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MANIFESTO OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY
[From the Engl�sh ed�t�on of 1888, ed�ted by Fr�edr�ch Engels]

A spectre �s haunt�ng Europe—the spectre of Commun�sm.
All the Powers of old Europe have entered �nto a holy all�ance to
exorc�se th�s spectre: Pope and Czar, Mettern�ch and Gu�zot,
French Rad�cals and German pol�ce-sp�es.

Where �s the party �n oppos�t�on that has not been decr�ed as
Commun�st�c by �ts opponents �n power? Where �s the Oppos�t�on
that has not hurled back the brand�ng reproach of Commun�sm,
aga�nst the more advanced oppos�t�on part�es, as well as aga�nst �ts
react�onary adversar�es?

Two th�ngs result from th�s fact.

I. Commun�sm �s already acknowledged by all European Powers to
be �tself a Power.

II. It �s h�gh t�me that Commun�sts should openly, �n the face of the
whole world, publ�sh the�r v�ews, the�r a�ms, the�r tendenc�es, and
meet th�s nursery tale of the Spectre of Commun�sm w�th a
Man�festo of the party �tself.

To th�s end, Commun�sts of var�ous nat�onal�t�es have assembled �n
London, and sketched the follow�ng Man�festo, to be publ�shed �n the
Engl�sh, French, German, Ital�an, Flem�sh and Dan�sh languages.

I. BOURGEOIS AND PROLETARIANS



The h�story of all h�therto ex�st�ng soc�et�es �s the h�story of class
struggles.

Freeman and slave, patr�c�an and plebe�an, lord and serf, gu�ld-
master and journeyman, �n a word, oppressor and oppressed, stood
�n constant oppos�t�on to one another, carr�ed on an un�nterrupted,
now h�dden, now open f�ght, a f�ght that each t�me ended, e�ther �n a
revolut�onary re-const�tut�on of soc�ety at large, or �n the common
ru�n of the contend�ng classes.

In the earl�er epochs of h�story, we f�nd almost everywhere a
compl�cated arrangement of soc�ety �nto var�ous orders, a man�fold
gradat�on of soc�al rank. In anc�ent Rome we have patr�c�ans,
kn�ghts, plebe�ans, slaves; �n the M�ddle Ages, feudal lords, vassals,
gu�ld-masters, journeymen, apprent�ces, serfs; �n almost all of these
classes, aga�n, subord�nate gradat�ons.

The modern bourgeo�s soc�ety that has sprouted from the ru�ns of
feudal soc�ety has not done away w�th class antagon�sms. It has but
establ�shed new classes, new cond�t�ons of oppress�on, new forms of
struggle �n place of the old ones. Our epoch, the epoch of the
bourgeo�s�e, possesses, however, th�s d�st�nct�ve feature: �t has
s�mpl�f�ed the class antagon�sms. Soc�ety as a whole �s more and
more spl�tt�ng up �nto two great host�le camps, �nto two great classes,
d�rectly fac�ng each other: Bourgeo�s�e and Proletar�at.

From the serfs of the M�ddle Ages sprang the chartered burghers of
the earl�est towns. From these burgesses the f�rst elements of the
bourgeo�s�e were developed.

The d�scovery of Amer�ca, the round�ng of the Cape, opened up
fresh ground for the r�s�ng bourgeo�s�e. The East-Ind�an and Ch�nese
markets, the colon�sat�on of Amer�ca, trade w�th the colon�es, the
�ncrease �n the means of exchange and �n commod�t�es generally,
gave to commerce, to nav�gat�on, to �ndustry, an �mpulse never
before known, and thereby, to the revolut�onary element �n the
totter�ng feudal soc�ety, a rap�d development.



The feudal system of �ndustry, under wh�ch �ndustr�al product�on was
monopol�sed by closed gu�lds, now no longer suff�ced for the grow�ng
wants of the new markets. The manufactur�ng system took �ts place.
The gu�ld-masters were pushed on one s�de by the manufactur�ng
m�ddle class; d�v�s�on of labour between the d�fferent corporate
gu�lds van�shed �n the face of d�v�s�on of labour �n each s�ngle
workshop.

Meant�me the markets kept ever grow�ng, the demand ever r�s�ng.
Even manufacture no longer suff�ced. Thereupon, steam and
mach�nery revolut�on�sed �ndustr�al product�on. The place of
manufacture was taken by the g�ant, Modern Industry, the place of
the �ndustr�al m�ddle class, by �ndustr�al m�ll�ona�res, the leaders of
whole �ndustr�al arm�es, the modern bourgeo�s.

Modern �ndustry has establ�shed the world-market, for wh�ch the
d�scovery of Amer�ca paved the way. Th�s market has g�ven an
�mmense development to commerce, to nav�gat�on, to
commun�cat�on by land. Th�s development has, �n �ts t�me, reacted
on the extens�on of �ndustry; and �n proport�on as �ndustry,
commerce, nav�gat�on, ra�lways extended, �n the same proport�on the
bourgeo�s�e developed, �ncreased �ts cap�tal, and pushed �nto the
background every class handed down from the M�ddle Ages.

We see, therefore, how the modern bourgeo�s�e �s �tself the product
of a long course of development, of a ser�es of revolut�ons �n the
modes of product�on and of exchange.

Each step �n the development of the bourgeo�s�e was accompan�ed
by a correspond�ng pol�t�cal advance of that class. An oppressed
class under the sway of the feudal nob�l�ty, an armed and self-
govern�ng assoc�at�on �n the med�aeval commune; here �ndependent
urban republ�c (as �n Italy and Germany), there taxable "th�rd estate"
of the monarchy (as �n France), afterwards, �n the per�od of
manufacture proper, serv�ng e�ther the sem�-feudal or the absolute
monarchy as a counterpo�se aga�nst the nob�l�ty, and, �n fact, corner-
stone of the great monarch�es �n general, the bourgeo�s�e has at last,
s�nce the establ�shment of Modern Industry and of the world-market,



conquered for �tself, �n the modern representat�ve State, exclus�ve
pol�t�cal sway. The execut�ve of the modern State �s but a comm�ttee
for manag�ng the common affa�rs of the whole bourgeo�s�e.

The bourgeo�s�e, h�stor�cally, has played a most revolut�onary part.

The bourgeo�s�e, wherever �t has got the upper hand, has put an end
to all feudal, patr�archal, �dyll�c relat�ons. It has p�t�lessly torn asunder
the motley feudal t�es that bound man to h�s "natural super�ors," and
has left rema�n�ng no other nexus between man and man than naked
self-�nterest, than callous "cash payment." It has drowned the most
heavenly ecstas�es of rel�g�ous fervour, of ch�valrous enthus�asm, of
ph�l�st�ne sent�mental�sm, �n the �cy water of egot�st�cal calculat�on. It
has resolved personal worth �nto exchange value, and �n place of the
numberless and �ndefeas�ble chartered freedoms, has set up that
s�ngle, unconsc�onable freedom—Free Trade. In one word, for
explo�tat�on, ve�led by rel�g�ous and pol�t�cal �llus�ons, naked,
shameless, d�rect, brutal explo�tat�on.

The bourgeo�s�e has str�pped of �ts halo every occupat�on h�therto
honoured and looked up to w�th reverent awe. It has converted the
phys�c�an, the lawyer, the pr�est, the poet, the man of sc�ence, �nto �ts
pa�d wage labourers.

The bourgeo�s�e has torn away from the fam�ly �ts sent�mental ve�l,
and has reduced the fam�ly relat�on to a mere money relat�on.

The bourgeo�s�e has d�sclosed how �t came to pass that the brutal
d�splay of v�gour �n the M�ddle Ages, wh�ch React�on�sts so much
adm�re, found �ts f�tt�ng complement �n the most slothful �ndolence. It
has been the f�rst to show what man's act�v�ty can br�ng about. It has
accompl�shed wonders far surpass�ng Egypt�an pyram�ds, Roman
aqueducts, and Goth�c cathedrals; �t has conducted exped�t�ons that
put �n the shade all former Exoduses of nat�ons and crusades.

The bourgeo�s�e cannot ex�st w�thout constantly revolut�on�s�ng the
�nstruments of product�on, and thereby the relat�ons of product�on,
and w�th them the whole relat�ons of soc�ety. Conservat�on of the old



modes of product�on �n unaltered form, was, on the contrary, the f�rst
cond�t�on of ex�stence for all earl�er �ndustr�al classes. Constant
revolut�on�s�ng of product�on, un�nterrupted d�sturbance of all soc�al
cond�t�ons, everlast�ng uncerta�nty and ag�tat�on d�st�ngu�sh the
bourgeo�s epoch from all earl�er ones. All f�xed, fast-frozen relat�ons,
w�th the�r tra�n of anc�ent and venerable prejud�ces and op�n�ons, are
swept away, all new-formed ones become ant�quated before they
can oss�fy. All that �s sol�d melts �nto a�r, all that �s holy �s profaned,
and man �s at last compelled to face w�th sober senses, h�s real
cond�t�ons of l�fe, and h�s relat�ons w�th h�s k�nd.

The need of a constantly expand�ng market for �ts products chases
the bourgeo�s�e over the whole surface of the globe. It must nestle
everywhere, settle everywhere, establ�sh connex�ons everywhere.

The bourgeo�s�e has through �ts explo�tat�on of the world-market
g�ven a cosmopol�tan character to product�on and consumpt�on �n
every country. To the great chagr�n of React�on�sts, �t has drawn from
under the feet of �ndustry the nat�onal ground on wh�ch �t stood. All
old-establ�shed nat�onal �ndustr�es have been destroyed or are da�ly
be�ng destroyed. They are d�slodged by new �ndustr�es, whose
�ntroduct�on becomes a l�fe and death quest�on for all c�v�l�sed
nat�ons, by �ndustr�es that no longer work up �nd�genous raw
mater�al, but raw mater�al drawn from the remotest zones; �ndustr�es
whose products are consumed, not only at home, but �n every
quarter of the globe. In place of the old wants, sat�sf�ed by the
product�ons of the country, we f�nd new wants, requ�r�ng for the�r
sat�sfact�on the products of d�stant lands and cl�mes. In place of the
old local and nat�onal seclus�on and self-suff�c�ency, we have
�ntercourse �n every d�rect�on, un�versal �nter-dependence of nat�ons.
And as �n mater�al, so also �n �ntellectual product�on. The �ntellectual
creat�ons of �nd�v�dual nat�ons become common property. Nat�onal
one-s�dedness and narrow-m�ndedness become more and more
�mposs�ble, and from the numerous nat�onal and local l�teratures,
there ar�ses a world l�terature.



The bourgeo�s�e, by the rap�d �mprovement of all �nstruments of
product�on, by the �mmensely fac�l�tated means of commun�cat�on,
draws all, even the most barbar�an, nat�ons �nto c�v�l�sat�on. The
cheap pr�ces of �ts commod�t�es are the heavy art�llery w�th wh�ch �t
batters down all Ch�nese walls, w�th wh�ch �t forces the barbar�ans'
�ntensely obst�nate hatred of fore�gners to cap�tulate. It compels all
nat�ons, on pa�n of ext�nct�on, to adopt the bourgeo�s mode of
product�on; �t compels them to �ntroduce what �t calls c�v�l�sat�on �nto
the�r m�dst, �.e., to become bourgeo�s themselves. In one word, �t
creates a world after �ts own �mage.

The bourgeo�s�e has subjected the country to the rule of the towns. It
has created enormous c�t�es, has greatly �ncreased the urban
populat�on as compared w�th the rural, and has thus rescued a
cons�derable part of the populat�on from the �d�ocy of rural l�fe. Just
as �t has made the country dependent on the towns, so �t has made
barbar�an and sem�-barbar�an countr�es dependent on the c�v�l�sed
ones, nat�ons of peasants on nat�ons of bourgeo�s, the East on the
West.

The bourgeo�s�e keeps more and more do�ng away w�th the
scattered state of the populat�on, of the means of product�on, and of
property. It has agglomerated product�on, and has concentrated
property �n a few hands. The necessary consequence of th�s was
pol�t�cal central�sat�on. Independent, or but loosely connected
prov�nces, w�th separate �nterests, laws, governments and systems
of taxat�on, became lumped together �nto one nat�on, w�th one
government, one code of laws, one nat�onal class-�nterest, one
front�er and one customs-tar�ff. The bourgeo�s�e, dur�ng �ts rule of
scarce one hundred years, has created more mass�ve and more
colossal product�ve forces than have all preced�ng generat�ons
together. Subject�on of Nature's forces to man, mach�nery,
appl�cat�on of chem�stry to �ndustry and agr�culture, steam-
nav�gat�on, ra�lways, electr�c telegraphs, clear�ng of whole cont�nents
for cult�vat�on, canal�sat�on of r�vers, whole populat�ons conjured out
of the ground—what earl�er century had even a present�ment that
such product�ve forces slumbered �n the lap of soc�al labour?



We see then: the means of product�on and of exchange, on whose
foundat�on the bourgeo�s�e bu�lt �tself up, were generated �n feudal
soc�ety. At a certa�n stage �n the development of these means of
product�on and of exchange, the cond�t�ons under wh�ch feudal
soc�ety produced and exchanged, the feudal organ�sat�on of
agr�culture and manufactur�ng �ndustry, �n one word, the feudal
relat�ons of property became no longer compat�ble w�th the already
developed product�ve forces; they became so many fetters. They
had to be burst asunder; they were burst asunder.

Into the�r place stepped free compet�t�on, accompan�ed by a soc�al
and pol�t�cal const�tut�on adapted to �t, and by the econom�cal and
pol�t�cal sway of the bourgeo�s class.

A s�m�lar movement �s go�ng on before our own eyes. Modern
bourgeo�s soc�ety w�th �ts relat�ons of product�on, of exchange and of
property, a soc�ety that has conjured up such g�gant�c means of
product�on and of exchange, �s l�ke the sorcerer, who �s no longer
able to control the powers of the nether world whom he has called up
by h�s spells. For many a decade past the h�story of �ndustry and
commerce �s but the h�story of the revolt of modern product�ve forces
aga�nst modern cond�t�ons of product�on, aga�nst the property
relat�ons that are the cond�t�ons for the ex�stence of the bourgeo�s�e
and of �ts rule. It �s enough to ment�on the commerc�al cr�ses that by
the�r per�od�cal return put on �ts tr�al, each t�me more threaten�ngly,
the ex�stence of the ent�re bourgeo�s soc�ety. In these cr�ses a great
part not only of the ex�st�ng products, but also of the prev�ously
created product�ve forces, are per�od�cally destroyed. In these cr�ses
there breaks out an ep�dem�c that, �n all earl�er epochs, would have
seemed an absurd�ty—the ep�dem�c of over-product�on. Soc�ety
suddenly f�nds �tself put back �nto a state of momentary barbar�sm; �t
appears as �f a fam�ne, a un�versal war of devastat�on had cut off the
supply of every means of subs�stence; �ndustry and commerce seem
to be destroyed; and why? Because there �s too much c�v�l�sat�on,
too much means of subs�stence, too much �ndustry, too much
commerce. The product�ve forces at the d�sposal of soc�ety no longer
tend to further the development of the cond�t�ons of bourgeo�s



property; on the contrary, they have become too powerful for these
cond�t�ons, by wh�ch they are fettered, and so soon as they
overcome these fetters, they br�ng d�sorder �nto the whole of
bourgeo�s soc�ety, endanger the ex�stence of bourgeo�s property.
The cond�t�ons of bourgeo�s soc�ety are too narrow to compr�se the
wealth created by them. And how does the bourgeo�s�e get over
these cr�ses? On the one hand �nforced destruct�on of a mass of
product�ve forces; on the other, by the conquest of new markets, and
by the more thorough explo�tat�on of the old ones. That �s to say, by
pav�ng the way for more extens�ve and more destruct�ve cr�ses, and
by d�m�n�sh�ng the means whereby cr�ses are prevented.

The weapons w�th wh�ch the bourgeo�s�e felled feudal�sm to the
ground are now turned aga�nst the bourgeo�s�e �tself.

But not only has the bourgeo�s�e forged the weapons that br�ng
death to �tself; �t has also called �nto ex�stence the men who are to
w�eld those weapons—the modern work�ng class—the proletar�ans.

In proport�on as the bourgeo�s�e, �.e., cap�tal, �s developed, �n the
same proport�on �s the proletar�at, the modern work�ng class,
developed—a class of labourers, who l�ve only so long as they f�nd
work, and who f�nd work only so long as the�r labour �ncreases
cap�tal. These labourers, who must sell themselves p�ece-meal, are
a commod�ty, l�ke every other art�cle of commerce, and are
consequently exposed to all the v�c�ss�tudes of compet�t�on, to all the
fluctuat�ons of the market.

Ow�ng to the extens�ve use of mach�nery and to d�v�s�on of labour,
the work of the proletar�ans has lost all �nd�v�dual character, and
consequently, all charm for the workman. He becomes an
appendage of the mach�ne, and �t �s only the most s�mple, most
monotonous, and most eas�ly acqu�red knack, that �s requ�red of h�m.
Hence, the cost of product�on of a workman �s restr�cted, almost
ent�rely, to the means of subs�stence that he requ�res for h�s
ma�ntenance, and for the propagat�on of h�s race. But the pr�ce of a
commod�ty, and therefore also of labour, �s equal to �ts cost of
product�on. In proport�on therefore, as the repuls�veness of the work



�ncreases, the wage decreases. Nay more, �n proport�on as the use
of mach�nery and d�v�s�on of labour �ncreases, �n the same proport�on
the burden of to�l also �ncreases, whether by prolongat�on of the
work�ng hours, by �ncrease of the work exacted �n a g�ven t�me or by
�ncreased speed of the mach�nery, etc.

Modern �ndustry has converted the l�ttle workshop of the patr�archal
master �nto the great factory of the �ndustr�al cap�tal�st. Masses of
labourers, crowded �nto the factory, are organ�sed l�ke sold�ers. As
pr�vates of the �ndustr�al army they are placed under the command of
a perfect h�erarchy of off�cers and sergeants. Not only are they
slaves of the bourgeo�s class, and of the bourgeo�s State; they are
da�ly and hourly enslaved by the mach�ne, by the over-looker, and,
above all, by the �nd�v�dual bourgeo�s manufacturer h�mself. The
more openly th�s despot�sm procla�ms ga�n to be �ts end and a�m, the
more petty, the more hateful and the more emb�tter�ng �t �s.

The less the sk�ll and exert�on of strength �mpl�ed �n manual labour,
�n other words, the more modern �ndustry becomes developed, the
more �s the labour of men superseded by that of women. D�fferences
of age and sex have no longer any d�st�nct�ve soc�al val�d�ty for the
work�ng class. All are �nstruments of labour, more or less expens�ve
to use, accord�ng to the�r age and sex.

No sooner �s the explo�tat�on of the labourer by the manufacturer, so
far at an end, that he rece�ves h�s wages �n cash, than he �s set upon
by the other port�ons of the bourgeo�s�e, the landlord, the
shopkeeper, the pawnbroker, etc.

The lower strata of the m�ddle class—the small tradespeople,
shopkeepers, ret�red tradesmen generally, the hand�craftsmen and
peasants—all these s�nk gradually �nto the proletar�at, partly because
the�r d�m�nut�ve cap�tal does not suff�ce for the scale on wh�ch
Modern Industry �s carr�ed on, and �s swamped �n the compet�t�on
w�th the large cap�tal�sts, partly because the�r spec�al�zed sk�ll �s
rendered worthless by the new methods of product�on. Thus the
proletar�at �s recru�ted from all classes of the populat�on.



The proletar�at goes through var�ous stages of development. W�th �ts
b�rth beg�ns �ts struggle w�th the bourgeo�s�e. At f�rst the contest �s
carr�ed on by �nd�v�dual labourers, then by the workpeople of a
factory, then by the operat�ves of one trade, �n one local�ty, aga�nst
the �nd�v�dual bourgeo�s who d�rectly explo�ts them. They d�rect the�r
attacks not aga�nst the bourgeo�s cond�t�ons of product�on, but
aga�nst the �nstruments of product�on themselves; they destroy
�mported wares that compete w�th the�r labour, they smash to p�eces
mach�nery, they set factor�es ablaze, they seek to restore by force
the van�shed status of the workman of the M�ddle Ages.

At th�s stage the labourers st�ll form an �ncoherent mass scattered
over the whole country, and broken up by the�r mutual compet�t�on. If
anywhere they un�te to form more compact bod�es, th�s �s not yet the
consequence of the�r own act�ve un�on, but of the un�on of the
bourgeo�s�e, wh�ch class, �n order to atta�n �ts own pol�t�cal ends, �s
compelled to set the whole proletar�at �n mot�on, and �s moreover yet,
for a t�me, able to do so. At th�s stage, therefore, the proletar�ans do
not f�ght the�r enem�es, but the enem�es of the�r enem�es, the
remnants of absolute monarchy, the landowners, the non-�ndustr�al
bourgeo�s, the petty bourgeo�s�e. Thus the whole h�stor�cal
movement �s concentrated �n the hands of the bourgeo�s�e; every
v�ctory so obta�ned �s a v�ctory for the bourgeo�s�e.

But w�th the development of �ndustry the proletar�at not only
�ncreases �n number; �t becomes concentrated �n greater masses, �ts
strength grows, and �t feels that strength more. The var�ous �nterests
and cond�t�ons of l�fe w�th�n the ranks of the proletar�at are more and
more equal�sed, �n proport�on as mach�nery obl�terates all
d�st�nct�ons of labour, and nearly everywhere reduces wages to the
same low level. The grow�ng compet�t�on among the bourgeo�s, and
the result�ng commerc�al cr�ses, make the wages of the workers ever
more fluctuat�ng. The unceas�ng �mprovement of mach�nery, ever
more rap�dly develop�ng, makes the�r l�vel�hood more and more
precar�ous; the coll�s�ons between �nd�v�dual workmen and �nd�v�dual
bourgeo�s take more and more the character of coll�s�ons between
two classes. Thereupon the workers beg�n to form comb�nat�ons



(Trades Un�ons) aga�nst the bourgeo�s; they club together �n order to
keep up the rate of wages; they found permanent assoc�at�ons �n
order to make prov�s�on beforehand for these occas�onal revolts.
Here and there the contest breaks out �nto r�ots.

Now and then the workers are v�ctor�ous, but only for a t�me. The
real fru�t of the�r battles l�es, not �n the �mmed�ate result, but �n the
ever-expand�ng un�on of the workers. Th�s un�on �s helped on by the
�mproved means of commun�cat�on that are created by modern
�ndustry and that place the workers of d�fferent local�t�es �n contact
w�th one another. It was just th�s contact that was needed to
central�se the numerous local struggles, all of the same character,
�nto one nat�onal struggle between classes. But every class struggle
�s a pol�t�cal struggle. And that un�on, to atta�n wh�ch the burghers of
the M�ddle Ages, w�th the�r m�serable h�ghways, requ�red centur�es,
the modern proletar�ans, thanks to ra�lways, ach�eve �n a few years.

Th�s organ�sat�on of the proletar�ans �nto a class, and consequently
�nto a pol�t�cal party, �s cont�nually be�ng upset aga�n by the
compet�t�on between the workers themselves. But �t ever r�ses up
aga�n, stronger, f�rmer, m�ght�er. It compels leg�slat�ve recogn�t�on of
part�cular �nterests of the workers, by tak�ng advantage of the
d�v�s�ons among the bourgeo�s�e �tself. Thus the ten-hours' b�ll �n
England was carr�ed.

Altogether coll�s�ons between the classes of the old soc�ety further, �n
many ways, the course of development of the proletar�at. The
bourgeo�s�e f�nds �tself �nvolved �n a constant battle. At f�rst w�th the
ar�stocracy; later on, w�th those port�ons of the bourgeo�s�e �tself,
whose �nterests have become antagon�st�c to the progress of
�ndustry; at all t�mes, w�th the bourgeo�s�e of fore�gn countr�es. In all
these battles �t sees �tself compelled to appeal to the proletar�at, to
ask for �ts help, and thus, to drag �t �nto the pol�t�cal arena. The
bourgeo�s�e �tself, therefore, suppl�es the proletar�at w�th �ts own
�nstruments of pol�t�cal and general educat�on, �n other words, �t
furn�shes the proletar�at w�th weapons for f�ght�ng the bourgeo�s�e.



Further, as we have already seen, ent�re sect�ons of the rul�ng
classes are, by the advance of �ndustry, prec�p�tated �nto the
proletar�at, or are at least threatened �n the�r cond�t�ons of ex�stence.
These also supply the proletar�at w�th fresh elements of
enl�ghtenment and progress.

F�nally, �n t�mes when the class struggle nears the dec�s�ve hour, the
process of d�ssolut�on go�ng on w�th�n the rul�ng class, �n fact w�th�n
the whole range of soc�ety, assumes such a v�olent, glar�ng
character, that a small sect�on of the rul�ng class cuts �tself adr�ft, and
jo�ns the revolut�onary class, the class that holds the future �n �ts
hands. Just as, therefore, at an earl�er per�od, a sect�on of the
nob�l�ty went over to the bourgeo�s�e, so now a port�on of the
bourgeo�s�e goes over to the proletar�at, and �n part�cular, a port�on of
the bourgeo�s �deolog�sts, who have ra�sed themselves to the level of
comprehend�ng theoret�cally the h�stor�cal movement as a whole.

Of all the classes that stand face to face w�th the bourgeo�s�e today,
the proletar�at alone �s a really revolut�onary class. The other classes
decay and f�nally d�sappear �n the face of Modern Industry; the
proletar�at �s �ts spec�al and essent�al product. The lower m�ddle
class, the small manufacturer, the shopkeeper, the art�san, the
peasant, all these f�ght aga�nst the bourgeo�s�e, to save from
ext�nct�on the�r ex�stence as fract�ons of the m�ddle class. They are
therefore not revolut�onary, but conservat�ve. Nay more, they are
react�onary, for they try to roll back the wheel of h�story. If by chance
they are revolut�onary, they are so only �n v�ew of the�r �mpend�ng
transfer �nto the proletar�at, they thus defend not the�r present, but
the�r future �nterests, they desert the�r own standpo�nt to place
themselves at that of the proletar�at.

The "dangerous class," the soc�al scum, that pass�vely rott�ng mass
thrown off by the lowest layers of old soc�ety, may, here and there,
be swept �nto the movement by a proletar�an revolut�on; �ts
cond�t�ons of l�fe, however, prepare �t far more for the part of a br�bed
tool of react�onary �ntr�gue.



In the cond�t�ons of the proletar�at, those of old soc�ety at large are
already v�rtually swamped. The proletar�an �s w�thout property; h�s
relat�on to h�s w�fe and ch�ldren has no longer anyth�ng �n common
w�th the bourgeo�s fam�ly-relat�ons; modern �ndustr�al labour, modern
subject�on to cap�tal, the same �n England as �n France, �n Amer�ca
as �n Germany, has str�pped h�m of every trace of nat�onal character.
Law, moral�ty, rel�g�on, are to h�m so many bourgeo�s prejud�ces,
beh�nd wh�ch lurk �n ambush just as many bourgeo�s �nterests.

All the preced�ng classes that got the upper hand, sought to fort�fy
the�r already acqu�red status by subject�ng soc�ety at large to the�r
cond�t�ons of appropr�at�on. The proletar�ans cannot become masters
of the product�ve forces of soc�ety, except by abol�sh�ng the�r own
prev�ous mode of appropr�at�on, and thereby also every other
prev�ous mode of appropr�at�on. They have noth�ng of the�r own to
secure and to fort�fy; the�r m�ss�on �s to destroy all prev�ous secur�t�es
for, and �nsurances of, �nd�v�dual property.

All prev�ous h�stor�cal movements were movements of m�nor�t�es, or
�n the �nterests of m�nor�t�es. The proletar�an movement �s the self-
consc�ous, �ndependent movement of the �mmense major�ty, �n the
�nterests of the �mmense major�ty. The proletar�at, the lowest stratum
of our present soc�ety, cannot st�r, cannot ra�se �tself up, w�thout the
whole super�ncumbent strata of off�c�al soc�ety be�ng sprung �nto the
a�r.

Though not �n substance, yet �n form, the struggle of the proletar�at
w�th the bourgeo�s�e �s at f�rst a nat�onal struggle. The proletar�at of
each country must, of course, f�rst of all settle matters w�th �ts own
bourgeo�s�e.

In dep�ct�ng the most general phases of the development of the
proletar�at, we traced the more or less ve�led c�v�l war, rag�ng w�th�n
ex�st�ng soc�ety, up to the po�nt where that war breaks out �nto open
revolut�on, and where the v�olent overthrow of the bourgeo�s�e lays
the foundat�on for the sway of the proletar�at.



H�therto, every form of soc�ety has been based, as we have already
seen, on the antagon�sm of oppress�ng and oppressed classes. But
�n order to oppress a class, certa�n cond�t�ons must be assured to �t
under wh�ch �t can, at least, cont�nue �ts slav�sh ex�stence. The serf,
�n the per�od of serfdom, ra�sed h�mself to membersh�p �n the
commune, just as the petty bourgeo�s, under the yoke of feudal
absolut�sm, managed to develop �nto a bourgeo�s. The modern
laborer, on the contrary, �nstead of r�s�ng w�th the progress of
�ndustry, s�nks deeper and deeper below the cond�t�ons of ex�stence
of h�s own class. He becomes a pauper, and pauper�sm develops
more rap�dly than populat�on and wealth. And here �t becomes
ev�dent, that the bourgeo�s�e �s unf�t any longer to be the rul�ng class
�n soc�ety, and to �mpose �ts cond�t�ons of ex�stence upon soc�ety as
an over-r�d�ng law. It �s unf�t to rule because �t �s �ncompetent to
assure an ex�stence to �ts slave w�th�n h�s slavery, because �t cannot
help lett�ng h�m s�nk �nto such a state, that �t has to feed h�m, �nstead
of be�ng fed by h�m. Soc�ety can no longer l�ve under th�s
bourgeo�s�e, �n other words, �ts ex�stence �s no longer compat�ble
w�th soc�ety.

The essent�al cond�t�on for the ex�stence, and for the sway of the
bourgeo�s class, �s the format�on and augmentat�on of cap�tal; the
cond�t�on for cap�tal �s wage-labour. Wage-labour rests exclus�vely on
compet�t�on between the laborers. The advance of �ndustry, whose
�nvoluntary promoter �s the bourgeo�s�e, replaces the �solat�on of the
labourers, due to compet�t�on, by the�r revolut�onary comb�nat�on,
due to assoc�at�on. The development of Modern Industry, therefore,
cuts from under �ts feet the very foundat�on on wh�ch the bourgeo�s�e
produces and appropr�ates products. What the bourgeo�s�e,
therefore, produces, above all, �s �ts own grave-d�ggers. Its fall and
the v�ctory of the proletar�at are equally �nev�table.

II. PROLETARIANS AND COMMUNISTS



In what relat�on do the Commun�sts stand to the proletar�ans as a
whole?

The Commun�sts do not form a separate party opposed to other
work�ng-class part�es.

They have no �nterests separate and apart from those of the
proletar�at as a whole.

They do not set up any sectar�an pr�nc�ples of the�r own, by wh�ch to
shape and mould the proletar�an movement.

The Commun�sts are d�st�ngu�shed from the other work�ng-class
part�es by th�s only: (1) In the nat�onal struggles of the proletar�ans of
the d�fferent countr�es, they po�nt out and br�ng to the front the
common �nterests of the ent�re proletar�at, �ndependently of all
nat�onal�ty. (2) In the var�ous stages of development wh�ch the
struggle of the work�ng class aga�nst the bourgeo�s�e has to pass
through, they always and everywhere represent the �nterests of the
movement as a whole.

The Commun�sts, therefore, are on the one hand, pract�cally, the
most advanced and resolute sect�on of the work�ng-class part�es of
every country, that sect�on wh�ch pushes forward all others; on the
other hand, theoret�cally, they have over the great mass of the
proletar�at the advantage of clearly understand�ng the l�ne of march,
the cond�t�ons, and the ult�mate general results of the proletar�an
movement.

The �mmed�ate a�m of the Commun�st �s the same as that of all the
other proletar�an part�es: format�on of the proletar�at �nto a class,
overthrow of the bourgeo�s supremacy, conquest of pol�t�cal power
by the proletar�at.

The theoret�cal conclus�ons of the Commun�sts are �n no way based
on �deas or pr�nc�ples that have been �nvented, or d�scovered, by th�s
or that would-be un�versal reformer. They merely express, �n general
terms, actual relat�ons spr�ng�ng from an ex�st�ng class struggle, from



a h�stor�cal movement go�ng on under our very eyes. The abol�t�on of
ex�st�ng property relat�ons �s not at all a d�st�nct�ve feature of
Commun�sm.

All property relat�ons �n the past have cont�nually been subject to
h�stor�cal change consequent upon the change �n h�stor�cal
cond�t�ons.

The French Revolut�on, for example, abol�shed feudal property �n
favour of bourgeo�s property.

The d�st�ngu�sh�ng feature of Commun�sm �s not the abol�t�on of
property generally, but the abol�t�on of bourgeo�s property. But
modern bourgeo�s pr�vate property �s the f�nal and most complete
express�on of the system of produc�ng and appropr�at�ng products,
that �s based on class antagon�sms, on the explo�tat�on of the many
by the few.

In th�s sense, the theory of the Commun�sts may be summed up �n
the s�ngle sentence: Abol�t�on of pr�vate property.

We Commun�sts have been reproached w�th the des�re of abol�sh�ng
the r�ght of personally acqu�r�ng property as the fru�t of a man's own
labour, wh�ch property �s alleged to be the groundwork of all personal
freedom, act�v�ty and �ndependence.

Hard-won, self-acqu�red, self-earned property! Do you mean the
property of the petty art�san and of the small peasant, a form of
property that preceded the bourgeo�s form? There �s no need to
abol�sh that; the development of �ndustry has to a great extent
already destroyed �t, and �s st�ll destroy�ng �t da�ly.

Or do you mean modern bourgeo�s pr�vate property?

But does wage-labour create any property for the labourer? Not a b�t.
It creates cap�tal, �.e., that k�nd of property wh�ch explo�ts wage-
labour, and wh�ch cannot �ncrease except upon cond�t�on of
begett�ng a new supply of wage-labour for fresh explo�tat�on.



Property, �n �ts present form, �s based on the antagon�sm of cap�tal
and wage-labour. Let us exam�ne both s�des of th�s antagon�sm.

To be a cap�tal�st, �s to have not only a purely personal, but a soc�al
status �n product�on. Cap�tal �s a collect�ve product, and only by the
un�ted act�on of many members, nay, �n the last resort, only by the
un�ted act�on of all members of soc�ety, can �t be set �n mot�on.

Cap�tal �s, therefore, not a personal, �t �s a soc�al power.

When, therefore, cap�tal �s converted �nto common property, �nto the
property of all members of soc�ety, personal property �s not thereby
transformed �nto soc�al property. It �s only the soc�al character of the
property that �s changed. It loses �ts class-character.

Let us now take wage-labour.

The average pr�ce of wage-labour �s the m�n�mum wage, �.e., that
quantum of the means of subs�stence, wh�ch �s absolutely requ�s�te
�n bare ex�stence as a labourer. What, therefore, the wage-labourer
appropr�ates by means of h�s labour, merely suff�ces to prolong and
reproduce a bare ex�stence. We by no means �ntend to abol�sh th�s
personal appropr�at�on of the products of labour, an appropr�at�on
that �s made for the ma�ntenance and reproduct�on of human l�fe,
and that leaves no surplus wherew�th to command the labour of
others. All that we want to do away w�th, �s the m�serable character
of th�s appropr�at�on, under wh�ch the labourer l�ves merely to
�ncrease cap�tal, and �s allowed to l�ve only �n so far as the �nterest of
the rul�ng class requ�res �t.

In bourgeo�s soc�ety, l�v�ng labour �s but a means to �ncrease
accumulated labour. In Commun�st soc�ety, accumulated labour �s
but a means to w�den, to enr�ch, to promote the ex�stence of the
labourer.

In bourgeo�s soc�ety, therefore, the past dom�nates the present; �n
Commun�st soc�ety, the present dom�nates the past. In bourgeo�s



soc�ety cap�tal �s �ndependent and has �nd�v�dual�ty, wh�le the l�v�ng
person �s dependent and has no �nd�v�dual�ty.

And the abol�t�on of th�s state of th�ngs �s called by the bourgeo�s,
abol�t�on of �nd�v�dual�ty and freedom! And r�ghtly so. The abol�t�on of
bourgeo�s �nd�v�dual�ty, bourgeo�s �ndependence, and bourgeo�s
freedom �s undoubtedly a�med at.

By freedom �s meant, under the present bourgeo�s cond�t�ons of
product�on, free trade, free sell�ng and buy�ng.

But �f sell�ng and buy�ng d�sappears, free sell�ng and buy�ng
d�sappears also. Th�s talk about free sell�ng and buy�ng, and all the
other "brave words" of our bourgeo�s�e about freedom �n general,
have a mean�ng, �f any, only �n contrast w�th restr�cted sell�ng and
buy�ng, w�th the fettered traders of the M�ddle Ages, but have no
mean�ng when opposed to the Commun�st�c abol�t�on of buy�ng and
sell�ng, of the bourgeo�s cond�t�ons of product�on, and of the
bourgeo�s�e �tself.

You are horr�f�ed at our �ntend�ng to do away w�th pr�vate property.
But �n your ex�st�ng soc�ety, pr�vate property �s already done away
w�th for n�ne-tenths of the populat�on; �ts ex�stence for the few �s
solely due to �ts non-ex�stence �n the hands of those n�ne-tenths. You
reproach us, therefore, w�th �ntend�ng to do away w�th a form of
property, the necessary cond�t�on for whose ex�stence �s the non-
ex�stence of any property for the �mmense major�ty of soc�ety.

In one word, you reproach us w�th �ntend�ng to do away w�th your
property. Prec�sely so; that �s just what we �ntend.

From the moment when labour can no longer be converted �nto
cap�tal, money, or rent, �nto a soc�al power capable of be�ng
monopol�sed, �.e., from the moment when �nd�v�dual property can no
longer be transformed �nto bourgeo�s property, �nto cap�tal, from that
moment, you say �nd�v�dual�ty van�shes.



You must, therefore, confess that by "�nd�v�dual" you mean no other
person than the bourgeo�s, than the m�ddle-class owner of property.
Th�s person must, �ndeed, be swept out of the way, and made
�mposs�ble.

Commun�sm depr�ves no man of the power to appropr�ate the
products of soc�ety; all that �t does �s to depr�ve h�m of the power to
subjugate the labour of others by means of such appropr�at�on.

It has been objected that upon the abol�t�on of pr�vate property all
work w�ll cease, and un�versal laz�ness w�ll overtake us.

Accord�ng to th�s, bourgeo�s soc�ety ought long ago to have gone to
the dogs through sheer �dleness; for those of �ts members who work,
acqu�re noth�ng, and those who acqu�re anyth�ng, do not work. The
whole of th�s object�on �s but another express�on of the tautology:
that there can no longer be any wage-labour when there �s no longer
any cap�tal.

All object�ons urged aga�nst the Commun�st�c mode of produc�ng and
appropr�at�ng mater�al products, have, �n the same way, been urged
aga�nst the Commun�st�c modes of produc�ng and appropr�at�ng
�ntellectual products. Just as, to the bourgeo�s, the d�sappearance of
class property �s the d�sappearance of product�on �tself, so the
d�sappearance of class culture �s to h�m �dent�cal w�th the
d�sappearance of all culture.

That culture, the loss of wh�ch he laments, �s, for the enormous
major�ty, a mere tra�n�ng to act as a mach�ne.

But don't wrangle w�th us so long as you apply, to our �ntended
abol�t�on of bourgeo�s property, the standard of your bourgeo�s
not�ons of freedom, culture, law, etc. Your very �deas are but the
outgrowth of the cond�t�ons of your bourgeo�s product�on and
bourgeo�s property, just as your jur�sprudence �s but the w�ll of your
class made �nto a law for all, a w�ll, whose essent�al character and
d�rect�on are determ�ned by the econom�cal cond�t�ons of ex�stence
of your class.



The self�sh m�sconcept�on that �nduces you to transform �nto eternal
laws of nature and of reason, the soc�al forms spr�ng�ng from your
present mode of product�on and form of property—h�stor�cal relat�ons
that r�se and d�sappear �n the progress of product�on—th�s
m�sconcept�on you share w�th every rul�ng class that has preceded
you. What you see clearly �n the case of anc�ent property, what you
adm�t �n the case of feudal property, you are of course forb�dden to
adm�t �n the case of your own bourgeo�s form of property.

Abol�t�on of the fam�ly! Even the most rad�cal flare up at th�s
�nfamous proposal of the Commun�sts.

On what foundat�on �s the present fam�ly, the bourgeo�s fam�ly,
based? On cap�tal, on pr�vate ga�n. In �ts completely developed form
th�s fam�ly ex�sts only among the bourgeo�s�e. But th�s state of th�ngs
f�nds �ts complement �n the pract�cal absence of the fam�ly among
the proletar�ans, and �n publ�c prost�tut�on.

The bourgeo�s fam�ly w�ll van�sh as a matter of course when �ts
complement van�shes, and both w�ll van�sh w�th the van�sh�ng of
cap�tal.

Do you charge us w�th want�ng to stop the explo�tat�on of ch�ldren by
the�r parents? To th�s cr�me we plead gu�lty.

But, you w�ll say, we destroy the most hallowed of relat�ons, when we
replace home educat�on by soc�al.

And your educat�on! Is not that also soc�al, and determ�ned by the
soc�al cond�t�ons under wh�ch you educate, by the �ntervent�on, d�rect
or �nd�rect, of soc�ety, by means of schools, etc.? The Commun�sts
have not �nvented the �ntervent�on of soc�ety �n educat�on; they do
but seek to alter the character of that �ntervent�on, and to rescue
educat�on from the �nfluence of the rul�ng class.

The bourgeo�s clap-trap about the fam�ly and educat�on, about the
hallowed co-relat�on of parent and ch�ld, becomes all the more
d�sgust�ng, the more, by the act�on of Modern Industry, all fam�ly t�es



among the proletar�ans are torn asunder, and the�r ch�ldren
transformed �nto s�mple art�cles of commerce and �nstruments of
labour.

But you Commun�sts would �ntroduce commun�ty of women,
screams the whole bourgeo�s�e �n chorus.

The bourgeo�s sees �n h�s w�fe a mere �nstrument of product�on. He
hears that the �nstruments of product�on are to be explo�ted �n
common, and, naturally, can come to no other conclus�on than that
the lot of be�ng common to all w�ll l�kew�se fall to the women.

He has not even a susp�c�on that the real po�nt �s to do away w�th the
status of women as mere �nstruments of product�on.

For the rest, noth�ng �s more r�d�culous than the v�rtuous �nd�gnat�on
of our bourgeo�s at the commun�ty of women wh�ch, they pretend, �s
to be openly and off�c�ally establ�shed by the Commun�sts. The
Commun�sts have no need to �ntroduce commun�ty of women; �t has
ex�sted almost from t�me �mmemor�al.

Our bourgeo�s, not content w�th hav�ng the w�ves and daughters of
the�r proletar�ans at the�r d�sposal, not to speak of common
prost�tutes, take the greatest pleasure �n seduc�ng each other's
w�ves.

Bourgeo�s marr�age �s �n real�ty a system of w�ves �n common and
thus, at the most, what the Commun�sts m�ght poss�bly be
reproached w�th, �s that they des�re to �ntroduce, �n subst�tut�on for a
hypocr�t�cally concealed, an openly legal�sed commun�ty of women.
For the rest, �t �s self-ev�dent that the abol�t�on of the present system
of product�on must br�ng w�th �t the abol�t�on of the commun�ty of
women spr�ng�ng from that system, �.e., of prost�tut�on both publ�c
and pr�vate.

The Commun�sts are further reproached w�th des�r�ng to abol�sh
countr�es and nat�onal�ty.



The work�ng men have no country. We cannot take from them what
they have not got. S�nce the proletar�at must f�rst of all acqu�re
pol�t�cal supremacy, must r�se to be the lead�ng class of the nat�on,
must const�tute �tself the nat�on, �t �s, so far, �tself nat�onal, though not
�n the bourgeo�s sense of the word.

Nat�onal d�fferences and antagon�sms between peoples are da�ly
more and more van�sh�ng, ow�ng to the development of the
bourgeo�s�e, to freedom of commerce, to the world-market, to
un�form�ty �n the mode of product�on and �n the cond�t�ons of l�fe
correspond�ng thereto.

The supremacy of the proletar�at w�ll cause them to van�sh st�ll faster.
Un�ted act�on, of the lead�ng c�v�l�sed countr�es at least, �s one of the
f�rst cond�t�ons for the emanc�pat�on of the proletar�at.

In proport�on as the explo�tat�on of one �nd�v�dual by another �s put an
end to, the explo�tat�on of one nat�on by another w�ll also be put an
end to. In proport�on as the antagon�sm between classes w�th�n the
nat�on van�shes, the host�l�ty of one nat�on to another w�ll come to an
end.

The charges aga�nst Commun�sm made from a rel�g�ous, a
ph�losoph�cal, and, generally, from an �deolog�cal standpo�nt, are not
deserv�ng of ser�ous exam�nat�on.

Does �t requ�re deep �ntu�t�on to comprehend that man's �deas, v�ews
and concept�ons, �n one word, man's consc�ousness, changes w�th
every change �n the cond�t�ons of h�s mater�al ex�stence, �n h�s soc�al
relat�ons and �n h�s soc�al l�fe?

What else does the h�story of �deas prove, than that �ntellectual
product�on changes �ts character �n proport�on as mater�al product�on
�s changed? The rul�ng �deas of each age have ever been the �deas
of �ts rul�ng class.

When people speak of �deas that revolut�on�se soc�ety, they do but
express the fact, that w�th�n the old soc�ety, the elements of a new



one have been created, and that the d�ssolut�on of the old �deas
keeps even pace w�th the d�ssolut�on of the old cond�t�ons of
ex�stence.

When the anc�ent world was �n �ts last throes, the anc�ent rel�g�ons
were overcome by Chr�st�an�ty. When Chr�st�an �deas succumbed �n
the 18th century to rat�onal�st �deas, feudal soc�ety fought �ts death
battle w�th the then revolut�onary bourgeo�s�e. The �deas of rel�g�ous
l�berty and freedom of consc�ence merely gave express�on to the
sway of free compet�t�on w�th�n the doma�n of knowledge.

"Undoubtedly," �t w�ll be sa�d, "rel�g�ous, moral, ph�losoph�cal and
jur�d�cal �deas have been mod�f�ed �n the course of h�stor�cal
development. But rel�g�on, moral�ty ph�losophy, pol�t�cal sc�ence, and
law, constantly surv�ved th�s change."

"There are, bes�des, eternal truths, such as Freedom, Just�ce, etc.
that are common to all states of soc�ety. But Commun�sm abol�shes
eternal truths, �t abol�shes all rel�g�on, and all moral�ty, �nstead of
const�tut�ng them on a new bas�s; �t therefore acts �n contrad�ct�on to
all past h�stor�cal exper�ence."

What does th�s accusat�on reduce �tself to? The h�story of all past
soc�ety has cons�sted �n the development of class antagon�sms,
antagon�sms that assumed d�fferent forms at d�fferent epochs.

But whatever form they may have taken, one fact �s common to all
past ages, v�z., the explo�tat�on of one part of soc�ety by the other.
No wonder, then, that the soc�al consc�ousness of past ages, desp�te
all the mult�pl�c�ty and var�ety �t d�splays, moves w�th�n certa�n
common forms, or general �deas, wh�ch cannot completely van�sh
except w�th the total d�sappearance of class antagon�sms.

The Commun�st revolut�on �s the most rad�cal rupture w�th trad�t�onal
property relat�ons; no wonder that �ts development �nvolves the most
rad�cal rupture w�th trad�t�onal �deas.

But let us have done w�th the bourgeo�s object�ons to Commun�sm.



We have seen above, that the f�rst step �n the revolut�on by the
work�ng class, �s to ra�se the proletar�at to the pos�t�on of rul�ng as to
w�n the battle of democracy.

The proletar�at w�ll use �ts pol�t�cal supremacy to wrest, by degrees,
all cap�tal from the bourgeo�s�e, to central�se all �nstruments of
product�on �n the hands of the State, �.e., of the proletar�at organ�sed
as the rul�ng class; and to �ncrease the total of product�ve forces as
rap�dly as poss�ble.

Of course, �n the beg�nn�ng, th�s cannot be effected except by means
of despot�c �nroads on the r�ghts of property, and on the cond�t�ons of
bourgeo�s product�on; by means of measures, therefore, wh�ch
appear econom�cally �nsuff�c�ent and untenable, but wh�ch, �n the
course of the movement, outstr�p themselves, necess�tate further
�nroads upon the old soc�al order, and are unavo�dable as a means
of ent�rely revolut�on�s�ng the mode of product�on.

These measures w�ll of course be d�fferent �n d�fferent countr�es.

Nevertheless �n the most advanced countr�es, the follow�ng w�ll be
pretty generally appl�cable.

1. Abol�t�on of property �n land and appl�cat�on of all rents of land to
publ�c purposes.

2. A heavy progress�ve or graduated �ncome tax.

3. Abol�t�on of all r�ght of �nher�tance.

4. Conf�scat�on of the property of all em�grants and rebels.

5. Central�sat�on of cred�t �n the hands of the State, by means of a
nat�onal bank w�th State cap�tal and an exclus�ve monopoly.

6. Central�sat�on of the means of commun�cat�on and transport �n the
hands of the State.



7. Extens�on of factor�es and �nstruments of product�on owned by the
State; the br�ng�ng �nto cult�vat�on of waste-lands, and the
�mprovement of the so�l generally �n accordance w�th a common
plan.

8. Equal l�ab�l�ty of all to labour. Establ�shment of �ndustr�al arm�es,
espec�ally for agr�culture.

9. Comb�nat�on of agr�culture w�th manufactur�ng �ndustr�es; gradual
abol�t�on of the d�st�nct�on between town and country, by a more
equable d�str�but�on of the populat�on over the country.

10. Free educat�on for all ch�ldren �n publ�c schools.
    Abol�t�on of ch�ldren's factory labour �n �ts present form.
    Comb�nat�on of educat�on w�th �ndustr�al product�on, &c., &c.

When, �n the course of development, class d�st�nct�ons have
d�sappeared, and all product�on has been concentrated �n the hands
of a vast assoc�at�on of the whole nat�on, the publ�c power w�ll lose
�ts pol�t�cal character. Pol�t�cal power, properly so called, �s merely
the organ�sed power of one class for oppress�ng another. If the
proletar�at dur�ng �ts contest w�th the bourgeo�s�e �s compelled, by
the force of c�rcumstances, to organ�se �tself as a class, �f, by means
of a revolut�on, �t makes �tself the rul�ng class, and, as such, sweeps
away by force the old cond�t�ons of product�on, then �t w�ll, along w�th
these cond�t�ons, have swept away the cond�t�ons for the ex�stence
of class antagon�sms and of classes generally, and w�ll thereby have
abol�shed �ts own supremacy as a class.

In place of the old bourgeo�s soc�ety, w�th �ts classes and class
antagon�sms, we shall have an assoc�at�on, �n wh�ch the free
development of each �s the cond�t�on for the free development of all.

III. SOCIALIST AND COMMUNIST LITERATURE



1. REACTIONARY SOCIALISM

A. Feudal Soc�al�sm

Ow�ng to the�r h�stor�cal pos�t�on, �t became the vocat�on of the
ar�stocrac�es of France and England to wr�te pamphlets aga�nst
modern bourgeo�s soc�ety. In the French revolut�on of July 1830, and
�n the Engl�sh reform ag�tat�on, these ar�stocrac�es aga�n succumbed
to the hateful upstart. Thenceforth, a ser�ous pol�t�cal contest was
altogether out of the quest�on. A l�terary battle alone rema�ned
poss�ble. But even �n the doma�n of l�terature the old cr�es of the
restorat�on per�od had become �mposs�ble.

In order to arouse sympathy, the ar�stocracy were obl�ged to lose
s�ght, apparently, of the�r own �nterests, and to formulate the�r
�nd�ctment aga�nst the bourgeo�s�e �n the �nterest of the explo�ted
work�ng class alone. Thus the ar�stocracy took the�r revenge by
s�ng�ng lampoons on the�r new master, and wh�sper�ng �n h�s ears
s�n�ster prophec�es of com�ng catastrophe.

In th�s way arose Feudal Soc�al�sm: half lamentat�on, half lampoon;
half echo of the past, half menace of the future; at t�mes, by �ts b�tter,
w�tty and �nc�s�ve cr�t�c�sm, str�k�ng the bourgeo�s�e to the very heart's
core; but always lud�crous �n �ts effect, through total �ncapac�ty to
comprehend the march of modern h�story.

The ar�stocracy, �n order to rally the people to them, waved the
proletar�an alms-bag �n front for a banner. But the people, so often as
�t jo�ned them, saw on the�r h�ndquarters the old feudal coats of
arms, and deserted w�th loud and �rreverent laughter.

One sect�on of the French Leg�t�m�sts and "Young England" exh�b�ted
th�s spectacle.

In po�nt�ng out that the�r mode of explo�tat�on was d�fferent to that of
the bourgeo�s�e, the feudal�sts forget that they explo�ted under
c�rcumstances and cond�t�ons that were qu�te d�fferent, and that are



now ant�quated. In show�ng that, under the�r rule, the modern
proletar�at never ex�sted, they forget that the modern bourgeo�s�e �s
the necessary offspr�ng of the�r own form of soc�ety.

For the rest, so l�ttle do they conceal the react�onary character of
the�r cr�t�c�sm that the�r ch�ef accusat�on aga�nst the bourgeo�s�e
amounts to th�s, that under the bourgeo�s reg�me a class �s be�ng
developed, wh�ch �s dest�ned to cut up root and branch the old order
of soc�ety.

What they upbra�d the bourgeo�s�e w�th �s not so much that �t creates
a proletar�at, as that �t creates a revolut�onary proletar�at.

In pol�t�cal pract�ce, therefore, they jo�n �n all coerc�ve measures
aga�nst the work�ng class; and �n ord�nary l�fe, desp�te the�r h�gh
falut�n phrases, they stoop to p�ck up the golden apples dropped
from the tree of �ndustry, and to barter truth, love, and honour for
traff�c �n wool, beetroot-sugar, and potato sp�r�ts.

As the parson has ever gone hand �n hand w�th the landlord, so has
Cler�cal Soc�al�sm w�th Feudal Soc�al�sm.

Noth�ng �s eas�er than to g�ve Chr�st�an ascet�c�sm a Soc�al�st t�nge.
Has not Chr�st�an�ty decla�med aga�nst pr�vate property, aga�nst
marr�age, aga�nst the State? Has �t not preached �n the place of
these, char�ty and poverty, cel�bacy and mort�f�cat�on of the flesh,
monast�c l�fe and Mother Church? Chr�st�an Soc�al�sm �s but the holy
water w�th wh�ch the pr�est consecrates the heart-burn�ngs of the
ar�stocrat.

B. Petty-Bourgeo�s Soc�al�sm

The feudal ar�stocracy was not the only class that was ru�ned by the
bourgeo�s�e, not the only class whose cond�t�ons of ex�stence p�ned
and per�shed �n the atmosphere of modern bourgeo�s soc�ety. The
med�aeval burgesses and the small peasant propr�etors were the
precursors of the modern bourgeo�s�e. In those countr�es wh�ch are



but l�ttle developed, �ndustr�ally and commerc�ally, these two classes
st�ll vegetate s�de by s�de w�th the r�s�ng bourgeo�s�e.

In countr�es where modern c�v�l�sat�on has become fully developed, a
new class of petty bourgeo�s has been formed, fluctuat�ng between
proletar�at and bourgeo�s�e and ever renew�ng �tself as a
supplementary part of bourgeo�s soc�ety. The �nd�v�dual members of
th�s class, however, are be�ng constantly hurled down �nto the
proletar�at by the act�on of compet�t�on, and, as modern �ndustry
develops, they even see the moment approach�ng when they w�ll
completely d�sappear as an �ndependent sect�on of modern soc�ety,
to be replaced, �n manufactures, agr�culture and commerce, by
overlookers, ba�l�ffs and shopmen.

In countr�es l�ke France, where the peasants const�tute far more than
half of the populat�on, �t was natural that wr�ters who s�ded w�th the
proletar�at aga�nst the bourgeo�s�e, should use, �n the�r cr�t�c�sm of
the bourgeo�s reg�me, the standard of the peasant and petty
bourgeo�s, and from the standpo�nt of these �ntermed�ate classes
should take up the cudgels for the work�ng class. Thus arose petty-
bourgeo�s Soc�al�sm. S�smond� was the head of th�s school, not only
�n France but also �n England.

Th�s school of Soc�al�sm d�ssected w�th great acuteness the
contrad�ct�ons �n the cond�t�ons of modern product�on. It la�d bare the
hypocr�t�cal apolog�es of econom�sts. It proved, �ncontrovert�bly, the
d�sastrous effects of mach�nery and d�v�s�on of labour; the
concentrat�on of cap�tal and land �n a few hands; overproduct�on and
cr�ses; �t po�nted out the �nev�table ru�n of the petty bourgeo�s and
peasant, the m�sery of the proletar�at, the anarchy �n product�on, the
cry�ng �nequal�t�es �n the d�str�but�on of wealth, the �ndustr�al war of
exterm�nat�on between nat�ons, the d�ssolut�on of old moral bonds, of
the old fam�ly relat�ons, of the old nat�onal�t�es.

In �ts pos�t�ve a�ms, however, th�s form of Soc�al�sm asp�res e�ther to
restor�ng the old means of product�on and of exchange, and w�th
them the old property relat�ons, and the old soc�ety, or to cramp�ng
the modern means of product�on and of exchange, w�th�n the



framework of the old property relat�ons that have been, and were
bound to be, exploded by those means. In e�ther case, �t �s both
react�onary and Utop�an.

Its last words are: corporate gu�lds for manufacture, patr�archal
relat�ons �n agr�culture.

Ult�mately, when stubborn h�stor�cal facts had d�spersed all
�ntox�cat�ng effects of self-decept�on, th�s form of Soc�al�sm ended �n
a m�serable f�t of the blues.

C. German, or "True," Soc�al�sm

The Soc�al�st and Commun�st l�terature of France, a l�terature that
or�g�nated under the pressure of a bourgeo�s�e �n power, and that
was the express�on of the struggle aga�nst th�s power, was
�ntroduced �nto Germany at a t�me when the bourgeo�s�e, �n that
country, had just begun �ts contest w�th feudal absolut�sm.

German ph�losophers, would-be ph�losophers, and beaux espr�ts,
eagerly se�zed on th�s l�terature, only forgett�ng, that when these
wr�t�ngs �mm�grated from France �nto Germany, French soc�al
cond�t�ons had not �mm�grated along w�th them. In contact w�th
German soc�al cond�t�ons, th�s French l�terature lost all �ts �mmed�ate
pract�cal s�gn�f�cance, and assumed a purely l�terary aspect. Thus, to
the German ph�losophers of the e�ghteenth century, the demands of
the f�rst French Revolut�on were noth�ng more than the demands of
"Pract�cal Reason" �n general, and the utterance of the w�ll of the
revolut�onary French bourgeo�s�e s�gn�f�ed �n the�r eyes the law of
pure W�ll, of W�ll as �t was bound to be, of true human W�ll generally.

The world of the German l�terate cons�sted solely �n br�ng�ng the new
French �deas �nto harmony w�th the�r anc�ent ph�losoph�cal
consc�ence, or rather, �n annex�ng the French �deas w�thout desert�ng
the�r own ph�losoph�c po�nt of v�ew.



Th�s annexat�on took place �n the same way �n wh�ch a fore�gn
language �s appropr�ated, namely, by translat�on.

It �s well known how the monks wrote s�lly l�ves of Cathol�c Sa�nts
over the manuscr�pts on wh�ch the class�cal works of anc�ent
heathendom had been wr�tten. The German l�terate reversed th�s
process w�th the profane French l�terature. They wrote the�r
ph�losoph�cal nonsense beneath the French or�g�nal. For �nstance,
beneath the French cr�t�c�sm of the econom�c funct�ons of money,
they wrote "Al�enat�on of Human�ty," and beneath the French
cr�t�c�sm of the bourgeo�s State they wrote "dethronement of the
Category of the General," and so forth.

The �ntroduct�on of these ph�losoph�cal phrases at the back of
the French h�stor�cal cr�t�c�sms they dubbed "Ph�losophy of
Act�on," "True Soc�al�sm," "German Sc�ence of Soc�al�sm,"
"Ph�losoph�cal Foundat�on of Soc�al�sm," and so on.

The French Soc�al�st and Commun�st l�terature was thus completely
emasculated. And, s�nce �t ceased �n the hands of the German to
express the struggle of one class w�th the other, he felt consc�ous of
hav�ng overcome "French one-s�dedness" and of represent�ng, not
true requ�rements, but the requ�rements of truth; not the �nterests of
the proletar�at, but the �nterests of Human Nature, of Man �n general,
who belongs to no class, has no real�ty, who ex�sts only �n the m�sty
realm of ph�losoph�cal fantasy.

Th�s German Soc�al�sm, wh�ch took �ts schoolboy task so ser�ously
and solemnly, and extolled �ts poor stock-�n-trade �n such
mountebank fash�on, meanwh�le gradually lost �ts pedant�c
�nnocence.

The f�ght of the German, and espec�ally, of the Pruss�an bourgeo�s�e,
aga�nst feudal ar�stocracy and absolute monarchy, �n other words,
the l�beral movement, became more earnest.

By th�s, the long w�shed-for opportun�ty was offered to "True"
Soc�al�sm of confront�ng the pol�t�cal movement w�th the Soc�al�st



demands, of hurl�ng the trad�t�onal anathemas aga�nst l�beral�sm,
aga�nst representat�ve government, aga�nst bourgeo�s compet�t�on,
bourgeo�s freedom of the press, bourgeo�s leg�slat�on, bourgeo�s
l�berty and equal�ty, and of preach�ng to the masses that they had
noth�ng to ga�n, and everyth�ng to lose, by th�s bourgeo�s movement.
German Soc�al�sm forgot, �n the n�ck of t�me, that the French
cr�t�c�sm, whose s�lly echo �t was, presupposed the ex�stence of
modern bourgeo�s soc�ety, w�th �ts correspond�ng econom�c
cond�t�ons of ex�stence, and the pol�t�cal const�tut�on adapted thereto,
the very th�ngs whose atta�nment was the object of the pend�ng
struggle �n Germany.

To the absolute governments, w�th the�r follow�ng of parsons,
professors, country squ�res and off�c�als, �t served as a welcome
scarecrow aga�nst the threaten�ng bourgeo�s�e.

It was a sweet f�n�sh after the b�tter p�lls of flogg�ngs and bullets w�th
wh�ch these same governments, just at that t�me, dosed the German
work�ng-class r�s�ngs.

Wh�le th�s "True" Soc�al�sm thus served the governments as a
weapon for f�ght�ng the German bourgeo�s�e, �t, at the same t�me,
d�rectly represented a react�onary �nterest, the �nterest of the
German Ph�l�st�nes. In Germany the petty-bourgeo�s class, a rel�c of
the s�xteenth century, and s�nce then constantly cropp�ng up aga�n
under var�ous forms, �s the real soc�al bas�s of the ex�st�ng state of
th�ngs.

To preserve th�s class �s to preserve the ex�st�ng state of th�ngs �n
Germany. The �ndustr�al and pol�t�cal supremacy of the bourgeo�s�e
threatens �t w�th certa�n destruct�on; on the one hand, from the
concentrat�on of cap�tal; on the other, from the r�se of a revolut�onary
proletar�at. "True" Soc�al�sm appeared to k�ll these two b�rds w�th one
stone. It spread l�ke an ep�dem�c.

The robe of speculat�ve cobwebs, embro�dered w�th flowers of
rhetor�c, steeped �n the dew of s�ckly sent�ment, th�s transcendental
robe �n wh�ch the German Soc�al�sts wrapped the�r sorry "eternal



truths," all sk�n and bone, served to wonderfully �ncrease the sale of
the�r goods amongst such a publ�c. And on �ts part, German
Soc�al�sm recogn�sed, more and more, �ts own call�ng as the
bombast�c representat�ve of the petty-bourgeo�s Ph�l�st�ne.

It procla�med the German nat�on to be the model nat�on, and the
German petty Ph�l�st�ne to be the typ�cal man. To every v�lla�nous
meanness of th�s model man �t gave a h�dden, h�gher, Soc�al�st�c
�nterpretat�on, the exact contrary of �ts real character. It went to the
extreme length of d�rectly oppos�ng the "brutally destruct�ve"
tendency of Commun�sm, and of procla�m�ng �ts supreme and
�mpart�al contempt of all class struggles. W�th very few except�ons,
all the so-called Soc�al�st and Commun�st publ�cat�ons that now
(1847) c�rculate �n Germany belong to the doma�n of th�s foul and
enervat�ng l�terature.

2. CONSERVATIVE, OR BOURGEOIS, SOCIALISM

A part of the bourgeo�s�e �s des�rous of redress�ng soc�al gr�evances,
�n order to secure the cont�nued ex�stence of bourgeo�s soc�ety.

To th�s sect�on belong econom�sts, ph�lanthrop�sts, human�tar�ans,
�mprovers of the cond�t�on of the work�ng class, organ�sers of char�ty,
members of soc�et�es for the prevent�on of cruelty to an�mals,
temperance fanat�cs, hole-and-corner reformers of every �mag�nable
k�nd. Th�s form of Soc�al�sm has, moreover, been worked out �nto
complete systems.

We may c�te Proudhon's Ph�losoph�e de la M�sere as an example of
th�s form.

The Soc�al�st�c bourgeo�s want all the advantages of modern soc�al
cond�t�ons w�thout the struggles and dangers necessar�ly result�ng
therefrom. They des�re the ex�st�ng state of soc�ety m�nus �ts
revolut�onary and d�s�ntegrat�ng elements. They w�sh for a
bourgeo�s�e w�thout a proletar�at. The bourgeo�s�e naturally
conce�ves the world �n wh�ch �t �s supreme to be the best; and



bourgeo�s Soc�al�sm develops th�s comfortable concept�on �nto
var�ous more or less complete systems. In requ�r�ng the proletar�at to
carry out such a system, and thereby to march stra�ghtway �nto the
soc�al New Jerusalem, �t but requ�res �n real�ty, that the proletar�at
should rema�n w�th�n the bounds of ex�st�ng soc�ety, but should cast
away all �ts hateful �deas concern�ng the bourgeo�s�e.

A second and more pract�cal, but less systemat�c, form of th�s
Soc�al�sm sought to deprec�ate every revolut�onary movement �n the
eyes of the work�ng class, by show�ng that no mere pol�t�cal reform,
but only a change �n the mater�al cond�t�ons of ex�stence, �n
econom�c relat�ons, could be of any advantage to them. By changes
�n the mater�al cond�t�ons of ex�stence, th�s form of Soc�al�sm,
however, by no means understands abol�t�on of the bourgeo�s
relat�ons of product�on, an abol�t�on that can be effected only by a
revolut�on, but adm�n�strat�ve reforms, based on the cont�nued
ex�stence of these relat�ons; reforms, therefore, that �n no respect
affect the relat�ons between cap�tal and labour, but, at the best,
lessen the cost, and s�mpl�fy the adm�n�strat�ve work, of bourgeo�s
government.

Bourgeo�s Soc�al�sm atta�ns adequate express�on, when, and only
when, �t becomes a mere f�gure of speech.

Free trade: for the benef�t of the work�ng class. Protect�ve dut�es: for
the benef�t of the work�ng class. Pr�son Reform: for the benef�t of the
work�ng class. Th�s �s the last word and the only ser�ously meant
word of bourgeo�s Soc�al�sm.

It �s summed up �n the phrase: the bourgeo�s �s a bourgeo�s—for the
benef�t of the work�ng class.

3. CRITICAL-UTOPIAN SOCIALISM AND COMMUNISM

We do not here refer to that l�terature wh�ch, �n every great modern
revolut�on, has always g�ven vo�ce to the demands of the proletar�at,
such as the wr�t�ngs of Babeuf and others.



The f�rst d�rect attempts of the proletar�at to atta�n �ts own ends,
made �n t�mes of un�versal exc�tement, when feudal soc�ety was
be�ng overthrown, these attempts necessar�ly fa�led, ow�ng to the
then undeveloped state of the proletar�at, as well as to the absence
of the econom�c cond�t�ons for �ts emanc�pat�on, cond�t�ons that had
yet to be produced, and could be produced by the �mpend�ng
bourgeo�s epoch alone. The revolut�onary l�terature that
accompan�ed these f�rst movements of the proletar�at had
necessar�ly a react�onary character. It �nculcated un�versal
ascet�c�sm and soc�al levell�ng �n �ts crudest form.

The Soc�al�st and Commun�st systems properly so called, those of
Sa�nt-S�mon, Four�er, Owen and others, spr�ng �nto ex�stence �n the
early undeveloped per�od, descr�bed above, of the struggle between
proletar�at and bourgeo�s�e (see Sect�on 1. Bourgeo�s and
Proletar�ans).

The founders of these systems see, �ndeed, the class antagon�sms,
as well as the act�on of the decompos�ng elements, �n the preva�l�ng
form of soc�ety. But the proletar�at, as yet �n �ts �nfancy, offers to them
the spectacle of a class w�thout any h�stor�cal �n�t�at�ve or any
�ndependent pol�t�cal movement.

S�nce the development of class antagon�sm keeps even pace w�th
the development of �ndustry, the econom�c s�tuat�on, as they f�nd �t,
does not as yet offer to them the mater�al cond�t�ons for the
emanc�pat�on of the proletar�at. They therefore search after a new
soc�al sc�ence, after new soc�al laws, that are to create these
cond�t�ons.

H�stor�cal act�on �s to y�eld to the�r personal �nvent�ve act�on,
h�stor�cally created cond�t�ons of emanc�pat�on to fantast�c ones, and
the gradual, spontaneous class-organ�sat�on of the proletar�at to the
organ�sat�on of soc�ety spec�ally contr�ved by these �nventors. Future
h�story resolves �tself, �n the�r eyes, �nto the propaganda and the
pract�cal carry�ng out of the�r soc�al plans.



In the format�on of the�r plans they are consc�ous of car�ng ch�efly for
the �nterests of the work�ng class, as be�ng the most suffer�ng class.
Only from the po�nt of v�ew of be�ng the most suffer�ng class does
the proletar�at ex�st for them.

The undeveloped state of the class struggle, as well as the�r own
surround�ngs, causes Soc�al�sts of th�s k�nd to cons�der themselves
far super�or to all class antagon�sms. They want to �mprove the
cond�t�on of every member of soc�ety, even that of the most
favoured. Hence, they hab�tually appeal to soc�ety at large, w�thout
d�st�nct�on of class; nay, by preference, to the rul�ng class. For how
can people, when once they understand the�r system, fa�l to see �n �t
the best poss�ble plan of the best poss�ble state of soc�ety?

Hence, they reject all pol�t�cal, and espec�ally all revolut�onary,
act�on; they w�sh to atta�n the�r ends by peaceful means, and
endeavour, by small exper�ments, necessar�ly doomed to fa�lure, and
by the force of example, to pave the way for the new soc�al Gospel.

Such fantast�c p�ctures of future soc�ety, pa�nted at a t�me when the
proletar�at �s st�ll �n a very undeveloped state and has but a fantast�c
concept�on of �ts own pos�t�on correspond w�th the f�rst �nst�nct�ve
yearn�ngs of that class for a general reconstruct�on of soc�ety.

But these Soc�al�st and Commun�st publ�cat�ons conta�n also a
cr�t�cal element. They attack every pr�nc�ple of ex�st�ng soc�ety.
Hence they are full of the most valuable mater�als for the
enl�ghtenment of the work�ng class. The pract�cal measures
proposed �n them—such as the abol�t�on of the d�st�nct�on between
town and country, of the fam�ly, of the carry�ng on of �ndustr�es for the
account of pr�vate �nd�v�duals, and of the wage system, the
proclamat�on of soc�al harmony, the convers�on of the funct�ons of
the State �nto a mere super�ntendence of product�on, all these
proposals, po�nt solely to the d�sappearance of class antagon�sms
wh�ch were, at that t�me, only just cropp�ng up, and wh�ch, �n these
publ�cat�ons, are recogn�sed �n the�r earl�est, �nd�st�nct and undef�ned
forms only. These proposals, therefore, are of a purely Utop�an
character.



The s�gn�f�cance of Cr�t�cal-Utop�an Soc�al�sm and Commun�sm
bears an �nverse relat�on to h�stor�cal development. In proport�on as
the modern class struggle develops and takes def�n�te shape, th�s
fantast�c stand�ng apart from the contest, these fantast�c attacks on
�t, lose all pract�cal value and all theoret�cal just�f�cat�on. Therefore,
although the or�g�nators of these systems were, �n many respects,
revolut�onary, the�r d�sc�ples have, �n every case, formed mere
react�onary sects. They hold fast by the or�g�nal v�ews of the�r
masters, �n oppos�t�on to the progress�ve h�stor�cal development of
the proletar�at. They, therefore, endeavour, and that cons�stently, to
deaden the class struggle and to reconc�le the class antagon�sms.
They st�ll dream of exper�mental real�sat�on of the�r soc�al Utop�as, of
found�ng �solated "phalansteres," of establ�sh�ng "Home Colon�es," of
sett�ng up a "L�ttle Icar�a"—duodec�mo ed�t�ons of the New
Jerusalem—and to real�se all these castles �n the a�r, they are
compelled to appeal to the feel�ngs and purses of the bourgeo�s. By
degrees they s�nk �nto the category of the react�onary conservat�ve
Soc�al�sts dep�cted above, d�ffer�ng from these only by more
systemat�c pedantry, and by the�r fanat�cal and superst�t�ous bel�ef �n
the m�raculous effects of the�r soc�al sc�ence.



They, therefore, v�olently oppose all pol�t�cal act�on on the part of the
work�ng class; such act�on, accord�ng to them, can only result from
bl�nd unbel�ef �n the new Gospel.

The Owen�tes �n England, and the Four�er�sts �n France, respect�vely,
oppose the Chart�sts and the Reform�stes.

IV. POSITION OF THE COMMUNISTS IN
RELATION TO THE VARIOUS EXISTING
OPPOSITION PARTIES

Sect�on II has made clear the relat�ons of the Commun�sts to the ex�st�ng
work�ng-class part�es, such as the Chart�sts �n England and the Agrar�an
Reformers �n Amer�ca.

The Commun�sts f�ght for the atta�nment of the �mmed�ate a�ms, for
the enforcement of the momentary �nterests of the work�ng class; but
�n the movement of the present, they also represent and take care of
the future of that movement. In France the Commun�sts ally
themselves w�th the Soc�al-Democrats, aga�nst the conservat�ve and
rad�cal bourgeo�s�e, reserv�ng, however, the r�ght to take up a cr�t�cal
pos�t�on �n regard to phrases and �llus�ons trad�t�onally handed down
from the great Revolut�on.

In Sw�tzerland they support the Rad�cals, w�thout los�ng s�ght of the
fact that th�s party cons�sts of antagon�st�c elements, partly of
Democrat�c Soc�al�sts, �n the French sense, partly of rad�cal
bourgeo�s.

In Poland they support the party that �ns�sts on an agrar�an revolut�on
as the pr�me cond�t�on for nat�onal emanc�pat�on, that party wh�ch
fomented the �nsurrect�on of Cracow �n 1846.



In Germany they f�ght w�th the bourgeo�s�e whenever �t acts �n a
revolut�onary way, aga�nst the absolute monarchy, the feudal
squ�rearchy, and the petty bourgeo�s�e.

But they never cease, for a s�ngle �nstant, to �nst�l �nto the work�ng
class the clearest poss�ble recogn�t�on of the host�le antagon�sm
between bourgeo�s�e and proletar�at, �n order that the German
workers may stra�ghtaway use, as so many weapons aga�nst the
bourgeo�s�e, the soc�al and pol�t�cal cond�t�ons that the bourgeo�s�e
must necessar�ly �ntroduce along w�th �ts supremacy, and �n order
that, after the fall of the react�onary classes �n Germany, the f�ght
aga�nst the bourgeo�s�e �tself may �mmed�ately beg�n.

The Commun�sts turn the�r attent�on ch�efly to Germany, because
that country �s on the eve of a bourgeo�s revolut�on that �s bound to
be carr�ed out under more advanced cond�t�ons of European
c�v�l�sat�on, and w�th a much more developed proletar�at, than that of
England was �n the seventeenth, and of France �n the e�ghteenth
century, and because the bourgeo�s revolut�on �n Germany w�ll be
but the prelude to an �mmed�ately follow�ng proletar�an revolut�on.

In short, the Commun�sts everywhere support every revolut�onary
movement aga�nst the ex�st�ng soc�al and pol�t�cal order of th�ngs.

In all these movements they br�ng to the front, as the lead�ng
quest�on �n each, the property quest�on, no matter what �ts degree of
development at the t�me.

F�nally, they labour everywhere for the un�on and agreement of the
democrat�c part�es of all countr�es.

The Commun�sts d�sda�n to conceal the�r v�ews and a�ms.
They openly declare that the�r ends can be atta�ned only by
the forc�ble overthrow of all ex�st�ng soc�al cond�t�ons.
Let the rul�ng classes tremble at a Commun�st�c revolut�on.
The proletar�ans have noth�ng to lose but the�r cha�ns.
They have a world to w�n.
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