�ffer�ng from the globe lamps we were at f�rst supply'd w�th from
London. Those we found �nconven�ent �n these respects: they
adm�tted no a�r below; the smoke, therefore, d�d not read�ly go out
above, but c�rculated �n the globe, lodg'd on �ts �ns�de, and soon
obstructed the l�ght they were �ntended to afford; g�v�ng, bes�des, the
da�ly trouble of w�p�ng them clean; and an acc�dental stroke on one
of them would demol�sh �t, and render �t totally useless. I therefore
suggested the compos�ng them of four flat panes, w�th a long funnel
above to draw up the smoke, and crev�ces adm�tt�ng a�r below, to
fac�l�tate the ascent of the smoke; by th�s means they were kept
clean, and d�d not grow dark �n a few hours, as the London lamps
do, but cont�nu'd br�ght t�ll morn�ng, and an acc�dental stroke would
generally break but a s�ngle pane, eas�ly repa�r'd.

[12] See votes.

I have somet�mes wonder'd that the Londoners d�d not, from the
effect holes �n the bottom of the globe lamps us'd at Vauxhall have �n
keep�ng them clean, learn to have such holes �n the�r street lamps.
But, these holes be�ng made for another purpose, v�z., to



commun�cate flame more suddenly to the w�ck by a l�ttle flax hang�ng
down thro' them, the other use, of lett�ng �n a�r, seems not to have
been thought of; and therefore, after the lamps have been l�t a few
hours, the streets of London are very poorly �llum�nated.

The ment�on of these �mprovements puts me �n m�nd of one I
propos'd, when �n London, to Dr. Fotherg�ll, who was among the best
men I have known, and a great promoter of useful projects. I had
observ'd that the streets, when dry, were never swept, and the l�ght
dust carr�ed away; but �t was suffer'd to accumulate t�ll wet weather
reduc'd �t to mud, and then, after ly�ng some days so deep on the
pavement that there was no cross�ng but �n paths kept clean by poor
people w�th brooms, �t was w�th great labour rak'd together and
thrown up �nto carts open above, the s�des of wh�ch suffer'd some of
the slush at every jolt on the pavement to shake out and fall,
somet�mes to the annoyance of foot-passengers. The reason g�ven
for not sweep�ng the dusty streets was, that the dust would fly �nto
the w�ndows of shops and houses.

An acc�dental occurrence had �nstructed me how much sweep�ng
m�ght be done �n a l�ttle t�me. I found at my door �n Craven-street,
one morn�ng, a poor woman sweep�ng my pavement w�th a b�rch
broom; she appeared very pale and feeble, as just come out of a f�t
of s�ckness. I ask'd who employ'd her to sweep there; she sa�d,
"Nobody, but I am very poor and �n d�stress, and I sweeps before
gentlefolkses doors, and hopes they w�ll g�ve me someth�ng." I b�d
her sweep the whole street clean, and I would g�ve her a sh�ll�ng; th�s
was at n�ne o'clock; at 12 she came for the sh�ll�ng. From the
slowness I saw at f�rst �n her work�ng, I could scarce bel�eve that the
work was done so soon, and sent my servant to exam�ne �t, who
reported that the whole street was swept perfectly clean, and all the
dust plac'd �n the gutter, wh�ch was �n the m�ddle; and the next ra�n
wash'd �t qu�te away, so that the pavement and even the kennel were
perfectly clean.

I then judg'd that, �f that feeble woman could sweep such a street
�n three hours, a strong, act�ve man m�ght have done �t �n half the



t�me. And here let me remark the conven�ence of hav�ng but one
gutter �n such a narrow street, runn�ng down �ts m�ddle, �nstead of
two, one on each s�de, near the footway; for where all the ra�n that
falls on a street runs from the s�des and meets �n the m�ddle, �t forms
there a current strong enough to wash away all the mud �t meets
w�th; but when d�v�ded �nto two channels, �t �s often too weak to
cleanse e�ther, and only makes the mud �t f�nds more flu�d, so that
the wheels of carr�ages and feet of horses throw and dash �t upon
the foot-pavement, wh�ch �s thereby rendered foul and sl�ppery, and
somet�mes splash �t upon those who are walk�ng. My proposal,
commun�cated to the good doctor, was as follows:

"For the more effectual clean�ng and keep�ng clean the streets of
London and Westm�nster, �t �s proposed that the several watchmen
be contracted w�th to have the dust swept up �n dry seasons, and the
mud rak'd up at other t�mes, each �n the several streets and lanes of
h�s round; that they be furn�sh'd w�th brooms and other proper
�nstruments for these purposes, to be kept at the�r respect�ve stands,
ready to furn�sh the poor people they may employ �n the serv�ce.

"That �n the dry summer months the dust be all swept up �nto
heaps at proper d�stances, before the shops and w�ndows of houses
are usually opened, when the scavengers, w�th close-covered carts,
shall also carry �t all away.

"That the mud, when rak'd up, be not left �n heaps to be spread
abroad aga�n by the wheels of carr�ages and trampl�ng of horses, but
that the scavengers be prov�ded w�th bod�es of carts, not plac'd h�gh
upon wheels, but low upon sl�ders, w�th latt�ce bottoms, wh�ch, be�ng
cover'd w�th straw, w�ll reta�n the mud thrown �nto them, and perm�t
the water to dra�n from �t, whereby �t w�ll become much l�ghter, water
mak�ng the greatest part of �ts we�ght; these bod�es of carts to be
plac'd at conven�ent d�stances, and the mud brought to them �n
wheel-barrows; they rema�n�ng where plac'd t�ll the mud �s dra�n'd,
and then horses brought to draw them away."

I have s�nce had doubts of the pract�cab�l�ty of the latter part of th�s
proposal, on account of the narrowness of some streets, and the



d�ff�culty of plac�ng the dra�n�ng-sleds so as not to encumber too
much the passage; but I am st�ll of op�n�on that the former, requ�r�ng
the dust to be swept up and carry'd away before the shops are open,
�s very pract�cable �n the summer, when the days are long; for, �n
walk�ng thro' the Strand and Fleet-street one morn�ng at seven
o'clock, I observ'd there was not one shop open, tho' �t had been
dayl�ght and the sun up above three hours; the �nhab�tants of London
chus�ng voluntar�ly to l�ve much by candle-l�ght, and sleep by
sunsh�ne, and yet often compla�n, a l�ttle absurdly, of the duty on
candles and the h�gh pr�ce of tallow.

Some may th�nk these tr�fl�ng matters not worth m�nd�ng or
relat�ng; but when they cons�der that tho' dust blown �nto the eyes of
a s�ngle person, or �nto a s�ngle shop on a w�ndy day, �s but of small
�mportance, yet the great number of the �nstances �n a populous c�ty,
and �ts frequent repet�t�ons g�ve �t we�ght and consequence, perhaps
they w�ll not censure very severely those who bestow some attent�on
to affa�rs of th�s seem�ngly low nature. Human fel�c�ty �s produc'd not
so much by great p�eces of good fortune that seldom happen, as by
l�ttle advantages that occur every day. Thus, �f you teach a poor
young man to shave h�mself, and keep h�s razor �n order, you may
contr�bute more to the happ�ness of h�s l�fe than �n g�v�ng h�m a
thousand gu�neas. The money may be soon spent, the regret only
rema�n�ng of hav�ng fool�shly consumed �t; but �n the other case, he
escapes the frequent vexat�on of wa�t�ng for barbers, and of the�r
somet�mes d�rty f�ngers, offens�ve breaths, and dull razors; he
shaves when most conven�ent to h�m, and enjoys da�ly the pleasure
of �ts be�ng done w�th a good �nstrument. W�th these sent�ments I
have hazarded the few preced�ng pages, hop�ng they may afford
h�nts wh�ch some t�me or other may be useful to a c�ty I love, hav�ng
l�ved many years �n �t very happ�ly, and perhaps to some of our
towns �n Amer�ca.

Hav�ng been for some t�me employed by the postmaster-general
of Amer�ca as h�s comptroller �n regulat�ng several off�ces, and
br�ng�ng the off�cers to account, I was, upon h�s death �n 1753,
appo�nted, jo�ntly w�th Mr. W�ll�am Hunter, to succeed h�m, by a



comm�ss�on from the postmaster-general �n England. The Amer�can
off�ce never had h�therto pa�d any th�ng to that of Br�ta�n. We were to
have s�x hundred pounds a year between us, �f we could make that
sum out of the prof�ts of the off�ce. To do th�s, a var�ety of
�mprovements were necessary; some of these were �nev�tably at f�rst
expens�ve, so that �n the f�rst four years the off�ce became above
n�ne hundred pounds �n debt to us. But �t soon after began to repay
us; and before I was d�splac'd by a freak of the m�n�sters, of wh�ch I
shall speak hereafter, we had brought �t to y�eld three t�mes as much
clear revenue to the crown as the postoff�ce of Ireland. S�nce that
�mprudent transact�on, they have rece�v'd from �t—not one farth�ng!

The bus�ness of the postoff�ce occas�on'd my tak�ng a journey th�s
year to New England, where the College of Cambr�dge, of the�r own
mot�on, presented me w�th the degree of Master of Arts. Yale
College, �n Connect�cut, had before made me a s�m�lar compl�ment.
Thus, w�thout study�ng �n any college, I came to partake of the�r
honours. They were conferr'd �n cons�derat�on of my �mprovements
and d�scover�es �n the electr�c branch of natural ph�losophy.

In 1754, war w�th France be�ng aga�n apprehended, a congress of
comm�ss�oners from the d�fferent colon�es was, by an order of the
Lords of Trade, to be assembled at Albany, there to confer w�th the
ch�efs of the S�x Nat�ons concern�ng the means of defend�ng both
the�r country and ours. Governor Ham�lton, hav�ng rece�v'd th�s order,
acqua�nted the House w�th �t, request�ng they would furn�sh proper
presents for the Ind�ans, to be g�ven on th�s occas�on; and nam�ng
the speaker (Mr. Norr�s) and myself to jo�n Mr. Thomas Penn and Mr.
Secretary Peters as comm�ss�oners to act for Pennsylvan�a. The
House approv'd the nom�nat�on, and prov�ded the goods for the
present, and tho' they d�d not much l�ke treat�ng out of the prov�nces;
and we met the other comm�ss�oners at Albany about the m�ddle of
June.

In our way th�ther, I projected and drew a plan for the un�on of all
the colon�es under one government, so far as m�ght be necessary for
defense, and other �mportant general purposes. As we pass'd thro'



New York, I had there shown my project to Mr. James Alexander and
Mr. Kennedy, two gentlemen of great knowledge �n publ�c affa�rs,
and, be�ng fort�f�ed by the�r approbat�on, I ventur'd to lay �t before the
Congress. It then appeared that several of the comm�ss�oners had
form'd plans of the same k�nd. A prev�ous quest�on was f�rst taken,
whether a un�on should be establ�shed, wh�ch pass'd �n the
aff�rmat�ve unan�mously. A comm�ttee was then appo�nted, one
member from each colony, to cons�der the several plans and report.
M�ne happen'd to be preferr'd, and, w�th a few amendments, was
accord�ngly reported.

By th�s plan the general government was to be adm�n�stered by a
pres�dent-general, appo�nted and supported by the crown, and a
grand counc�l was to be chosen by the representat�ves of the people
of the several colon�es, met �n the�r respect�ve assembl�es. The
debates upon �t �n Congress went on da�ly, hand �n hand w�th the
Ind�an bus�ness. Many object�ons and d�ff�cult�es were started, but at
length they were all overcome, and the plan was unan�mously
agreed to, and cop�es ordered to be transm�tted to the Board of
Trade and to the assembl�es of the several prov�nces. Its fate was
s�ngular: the assembl�es d�d not adopt �t, as they all thought there
was too much prerogat�ve �n �t, and �n England �t was judg'd to have
too much of the democrat�c.

The Board of Trade therefore d�d not approve of �t, nor recommend
�t for the approbat�on of h�s majesty; but another scheme was form'd,
supposed to answer the same purpose better, whereby the
governors of the prov�nces, w�th some members of the�r respect�ve
counc�ls, were to meet and order the ra�s�ng of troops, bu�ld�ng of
forts, etc., and to draw on the treasury of Great Br�ta�n for the
expense, wh�ch was afterwards to be refunded by an act of
Parl�ament lay�ng a tax on Amer�ca. My plan, w�th my reasons �n
support of �t, �s to be found among my pol�t�cal papers that are
pr�nted.

Be�ng the w�nter follow�ng �n Boston, I had much conversat�on w�th
Governor Sh�rley upon both the plans. Part of what passed between



us on the occas�on may also be seen among those papers. The
d�fferent and contrary reasons of d�sl�ke to my plan makes me
suspect that �t was really the true med�um; and I am st�ll of op�n�on �t
would have been happy for both s�des the water �f �t had been
adopted. The colon�es, so un�ted, would have been suff�c�ently
strong to have defended themselves; there would then have been no
need of troops from England; of course, the subsequent pretence for
tax�ng Amer�ca, and the bloody contest �t occas�oned, would have
been avo�ded. But such m�stakes are not new; h�story �s full of the
errors of states and pr�nces.

Look round the hab�table world, how few
Know the�r own good, or, know�ng �t, pursue!

Those who govern, hav�ng much bus�ness on the�r hands, do not
generally l�ke to take the trouble of cons�der�ng and carry�ng �nto
execut�on new projects. The best publ�c measures are therefore
seldom adopted from prev�ous w�sdom, but forc'd by the occas�on.

The Governor of Pennsylvan�a, �n send�ng �t down to the
Assembly, express'd h�s approbat�on of the plan, "as appear�ng to
h�m to be drawn up w�th great clearness and strength of judgment,
and therefore recommended �t as well worthy of the�r closest and
most ser�ous attent�on." The House, however, by the management of
a certa�n member, took �t up when I happen'd to be absent, wh�ch I
thought not very fa�r, and reprobated �t w�thout pay�ng any attent�on
to �t at all, to my no small mort�f�cat�on.

In my journey to Boston th�s year, I met at New York w�th our new
governor, Mr. Morr�s, just arr�v'd there from England, w�th whom I
had been before �nt�mately acqua�nted. He brought a comm�ss�on to
supersede Mr. Ham�lton, who, t�r'd w�th the d�sputes h�s propr�etary
�nstruct�ons subjected h�m to, had res�gn'd. Mr. Morr�s ask'd me �f I
thought he must expect as uncomfortable an adm�n�strat�on. I sa�d,
"No; you may, on the contrary, have a very comfortable one, �f you
w�ll only take care not to enter �nto any d�spute w�th the Assembly."
"My dear fr�end," says he, pleasantly, "how can you adv�se my
avo�d�ng d�sputes? You know I love d�sput�ng; �t �s one of my greatest



pleasures; however, to show the regard I have for your counsel, I
prom�se you I w�ll, �f poss�ble, avo�d them." He had some reason for
lov�ng to d�spute, be�ng eloquent, an acute soph�ster, and, therefore,
generally successful �n argumentat�ve conversat�on. He had been
brought up to �t from a boy, h�s father, as I have heard, accustom�ng
h�s ch�ldren to d�spute w�th one another for h�s d�vers�on, wh�le s�tt�ng
at table after d�nner; but I th�nk the pract�ce was not w�se; for, �n the
course of my observat�on, these d�sput�ng, contrad�ct�ng, and
confut�ng people are generally unfortunate �n the�r affa�rs. They get
v�ctory somet�mes, but they never get good w�ll, wh�ch would be of
more use to them. We parted, he go�ng to Ph�ladelph�a, and I to
Boston.

In return�ng, I met at New York w�th the votes of the Assembly, by
wh�ch �t appear'd that, notw�thstand�ng h�s prom�se to me, he and the
House were already �n h�gh content�on; and �t was a cont�nual battle
between them as long as he reta�n'd the government. I had my share
of �t; for, as soon as I got back to my seat �n the Assembly, I was put
on every comm�ttee for answer�ng h�s speeches and messages, and
by the comm�ttees always des�red to make the drafts. Our answers,
as well as h�s messages, were often tart, and somet�mes �ndecently
abus�ve; and, as he knew I wrote for the Assembly, one m�ght have
�mag�ned that, when we met, we could hardly avo�d cutt�ng throats;
but he was so good-natur'd a man that no personal d�fference
between h�m and me was occas�on'd by the contest, and we often
d�n'd together.

One afternoon, �n the he�ght of th�s publ�c quarrel, we met �n the
street. "Frankl�n," says he, "you must go home w�th me and spend
the even�ng; I am to have some company that you w�ll l�ke;" and,
tak�ng me by the arm, he led me to h�s house. In gay conversat�on
over our w�ne, after supper, he told us, jok�ngly, that he much adm�r'd
the �dea of Sancho Panza, who, when �t was proposed to g�ve h�m a
government, requested �t m�ght be a government of blacks, as then,
�f he could not agree w�th h�s people, he m�ght sell them. One of h�s
fr�ends, who sat next to me, says, "Frankl�n, why do you cont�nue to
s�de w�th these damn'd Quakers? Had not you better sell them? The



propr�etor would g�ve you a good pr�ce." "The governor," says I, "has
not yet blacked them enough." He, �ndeed, had labored hard to
blacken the Assembly �n all h�s messages, but they w�p'd off h�s
color�ng as fast as he la�d �t on, and plac'd �t, �n return, th�ck upon h�s
own face; so that, f�nd�ng he was l�kely to be negrof�ed h�mself, he,
as well as Mr. Ham�lton, grew t�r'd of the contest, and qu�tted the
government.

[13] These publ�c quarrels were all at bottom ow�ng to the
propr�etar�es, our hered�tary governors, who, when any expense was
to be �ncurred for the defense of the�r prov�nce, w�th �ncred�ble
meanness �nstructed the�r deput�es to pass no act for levy�ng the
necessary taxes, unless the�r vast estates were �n the same act
expressly excused; and they had even taken bonds of these
deput�es to observe such �nstruct�ons. The Assembl�es for three
years held out aga�nst th�s �njust�ce, tho' constra�ned to bend at last.
At length Capta�n Denny, who was Governor Morr�s's successor,
ventured to d�sobey those �nstruct�ons; how that was brought about I
shall show hereafter.

[13] My acts �n Morr�s's t�me, m�l�tary, etc.—[Marg. note.]

But I am got forward too fast w�th my story: there are st�ll some
transact�ons to be ment�on'd that happened dur�ng the adm�n�strat�on
of Governor Morr�s.

War be�ng �n a manner commenced w�th France, the government
of Massachusetts Bay projected an attack upon Crown Po�nt, and
sent Mr. Qu�ncy to Pennsylvan�a, and Mr. Pownall, afterward
Governor Pownall, to New York, to sol�c�t ass�stance. As I was �n the
Assembly, knew �ts temper, and was Mr. Qu�ncy's countryman, he
appl�'d to me for my �nfluence and ass�stance. I d�ctated h�s address
to them, wh�ch was well rece�v'd. They voted an a�d of ten thousand
pounds, to be la�d out �n prov�s�ons. But the governor refus�ng h�s
assent to the�r b�ll (wh�ch �ncluded th�s w�th other sums granted for
the use of the crown), unless a clause were �nserted exempt�ng the
propr�etary estate from bear�ng any part of the tax that would be
necessary, the Assembly, tho' very des�rous of mak�ng the�r grant to



New England effectual, were at a loss how to accompl�sh �t. Mr.
Qu�ncy labored hard w�th the governor to obta�n h�s assent, but he
was obst�nate.

I then suggested a method of do�ng the bus�ness w�thout the
governor, by orders on the trustees of the Loan Off�ce, wh�ch, by law,
the Assembly had the r�ght of draw�ng. There was, �ndeed, l�ttle or no
money at that t�me �n the off�ce, and therefore I propos'd that the
orders should be payable �n a year, and to bear an �nterest of f�ve per
cent. W�th these orders I suppos'd the prov�s�ons m�ght eas�ly be
purchas'd. The Assembly, w�th very l�ttle hes�tat�on, adopted the
proposal. The orders were �mmed�ately pr�nted, and I was one of the
comm�ttee d�rected to s�gn and d�spose of them. The fund for pay�ng
them was the �nterest of all the paper currency then extant �n the
prov�nce upon loan, together w�th the revenue ar�s�ng from the
exc�se, wh�ch be�ng known to be more than suff�c�ent, they obta�n'd
�nstant cred�t, and were not only rece�v'd �n payment for the
prov�s�ons, but many money'd people, who had cash ly�ng by them,
vested �t �n those orders, wh�ch they found advantageous, as they
bore �nterest wh�le upon hand, and m�ght on any occas�on be used
as money; so that they were eagerly all bought up, and �n a few
weeks none of them were to be seen. Thus th�s �mportant affa�r was
by my means compleated. My Qu�ncy return'd thanks to the
Assembly �n a handsome memor�al, went home h�ghly pleas'd w�th
the success of h�s embassy, and ever after bore for me the most
cord�al and affect�onate fr�endsh�p.

The Br�t�sh government, not chus�ng to perm�t the un�on of the
colon�es as propos'd at Albany, and to trust that un�on w�th the�r
defense, lest they should thereby grow too m�l�tary, and feel the�r
own strength, susp�c�ons and jealous�es at th�s t�me be�ng enterta�n'd
of them, sent over General Braddock w�th two reg�ments of regular
Engl�sh troops for that purpose. He landed at Alexandr�a, �n V�rg�n�a,
and thence march'd to Freder�ctown, �n Maryland, where he halted
for carr�ages. Our Assembly apprehend�ng, from some �nformat�on,
that he had conce�ved v�olent prejud�ces aga�nst them, as averse to
the serv�ce, w�sh'd me to wa�t upon h�m, not as from them, but as



postmaster-general, under the gu�se of propos�ng to settle w�th h�m
the mode of conduct�ng w�th most celer�ty and certa�nty the
despatches between h�m and the governors of the several prov�nces,
w�th whom he must necessar�ly have cont�nual correspondence, and
of wh�ch they propos'd to pay the expense. My son accompan�ed me
on th�s journey.

We found the general at Freder�ctown, wa�t�ng �mpat�ently for the
return of those he had sent thro' the back parts of Maryland and
V�rg�n�a to collect waggons. I stayed w�th h�m several days, d�n'd w�th
h�m da�ly, and had full opportun�ty of remov�ng all h�s prejud�ces, by
the �nformat�on of what the Assembly had before h�s arr�val actually
done, and were st�ll w�ll�ng to do, to fac�l�tate h�s operat�ons. When I
was about to depart, the returns of waggons to be obta�ned were
brought �n, by wh�ch �t appear'd that they amounted only to twenty-
f�ve, and not all of those were �n serv�ceable cond�t�on. The general
and all the off�cers were surpr�s'd, declar'd the exped�t�on was then at
an end, be�ng �mposs�ble, and excla�m'd aga�nst the m�n�sters for
�gnorantly land�ng them �n a country dest�tute of the means of
convey�ng the�r stores, baggage, etc., not less than one hundred and
f�fty waggons be�ng necessary.

I happened to say I thought �t was a p�ty they had not been landed
rather �n Pennsylvan�a, as �n that country almost every farmer had
h�s waggon. The general eagerly la�d hold of my words, and sa�d,
"Then you, s�r, who are a man of �nterest there, can probably procure
them for us; and I beg you w�ll undertake �t." I ask'd what terms were
to be offer'd the owners of the waggons; and I was des�r'd to put on
paper the terms that appeared to me necessary. Th�s I d�d, and they
were agreed to, and a comm�ss�on and �nstruct�ons accord�ngly
prepar'd �mmed�ately. What those terms were w�ll appear �n the
advert�sement I publ�sh'd as soon as I arr�v'd at Lancaster, wh�ch
be�ng, from the great and sudden effect �t produc'd, a p�ece of some
cur�os�ty, I shall �nsert �t at length, as follows:

"A������������.

"LANCASTER, Apr�l 26, 1755.



"Whereas, one hundred and f�fty waggons, w�th four horses to
each waggon, and f�fteen hundred saddle or pack horses, are
wanted for the serv�ce of h�s majesty's forces now about to
rendezvous at W�ll's Creek, and h�s excellency General Braddock
hav�ng been pleased to empower me to contract for the h�re of the
same, I hereby g�ve not�ce that I shall attend for that purpose at
Lancaster from th�s day to next Wednesday even�ng, and at York
from next Thursday morn�ng t�ll Fr�day even�ng, where I shall be
ready to agree for waggons and teams, or s�ngle horses, on the
follow�ng terms, v�z.: 1. That there shall be pa�d for each waggon,
w�th four good horses and a dr�ver, f�fteen sh�ll�ngs per d�em; and for
each able horse w�th a pack-saddle, or other saddle and furn�ture,
two sh�ll�ngs per d�em; and for each able horse w�thout a saddle,
e�ghteen pence per d�em. 2. That the pay commence from the t�me
of the�r jo�n�ng the forces at W�ll's Creek, wh�ch must be on or before
the 20th of May ensu�ng, and that a reasonable allowance be pa�d
over and above for the t�me necessary for the�r travell�ng to W�ll's
Creek and home aga�n after the�r d�scharge. 3. Each waggon and
team, and every saddle or pack horse, �s to be valued by �nd�fferent
persons chosen between me and the owner; and �n case of the loss
of any waggon, team, or other horse �n the serv�ce, the pr�ce
accord�ng to such valuat�on �s to be allowed and pa�d. 4. Seven days'
pay �s to be advanced and pa�d �n hand by me to the owner of each
waggon and team, or horse, at the t�me of contract�ng, �f requ�red,
and the rema�nder to be pa�d by General Braddock, or by the
paymaster of the army, at the t�me of the�r d�scharge, or from t�me to
t�me, as �t shall be demanded. 5. No dr�vers of waggons, or persons
tak�ng care of the h�red horses, are on any account to be called upon
to do the duty of sold�ers, or be otherw�se employed than �n
conduct�ng or tak�ng care of the�r carr�ages or horses. 6. All oats,
Ind�an corn, or other forage that waggons or horses br�ng to the
camp, more than �s necessary for the subs�stence of the horses, �s to
be taken for the use of the army, and a reasonable pr�ce pa�d for the
same.

"Note.—My son, W�ll�am Frankl�n, �s empowered to enter �nto l�ke
contracts w�th any person �n Cumberland county.



"B. F�������."

"To the �nhab�tants of the Count�es of Lancaster,
York and Cumberland.

"Fr�ends and Countrymen,

"Be�ng occas�onally at the camp at Freder�c a few days s�nce, I
found the general and off�cers extremely exasperated on account of
the�r not be�ng suppl�ed w�th horses and carr�ages, wh�ch had been
expected from th�s prov�nce, as most able to furn�sh them; but,
through the d�ssens�ons between our governor and Assembly,
money had not been prov�ded, nor any steps taken for that purpose.

"It was proposed to send an armed force �mmed�ately �nto these
count�es, to se�ze as many of the best carr�ages and horses as
should be wanted, and compel as many persons �nto the serv�ce as
would be necessary to dr�ve and take care of them.

"I apprehended that the progress of Br�t�sh sold�ers through these
count�es on such an occas�on, espec�ally cons�der�ng the temper
they are �n, and the�r resentment aga�nst us, would be attended w�th
many and great �nconven�ences to the �nhab�tants, and therefore
more w�ll�ngly took the trouble of try�ng f�rst what m�ght be done by
fa�r and equ�table means. The people of these back count�es have
lately compla�ned to the Assembly that a suff�c�ent currency was
want�ng; you have an opportun�ty of rece�v�ng and d�v�d�ng among
you a very cons�derable sum; for, �f the serv�ce of th�s exped�t�on
should cont�nue, as �t �s more than probable �t w�ll, for one hundred
and twenty days, the h�re of these waggons and horses w�ll amount
to upward of th�rty thousand pounds, wh�ch w�ll be pa�d you �n s�lver
and gold of the k�ng's money.

"The serv�ce w�ll be l�ght and easy, for the army w�ll scarce march
above twelve m�les per day, and the waggons and baggage-horses,
as they carry those th�ngs that are absolutely necessary to the
welfare of the army, must march w�th the army, and no faster; and



are, for the army's sake, always placed where they can be most
secure, whether �n a march or �n a camp.

"If you are really, as I bel�eve you are, good and loyal subjects to
h�s majesty, you may now do a most acceptable serv�ce, and make �t
easy to yourselves; for three or four of such as can not separately
spare from the bus�ness of the�r plantat�ons a waggon and four
horses and a dr�ver, may do �t together, one furn�sh�ng the waggon,
another one or two horses, and another the dr�ver, and d�v�de the
pay proport�onately between you; but �f you do not th�s serv�ce to
your k�ng and country voluntar�ly, when such good pay and
reasonable terms are offered to you, your loyalty w�ll be strongly
suspected. The k�ng's bus�ness must be done; so many brave
troops, come so far for your defense, must not stand �dle through
your backwardness to do what may be reasonably expected from
you; waggons and horses must be had; v�olent measures w�ll
probably be used, and you w�ll be left to seek for a recompense
where you can f�nd �t, and your case, perhaps, be l�ttle p�t�ed or
regarded.

"I have no part�cular �nterest �n th�s affa�r, as, except the
sat�sfact�on of endeavor�ng to do good, I shall have only my labour
for my pa�ns. If th�s method of obta�n�ng the waggons and horses �s
not l�kely to succeed, I am obl�ged to send word to the general �n
fourteen days; and I suppose S�r John St. Cla�r, the hussar, w�th a
body of sold�ers, w�ll �mmed�ately enter the prov�nce for the purpose,
wh�ch I shall be sorry to hear, because I am very s�ncerely and truly
your fr�end and well-w�sher,

B. F�������."

I rece�ved of the general about e�ght hundred pounds, to be
d�sbursed �n advance-money to the waggon owners, etc.; but that
sum be�ng �nsuff�c�ent, I advanc'd upward of two hundred pounds
more, and �n two weeks the one hundred and f�fty waggons, w�th two
hundred and f�fty-n�ne carry�ng horses, were on the�r march for the
camp. The advert�sement prom�sed payment accord�ng to the



valuat�on, �n case any waggon or horse should be lost. The owners,
however, alleg�ng they d�d not know General Braddock, or what
dependence m�ght be had on h�s prom�se, �ns�sted on my bond for
the performance, wh�ch I accord�ngly gave them.

Wh�le I was at the camp, supp�ng one even�ng w�th the off�cers of
Colonel Dunbar's reg�ment, he represented to me h�s concern for the
subalterns, who, he sa�d, were generally not �n affluence, and could
�ll afford, �n th�s dear country, to lay �n the stores that m�ght be
necessary �n so long a march, thro' a w�lderness, where noth�ng was
to be purchas'd. I comm�serated the�r case, and resolved to
endeavor procur�ng them some rel�ef. I sa�d noth�ng, however, to h�m
of my �ntent�on, but wrote the next morn�ng to the comm�ttee of the
Assembly, who had the d�spos�t�on of some publ�c money, warmly
recommend�ng the case of these off�cers to the�r cons�derat�on, and
propos�ng that a present should be sent them of necessar�es and
refreshments. My son, who had some exper�ence of a camp l�fe, and
of �ts wants, drew up a l�st for me, wh�ch I enclos'd �n my letter. The
comm�ttee approv'd, and used such d�l�gence that, conducted by my
son, the stores arr�ved at the camp as soon as the waggons. They
cons�sted of twenty parcels, each conta�n�ng

6 lbs. loaf sugar. 1 Gloucester cheese.
6 lbs. good Muscovado do. 1 kegg conta�n�ng 20 lbs. good butter.
1 lb. good green tea. 2 doz. old Made�ra w�ne.
1 lb. good bohea do. 2 gallons Jama�ca sp�r�ts.
6 lbs. good ground coffee. 1 bottle flour of mustard.
6 lbs. chocolate. 2 well-cur'd hams.
1-2 cwt. best wh�te b�scu�t. 1-2 dozen dry'd tongues.
1-2 lb. pepper. 6 lbs. r�ce.
1 quart best wh�te w�ne v�negar. 6 lbs. ra�s�ns.

These twenty parcels, well pack'd, were placed on as many
horses, each parcel, w�th the horse, be�ng �ntended as a present for
one off�cer. They were very thankfully rece�v'd, and the k�ndness
acknowledg'd by letters to me from the colonels of both reg�ments, �n
the most grateful terms. The general, too, was h�ghly sat�sf�ed w�th
my conduct �n procur�ng h�m the waggons, etc., and read�ly pa�d my



account of d�sbursements, thank�ng me repeatedly, and request�ng
my farther ass�stance �n send�ng prov�s�ons after h�m. I undertook
th�s also, and was bus�ly employ'd �n �t t�ll we heard of h�s defeat,
advanc�ng for the serv�ce of my own money, upwards of one
thousand pounds sterl�ng, of wh�ch I sent h�m an account. It came to
h�s hands, luck�ly for me, a few days before the battle, and he
return'd me �mmed�ately an order on the paymaster for the round
sum of one thousand pounds, leav�ng the rema�nder to the next
account. I cons�der th�s payment as good luck, hav�ng never been
able to obta�n that rema�nder, of wh�ch more hereafter.

Th�s general was, I th�nk, a brave man, and m�ght probably have
made a f�gure as a good off�cer �n some European war. But he had
too much self-conf�dence, too h�gh an op�n�on of the val�d�ty of
regular troops, and too mean a one of both Amer�cans and Ind�ans.
George Croghan, our Ind�an �nterpreter, jo�n'd h�m on h�s march w�th
one hundred of those people, who m�ght have been of great use to
h�s army as gu�des, scouts, etc., �f he had treated them k�ndly; but he
sl�ghted and neglected them, and they gradually left h�m.

In conversat�on w�th h�m one day, he was g�v�ng me some account
of h�s �ntended progress. "After tak�ng Fort Duquesne," says he, "I
am to proceed to N�agara; and, hav�ng taken that, to Frontenac, �f
the season w�ll allow t�me; and I suppose �t w�ll, for Duquesne can
hardly deta�n me above three or four days; and then I see noth�ng
that can obstruct my march to N�agara." Hav�ng before revolv'd �n my
m�nd the long l�ne h�s army must make �n the�r march by a very
narrow road, to be cut for them thro' the woods and bushes, and also
what I had read of a former defeat of f�fteen hundred French, who
�nvaded the Iroquo�s country, I had conce�v'd some doubts and some
fears for the event of the campa�gn. But I ventur'd only to say, "To be
sure, s�r, �f you arr�ve well before Duquesne, w�th these f�ne troops,
so well prov�ded w�th art�llery, that place not yet compleatly fort�f�ed,
and as we hear w�th no very strong garr�son, can probably make but
a short res�stance. The only danger I apprehend of obstruct�on to
your march �s from ambuscades of Ind�ans, who, by constant
pract�ce, are dexterous �n lay�ng and execut�ng them; and the



slender l�ne, near four m�les long, wh�ch your army must make, may
expose �t to be attack'd by surpr�se �n �ts flanks, and to be cut l�ke a
thread �nto several p�eces, wh�ch, from the�r d�stance, can not come
up �n t�me to support each other."

He sm�l'd at my �gnorance, and reply'd, "These savages may,
�ndeed, be a form�dable enemy to your raw Amer�can m�l�t�a, but
upon the k�ng's regular and d�sc�pl�n'd troops, s�r, �t �s �mposs�ble they
should make any �mpress�on." I was consc�ous of an �mpropr�ety �n
my d�sput�ng w�th a m�l�tary man �n matters of h�s profess�on, and
sa�d no more. The enemy, however, d�d not take the advantage of
h�s army wh�ch I apprehended �ts long l�ne of march expos'd �t to, but
let �t advance w�thout �nterrupt�on t�ll w�th�n n�ne m�les of the place;
and then, when more �n a body (for �t had just passed a r�ver, where
the front had halted t�ll all were come over), and �n a more open part
of the woods than any �t had pass'd, attack'd �ts advanced guard by a
heavy f�re from beh�nd trees and bushes, wh�ch was the f�rst
�ntell�gence the general had of an enemy's be�ng near h�m. Th�s
guard be�ng d�sordered, the general hurr�ed the troops up to the�r
ass�stance, wh�ch was done �n great confus�on, thro' waggons,
baggage, and cattle; and presently the f�re came upon the�r flank: the
off�cers, be�ng on horseback, were more eas�ly d�st�ngu�sh'd, p�ck'd
out as marks, and fell very fast; and the sold�ers were crowded
together �n a huddle, hav�ng or hear�ng no orders, and stand�ng to be
shot at t�ll two-th�rds of them were k�lled; and then, be�ng se�z'd w�th
a pan�ck, the whole fled w�th prec�p�tat�on.

The waggoners took each a horse out of h�s team and scamper'd;
the�r example was �mmed�ately followed by others; so that all the
waggons, prov�s�ons, art�llery, and stores were left to the enemy. The
general, be�ng wounded, was brought off w�th d�ff�culty; h�s secretary,
Mr. Sh�rley, was k�lled by h�s s�de; and out of e�ghty-s�x off�cers, s�xty-
three were k�lled or wounded, and seven hundred and fourteen men
k�lled out of eleven hundred. These eleven hundred had been p�cked
men from the whole army; the rest had been left beh�nd w�th Colonel
Dunbar, who was to follow w�th the heav�er part of the stores,
prov�s�ons, and baggage. The flyers, not be�ng pursu'd, arr�v'd at



Dunbar's camp, and the pan�ck they brought w�th them �nstantly
se�z'd h�m and all h�s people; and, tho' he had now above one
thousand men, and the enemy who had beaten Braddock d�d not at
most exceed four hundred Ind�ans and French together, �nstead of
proceed�ng, and endeavor�ng to recover some of the lost honour, he
ordered all the stores, ammun�t�on, etc., to be destroy'd, that he
m�ght have more horses to ass�st h�s fl�ght towards the settlements,
and less lumber to remove. He was there met w�th requests from the
governors of V�rg�n�a, Maryland, and Pennsylvan�a, that he would
post h�s troops on the front�ers, so as to afford some protect�on to the
�nhab�tants; but he cont�nu'd h�s hasty march thro' all the country, not
th�nk�ng h�mself safe t�ll he arr�v'd at Ph�ladelph�a, where the
�nhab�tants could protect h�m. Th�s whole transact�on gave us
Amer�cans the f�rst susp�c�on that our exalted �deas of the prowess of
Br�t�sh regulars had not been well founded.

In the�r f�rst march, too, from the�r land�ng t�ll they got beyond the
settlements, they had plundered and str�pped the �nhab�tants, totally
ru�n�ng some poor fam�l�es, bes�des �nsult�ng, abus�ng, and conf�n�ng
the people �f they remonstrated. Th�s was enough to put us out of
conce�t of such defenders, �f we had really wanted any. How d�fferent
was the conduct of our French fr�ends �n 1781, who, dur�ng a march
thro' the most �nhab�ted part of our country from Rhode Island to
V�rg�n�a, near seven hundred m�les, occas�oned not the smallest
compla�nt for the loss of a p�g, a ch�cken, or even an apple.

Capta�n Orme, who was one of the general's a�ds-de-camp, and,
be�ng gr�evously wounded, was brought off w�th h�m, and cont�nu'd
w�th h�m to h�s death, wh�ch happen'd �n a few days, told me that he
was totally s�lent all the f�rst day, and at n�ght only sa�d, "Who would
have thought �t?" That he was s�lent aga�n the follow�ng day, say�ng
only at last, "We shall better know how to deal w�th them another
t�me;" and dy'd �n a few m�nutes after.

The secretary's papers, w�th all the general's orders, �nstruct�ons,
and correspondence, fall�ng �nto the enemy's hands, they selected
and translated �nto French a number of the art�cles, wh�ch they



pr�nted, to prove the host�le �ntent�ons of the Br�t�sh court before the
declarat�on of war. Among these I saw some letters of the general to
the m�n�stry, speak�ng h�ghly of the great serv�ce I had rendered the
army, and recommend�ng me to the�r not�ce. Dav�d Hume, too, who
was some years after secretary to Lord Hertford, when m�n�ster �n
France, and afterward to General Conway, when secretary of state,
told me he had seen among the papers �n that off�ce, letters from
Braddock h�ghly recommend�ng me. But, the exped�t�on hav�ng been
unfortunate, my serv�ce, �t seems, was not thought of much value, for
those recommendat�ons were never of any use to me.

As to rewards from h�mself, I ask'd only one, wh�ch was, that he
would g�ve orders to h�s off�cers not to enl�st any more of our bought
servants, and that he would d�scharge such as had been already
enl�sted. Th�s he read�ly granted, and several were accord�ngly
return'd to the�r masters, on my appl�cat�on. Dunbar, when the
command devolv'd on h�m, was not so generous. He be�ng at
Ph�ladelph�a, on h�s retreat, or rather fl�ght, I apply'd to h�m for the
d�scharge of the servants of three poor farmers of Lancaster county
that he had enl�sted, rem�nd�ng h�m of the late general's orders on
that head. He prom�sed me that, �f the masters would come to h�m at
Trenton, where he should be �n a few days on h�s march to New
York, he would there del�ver the�r men to them. They accord�ngly
were at the expense and trouble of go�ng to Trenton, and there he
refus'd to perform h�s prom�se, to the�r great loss and
d�sappo�ntment.

As soon as the loss of the waggons and horses was generally
known, all the owners came upon me for the valuat�on wh�ch I had
g�ven bond to pay. The�r demands gave me a great deal of trouble,
my acqua�nt�ng them that the money was ready �n the paymaster's
hands, but that orders for pay�ng �t must f�rst be obta�ned from
General Sh�rley, and my assur�ng them that I had apply'd to that
general by letter; but, he be�ng at a d�stance, an answer could not
soon be rece�v'd, and they must have pat�ence, all th�s was not
suff�c�ent to sat�sfy, and some began to sue me. General Sh�rley at
length rel�eved me from th�s terr�ble s�tuat�on by appo�nt�ng



comm�ss�oners to exam�ne the cla�ms, and order�ng payment. They
amounted to near twenty thousand pound, wh�ch to pay would have
ru�ned me.

Before we had the news of th�s defeat, the two Doctors Bond
came to me w�th a subscr�pt�on paper for ra�s�ng money to defray the
expense of a grand f�rework, wh�ch �t was �ntended to exh�b�t at a
rejo�c�ng on rece�pt of the news of our tak�ng Fort Duquesne. I looked
grave, and sa�d �t would, I thought, be t�me enough to prepare for the
rejo�c�ng when we knew we should have occas�on to rejo�ce. They
seem'd surpr�s'd that I d�d not �mmed�ately comply w�th the�r
proposal. "Why the d—l!" says one of them, "you surely don't
suppose that the fort w�ll not be taken?" "I don't know that �t w�ll not
be taken, but I know that the events of war are subject to great
uncerta�nty." I gave them the reasons of my doubt�ng; the
subscr�pt�on was dropt, and the projectors thereby m�ssed the
mort�f�cat�on they would have undergone �f the f�rework had been
prepared. Dr. Bond, on some other occas�on afterward, sa�d that he
d�d not l�ke Frankl�n's forebod�ngs.

Governor Morr�s, who had cont�nually worr�ed the Assembly w�th
message after message before the defeat of Braddock, to beat them
�nto the mak�ng of acts to ra�se money for the defense of the
prov�nce, w�thout tax�ng, among others, the propr�etary estates, and
had rejected all the�r b�lls for not hav�ng such an exempt�ng clause,
now redoubled h�s attacks w�th more hope of success, the danger
and necess�ty be�ng greater. The Assembly, however, cont�nu'd f�rm,
bel�ev�ng they had just�ce on the�r s�de, and that �t would be g�v�ng up
an essent�al r�ght �f they suffered the governor to amend the�r
money-b�lls. In one of the last, �ndeed, wh�ch was for grant�ng f�fty
thousand pounds, h�s propos'd amendment was only of a s�ngle
word. The b�ll expressed "that all estates, real and personal, were to
be taxed, those of the propr�etar�es not excepted." H�s amendment
was, for not read only: a small, but very mater�al alterat�on. However,
when the news of th�s d�saster reached England, our fr�ends there,
whom we had taken care to furn�sh w�th all the Assembly's answers
to the governor's messages, ra�s'd a clamor aga�nst the propr�etar�es



for the�r meanness and �njust�ce �n g�v�ng the�r governor such
�nstruct�ons; some go�ng so far as to say that, by obstruct�ng the
defense of the�r prov�nce, they forfe�ted the�r r�ght to �t. They were
�nt�m�dated by th�s, and sent orders to the�r rece�ver-general to add
f�ve thousand pounds of the�r money to whatever sum m�ght be g�ven
by the Assembly for such purpose.

Th�s, be�ng not�f�ed to the House, was accepted �n l�eu of the�r
share of a general tax, and a new b�ll was form'd, w�th an exempt�ng
clause, wh�ch passed accord�ngly. By th�s act I was appo�nted one of
the comm�ss�oners for d�spos�ng of the money, s�xty thousand
pounds. I had been act�ve �n modell�ng the b�ll and procur�ng �ts
passage, and had, at the same t�me, drawn a b�ll for establ�sh�ng and
d�sc�pl�n�ng of a voluntary m�l�t�a, wh�ch I carr�ed thro' the House
w�thout much d�ff�culty, as care was taken �n �t to leave the Quakers
at the�r l�berty. To promote the assoc�at�on necessary to form the
m�l�t�a, I wrote a d�alogue, [14] stat�ng and answer�ng all the object�ons
I could th�nk of to such a m�l�t�a, wh�ch was pr�nted, and had, as I
thought, great effect.



[14] Th�s d�alogue and the m�l�t�a act are �n the "Gentleman's
Magaz�ne" for February and March, 1756.—[Marg. note.]

Wh�le the several compan�es �n the c�ty and country were form�ng
and learn�ng the�r exerc�se, the governor preva�l'd w�th me to take
charge of our North-western front�er, wh�ch was �nfested by the
enemy, and prov�de for the defense of the �nhab�tants by ra�s�ng
troops and bu�ld�ng a l�ne of forts. I undertook th�s m�l�tary bus�ness,
tho' I d�d not conce�ve myself well qual�f�ed for �t. He gave me a
comm�ss�on w�th full powers, and a parcel of blank comm�ss�ons for
off�cers, to be g�ven to whom I thought f�t. I had but l�ttle d�ff�culty �n
ra�s�ng men, hav�ng soon f�ve hundred and s�xty under my command.
My son, who had �n the preced�ng war been an off�cer �n the army
ra�s'd aga�nst Canada, was my a�d-de-camp, and of great use to me.
The Ind�ans had burned Gnadenhut, a v�llage settled by the
Morav�ans, and massacred the �nhab�tants; but the place was
thought a good s�tuat�on for one of the forts.

In order to march th�ther, I assembled the compan�es at
Bethlehem, the ch�ef establ�shment of those people. I was surpr�sed
to f�nd �t �n so good a posture of defense; the destruct�on of
Gnadenhut had made them apprehend danger. The pr�nc�pal
bu�ld�ngs were defended by a stockade; they had purchased a
quant�ty of arms and ammun�t�on from New York, and had even
plac'd quant�t�es of small pav�ng stones between the w�ndows of the�r
h�gh stone houses, for the�r women to throw down upon the heads of
any Ind�ans that should attempt to force �nto them. The armed
brethren, too, kept watch, and rel�ev'd as method�cally as �n any
garr�son town. In conversat�on w�th the b�shop, Spangenberg, I
ment�on'd th�s my surpr�se; for, know�ng they had obta�ned an act of
Parl�ament exempt�ng them from m�l�tary dut�es �n the colon�es, I had
suppos'd they were consc�ent�ously scrupulous of bear�ng arms. He
answer'd me that �t was not one of the�r establ�shed pr�nc�ples, but
that, at the t�me of the�r obta�n�ng that act, �t was thought to be a
pr�nc�ple w�th many of the�r people. On th�s occas�on, however, they,
to the�r surpr�se, found �t adopted by but a few. It seems they were
e�ther dece�v'd �n themselves, or dece�v'd the Parl�ament; but



common sense, a�ded by present danger, w�ll somet�mes be too
strong for wh�ms�cal op�n�ons.

It was the beg�nn�ng of January when we set out upon th�s
bus�ness of bu�ld�ng forts. I sent one detachment toward the
M�n�s�nk, w�th �nstruct�ons to erect one for the secur�ty of that upper
part of the country, and another to the lower part, w�th s�m�lar
�nstruct�ons; and I concluded to go myself w�th the rest of my force to
Gnadenhut, where a fort was tho't more �mmed�ately necessary. The
Morav�ans procur'd me f�ve waggons for our tools, stores, baggage,
etc.

Just before we left Bethlehem, eleven farmers, who had been
dr�ven from the�r plantat�ons by the Ind�ans, came to me request�ng a
supply of f�rearms, that they m�ght go back and fetch off the�r cattle. I
gave them each a gun w�th su�table ammun�t�on. We had not
march'd many m�les before �t began to ra�n, and �t cont�nued ra�n�ng
all day; there were no hab�tat�ons on the road to shelter us, t�ll we
arr�v'd near n�ght at the house of a German, where, and �n h�s barn,
we were all huddled together, as wet as water could make us. It was
well we were not attack'd �n our march, for our arms were of the
most ord�nary sort, and our men could not keep the�r gun locks dry.
The Ind�ans are dextrous �n contr�vances for that purpose, wh�ch we
had not. They met that day the eleven poor farmers above
ment�oned, and k�lled ten of them. The one who escap'd �nform'd that
h�s and h�s compan�ons' guns would not go off, the pr�m�ng be�ng wet
w�th the ra�n.

The next day be�ng fa�r, we cont�nu'd our march, and arr�v'd at the
desolated Gnadenhut. There was a saw-m�ll near, round wh�ch were
left several p�les of boards, w�th wh�ch we soon hutted ourselves; an
operat�on the more necessary at that �nclement season, as we had
no tents. Our f�rst work was to bury more effectually the dead we
found there, who had been half �nterr'd by the country people.

The next morn�ng our fort was plann'd and mark'd out, the
c�rcumference measur�ng four hundred and f�fty-f�ve feet, wh�ch
would requ�re as many pal�sades to be made of trees, one w�th



another, of a foot d�ameter each. Our axes, of wh�ch we had seventy,
were �mmed�ately set to work to cut down trees, and, our men be�ng
dextrous �n the use of them, great despatch was made. See�ng the
trees fall so fast, I had the cur�os�ty to look at my watch when two
men began to cut at a p�ne; �n s�x m�nutes they had �t upon the
ground, and I found �t of fourteen �nches d�ameter. Each p�ne made
three pal�sades of e�ghteen feet long, po�nted at one end. Wh�le
these were prepar�ng, our other men dug a trench all round, of three
feet deep, �n wh�ch the pal�sades were to be planted; and, our
waggons, the bodys be�ng taken off, and the fore and h�nd wheels
separated by tak�ng out the p�n wh�ch un�ted the two parts of the
perch, we had ten carr�ages, w�th two horses each, to br�ng the
pal�sades from the woods to the spot. When they were set up, our
carpenters bu�lt a stage of boards all round w�th�n, about s�x feet
h�gh, for the men to stand on when to f�re thro' the loopholes. We
had one sw�vel gun, wh�ch we mounted on one of the angles, and
f�r'd �t as soon as f�x'd, to let the Ind�ans know, �f any were w�th�n
hear�ng, that we had such p�eces; and thus our fort, �f such a
magn�f�cent name may be g�ven to so m�serable a stockade, was
f�n�sh'd �n a week, though �t ra�n'd so hard every other day that the
men could not work.

Th�s gave me occas�on to observe, that, when men are employ'd,
they are best content'd; for on the days they worked they were good-
natur'd and cheerful, and, w�th the consc�ousness of hav�ng done a
good day's work, they spent the even�ng joll�ly; but on our �dle days
they were mut�nous and quarrelsome, f�nd�ng fault w�th the�r pork,
the bread, etc., and �n cont�nual �ll-humor, wh�ch put me �n m�nd of a
sea-capta�n, whose rule �t was to keep h�s men constantly at work;
and, when h�s mate once told h�m that they had done every th�ng,
and there was noth�ng further to employ them about, "Oh," says he,
"Make them scour the anchor."

Th�s k�nd of fort, however contempt�ble, �s a suff�c�ent defense
aga�nst Ind�ans, who have no cannon. F�nd�ng ourselves now posted
securely, and hav�ng a place to retreat to on occas�on, we ventur'd
out �n part�es to scour the adjacent country. We met w�th no Ind�ans,



but we found the places on the ne�ghbor�ng h�lls where they had la�n
to watch our proceed�ngs. There was an art �n the�r contr�vance of
those places, that seems worth ment�on. It be�ng w�nter, a f�re was
necessary for them; but a common f�re on the surface of the ground
would by �ts l�ght have d�scovered the�r pos�t�on at a d�stance. They
had therefore dug holes �n the ground about three feet d�ameter, and
somewhat deeper; we saw where they had w�th the�r hatchets cut off
the charcoal from the s�des of burnt logs ly�ng �n the woods. W�th
these coals they had made small f�res �n the bottom of the holes, and
we observ'd among the weeds and grass the pr�nts of the�r bod�es,
made by the�r lay�ng all round, w�th the�r legs hang�ng down �n the
holes to keep the�r feet warm, wh�ch, w�th them, �s an essent�al po�nt.
Th�s k�nd of f�re, so manag'd, could not d�scover them, e�ther by �ts
l�ght, flame, sparks, or even smoke: �t appear'd that the�r number
was not great, and �t seems they saw we were too many to be
attacked by them w�th prospect of advantage.

We had for our chapla�n a zealous Presbyter�an m�n�ster, Mr.
Beatty, who compla�ned to me that the men d�d not generally attend
h�s prayers and exhortat�ons. When they enl�sted, they were
prom�sed, bes�des pay and prov�s�ons, a g�ll of rum a day, wh�ch was
punctually serv'd out to them, half �n the morn�ng, and the other half
�n the even�ng; and I observ'd they were as punctual �n attend�ng to
rece�ve �t; upon wh�ch I sa�d to Mr. Beatty, "It �s, perhaps, below the
d�gn�ty of your profess�on to act as steward of the rum, but �f you
were to deal �t out and only just after prayers, you would have them
all about you." He l�ked the tho't, undertook the off�ce, and, w�th the
help of a few hands to measure out the l�quor, executed �t to
sat�sfact�on, and never were prayers more generally and more
punctually attended; so that I thought th�s method preferable to the
pun�shment �nfl�cted by some m�l�tary laws for non-attendance on
d�v�ne serv�ce.

I had hardly f�n�sh'd th�s bus�ness, and got my fort well stor'd w�th
prov�s�ons, when I rece�v'd a letter from the governor, acqua�nt�ng me
that he had call'd the Assembly, and w�shed my attendance there, �f
the posture of affa�rs on the front�ers was such that my rema�n�ng



there was no longer necessary. My fr�ends, too, of the Assembly,
press�ng me by the�r letters to be, �f poss�ble, at the meet�ng, and my
three �ntended forts be�ng now compleated, and the �nhab�tants
contented to rema�n on the�r farms under that protect�on, I resolved
to return; the more w�ll�ngly, as a New England off�cer, Colonel
Clapham, exper�enced �n Ind�an war, be�ng on a v�s�t to our
establ�shment, consented to accept the command. I gave h�m a
comm�ss�on, and, parad�ng the garr�son, had �t read before them,
and �ntroduc'd h�m to them as an off�cer who, from h�s sk�ll �n m�l�tary
affa�rs, was much more f�t to command them than myself; and, g�v�ng
them a l�ttle exhortat�on, took my leave. I was escorted as far as
Bethlehem, where I rested a few days to recover from the fat�gue I
had undergone. The f�rst n�ght, be�ng �n a good bed, I could hardly
sleep, �t was so d�fferent from my hard lodg�ng on the floor of our hut
at Gnaden wrapt only �n a blanket or two.

Wh�le at Bethlehem, I �nqu�r'd a l�ttle �nto the pract�ce of the
Morav�ans: some of them had accompan�ed me, and all were very
k�nd to me. I found they work'd for a common stock, eat at common
tables, and slept �n common dorm�tor�es, great numbers together. In
the dorm�tor�es I observed loopholes, at certa�n d�stances all along
just under the ce�l�ng, wh�ch I thought jud�c�ously placed for change
of a�r. I was at the�r church, where I was enterta�n'd w�th good
mus�ck, the organ be�ng accompan�ed w�th v�ol�ns, hautboys, flutes,
clar�nets, etc. I understood that the�r sermons were not usually
preached to m�xed congregat�ons of men, women, and ch�ldren, as �s
our common pract�ce, but that they assembled somet�mes the
marr�ed men, at other t�mes the�r w�ves, then the young men, the
young women, and the l�ttle ch�ldren, each d�v�s�on by �tself. The
sermon I heard was to the latter, who came �n and were plac'd �n
rows on benches; the boys under the conduct of a young man, the�r
tutor, and the g�rls conducted by a young woman. The d�scourse
seem'd well adapted to the�r capac�t�es, and was del�ver'd �n a
pleas�ng, fam�l�ar manner, coax�ng them, as �t were, to be good. They
behav'd very orderly, but looked pale and unhealthy, wh�ch made me
suspect they were kept too much w�th�n doors, or not allow'd
suff�c�ent exerc�se.



I �nqu�r'd concern�ng the Morav�an marr�ages, whether the report
was true that they were by lot. I was told that lots were us'd only �n
part�cular cases; that generally, when a young man found h�mself
d�spos'd to marry, he �nform'd the elders of h�s class, who consulted
the elder lad�es that govern'd the young women. As these elders of
the d�fferent sexes were well acqua�nted w�th the tempers and
d�spos�t�ons of the�r respect�ve pup�ls, they could best judge what
matches were su�table, and the�r judgments were generally
acqu�esc'd �n; but �f, for example, �t should happen that two or three
young women were found to be equally proper for the young man,
the lot was then recurred to. I objected, �f the matches are not made
by the mutual cho�ce of the part�es, some of them may chance to be
very unhappy. "And so they may," answer'd my �nformer, "�f you let
the part�es chuse for themselves;" wh�ch, �ndeed, I could not deny.

Be�ng returned to Ph�ladelph�a, I found the assoc�at�on went on
sw�mm�ngly, the �nhab�tants that were not Quakers hav�ng pretty
generally come �nto �t, formed themselves �nto compan�es, and
chose the�r capta�ns, l�eutenants, and ens�gns, accord�ng to the new
law. Dr. B. v�s�ted me, and gave me an account of the pa�ns he had
taken to spread a general good l�k�ng to the law, and ascr�bed much
to those endeavors. I had had the van�ty to ascr�be all to my
D�alogue; however, not know�ng but that he m�ght be �n the r�ght, I let
h�m enjoy h�s op�n�on, wh�ch I take to be generally the best way �n
such cases. The off�cers, meet�ng, chose me to be colonel of the
reg�ment, wh�ch I th�s t�me accepted. I forget how many compan�es
we had, but we paraded about twelve hundred well-look�ng men,
w�th a company of art�llery, who had been furn�shed w�th s�x brass
f�eld-p�eces, wh�ch they had become so expert �n the use of as to f�re
twelve t�mes �n a m�nute. The f�rst t�me I rev�ewed my reg�ment they
accompan�ed me to my house, and would salute me w�th some
rounds f�red before my door, wh�ch shook down and broke several
glasses of my electr�cal apparatus. And my new honour proved not
much less br�ttle; for all our comm�ss�ons were soon after broken by
a repeal of the law �n England.



Dur�ng th�s short t�me of my colonelsh�p, be�ng about to set out on
a journey to V�rg�n�a, the off�cers of my reg�ment took �t �nto the�r
heads that �t would be proper for them to escort me out of town, as
far as the Lower Ferry. Just as I was gett�ng on horseback they came
to my door, between th�rty and forty, mounted, and all �n the�r
un�forms. I had not been prev�ously acqua�nted w�th the project, or I
should have prevented �t, be�ng naturally averse to the assum�ng of
state on any occas�on; and I was a good deal chagr�n'd at the�r
appearance, as I could not avo�d the�r accompany�ng me. What
made �t worse was, that, as soon as we began to move, they drew
the�r swords and rode w�th them naked all the way. Somebody wrote
an account of th�s to the propr�etor, and �t gave h�m great offense. No
such honor had been pa�d h�m when �n the prov�nce, nor to any of
h�s governors; and he sa�d �t was only proper to pr�nces of the blood
royal, wh�ch may be true for aught I know, who was, and st�ll am,
�gnorant of the et�quette �n such cases.

Th�s s�lly affa�r, however, greatly �ncreased h�s rancour aga�nst me,
wh�ch was before not a l�ttle, on account of my conduct �n the
Assembly respect�ng the exempt�on of h�s estate from taxat�on,
wh�ch I had always oppos'd very warmly, and not w�thout severe
reflect�ons on h�s meanness and �njust�ce of contend�ng for �t. He
accused me to the m�n�stry as be�ng the great obstacle to the k�ng's
serv�ce, prevent�ng, by my �nfluence �n the House, the proper form of
the b�lls for ra�s�ng money, and he �nstanced th�s parade w�th my
off�cers as a proof of my hav�ng an �ntent�on to take the government
of the prov�nce out of h�s hands by force. He also appl�ed to S�r
Everard Fawkener, the postmaster-general, to depr�ve me of my
off�ce; but �t had no other effect than to procure from S�r Everard a
gentle admon�t�on.

Notw�thstand�ng the cont�nual wrangle between the governor and
the House, �n wh�ch I, as a member, had so large a share, there st�ll
subs�sted a c�v�l �ntercourse between that gentleman and myself, and
we never had any personal d�fference. I have somet�mes s�nce
thought that h�s l�ttle or no resentment aga�nst me, for the answers �t
was known I drew up to h�s messages, m�ght be the effect of



profess�onal hab�t, and that, be�ng bred a lawyer, he m�ght cons�der
us both as merely advocates for contend�ng cl�ents �n a su�t, he for
the propr�etar�es and I for the Assembly. He would, therefore,
somet�mes call �n a fr�endly way to adv�se w�th me on d�ff�cult po�nts,
and somet�mes, tho' not often, take my adv�ce.

We acted �n concert to supply Braddock's army w�th prov�s�ons;
and, when the shock�ng news arr�ved of h�s defeat, the governor sent
�n haste for me, to consult w�th h�m on measures for prevent�ng the
desert�on of the back count�es. I forget now the adv�ce I gave; but I
th�nk �t was, that Dunbar should be wr�tten to, and preva�l'd w�th, �f
poss�ble, to post h�s troops on the front�ers for the�r protect�on, t�ll, by
re-enforcements from the colon�es, he m�ght be able to proceed on
the exped�t�on. And, after my return from the front�er, he would have
had me undertake the conduct of such an exped�t�on w�th prov�nc�al
troops, for the reduct�on of Fort Duquesne, Dunbar and h�s men
be�ng otherw�se employed; and he proposed to comm�ss�on me as
general. I had not so good an op�n�on of my m�l�tary ab�l�t�es as he
profess'd to have, and I bel�eve h�s profess�ons must have exceeded
h�s real sent�ments; but probably he m�ght th�nk that my popular�ty
would fac�l�tate the ra�s�ng of the men, and my �nfluence �n Assembly,
the grant of money to pay them, and that, perhaps, w�thout tax�ng the
propr�etary estate. F�nd�ng me not so forward to engage as he
expected, the project was dropt, and he soon after left the
government, be�ng superseded by Capta�n Denny.

Before I proceed �n relat�ng the part I had �n publ�c affa�rs under
th�s new governor's adm�n�strat�on, �t may not be am�ss here to g�ve
some account of the r�se and progress of my ph�losoph�cal
reputat�on.

In 1746, be�ng at Boston, I met there w�th a Dr. Spence, who was
lately arr�ved from Scotland, and show'd me some electr�c
exper�ments. They were �mperfectly perform'd, as he was not very
expert; but, be�ng on a subject qu�te new to me, they equally
surpr�s'd and pleased me. Soon after my return to Ph�ladelph�a, our
l�brary company rece�v'd from Mr. P. Coll�nson, Fellow of the Royal



Soc�ety of London, a present of a glass tube, w�th some account of
the use of �t �n mak�ng such exper�ments. I eagerly se�zed the
opportun�ty of repeat�ng what I had seen at Boston; and, by much
pract�ce, acqu�r'd great read�ness �n perform�ng those, also, wh�ch
we had an account of from England, add�ng a number of new ones. I
say much pract�ce, for my house was cont�nually full, for some t�me,
w�th people who came to see these new wonders.

To d�v�de a l�ttle th�s �ncumbrance among my fr�ends, I caused a
number of s�m�lar tubes to be blown at our glass-house, w�th wh�ch
they furn�sh'd themselves, so that we had at length several
performers. Among these, the pr�nc�pal was Mr. K�nnersley, an
�ngen�ous ne�ghbor, who, be�ng out of bus�ness, I encouraged to
undertake show�ng the exper�ments for money, and drew up for h�m
two lectures, �n wh�ch the exper�ments were rang'd �n such order,
and accompan�ed w�th such explanat�ons �n such method, as that the
forego�ng should ass�st �n comprehend�ng the follow�ng. He procur'd
an elegant apparatus for the purpose, �n wh�ch all the l�ttle mach�nes
that I had roughly made for myself were n�cely form'd by �nstrument-
makers. H�s lectures were well attended, and gave great sat�sfact�on;
and after some t�me he went thro' the colon�es, exh�b�t�ng them �n
every cap�tal town, and p�ck'd up some money. In the West Ind�a
�slands, �ndeed, �t was w�th d�ff�culty the exper�ments could be made,
from the general mo�sture of the a�r.

Obl�g'd as we were to Mr. Coll�nson for h�s present of the tube,
etc., I thought �t r�ght he should be �nform'd of our success �n us�ng �t,
and wrote h�m several letters conta�n�ng accounts of our
exper�ments. He got them read �n the Royal Soc�ety, where they
were not at f�rst thought worth so much not�ce as to be pr�nted �n
the�r Transact�ons. One paper, wh�ch I wrote for Mr. K�nnersley, on
the sameness of l�ghtn�ng w�th electr�c�ty, I sent to Dr. M�tchel, an
acqua�ntance of m�ne, and one of the members also of that soc�ety,
who wrote me word that �t had been read, but was laughed at by the
conno�sseurs. The papers, however, be�ng shown to Dr. Fotherg�ll,
he thought them of too much value to be st�fled, and adv�s'd the
pr�nt�ng of them. Mr. Coll�nson then gave them to Cave for



publ�cat�on �n h�s Gentleman's Magaz�ne; but he chose to pr�nt them
separately �n a pamphlet, and Dr. Fotherg�ll wrote the preface. Cave,
�t seems, judged r�ghtly for h�s prof�t, for by the add�t�ons that arr�ved
after they swell'd to a quarto volume, wh�ch has had f�ve ed�t�ons,
and cost h�m noth�ng for copy-money.

It was, however, some t�me before those papers were much taken
not�ce of �n England. A copy of them happen�ng to fall �nto the hands
of the Count de Buffon, a ph�losopher deservedly of great reputat�on
�n France, and, �ndeed, all over Europe, he preva�led w�th M.
Dal�bard to translate them �nto French, and they were pr�nted at
Par�s. The publ�cat�on offended the Abbé Nollet, preceptor �n Natural
Ph�losophy to the royal fam�ly, and an able exper�menter, who had
form'd and publ�sh'd a theory of electr�c�ty, wh�ch then had the
general vogue. He could not at f�rst bel�eve that such a work came
from Amer�ca, and sa�d �t must have been fabr�cated by h�s enem�es
at Par�s, to decry h�s system. Afterwards, hav�ng been assur'd that
there really ex�sted such a person as Frankl�n at Ph�ladelph�a, wh�ch
he had doubted, he wrote and publ�shed a volume of Letters, ch�efly
address'd to me, defend�ng h�s theory, and deny�ng the ver�ty of my
exper�ments, and of the pos�t�ons deduc'd from them.

I once purpos'd answer�ng the abbé, and actually began the
answer; but, on cons�derat�on that my wr�t�ngs conta�n'd a descr�pt�on
of exper�ments wh�ch any one m�ght repeat and ver�fy, and �f not to
be ver�f�'d, could not be defended; or of observat�ons offer'd as
conjectures, and not del�vered dogmat�cally, therefore not lay�ng me
under any obl�gat�on to defend them; and reflect�ng that a d�spute
between two persons, wr�t�ng �n d�fferent languages, m�ght be
lengthened greatly by m�stranslat�ons, and thence m�sconcept�ons of
one another's mean�ng, much of one of the abbé's letters be�ng
founded on an error �n the translat�on, I concluded to let my papers
sh�ft for themselves, bel�ev�ng �t was better to spend what t�me I
could spare from publ�c bus�ness �n mak�ng new exper�ments, than �n
d�sput�ng about those already made. I therefore never answered M.
Nollet, and the event gave me no cause to repent my s�lence; for my
fr�end M. le Roy, of the Royal Academy of Sc�ences, took up my



cause and refuted h�m; my book was translated �nto the Ital�an,
German, and Lat�n languages; and the doctr�ne �t conta�n'd was by
degrees un�versally adopted by the ph�losophers of Europe, �n
preference to that of the abbé; so that he l�ved to see h�mself the last
of h�s sect, except Mons�eur B———, of Par�s, h�s élève and
�mmed�ate d�sc�ple.

What gave my book the more sudden and general celebr�ty, was
the success of one of �ts proposed exper�ments, made by Messrs.
Dal�bard and De Lor at Marly, for draw�ng l�ghtn�ng from the clouds.
Th�s engag'd the publ�c attent�on every where. M. de Lor, who had
an apparatus for exper�mental ph�losophy, and lectur'd �n that branch
of sc�ence, undertook to repeat what he called the Ph�ladelph�a
Exper�ments; and, after they were performed before the k�ng and
court, all the cur�ous of Par�s flocked to see them. I w�ll not swell th�s
narrat�ve w�th an account of that cap�tal exper�ment, nor of the �nf�n�te
pleasure I rece�v'd �n the success of a s�m�lar one I made soon after
w�th a k�te at Ph�ladelph�a, as both are to be found �n the h�stor�es of
electr�c�ty.

Dr. Wr�ght, an Engl�sh phys�c�an, when at Par�s, wrote to a fr�end,
who was of the Royal Soc�ety, an account of the h�gh esteem my
exper�ments were �n among the learned abroad, and of the�r wonder
that my wr�t�ngs had been so l�ttle not�ced �n England. The soc�ety,
on th�s, resum'd the cons�derat�on of the letters that had been read to
them; and the celebrated Dr. Watson drew up a summary account of
them, and of all I had afterwards sent to England on the subject,
wh�ch he accompan�ed w�th some pra�se of the wr�ter. Th�s summary
was then pr�nted �n the�r Transact�ons; and some members of the
soc�ety �n London, part�cularly the very �ngen�ous Mr. Canton, hav�ng
ver�f�ed the exper�ment of procur�ng l�ghtn�ng from the clouds by a
po�nted rod, and acqua�nt�ng them w�th the success, they soon made
me more than amends for the sl�ght w�th wh�ch they had before
treated me. W�thout my hav�ng made any appl�cat�on for that honor,
they chose me a member, and voted that I should be excus'd the
customary payments, wh�ch would have amounted to twenty-f�ve
gu�neas; and ever s�nce have g�ven me the�r Transact�ons grat�s.



They also presented me w�th the gold medal of S�r Godfrey Copley
for the year 1753, the del�very of wh�ch was accompan�ed by a very
handsome speech of the pres�dent, Lord Macclesf�eld, where�n I was
h�ghly honoured.

Our new governor, Capta�n Denny, brought over for me the before-
ment�oned medal from the Royal Soc�ety, wh�ch he presented to me
at an enterta�nment g�ven h�m by the c�ty. He accompan�ed �t w�th
very pol�te express�ons of h�s esteem for me, hav�ng, as he sa�d,
been long acqua�nted w�th my character. After d�nner, when the
company, as was customary at that t�me, were engag'd �n dr�nk�ng,
he took me as�de �nto another room, and acqua�nted me that he had
been adv�s'd by h�s fr�ends �n England to cult�vate a fr�endsh�p w�th
me, as one who was capable of g�v�ng h�m the best adv�ce, and of
contr�but�ng most effectually to the mak�ng h�s adm�n�strat�on easy;
that he therefore des�red of all th�ngs to have a good understand�ng
w�th me, and he begg'd me to be assur'd of h�s read�ness on all
occas�ons to render me every serv�ce that m�ght be �n h�s power. He
sa�d much to me, also, of the propr�etor's good d�spos�t�on towards
the prov�nce, and of the advantage �t m�ght be to us all, and to me �n
part�cular, �f the oppos�t�on that had been so long cont�nu'd to h�s
measures was dropt, and harmony restor'd between h�m and the
people; �n effect�ng wh�ch, �t was thought no one could be more
serv�ceable than myself; and I m�ght depend on adequate
acknowledgments and recompenses, etc., etc. The dr�nkers, f�nd�ng
we d�d not return �mmed�ately to the table, sent us a decanter of
Made�ra, wh�ch the governor made l�beral use of, and �n proport�on
became more profuse of h�s sol�c�tat�ons and prom�ses.

My answers were to th�s purpose: that my c�rcumstances, thanks
to God, were such as to make propr�etary favours unnecessary to
me; and that, be�ng a member of the Assembly, I could not poss�bly
accept of any; that, however, I had no personal enm�ty to the
propr�etary, and that, whenever the publ�c measures he propos'd
should appear to be for the good of the people, no one should
espouse and forward them more zealously than myself; my past
oppos�t�on hav�ng been founded on th�s, that the measures wh�ch



had been urged were ev�dently �ntended to serve the propr�etary
�nterest, w�th great prejud�ce to that of the people; that I was much
obl�ged to h�m (the governor) for h�s profess�ons of regard to me, and
that he m�ght rely on every th�ng �n my power to make h�s
adm�n�strat�on as easy as poss�ble, hop�ng at the same t�me that he
had not brought w�th h�m the same unfortunate �nstruct�on h�s
predecessor had been hamper'd w�th.

On th�s he d�d not then expla�n h�mself; but when he afterwards
came to do bus�ness w�th the Assembly, they appear'd aga�n, the
d�sputes were renewed, and I was as act�ve as ever �n the
oppos�t�on, be�ng the penman, f�rst, of the request to have a
commun�cat�on of the �nstruct�ons, and then of the remarks upon
them, wh�ch may be found �n the votes of the t�me, and �n the
H�stor�cal Rev�ew I afterward publ�sh'd. But between us personally
no enm�ty arose; we were often together; he was a man of letters,
had seen much of the world, and was very enterta�n�ng and pleas�ng
�n conversat�on. He gave me the f�rst �nformat�on that my old fr�end
Jas. Ralph was st�ll al�ve; that he was esteem'd one of the best
pol�t�cal wr�ters �n England; had been employ'd �n the d�spute
between Pr�nce Freder�c and the k�ng, and had obta�n'd a pens�on of
three hundred a year; that h�s reputat�on was �ndeed small as a poet,
Pope hav�ng damned h�s poetry �n the Dunc�ad; but h�s prose was
thought as good as any man's.

[15] The Assembly f�nally f�nd�ng the propr�etary obst�nately
pers�sted �n manacl�ng the�r deput�es w�th �nstruct�ons �ncons�stent
not only w�th the pr�v�leges of the people, but w�th the serv�ce of the
crown, resolv'd to pet�t�on the k�ng aga�nst them, and appo�nted me
the�r agent to go over to England, to present and support the pet�t�on.
The House had sent up a b�ll to the governor, grant�ng a sum of s�xty
thousand pounds for the k�ng's use (ten thousand pounds of wh�ch
was subjected to the orders of the then general, Lord Loudoun),
wh�ch the governor absolutely refus'd to pass, �n compl�ance w�th h�s
�nstruct�ons.

[15] The many unan�mous resolves of the Assembly—what
date?—[Marg. note.]



I had agreed w�th Capta�n Morr�s, of the paquet at New York, for
my passage, and my stores were put on board, when Lord Loudoun
arr�v'd at Ph�ladelph�a, expressly, as he told me, to endeavor an
accommodat�on between the governor and Assembly, that h�s
majesty's serv�ce m�ght not be obstructed by the�r d�ssens�ons.
Accord�ngly, he des�r'd the governor and myself to meet h�m, that he
m�ght hear what was to be sa�d on both s�des. We met and d�scuss'd
the bus�ness. In behalf of the Assembly, I urg'd all the var�ous
arguments that may be found �n the publ�c papers of that t�me, wh�ch
were of my wr�t�ng, and are pr�nted w�th the m�nutes of the Assembly;
and the governor pleaded h�s �nstruct�ons; the bond he had g�ven to
observe them, and h�s ru�n �f he d�sobey'd, yet seemed not unw�ll�ng
to hazard h�mself �f Lord Loudoun would adv�se �t. Th�s h�s lordsh�p
d�d not chuse to do, though I once thought I had nearly preva�l'd w�th
h�m to do �t; but f�nally he rather chose to urge the compl�ance of the
Assembly; and he entreated me to use my endeavours w�th them for
that purpose, declar�ng that he would spare none of the k�ng's troops
for the defense of our front�ers, and that, �f we d�d not cont�nue to
prov�de for that defense ourselves, they must rema�n expos'd to the
enemy.

I acqua�nted the House w�th what had pass'd, and, present�ng
them w�th a set of resolut�ons I had drawn up, declar�ng our r�ghts,
and that we d�d not rel�nqu�sh our cla�m to those r�ghts, but only
suspended the exerc�se of them on th�s occas�on thro' force, aga�nst
wh�ch we protested, they at length agreed to drop that b�ll, and frame
another conformable to the propr�etary �nstruct�ons. Th�s of course
the governor pass'd, and I was then at l�berty to proceed on my
voyage. But, �n the meant�me, the paquet had sa�led w�th my sea-
stores, wh�ch was some loss to me, and my only recompense was
h�s lordsh�p's thanks for my serv�ce, all the cred�t of obta�n�ng the
accommodat�on fall�ng to h�s share.

He set out for New York before me; and, as the t�me for
d�spatch�ng the paquet-boats was at h�s d�spos�t�on, and there were
two then rema�n�ng there, one of wh�ch, he sa�d, was to sa�l very
soon, I requested to know the prec�se t�me, that I m�ght not m�ss her



by any delay of m�ne. H�s answer was, "I have g�ven out that she �s
to sa�l on Saturday next; but I may let you know, entre nous, that �f
you are there by Monday morn�ng, you w�ll be �n t�me, but do not
delay longer." By some acc�dental h�nderance at a ferry, �t was
Monday noon before I arr�ved, and I was much afra�d she m�ght have
sa�led, as the w�nd was fa�r; but I was soon made easy by the
�nformat�on that she was st�ll �n the harbor, and would not move t�ll
the next day. One would �mag�ne that I was now on the very po�nt of
depart�ng for Europe. I thought so; but I was not then so well
acqua�nted w�th h�s lordsh�p's character, of wh�ch �ndec�s�on was one
of the strongest features. I shall g�ve some �nstances. It was about
the beg�nn�ng of Apr�l that I came to New York, and I th�nk �t was near
the end of June before we sa�l'd. There were then two of the paquet-
boats, wh�ch had been long �n port, but were deta�ned for the
general's letters, wh�ch were always to be ready to-morrow. Another
paquet arr�v'd; she too was deta�n'd; and, before we sa�l'd, a fourth
was expected. Ours was the f�rst to be d�spatch'd, as hav�ng been
there longest. Passengers were engag'd �n all, and some extremely
�mpat�ent to be gone, and the merchants uneasy about the�r letters,
and the orders they had g�ven for �nsurance (�t be�ng war t�me) for fall
goods! but the�r anx�ety ava�l'd noth�ng; h�s lordsh�p's letters were not
ready; and yet whoever wa�ted on h�m found h�m always at h�s desk,
pen �n hand, and concluded he must needs wr�te abundantly.

Go�ng myself one morn�ng to pay my respects, I found �n h�s
antechamber one Inn�s, a messenger of Ph�ladelph�a, who had come
from thence express w�th a paquet from Governor Denny for the
General. He del�vered to me some letters from my fr�ends there,
wh�ch occas�on'd my �nqu�r�ng when he was to return, and where he
lodg'd, that I m�ght send some letters by h�m. He told me he was
order'd to call to-morrow at n�ne for the general's answer to the
governor, and should set off �mmed�ately. I put my letters �nto h�s
hands the same day. A fortn�ght after I met h�m aga�n �n the same
place. "So, you are soon return'd, Inn�s?" "Returned! no, I am not
gone yet." "How so?" "I have called here by order every morn�ng
these two weeks past for h�s lordsh�p's letter, and �t �s not yet ready."
"Is �t poss�ble, when he �s so great a wr�ter? for I see h�m constantly



at h�s escr�to�re." "Yes," says Inn�s, "but he �s l�ke St. George on the
s�gns, always on horseback, and never r�des on." Th�s observat�on of
the messenger was, �t seems, well founded; for, when �n England, I
understood that Mr. P�tt gave �t as one reason for remov�ng th�s
general, and send�ng Generals Amherst and Wolfe, that the m�n�ster
never heard from h�m, and could not know what he was do�ng.

Th�s da�ly expectat�on of sa�l�ng, and all the three paquets go�ng
down to Sandy Hook, to jo�n the fleet there, the passengers thought
�t best to be on board, lest by a sudden order the sh�ps should sa�l,
and they be left beh�nd. There, �f I remember r�ght, we were about s�x
weeks, consum�ng our sea-stores, and obl�g'd to procure more. At
length the fleet sa�l'd, the General and all h�s army on board, bound
to Lou�sburg, w�th �ntent to bes�ege and take that fortress; all the
paquet-boats �n company ordered to attend the General's sh�p, ready
to rece�ve h�s d�spatches when they should be ready. We were out
f�ve days before we got a letter w�th leave to part, and then our sh�p
qu�tted the fleet and steered for England. The other two paquets he
st�ll deta�ned, carr�ed them w�th h�m to Hal�fax, where he stayed
some t�me to exerc�se the men �n sham attacks upon sham forts,
then alter'd h�s m�nd as to bes�eg�ng Lou�sburg, and return'd to New
York, w�th all h�s troops, together w�th the two paquets above
ment�oned, and all the�r passengers! Dur�ng h�s absence the French
and savages had taken Fort George, on the front�er of that prov�nce,
and the savages had massacred many of the garr�son after
cap�tulat�on.

I saw afterwards �n London Capta�n Bonnell, who commanded one
of those paquets. He told me that, when he had been deta�n'd a
month, he acqua�nted h�s lordsh�p that h�s sh�p was grown foul, to a
degree that must necessar�ly h�nder her fast sa�l�ng, a po�nt of
consequence for a paquet-boat, and requested an allowance of t�me
to heave her down and clean her bottom. He was asked how long
that would requ�re. He answer'd, three days. The general repl�ed, "If
you can do �t �n one day, I g�ve leave; otherw�se not; for you must
certa�nly sa�l the day after to-morrow." So he never obta�n'd leave,
though deta�ned afterwards from day to day dur�ng full three months.



I saw also �n London one of Bonnell's passengers, who was so
enrag'd aga�nst h�s lordsh�p for dece�v�ng and deta�n�ng h�m so long
at New York, and then carry�ng h�m to Hal�fax and back aga�n, that
he swore he would sue for damages. Whether he d�d or not, I never
heard; but, as he represented the �njury to h�s affa�rs, �t was very
cons�derable.

On the whole, I wonder'd much how such a man came to be
�ntrusted w�th so �mportant a bus�ness as the conduct of a great
army; but, hav�ng s�nce seen more of the great world, and the means
of obta�n�ng, and mot�ves for g�v�ng places, my wonder �s d�m�n�shed.
General Sh�rley, on whom the command of the army devolved upon
the death of Braddock, would, �n my op�n�on, �f cont�nued �n place,
have made a much better campa�gn than that of Loudoun �n 1757,
wh�ch was fr�volous, expens�ve, and d�sgraceful to our nat�on beyond
concept�on; for, tho' Sh�rley was not a bred sold�er, he was sens�ble
and sagac�ous �n h�mself, and attent�ve to good adv�ce from others,
capable of form�ng jud�c�ous plans, and qu�ck and act�ve �n carry�ng
them �nto execut�on. Loudoun, �nstead of defend�ng the colon�es w�th
h�s great army, left them totally expos'd wh�le he paraded �dly at
Hal�fax, by wh�ch means Fort George was lost, bes�des, he derang'd
all our mercant�le operat�ons, and d�stress'd our trade, by a long
embargo on the exportat�on of prov�s�ons, on pretence of keep�ng
suppl�es from be�ng obta�n'd by the enemy, but �n real�ty for beat�ng
down the�r pr�ce �n favor of the contractors, �n whose prof�ts, �t was
sa�d, perhaps from susp�c�on only, he had a share. And, when at
length the embargo was taken off, by neglect�ng to send not�ce of �t
to Charlestown, the Carol�na fleet was deta�n'd near three months
longer, whereby the�r bottoms were so much damaged by the worm
that a great part of them foundered �n the�r passage home.

Sh�rley was, I bel�eve, s�ncerely glad of be�ng rel�eved from so
burdensome a charge as the conduct of an army must be to a man
unacqua�nted w�th m�l�tary bus�ness. I was at the enterta�nment g�ven
by the c�ty of New York to Lord Loudoun, on h�s tak�ng upon h�m the
command. Sh�rley, tho' thereby superseded, was present also. There
was a great company of off�cers, c�t�zens, and strangers, and, some



cha�rs hav�ng been borrowed �n the ne�ghborhood, there was one
among them very low, wh�ch fell to the lot of Mr. Sh�rley. Perce�v�ng �t
as I sat by h�m, I sa�d, "They have g�ven you, s�r, too low a seat." "No
matter," says he, "Mr. Frankl�n, I f�nd a low seat the eas�est."

Wh�le I was, as afore ment�on'd, deta�n'd at New York, I rece�v'd all
the accounts of the prov�s�ons, etc., that I had furn�sh'd to Braddock,
some of wh�ch accounts could not sooner be obta�n'd from the
d�fferent persons I had employ'd to ass�st �n the bus�ness. I
presented them to Lord Loudoun, des�r�ng to be pa�d the ballance.
He caus'd them to be regularly exam�ned by the proper off�cer, who,
after compar�ng every art�cle w�th �ts voucher, cert�f�ed them to be
r�ght; and the balance due for wh�ch h�s lordsh�p prom�s'd to g�ve me
an order on the paymaster. Th�s was, however, put off from t�me to
t�me; and, tho' I call'd often for �t by appo�ntment, I d�d not get �t. At
length, just before my departure, he told me he had, on better
cons�derat�on, concluded not to m�x h�s accounts w�th those of h�s
predecessors. "And you," says he, "when �n England, have only to
exh�b�t your accounts at the treasury, and you w�ll be pa�d
�mmed�ately."

I ment�on'd, but w�thout effect, the great and unexpected expense I
had been put to by be�ng deta�n'd so long at New York, as a reason
for my des�r�ng to be presently pa�d; and on my observ�ng that �t was
not r�ght I should be put to any further trouble or delay �n obta�n�ng
the money I had advanc'd, as I charged no comm�ss�on for my
serv�ce, "O, s�r," says he, "you must not th�nk of persuad�ng us that
you are no ga�ner; we understand better those affa�rs, and know that
every one concerned �n supply�ng the army f�nds means, �n the do�ng
�t, to f�ll h�s own pockets." I assur'd h�m that was not my case, and
that I had not pocketed a farth�ng; but he appear'd clearly not to
bel�eve me; and, �ndeed, I have s�nce learnt that �mmense fortunes
are often made �n such employments. As to my ballance, I am not
pa�d �t to th�s day, of wh�ch more hereafter.

Our capta�n of the paquet had boasted much, before we sa�led, of
the sw�ftness of h�s sh�p; unfortunately, when we came to sea, she



proved the dullest of n�nety-s�x sa�l, to h�s no small mort�f�cat�on.
After many conjectures respect�ng the cause, when we were near
another sh�p almost as dull as ours, wh�ch, however, ga�n'd upon us,
the capta�n ordered all hands to come aft, and stand as near the
ens�gn staff as poss�ble. We were, passengers �ncluded, about forty
persons. Wh�le we stood there, the sh�p mended her pace, and soon
left her ne�ghbour far beh�nd, wh�ch prov'd clearly what our capta�n
suspected, that she was loaded too much by the head. The casks of
water, �t seems, had been all plac'd forward; these he therefore
order'd to be mov'd further aft, on wh�ch the sh�p recover'd her
character, and proved the sa�ler �n the fleet.

The capta�n sa�d she had once gone at the rate of th�rteen knots,
wh�ch �s accounted th�rteen m�les per hour. We had on board, as a
passenger, Capta�n Kennedy, of the Navy, who contended that �t was
�mposs�ble, and that no sh�p ever sa�led so fast, and that there must
have been some error �n the d�v�s�on of the log-l�ne, or some m�stake
�n heav�ng the log. A wager ensu'd between the two capta�ns, to be
dec�ded when there should be suff�c�ent w�nd. Kennedy thereupon
exam�n'd r�gorously the log-l�ne, and, be�ng sat�sf�'d w�th that, he
determ�n'd to throw the log h�mself. Accord�ngly some days after,
when the w�nd blew very fa�r and fresh, and the capta�n of the
paquet, Lutw�dge, sa�d he bel�ev'd she then went at the rate of
th�rteen knots, Kennedy made the exper�ment, and own'd h�s wager
lost.

The above fact I g�ve for the sake of the follow�ng observat�on. It
has been remark'd, as an �mperfect�on �n the art of sh�p-bu�ld�ng, that
�t can never be known, t�ll she �s tr�ed, whether a new sh�p w�ll or w�ll
not be a good sa�ler; for that the model of a good-sa�l�ng sh�p has
been exactly follow'd �n a new one, wh�ch has prov'd, on the
contrary, remarkably dull. I apprehend that th�s may partly be
occas�on'd by the d�fferent op�n�ons of seamen respect�ng the modes
of lad�ng, r�gg�ng, and sa�l�ng of a sh�p; each has h�s system; and the
same vessel, laden by the judgment and orders of one capta�n, shall
sa�l better or worse than when by the orders of another. Bes�des, �t
scarce ever happens that a sh�p �s form'd, f�tted for the sea, and



sa�l'd by the same person. One man bu�lds the hull, another r�gs her,
a th�rd lades and sa�ls her. No one of these has the advantage of
know�ng all the �deas and exper�ence of the others, and, therefore,
can not draw just conclus�ons from a comb�nat�on of the whole.

Even �n the s�mple operat�on of sa�l�ng when at sea, I have often
observ'd d�fferent judgments �n the off�cers who commanded the
success�ve watches, the w�nd be�ng the same. One would have the
sa�ls tr�mm'd sharper or flatter than another, so that they seem'd to
have no certa�n rule to govern by. Yet I th�nk a set of exper�ments
m�ght be �nst�tuted, f�rst, to determ�ne the most proper form of the
hull for sw�ft sa�l�ng; next, the best d�mens�ons and properest place
for the masts: then the form and quant�ty of sa�ls, and the�r pos�t�on,
as the w�nd may be; and, lastly, the d�spos�t�on of the lad�ng. Th�s �s
an age of exper�ments, and I th�nk a set accurately made and
comb�n'd would be of great use. I am persuaded, therefore, that ere
long some �ngen�ous ph�losopher w�ll undertake �t, to whom I w�sh
success.

We were several t�mes chas'd �n our passage, but outsa�l'd every
th�ng, and �n th�rty days had sound�ngs. We had a good observat�on,
and the capta�n judg'd h�mself so near our port, Falmouth, that, �f we
made a good run �n the n�ght, we m�ght be off the mouth of that
harbor �n the morn�ng, and by runn�ng �n the n�ght m�ght escape the
not�ce of the enemy's pr�vateers, who often crus'd near the entrance
of the channel. Accord�ngly, all the sa�l was set that we could
poss�bly make, and the w�nd be�ng very fresh and fa�r, we went r�ght
before �t, and made great way. The capta�n, after h�s observat�on,
shap'd h�s course, as he thought, so as to pass w�de of the Sc�lly
Isles; but �t seems there �s somet�mes a strong �ndraught sett�ng up
St. George's Channel, wh�ch dece�ves seamen and caused the loss
of S�r Cloudesley Shovel's squadron. Th�s �ndraught was probably
the cause of what happened to us.

We had a watchman plac'd �n the bow, to whom they often called,
"Look well out before there," and he as often answered, "Ay ay;" but
perhaps had h�s eyes shut, and was half asleep at the t�me, they



somet�mes answer�ng, as �s sa�d, mechan�cally; for he d�d not see a
l�ght just before us, wh�ch had been h�d by the studd�ngsa�ls from the
man at the helm, and from the rest of the watch, but by an acc�dental
yaw of the sh�p was d�scover'd, and occas�on'd a great alarm, we
be�ng very near �t, the l�ght appear�ng to me as b�g as a cart-wheel. It
was m�dn�ght, and our capta�n fast asleep; but Capta�n Kennedy,
jump�ng upon deck, and see�ng the danger, ordered the sh�p to wear
round, all sa�ls stand�ng; an operat�on dangerous to the masts, but �t
carr�ed us clear, and we escaped sh�pwreck, for we were runn�ng
r�ght upon the rocks on wh�ch the l�ght-house was erected. Th�s
del�verance �mpressed me strongly w�th the ut�l�ty of l�ght-houses,
and made me resolve to encourage the bu�ld�ng more of them �n
Amer�ca, �f I should l�ve to return there.

In the morn�ng �t was found by the sound�ngs, etc., that we were
near our port, but a th�ck fog h�d the land from our s�ght. About n�ne
o'clock the fog began to r�se, and seem'd to be l�fted up from the
water l�ke the curta�n at a play-house, d�scover�ng underneath, the
town of Falmouth, the vessels �n �ts harbor, and the f�elds that
surrounded �t. Th�s was a most pleas�ng spectacle to those who had
been so long w�thout any other prospects than the un�form v�ew of a
vacant ocean, and �t gave us the more pleasure as we were now free
from the anx�et�es wh�ch the state of war occas�on'd.

I set out �mmed�ately, w�th my son, for London, and we only stopt a
l�ttle by the way to v�ew Stonehenge on Sal�sbury Pla�n, and Lord
Pembroke's house and gardens, w�th h�s very cur�ous ant�qu�t�es at
W�lton. We arr�ved �n London the 27th of July, 1757. [16]



[16] Here term�nates the Autob�ography, as publ�shed by Wm.
Temple Frankl�n and h�s successors. What follows was wr�tten �n
the last year of Dr. Frankl�n's l�fe, and was f�rst pr�nted (�n Engl�sh)
�n Mr. B�gelow's ed�t�on of 1868.—E�.

A� ���� as I was settled �n a lodg�ng Mr. Charles had prov�ded for
me, I went to v�s�t Dr. Fotherg�ll, to whom I was strongly
recommended, and whose counsel respect�ng my proceed�ngs I was
adv�s'd to obta�n. He was aga�nst an �mmed�ate compla�nt to
government, and thought the propr�etar�es should f�rst be personally
appl�'d to, who m�ght poss�bly be �nduc'd by the �nterpos�t�on and
persuas�on of some pr�vate fr�ends, to accommodate matters
am�cably. I then wa�ted on my old fr�end and correspondent, Mr.
Peter Coll�nson, who told me that John Hanbury, the great V�rg�n�a
merchant, had requested to be �nformed when I should arr�ve, that
he m�ght carry me to Lord Granv�lle's, who was then Pres�dent of the
Counc�l and w�shed to see me as soon as poss�ble. I agreed to go
w�th h�m the next morn�ng. Accord�ngly Mr. Hanbury called for me
and took me �n h�s carr�age to that nobleman's, who rece�v'd me w�th
great c�v�l�ty; and after some quest�ons respect�ng the present state
of affa�rs �n Amer�ca and d�scourse thereupon, he sa�d to me: "You
Amer�cans have wrong �deas of the nature of your const�tut�on; you
contend that the k�ng's �nstruct�ons to h�s governors are not laws,
and th�nk yourselves at l�berty to regard or d�sregard them at your
own d�scret�on. But those �nstruct�ons are not l�ke the pocket
�nstruct�ons g�ven to a m�n�ster go�ng abroad, for regulat�ng h�s
conduct �n some tr�fl�ng po�nt of ceremony. They are f�rst drawn up by
judges learned �n the laws; they are then cons�dered, debated, and
perhaps amended �n Counc�l, after wh�ch they are s�gned by the
k�ng. They are then, so far as they relate to you, the law of the land,
for the k�ng �s the L��������� �� ��� C�������." I told h�s lordsh�p
th�s was new doctr�ne to me. I had always understood from our
charters that our laws were to be made by our Assembl�es, to be
presented �ndeed to the k�ng for h�s royal assent, but that be�ng once



g�ven the k�ng could not repeal or alter them. And as the Assembl�es
could not make permanent laws w�thout h�s assent, so ne�ther could
he make a law for them w�thout the�rs. He assur'd me I was totally
m�staken. I d�d not th�nk so, however, and h�s lordsh�p's conversat�on
hav�ng a l�ttle alarm'd me as to what m�ght be the sent�ments of the
court concern�ng us, I wrote �t down as soon as I return'd to my
lodg�ngs. I recollected that about 20 years before, a clause �n a b�ll
brought �nto Parl�ament by the m�n�stry had propos'd to make the
k�ng's �nstruct�ons laws �n the colon�es, but the clause was thrown
out by the Commons, for wh�ch we adored them as our fr�ends and
fr�ends of l�berty, t�ll by the�r conduct towards us �n 1765 �t seem'd
that they had refus'd that po�nt of sovere�gnty to the k�ng only that
they m�ght reserve �t for themselves.

After some days, Dr. Fotherg�ll hav�ng spoken to the propr�etar�es,
they agreed to a meet�ng w�th me at Mr. T. Penn's house �n Spr�ng
Garden. The conversat�on at f�rst cons�sted of mutual declarat�ons of
d�spos�t�on to reasonable accommodat�ons, but I suppose each party
had �ts own �deas of what should be meant by reasonable. We then
went �nto cons�derat�on of our several po�nts of compla�nt, wh�ch I
enumerated. The propr�etar�es just�fy'd the�r conduct as well as they
could, and I the Assembly's. We now appeared very w�de, and so far
from each other �n our op�n�ons as to d�scourage all hope of
agreement. However, �t was concluded that I should g�ve them the
heads of our compla�nts �n wr�t�ng, and they prom�s'd then to
cons�der them. I d�d so soon after, but they put the paper �nto the
hands of the�r sol�c�tor, Ferd�nand John Par�s, who managed for them
all the�r law bus�ness �n the�r great su�t w�th the ne�ghbour�ng
propr�etary of Maryland, Lord Balt�more, wh�ch had subs�sted 70
years, and wrote for them all the�r papers and messages �n the�r
d�spute w�th the Assembly. He was a proud, angry man, and as I had
occas�onally �n the answers of the Assembly treated h�s papers w�th
some sever�ty, they be�ng really weak �n po�nt of argument and
haughty �n express�on, he had conce�ved a mortal enm�ty to me,
wh�ch d�scover�ng �tself whenever we met, I decl�n'd the propr�etary's
proposal that he and I should d�scuss the heads of compla�nt
between our two selves, and refus'd treat�ng w�th any one but them.



They then by h�s adv�ce put the paper �nto the hands of the Attorney
and Sol�c�tor-General for the�r op�n�on and counsel upon �t, where �t
lay unanswered a year want�ng e�ght days, dur�ng wh�ch t�me I made
frequent demands of an answer from the propr�etar�es, but w�thout
obta�n�ng any other than that they had not yet rece�ved the op�n�on of
the Attorney and Sol�c�tor-General. What �t was when they d�d
rece�ve �t I never learnt, for they d�d not commun�cate �t to me, but
sent a long message to the Assembly drawn and s�gned by Par�s,
rec�t�ng my paper, compla�n�ng of �ts want of formal�ty, as a rudeness
on my part, and g�v�ng a fl�msy just�f�cat�on of the�r conduct, add�ng
that they should be w�ll�ng to accommodate matters �f the Assembly
would send out some person of candour to treat w�th them for that
purpose, �nt�mat�ng thereby that I was not such.

The want of formal�ty or rudeness was, probably, my not hav�ng
address'd the paper to them w�th the�r assum'd t�tles of True and
Absolute Propr�etar�es of the Prov�nce of Pennsylvan�a, wh�ch I
om�tted as not th�nk�ng �t necessary �n a paper, the �ntent�on of wh�ch
was only to reduce to a certa�nty by wr�t�ng, what �n conversat�on I
had del�vered v�va voce.

But dur�ng th�s delay, the Assembly hav�ng preva�led w�th Gov'r
Denny to pass an act tax�ng the propr�etary estate �n common w�th
the estates of the people, wh�ch was the grand po�nt �n d�spute, they
om�tted answer�ng the message.

When th�s act however came over, the propr�etar�es, counselled by
Par�s, determ�ned to oppose �ts rece�v�ng the royal assent.
Accord�ngly they pet�t�on'd the k�ng �n Counc�l, and a hear�ng was
appo�nted �n wh�ch two lawyers were employ'd by them aga�nst the
act, and two by me �n support of �t. They alledg'd that the act was
�ntended to load the propr�etary estate �n order to spare those of the
people, and that �f �t were suffer'd to cont�nue �n force, and the
propr�etar�es who were �n od�um w�th the people, left to the�r mercy �n
proport�on�ng the taxes, they would �nev�tably be ru�ned. We reply'd
that the act had no such �ntent�on, and would have no such effect.
That the assessors were honest and d�screet men under an oath to



assess fa�rly and equ�tably, and that any advantage each of them
m�ght expect �n lessen�ng h�s own tax by augment�ng that of the
propr�etar�es was too tr�fl�ng to �nduce them to perjure themselves.
Th�s �s the purport of what I remember as urged by both s�des,
except that we �ns�sted strongly on the m�sch�evous consequences
that must attend a repeal, for that the money, £100,000, be�ng
pr�nted and g�ven to the k�ng's use, expended �n h�s serv�ce, and now
spread among the people, the repeal would str�ke �t dead �n the�r
hands to the ru�n of many, and the total d�scouragement of future
grants, and the self�shness of the propr�etors �n sol�c�t�ng such a
general catastrophe, merely from a groundless fear of the�r estate
be�ng taxed too h�ghly, was �ns�sted on �n the strongest terms. On
th�s, Lord Mansf�eld, one of the counsel rose, and beckon�ng me took
me �nto the clerk's chamber, wh�le the lawyers were plead�ng, and
asked me �f I was really of op�n�on that no �njury would be done the
propr�etary estate �n the execut�on of the act. I sa�d certa�nly. "Then,"
says he, "you can have l�ttle object�on to enter �nto an engagement
to assure that po�nt." I answer'd, "None at all." He then call'd �n Par�s,
and after some d�scourse, h�s lordsh�p's propos�t�on was accepted on
both s�des; a paper to the purpose was drawn up by the Clerk of the
Counc�l, wh�ch I s�gn'd w�th Mr. Charles, who was also an Agent of
the Prov�nce for the�r ord�nary affa�rs, when Lord Mansf�eld returned
to the Counc�l Chamber, where f�nally the law was allowed to pass.
Some changes were however recommended and we also engaged
they should be made by a subsequent law, but the Assembly d�d not
th�nk them necessary; for one year's tax hav�ng been lev�ed by the
act before the order of Counc�l arr�ved, they appo�nted a comm�ttee
to exam�ne the proceed�ngs of the assessors, and on th�s comm�ttee
they put several part�cular fr�ends of the propr�etar�es. After a full
enqu�ry, they unan�mously s�gn'd a report that they found the tax had
been assess'd w�th perfect equ�ty.

The Assembly looked �nto my enter�ng �nto the f�rst part of the
engagement, as an essent�al serv�ce to the Prov�nce, s�nce �t
secured the cred�t of the paper money then spread over all the
country. They gave me the�r thanks �n form when I return'd. But the
propr�etar�es were enraged at Governor Denny for hav�ng pass'd the



act, and turn'd h�m out w�th threats of su�ng h�m for breach of
�nstruct�ons wh�ch he had g�ven bond to observe. He, however,
hav�ng done �t at the �nstance of the General, and for H�s Majesty's
serv�ce, and hav�ng some powerful �nterests at court, desp�s'd the
threats and they were never put �n execut�on.… [Unf�n�shed].



CHIEF EVENTS IN FRANKLIN'S LIFE.

[End�ng, as �t does, w�th the year 1757, the autob�ography leaves
�mportant facts unrecorded. It has seemed adv�sable, therefore, to
deta�l the ch�ef events �n Frankl�n's l�fe, from the beg�nn�ng, �n the
follow�ng l�st:

1706 He �s born, �n Boston, and bapt�zed �n the Old South
Church.

1714 At the age of e�ght, enters the Grammar School.
1716 Becomes h�s father's ass�stant �n the tallow-chandlery

bus�ness.
1718 Apprent�ced to h�s brother James, pr�nter.
1721 Wr�tes ballads and peddles them, �n pr�nted form, �n the

streets; contr�butes, anonymously, to the "New England
Courant," and temporar�ly ed�ts that paper; becomes a
free-th�nker, and a vegetar�an.

1723 Breaks h�s �ndenture and removes to Ph�ladelph�a;
obta�ns employment �n Ke�mer's pr�nt�ng-off�ce;
abandons vegetar�an�sm.

1724 Is persuaded by Governor Ke�th to establ�sh h�mself
�ndependently, and goes to London to buy type; works at
h�s trade there, and publ�shes "D�ssertat�on on L�berty
and Necess�ty, Pleasure and Pa�n."

1726 Returns to Ph�ladelph�a; after serv�ng as clerk �n a dry-
goods store, becomes manager of Ke�mer's pr�nt�ng-
house.

1727 Founds the Junto, or "Leathern Apron" Club.
1728 W�th Hugh Mered�th, opens a pr�nt�ng-off�ce.
1729 Becomes propr�etor and ed�tor of the "Pennsylvan�a

Gazette"; pr�nts, anonymously, "Nature and Necess�ty of
a Paper Currency"; opens a stat�oner's shop.

1730 Marr�es Rebecca Read.
1731 Founds the Ph�ladelph�a L�brary.
1732 Publ�shes the f�rst number of "Poor R�chard's Almanac"



under the pseudonym of "R�chard Saunders." The
Almanac, wh�ch cont�nued for twenty-f�ve years to
conta�n h�s w�tty, worldly-w�se say�ngs, played a very
large part �n br�ng�ng together and mold�ng the Amer�can
character wh�ch was at that t�me made up of so many
d�verse and scattered types.

1733 Beg�ns to study French, Ital�an, Span�sh, and Lat�n.
1736 Chosen clerk of the General Assembly; forms the Un�on

F�re Company of Ph�ladelph�a.
1737 Elected to the Assembly; appo�nted Deputy Postmaster-

General; plans a c�ty pol�ce.
1742 Invents the open, or "Frankl�n," stove.
1743 Proposes a plan for an Academy, wh�ch �s adopted 1749

and develops �nto the Un�vers�ty of Pennsylvan�a.
1744 Establ�shes the Amer�can Ph�losoph�cal Soc�ety.
1746 Publ�shes a pamphlet, "Pla�n Truth," on the necess�ty for

d�sc�pl�ned defense, and forms a m�l�tary company;
beg�ns electr�cal exper�ments.

1748 Sells out h�s pr�nt�ng bus�ness; �s appo�nted on the
Comm�ss�on of the Peace, chosen to the Common
Counc�l, and to the Assembly.

1749 Appo�nted a Comm�ss�oner to trade w�th the Ind�ans.
1751 A�ds �n found�ng a hosp�tal.
1752 Exper�ments w�th a k�te and d�scovers that l�ghtn�ng �s an

electr�cal d�scharge.
1753 Awarded the Copley medal for th�s d�scovery, and

elected a member of the Royal Soc�ety; rece�ves the
degree of M.A. from Yale and Harvard. Appo�nted jo�nt
Postmaster-General.

1754 Appo�nted one of the Comm�ss�oners from Pennsylvan�a
to the Colon�al Congress at Albany; proposes a plan for
the un�on of the colon�es.

1755 Pledges h�s personal property �n order that suppl�es may
be ra�sed for Braddock's army; obta�ns a grant from the
Assembly �n a�d of the Crown Po�nt exped�t�on; carr�es



through a b�ll establ�sh�ng a voluntary m�l�t�a; �s
appo�nted Colonel, and takes the f�eld.

1757 Introduces a b�ll �n the Assembly for pav�ng the streets of
Ph�ladelph�a; publ�shes h�s famous "Way to Wealth";
goes to England to plead the cause of the Assembly
aga�nst the Propr�etar�es; rema�ns as agent for
Pennsylvan�a; enjoys the fr�endsh�p of the sc�ent�f�c and
l�terary men of the k�ngdom.

[HERE THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY BREAKS OFF]
1760 Secures from the Pr�vy Counc�l, by a comprom�se, a

dec�s�on obl�g�ng the Propr�etary estates to contr�bute to
the publ�c revenue.

1762 Rece�ves the degree of LL.D. from Oxford and
Ed�nburgh; returns to Amer�ca.

1763 Makes a f�ve months' tour of the northern colon�es for
the purpose of �nspect�ng the post-off�ces.

1764 Defeated by the Penn fact�on for reelect�on to the
Assembly; sent to England as agent for Pennsylvan�a.

1765 Endeavors to prevent the passage of the Stamp Act.
1766 Exam�ned before the House of Commons relat�ve to the

passage of the Stamp Act; appo�nted agent of
Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Georg�a; v�s�ts
Gött�ngen Un�vers�ty.

1767 Travels �n France and �s presented at court.
1769 Procures a telescope for Harvard College.
1772 Elected Assoc�é Etranger of the French Academy.
1774 D�sm�ssed from the off�ce of Postmaster-General;

�nfluences Thomas Pa�ne to em�grate to Amer�ca.
1775 Returns to Amer�ca; chosen a delegate to the Second

Cont�nental Congress; placed on the comm�ttee of
secret correspondence; appo�nted one of the
comm�ss�oners to secure the cooperat�on of Canada.

1776 Placed on the comm�ttee to draft a Declarat�on of
Independence; chosen pres�dent of the Const�tut�onal
Comm�ttee of Pennsylvan�a; sent to France as agent of
the colon�es.



1778 Concludes treat�es of defens�ve all�ance, and of am�ty
and commerce; �s rece�ved at court.

1779 Appo�nted M�n�ster Plen�potent�ary to France.
1780 Appo�nts Paul Jones commander of the "All�ance."
1782 S�gns the prel�m�nary art�cles of peace.
1783 S�gns the def�n�te treaty of peace.
1785 Returns to Amer�ca; �s chosen Pres�dent of

Pennsylvan�a; reelected 1786.
1787 Reelected Pres�dent; sent as delegate to the convent�on

for fram�ng a Federal Const�tut�on.
1788 Ret�res from publ�c l�fe.
1790 Apr�l 17, d�es. H�s grave �s �n the churchyard at F�fth and

Arch streets, Ph�ladelph�a.
Ed�tor.]



On Frankl�n's Autob�ography

And yet the surpr�s�ng and del�ghtful th�ng about th�s book
(the Autob�ography) �s that, take �t all �n all, �t has not the low
tone of conce�t, but �s a staunch man's sober and unaffected
assessment of h�mself and the c�rcumstances of h�s career.

Woodrow W�lson

Such, for example, was Benjam�n Frankl�n, whose
charm�ng autob�ography, �n add�t�on to be�ng an Amer�can
class�c, �s a f�ne record of self-educat�on.

Charles A. Beard & Mary R�tter Beard

For understand�ng the temper and �deals of Amer�ca �n the
e�ghteenth century, no wr�t�ngs are of equal �mportance w�th
those of John Adams and Benjam�n Frankl�n, espec�ally the
D�ary of the former (Works of John Adams, 10 vols. Boston,
1856) and the Autob�ography of the latter, �n h�s collected
works and separately pr�nted �n many ed�t�ons.

Carl Lotus Becker

No man has shed such cop�ous good �nfluence on Amer�ca;
none added so much new truth to the popular knowledge;
none has so sk�llfully organ�zed �ts �deas �nto �nst�tut�ons; none
has so powerfully and w�sely d�rected the nat�on's conduct,
and advanced �ts welfare �n so many respects. No man now
has so strong a hold on the hab�ts and manners of the people.
Frankl�n comes home to the �nd�v�dual bus�ness of pract�cal
men �n the�r da�ly l�fe.

Theodore Parker

The Autob�ography �s also a un�quely Amer�can book. After
a l�fe l�ke Frankl�n's had become poss�ble and could be



descr�bed matter-of-factly, the Declarat�on of Independence
seems understandable and much less revolut�onary.… There
was �n Amer�ca a soc�ety wh�ch valued the th�ngs Frankl�n
could do well: work hard, wr�te effect�vely, plan �mprovements,
conc�l�ate d�fferences, and conduct publ�c affa�rs w�th popular
needs and �nterests �n v�ew. H�s Autob�ography records these
ach�evements and values and hab�ts wh�ch made them
poss�ble, and tells how a remarkable human be�ng used h�s
her�tage and created a l�fe on a new, revolut�onary model.

Leonard W. Labaree, Ralph L. Ketcham, Helen C. Boatf�eld,
and Helene H. F�neman

[T]hose who know Frankl�n only �n h�s Autob�ography,
charm�ng as that class�c product�on �s, have made but an
�mperfect acqua�ntance w�th the range, the v�tal�ty, the v�gor of
th�s adm�rable craftsman who chose a style "smooth, clear,
and short," and made �t serve every purpose of h�s versat�le
and benef�cent m�nd.

Bl�ss Perry



Transcr�ber's Notes

Introduct�on:

Th�s vers�on of the Autob�ography of Benjam�n Frankl�n was part of
The Harvard Class�cs ed�t�on publ�shed by G. P. Putnam & Sons �n
1909. The phys�cal book also �ncluded the Journal of John Woolman
and Fru�ts of Sol�tude by W�ll�am Penn. Th�s document only conta�ns
the Autob�ography of Benjam�n Frankl�n. A scanned vers�on of the
phys�cal book owned by the L�brary of Congress �s ava�lable through
Hath�trust.

Scores of d�fferent ed�t�ons of Frankl�n's Autob�ography ex�st.
P������ G�������� has the P�ne ed�t�on, publ�shed by Henry Holt
and Company �n 1916. Frank Woodworth P�ne ed�ted the Holt book
and F. Boyd Sm�th �llustrated the ed�t�on. Also ava�lable through PG
�s the Eclect�c Engl�sh Class�cs vers�on publ�shed �n 1910. All three
ed�t�ons of Frankl�n's Autob�ography �n the PG collect�on are based
on the B�gelow ed�t�on. See the sect�on About the Autob�ography �n
the Introduct�on of the P�ne ed�t�on for more background about the
B�gelow ed�t�on.

1. P�ne ed�t�on (1916)
2. Eclect�c Engl�sh Class�cs (1910)
3. Harvard Class�cs Ed�t�on (1909)

We have reta�ned the or�g�nal punctuat�on and spell�ng �n the book,
but there are a few except�ons. See the Deta�led Notes Sect�on of
these notes for a l�st of changes. There are many m�sspelled words
�n th�s Autob�ography, but we made three changes, wh�ch we bel�eve
were made by the ed�tor or publ�sher. After the three changes that
we made, those sentences match the same sentence from the other
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two transcr�pt�ons of the book �n P������ G��������. The Deta�led
Notes Sect�on also �ncludes �ssues that have come up dur�ng
transcr�pt�on.

Product�on Notes Sect�on:

Th�s book conta�ned no chapters and no table of contents.

The nav�gat�on tools on page 2 of th�s book were added by the
transcr�ber, �n the hope of prov�d�ng a better read�ng exper�ence. The
four parts of th�s book correspond to the four parts of the
Autob�ography descr�bed �n W�k�ped�a. Luck�ly, those four parts were
the same breaks that Mr. El�ot added �n The Harvard Class�cs
Ed�t�on.

The quotat�ons of On Frankl�n's Autob�ography were added by the
transcr�ber.

Deta�led Notes Sect�on:

• Page 43:
S�x-pence was hyphenated and spl�t between two l�nes for spac�ng.
In several other places, the word was wr�tten w�thout the hyphen.
There was the retent�on of a hyphen �n "three half-pence" on page
47. We d�d not reta�n the hyphen �n transcr�b�ng the clause "at three
sh�ll�ngs and s�xpence a week."
• Page 51:
Changed schoool to school �n "and open a sw�mm�ng-schoool."
• Page 56:
Br�ck-makers was hyphenated and spl�t between two l�nes for
spac�ng. The word was not used aga�n, but several d�fferent words
us�ng the same pref�x or suff�x were found: br�cklayers, verse-



makers, papermakers, and �nstrument-makers. No pattern could be
detected. The hyphen was reta�ned for no other reason than that
was how �t was or�g�nally transcr�bed, �n the clause "by wheel�ng clay
for the br�ck-makers."
• Page 92:
Changed propesed to proposed �n "when I propesed new
�nst�tut�ons."
• Page 125:
Changed on to an �n the clause "and on acc�dental stroke on one of
them would demol�sh �t."
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